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By Mr. HICKENLOOPER (for himself
and Mrs. CAPITO):

S. 1526. A bill to amend the National Tele-
communications and Information Adminis-
tration Organization Act to establish the Of-
fice of Policy Development and Cybersecu-
rity, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Ms.
COLLINS, Ms. HIRONO, Ms. WARREN,
Ms. STABENOW, Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms.
HASSAN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. BEN-
NET, Mr. TESTER, Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
Mr. KELLY, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. KAINE,

Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. DURBIN, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. SANDERS, Ms. SMITH, and
Mr. WYDEN):

S. 1527. A Dbill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to ensure that members of the
Armed Forces and their families have access
to the contraception they need in order to
promote the health and readiness of all
members of the Armed Forces, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

By Mr. PETERS (for himself,
PAUL, and Mr. LANKFORD):

S. 15628. A bill to streamline the sharing of
information among Federal disaster assist-
ance agencies, to expedite the delivery of
life-saving assistance to disaster survivors,
to speed the recovery of communities from
disasters, to protect the security and privacy
of information provided by disaster sur-
vivors, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

By Mr. BOOKER:

S. 1529. A bill to amend the Animal Welfare
Act to provide for greater protection of
roosters, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry.

By Mr. GRAHAM (for himself and Ms.
KLOBUCHAR):

S. 15630. A bill to permit COPS grants to be
used for the purpose of increasing the com-
pensation and hiring of law enforcement offi-
cers, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Ms. HASSAN, Ms. HIRONO, Mr.
MARKEY, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. SAND-
ERS, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. STABENOW,
and Ms. WARREN):

S. 15631. A bill to designate certain National
Forest System land and certain public land
under the jurisdiction of the Secretary of the
Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture in
the States of Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Wash-
ington, and Wyoming as wilderness, wild and
scenic rivers, wildland recovery areas, and
biological connecting corridors, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

By Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina (for
himself, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. HAGERTY,
and Mrs. BLACKBURN):

S. 15632. A Dbill to suspend the entry of cov-
ered aliens in response to the fentanyl public
health crisis; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary.

By Mr. BOOKER:

S. 1533. A bill to amend the Housing and
Community Development Act of 1974 to au-
thorize grants to assist in redeveloping aban-
doned shopping centers, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Ms. HIRONO, and Mr. SUL-
LIVAN):

S. 1534. A Dbill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to authorize the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services to
make adjustments to payment rates for
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skilled nursing facilities under the Medicare
program to account for certain unique cir-
cumstances; to the Committee on Finance.
By Mr. KELLY (for himself and Ms.
LUMMIS):

S. 1535. A bill to require the Administrator
of the Federal Aviation Administration to
promulgate regulations to allow the trans-
port of firefighters on board a covered air-
craft operated on a mission to suppress a
wildfire, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

By Mr. HEINRICH (for himself, Mr.
TESTER, Ms. SMITH, and Mr. LUJAN):

S. 1536. A bill to ensure that all federally
recognized Indian Tribes that are eligible for
gaming in the United States are regulated
under the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Indian Affairs.

By Mr. HAWLEY:

S. 1537. A bill to require the imposition of
additional duties with respect to articles im-
ported from the People’s Republic of China
until trade between the United States and
the People’s Republic of China comes into
balance; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. HEINRICH:

S. 1538. A bill to authorize the Secretary of
Education to award grants for outdoor learn-
ing spaces and to develop living schoolyards;
to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. THUNE (for himself and Ms.
KLOBUCHAR):

S. 1539. A bill to amend the Federal Crop
Insurance Act and the Federal Agriculture
Improvement and Reform Act of 1996 to
make the native sod provisions applicable to
the United States and to modify those provi-
sions, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry.

By Mr. DAINES (for himself,
RIscH, and Mr. CRAPO):

S. 1540. A bill to amend the Forest and
Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning
Act of 1974 and the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act of 1976 to provide for cir-
cumstances under which reinitiation of con-
sultation is not required under a land and re-
source management plan or land use plan
under those Acts, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. WARNER (for himself, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. MORAN, Mr. CORNYN, Mr.
KING, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. BENNET, Mr.
CASEY, and Mr. ROUNDS):

S. 15641. A bill to provide for a system to
classify information in the interests of na-
tional security and a system to declassify
such information, and for other purposes; to
the Select Committee on Intelligence.

