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ClearPath Action, Citizens for Respon-
sible Energy Solutions, and many oth-
ers. I urge my colleagues to join Sen-
ator CANTWELL and me in supporting
this legislation.

By Mr. THUNE (for himself, Mrs.

BLACKBURN, Mr. BRAUN, Mr.
BuDD, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. CAS-
SIDY, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. DAINES,

Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Mr. HAWLEY, Mr.
HOEVEN, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr.
ScoTT of Florida, Mr. SCOTT of
South Carolina, Mr. RISCH, and
Mr. RUBIO):

S. 1683. A Dbill to require the Sec-
retary of State to submit to Congress
classified dissent cables relating to the
withdrawal of the United States Armed
Forces from Afghanistan; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 1583

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS OF DIS-
SENT CABLES RELATING TO WITH-
DRAWAL OF THE UNITED STATES
ARMED FORCES FROM AFGHANI-
STAN.

(a) SUBMISSION OF CLASSIFIED DISSENT CA-
BLES TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 30 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of State shall submit to Con-
gress any classified Department of State
cable or memo that expresses a dissenting
recommendation or opinion with respect to
the withdrawal of the United States Armed
Forces from Afghanistan.

(b) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF UNCLASSIFIED
DISSENT CABLES.—Not later than 60 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of State shall make available
to the public an unclassified version of any
such cable or memo.

(c) PROTECTION OF PERSONALLY IDENTIFI-
ABLE INFORMATION.—The name and any other
personally identifiable information of an au-
thor of a cable or memo referred to in sub-
section (a) shall be redacted before submis-
sion under that subsection or publication
under subsection (b).

—————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 207—MARK-
ING THE 60TH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE POLARIS SALES AGREE-
MENT BETWEEN THE UNITED
STATES AND THE UNITED KING-
DOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND
NORTHERN IRELAND

Mrs. FISCHER (for herself and Mr.
KING) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 207

Whereas, on December 21, 1962, President
John F. Kennedy and Prime Minister of the
United Kingdom Harold Macmillan met in
Nassau, Bahamas, and issued a joint state-
ment (commonly referred to as the ‘‘State-
ment on Nuclear Defense Systems’’), agree-
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ing that the United States would make Pola-
ris missiles available on a continuing basis
to the United Kingdom for use in sub-
marines;

Whereas, on April 6, 1963, Secretary of
State Dean Rusk and Her Majesty’s Ambas-
sador to the United States David Ormsby-
Gore signed the Polaris Sales Agreement, re-
affirming the Statement on Nuclear Defense
Systems and agreeing that the United States
Government shall provide and the Govern-
ment of the United Kingdom shall purchase
from the United States Government Polaris
missiles, equipment, and supporting services;

Whereas the HMS Resolution launched the
first Polaris missile of the United Kingdom
on February 15, 1968, and, in 1969, commenced
the first strategic deterrent patrol for the
United Kingdom, initiating a continuous at-
sea deterrent posture for the United King-
dom that remains in effect;

Whereas the Polaris Sales Agreement was
amended to include the Trident II (D5) stra-
tegic weapon system on October 19, 1982, in
Washington, D.C., through an exchange of
notes between Secretary of State Jonathan
Howe and Her Majesty’s Ambassador to the
United States Oliver Wright; and

Whereas through an exchange of letters in
2008 between Secretary of Defense the Honor-
able Robert Gates and Secretary of State for
Defence of the United Kingdom the Right
Honorable Desmond Browne and under the
auspices of the Polaris Sales Agreement, the
United States Government and the Govern-
ment of the United Kingdom agreed to con-
tinue cooperation to design a common mis-
sile compartment for the follow-on ballistic
missile submarines of each nation: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) marks the 60th anniversary of the Pola-
ris Sales Agreement between the Govern-
ment of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland and the Government of
the United States of America, done at Wash-
ington April 6, 1963;

(2) congratulates the Royal Navy for stead-
fastly maintaining a Continuous At-Sea De-
terrent;

(3) recognizes the important contribution
of the Continuous At-Sea Deterrent to the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization;

(4) reaffirms that the United Kingdom is a
valued and special ally of the United States;
and

(5) looks forward to continuing and
strengthening the shared commitment of the
United States and the United Kingdom to
sustain submarine-based strategic deterrents
well into the future.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 208—EX-

PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF NOVEMBER 12,
2023, AS “NATIONAL WARRIOR
CALL DAY” AND RECOGNIZING
THE IMPORTANT OF CON-
NECTING WARRIORS 1IN THE
UNITED STATES TO SUPPORT
STRUCTURES NECESSARY TO
TRANSITION FROM THE BATTLE-
FIELD, ESPECIALLY PEER-TO-
PEER CONNECTION

Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Mr. CoT-
TON, Mr. CASEY, Mr. BOOZMAN, Ms.
WARREN, Mr. THUNE, Mr. WELCH, Mr.

