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S. RES. 158 

At the request of Mr. PETERS, the 
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 158, a resolution con-
demning the deportation of children 
from Ukraine to the Russian Federa-
tion and the forcible transfer of chil-
dren within territories of Ukraine that 
are temporarily occupied by Russian 
forces. 

S. RES. 185 
At the request of Mr. REED, the name 

of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
SCOTT) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 185, a resolution designating April 
2023 as ‘‘Financial Literacy Month’’. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr. 
TESTER, Mrs. CAPITO, and Ms. 
BALDWIN): 

S. 1397. A bill to modify the Federal 
TRIO programs; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions. 

Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, I 
rise today to introduce the Educational 
Opportunity and Success Act, which 
would reauthorize and strengthen the 
Federal TRIO Programs. I want to 
thank Senators TESTER, CAPITO, and 
BALDWIN for being original cosponsors. 
Senator TESTER and I are cochairs of 
the Congressional TRIO Caucus. 

I have been a longtime champion of 
TRIO, which helps students get the 
supports they need to prepare for, suc-
ceed in, and graduate from college. 
Prior to my election to the Senate, I 
worked at Husson University in Ban-
gor, many of whose students are the 
first in their families to go to college, 
and I saw firsthand the importance of 
programs like TRIO. 

Maine’s 30 TRIO Programs serve 
more than 7,500 students throughout 
the State and are focused on increasing 
educational opportunities for first-gen-
eration and low-income students, as 
well as students with disabilities. I 
have been inspired by the stories of 
TRIO students from all across Maine 
and have seen how TRIO opens doors to 
the opportunities that come with pur-
suing and completing postsecondary 
education. 

For example, Myles Ouellette, who 
currently resides in Van Buren, ME, 
credits TRIO not only with helping him 
to complete postsecondary education 
but also with saving his life. Myles par-
ticipated in Upward Bound and Edu-
cational Talent Search at Van Buren 
High School. He enlisted in the Army 
after high school and developed an ad-
diction to painkillers following an in-
jury. After being released from prison, 
he enrolled in the University of Maine 
at Augusta, where he participated in 
the TRIO Student Support Services 
Program. With help and support from 
this program, Myles earned a bach-
elor’s degree in applied science. He 
then went on to complete an MBA in 
healthcare management from Husson 

University. According to Myles, Maine 
TRIO helped him find his life’s purpose 
and empowered him to reach his full 
potential. 

Congress created the TRIO Programs 
because it recognized that low-income, 
first-generation college students often 
face significant obstacles in accessing 
and completing higher education. Our 
bipartisan bill would reauthorize these 
programs, modestly increase grant 
sizes, and make it easier for adminis-
trators to reach students who would 
benefit from TRIO. It updates the way 
that programs are evaluated and 
streamlines the application process. In 
addition, the bill would increase sti-
pends for students participating in 
TRIO Programs and create a new sti-
pend for veterans participating in the 
Veterans Upward Bound Program. 

The Educational Opportunity and 
Success Act would also institute a 
commonsense process for correcting 
TRIO applications with minor errors 
and prevent the Department of Edu-
cation from rejecting applications sim-
ply on the basis of formatting criteria. 
In 2017, the Department initially re-
jected dozens of Upward Bound applica-
tions based on arbitrary, nonsub-
stantive formatting criteria, such as 
line-spacing and font size irregular-
ities. One of these applications was 
from the University of Maine at 
Presque Isle, which had used one-and-a- 
half spacing instead of double spacing 
in text appearing in graphics on 2 of its 
application’s 65 pages. 

The Department’s bureaucratic deci-
sion would have denied 960 disadvan-
taged Maine high school students the 
chance to fulfill their academic poten-
tial. After months of advocacy, I 
worked with the Department and my 
Appropriations colleagues to reverse 
this ill-conceived policy, and the Uni-
versity of Maine at Presque Isle re-
ceived a well-deserved TRIO grant to 
serve those students. 

TRIO Programs have changed the 
lives of first-generation students in 
Maine and across the country. The 
Educational Opportunity and Success 
Act would improve these important 
programs and help ensure they are 
reaching the students who need them 
most. I urge my colleagues to support 
this bipartisan bill. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 188—CELE-
BRATING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE 
STATE OF ISRAEL, AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES 

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 
RISCH, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. MCCONNELL, 
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. ROMNEY, Mr. COONS, 
Mr. YOUNG, Mr. KAINE, Mr. SULLIVAN, 
Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. RUBIO, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mr. SCOTT of South Caro-
lina, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mrs. BLACKBURN, 
Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. BOOKER, 
Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. 

