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Whereas, in response to recent civil unrest 

in the United States, immigrants of all back-
grounds have pledged their support to fight 
racial injustice, hand-in-hand with Black im-
migrants, to fight for accountability from 
law enforcement and the criminal justice 
system, and to demand that law enforcement 
protect all individuals, regardless of their 
skin color; 

Whereas celebrating the racial, ethnic, lin-
guistic, and religious differences of immi-
grants has resulted in a unified, patriotic, 
and prosperous United States; 

Whereas immigration has long been one of 
the greatest competitive advantages of the 
United States; 

Whereas immigrants of all skill levels have 
helped make the economy of the United 
States the strongest in the world, comple-
menting existing businesses in the United 
States in times of need and founding success-
ful businesses of their own; 

Whereas more than 44 percent of Fortune 
500 companies were founded by immigrants 
or their children, which generate 
$7,000,000,000,000 in annual revenue and em-
ploy millions of individuals in the United 
States; 

Whereas, although approximately 14 per-
cent of the population of the United States is 
immigrants, a considerably larger share of 
the labor force (18 percent) is immigrants; 

Whereas immigrants are entrepreneurial 
self-starters who create their own oppor-
tunity and employment opportunities for 
others, with 13 percent of employed immi-
grants being self-employed compared to 9 
percent of employed, native-born individuals 
of the United States; 

Whereas immigrant-owned businesses pro-
vide jobs across the United States, sup-
porting the creation of additional jobs 
through entrepreneurial activity in addition 
to the jobs they fill within their business; 

Whereas immigrants are more likely to 
have advanced degrees than native-born peo-
ple of the United States; 

Whereas more than 1,000,000 international 
students are enrolled in colleges and univer-
sities across the United States, comprising 
about 5 percent of the total higher education 
population and helping make the United 
States the global leader in higher education; 

Whereas approximately 100,000 inter-
national students each year would hope to 
stay and work in the United States, if an im-
migration option were available to them; 

Whereas the immigration system of the 
United States has not been meaningfully up-
dated in more than 30 years and is now out-
dated and overburdened, turning away high-
ly skilled workers and international student 
graduates and putting the global leadership 
of the United States at risk; 

Whereas allowing international student 
graduates interested in remaining in the 
United States to secure a permanent immi-
gration status would expand the economy by 
$233,000,000,000 during the next decade and 
would help reduce STEM-related talent 
shortages by 25 percent; 

Whereas national security experts agree 
that it is essential for the United States to 
maintain its military exceptionalism by 
being the leader in advanced technologies 
such as artificial intelligence, cyber, quan-
tum, robotics, directed energy, and 
hypersonic weapons, which are all STEM 
fields where immigrants fill dangerous labor 
shortages in the United States; 

Whereas, due to population aging and 
longer life expectancy of the population in 
the United States requiring an increase in 
health care workers, immigrants are ex-
pected to fill a crucial need in the future 
health care system of the United States es-
sential to keeping the people of the United 
States healthy; 

Whereas, if undocumented individuals who 
came to the United States as children (com-
monly referred to as ‘‘Dreamers’’) alone were 
provided a pathway to citizenship, they 
would contribute approximately 
$799,000,000,000 to the economy of the United 
States during the next 10 years; 

Whereas future population growth in the 
United States will require increased immi-
gration, and by increasing immigration sub-
stantially, will keep the United States eco-
nomically competitive with China and other 
global economies and reduce future fiscal 
imbalances for popular programs like pro-
grams under the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 301 et seq.); 

Whereas, without immigration, the work-
ing-age population of the United States will 
not grow and increasing immigration will 
help alleviate labor shortages, easing infla-
tion; 

Whereas significantly increasing annual 
immigration levels would double the size of 
the United States economy by 2050, dramati-
cally lower the ratio of working-age individ-
uals to senior-age individuals, and increase 
the average income for workers in the 
United States; 

Whereas President Joseph R. Biden, Jr., 
most recently honored the accomplishments, 
contributions, and sacrifices of immigrants 
by proclaiming June 2023 to be ‘‘Immigrant 
Heritage Month’’ and by asking all people of 
the United States to observe June 2023 with 
appropriate programming and activities to 
remind individuals of the values of diversity, 
equity, and inclusion; and 

Whereas continued integration of immi-
grants from around the world in a manner 
that encourages and facilitates a pathway to 
citizenship, economic and social mobility, 
and civic engagement will perpetuate the 
prosperity of the United States and reinforce 
the patriotism all people of the United 
States feel for the United States, no matter 
the color of skin, country of origin, or reli-
gious background of the individual: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes June 2023 as ‘‘Immigrant 

Heritage Month’’ in honor of the contribu-
tions immigrants and their children have 
made to the United States throughout its 
history; 

(2) pledges to celebrate immigrant con-
tributions to, and immigrant heritages in, 
each State; 

(3) welcomes immigrants presently in the 
United States and individuals seeking to im-
migrate to the United States to contribute 
to the health, safety, diversity, and pros-
perity of the United States by finding their 
place in the vibrant, multiethnic, and inte-
grated society of the United States; 