RiscH, Mr. KELLY, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr.
HICKENLOOPER, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr.
FETTERMAN, Mr. ScoTT of Florida, Mr.
TESTER, Mr. GRASSLEY, Ms. KLO-

BUCHAR, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. SCHMITT, Mr.
CRAMER, and Ms. ROSEN) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-

S1629

ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary:
S. RES. 208

Whereas establishing an annual ‘‘National
Warrior Call Day’’ will draw attention to the
members of the Armed Forces whose connec-
tion to one another is key to the veterans in
the United States who may be dangerously
disconnected from family, friends, and sup-
port systems;

Whereas the number of suicides of mem-
bers of the Armed Forces serving on active
duty was 519 in 2021;

Whereas, in 2020, there were 6,146 veteran
suicide deaths, and the unadjusted rate of
suicide in 2020 among veterans was 31.7 per
100,000

Whereas, after adjusting for sex and age,
the rate of veteran suicide in 2020 was 57 per-
cent higher than non-veteran adults;

Whereas more veterans have died by sui-
cide in the last 10 years than members of the
Armed Forces who died from combat in Viet-
nam;

Whereas many of the veterans who take
their own lives have had no contact with the
Department of Veterans Affairs;

Whereas the Coronavirus Disease 2019
(COVID-19) pandemic can lead to increased
isolation and disconnection, further exacer-
bating mental and physical ailments such as
post-traumatic stress disorder and traumatic
brain injury;

Whereas invisible wounds linked to an un-
derlying and undiagnosed traumatic brain
injury can mirror many mental health condi-
tions, a problem that can be addressed
through appropriate medical treatment;

Whereas additional research is needed to
highlight the connection between traumatic
brain injury as a root cause of invisible
wounds and suicide by members of the
Armed Forces and veterans; and

Whereas November 12, 2023, would be an ap-
propriate day to designate as ‘‘National War-
rior Call Day’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of November
12, 2023, as ‘‘National Warrior Call Day’’;

(2) encourages all individuals in the United
States, especially members of the Armed
Forces serving on active duty and veterans,
to call a warrior, have an honest conversa-
tion, and connect them with support, under-
standing that making a warrior call could
save a life; and

(3) implores all individuals in the United
States to recommit themselves to engaging
with members of the Armed Forces through
“National Warrior Call Day’’ and other con-
structive efforts that result in solutions and
treatment for the invisible scars that mem-
bers of the Armed Forces carry.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 209—RECOG-
NIZING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF
ASIAN AMERICAN, NATIVE HA-
WAIIAN, AND PACIFIC ISLANDER
HERITAGE MONTH AS AN IMPOR-
TANT TIME TO CELEBRATE THE
SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS OF
ASIAN AMERICANS, NATIVE HA-
WAIIANS, AND PACIFIC ISLAND-
ERS TO THE HISTORY OF THE
UNITED STATES

Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr.
BROWN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. CARDIN, Mr.
CARPER, Mr. CASEY, Ms. COLLINS, Ms.
CORTEZ MASTO, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr.
DURBIN, Mr. FETTERMAN, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Mr. KAINE, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Ms.
HASSAN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MENENDEZ,
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Mr. MERKLEY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.
PADILLA, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. SCHATZ, Mrs.
SHAHEEN, Ms. SMITH, Ms. WARREN, Mr.
WELCH, Mr. WYDEN, and Mr. WARNER)
submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee
on the Judiciary:
S. RES. 209

Whereas the people of the United States
join together each May to pay tribute to the
contributions of generations of Asian Ameri-
cans, Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Island-
ers who have enriched the history of the
United States;

Whereas the history of Asian Americans,
Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders in
the United States is inextricably tied to the
story of the United States;