RICKETTS, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. HAGERTY, 
Mr. GRAHAM, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. SCOTT of 
Florida, and Ms. KLOBUCHAR) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations: 

S. RES. 188 

Whereas May 14, 2023, marks the 75th anni-
versary of the establishment of the State of 
Israel; 

Whereas May 11, 2023, marks the 74th anni-
versary of Israel’s membership in the United 
Nations; 

Whereas, on September 21, 1922, President 
Warren G. Harding signed House Joint Reso-
lution 322, after unanimous support from the 
House of Representatives and the Senate, en-
dorsing the Balfour Declaration establishing 
a national home for the Jewish people; 

Whereas, on May 14, 1948, the people of 
Israel proclaimed the establishment of the 
sovereign and independent State of Israel; 

Whereas, on May 14, 1948, President Harry 
S. Truman, on behalf of the United States, 
was the first foreign leader to recognize the 
Jewish government of the State of Israel; 

Whereas the establishment of the State of 
Israel realized the right of the Jewish people 
to self-determination and is an outgrowth of 
the existence of the historic and ancestral 
kingdom of Israel established in the land of 
Israel 3,000 years ago with Jerusalem as its 
capital; 

Whereas the establishment of the modern 
State of Israel as a homeland for the Jews 
followed the slaughter of more than 6,000,000 
Jews during the Holocaust; 

Whereas the Declaration of the Establish-
ment of the State of Israel, proclaimed on 
May 14, 1948, states, in part, ‘‘THE STATE 
OF ISRAEL will be open for Jewish immigra-
tion and for the Ingathering of the Exiles; it 
will foster the development of the country 
for the benefit of all its inhabitants; it will 
be based on freedom, justice and peace as en-
visaged by the prophets of Israel; it will en-
sure complete equality of social and political 
rights to all its inhabitants irrespective of 
religion, race or sex; it will guarantee free-
dom of religion, conscience, language, edu-
cation and culture; it will safeguard the Holy 
Places of all religions; and it will be faithful 
to the principles of the Charter of the United 
Nations.’’; 

Whereas, to preserve these values and the 
institutions of Israeli democracy, Israel has 
enacted and amended the Basic Laws of 
Israel, which provide the foundation of 
Israel’s democratic system; 

Whereas Israel is home to a vibrant Arab 
community, comprising an estimated 20 per-
cent of Israel’s population and possessing 
equal rights under Israeli law; 

Whereas the people of Israel have estab-
lished a pluralistic democratic political sys-
tem, including freedom of speech, a free 
press, free, fair, and open elections, the rule 
of law, and other democratic principles and 
practices; 

Whereas Israel— 
(1) offers invaluable contributions to the 

international community, including humani-
tarian aid, entrepreneurship, cybersecurity, 
military weaponry, counterterrorism, air-
port security, agriculture, water manage-
ment, arid-zone farming, medical advances, 
natural gas, and other technologies; and 

(2) will promote a positive vision for 
emerging technologies that is anchored by 
democratic values; 

Whereas robust bilateral ties with Israel— 
(1) contribute to the security interests of 

the United States; 
(2) produce security, economic, and cul-

tural benefits in the region; 
(3) increase regional integration and sta-

bility; and 
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(4) build confidence with respect to peace 

negotiations; 
Whereas Israel— 
(1) maintains diplomatic relations with 166 

of the 193 member states of the United Na-
tions; and 

(2) retains 80 resident embassies, 21 con-
sulates general, and 7 special missions glob-
ally; 

Whereas Israel maintains free trade agree-
ments with the United States, members of 
the European Union, members of the Euro-
pean Free Trade Association, Canada, Mex-
ico, Ukraine, Jordan, the United Arab Emir-
ates, and other nation states; 

Whereas, in 1987, the United States Gov-
ernment designated Israel as a major non- 
NATO ally; 

Whereas, in 2014, the United States Gov-
ernment designated Israel as a major stra-
tegic partner; 

