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Whereas, as of the date of introduction of
this resolution, there is no cure for ALS;

Whereas the spouses, children, and family
members of individuals living with ALS pro-
vide support to those individuals with love,
day-to-day care, and more; and

Whereas an individual with ALS, and the
caregivers of such an individual, can be re-
quired to bear significant costs for medical
care, equipment, and home care services for
the individual as the disease progresses:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates May 2023 as ‘‘ALS Awareness
Month’’;

(2) affirms the dedication of the Senate
to—

(A) ensuring individuals with amyotrophic
lateral sclerosis (referred to in this resolving
clause as ‘“‘ALS’) have access to effective
treatments as soon as possible;

(B) identifying risk factors and causes of
ALS to prevent new cases;

(C) empowering individuals with ALS to
engage with the world in the way they want;

(D) reducing the physical, emotional, and
financial burdens of living with ALS; and

(E) ensuring all individuals with ALS and
their caregivers receive high quality services
and supports that benefit them; and

(3) commends the dedication of the family
members, friends, organizations, volunteers,
researchers, and caregivers across the United
States who are working to improve the qual-
ity and length of life of ALS patients and the
development of treatments and cures that
reach patients as soon as possible.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION  225—COM-
MEMORATING THE 107TH RUN-
NING OF THE INDIANAPOLIS 500
MILE RACE AND RECOGNIZING
THE RACE AS “THE GREATEST
SPECTACLE IN RACING”

Mr. YOUNG (for himself and Mr.
BRAUN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation:

S. RES. 225

Whereas Sunday, May 28, 2023, will mark
the 107th running of the Indianapolis 500
Mile Race (referred to in this preamble as
the ‘“‘Indianapolis 500°’);

Whereas the Indianapolis 500 has occurred
every year since 1911, except during the in-
volvement of the United States in World
Wars I and II from 1917 through 1918 and 1942
through 1945, respectively;

Whereas the Indianapolis 500 is the largest
single day sporting event in the world, with
more than 300,000 fans packing the grand-
stands and the expansive infield of the Indi-
anapolis Motor Speedway on race day;

Whereas radio coverage of the Indianapolis
500 dates back to 1922, and the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway Radio Network was estab-
lished in 1952;

Whereas a radio broadcast of the entire In-
dianapolis 500 first began in 1953 and the
radio broadcast reaches millions of listeners
each year;

Whereas Alice Greene, a copywriter at the
Indianapolis-based radio station WIBC,
coined the phrase ‘‘the greatest spectacle in
racing’’ in 1954, and the phrase was made fa-
mous by broadcaster Sid Collins, who served
as the voice of the Indianapolis 500 for nearly
3 decades;

Whereas the Indianapolis 500 has played an
integral part in the culture and heritage of—

(1) Indianapolis, Indiana;

(2) motorsports; and

(3) the automotive industry in the United
States and throughout the world; and
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Whereas the Indianapolis Motor Speedway
has been a showcase of speed, human
achievement, and the continuous pursuit of
glory, and is a source of great pride for all
citizens of Indiana: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commemorates the 107th running of the
Indianapolis 500 Mile Race; and

(2) recognizes the Indianapolis 500 Mile
Race as ‘‘the greatest spectacle in racing’’.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 226—DESIG-
NATING MAY 20, 2023, AS “KIDS
TO PARKS DAY”

Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mrs. HYDE-
SMITH, Mr. DAINES, Mrs. CAPITO, Ms.
COLLINS, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. BOOKER, and
Mr. HEINRICH) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 226

Whereas the 13th annual Kids to Parks Day
will be celebrated on May 20, 2023;

Whereas the goals of Kids to Parks Day
are—

(1) to promote healthy outdoor recreation
and responsible environmental stewardship;

(2) to empower young people; and

(3) to encourage families to get outdoors
and visit the parks and public land of the
United States;

Whereas, on Kids to Parks Day, individuals
from rural, suburban, and urban areas of the
United States can be reintroduced to the
splendid national, State, and neighborhood
parks located in their communities;

Whereas communities across the United
States offer a variety of natural resources
and public land, often with free access, to in-
dividuals seeking outdoor recreation;

Whereas the people of the United States,
young and old, should be encouraged to lead
more healthy and active lifestyles;

Whereas Kids to Parks Day is an oppor-
tunity for families to take a break from
their busy lives and enjoy a day of active,
wholesome fun; and

Whereas Kids to Parks Day will—

(1) broaden an appreciation for nature and
the outdoors in young people;

(2) foster a safe setting for independent
play and healthy adventure in neighborhood
parks; and

(3) facilitate self-reliance while strength-
ening communities: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates May 20, 2023, as ‘‘Kids to
Parks Day’’;

(2) recognizes the importance of outdoor
recreation and the preservation of open
spaces for the health and education of the
young people of the United States; and

(3) encourages the people of the United
States to observe Kids to Parks Day with
safe family trips to parks.