Whereas the Asian American, Native Ha-
waiian, and Pacific Islander community is an
inherently diverse population, composed of
more than 45 distinct ethnicities and more
than 100 language dialects;

Whereas, according to the Bureau of the
Census, the Asian American population grew
faster than any other racial or ethnic group
over the last decade, surging nearly 55.5 per-
cent between 2010 and 2020, and during that
same time period, the Native Hawaiian and
Pacific Islander population grew by 30.8 per-
cent;

Whereas there are approximately 24,000,000
residents of the United States who identify
as Asian and approximately 1,600,000 resi-
dents of the United States who identify as
Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander, making
up more than 7 percent of the total popu-
lation of the United States;

Whereas the month of May was selected for
Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pa-
cific Islander Heritage Month because the
first Japanese immigrants arrived in the
United States on May 7, 1843, and the first
transcontinental railroad was completed on
May 10, 1869, with substantial contributions
from Chinese immigrants;

Whereas section 102 of title 36, United
States Code, officially designates May as
Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month and
requests the President to issue an annual
proclamation calling on the people of the
United States to observe the month with ap-
propriate programs, ceremonies, and activi-
ties;

Whereas 2023 marks several important
milestones for the Asian American and Pa-
cific Islander community, including—

(1) the 125th anniversary of United States
v. Wong Kim Ark, 169 U.S. 649 (1898), a deci-
sion of the Supreme Court of the United
States that determined that the 14th Amend-
ment grants birthright citizenship to all per-
sons born in the United States, regardless of
the national origin of their parents;

(2) the 80th anniversary of the Act entitled
“An Act to repeal the Chinese Exclusion
Acts, to establish quotas, and for other pur-
poses’’, approved December 17, 1943 (com-
monly known as the ‘“‘Magnuson Act of 1943")
(57 Stat. 600, chapter 344), which formally re-
pealed the Act entitled ““An Act to execute
certain treaty stipulations relating to Chi-
nese’’, approved May 6, 1882 (commonly
known as the ‘‘Chinese Exclusion Act of
1882’) (22 Stat. 58, chapter 126);

(3) the 35th anniversary of the passage of
the Civil Liberties Act of 1988 (50 U.S.C. 4211
et seq.), which granted reparations to Japa-
nese Americans incarcerated during World
War II; and

(4) the 30th anniversary of the enactment
of Public Law 103-150 (107 Stat. 1510), which
acknowledged the 100th anniversary of the
January 17, 1893, overthrow of the Kingdom
of Hawaii and offered an apology to Native
Hawaiians on behalf of the United States;
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Whereas Asian Americans, Native Hawai-
ians, and Pacific Islanders have made signifi-
cant contributions to the United States at
all levels of the Federal Government and in
the Armed Forces, including—

(1) Daniel K. Inouye, a Medal of Honor and
Presidential Medal of Freedom recipient
who, as President pro tempore of the Senate,
was the then-highest-ranking Asian Amer-
ican government official in the history of the
United States;

(2) Dalip Singh Saund, the first Asian
American elected to Congress;

(3) Patsy T. Mink, the first woman of color
and Asian American woman elected to Con-
gress;

(4) Hiram L. Fong, the first Asian Amer-
ican Senator;

(5) Daniel K. Akaka, the first Senator of
Native Hawaiian ancestry;

(6) Norman Y. Mineta, the first Asian
American member of a Presidential cabinet;

(7) Elaine L. Chao, the first Asian Amer-
ican woman member of a Presidential cabi-
net; and

(8) Kamala D. Harris, the first woman and
the first Asian American to hold the Office
of the Vice President;

Whereas the 118th Congress includes 21
Members of Asian or Pacific Islander de-
scent;

Whereas, in 2023, the Congressional Asian
Pacific American Caucus, a bicameral cau-
cus of Members of Congress advocating on
behalf of Asian Americans, Native Hawai-
ians, and Pacific Islanders, is composed of 72
Members, and other congressional caucuses
work on Asian American, Native Hawaiian,
and Pacific Islander issues also;

Whereas, in 2023, Asian Americans, Native
Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders are serving
in State and Territorial legislatures across
the United States in record numbers, includ-
ing in—

(1) the States of Alaska, Arizona, Cali-
fornia, Connecticut, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho,
Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maine,
Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Min-
nesota, Missouri, Nebraska, Nevada, New
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North
Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsyl-
vania, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Texas, Utah,
Vermont, Virginia, Washington, West Vir-
ginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming; and

