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Mr. PADILLA. Madam President, I
rise to reintroduce the Protecting
Unique and Beautiful Landscapes by
Investing in California, PUBLIC Lands
Act. This measure would increase pro-
tections for over 1 million acres of Fed-
eral public lands throughout northwest
California, the central coast, and Los
Angeles, including nearly 600,000 acres
of new wilderness, more than 583 miles
of new wild and scenic rivers, and over
100,000 acres of an expanded national
monument.

This legislation would preserve our
public lands for the benefit of current
and future generations and help pro-
tect California communities from the
impacts of the climate crisis.

The PUBLIC Lands Act is grounded
in the best conservation principles: It
expands access to the outdoors for all,
addresses disparities in access to na-
ture, supports locally led efforts, and is
based on science.

In northwest California, this bill
would designate new wilderness, wild
and scenic rivers, recreation and con-
servation areas, and forest and water-
shed restoration areas. Importantly, it
would increase wildfire resiliency in
northwest California, where the im-
pacts of the climate crisis have re-
sulted in more frequent and severe
wildfires.

Along the central coast, the bill
would designate nearly 250,000 acres of
public land in the Los Padres National
Forest and Carrizo Plain National
Monument as wilderness and establish
a 400-mile-long Condor National Recre-
ation trail, stretching from Los Ange-
les to Monterey County. The designa-
tions in the bill would protect the Cen-
tral Valley’s abundant biodiversity, in-
cluding threatened and endangered spe-
cies.

In Southern California, the bill would
expand the San Gabriel Mountains Na-
tional Monument to include more of
the San Gabriel Mountain range. Los
Angeles County is one of the most
park-poor, densely populated, and pol-
luted regions in the Nation, and this
legislation would begin to rectify that
by providing increased outdoor oppor-
tunities for Angelenos and ensuring
that disadvantaged communities can
benefit more easily from our public
lands.

I want to highlight that this legisla-
tion protects existing water rights,
property rights, and land-use authori-
ties. The bill also does not create any
new public lands—rather, it protects
existing public lands through the des-
ignation as wilderness in order to keep
these lands as untouched and wild as
possible.

The science is becoming increasingly
clear that we must conserve 30 percent
of our lands and waters by 2030 as part
of our efforts to solve the climate cri-
sis, protect nature, and save America’s
wildlife. This legislation would provide
significant progress on that goal, help-
ing California and the Biden adminis-
tration meet our 30x30 goals and re-
verse the worst effects of climate
change.
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The bill would also provide outdoor
recreation opportunities for park-poor
communities. It is imperative that as
we conserve our public lands, we do so
in a way that also reverses racial and
economic disparities in access to na-
ture and parks.

This bill enjoys the support of hun-
dreds of local municipalities and elect-
ed officials, community groups, and
businesses and local outfitters. It is the
product of significant public engage-
ment in the legislative process over
decades.

I would like to thank my colleagues
and conservation champions, Rep-
resentatives JARED HUFFMAN, SALUD
CARBAJAL, and JuDY CHU, for cham-
pioning these bills in the House.

I look forward to working with my
colleagues to pass the PUBLIC Lands
Act as quickly as possible.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 227—CALL-
ING ON THE PRESIDENT TO SUP-
PORT THE CREATION OF AN
INTERNATIONAL SPECIAL TRI-
BUNAL TO PROSECUTE RUSSIA’S
AGGRESSION AGAINST UKRAINE

Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Mr.
KAINE) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. REs. 227

Whereas on February 24, 2022, Russia un-
leashed a full-scale invasion of Ukraine in
contravention of international law and the
Charter of the United Nations;

Whereas the Russian armed forces com-
mitted mass atrocities in Bucha, Irpin,
Kherson, Izyum, Mariupol, Dnipro, and
Ukrainian towns occupied by the Russian
Federation, including rape, summary execu-
tion, and unlawful violence and threats
against civilians;

Whereas the Russian armed forces delib-
erately choose to target civilian infrastruc-
ture to terrorize Ukrainian citizens;

Whereas on September 21, 2022, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky stated to the
United Nations General Assembly that an
aggression tribunal must be established as a
‘‘signal to all ‘would-be’ aggressors, that
they must value peace or be brought to re-
sponsibility by the world”’;

