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SEC. 3. ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS.

Not later than September 30, 2024, the Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration shall make the following improve-
ments:

(1) Complete implementation of a Federal
NOTAM System (in this section referred to
as a “FNS”).

(2) Implement a back-up system to the
FNS.

(3) Brief the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate on a plan to enhance the capability
to deliver information through the FNS that
is machine-readable, filterable, and in the
format used by the International Civil Avia-
tion Organization (ICAO) to promote further
global harmonization among neighboring Air
Navigation Service Providers (ANSPs) and
provide users of the National Airspace Sys-
tem with one consistent format for domestic
and international operations.

The amendment was ordered to be
engrossed and the bill to be read a
third time.

The bill was read the third time.

The bill (H.R. 346), as amended, was
passed.

Mr. SCHUMER. A word on what we
just did. A few moments ago, the Sen-
ate unanimously passed the NOTAM
Improvement Act requiring the FAA to
look into the resiliency of the cyber se-
curity of Notice to Air Missions sys-
tem, which is critical for alerting pi-
lots of danger when flying.

Nobody wants a repeat of the chaos
and delay we saw at our airports back
this January when FAA’s NOTAM sys-
tem went down.

This legislation will get the FAA to
take a hard look under the hood of
NOTAM to ensure it is as safe and reli-
able and well-protected from cyber at-
tacks and technical glitches as pos-
sible.

I want to thank my colleagues who
worked hard on this: Senator KLoO-
BUCHAR, the lead sponsor; Senator CAP-
ITO; and Senator MORAN for their work
on this legislation. And, of course, I
thank Senator CANTWELL, chair of the
Commerce Committee, for her good
work on this as well. She gets a lot
done.

———

COMMEMORATING THE 25TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE SIGNING OF
THE GOOD FRIDAY AGREEMENT

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
157.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 157) commemorating
the 256th anniversary of the signing of the
Good Friday Agreement, and for other pur-
poses.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I fur-
ther ask unanimous the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
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and the motions to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table
with no intervening action or debate.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.
The preamble was agreed to.
(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of March 30, 2023,
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.””)

——————

CONGRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF OKLAHOMA WOMEN’S
GYMNASTICS TEAM FOR WIN-
NING THE 2023 NATIONAL COLLE-
GIATE ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
CHAMPIONSHIP, THE PROGRAM’S
SIXTH TITLE OVERALL

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
204, which is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 204) congratulating
the University of Oklahoma women’s gym-
nastics team for winning the 2023 National
Collegiate Athletic Association champion-
ship, the program’s sixth title overall.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

—————

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 10,
2023

Mr. SCHUMER. Finally, Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that
when the Senate completes its business
today, it stand adjourned until 10 a.m.,
Wednesday, May 10; following the pray-
er and pledge, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the
morning hour be deemed expired, and
the time for the two leaders be re-
served for their use later in the day
and morning business be closed; that
following the conclusion of morning
business, the Senate proceed to execu-
tive session to resume consideration of
the Gorordo nomination, postcloture,
and that all time be considered expired
at 11:30 a.m.; that following the cloture
vote on the Wright-Gallo nomination,
the Senate recess until 2:15 p.m. to
allow for the weekly caucus meetings;
that if cloture is invoked, notwith-
standing rule XXII, at 2:30 p.m., the
Senate vote on confirmation of the
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Wright-Gallo nomination; that upon
disposition of the nomination, the Sen-
ate resume consideration of the Shogan
nomination; that there be 10 minutes,
equally divided, prior to a vote on con-
firmation of the nomination; and that
upon disposition of the Shogan nomi-
nation, the Senate resume consider-
ation of the Gupta nomination and the
Senate vote on confirmation at 5:30
p.m.; finally, that if any nominations
are confirmed, the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table and the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s actions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SCHUMER. For the information
of the Senate, there are two rollcall
votes at 11:30, two at 2:30, and one at
5:30 p.m.

———

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. SCHUMER. If there is no further
business to come before the Senate, I
ask that it stand adjourned under the
previous order following the remarks—
I am sure they will be excellent—of
Senator MURKOWSKI of Alaska.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska.

————
THE STANDING COMMITTEE OF
PARLIAMENTARIANS OF THE

ARCTIC REGION

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
would welcome the majority leader to
stay and listen to my comments this
evening because I am speaking about
the Arctic, and as a Senator from New
York, he could certainly appreciate the
role that the Arctic plays.

