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still comprise only 44 percent of the total
collegiate athlete population, 30 percent of
whom are white women and only 14 percent
of whom are Black, Indigenous, and People
of Color (referred to in this preamble as
“BIPOC”’) women;

Whereas, in 1971, women coached 90 percent
of collegiate women’s teams, but as of 2023,
women coach only 41 percent of all National
Collegiate Athletic Association (referred to
in this preamble as ‘“NCAA”’) women’s teams
and BIPOC women represent only 7 percent
of head coaches;

Whereas there is a need to restore women
to those positions to ensure fair representa-
tion and provide role models for young fe-
male athletes;

Whereas, for too long, the many achieve-
ments of women in sports have not received
fair recognition;

Whereas the long history of women in
sports in the United States—

(1) features many contributions made by
female athletes that have enriched the na-
tional life of the United States; and

(2) includes inspiring figures, such as Ger-
trude Ederle, Wilma Rudolph, Althea Gibson,
Mildred Ella ‘‘Babe’” Didrikson Zaharias,
Mary Lou Retton, and Patty Berg, who over-
came difficult obstacles in their own lives—

(A) to advance participation by women in
sports; and

(B) to set positive examples for the gen-
erations of female athletes who continue
to inspire people in the United States
today;

Whereas the United States must do all it
can to break down the barriers of discrimina-
tion, inequality, and injustice in sports;

Whereas girls and young women in minor-
ity communities are doubly disadvantaged
because—

(1) schools in minority communities have
fewer athletic opportunities than schools in
predominately White communities; and

(2) the limited resources for athletic oppor-
tunities in minority communities exacer-
bates the existing gender inequity between
girls and boys;

Whereas the United States Women’s Na-
tional Soccer Team has led the fight domes-
tically and internationally for equal treat-
ment and compensation for female athletes;

Whereas the 4-time World Cup champion
United States Women’s National Soccer
Team will compete to win a historic third
World Cup title in a row at the 2023 FIFA
Women’s World Cup;

Whereas, with the recent enactment of
laws such as the Equal Pay for Team USA
Act of 2022 (Public Law 117-340), Congress has
taken steps—

(1) to ensure all athletes representing the
United States in global competition receive
equal pay and benefits regardless of gender;
and

(2) to represent to the world, and especially
young girls, that everyone deserves equal
pay and benefits; and

Whereas, with increased participation by
women and girls in sports, it is more impor-
tant than ever to continue protecting title
IX and upload the mandate of the law of eq-
uitable and fair treatment and more general
principles of gender equity throughout the
sport system: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate supports—

(1) observing ‘‘National Girls & Women in
Sports Day’”’ on February 1, 2023, to recog-
nize—

(A) all women athletes who represent
schools, universities, and the United States
in their athletic pursuits; and

(B) the vital role that the people of the
United States have in empowering girls and
women in sports;

(2) marking the observation of National
Girls & Women in Sports Day with appro-
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priate programs and activities,
legislative efforts—

(A) to build on the success of the Equal
Pay for Team USA Act of 2022 (Public Law
117-340) and ensure equal pay for all female
athletes; and

(B) to protect and uphold title IX of the
Education Amendments of 1972 (20 U.S.C.
1681 et seq.) so that future generations of
athletes will not have to experience the in-
equitable and unfair treatment that many
athletes have had to endure, and continue to
endure, today; and

(3) all ongoing efforts—

(A) to promote gender equity in sports, in-
cluding equal pay and equal access to ath-
letic opportunities for girls and women; and

(B) to support the commitment of the
United States to expanding athletic partici-
pation for all girls and future generations of
women athletes.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Madam President,
today I rise to introduce a resolution
recognizing February 1, 2023, as Na-
tional Girls and Women in Sports Day.

Nearly 4 million girls and women
across this country participate in high
school and college athletics. Participa-
tion in sports has been shown to pro-
vide lifelong benefits to their physical
and mental health. Athletic participa-
tion helps develop self-discipline, ini-
tiative, and confidence. When female
athletes are supported on the field,
they are empowered to become leaders
off of it.