Whereas, on March 26, 1979, the Arab Re-
public of Egypt signed a peace treaty with 
Israel, becoming the first Arab country to 
establish full, normalized, diplomatic rela-
tions with the State of Israel; 

Whereas, on October 26, 1994, the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan signed a peace 
treaty with Israel, becoming the second Arab 
country to normalize ties with Israel; 

Whereas security coordination between the 
State of Israel and the Palestinian National 
Authority promotes stability and is critical 
to deescalating tensions; 

Whereas the United States has actively 
supported and played a significant role in 
the efforts to bring about Israeli-Palestinian 
peace, consistent with the long-standing 
United States commitment to a sustainable, 
viable, two-state solution negotiated di-
rectly between the parties, resulting in an 
end to the conflict and two states for two 
peoples based on mutual recognition, dig-
nity, and peaceful neighborly relations; 

Whereas, on September 15, 2020, the United 
States, the State of Israel, the United Arab 
Emirates, and the Kingdom of Bahrain 
signed the Abraham Accords, consisting of 
agreements to establish full relations be-
tween Israel and the United Arab Emirates 
and between Israel and the Kingdom of Bah-
rain; 

Whereas the landmark Abraham Accords 
were quickly followed by agreements to nor-
malize relations between Israel and Sudan on 
October 23, 2020, and between Israel and Mo-
rocco on December 10, 2020; 

Whereas Congress underscored in the Israel 
Relations Normalization Act of 2022 (division 
Z of Public Law 117–103) that the Abraham 
Accords, and related agreements and frame-
works, ‘‘have the potential to fundamentally 
transform the security, diplomatic, and eco-
nomic environment in the Middle East and 
North Africa and advance vital United 
States national security interests’’; 

Whereas the United States continues to 
build upon the foundations and success of 
the Abraham Accords by urging further nor-
malization with Israel and by deepening re-
gional integration and cooperation, includ-
ing between Israel and Bahrain, Egypt, Jor-
dan, Morocco, and the United Arab Emirates, 
most recently, through holding the Negev 
Summit on March 27 and 28, 2022, in Sde 
Boker, Israel, and the establishment of the 
Negev Forum on June 27, 2022, in Manama, 
Bahrain; 

Whereas, on June 27, 2022, the Negev 
Forum Steering Committee announced the 
establishment of— 

(1) 6 working groups that foster the inte-
gration of clean energy, food and water secu-
rity, education and coexistence, health, re-
gional security, and tourism; and 

(2) ‘‘initiatives that strengthen the Pales-
tinian economy and improve the quality of 
life of Palestinians’’; 

Whereas the joint security cooperation be-
tween the United States and Israel in many 
fields, including intelligence sharing, air de-
fense technology, joint comprehensive mili-
tary exercises, and cybersecurity, has proven 
invaluable in strengthening the national se-
curity of the United States and Israel; 

Whereas Israel faces growing threats to its 
security, including— 

(1) Iran’s advancing nuclear program and 
support for global terrorism; 

(2) terrorist threats from Hamas, Pales-
tinian Islamic Jihad, and Hizballah; and 

(3) other terrorist threats; 
Whereas the United States and Israel have 

signed three 10-year bilateral security co-
operation and assistance memoranda of un-
derstanding in which the United States com-
mitted to provide Israel with security assist-
ance valued at— 

(1) $26,700,000,000 during the 10-year period 
ending on September 30, 2008; 

(2) $30,000,000,000 during the 10-year period 
ending on September 30, 2018; and 

(3) $38,000,000,000 during the 10-year period 
ending on September 30, 2028; 

Whereas Congress has appropriated 
amounts in accordance with such memo-
randa of understanding, reflecting the two 
countries’ shared priorities in the region and 
the strength of United States support for 
maintaining Israel’s qualitative military 
edge; 

Whereas Congress passed the Nita M. 
Lowey Middle East Partnership for Peace 
Act of 2020 (title VIII of division K of Public 
Law 116–260), which supports economic devel-
opment and peacebuilding efforts between 
Israelis and Palestinians; 

Whereas antisemitism continues to rise 
globally, reaching an alarming all-time high 
during 2021 with 2,717 incidents in the United 
States and an estimated 1,090,000,000 people 
worldwide harboring antisemitic attitudes, 
making self-determination and a safe haven 
for the Jewish people even more necessary; 