Whereas on January 19, 2023, the European
Parliament, by a vote of 472 to 19, called for
the establishment of ‘‘a special international
criminal tribunal for the crime of aggression
against Ukraine” in order to ‘‘send a very
clear signal to both Russian society and the
international community that Putin and the
Russian political and military leadership can
be convicted for the crime of aggression in
Ukraine’’;

Whereas on March 27, 2023, the United
States Ambassador-at-Large for Global
Criminal Justice, Dr. Beth Van Schaack,
stated, ‘‘“There is no question that Russia’s
aggression against Ukraine is a manifest vio-
lation of the UN Charter.”’;

Whereas Article 2(4) of the Charter of the
United Nations states, ‘“‘All Members shall
refrain in their international relations from
the threat or use of force against the terri-
torial integrity or political independence of
any state, or in any other manner incon-
sistent with the Purposes of the United Na-
tions.”’;
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Whereas United Nations General Assembly
Resolution 3314 (XXIX), adopted by the
United Nations General Assembly on Decem-
ber 14, 1974, defines aggression as ‘‘the use of
armed force by a State against the sov-
ereignty, territorial integrity or political
independence of another State, or in any
other manner inconsistent with the Charter
of the United Nations, as set out in this Defi-
nition’’;

Whereas Article 8 of the Rome Statute of
the International Criminal Court, as amend-
ed by Resolution RC/Res. 6, adopted by the
Review Conference at the 13th plenary meet-
ing on June 11, 2010, states, in part: ‘“‘For the
purpose of this Statute, ‘crime of aggression’
means the planning, preparation, initiation
or execution, by a person in a position effec-
tively to exercise control over or to direct
the political or military action of a State, of
an act of aggression which, by its character,
gravity and scale, constitutes a manifest vio-
lation of the Charter of the United Na-
tions.”’;

Whereas on March 17, 2023, the Pre-Trial
Chamber of the International Criminal Court
issued arrest warrants for President Vladi-
mir Putin and Russian Commissioner for
Children’s Rights Maria Lvova-Belova for
their responsibility in the war crimes of un-
lawful deportation and transfer of children,
and the International Criminal Court con-
tinues to investigate other international
crimes within its jurisdiction that have been
committed in Ukraine;

Whereas the International Criminal Court
has jurisdiction over war crimes, crimes
against humanity, and genocide in Ukraine,
but it does not have jurisdiction over crimes
of aggression in Ukraine because neither
Ukraine nor the Russian Federation have
ratified the Rome Statute and its amend-
ments related to the crime of aggression;

Whereas the Russian Federation has com-
mitted manifest aggression against the
Ukrainian state for which its leadership
must be held accountable;

Whereas the international community
must hold those responsible for these atroc-
ities to account for their actions, including
Russian President Putin and all of the Mem-
bers of the Security Council of Russia; and

Whereas an international special tribunal
must be based on the adoption of a United
Nations General Assembly Resolution: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns, in the strongest terms, the
Russian Federation’s full-scale war and ag-
gression against Ukraine;

(2) regards the Russian Federation’s ag-
gression in Ukraine as an affront to human-
ity and in contravention of international
law;

(3) calls on the United States to use its
voice and vote in international institutions
to support the creation of a special inter-
national criminal tribunal to hold account-
able the leaders of the Russian Federation
who led and sanctioned aggression in
Ukraine;

(4) states its expectation that such a tri-
bunal will be formed pursuant to a United
Nations General Assembly resolution put
forward by friends of Ukraine that would—

(A) direct the Secretary General of the
United Nations to negotiate with Ukraine
the terms of the tribunal’s scope; and

(B) ensure that the role of the United Na-
tions—

(i) would be complementary to the juris-
diction of the International Criminal Court;
and

(ii) would not limit or affect the jurisdic-
tion of the International Criminal Court, in-
cluding its exercise of jurisdiction over war
crimes, crimes against humanity, and pos-
sible genocide committed in the context of
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Russia’s ongoing aggression against Ukraine;
and