For far too long, the many achieve-
ments of women in sports have not re-
ceived fair recognition. Female ath-
letes, coaches, and trainers are consist-
ently paid less than their male coun-
terparts, subjected to subpar working
conditions, and receive substantially
less investment and promotional sup-
port for their athletic programs. This
country must do all it can to break
down the barriers of discrimination, in-
equality, and injustice in sports.

Today’s resolution celebrates the tre-
mendous accomplishments of female
athletes across the United States, sup-
ports the growth of female sports, and
encourages the next generation of ath-
letes to follow their dreams.

I thank Senator CAPITO for leading
this important bipartisan resolution
with me, and for all of our supporters
in the Senate.

————

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 3—AFFIRMING THE IMPOR-
TANCE OF RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
AS A FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN
RIGHT THAT IS ESSENTIAL TO A
FREE SOCIETY AND PROTECTED
FOR ALL PEOPLE OF THE
UNITED STATES UNDER THE
CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED
STATES, AND RECOGNIZING THE
237TTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE EN-
ACTMENT OF THE VIRGINIA
STATUTE FOR RELIGIOUS FREE-
DOM

Mr. DAINES (for himself, Mrs. HYDE-
SMITH, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. BRAUN, Mr.
RuUBIO, Mr. COTTON, Mr. ScoTT of Flor-
ida, Mr. R1scH, Mr. THUNE, Mr. TILLIS,
Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. CRAMER, Mrs. BLACK-
BURN, Mr. WICKER, Mr. HAWLEY, Mr.
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CRUZ, and Mr. LEE) submitted the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary:

S. CON. RES. 3

Whereas the democracy of the TUnited
States is rooted in the fundamental truth
that all people are created equal, endowed by
the Creator with certain inalienable rights,
including life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness;

Whereas the freedom of conscience was
highly valued by—

(1) individuals seeking religious freedom
who settled in the colonies in the United
States;

(2) the founders of the United States; and

(3) Thomas Jefferson, who wrote in a letter
to the Society of the Methodist Episcopal
Church at New London, Connecticut, dated
February 4, 1809, that ‘‘[n]Jo provision in our
Constitution ought to be dearer to man than
that which protects the rights of conscience
against the enterprizes of the civil author-
ity

Whereas the Virginia Statute for Religious
Freedom was—

(1) drafted by Thomas Jefferson, who con-
sidered the Virginia Statute for Religious
Freedom to be one of his greatest achieve-
ments;

(2) enacted on January 16, 1786; and

(3) the forerunner to the Free Exercise
Clause of the First Amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States;

Whereas section 2(a) of the International
Religious Freedom Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C.
6401(a)) states that—

(1) “‘[tlhe right to freedom of religion
undergirds the very origin and existence of
the United States’; and

(2) religious freedom was established by
the founders of the United States ‘‘in law, as
a fundamental right and as a pillar of our
Nation’’;

Whereas the role of religion in society and
public life in the United States has a long
and robust tradition;

Whereas individuals who have studied the
democracy of the United States from an
international perspective, such as Alexis de
Tocqueville, have noted that religion plays a
central role in preserving the Government of
the United States because religion provides
the moral base required for democracy to
succeed;

Whereas, in Town of Greece v. Galloway,
572 U.S. 565 (2014), the Supreme Court of the
United States affirmed that ‘‘people of many
faiths may be united in a community of tol-
erance and devotion’’;

Whereas the principle of religious freedom
‘““has guided our Nation forward”, as ex-
pressed by the 44th President of the United
States in a Presidential proclamation on Re-
ligious Freedom Day in 2011, and freedom of
religion ‘‘is a universal human right to be
protected here at home and across the
globe”’, as expressed by that President of the
United States on Religious Freedom Day in
2013;

Whereas ‘‘[flreedom of religion is a funda-
mental human right that must be upheld by
every nation and guaranteed by every gov-
ernment’’, as expressed by the 42nd President
of the United States in a Presidential procla-
mation on Religious Freedom Day in 1999;

Whereas the First Amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States protects—

