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Whereas chronic hepatitis B represents 1 of
the most common causes of liver cancer;

Whereas 1 in every 4 individuals with
unmanaged chronic hepatitis B will develop
liver cancer, cirrhosis, or liver failure, with
liver cancer having a 5-year survival rate of
only 18 percent in the United States;

Whereas safe and highly effective vaccines
to protect against hepatitis B are available;

Whereas, in accordance with universal
childhood hepatitis B vaccination rec-
ommendations in the United States, infants
and children have been routinely vaccinated
against hepatitis B since the 1990s;

Whereas all adults between 19 and 59 years
of age, and adults 60 and older who have hep-
atitis B risk factors, are recommended to be
vaccinated against hepatitis B;

Whereas the hepatitis B vaccine, which is
95 percent effective and was the first
anticancer vaccine to be developed, is pro-
jected to have prevented 310,000,000 cases of
hepatitis B worldwide from 1990 to 2020;

Whereas only 30 percent of adults in the
United States are vaccinated against hepa-
titis B;

Whereas the number of reported acute hep-
atitis B cases increased by 11 percent nation-
wide from 2014 to 2018;

Whereas, as a result of the drug use epi-
demic, there have been significant regional
increases in acute hepatitis B cases in the
United States, including—

(1) a reported 489 percent increase from
2015 to 2016 in Maine;

(2) a reported 114 percent increase from
2009 to 2013 in Kentucky, West Virginia, and
Tennessee;

(3) a reported 78 percent increase in 2017 in
southeastern Massachusetts; and

(4) a reported 56 percent increase from 2014
to 2016 in North Carolina;

Whereas 36 percent of new hepatitis B
cases are among individuals who inject
drugs;

Whereas, according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, hepatitis B is
50 to 100 times more infectious than HIV and
5 to 10 times more infectious than hepatitis
C; and

Whereas there are significant opportuni-
ties, particularly with respect to the drug
use epidemic, to prevent new hepatitis B in-
fections and thereby reduce the incidence of
liver cancer and cirrhosis through efforts
to—

(1) increase adult hepatitis B vaccination;
and

(2) maintain childhood hepatitis B vaccina-
tion: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of April 30,
2023, as ‘‘National Adult Hepatitis B Vac-
cination Awareness Day’’;

(2) recognizes the importance of providing
support and encouragement—

(A) for all adults to be tested for hepatitis
B at least once in their lifetime in accord-
ance with recommendations;

(B) for individuals susceptible to infection
to be vaccinated against hepatitis B; and

(C) for individuals diagnosed with hepatitis
B to be linked to appropriate care; and

(3) in order to reduce the number of new
hepatitis B infections and hepatitis B-re-
lated deaths, encourages a commitment to—

(A) increasing adult hepatitis B vaccina-
tion rates;

(B) maintaining childhood hepatitis B vac-
cination rates; and

(C) promoting provider and community
awareness of adult hepatitis B vaccination.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 181—SUP-
PORTING THE DESIGNATION OF
THE WEEK OF APRIL 24
THROUGH APRIL 28, 2023, AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL SPECIALIZED INSTRUC-
TIONAL SUPPORT PERSONNEL
APPRECIATION WEEK”

Ms. HASSAN (for herself, Mr. COR-
NYN, Mr. KAINE, and Ms. COLLINS) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on

Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions:
S. RESs. 181
Whereas there are more than 1,000,000 spe-
cialized instructional support personnel

serving the schools and students of the
United States, including—

(1) school counselors;

(2) school social workers;

(3) school psychologists; and

(4) other qualified professional personnel,
such as—

(A) school nurses;

(B) psychologists;

(C) social workers;

(D) occupational therapists;

(E) physical therapists;

(F) art therapists;

(G) dance and movement therapists;
(H) music therapists;

(I) speech-language pathologists; and
(J) audiologists;

Whereas specialized instructional support
personnel provide school-based prevention
and early intervention services to reduce
barriers to learning;