Mr. SCHUMER. If the Senator would
yield, I love the Arctic. I have never
been there, but I have seen many films
and movies about it. I am sure her re-
marks will be excellent, but I must
give a speech at the bipartisan spouses’
dinner. So I regret that I will not hear
her remarks directly, but I will scan
them in the RECORD.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. The majority
leader is invited to the Arctic at any
time of his choosing. January is a fine
time.

Mr. President, I do share with col-
leagues—they hear it from me quite
frequently—that the United States is
an Arctic nation. Hailing from the fine
State of Georgia, in the South, the Pre-
siding Officer might not think or ap-
preciate the role that your State plays
in the Arctic, but each of our 50
States—each of our 50 States—sees
benefit, sees opportunity because we
are an Arctic nation. And we are an
Arctic nation by virtue of the fact
that, in my home State of Alaska,
parts of it sit above the Arctic Circle.

It is our status as a nation. It is our
good fortune, I think, as a nation. We
have opportunities to come together as
Arctic nations and work on its com-
mon challenges and shared opportuni-
ties, and we had such an opportunity
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just a couple of weeks back when, here
in Washington, DC, we were able to be
an Arctic host nation in welcoming the
Standing Committee of Parliamentar-
ians of the Arctic Region for our con-
ference. We held it here in the Capitol.

I think many have heard of the Arc-
tic Council. The Arctic Council is the
governing body. It is the primary insti-
tution for intergovernmental coopera-
tion in the Arctic. You may know that,
currently, as of this moment, the Arc-
tic Council is chaired by Russia. Obvi-
ously, it is very challenging right now,
at a time when Russia is engaged in
this horrible war against Ukraine.

I will have an opportunity to speak,
in just a few moments, to that, but as
we think about the Arctic Council, I
think it is also important to recognize
that the standing committee—the
Standing Committee of Parliamentar-
ians of the Arctic Region—is also a
body that is quite important. It facili-
tates a biennial gathering of represent-
atives from the various parliaments
and legislatures of the eight Arctic na-
tions. There are also permanent par-
ticipants, indigenous groups that are
part of the Arctic parliamentarians, as
well as representatives from the Nordic
Council and other councils. As an enti-
ty, then, the standing committee helps
to make recommendations to the Arc-
tic Council itself.

But the standing Committee is made
up of policymakers, again, from these
Arctic nations coming together, talk-
ing about the issues in our respective
regions and how together we can guide
the broader Arctic toward a more sus-
tainable future. I have been involved as
a member of the standing committee
for nearly my entire tenure here in the
U.S. Senate.

I am the United States’ sole rep-
resentative on the standing committee,
and I am now very privileged to serve
as its vice chair and have done so now
for the past 3 years.

We hold our conferences in, obvi-
ously, other parts of the Arctic. We
have been to Helsinki in Finland. We
have been in Reykjavik in Iceland. We
have been up to Norway, Sweden, and
several times in Alaska itself, one
meeting in Anchorage and then a min-
isterial meeting held in Fairbanks.

And then, as I mentioned, just a cou-
ple weeks ago now, we held our con-
ference for 2023 here in Washington,
DC. It is not exactly an Arctic capital
here—I get that—but it is a place
where we could all come together to
convene and discuss the challenges and
the opportunities that we face in the
Far North.

So we were proud to welcome rep-
resentatives from five Arctic nations
at the conference. In addition to the
United States, we had delegates
present from Canada, Denmark, Green-
land, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden.

(Mr. KELLY assumed the Chair.)

And I am going to share with you and
those here in the Chamber a map of the
Arctic region. I think, when most peo-
ple think about the Arctic, they think
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about the globe, and there is the top of
the globe. You have that piece up there
that looks so far and so remote. The
Presiding Officer is probably the only
one in this Chamber who has had an
opportunity to see the Arctic as it real-
ly is. The Presiding Officer was up
there in space and had a chance to see
the Arctic region laid out as it is.

Here is Alaska here, Canada, Green-
land, and Iceland, just on the outside;
obviously, Russia, with the vast, vast
territory above the Arctic Circle; Fin-
land, Sweden, Norway above here.

But not only do we include in our
delegation representatives from the
Arctic nations, but we also include
those from the European Parliament.

We had a representative from the
Nordic Council, the West Nordic Coun-
cil, the Saami Council, the Gwich’in
Council International, the Aleut Inter-
national Association, and the Arctic
Athabaskan Council.