By Mr. MARSHALL (for himself, Mr.
TESTER, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. KAINE, and
Mrs. CAPITO):

S. 15642. A bill to improve services provided
by pharmacy benefit managers; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. MARSHALL:

S. 15643. A Dbill to require regulations con-
cerning the disclosure of direct and indirect
compensation from entities providing phar-
macy benefit management services or third
party administration services; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself and
Ms. BALDWIN):

S. 15644. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to ensure equitable pay-
ment for, and preserve Medicare beneficiary
access to, diagnostic radiopharmaceuticals
under the Medicare hospital outpatient pro-
spective payment system; to the Committee
on Finance.

Mr.
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By Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself, Mr.
RoUNDS, Mr. CRAMER, and Mr.
TUBERVILLE):

S. 1545. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to carry out a pilot pro-
gram to improve the ability of veterans to
access medical care in medical facilities of
the Department of Veterans Affairs and in
the community by providing veterans the
ability to choose health care providers; to
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. BOOK-
ER, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. PADILLA, Ms. ROSEN, Ms.
SMITH, Ms. WARREN, and Mr. LUJAN):

S. 1546. A bill to authorize the Secretary of
Education to award grants to eligible enti-
ties to carry out educational programs that
include the history of peoples of Asian, Na-
tive Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander descent
in the settling and founding of America, the
social, economic, and political environments
that led to the development of discrimina-
tory laws targeting Asians, Native Hawai-
ians, and Pacific Islanders and their relation
to current events, and the impact and con-
tributions of Asian Americans, Native Ha-
waiians, and Pacific Islanders to the develop-
ment and enhancement of American life,
United States history, literature, the econ-
omy, politics, body of laws, and culture, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr.
COONS, Mr. WICKER, and Mr. DURBIN):

S. 1547. A bill to amend the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961 to implement policies to end
preventable maternal, newborn, and child
deaths globally; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

By Mr. HICKENLOOPER (for himself,
Mr. BENNET, Ms. SMITH, Mr. KING,
Mr. HEINRICH, and Ms. KLOBUCHAR):

S. 1548. A bill to require the Secretary of
Energy to establish a program to encourage
deployment of electric school buses and vehi-
cle-to-grid technologies and applications,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. PETERS (for himself and Ms.
COLLINS):

S. 15649. A Dbill to provide the Congressional
Budget Office with necessary authorities to
expedite the sharing of data from executive
branch agencies, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. BOOK-
ER, Mr. BROWN, Ms. CANTWELL, Ms.
CORTEZ MASTO, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr.
FETTERMAN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr.
PADILLA, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. SCHATZ, Ms.
WARREN, and Mr. WYDEN):

S. Res. 205. A resolution supporting the
designation of May 10, 2023, as ‘‘National
Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pa-
cific Islander Mental Health Day’’; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself, Mr.
KING, and Mr. CRAMER):