Whereas specialized instructional support
personnel work with teachers, school lead-
ers, and parents to ensure that all students
are successful in school;

Whereas specialized instructional support
personnel encourage multidisciplinary col-
laboration to promote student and school
success;

Whereas specialized instructional support
personnel provide educational, social, emo-
tional, and behavioral interventions and ac-
tivities that support—

(1) student learning; and

(2) teaching;

Whereas specialized instructional support
personnel help to create environments that
are safe, supportive, and conducive to learn-
ing;

Whereas safe and supportive school envi-
ronments are associated with improved aca-
demic performance;

Whereas specialized instructional support
personnel support—

(1) student communication;

(2) the development of social skills by stu-
dents;

(3) the physical wellness of students;

(4) the physical development of students;
and

(5) the behavioral, emotional, and mental
health of students; and

Whereas specialized instructional support
personnel serve all students who struggle
with barriers to learning: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of April 24
through April 28, 2023, as ‘‘National Special-
ized Instructional Support Personnel Appre-
ciation Week’’;

(2) recognizes that specialized instruc-
tional support personnel implement evi-
dence-based practices to improve student
outcomes;

(3) commends—

(A) those individuals who work as special-
ized instructional support personnel; and

(B) the individuals and organizations that
support the efforts made by specialized in-
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structional support personnel to promote
and improve the availability of specialized
instructional support services;

(4) encourages Federal, State, and local
policymakers to work together to raise
awareness of the importance of specialized
instructional support personnel in school cli-
mate and education efforts;

(5) recognizes the important role of spe-
cialized instructional support personnel in
efforts to improve mental health, reduce
drug use, and improve overall community
safety for students; and

(6) encourages experts to share best prac-
tices so that others can replicate the success
of those experts.

————
SENATE RESOLUTION  182—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF NATIONAL SAFE

DIGGING MONTH

Mr. PETERS (for himself, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mr. CRUZ, and Mr. YOUNG) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. REs. 182

Whereas, each year, the underground util-
ity infrastructure of the United States, in-
cluding pipelines, electric, gas, tele-
communications, fiber, water, sewer, and
cable television lines, is jeopardized by unin-
tentional damage caused by those who fail to
have underground utility lines located prior
to digging;

Whereas some utility lines are buried only
a few inches underground, making the lines
easy to strike, even during shallow digging
projects;

Whereas digging prior to having under-
ground utility lines located often results in
unintended consequences, such as service
interruption, environmental damage, per-
sonal injury, and even death;

Whereas the month of April marks the be-
ginning of the peak period during which ex-
cavation projects are carried out around the
United States;

Whereas, in 2002, Congress required the De-
partment of Transportation and the Federal
Communications Commission to establish a
3-digit, nationwide, toll-free number to be
used by State ‘“‘One Call” systems to provide
information on underground utility lines;

Whereas, in 2005, the Federal Communica-
tions Commission designated ‘811 as the
nationwide ‘“One Call” number for home-
owners and excavators to use to obtain infor-
mation on underground utility lines before
conducting excavation activities (hereinafter
referred to as the ‘“ ‘One Call’/811 program’’);

Whereas the nearly 2,000 members of the
Common Ground Alliance, States, ‘“One
Call’’/811 program, and other stakeholders
who are dedicated to ensuring public safety,
environmental protection, and the integrity
of services, promote the national ‘‘Contact
811 Before You Dig” campaign to increase
public awareness about the importance of
homeowners and excavators contacting 811
to find out the location of underground util-
ity lines before digging;

Whereas the Pipeline Safety, Regulatory
Certainty, and Job Creation Act of 2011 (Pub-
lic Law 112-90; 125 Stat. 1904) affirmed and
expanded the ‘“One Call”’/811 program by
eliminating exemptions given to local and
State government agencies and their con-
tractors regarding notifying ‘“‘One Call’’/811
centers before digging;

