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‘‘dangerous’’ and ‘‘destabilizing,’’ but 
he failed to mention this was the exact 
same approach he took several years 
ago. 

You know, that is one thing I have 
learned about the Senate. If you are 
around here long enough and if you are 
not careful, you are liable to find your-
self on both sides of an issue and look 
a little hypocritical in the process. 

So back in 2017, our country was in a 
similar position. The United States hit 
the debt ceiling. The Department of 
the Treasury began using extraor-
dinary measures to continue to pay the 
bills, and Congress was racing the 
clock to avoid a default. At that point, 
Republicans held the majority in the 
Senate, and Minority Leader CHUCK 
SCHUMER said the debt ceiling gave 
Democrats leverage in bipartisan talks. 
He and then-Speaker NANCY PELOSI 
strategically used a potential debt cri-
sis to strengthen their hand in broader 
negotiations, which is a pretty sharp 
contrast with Senator SCHUMER’s posi-
tion today. When he was the one trying 
to negotiate, the debt ceiling was fair 
game as leverage, but when it is House 
Republicans who are being the respon-
sible ones by initiating a proposal to 
raise the debt ceiling—and I say initi-
ating a negotiation, hopefully—he says 
it is dangerous, it is destabilizing, it is 
hostage-taking. The hypocrisy is pal-
pable. 

The problem with Democrats’ argu-
ment here isn’t just rhetorical; it is 
also impractical. From the get-go, 
Speaker MCCARTHY has made it abso-
lutely clear that a clean debt ceiling 
increase will not pass the House. The 
votes aren’t there, plain and simple. 
Now, Senate Republicans have made it 
abundantly clear that a clean debt ceil-
ing cannot pass the Senate. Those are 
the facts. It won’t pass the House, and 
it can’t pass the Senate. 

Last week, I joined 42 Republican col-
leagues in affirming our support for the 
House’s proposal to initiate a negotia-
tion to raise the debt ceiling. We 
signed a letter to Senator SCHUMER, 
that was led by my friend Senator LEE 
of Utah, saying, we will not vote for 
cloture on any bill that raises the debt 
ceiling without substantive spending 
and budget reforms. 

We all know that in a Chamber that 
requires 60 votes to move legislation, a 
united block of 43 Senators means it 
ain’t going to happen. If Senator SCHU-
MER puts a clean debt ceiling increase 
on the floor, it will fail; he won’t have 
the votes. And that is just a fact of life. 

The big question now is, Where does 
that leave us? I see two options. Option 
1: The Senate can spend the next few 
weeks holding show votes on bills that 
are guaranteed to fail. Democrats can 
waste even more time, as our country 
inches closer and closer to a debt cri-
sis—something both sides have said 
they want to avoid—or, second option, 
the President can get off the sidelines 
and start negotiating with Speaker 
MCCARTHY so we can make progress on 
a bipartisan bill that will actually pass 
both Chambers of Congress. 

I think we know what is going to 
happen. There has to be a negotiated 
outcome. The President can say: I am 
not going to negotiate. He will nego-
tiate if he wants to avoid economic ca-
tastrophe. 

Already, the public is very anxious 
about the condition of our economy. 
Inflation is at a 40-year high. It has 
come down a tad, but the Federal Re-
serve continues to raise interest rates, 
make everything more expensive. Com-
panies are laying off employees, par-
ticularly in the tech sector. People are 
worried. Their cost of living has in-
creased dramatically. 

I was having lunch with a friend of 
mine in Austin, TX, yesterday who is a 
homebuilder. And he talked about the 
dramatic increase in the components of 
homes that he builds—everything from 
lumber to air-conditioning, to plumb-
ing. You name it, everything is more 
expensive. 

So President Biden will, contrary to 
his current position, negotiate. I am 
confident of that. But it seems like he 
is committed to a soap opera in the 
meantime—a lot of drama, a lot of 
wailing, and gnashing of teeth, a lot of 
speculation that is going to do nothing 
but to rattle the confidence of the 
American people in their economy and 
what the future may hold. 