———

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 10—PROVIDING FOR AN AN-
NUAL JOINT HEARING OF THE
COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET OF
THE SENATE AND THE COM-
MITTEE ON THE BUDGET OF THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
TO RECEIVE A PRESENTATION
FROM THE COMPTROLLER GEN-
ERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
REGARDING THE AUDITED FI-
NANCIAL STATEMENT OF THE
EXECUTIVE BRANCH

Ms. SINEMA (for herself, Ms. ERNST,
Mr. KING, Mr. BRAUN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr.
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DAINES, and Mr. KELLY) submitted the
following concurrent resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on the
Budget:

S. CoN. RES. 10

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring),
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This resolution may be cited as the ‘‘Fiscal
State of the Nation Resolution”.

SEC. 2. ANNUAL JOINT HEARING OF BUDGET
COMMITTEES TO RECEIVE A PRES-
ENTATION BY THE COMPTROLLER
GENERAL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 45 days
(excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and holi-
days) after the date on which the Secretary
of the Treasury submits to Congress the au-
dited financial statement required under
paragraph (1) of section 331(e) of title 31,
United States Code, on a date agreed upon by
the chairs of the Budget Committees and the
Comptroller General of the United States,
the chairs shall conduct a joint hearing to
receive a presentation from the Comptroller
General—

(1) reviewing the findings of the audit re-
quired under paragraph (2) of such section;
and

(2) providing, with respect to the informa-
tion included by the Secretary in the report
accompanying such audited financial state-
ment, an analysis of the financial position
and condition of the Federal Government, in-
cluding financial measures (such as the net
operating cost, income, budget deficits, or
budget surpluses) and sustainability meas-
ures (such as the long-term fiscal projection
or social insurance projection) described in
such report.

(b) PRESENTATION OF STATEMENT IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH GAO STRATEGIES AND
MEANS.—The Comptroller General of the
United States shall ensure that the presen-
tation at each joint hearing conducted under
subsection (a) is made in accordance with
the Strategies and Means of the Government
Accountability Office, to ensure that the
presentation will provide professional, objec-
tive, fact-based, nonpartisan, nonideological,
fair, and balanced information to the Mem-
bers attending the hearing.

(¢) RULES APPLICABLE TO HEARING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each joint hearing con-
ducted by the chairs of the Budget Commit-
tees under subsection (a) shall be conducted
in accordance with Standing Rules of the
Senate and the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives which apply to such a hearing,
including the provisions requiring hearings
conducted by committees to be open to the
public, including to radio, television, and
still photography coverage.

(2) PERMITTING PARTICIPATION BY SENATORS
AND MEMBERS NOT SERVING ON BUDGET COM-
MITTEES.—Notwithstanding any provision of
the Standing Rules of the Senate or the
Rules of the House of Representatives, any
Senator and any Member of the House of
Representatives (including a Delegate or
Resident Commissioner to the Congress) may
participate in a joint hearing under sub-
section (a) in the same manner and to the
same extent as a Senator or Member of the
House of Representatives who is a member of
either of the Budget Committees.

(d) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
“Budget Committees”” means the Committee
on the Budget of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on the Budget of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The requirement
under subsection (a) shall apply with respect
to any audited financial statement under
section 331(e)(1) of title 31, United States
Code, submitted on or after the date of adop-
tion of this resolution.



S1754

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 90. Ms. HIRONO proposed an amend-
ment to the resolution S. Res. 209, recog-
nizing the significance of Asian American,
Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Herit-
age Month as an important time to celebrate
the significant contributions of Asian Ameri-
cans, Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Island-
ers to the history of the United States.