Whereas Israel has absorbed millions of 
Jews from countries throughout the world 
and fully integrated them into Israeli soci-
ety; 

Whereas, the United States and Israel have 
maintained a special relationship for 75 
years based on mutually shared democratic 
values, common strategic interests, and 
moral bonds of friendship and mutual respect 
between their countries and people; 

Whereas Israel’s involvement as an active 
member of the community of nations bene-
fits Israel, the United States, and all govern-
ments that share common values and pro-
mote democratic stability throughout the 
world; and 

Whereas the United States will continue to 
advocate for equitable treatment of Israel in 
international fora in the face of antisemitic 
bias: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the historic significance of, 

and joins the Israeli people in their celebra-
tion of, the 75th anniversary of the founding 
of the State of Israel; 

(2) reaffirms— 
(A) the longstanding and indelible partner-

ship between the United States and Israel; 
(B) the unshakeable commitment of the 

United States to the security of the State of 
Israel; and 

(C) the right of Israel to exist in peace, 
prosperity, and security alongside its neigh-
bors; 

(3) reiterates its support for a comprehen-
sive and lasting peace between Israelis and 
Palestinians, in which both enjoy peace, se-
curity, and prosperity; 

(4) encourages the diplomatic recognition 
of the State of Israel and robust engagement 
with Israel from all governments around the 
world; 

(5) reiterates its support for the Abraham 
Accords, the Negev Forum, and all other on-
going efforts to formalize and strengthen re-
lations between Israel and its Arab neighbors 
in pursuit of a more integrated and peaceful 
region; 

(6) reaffirms its continuing support for 
Israel as a Jewish and democratic state that 
is committed— 

(A) to defending the security, freedom and 
equality of all its inhabitants, regardless of 
religion, race, or sex; and 

(B) to guaranteeing freedom of religion, 
conscience, language, education, and cul-
ture; 

(7) reaffirms that the United States will 
continue to fight against antisemitism glob-
ally and against the efforts to delegitimize 
Israel in international fora; 

(8) commends the people of Israel for their 
remarkable achievements in building a plu-
ralistic democratic society in the Middle 
East; and 

(9) extends the warmest congratulations 
and best wishes to the State of Israel and her 
people for a peaceful, prosperous, and suc-
cessful future. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 189—COM-
MENDING AND CONGRATU-
LATING THE QUINNIPIAC UNI-
VERSITY MEN’S HOCKEY TEAM 
FOR WINNING THE 2023 NA-
TIONAL COLLEGIATE ATHLETIC 
ASSOCIATION DIVISION I MEN’S 
HOCKEY NATIONAL CHAMPION-
SHIP 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself and 
Mr. MURPHY) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 189 

Whereas, on Saturday, April 8, 2023, the 
Quinnipiac University men’s hockey team 
(referred to in this preamble as the 
‘‘Quinnipiac Bobcats’’) won the 2023 National 
Collegiate Athletic Association (referred to 
in this preamble as ‘‘NCAA’’) Men’s Hockey 
Championship with a 3–2 win over the Min-
nesota Golden Gophers, at Amalie Arena in 
Tampa, Florida; 

Whereas the 2023 national championship is 
the first national championship for the 
Quinnipiac Bobcats; 

Whereas the Quinnipiac Bobcats have dem-
onstrated remarkably consistent success in 
the past decade, and have made the NCAA 
Championship tournament in 8 of the last 10 
seasons; 

Whereas Jacob Quillan was named the 
Most Outstanding Player of the 2023 NCAA 
Championship tournament, finishing the 
NCAA Championship tournament with 5 
goals and setting a new Quinnipiac Univer-
sity record for most goals scored in a single 
tournament; 

Whereas Rand Pecknold, the head coach of 
the Quinnipiac Bobcats, has led the team for 
29 years and transformed the Quinnipiac 
Bobcats from a Division II program to a Na-
tional Division I powerhouse; and 

Whereas the National Championship was 
played in front of 20,000 people in Tampa, 
Florida, and was the most watched ‘‘Frozen 
Four Final’’ game in more than 10 years: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commends the Quinnipiac University 

men’s hockey team for winning the 2023 Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic Association Divi-
sion I Men’s Hockey Championship; 

(2) congratulates the fans, students, and 
faculty of Quinnipiac University; and 
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