This is really an unforced error by 
the President. It is time to accept the 
fact that a clean debt ceiling increase 
has no chance of becoming law. 

So the ball is in our Democratic col-
leagues’ court. I think President Biden 
didn’t think Speaker MCCARTHY would 
be able to pull together the votes to 
pass a bill in the House, and he 
thought, That gives me ultimate lever-
age because if Republicans in the 
House can’t get it together, they are 
going to have no option but to deal 
with me on my terms. 

But Speaker MCCARTHY and House 
Republicans, I am proud to say, were 
able to come up with a reasonable bill 
that includes raising the debt ceiling. 

Now, I understand President Biden 
may say: Well, I don’t like that; there 
are parts of it I simply can’t accept. 
But that is how negotiations get start-
ed. But not if the President of the 
United States, the leader of the free 
world, is sitting on his couch, waiting 
for the American people to become 
more and more anxious about their fu-
ture, including the future of the econ-
omy and their jobs. 

Last month, the House passed a bill 
to avert a debt crisis, and now it is the 
Democrats’ turn to respond. That is ne-
gotiating 101: One side makes an offer, 
and the other side counteroffers. 

Each day our country is moving clos-
er and closer to a debt default. Presi-
dent Biden has wasted months 
parroting the same ridiculous talking 
points, and now is not the time to dou-
ble down on that tired rhetoric. It is 
time to start talking. And, again, it is 
not uncommon for debt limit increases 
to be coupled with broader negotia-
tions. 

As I pointed out, Senator SCHUMER 
was a proponent of that back in 2017. 
He said at the time the debt ceiling 
‘‘gives another ample opportunity for 
bipartisanship, not for one party jam-
ming its choices down the throats of 
the other.’’ 

I agree with Senator SCHUMER in 
2017, and I disagree with CHUCK SCHU-
MER in 2023, in his current position. 

So far, Democrats have blindly ad-
hered to this position of no negotia-
tions, no reform; let’s just keep on 
spending until we bankrupt this coun-
try. 

It is time to change course and to 
focus on solutions. The art of the pos-
sible—that is what we are here to do. 
We need to focus on solutions that can 
pass a Republican-led House and a 
Democrat-led Senate. 

And that means Speaker MCCARTHY 
and President Biden need to talk. And 
more than that, they need to reach an 
agreement and to do so soon. It is time 
for President Biden to respond to the 
House’s offer with a reasonable 
counteroffer and to negotiate an end to 
this potential debt ceiling crisis. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Louisiana. 
Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent to use a prop or 
two during my remarks. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 878 
Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, today, 

I would like to talk about a distasteful 
subject to me—I get angry whenever I 
think about it—fentanyl dealers. I hope 
there is a special place in Hell for 
them—fentanyl dealers. 

Today is National Fentanyl Aware-
ness Day. In 2021, fentanyl killed 71,000 
Americans. If you break down these 
sterile statistics, you will see that 
somebody in our country dies from 
fentanyl poisoning every 7 seconds. 
There ought to be a special place in 
Hell for fentanyl dealers. 

And these aren’t just sterile statis-
tics. These are real people, and they 
have real families whose lives are torn 
apart. A lot of these deaths occur 
among young people. Fentanyl is now 
the leading cause of death for Ameri-
cans who are 18 to 49. 

From 2020 to 2021, fentanyl deaths in 
our country increased by 24 percent. It 
was even more among young people. 

What you allow is what will con-
tinue. And today, this body—the U.S. 
Congress—allows fentanyl dealers to 
carry on their person, if they would 
like to, enough fentanyl to kill 20,000 
Americans before they face a manda-
tory 5-year minimum sentence if they 
are caught. Until these fentanyl deal-
ers have to deal themselves with real 
consequences, I think the carnage is 
going to continue. 