Whereas, according to the 2021 Damage In-
formation Reporting Tool (DIRT) Report
published by the Common Ground Alliance
in October 2022—
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(1) estimated annual instances of exca-
vation-related damages to underground fa-
cilities were on-pace or higher than the ap-
proximately 486,000 damages from the prior
year; and

(2) failing to contact 811 in advance of a
digging project caused 26 percent of these
damages;

Whereas, in 2021, the Common Ground Alli-
ance conducted a survey of active diggers
who have completed a project during the
prior year and found that 74 percent of the
more than 1,800 respondents were aware of
the ‘“‘One Call’’/811 program; and

Whereas the Common Ground Alliance has
designated April as ‘‘National Safe Digging
Month” to increase awareness of safe digging
practices across the United States and to
celebrate the anniversary of 811, the national
“Contact Before You Dig” number: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Safe Digging Month;

(2) encourages all homeowners and exca-
vators throughout the United States to con-
tact 811 by phone or online before digging;
and

(3) encourages all damage prevention
stakeholders to help educate homeowners
and excavators throughout the United States
about the importance of contacting 811 to
have the approximate location of buried util-
ities marked with paint or flags before
digging.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 183—CELE-
BRATING THE 151ST ANNIVER-
SARY OF ARBOR DAY

Mr. KING (for himself, Mr. RISCH, Mr.
BROWN, Ms. COLLINS, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr.
BOOZMAN, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. CRAPO,
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr.
WICKER, and Mr. MURPHY) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 183

Whereas Arbor Day was founded on April
10, 1872, to recognize the importance of
planting trees;

Whereas Arbor Day is a time to recognize
the importance of trees and an opportunity
for communities to gather and plant for a
greener future;

Whereas Arbor Day is observed in all 50
States and across the world;

Whereas participating in Arbor Day activi-
ties promotes civic participation and high-
lights the importance of planting and caring
for trees and vegetation;

Whereas such activities provide an oppor-
tunity to convey to future generations the
value of land and stewardship;

Whereas working forests have contributed
to an increase in the number of trees planted
in the United States and are sustainably
managed, with less than 2 percent of working
forests nationally harvested each year;

Whereas a key factor in preventing forest
conversion and deforestation is keeping for-
ests productive;

Whereas working forests are a critical part
of a nature-based solution to climate change,
and by providing a continuous cycle of grow-
ing, harvesting, and replanting, active forest
management maximizes the ability to se-
quester and store carbon and improves forest
resilience;

Whereas private forests play an important
role in conserving at-risk and declining spe-
cies, and collaborative conservation efforts
can benefit species while also helping to
keep forests as forests;

Whereas sustainably grown wood can be
used in a wide variety of resilient infrastruc-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

ture and building applications—from tradi-
tional timber framing to high-tech mass
timber—and as a natural, renewable, and
biodegradable material, the significant use
of wood building materials in buildings and
bridges helps decrease global carbon emis-
sions;

Whereas the Arbor Day Foundation and
the Tree City USA program have been com-
mitted to greening cities and towns across
the country since 1976, and, in that time,
more than 3,600 communities have made the
commitment to becoming Tree City USA
communities;

Whereas Tree City USA communities are
home to more than 153,000,000 individuals in
the United States who are dedicated to core
standards of sound urban forestry manage-
ment and who dedicate resources and time to
urban forestry initiatives, which helps make
their communities and our country a better
place to live;

Whereas National Arbor Day is observed on
the last Friday of April each year; and

Whereas April 28, 2023, marks the 151st an-
niversary of Arbor Day: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes April 28, 2023, as ‘‘National
Arbor Day’’;

(2) celebrates the 151st anniversary of
Arbor Day;

(3) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Arbor Day; and

(4) encourages the people of the United
States to participate in National Arbor Day
activities.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 184—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF APRIL 2023 AS
“PARKINSON’S AWARENESS
MONTH”

Ms. STABENOW (for herself and Mr.
ScoTT of Florida) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions:

S. RES. 184

Whereas Parkinson’s disease—

(1) affects more than 1,000,000 individuals
in the United States;