(5) stands with people of Ukraine in sup-
port of their freedom and Ukraine’s sov-
ereignty against tyranny.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 228—RECOG-
NIZING THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE INDIANA PACERS’ 1972-
1973 AMERICAN BASKETBALL AS-
SOCIATION CHAMPIONSHIP AND
THEIR THIRD AMERICAN BAS-
KETBALL ASSOCIATION CHAM-
PIONSHIP IN 5 SEASONS

Mr. BRAUN (for himself and Mr.
YOUNG) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation:

S. RES. 228

Whereas the Indiana Pacers were founded
in 1967, as members of the American Basket-
ball Association;

Whereas the Indiana Pacers won American
Basketball Association Championships in
the 1969-1970, 1971-1972, and 1972-1973 seasons
and had 2 other championship appearances;

Whereas, during the seasons between 1970
and 1975, the Indiana Pacers averaged 51 wins
per season;

Whereas Mel Daniels, Freddie Lewis, Roger
Brown, and Billy Keller were members of all
3 Indiana Pacers championship teams;

Whereas the 1973 Indiana Pacers champion-
ship team had a strong native Hoosier pres-
ence on the team;

Whereas the 1973 Indiana Pacers champion-
ship team was built around George
McGinnis, who attended George Washington
Community High School in Indianapolis, In-
diana, and later attended Indiana University;

Whereas Billy Keller attended George
Washington Community High School in Indi-
anapolis, Indiana, and later attended Purdue
University;

Whereas Don Buse attended Holland High
School in Holland, Indiana, and Evansville
College in Evansville, Indiana;

Whereas, during the 1972-1973 season, Don
Buse, a rookie, made several contributions,
and Gus Johnson, a National Basketball As-
sociation veteran at the end of his career,
was brought onto the team to bring bench
strength and leadership;

Whereas the revived group finished with a
51 to 33 record after winning 11 consecutive
games late in the 1972-1973 season, the
fourth-best record in the league behind the
Carolina Cougars and the Kentucky Colonels
in the East and the Utah Stars in the West;

Whereas the Indiana Pacers took control of
the 1972-1973 series by winning Game 4 on the
home court of the Houston Rockets, as Billy
Keller hit a game-winning 3-pointer from the
left wing off a broken play with 14 seconds
left for a 97 to 95 victory;

Whereas that shot gained historical value
in passing years because William Robert
¢“Slick” Leonard rose off the bench and
shouted, ‘“‘Boom, Baby!”’ as the ball dropped
through the net;

Whereas ‘‘Boom, Baby!”’ would become
William Robert ‘‘Slick” Leonard’s signature
call as a broadcaster on every 3-pointer by
the Indiana Pacers in following decades;

Whereas, on May 12, 1973, the Indiana Pac-
ers beat the Kentucky Colonels 88 to 81 in
Game 7 of the American Basketball Associa-
tion Championship; and

Whereas that win gave the Indiana Pacers
their third and final American Basketball
Association title, the most titles held by a
team in the history of the American Basket-
ball Association: Now, therefore, be it

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) basketball has a rich history and pas-
sionate fan base in the Hoosier State and the
Indiana Pacers have highlighted that rich
history during the time in which they par-
ticipated in the American Basketball Asso-
ciation; and

(2) the history of the Indiana Pacers and
their storied legacy should be recognized, es-
pecially during 2023, which marks the 50th
anniversary of the Indiana Pacers’ third and
last American Basketball Association title
and championship.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 229—DESIG-
NATING MAY 2023 AS “NATIONAL
BRAIN TUMOR AWARENESS
MONTH”

Mr. DAINES (for himself, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Mr. RUBIO, Ms. WARREN, Ms.
SINEMA, and Mr. WARNOCK) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. REs. 229

Whereas more than an estimated 94,390 in-
dividuals will be diagnosed with a primary
brain tumor in the United States in 2023, and
an estimated 93,470 individuals in the United
States were diagnosed with a primary brain
tumor in 2022;

Whereas an estimated 1,000,000 Americans
are living with a brain tumor in the United
States;

Whereas, in the United States, brain tu-
mors are—

(1) the leading cause of death from cancer
in children who are under 14 years of age and
teens who are under 19 years of age; and

(2) the second leading cause of death from
cancer in young adults who are between 15
and 39 years of age;

Whereas the average 5-year survival rate
for an individual in the United States fol-
lowing the diagnosis of a primary malignant
brain tumor is only 35.7 percent;