I have a bill—it is called the Fairness 
in Fentanyl Sentencing Act of 2023, and 
it will change what I just talked about 
drastically. It will reduce the amount 
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of fentanyl that a fentanyl dealer has 
to possess before facing the mandatory 
minimum 5 years of prison. 

Now, I know you know this, but when 
you are dealing with fentanyl, the 
amounts really matter. Fentanyl is 50 
times more potent than heroin—not 5, 
not 15—50 times more potent. It takes 
only 2 milligrams to kill you. 

Here is a pencil. Here is the point of 
the pencil. The amount of fentanyl you 
can put on the point of a pencil will 
kill you. 

Let me say that again. 
The amount of fentanyl that you can 

put on the point of a pencil will kill 
you. 

Today, fentanyl dealers can carry up 
to 40 grams of fentanyl before they face 
the mandatory minimum 5 years of 
prison. 

And with me today is one of my col-
leagues, Mr. Wesley Davis, who is also 
a good lawyer, I might add. This is 40 
grams of fentanyl. It is not actually 
fentanyl; it is flour. But if the flour 
were fentanyl, this would be 40 grams. 
You can have this much—you have to 
have this much before you get a min-
imum of a 5-year sentence. And remem-
ber the pencil? Enough to go on the 
head of a pencil can kill you. But you 
have to have this much—I don’t know 
how many pencil points this is, but it 
is a lot. You have to have this much to 
get a minimum 5-year sentence—40 
grams. 

It would kill 20,000 people. This 
amount will kill every Member of this 
body 200 times over—every Member of 
this body 200 times over. And thanks to 
us, and the laws that we passed, the 
fentanyl dealer would just get a min-
imum 5-year sentence. 

This bag has 400 grams in it. It is 
flour, but fentanyl would represent the 
same thing. This has 400 grams. You 
have to have 400 grams, given the laws 
that we have passed, to face a manda-
tory 10-year sentence, and 400 grams 
will kill 200,000 people dead as a door-
nail. 

Shreveport, LA, in my State—some 
of you have been there; if you haven’t, 
you should visit—is home to 184,000 
people. So a dealer has to have 400 
grams—an amount that would kill 
every man, woman, and child in 
Shreveport, 400 grams—in order to get 
a mandatory 10-year sentence. 

These sentencing guidelines do not 
reflect how much damage can be done 
with just a little bit of fentanyl. For 
example, fentanyl dealers face a 5-year 
mandatory minimum sentence if they 
have 5 grams of methamphetamine. To 
get 5 years in prison, you just have to 
have 5 grams of methamphetamine, but 
you have to have 40 grams of fentanyl, 
which is 50 times more powerful than 
heroin. Does that make any sense to 
anyone? 

Meth is a bad drug. I am not defend-
ing meth. But it is not nearly as lethal 
as fentanyl. This stuff will kill you, 
and people deal it every day in Amer-
ica. They deal it every day, and they 
are not facing consequences. In 2021, in 

fact, meth killed less than half as 
many people as fentanyl. Yet fentanyl 
traffickers—fentanyl dealers—I don’t 
want to call them traffickers because 
that sounds too tame to me, too beige. 
They are dealers. They are drug deal-
ers. They are death dealers. Fentanyl 
dealers can possess eight times as 
much fentanyl before facing the same 
mandatory minimum sentence as 
somebody who is dealing meth. We 
need a sentencing scheme that looks 
like somebody designed the damn thing 
on purpose. 

We need to have a Criminal Code that 
reflects fentanyl’s lethal force. 

(Mr. MARKEY assumed the Chair.) 
My bill, the Fairness in Fentanyl 

Sentencing Act of 2023, is pretty sim-
ple. It will cut the fentanyl threshold 
for the 5-year mandatory minimum 
sentence from 40 grams to 2 grams— 
from 40 grams to 2 grams. You are not 
going to have 2 grams of fentanyl on 
you unless you are dealing. 