We were able to meet over in the
Capitol Visitor Center for a morning of
open discussion. We began with re-
marks from the chair of the Standing
Committee, Aaja Chemnitz Larsen.
Aaja is from Greenland. She is a mem-
ber of the Danish Folketing.

We take care of the business and
presentations from not only our per-
spective here in the United States. We
had a good strong discussion about the
United States and our role, how we
have stepped into a greatly amplified
role when it comes to Arctic leader-
ship, personnel, policies, as well as in-
frastructure.

Following our meetings, we were able
to go over to the Norwegian Embassy
and held a policy-focused panel. We had
a reception with the Fulbright Arctic
Scholars and a pretty robust Arctic
working dinner. We called it our Arctic
salon to kind of close out the day. But
it was an opportunity to really come
together and share many of the issues
that these Arctic nations are dealing
with today.

Obviously, climate change was front
and center as part of these discussions.
We talked about the threats from
coastal erosion and increasing wildland
fires that we are seeing in the tundra
and taiga areas, the challenges that a
warming climate brings with food secu-
rity issues, and, certainly, from Alas-
ka’s perspective, the challenges that
we are seeing with our fisheries—a sub-
sistence identity that is key and cen-
tral to so many of not only our Native
people around the State but so many
who live a subsistence lifestyle.

So many of us, as Arctic nations,
share common challenges like lack of
core infrastructure, our need for sus-
tainable economic development, and
the priorities for our First Peoples. We
talked about what we see with the rise
of shipping and trade, as well as new
industries, such as mariculture. There
are a lot of real positives that I think
we are seeing, but we are also seeing
significant shared challenges.

So many are facing outmigration of
young people. We are certainly seeing
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that in my State, but also in the Far
North, in Canada and in some of the
other areas, and, certainly, an issue in
Greenland.

We talked about housing shortages
and what that means in Arctic environ-
ments. We talked a lot about mental
health issues and the challenges that
s0 many in the northern regions face,
and public safety issues.

There was so, so much that was on
our plate, and, again, talking about
challenges but also talking about some
of the best practices. And, of course,
you have to talk about the geopolitical
landscape and how it is impacting
these shared challenges and really how
we move forward to address them.

And you can’t avoid this. You can’t
avoid these geopolitical discussions be-
cause the largest Arctic nation, Russia,
is typically part of the standing com-
mittee. They are one of the eight Arc-
tic nations. But this year they were
not present. They were not welcomed.
They were not represented due to their
own doing, due to this catastrophic war
in Ukraine.

And the Presiding Officer and I know
that is what happens when you move to
declare war against a free and sov-
ereign nation. There are extensive,
there are far-reaching consequences. So
they are not part of the discussions
within the Arctic Council. They are
not part of the discussions within the
Standing Committee of the Arctic Par-
liamentarians. But I think we know
that even though they are not part of
these discussions, Russia continues to
lean in, to exert its influence, its domi-
nance, in the Arctic.

After Finland’s accession into NATO,
we saw Russia step up its military
drills in the Arctic. In recent years, we
have seen increased military buildup.
Again, even while Putin is prosecuting
this awful criminal war in Ukraine, he
is pushing resources to, again, put his
military influence in an area that, for
a period of years, has been relatively
dormant.

Just a couple of weeks ago, Russia
has signed an agreement to strengthen
cooperation with China in the region,
signaling very clearly that, perhaps,
for the multilateral discussions in the
Arctic that they had been part of, as
with the Arctic Council, now they are
seeking to pursue a more bilateral
strategy.

So Russia is absolutely—absolutely—
not stepping off the gas when it comes
to its engagement and interest in the
Arctic. So even though Russian parlia-
mentarians might not be sitting with
us, it is not as if we can ignore the ele-
phant in the room.

I think that the conversations that
the parliamentarians had, again, a cou-
ple weeks ago, are worth sharing here,
worth an entry into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD, because the future of the Arc-
tic is literally being defined as we
speak—as we speak.

There is more attention that is being
paid to the Far North by more people
and more nations with more varied in-
terests than we have ever seen before,
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and I think that there is a greater need
for us here in the United States for co-
operation and sharing best practices
with friends and those with similar in-
terests.