S. Res. 206. A resolution designating June
10, 2023, as ‘“‘Veterans Get Outside Day’’; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 22
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
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(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 22, a bill to amend the
Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act to
permanently prohibit the conduct of
offshore drilling on the outer Conti-
nental Shelf off the coast of California,
Oregon, and Washington.
S. 106
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 106, a bill to amend title
38, United States Code, to authorize
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to
award grants to States to improve out-
reach to veterans, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 178
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. MURPHY) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 178, a bill to establish
protections for passengers in air trans-
portation, and for other purposes.
S. 265
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 265, a bill to reauthorize the rural
emergency medical service training
and equipment assistance program, and
for other purposes.
S. 566
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
566, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to modify and extend
the deduction for charitable contribu-
tions for individuals not itemizing de-
ductions.
S. 576
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 576, a bill to enhance safety
requirements for trains transporting
hazardous materials, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 656
At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the
names of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KING) and the Senator from Tennessee
(Mrs. BLACKBURN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 656, a bill to amend title
38, United States Code, to revise the
rules for approval by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs of commercial driver
education programs for purposes of vet-
erans education assistance, and for
other purposes.
S. 668
At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. WARNOCK), the Senator from Indi-
ana (Mr. BRAUN), the Senator from
West Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO), the Sen-
ator from Mississippi (Mr. WICKER), the
Senator from Virginia (Mr. KAINE), the
Senator from Massachusetts (Ms. WAR-
REN), the Senator from Maryland (Mr.
VAN HOLLEN) and the Senator from
California (Mr. PADILLA) were added as
cosponsors of S. 668, a bill to require
the Secretary of the Treasury to mint
coins to honor and memorialize the
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tragedy of the Sultana steamboat ex-
plosion of 1865.
S. 789
At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN,
the names of the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) and the
Senator from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN)
were added as cosponsors of S. 789, a
bill to require the Secretary of the
Treasury to mint a coin in recognition
of the 100th anniversary of the United
States Foreign Service and its con-
tribution to United States diplomacy.
S. 791
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. SCHMITT) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 791, a bill to increase access to
agency guidance documents.
S. 821
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 821, a bill to establish an
Ambassador-at-Large for the Arctic
Region.
S. 866
At the request of Ms. HASSAN, the
names of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BUDD), the Senator from Vir-
ginia (Mr. WARNER), the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. MULLIN) and the Sen-
ator from Virginia (Mr. KAINE) were
added as cosponsors of S. 866, a bill to
amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to enhance tax benefits for re-
search activities.
S. 971
At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN,
the name of the Senator from Maine
(Ms. COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 977, a bill to provide grants for
fire station construction through the
Administrator of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, and for
other purposes.
S. 985
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. RICKETTS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 985, a bill to amend the Higher
Education Act of 1965 to ensure campus
access at public institutions of higher
education for religious groups.
S. 1111
At the request of Mrs. CAPITO, the
names of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNS) and the Senator from Vir-
ginia (Mr. WARNER) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1111, a bill to enhance
United States civil nuclear leadership,
support the licensing of advanced nu-
clear technologies, strengthen the do-
mestic nuclear energy fuel cycle and
supply chain, and improve the regula-
tion of nuclear energy, and for other
purposes.
S. 1146
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mrs. BLACKBURN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1146, a bill to amend part
E of title IV of the Social Security Act
to require the Secretary of Health and
Human Services to identify obstacles
to identifying and responding to re-
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ports of children missing from foster
care and other vulnerable foster youth,
to provide technical assistance relating
to the removal of such obstacles, and
for other purposes.
S. 1170
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
names of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. HAWLEY) and the Senator from
California (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) were added
as cosponsors of S. 1170, a bill to reau-
thorize and update the Project Safe
Childhood program, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1176
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1176, a bill to direct the Secretary
of Liabor to issue an occupational safe-
ty and health standard that requires
covered employers within the health
care and social service industries to de-
velop and implement a comprehensive
workplace violence prevention plan,
and for other purposes.
S. 1181
At the request of Mr. REED, the name
of the Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
MENENDEZ) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1181, a bill to amend the Federal De-
posit Insurance Act to improve finan-
cial stability, and for other purposes.
S. 1192
At the request of Mr. HAGERTY, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. ScoTT) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1192, a bill to amend the Pub-
lic Health Service Act to provide the
Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices with the authority to suspend the
right to introduce certain persons or
property into the United States in the
interest of the public health.
S. 1207
At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. RICKETTS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1207, a bill to establish a Na-
tional Commission on Online Child
Sexual Exploitation Prevention, and
for other purposes.
S. 1264
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
WARNOCK) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1264, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to strengthen
the drug pricing reforms in the Infla-
tion Reduction Act.
S. 1271
At the request of Mr. ScoTT of South
Carolina, the names of the Senator
from Pennsylvania (Mr. CASEY), the
Senator from North Dakota (Mr.
CRAMER), the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) and the Senator from
South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS) were added
as cosponsors of S. 1271, a bill to im-
pose sanctions with respect to traf-
ficking of illicit fentanyl and its pre-
cursors by transnational criminal orga-
nizations, including cartels, and for
other purposes.
S. 1273
At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the
name of the Senator from New York
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(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1273, a bill to require a
study on Holocaust education efforts of
States, local educational agencies, and

public elementary and secondary
schools, and for other purposes.
S. 1274

At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. RICKETTS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1274, a bill to permanently ex-
empt payments made from the Rail-
road Unemployment Insurance Ac-
count from sequestration under the
Balanced Budget and Emergency Def-
icit Control Act of 1985.

S. 1284

At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1284, a bill to improve forecasting and
understanding of tornadoes and other
hazardous weather, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 1310

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. WELCH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1310, a bill to designate as wilder-
ness certain Federal portions of the red
rock canyons of the Colorado Plateau
and the Great Basin Deserts in the
State of Utah for the benefit of present
and future generations of people in the
United States.

S. 1334

At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BUDD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1334, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of Defense to develop, in co-
operation with allies and partners in
the Middle East, an integrated mari-
time domain awareness and interdic-
tion capability, and for other purposes.