Whereas it is estimated that 18,990 individ-
uals in the United States will die as a result
of a malignant brain tumor in 2023;

Whereas brain tumors may be malignant
or benign but can be life-threatening in ei-
ther case;

Whereas treatment of brain tumors is com-
plicated by the fact that more than 100 types
of brain tumors exist;

Whereas the treatment and removal of
brain tumors present significant challenges
due to the uniquely complex and fragile na-
ture of the brain;

Whereas brain tumors affect the primary
organ in the human body that controls not
only cognitive ability, but the actions of
every other organ and limb in the body, lead-
ing to brain tumors being described as a dis-
ease that affects the whole individual;

Whereas brain tumor research is supported
by a number of private, nonprofit research
foundations and by Federal medical research
institutions;

Whereas basic research may fuel advance-
ments and development of new treatments
for brain tumors;

Whereas obstacles to the development of
new treatments for brain tumors remain,
and there are limited strategies for the
screening or early detection of brain tumors;

Whereas, despite the high number of indi-
viduals diagnosed with a brain tumor every
year and the devastating prognoses for those
individuals, only a few treatments have been
approved for malignant brain tumors since
the 1980s and none of the treatments extend
survival more than 2 years of life, on aver-
age, or are considered to be curative.

Whereas the mortality rates associated
with brain tumors have changed little during
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the 30-year period preceding the date of in-
troduction of this resolution;

Whereas there is a need for greater public
awareness of brain tumors, including the dif-
ficulties associated with research on brain
tumors and the opportunities for advances in
brain tumor research and treatment; and

Whereas May 2023, during which brain
tumor advocates nationwide unite in aware-
ness, outreach, and advocacy activities, is an
appropriate month to recognize as ‘‘National
Brain Tumor Awareness Month’’: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates May 2023 as ‘‘National Brain
Tumor Awareness Month’’;

(2) encourages increased public awareness
of brain tumors to honor the individuals who
have lost their lives to a brain tumor or cur-
rently live with a brain tumor diagnosis;

(3) supports efforts to develop better treat-
ments for brain tumors that will improve the
quality of life and the long-term prognoses of
individuals diagnosed with a brain tumor;

(4) expresses its support for individuals
who are battling brain tumors, as well as the
families, friends, and caregivers of those in-
dividuals; and

(5) urges a collaborative approach to brain
tumor research, which is a promising means
of advancing understanding of, and treat-
ment for, brain tumors.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 230—RECOG-
NIZING THE 102ND ANNIVERSARY
OF THE 1921 TULSA RACE MAS-
SACRE

Ms. WARREN (for herself, Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO, Mr. KAINE, Ms. HIRONO, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Ms. SMITH, Mr. CASEY, Mr.
PADILLA, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. FETTERMAN,

Mr. BROWN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. SANDERS, Mrs. FEIN-

STEIN, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. WYDEN, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. WARNOCK, Mr. BOOK-
ER, and Mr. WARNER) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 230

Whereas, in the early 20th century, de jure
segregation confined the Black residents of
Tulsa, Oklahoma, into the ‘“‘Greenwood Dis-
trict”’, which they built into a thriving com-
munity with a nationally renowned entrepre-
neurial center known as the ‘“‘Black Wall
Street”’;

Whereas, at the time, White supremacy
and racist violence were common throughout
the United States and went largely un-
checked by the justice system;

Whereas reports of an alleged and disputed
incident on the morning of May 30, 1921, be-
tween two teenagers, a Black man and a
White woman, caused the White community
of Tulsa, including the Tulsa Tribune, to call
for a lynching amidst a climate of White ra-
cial hostility and White resentment over
Black economic success;

Whereas, on May 31, 1921, a mob of armed
White men descended on the Greenwood Dis-
trict in Tulsa and launched what is now
known as the ‘‘Tulsa Race Massacre’’;

Whereas Tulsa municipal and county au-
thorities failed to take actions to calm or
contain the violence, and civil and law en-
forcement officials deputized many White
men who were participants in the violence as
their agents, directly contributing to the vi-
olence through overt and often illegal acts;

Whereas, over a period of 24 hours, the vio-
lence of the White mob led to the death of an
estimated 300 Black residents, and over 800
reports of injuries;
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