(4) encourages the people of the United 
States to work with their immigrant neigh-
bors and colleagues to advance the current 
and future well-being of the United States; 
and 

(5) commits to working with fellow Mem-
bers of Congress, the executive agencies that 
administer immigration laws and policies, 
and the President to promote smart and just 
immigration policy for immigrants presently 
in the United States, their families, and indi-
viduals seeking to immigrate to the United 
States in the future. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 244—CON-
DEMNING AZERBAIJAN’S BLOCK-
ADE OF THE ARMENIANS OF 
NAGORNO-KARABAKH AND ONGO-
ING HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 

Mr. PADILLA (for himself, Mr. 
RUBIO, and Mr. MENENDEZ) submitted 

the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations: 

S. RES. 244 

Whereas Azerbaijani forces, in violation of 
international obligations to resolve disputes 
with Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh peace-
fully, conducted a large-scale, unprovoked 
invasion of Nagorno-Karabakh in October 
2020; 

Whereas President Ilham Aliyev of Azer-
baijan has used vitriolic rhetoric to call for 
the ethnic cleansing of indigenous Arme-
nians in Nagorno-Karabakh and his regime 
has consistently violated important inter-
national humanitarian legal agreements dur-
ing the 2020 war and up until the present 
date, including the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, the United Nations Charter, 
and the Geneva Convention; 

Whereas evidence of Azerbaijani violations 
of international humanitarian law during 
the 2020 war are well-documented by rep-
utable nongovernmental organizations, such 
as Columbia University’s Institute for the 
Study of Human Rights, Amnesty Inter-
national, Human Rights Watch, and the 
International Committee of the Red Cross; 

Whereas mass human rights violations 
committed by Azerbaijani forces in the 2020 
war included rocket strikes on civilian infra-
structure like medical facilities and schools, 
the decapitation of civilians, the use of white 
phosphorus munitions, the torture and 
extrajudicial killing of Armenian prisoners 
of war, the hiring of foreign mercenaries, and 
the targeting of historic monuments, works 
of art, and places of worship with great cul-
tural and spiritual significance to Arme-
nians; 

Whereas, on September 13, 2022, Azer-
baijani forces mounted an illegal and 
unprovoked assault on Armenian territory, 
including the cities of Vardenis, Sotk, 
Artanish, Ishkhanasar, Goris, and Kapan; 

Whereas Azerbaijan’s attack on Armenia, 
which was launched on September 13, 2022, is 
a flagrant violation of Armenia’s sovereignty 
and territorial integrity, and a violation of 
international law; 

Whereas the November 9, 2020, ceasefire 
statement ending the 2020 war signed by 
Azerbaijan clearly states in Article 6, ‘‘The 
Lachin Corridor (5 km wide), which will pro-
vide a connection between Nagorno- 
Karabakh and Armenia while not passing 
through the territory of Shusha, shall re-
main under the control of the Russian Fed-
eration peacemaking forces . . . The Repub-
lic of Azerbaijan shall guarantee the security 
of persons, vehicles, and cargo moving along 
the Lachin Corridor in both directions.’’; 

Whereas Armenia has made progress to-
wards unblocking regional rail connections, 
including rail lines connecting Azerbaijan to 
Nakhichevan, in accordance with the terms 
of the 2020 ceasefire statement; 

Whereas, on December 12, 2022, Azerbaijan 
created a man-made humanitarian crisis by 
implementing an extended blockade of the 
Lachin Corridor under the guise of a civilian 
protest; 

Whereas the Lachin Corridor serves as a 
vital lifeline between Nagorno-Karabakh and 
the Republic of Armenia, and its blockade 
prevents food, critical medical supplies, and 
other essentials from reaching 120,000 people; 

Whereas Azerbaijan has taken dangerous, 
escalatory steps that have severely worsened 
the quality of life for the people living in 
Nagorno-Karabakh, including 30,000 children, 
20,000 elderly individuals, and 9,000 people 
with disabilities, through the sabotage of ci-
vilian infrastructure such as a critical nat-
ural gas pipeline, power transmission lines, 
and a fixed-line internet; 
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Whereas the Russian peacekeeping forces 

deployed in the region have not lived up to 
their role as defined by the November 9, 2020, 
statement, doing little to disperse 
Azerbaijanis blocking the Lachin Corridor, 
deescalate the situation, or prevent other 
Azerbaijani aggressions against the Arme-
nian population in Nagorno-Karabakh; 

Whereas the Department of State has 
warned, ‘‘Closure of the Lachin Corridor has 
severe humanitarian implications and sets 
back the peace process’’ and has publicly 
called on the Government of Azerbaijan ‘‘to 
restore free movement through the cor-
ridor’’; 

Whereas Secretary of State Antony J. 
Blinken spoke with Azerbaijan’s President 
Ilham Aliyev on January 23, 2023, ‘‘to urge an 
immediate reopening of the Lachin corridor 
to commercial traffic’’ and ‘‘underscored 
that the risk of a humanitarian crisis in the 
Lachin corridor undermined prospects for 
peace between Armenia and Azerbaijan’’; 