It would reduce the legal threshold 
for fentanyl analogs as well. Fentanyl 
analogs are synthetic copycats of 
fentanyl, and actually, these analogs 
can be even more lethal than pure 
fentanyl itself. 

Today, a dealer can carry up to 10 
grams of fentanyl analogs before facing 
a 5-year mandatory minimum sen-
tence. My bill would drop that thresh-
old down to half a gram. By doing this, 
my bill helps our Criminal Code reflect 
the reality that fentanyl is not like 
other drugs. It is not. I mean, as bad as 
meth is, as bad as PCP is, as bad as 
crack cocaine is, as bad as heroin is, as 
bad as powder cocaine is, fentanyl is in 
a class by itself. 

The drug cartels who operate south 
of our border have found that fentanyl 
is a cheap way to cut corners and to 
make more money. They use fentanyl 
to make other drugs. They put 
fentanyl into cocaine. They put it into 
heroin, which makes the final concoc-
tion cheaper and more powerful. 
Today, everything from marijuana to 
Adderall can be laced with lethal 
amounts of fentanyl on the black mar-
ket. It gives the concoction more kick, 
and the drug dealers make more 
money, which is all they care about. If 
the drug dealers don’t measure it right, 
it will kill you. 

Now, look, we all know that young 
people experiment, and many young 
people—I dare say most young people— 
are going to try drugs. When my son, 
whom I love more than life itself, was 
a youngster—he is no longer young. 
Well, he is young. 

I consider you and I young, Mr. 
President. 

When my son was growing up—he is 
now a grown man—I would lecture him 
about drugs, and I would say: Don’t use 
them. I knew he was going to try them, 
but I would say: Don’t use them. 

He said: Dad, why? 
You get addicted. You get addicted. 
I was always terrified that my son 

would get addicted and would fall in 
with the wrong crowd. 

That conversation today is different 
for parents with young teenagers. Now 
it is, you can’t even try it once—not 
fentanyl. You can’t even try LSD or 
meth or PCP or crack cocaine or her-
oin or powder cocaine. Do you know 
why? Because it might have fentanyl in 
it. The drug dealers cut these products 
with fentanyl, and if they put too 
much in it, you get one shot—one shot. 
Forget addiction; the first time a 
young person experiments might be the 
last. 

My State of Louisiana, like every 
other State in this country, has seen 
the carnage of fentanyl. We all have. In 
2021, 94 percent of drug overdose deaths 
in New Orleans were related to what? 
Fentanyl. In Louisiana, we call our 
counties parishes. Our coroner’s office 
in East Baton Rouge Parish inves-
tigated 300 overdose deaths, and 88 per-
cent of them last year were linked to 
fentanyl. In an average month in St. 
Tammany Parish, or county, where I 
live, we lose 10 or 11 people just about 
every month—10 or 11 young people 
usually—to fentanyl overdoses. Why? 
These weren’t people just taking 
fentanyl; these were people taking 
other drugs that drug dealers—each of 
whom should be assigned a special 
place in Hell—that drug dealers are 
cutting with fentanyl to give the con-
coction a higher high to make more 
money. If they measure wrong and put 
too much fentanyl in it, you get to try 
their product one time, and then you 
are dead. These are sons. These are 
daughters. These are friends. These are 
coworkers. And every one of them has 
a family. 

While our families and our kids are 
suffering, the cartels and the drug deal-
ers who help them in America are get-
ting rich. There was a recent report 
from the Department of Justice. It 
stated that fentanyl dealing is one of 
the Sonora Cartel’s most lucrative en-
deavors. That cartel is led by three of 
El Chapo’s sons. We are not talking 
choirboys here; they have made a boat-
load of money selling poison to our 
children. 

But it is not just them; it is dealers 
in the United States as well. Our Cus-
toms and Border Protection officers 
are working as hard as they can to stop 
drugs from coming into this country, 
but their hands are tied by our bad 
policies. 