S. 1351

At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. SMITH) and the Senator from Wyo-
ming (Ms. LuMMIS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1351, a bill to study and
prevent child abuse in youth residen-
tial programs, and for other purposes.

S. 1371

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1371, a bill to amend the Small
Business Act to require that consumer
reporting agencies and other credit re-
porting companies provide certain pro-
tections to small businesses, and for
other purposes.

S. 1372

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1372, a bill to prohibit certain
business concerns from receiving as-
sistance from the Small Business Ad-
ministration, and for other purposes.

S. 1384

At the request of Mr. COTTON, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TIiLLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1384, a bill to promote and

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

protect from discrimination
organ donors.

At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the names of the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MARKEY) and the Senator
from Georgia (Mr. OSSOFF) were added
as cosponsors of S. 1384, supra.

S. 1435

At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1435, a bill to require the Director
of the Bureau of Land Management to
withdraw a rule of the Bureau of Land
Management relating to conservation
and landscape health.

S. 1446

At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
OSSOFF) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1446, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exclude certain
Nurse Corps payments from gross in-
come.

living

S. 1473
At the request of Ms. SINEMA, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1473, a bill to authorize the immediate
expulsion of inadmissible aliens at-
tempting to enter the United States by
fraud or without a necessary entry doc-
ument, and for other purposes.
S. 1483
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
VANCE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1483, a bill to prohibit the purchase of
certain telecommunications or aero-
space goods or service from entities af-
filiated with the People’s Republic of
China or the Russian Federation and to
require reporting relating to invest-
ment by foreign persons in the aero-
space industry in the United States,
and for other purposes.
S. RES. 91
At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN,
the name of the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. BOOKER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 91, a resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Senate on the
value of a tax agreement with Taiwan.
S. RES. 134
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 134, a resolution sup-
porting the goals and ideals of the Rise
Up for LGBTQI+ Youth in Schools Ini-
tiative, a call to action to communities
across the country to demand equal
educational opportunity, basic civil
rights protections, and freedom from
erasure for all students, particularly
LGBTQI+ young ©people, in K-12
schools.
S. RES. 201
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 201, a resolution sup-
porting the goals and ideals of National
Nurses Week, to be observed from May
6 through May 12, 2023.
S. RES. 203
At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the
names of the Senator from Colorado
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(Mr. BENNET), the Senator from New
York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND), the Senator
from Maine (Mr. KING), the Senator
from Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the
Senator from Maryland (Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN) and the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) were added as cosponsors of S.
Res. 203, a resolution recognizing the
significance of Jewish American Herit-
age Month as a time to celebrate the
contributions of Jewish Americans to
the society and culture of the United
States.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. REED (for himself and
Mr. WHITEHOUSE):

S. 1508. A bill to amend the Magnu-
son-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act to add Rhode Island
to the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Manage-
ment Council, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

Mr. REED. Madam President, today I
am introducing the Rhode Island Fish-
ermen’s Fairness Act along with my
colleague Senator WHITEHOUSE. I am
also pleased that my colleague Rep-
resentative MAGAZINER will be intro-
ducing a companion measure in the
House of Representatives.

Our legislation will give Rhode Island
a voice and voting representation on
the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management
Council, MAFMC, which manages some
of the most important fish stocks for
our State’s commercial fishing indus-
try—chief among them squid. Indeed,
the National Marine Fisheries Service
reported that Rhode Island led Atlantic
States in the harvest of squid in 2022,
bringing in 31.5 million pounds and
helping make Point Judith, RI, one of
the most productive and valuable com-
mercial fishing ports in the United
States. For years now, Rhode Island’s
landings of stocks managed by the
MAFMC have outpaced the landings of
those managed by the New England
Fishery Management Council, where
Rhode Island is represented. Moreover,
Rhode Island has a larger stake in the
Mid-Atlantic fishery than many of the
States that currently hold seats on the
MAFMC.

Because so much is at stake for our
State in every decision the MAFMC
makes, our bill would expand the
MAFMC by two seats in order to en-
sure that Rhode Island will have the
minimum number of seats guaranteed
to other States on the council. It will
allow Rhode Island to continue to have
representation on the New England
Fishery Management Council, where it
still has significant interests.

This proposal is not unprecedented.
In fact, it is modeled on a provision of
the 1996 Sustainable Fisheries Act that
added North Carolina to the MAFMC in
1996 while allowing it to retain its
membership on the South Atlantic
Fishery Management Council. More-
over, it will join States like Florida
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