Just last week, I had an opportunity
to sit down with a member of the Japa-
nese House of Representatives, Ms.
Kamikawa. She is the head of the Polar
Caucus, and she shared with me Ja-
pan’s plans to build an icebreaker de-
signed for research in the area.

They are not an Arctic nation. Japan
does not pretend to be a near-Arctic
nation, as China has self-labeled them-
selves, but they do believe that the
area, the region is so significant and so
important, and so how can they be a
helpful participant? How can they help
in that shared research? So to be able
to cooperate in these ways, I think is
key.

I think those of us here in the United
States, especially those of us who serve
as policymakers, need to be aware of
those other non-Arctic nations that are
looking at the Arctic with a height-
ened sense of interest and desire to be
either a participant or how they might
take advantage of the Arctic.

Don’t get me wrong: We have got a
very strong and inviting commitment
from nearly all of our Arctic partners
to work together to find solutions to
the challenges and the issues that we
face. I believe equally strongly that the
United States has got to be a leader in
advancing those solutions. For a long
while, the United States was lagging
behind. I had suggested we were not at
the table, we were not in the game; but
I can assure you, we have taken some
very important steps. We have made
progress. It has been noted by other na-
tions, and it is good to see.

We have taken some steps to put peo-
ple and policies in place that will guide
our actions in this very, very dynamic
region. We are investing billions of dol-
lars now in core infrastructure.

Again, I need to remind colleagues,
we are not talking about earmarks or
even congressionally directed spending
for Alaska. We are talking about na-
tional security investments—invest-
ments in our national Arctic strategy.

You can’t have coverage of the U.S.
Arctic if you don’t have a deepwater
port. Right now, our deepwater port is
down in the Aleutians—Dutch Harbor.
It is 800 to 1,000 miles to get yourself up
there into the Arctic.

So we have moved ahead. The Port of
Nome is coming on. It is going to be
significant. It is going to be important.
Hopefully, there will be just a system
of deepwater ports in the Arctic.

Investment has been made in
broadband connectivity. You cannot
have this extraordinary mass and be
blanked out when it comes to Arctic
communication—so everything we have
done to invest not only in communica-
tions to communities in the North
Slope but what it means to be in these
waters—to be in these skies.

I have had a pretty good day and a
half. I just came back this afternoon
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from Alabama and Mississippi, where I
was able to visit shipyards that are in
the process now—Alabama shipyard is
building out offshore patrol cutters—
OPCs—that are going to be significant
to us in the region.

Even more exciting—I have been
waiting for this for, I swear, 20 years
now—but I was able to go to Bollinger
Shipyard down in Pascagoula and to
actually see—actually see—where we
are going to be building—hopefully,
cutting steel by the end of this year—
the first polar security cutter. It is the
first polar security cutter that this
country has built since the early 1970s.
We are well, well, well overdue.

We have authorized now six ice-
breakers. We have fully funded two. We
are pushing hard to advance commer-
cially available icebreakers. My hope is
that we will get that resolved this
year. The Coast Guard is committed to
it. The administration is committed to
it. We are all-in, and we need it. We
need it because, right now—this is no
great secret—but the United States has
no icebreaker—no polar-strength ice-
breaker that is in our waters.

We do have a polar-strength ice-
breaker, but she breaks out Antarctica.
That is the requirement. She has been
doing it for a long, long time. But that
vessel doesn’t see these Arctic waters.
We have a medium-strength vessel that
is very capable, the Healy, but we need
to have our polar security cutters. We
need them in the water. I was really
encouraged to see the forward move-
ment. It is coming. These ships are
coming, and it is going to make a dif-
ference. They are part of our Arctic
strategy.

We have got an updated national
strategy for the Arctic region. This
came from the White House. We have
got a new Goals and Objectives Report
from the U.S. Arctic Research Commis-
sion. Every branch of the military has
now developed its own strategy for the
Far North. We have reestablished the
Arctic Executive Steering Committee
featuring the Deputy Secretaries or
their equivalents from the Depart-
ments in the key Agencies. We have re-
vived the Arctic Energy Office at DOE.
We stood up the Ted Stevens Center for
Arctic Security Studies. This is located
in Anchorage. It is part of the Depart-
ment of Defense; but like the other se-
curity centers that look out over the
Pacific or Europe or Africa, this is spe-
cific and unique to the Arctic only
with brilliant people who are thinking
about where we sit in this extraor-
dinary space.