(2) the Territories of American Samoa,
Guam, and the Commonwealth of the North-
ern Mariana Islands;

Whereas Asian Americans, Native Hawai-
ians, and Pacific Islanders represent more
than 6 percent of Federal judges and 7 per-
cent of Federal employees, including hun-
dreds of staffers of Asian, Native Hawaiian,
or Pacific Islander descent who serve as staff
in the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives;

Whereas, since March 2020, there has been
a dramatic increase in reports of anti-Asian
hate crimes and incidents, including those
related to the COVID-19 pandemic, includ-
ing—

(1) a 339-percent increase in anti-Asian
hate crimes in 2021, and a 124-percent in-
crease in 2020;

(2) according to Stop AAPI Hate, over
11,000 hate incidents reported since the start
of the COVID-19 pandemic through March
2022, and countless others that have not been
reported;

(3) on March 16, 2021, the murder of 8 peo-
ple, including 6 Asian women, at 3 separate
Asian-owned businesses in the Atlanta, Geor-
gia, region; and

(4) on May 15, 2022, the shooting of 5 people
in Laguna Hills, California, in which the Tai-
wanese congregation at Geneva Presbyterian
Church was targeted;

Whereas the incidence of hate crimes
against Asian Americans continues to be
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above levels observed before the COVID-19
pandemic;

Whereas discrimination against Asian
Americans, especially in moments of crisis,
is not a new phenomenon, and violence
against Asian Americans has occurred
throughout United States history, includ-
ing—

(1) the enactment of the Act entitled “An
Act supplementary to the Acts in relation to
Immigration’, approved March 3, 1875 (com-
monly referred to as the ‘““Page Act of 1875”")
(18 Stat. 477, chapter 141), which restricted
entry of Chinese, Japanese, and other Asian
women to the United States and effectively
prohibited the immigration of Chinese
women, preventing the formation of Chinese
families in the United States and limiting
the number of native-born Chinese citizens;

(2) the enactment of the Act entitled “An
Act to execute certain treaty stipulations re-
lating to Chinese’, approved May 6, 1882
(commonly known as the ‘‘Chinese Exclusion
Act of 1882”") (22 Stat. 58, chapter 126), which
was the first law to explicitly exclude an en-
tire ethnic group from immigrating to the
United States;

(3) the issuance of Executive Order 9066 in
1942, which authorized the forced relocation
and incarceration of approximately 120,000
individuals of Japanese ancestry during
World War II, the majority of whom were
citizens of the United States;

(4) the murder of Vincent Chin;

(5) on January 17, 1989, the Cleveland Ele-
mentary School shooting in which a gunman
used an AK-47 to kill 5 children, 4 of whom
were of Southeast Asian descent;

(6) the rise in discrimination and violence
against Muslim, Sikh, Arab, Middle Eastern,
and South Asian Americans following the at-
tacks on the World Trade Center and the
Pentagon on September 11, 2001; and

(7) on August 5, 2012, the mass shooting at
a Sikh temple in Oak Creek, Wisconsin, in
which a white supremacist fatally shot 6 peo-
ple and wounded 4 others;

Whereas, in response to the uptick in anti-
Asian hate crimes throughout the COVID-19
pandemic, Congress passed the COVID-19
Hate Crimes Act (Public Law 117-13; 135 Stat.
265), which was signed into law by President
Joseph R. Biden on May 20, 2021;

Whereas, in celebration of the contribu-
tions of Asian American, Native Hawaiian,
and Pacific Islanders in the United States,
Congress passed the Commission To Study
the Potential Creation of a National Museum
of Asian Pacific American History and Cul-
ture Act (Public Law 117-140; 136 Stat. 1259)
to establish a commission to study the cre-
ation of a National Museum of Asian Pacific
American History and Culture, which was
signed into law by President Biden on June
13, 2022;

Whereas, as part of the American Women
Quarters Program, the United States Mint
has issued, or will issue, commemorative
quarters honoring the contributions of—

(1) Chinese American film star Anna May
Wong;

(2) Native Hawaiian composer and cultural
advocate Edith Kanaka’ole; and

(3) Congresswoman Patsy Mink;