More people have crossed the border 
in the last year than at any time in the 
history of ever. That is a fact. More 
than 5 million people have entered this 
country illegally under President 
Biden, during the Biden administra-
tion. I only have 4.6 million people in 
Louisiana, so imagine just us adding 
another State besides Louisiana. The 
problem is expected to get worse. As we 
know, title 42 expires next week, and 
more people will be coming in. But it is 
not just folks who are coming into our 
country illegally. 
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Let me say, I don’t hate migrants. I 

don’t hate immigrants. I love immi-
grants. I mean, we are a nation of im-
migrants. But we have a legal immi-
gration system, and we ought to follow 
it. Most Americans distinguish be-
tween legal immigration and illegal 
immigration. If you support legal im-
migration, as I do, and oppose illegal 
immigration, that doesn’t make you a 
racist, as some people think. 

The American people oppose illegal 
immigration and support legal immi-
gration for the same reason they lock 
their front doors at night. Most Ameri-
cans don’t lock their front doors at 
night because they hate everybody on 
the outside; they do it because they 
love people on the inside, and they 
want to know who is coming in and 
out. They are happy to welcome—I am 
happy to welcome Nigerian doctors and 
German engineers and whomever to 
come into our country legally. Vetting 
people at the border is not racist; it is 
prudent. 

But a lot comes across that border— 
and not just people. A lot of fentanyl 
does as well. In 2022, Customs and Bor-
der Protection seized 14,000 pounds of 
fentanyl—a 127-percent increase from 
the previous year. That is enough 
fentanyl to kill every man, every 
woman, every child in the United 
States. 

We have to show the cartels and the 
people in America, in our communities, 
who are dealing this stuff that there 
are consequences for poisoning people, 
especially young people. 

I have also introduced a bill called 
Ending the Notorious, Aggressive, and 
Remorseless Criminal Organizations 
and Syndicates Act of 2023. It is known 
as the NARCOS Act. It will designate 
these cartels as foreign terrorist orga-
nizations. We need to give our border 
agents the resources to secure the bor-
der and to stop these dealers before 
they set foot in our country. 

Let me return to the Fairness in 
Fentanyl Sentencing Act of 2023. It is 
not going to solve the problem, but it 
is a start. Dealers carrying enough 
fentanyl to kill a small town deserve to 
face a minimum mandatory sentence of 
5 years, and they deserve to be pun-
ished more severely than someone car-
rying meth or PCP or crack cocaine be-
cause fentanyl is in a class by itself. 
Without serious prison sentences for 
these drug dealers who put money over 
human life, we are not going to make 
progress. A 5-year prison sentence can 
close one stream of fentanyl into our 
communities, and it might deter the 
next person who is looking to make a 
quick buck while trafficking this poi-
son. 

I am going to be clear. I am almost 
done. My bill is not looking to punish 
acts. My bill will not punish acts. I be-
lieve in free will and responsibility, but 
I also think there are mitigating cir-
cumstances in the nitty-gritty of life. 
That is why, if you are an addict and 
you are convicted of a crime, a serious 
crime, a judge will consider mitigating 

circumstances, like addiction. I 
wouldn’t wish addiction on my worst 
enemy. 

This bill isn’t about addiction. A lot 
of these people don’t even take their 
own product. This is about people— 
fentanyl dealers—who deal death every 
day to make money, and there ought to 
be a special place in Hell for them. In 
Congress, this Senate punishes them 
less than we punish somebody dealing 
meth. 

Mr. President, as if in legislative ses-
sion, I ask unanimous consent that the 
Committee on the Judiciary be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
S. 878 and the Senate proceed to its im-
mediate consideration. Further, I ask 
that the bill be considered read a third 
time and passed and that the motion to 
reconsider be considered made and laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. BOOKER. Reserving the right to 
object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Jersey. 