(2) is the fastest-growing and second most
common neurodegenerative disease in the
world;

(3) is believed to be caused by a combina-
tion of genetic and environmental factors,
but the exact cause in most individuals is
still unknown; and

(4) is the 14th leading cause of death in the
United States, according to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention;

Whereas it is estimated that, by 2037, the
number of individuals with Parkinson’s dis-
ease in the United States will nearly double,
and the disease will cost the United States
at least $80,000,000,000 annually;

Whereas the symptoms of Parkinson’s dis-
ease can include dementia and cognitive im-
pairment, tremors, slowness of movement
and rigidity, gait and balance difficulties,
speech and swallowing difficulties, depres-
sion, and a variety of other symptoms;

Whereas there are millions of family care-
givers, friends, and loved ones whose lives
are greatly affected by Parkinson’s disease;
and

Whereas more research, education, and
community support services are needed to—

(1) find better treatments and a cure for
Parkinson’s disease; and

(2) maintain dignity for those living with
the disease today: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) expresses support for the designation of
April 2023 as ‘“‘Parkinson’s Awareness
Month”’;

April 27, 2023

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Parkin-
son’s Awareness Month;

(3) continues to support research to find
better treatments and a cure for Parkinson’s
disease;

(4) recognizes the individuals living with
Parkinson’s disease who participate in vital
clinical trials to advance the knowledge of
the disease; and

(5) commends the dedication of organiza-
tions, volunteers, researchers, and millions
of individuals across the country working to
improve the quality of life of people living
with Parkinson’s disease and their families.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 185—DESIG-
NATING APRIL 2023 AS ‘“‘FINAN-
CIAL LITERACY MONTH”

Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. SCcOTT of
South Carolina, Mr. BRAUN, Mrs.
BRITT, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. CARDIN, Mr.
CASEY, Ms. CoLLINS, Ms. CORTEZ
MAsTO, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. CRUZ, Mr.
DAINES, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN,
Ms. HASSAN, Mr. KENNEDY, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. LUJAN, Ms. LUMMIS, Mr.
MANCHIN, Mr. RISCH, Ms. ROSEN, Mr.
RouNDS, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
Mr. WICKER, Mr. YOUNG, Mr. CASSIDY,
and Mrs. BLACKBURN) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary:

S. RES. 185

Whereas, according to the report entitled
“Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in
2021’ by the Board of Governors of the Fed-
eral Reserve System, a noted increase in fi-
nancial well-being occurred broadly as the
United States recovered from the COVID-19
pandemic, but existing gaps in education,
ethnicity, and disability persisted;

Whereas, according to the 2021 Federal De-
posit Insurance Corporation National Survey
of Unbanked and Underbanked Households—

(1) approximately 4.5 percent of house-
holds, representing 5,900,000 households in
the United States, are unbanked and, there-
fore, have limited or no access to savings,
lending, and other basic financial services;
and

(2) an estimated 14.1 percent of households,
representing 18,700,000 million households in
the United States, are underbanked;

Whereas, according to the 2021 Consumer
Financial Literacy and Preparedness Survey
of the National Foundation for Credit Coun-
seling and Wells Fargo—

(1) 47 percent of the general population in
the United States report having credit card
debt;

(2) 38 percent of adults in the United States
report carrying credit card balances from
month-to-month; and

(3) 44 percent of the general population in
the United States have a budget and keep
close track of expenses, such as food, hous-
ing, and entertainment;

Whereas, according to a report entitled
“Financial Capability of Adults with Dis-
abilities” by the National Disability Insti-
tute and the Financial Industry Regulatory
Authority, people with disabilities were
more likely to struggle with the key compo-
nents of financial capability, which are mak-
ing ends meet, planning ahead, managing fi-
nancial products, and financial knowledge
and decision-making, and could benefit from
targeted financial education;

Whereas, according to the statistical re-
lease of the Board of Governors of the Fed-
eral Reserve System for the fourth quarter
of 2022 entitled ‘‘Household Debt and Cred-
it”—
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