Whereas there remains much to be done to
ensure that Asian Americans, Native Hawai-
ians, and Pacific Islanders have access to re-
sources and a voice in the Federal Govern-
ment and continue to advance in the polit-
ical landscape of the United States; and

Whereas celebrating Asian American, Na-
tive Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Heritage
Month provides the people of the United
States with an opportunity to recognize the
achievements, contributions, and history of,
and to understand the challenges faced by,
Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Pa-
cific Islanders: Now, therefore, be it
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Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the significance of Asian
American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Is-
lander Heritage Month as an important time
to celebrate the significant contributions of
Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Pa-
cific Islanders to the history of the United
States; and

(2) recognizes that Asian American, Native
Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander communities
enhance the rich diversity of and strengthen
the United States.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION  210—CON-
GRATULATING THE LOUISIANA
STATE UNIVERSITY FIGHTING
TIGERS WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM FOR WINNING THE 2023 NA-
TIONAL COLLEGIATE ATHLETIC
ASSOCIATION DIVISION I WOM-
EN’S BASKETBALL NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIP

Mr. CASSIDY (for himself and Mr.
KENNEDY) submitted the following res-
olution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 210

Whereas, on Sunday, April 2, 2023, the Lou-
isiana State University (referred to in this
preamble as “‘LSU”) Fighting Tigers wom-
en’s basketball team won the 2023 National
Collegiate Athletic Association (referred to
in this preamble as ‘““NCAA”) Division I
Women’s Basketball National Championship
(referred to in this preamble as the ‘‘national
championship’’), defeating the University of
Iowa Hawkeyes by a score of 102 to 85;

Whereas the LSU Fighting Tigers won
their first NCAA national championship in
LSU history, with 9 freshman or transfer
players playing in their first season for the
team,;

Whereas during the national championship
game—

(1) the LSU Fighting Tigers scored 102
points, becoming the first team to score
more than 100 points in a national champion-
ship game;

(2) Jasmine Carson scored 21 points in the
first 20 minutes to open up a 17 point lead;

(3) Alexis Morris, the only starter for the
LSU Fighting Tigers returning from the
2021-2022 season, scored 21 points and a game-
high 9 assists; and

(4) LaDazhia Williams scored 20 points,
along with 5 rebounds and 3 steals;

Whereas head coach Kim Mulkey became
the third coach with 4 or more national
championships in NCAA Division I women’s
college basketball history, and the first to
win a championship as a head coach of mul-
tiple programs;

Whereas associate head coach Bob
Starkey, assistant coach Daphne Mitchell,
and assistant coach Gary Redus II deserve
recognition for their historic accomplish-
ment;

Whereas the LSU Fighting Tigers finished
the season with 34 wins and 2 losses, with 15
wins and 1 loss in the Southeastern Con-
ference (referred to in this preamble as
“SEC”);

Whereas 4 LSU Fighting Tigers players
earned All-SEC Season honors, including—

(1) Angel Reese, First Team All-SEC and
SEC All-Defensive Team;

(2) Alexis Morris, First Team All-SEC;

(3) Sa’Myah Smith, SEC All-Freshman
Team; and

(4) Flau’Jae Johnson, SEC All-Freshman
Team, and was named SEC Freshmen of the
Year; and

Whereas Angel Reese was named most out-
standing player of the NCAA Division I

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Women’s Basketball Tournament Final Four
and set the record for most double-doubles in
a single season, with 34: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the Louisiana State Uni-
versity Fighting Tigers for winning the 2023
National Collegiate Athletic Association Di-
vision I Women’s Basketball National Cham-
pionship;

(2) recognizes the many achievements of
the coaches, players, and staff of the Lou-
isiana State University women’s basketball
team;

(3) recognizes the fans and the entire State
of Louisiana for their dedication and sup-
port; and

(4) respectfully requests that the Secretary
of the Senate transmit an enrolled copy of
this resolution to—

(A) the head coach of the Louisiana State
University women’s basketball team, Kim
Mulkey;

(B) the president of Louisiana State Uni-
versity, William F. Tate IV; and

(C) the athletic director of Louisiana State
University, Scott Woodward.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 211—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT PUBLIC SERV-
ANTS SHOULD BE COMMENDED
FOR THEIR DEDICATION AND
CONTINUED SERVICE TO THE
UNITED STATES DURING PUBLIC
SERVICE RECOGNITION WEEK