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, the Sen-
ator from Louisiana is a friend and 
someone who is, as he said, angry 
about these issues. That passion is 
real. His anger, his frustration, his de-
termination is something that I share. 
In fact, I think this is one of the issues 
that, if you polled 100 Senators, you 
would see 100 Senators who sincerely 
and urgently believe we need to do 
something with this crisis that the 
Senator from Louisiana has so pat-
ently and clearly and candidly put for-
ward. The fentanyl crisis is killing 
Americans at outrageous rates. Doing 
nothing or continuing to do the same 
thing is absolutely unacceptable. 

So my colleague, his passion—Lou-
isianians should know that this is one 
of the best fighters when it comes to 
protecting people in his State, and his 
passion for protection affects people all 
over this country. 

But this is the challenge I have. We 
have now seen generations of the so- 
called War on Drugs, and the solutions 
that we seem to come up with are 
about more and more and more incar-
ceration, longer and longer and longer 
sentences. And if that would solve the 
problem, count me in for continuing to 
go down that pathway. 

We now incarcerate more people than 
any country on the planet Earth. One 
out of every three incarcerated women 
on the planet Earth is here in America. 
One out of every four incarcerated peo-
ple in the world is here in America. But 
has that stopped the crisis of drugs in 
our communities, kids dying of 
fentanyl, of opioids? No. There is no 
correlation. Not one study—nothing— 
shows that higher and higher rates, 
higher and higher sentencing relate in 
any way to safer communities, and I 
have looked for that data. 

The Department of Justice itself— 
the folks who are prosecuting people 
for drugs—their own report from the 
National Institute of Justice says more 

severe punishments do not chasten in-
dividuals convicted of these crimes. It 
has no correlation at all. 

And yet, as my colleagues pointed 
out, every 7 seconds someone is dying. 
And so the question is this: What will 
make the difference? 

My colleague, if you follow the evi-
dence that you so passionately talked 
about on this day—National Fentanyl 
Awareness Day—the things that we 
know are actually driving down the 
deaths are treating this issue like a na-
tional health crisis. 

Yes, we need law enforcement. Yes, 
we need to stop this fentanyl coming 
into our country. Yes, the law enforce-
ment needs all the tools. I support 
them. I will fight for them. I will con-
tinue to invest in them. 

But what is lacking to save lives is 
the kind of healthcare access that we 
need. Drug treatment, awareness, pub-
lic health interventions—we know 
those work, but yet we don’t have the 
resources in communities to do them. 

I bring your attention to some of the 
facts. The National Institutes of 
Health reports that 85 percent of our 
prison population right now—think 
about that. The overwhelming major-
ity of our prison population right now 
has an active substance use disorder of 
people incarcerated involving drug use. 
That is who we are incarcerating in 
America right now, folks coming in 
and out, getting further and further en-
gaged in that dark world of drug abuse 
and drug sales; but we are not solving 
the problem. 

Let me bring attention to the fact 
that, when it comes to sentencing, my 
colleague was talking about the man-
datory minimums. But do you know 
what? If you get caught with posses-
sion—I know this—you get tagged with 
possession with intent to distribute. 
God, if you are in a school zone, you 
get tagged with something else. 

We have prosecutors now that could 
stack up 20, 30, 40, 50 years, even more 
so. I don’t know if folks know this, but 
on your first offense, possession with 
intent to distribute has a 5-year man-
datory minimum, but you could be 
given up to 40 years. In the second of-
fense in the United States of America, 
you could get a life sentence. The man-
datory minimum is 10 years to life. 

Is that stopping the crisis in our 
country? Do we need to bring in the 
death penalty? Is that going to stop 
what is happening in every 7 seconds? 

Thirty years I have lived in Newark— 
25 years to be exact—and God, I have 
watched the drug war and what it has 
done: more mandatory minimums, 
more incarceration, and lives that con-
tinue to be destroyed by the horrors of 
drugs. I beg this body to look at the 
evidence of what actually saves lives. 