(1) the right of individuals to freely express
and act on the religious beliefs of those indi-
viduals; and

(2) individuals from coercion to profess or
act on a religious belief to which those indi-
viduals do not adhere;
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Whereas ‘“‘our laws and institutions should
not impede or hinder but rather should pro-
tect and preserve fundamental religious lib-
erties”, as expressed by the 42nd President of
the United States in remarks accompanying
the signing of the Religious Freedom Res-
toration Act of 1993 (42 U.S.C. 2000bb et seq.);

Whereas, for countless people of the United
States, faith is an integral part of every as-
pect of daily life and is not limited to the
homes, houses of worship, or doctrinal creeds
of those individuals;

Whereas ‘‘religious faith has inspired many
of our fellow citizens to help build a better
Nation’ in which ‘“‘people of faith continue
to wage a determined campaign to meet
needs and fight suffering’, as expressed by
the 43rd President of the United States in a
Presidential proclamation on Religious Free-
dom Day in 2003;

Whereas, ‘“‘[flrom its birth to this day, the
United States has prized this legacy of reli-
gious freedom and honored this heritage by
standing for religious freedom and offering
refuge to those suffering religious persecu-
tion”’, as noted in section 2(a) of the Inter-
national Religious Freedom Act of 1998 (22
U.S.C. 6401(a));

Whereas Thomas Jefferson wrote—

(1) in 1798 that each right encompassed in
the First Amendment to the Constitution of
the United States is dependent on the other
rights described in that Amendment, ‘‘there-
by guarding in the same sentence, and under
the same words, the freedom of religion, of
speech, and of the press: insomuch, that
whatever violated either, throws down the
sanctuary which covers the others’’; and

(2) in 1822 that the constitutional freedom
of religion is ‘‘the most inalienable and sa-
cred of all human rights’’;

Whereas religious freedom ‘‘has been inte-
gral to the preservation and development of
the United States’, and ‘‘the free exercise of
religion goes hand in hand with the preserva-
tion of our other rights’’, as expressed by the
41st President of the United States in a Pres-
idential proclamation on Religious Freedom
Day in 1993; and

Whereas we ‘‘continue to proclaim the fun-
damental right of all peoples to believe and
worship according to their own conscience,
to affirm their beliefs openly and freely, and
to practice their faith without fear or in-
timidation”’, as expressed by the 42nd Presi-
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dent of the United States in a Presidential
proclamation on Religious Freedom Day in
1998: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) on Religious Freedom Day on January
16, 2023, honors the 237th anniversary of the
enactment of the Virginia Statute for Reli-
gious Freedom; and

(2) affirms that—

(A) for individuals of any faith and individ-
uals of no faith, religious freedom includes
the right of an individual to live, work, asso-
ciate, and worship in accordance with the be-
liefs of the individual;

(B) all people of the United States can be
unified in supporting religious freedom, re-
gardless of differing individual beliefs, be-
cause religious freedom is a fundamental
human right; and

(C) ‘““the American people will remain for-
ever unshackled in matters of faith’, as ex-
pressed by the 44th President of the United
States in a Presidential proclamation on Re-
ligious Freedom Day in 2012.

————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. MURPHY. Madam President, I
have three requests for committees to
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, February 1, 2023, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS

The Committee on Environment and
Public Works is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on

February 1, 2023

Wednesday, February 1, 2023, at 10 a.m.,
to conduct a business meeting.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, February 1, 2023, at 2:30 p.m., to
conduct a closed roundtable.

———

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY,
FEBRUARY 2, 2023

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President,
I ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned until 10 a.m., Thurs-
day, February 2; that following the
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; further, that following
the conclusion of morning business, the
Senate proceed to executive session to
consider the Falk nomination and at
1:45 p.m., the Senate vote on confirma-
tion of the Falk nomination; finally,
that if confirmed, the motions to re-
consider with respect to the Falk and
Zakheim nominations be considered
made and laid upon the table and the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President,
if there is no further business to come
before the Senate, I ask that it stand
adjourned under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 5:59 p.m., adjourned until Thursday,
February 2, 2023, at 10 a.m.
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