Ms. SINEMA (for herself, Mr.
LANKFORD, Mr. PETERS, Mr. JOHNSON,
Mr. CARPER, Mr. ROMNEY, Ms. HASSAN,
Mr. BRAUN, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. CARDIN,
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. ROSEN, and Mr.
OSSOFF) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 211

Whereas the week of May 7 through May
13, 2023, has been designated as ‘‘Public Serv-
ice Recognition Week” to honor employees
of the Federal Government and State and
local governments and members of the uni-
formed services;

Whereas Public Service Recognition Week
provides an opportunity to recognize and
promote the important contributions of pub-
lic servants and to honor the diverse men
and women who meet the needs of the United
States through work at all levels of govern-
ment and as members of the uniformed serv-
ices;

Whereas millions of individuals serve the
public in government service and as mem-
bers of the uniformed services in every
State, county, and city across the United
States and in hundreds of cities abroad;

Whereas public servants provide crucial
customer service in their local communities
to millions of individuals throughout the
United States;

Whereas public service is a noble calling
involving a variety of challenging and re-
warding professions;

Whereas the ability of the Federal Govern-
ment and State and local governments to be
responsive, innovative, and effective depends
on the outstanding performance of dedicated
public servants;

Whereas the United States continues to re-
affirm the critical importance of public serv-
ice employees in responding to public health
and economic challenges;

Whereas the United States is a great and
prosperous country, and public service em-
ployees contribute significantly to that
greatness and prosperity;

Whereas the United States benefits daily
from the knowledge and skills of the highly
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trained individuals who work in public serv-
ice;

Whereas public servants—

(1) defend the freedom of the people of the
United States and advance the interests of
the United States and the ideals of democ-
racy around the world;

(2) provide vital strategic support func-
tions to the Armed Forces and serve in the
National Guard and Reserves;

(3) fight crime and fires;

(4) ensure equal access to secure, efficient,
and affordable mail service;

(5) deliver benefits under the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 301 et seq.), including ben-
efits under the Medicare program under title
XVIII of that Act (42 U.S.C. 139 et seq.);

(6) fight disease and promote better health;

(7) protect the environment and the parks
of the United States;

(8) enforce laws guaranteeing equal em-
ployment opportunity and healthy working
conditions;

(9) defend and secure critical infrastruc-
ture;

(10) help the people of the United States re-
cover from natural disasters, pandemics, and
terrorist attacks;

(11) teach and work in schools and librar-
ies;

(12) develop new technologies and explore
Earth, the moon, and space to improve
knowledge on how the world changes;

(13) improve and secure transportation sys-
tems;

(14) promote
growth; and

(15) assist veterans of the Armed Forces;

Whereas members of the uniformed serv-
ices and civilian employees at all levels of
government—

(1) make significant contributions to the
general welfare of the United States; and

(2) are on the front lines in the fight to de-
feat terrorism and maintain homeland secu-
rity;

Whereas public servants work in a profes-
sional manner to build relationships with
other countries and cultures in order to bet-
ter represent the interests and promote the
ideals of the United States;

Whereas public servants alert Congress and
the public to government waste, fraud, and
abuse, and to dangers to public health;

Whereas the individuals serving in the uni-
formed services, as well as the skilled trade
and craft employees of the Federal Govern-
ment who provide support to their efforts—

(1) are committed to doing their jobs re-
gardless of the circumstances; and

(2) contribute greatly to the security of the
United States and the world;

Whereas public servants have bravely
fought in armed conflicts in the defense of
the United States and its ideals and deserve
the care and benefits they have earned
through their honorable service;

Whereas public servants—

(1) have much to offer, as demonstrated by
their expertise and innovative ideas; and

(2) serve as examples by passing on institu-
tional knowledge to train the next genera-
tion of public servants;

Whereas legislative branch employees, in-
cluding members of the United States Cap-
itol Police and officers of the Senate and the
House of Representatives, ensure the smooth
functioning of Congress and the safety and
security of Members of Congress, their staffs,
and visitors to the Capitol complex;

Whereas legislative branch employees
working for Members of Congress, congres-
sional committees, and legislative branch
agencies work tirelessly to serve constitu-
ents and support Congress in fulfilling its
constitutional obligations;

Whereas public servants have decisively
and resolutely responded to conflicts around

economic stability and
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