Did you know that the No. 1 reason 
why people don’t call for help when 
someone is having a drug overdose is 
because they are afraid of the con-
sequences when they engage with the 
police? People are dying right now be-
cause people are afraid of the police be-
cause we are treating this like just a 
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law enforcement problem and not a 
public health problem. 

I will join with any colleague on ei-
ther side of the aisle to stop the 
scourge of fentanyl taking too many of 
our children, but, God, follow the evi-
dence, and let’s work together on what 
we see is actually lowering causes, low-
ering the rates of death. 

So, yes, I object with a heart that is 
hurting with the same anger that my 
colleague has shown. 

I will work with him. We have 
worked together before. Let’s do some-
thing that is a comprehensive ap-
proach, that follows the data, that fol-
lows the report, that follows the Na-
tional Institutes of Health and the 
DOJ’s best recommendations. 

I will join with him, and we will 
bring to the floor a comprehensive bill 
that does affect the fentanyl coming 
into our country, overwhelmingly 
being brought by Americans; that does 
affect law enforcement’s capabilities 
and powers to detect those substances, 
as I found out on the border; that does 
impact the addicts that he so passion-
ately and compassionately cares about. 
Let’s do a comprehensive bill, not 
something that the data does not sup-
port will actually stop children from 
dying like they have died in the many 
seconds that I have talked. 

I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-

jection is heard. 
The Senator from Louisiana. 
Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I lis-

tened very carefully to my friend Sen-
ator BOOKER’s remarks, and I appre-
ciate them, and I thank him for his 
offer to work together. And I do want 
to work with him again, but I want to 
make a couple of things clear. My bill 
doesn’t deal with addiction. My bill 
deals with dealers. 

A pencil, the point of the pencil— 
enough heroin to fit on a point of a 
pencil will kill you dead. You are not 
walking around with 40 grams of 
fentanyl for your own personal use. 
You are going to deal it. You are going 
to cut other drugs with it. You are 
going to sell it to young people, prob-
ably not even tell them fentanyl is in 
it. 

And you are not going to measure the 
fentanyl very carefully. If you get too 
much in it, somebody dies. There are 
others, because if you can get them to 
take your meth with fentanyl—laced 
with fentanyl—given that fentanyl is 
50 times more powerful, more addictive 
than heroin, you can get them ad-
dicted. 

I am not talking about addicts. I am 
talking about dealers—dealers in 
death, dealers that this body punishes 
less severely than a meth dealer or a 
crack cocaine dealer or a PCP dealer or 
an LSD dealer. 

What you allow is what will con-
tinue. I don’t know if my bill will stop 
all the fentanyl dealers in America. I 
can’t make you that promise. But it 
will, sure as hell, stop the dealer 
caught dealing, and that will save 
lives. 

I agree with my good friend Senator 
BOOKER. I believe in justice. The defini-
tion of justice for some is complicated. 
I believe in the definition that was put 
forth. I think it was Saint Augustine 
who said: Justice is when you get what 
you deserve. Justice is when you get 
what you deserve. And fentanyl dealers 
deserve, yes, a special place in hell, but 
they sure deserve to be punished more 
severely than dealers of less dangerous 
drugs. 

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that I be permitted 
to speak for 11 minutes, followed by 
Senator GRASSLEY for 10 minutes, and 
Senator MENENDEZ for 5 minutes prior 
to the scheduled vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from New Jersey. 
GUN VIOLENCE 

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I rise to 
speak about another public health cri-
sis. I feel a little bit like I am in this 
horrific version of Ground Hog Day be-
cause I have come to the floor of the 
Senate to speak about this crisis time 
and time again. 

This is a public health crisis that is 
happening only in America, a public 
health crisis that is impacting every 
community in this country, whether it 
is a rural town called Uvalde, a movie 
theater in Aurora, a school in Nash-
ville—the uniquely American crisis of 
gun violence. 

If you love this country, I will tell 
you, if America hasn’t broken your 
heart, you don’t love her enough. This 
is heart wrenching—a specifically, 
uniquely American epidemic. 