We have also convinced the State De-
partment to establish an Ambassador
at Large for the Arctic region, as
many, many countries have already
done. So the President has nominated a
great guy. He is a fellow Alaskan, Dr.
Mike Sfraga, to be the first person to
hold this position. I am really looking
forward to the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee—hopefully, they will be able to
consider his nomination later this
month and get him confirmed.

May 9, 2023

I met with the Ambassador from Nor-
way. Norway is set to assume the
chairship of the Arctic Council on the
11th of May. This week, it is going to
transfer from Russia to Norway.

I asked the Ambassador what can the
United States do to be most helpful to
Norway as you resettle the Arctic
Council. And he said: Confirm your
Arctic Ambassador. So we need to do
that.

We made important progress in re-
cent years, but what has happened so
far is really only the beginning of what
we need to do in and for the region, as
we continue to face major challenges
that I think take all of us to address.

The Arctic’s future must always be
determined by the people of the Arctic.
But having said that, there is good rea-
son for us here in Congress to pay at-
tention and a role for us to play in how
to guide its future. And I have a pretty
long list in that regard.

I am dusting off my Arctic Commit-
ment Act. It is a comprehensive pack-
age focused on security, shipping, re-
search, and trade policy improvements.

I mentioned the Arctic Ambassador
position. We need to codify the Arctic
Ambassador position into law. We need
to grow our diplomatic capacity and
our soft power.

I feel pretty strongly. We need to rat-
ify the Law of the Sea Treaty. We need
to do this. We need to ensure that our
rightful claims in these areas aren’t
snapped up by those who want to con-
trol as much territory and resources as
possible.

We need to do more to invest in our
defense. Again, I mentioned our ice-
breakers, but also our Coast Guard, a
naval presence, a missile defense, and
advanced fighter jets that can respond
to all threats, whether it is Russian
Bear Bombers that are coming over
just right here—coming right there—or
whether it is these unidentified aerial
objects the whole country is tracking
as they are coming right up through
the Bering Strait and across Alaska.
We are on the frontlines.

We need to invest even more in core
infrastructure like water and waste-
water, Dbroadband—I mentioned—so
that all those who live in the U.S. Arc-
tic have access to basic necessities and
a modern standard of living.

We need to tap into some of the new
opportunities, including for food secu-
rity. I have got a measure that I am
going to be introducing—we call it our
““Arctic ag’” bill—focusing on not nec-
essarily traditional agriculture, so to
speak, but things like mariculture,
which will contribute to our growing
food economy.

We need to produce the resources
that we need now and that we will need
for decades to come. This means not
just the recently approved Willow
Project that was approved within the
National Petroleum Reserve—and we
are thankful that the administration
saw the benefit of that—but we also
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need to be looking to the commer-
cialization of our vast natural gas re-
sources, the build-out of our renew-
ables and clean technologies like ad-
vanced nuclear power, the approval of
new mines that can produce the min-
erals that we are going to need that is
going to power our future. We need to
do all of this while we work to address
the issues of climate change by dra-
matically working to reduce our emis-
sions and also finding solutions for ad-
aptation which is just as critical.

We have to be ready for new threats
as they arise. As I mentioned, the
enhancer, that growing relationship be-
tween Russia and China strengthening
their ties—what we are seeing coming
out of Russia right now is a move to
ship oil to China through the Northern
Sea Route. So they will be moving
their oil through the Northern Sea
Route, coming right through the Ber-
ing Straits here to deliver—to go down
to China.

When you look at choke points. It is
57 miles—b7 miles—between mainland
Russia and mainland United States
right here—not a lot of room. We have
got two islands across the middle: the
Big Diomede and the Little Diomede,
one Russian and one United States. But
I am worried that what we may see are
non-Polar Code-compliant tankers
coming through these waters at a time
when Russia is looking to do every-
thing they can to evade Western sanc-
tions. But I am concerned that we may
see an accident. We may see some Kind
of a spill. And our response capacity is
extraordinarily limited—potentially
thousands of miles away.

So there is a lot that we are watch-
ing; there is a lot that we have got to
do. And I think that there is still not
enough of us giving the Arctic the at-
tention that it deserves. It is still hard-
er than it should be to secure critical
Arctic policy and investment.

I know more and more Members of
Congress are visiting the region. I
think, maybe, I may have gotten a
commitment from the majority leader
to come and visit the Arctic—maybe
not in January—but he says he likes
the Arctic. But people need to see it for
themselves to understand what we are
talking about. So welcome all of you.