Whereas on February 18, 2023, the Inter-
national Court of Justice ordered Azerbaijan 
‘‘to ensure the unimpeded movement of per-
sons, vehicles, and cargo along the Lachin 
Corridor’’; 

Whereas the United States serves as a co- 
chair of the Organization for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe’s Minsk Group, along 
with France and the Russian Federation, and 
is committed to sustainable, long-term peace 
in the region; and 

Whereas the United States and the inter-
national community have not been able to 
undertake any direct humanitarian support 
or relief efforts to address the needs of Arme-
nian victims in Nagorno-Karabakh since the 
deadly invasion by Azerbaijani forces in Oc-
tober 2020: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) condemns Azerbaijan’s blockade of the 

Lachin Corridor to Nagorno Karabakh; 
(2) encourages the United States Govern-

ment and international community to peti-
tion the United Nations Security Council, 
the Organization for Security and Co-oper-
ation in Europe, and other appropriate inter-
national bodies to investigate any and all 
war crimes committed by Azerbaijani forces 
against Armenian civilians; 

(3) calls on the United States Government 
to work swiftly with international partners, 
including civil society organizations, regard-
ing the deployment of international observ-
ers to the Lachin Corridor and Nagorno- 
Karabakh to explore opportunities for more 
effective and sustainable guarantees of secu-
rity and peaceful development; 

(4) calls on the President to immediately 
suspend any United States new, current, or 
pending military or security assistance to 
Azerbaijan, and to fully enforce section 907 
of the FREEDOM Support Act (22 U.S.C. 
5812); 

(5) supports United States sanctions under 
existing statutory authority against Azer-
baijani officials responsible for the blockade 
of Nagorno-Karabakh and other well-docu-
mented human rights violations committed 
against Armenians in the region, such as the 
targeting of civilian infrastructure and the 
destruction of historic, cultural, and places 
of worship of great significance to Arme-
nians; and 

(6) supports efforts by the United States, 
the European Union, and the international 
community to provide humanitarian assist-
ance to victims of Azerbaijani aggression in 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 245—HON-
ORING THE MEMORY OF THE 
VICTIMS OF THE HEINOUS AT-
TACK AT THE PULSE NIGHTCLUB 
ON JUNE 12, 2016 

Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself 
and Mr. RUBIO) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 245 

Whereas, on June 12, 2016, a gunman in-
spired by the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria 
targeted the Pulse nightclub in Orlando, 
Florida, where he killed 49 innocent victims 
and wounded dozens more in a despicable at-
tack; 

Whereas the attack at the Pulse nightclub 
was an attack on the LGBTQ community, 
the Hispanic community, the City of Or-
lando, the State of Florida, and the United 
States; 

Whereas the Orlando community continues 
to mourn the tragic loss of life but has dem-
onstrated remarkable strength, unity, and 
resilience in the aftermath of the horrendous 
event; 

Whereas June 12 is designated as ‘‘Pulse 
Remembrance Day’’ in the State of Florida 
to honor the victims and survivors of the 
senseless attack; 

Whereas the people of the United States 
continue to pray for those affected by the 
tragedy; and 

Whereas June 12, 2023, marks 7 years since 
the lives of the 49 innocent victims were 
tragically cut short by this senseless act of 
terrorism: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commemorates the 49 innocent victims 

killed in the attack at the Pulse nightclub in 
Orlando, Florida, on June 12, 2016, and offers 
heartfelt condolences to the families, loved 
ones, and friends of the victims; 

(2) honors the dozens of survivors of the at-
tack and pledges continued resolve to stand 
against terrorism and hate; and 

(3) expresses gratitude to the brave law en-
forcement and emergency medical personnel 
who responded to the attack. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. KAINE. Madam President, I have 
seven requests for committees to meet 
during today’s session of the Senate. 
They have the approval of the Majority 
and Minority Leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

The Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, June 8, 2023, at 10 
a.m., to conduct a subcommittee hear-
ing. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Thursday, June 8, 2023, at 10 a.m., to 
conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 

Senate on Thursday, June 8, 2023, at 10 
a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

The Committee on Foreign Relations 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Thursday, June 8, 
2023, at 10:30 a.m., to conduct a busi-
ness meeting. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, June 8, 2023, at 10 
a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Thursday, June 8, 2023, 
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

The Committee on the Judiciary is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Thursday, June 8, 
2023, at 10 a.m., to conduct an execu-
tive business meeting. 

f 

APPOINTMENTS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair, on behalf of the Republican 
Leader, pursuant to the provisions of 
Public Law 99–93, as amended by Public 
Law 99–151, appoints the following Sen-
ators as members of the United States 
Senate Caucus on International Nar-
cotics Control: the Honorable CHARLES 
GRASSLEY of Iowa (Vice Chairman), the 
Honorable JOHN CORNYN of Texas, and 
the Honorable JAMES RISCH of Idaho. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF THE 
VICTIMS OF THE HEINOUS AT-
TACK AT THE PULSE NIGHTCLUB 
ON JUNE 12, 2016 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
245, which is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 245) honoring the 

memory of the victims of the heinous attack 
at the Pulse nightclub on June 12, 2016. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. WYDEN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to, 
the preamble be agreed to, and that the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 245) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 
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