—————

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 90. Ms. HIRONO proposed an
amendment to the resolution S. Res.
209, recognizing the significance of
Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and
Pacific Islander Heritage Month as an
important time to celebrate the sig-
nificant contributions of Asian Ameri-
cans, Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Is-
landers to the history of the United
States; as follows:

In the eighth whereas clause, in the matter
preceding paragraph (1), strike ‘‘important
milestones for the Asian American and Pa-
cific Islander community’ and insert ‘‘anni-
versaries’’.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. PADILLA. Madam President, I
have five requests for committees to
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, May 18, 2023, at 9:30 a.m.,
to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Thursday, May
18, 2023, at 10:40 a.m., to conduct a
hearing.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, May 18, 2023, at
10:15 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, May 18,
20231 at 10 a.m., to conduct an execu-
tive business meeting.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING

The Special Committee on Aging is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, May 18,
2023, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

——————

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. TILLIS. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent my staff, Isabella
Vesely, an intern in my office, be
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granted floor privileges until May 19,
2023.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that floor privi-
leges be granted to June Zhu of my
staff during today’s session of the Sen-
ate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

PROMOTING MINORITY HEALTH
AWARENESS AND SUPPORTING
THE GOALS AND IDEALS OF NA-
TIONAL MINORITY HEALTH
MONTH

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to the
consideration of S. Res. 221, submitted
earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 221) promoting minor-
ity health awareness and supporting the
goals and ideals of National Minority Health
Month in April 2023, which include bringing
attention to the health disparities faced by
minority populations of the United States
such as American Indians, Alaska Natives,
Asian Americans, African Americans, His-
panics, and Native Hawaiians or other Pa-
cific Islanders.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, last
month was National Minority Health
Month. Senator ScoTT of South Caro-
lina joined me in introducing a Senate
resolution commemorating National
Minority Health Month. We couldn’t
quite get it over the finish line before
the end of April, but I am pleased the
Senate is poised to pass the resolution
now.

National Minority Health Month has
its origins in National Negro Health
Week, which Booker T. Washington es-
tablished in 1915 to address the poor
health status of African Americans in
the early 20th century.

The commemorative month is helpful
because it improves the public’s aware-
ness of the health challenges that dis-
proportionately affect racial and eth-
nic minorities in the United States. It
helps us to celebrate the progress we
have made in addressing health dispari-
ties. Most important, it is a measure to
recommit ourselves to tackling the
longstanding health disparities that
still exist.

Today, because of historical and con-
temporary injustices across our soci-
ety, including those in the healthcare
system, communities of color continue
to face health disparities that result in
poorer quality of life and lower life
expectancies when compared to their
White counterparts. For people of color
who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual,
or transgender—LGBT—these dispari-
ties are often exacerbated.

Disparities in healthcare access,
treatment, and outcomes are signifi-
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cant for a variety of reasons. Most im-
portant, these disparities limit the
health of the Nation overall. The U.S.
population today is more racially and
ethnically diverse than at any other
time in our history. According to the
2020 census, nearly 4 in 10 Americans
identify with a race or ethnic group
other than White. In a nation as di-
verse as ours and one that is meant to
treat everyone equally, it is immoral
for certain populations to receive inad-
equate, inaccessible, or poor medical
care.

In addition to ethical considerations,
health inequities result in significant
costs to our economy. According to a
recent analysis, racial disparities
amount to approximately $93 billion in
excess medical care costs and $42 bil-
lion in lost productivity per year, as
well as additional economic losses due
to premature deaths.

For the health of our families, com-
munities, States and Nation, it is crit-
ical that we work to advance policies
that will move in the direction of
achieving health equity.

In recent years, we have faced a vari-
ety of serious public health challenges
that have clearly highlighted health
disparities. Whether we are discussing
the COVID-19 pandemic, the outbreak
of monkeypox last summer, or the
spread of respiratory illnesses like the
flu and RSV this past winter, these
public health challenges have shown
that we must respond appropriately
and in a timely fashion to ensure that
vulnerable communities receive the re-
sources and care they need.

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic,
for instance, public health data has
shown that people of color experienced
a disproportionate share of cases and
deaths due to this disease. According
to data from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention—CDC—re-
leased in December 2022, American In-
dian or Alaska Native adults are 2.5
times more likely to be hospitalized
and twice as likely to die from COVID-
19 than White individuals. Similarly,
Black and Hispanic adults are more
likely to be hospitalized and more like-
ly to die from COVID-19. Racial dis-
parities were also found in access to
COVID-19 vaccination for the first few
months of vaccine deployment.

At the time, I fought for additional
outreach and better data to close the
vaccination rate gap. Thanks in part to
a strong focus on these efforts, the
gaps in COVID-19 vaccination rates fi-
nally narrowed several months after
vaccine deployment initially began,
but they should not have existed in the
first place.

The COVID-19 pandemic also exacer-
bated our Nation’s behavioral health
crisis as social isolation contributed to
spikes in anxiety, depression, sub-
stance abuse, domestic violence, and
suicide. Adults and children across all
groups continue to experience in-
creased behavioral health issues, but
the burden on minority populations is
heaviest.
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