And so I stand here on the Senate 
floor heartbroken, like so many Ameri-
cans, and share the sense of obligation 
that we speak as a nation after a mass 
shooting, that we don’t treat this like 
business as usual. 

Decades ago, in this body, if eight 
people were shot and killed—I think we 
should share a sense of outrage with 
our heartbreak that in the face of al-
most daily reportings of gun violence 
victims, many of them innocent chil-
dren, we have failed to respond to this 
crisis. 

Instead, we choose the pathway of in-
action or choosing a pathway where 
the action is in no way proportionate 
to the crisis. We have allowed carnage 
in our country to persist, and we have 
chosen to value the power of wealth 
and special interests to overcome the 
majority will of a nation. 

It seems so common now to turn on 
the TV and see, yet again, Americans 
being slaughtered in our Nation. This 
past Saturday, that place was a shop-
ping mall. It was in the suburbs of Dal-
las. It was in the suburbs of Dallas, 
where a shooter opened fire on shop-
pers with an AR–15-style rifle. We are 
still learning more about this event, 
but the early reports indicate that at 
least eight lives have been lost and nu-
merous others wounded. Lives shat-
tered, crippled by weapons that belong 
in a war zone, firing with bullets that 

rip through bodies with gruesome re-
ality; victims from their sixties to a 
child—to a child—that is 5 years old. 

Only in America. Only in America. 
Only in this country is something 

like this routine. Eight people killed, 
and we continue with a growing savage 
normalcy that just accepts this car-
nage. Eight more souls—eight more. 

Every time one of these shootings 
happens, we go through the same mo-
tions, almost beginning to seem like 
autopilot. I see the same tweets. I see 
the same moans. I see similar state-
ments. And then we seem to get to a 
point where it leaves the headlines, 
just to be replaced by another slaugh-
ter, by another shooting, by another 
mass murder, by another child dying, 
by another kid without his parents. We 
seem to have resigned ourselves to this 
cycle of carnage, and the responses are 
‘‘thoughts and prayers.’’ 

As the death toll climbs, thoughts 
and prayers. As more people die, 
thoughts and prayers. As more people 
are put into the ground, thoughts and 
prayers. As more families and commu-
nities and places of worship and places 
of commerce are forever remembered 
as the place where family members, 
friends, and loved ones died. Only in 
America. Only in America. Only in 
America. 

Yesterday, May 8, was the 128th day 
of the year. In those 128 days, there 
have been 201—201 mass shootings. In 
those 128 days, more than 14,000 Ameri-
cans have been killed by gun violence. 
In 128 days, there have been 12,000 
Americans who have been injured, 
many of them crippled, many of them 
with forever scars on their bodies and 
trauma to their souls. 

This staggering toll includes people 
who weren’t shot in mass shootings. We 
just had a 14-year-old girl shot because 
she was playing hide-and-seek—shot in 
the back of the head because she went 
on someone else’s property. 

What about the young Black boy who 
was in the wrong place at the wrong 
time, mistakenly ringing the wrong 
doorbell, only to be shot and trauma-
tized for the rest of his life. 

What about the toddler, a toddler 
shot in the head after a gun fell off a 
shelf. 

As of 2018, we have seen an explosion 
of gun purchases in the United States. 
We now have 390 million guns in cir-
culation, which means there are more 
guns in this Nation right now than 
there are people. 

In my lifetime alone, just a short 50- 
plus years of my life, more Americans 
have been killed by gun violence in the 
United States than all of our wars, 
from the Revolutionary War to the 
World Wars, to the Vietnam war, to the 
Korean war, to the War on Terror. 
Than all of our wars combined, we have 
had more people in our country killed 
by gun violence in the last 50 years. 
And every single day that this body 
does nothing, another 120 people die. 
Only in America. Only in America. 

We have gun death rates that are 8 
times higher than our northern neigh-
bor Canada; 22 times higher than the 
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