But for those of you who aren’t able
to visit and, frankly, don’t understand
the significance of the region, I think—
I think some still ask the question:
Why bother? Why is the Arctic impor-
tant? Why does it matter?

And the answer to that—my answer
to that is that the future of the Arctic
matters more to the future of the Na-
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tion than most can possibly imagine.
The Presiding Officer probably well-re-
calls a famous general by the name of
Billy Mitchell. And General Mitchell,
back in 1935, said:

I believe that in the future, whoever holds
Alaska will hold the world. I think it is the
most important strategic place in the world.

Billy Mitchell said that in 1935, and I
think it is fair to say that the future
has arrived, because General Mitchell
is absolutely right. Alaska is the most
strategic place because of our location,
because we are part of an Arctic na-
tion, and because we are sitting right
on top of the world. We are sitting in
the center of it. We are, oftentimes—
oftentimes—on the frontline of our Na-
tion’s sovereignty and defense. Now
new cargo, new shipping trade routes
are creating challenges, yes—I have
mentioned—but also economic oppor-
tunities that can deliver benefits all
over the country—the investment in
ships and planes and manufacturing fa-
cilities and everything else that that
involves in creating jobs and furthering
opportunities in every State in the
country.

When I was at the shipyard this
morning, they had a map of the Lower
48 States with the number of dollars—
and I don’t believe it was just dollars—
but I think it was the number of dol-
lars that comes to each State because
of investments that are made pur-
chasing, whether it is raw materials or
built parts. You look at—48 States on
that map now; there wasn’t Alaska. We
are not building any of that yet, but we
are going to be hosting this. So it
points to the value, whether you are
from Arizona or whether you are from
Georgia, in that you have a stake in
the Arctic.

As fellow Arctic parliamentarians,
we say, in coming back to our con-
ference, what happens in the Arctic
doesn’t stay in the Arctic. We know
that it isn’t frozen in time. It is not
frozen in place. It really affects every
single one of us and, I think, more by
the year. I think the sooner folks real-
ize that, the better, and the time is
really now.

On the heels of our meeting of the
standing committee, as I mentioned,
later this week, we will transition the
chairship of the Arctic Council from
Russia to Norway. We are hoping that
transfer is going to be very quiet, very
uneventful. There will be, I think, a
fair amount of anticipation and, hope-
fully, relief on the 12th of May that we
will begin to really renew our intergov-
ernmental collaboration as Arctic na-
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tions, with Norway at the helm, work-
ing together to work through some
common challenges but to do so much
more to share best practices. I think
here in the United States, we meet this
with determination and commitment
as we work to do our part as an Arctic
nation.

With that, I invite the Presiding Offi-
cer as well to come to the Far North
and to the Arctic.

I yield the floor.

———————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
adjourned until 10 a.m. tomorrow.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 7:31 p.m.,
adjourned until Wednesday, May 10,
2023, at 10 a.m.

———————

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:

AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION

JOHN W. LESLIE, JR., OF CONNECTICUT, TO BE A MEM-
BER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE AFRICAN DE-
VELOPMENT FOUNDATION FOR A TERM EXPIRING SEP-
TEMBER 22, 2025. (REAPPOINTMENT)

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

DEBORAH ROBINSON, OF NEW JERSEY, TO BE INTEL-
LECTUAL PROPERTY ENFORCEMENT COORDINATOR, EX-
ECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT, VICE VISHAL J.
AMIN.

IN THE AIR FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED AIR NATIONAL GUARD OFFI-
CERS FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN
THE RESERVE OF THE AIR FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.
S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12212:

To be colonel

THOMAS A. BIEDIGER
RYAN D. NUDI

IN THE ARMY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED UNITED STATES PUBLIC
HEALTH SERVICE OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT IN THE
GRADE INDICATED IN THE REGULAR ARMY MEDICAL
SPECIALIST CORPS UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 531,
716, AND 7064:

To be major

RYAN R. POMMIER

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY
MEDICAL SERVICE CORPS UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SEC-
TIONS 624 AND 7064:

To be major

SEBASTIAN A. COATES

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY
MEDICAL SERVICE CORPS UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SEC-
TIONS 624 AND 7064:

To be major

JAMES M. CALDWELL

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY
MEDICAL CORPS UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 624
AND 17064:

To be colonel
THOMAS A. SUMMERS
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