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from North Carolina (Mr. BUDD) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1985, a bill to 
prohibit the flying, draping, or other 
display of any flag other than the flag 
of the United States at public build-
ings, and for other purposes. 

S. 1999 

At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
OSSOFF) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1999, a bill to protect an individual’s 
ability to access contraceptives and to 
engage in contraception and to protect 
a health care provider’s ability to pro-
vide contraceptives, contraception, and 
information related to contraception. 

S. 2019 

At the request of Mr. MARSHALL, the 
names of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. RICKETTS) and the Senator from 
North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 2019, a bill to pre-
vent States and local jurisdictions 
from interfering with the production 
and distribution of agricultural prod-
ucts in interstate commerce, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2025 

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 
name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. LANKFORD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2025, a bill to amend the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961 to prohibit 
the provision of any foreign assistance 
for state sponsors of terrorism. 

S. 2029 

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2029, a bill to appropriate 
amounts to carry out the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act. 

S. 2053 

At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 
the names of the Senator from New 
Mexico (Mr. LUJÁN) and the Senator 
from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2053, a bill to 
protect freedom of travel and reproduc-
tive rights. 

S.J. RES. 25 

At the request of Mr. SCOTT of South 
Carolina, the name of the Senator from 
Utah (Mr. LEE) was added as a cospon-
sor of S.J. Res. 25, a joint resolution 
providing for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by 
the Department of Labor relating to 
‘‘Adverse Effect Wage Rate Method-
ology for the Temporary Employment 
of H–2A Nonimmigrants in Non-Range 
Occupations in the United States’’. 

S.J. RES. 31 

At the request of Mr. WICKER, the 
name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mrs. FISCHER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S.J. Res. 31, a joint resolution 
providing for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
relating to ‘‘Federal ‘Good Neighbor 
Plan’ for the 2015 Ozone National Am-
bient Air Quality Standards’’. 

S. RES. 20 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 
name of the Senator from California 
(Mr. PADILLA) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 20, a resolution condemning 
the coup that took place on February 
1, 2021, in Burma and the Burmese mili-
tary’s detention of civilian leaders, 
calling for an immediate and uncondi-
tional release of all those detained, 
promoting accountability and justice 
for those killed by the Burmese mili-
tary, and calling for those elected to 
serve in parliament to resume their du-
ties without impediment, and for other 
purposes. 

S. RES. 75 

At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the 
names of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) and the Senator 
from Virginia (Mr. KAINE) were added 
as cosponsors of S. Res. 75, a resolution 
reaffirming the state of Arunachal 
Pradesh as Indian territory and con-
demning the People’s Republic of Chi-
na’s provocations in South Asia. 

S. RES. 106 

At the request of Mr. RISCH, the 
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
SCOTT) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 106, a resolution condemning Bei-
jing’s destruction of Hong Kong’s de-
mocracy and rule of law. 

S. RES. 258 

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 
name of the Senator from California 
(Mr. PADILLA) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 258, a resolution reaffirming 
the importance of the United States 
promoting the safety, health, and well- 
being of refugees and displaced persons 
in the United States and around the 
world. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. PADILLA: 
S. 2072. A bill to establish a pilot pro-

gram to provide mental health check- 
ups for students at schools operated by 
the Department of Defense Education 
Activity, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

Mr. PADILLA. Madam President, I 
rise to introduce the Supporting Men-
tal Health for Military Children Act. 
This legislation would establish a rou-
tine mental-health and well-being 
checkup pilot program in Department 
of Defense Education Activity, 
DODEA, Schools. 

In response to the growing youth 
mental health crisis in America, this 
bill would establish a biannual mental 
health screening program to ensure 
students have the resources they need 
to support their mental health, combat 
the stigmatization of seeking help, and 
promote healthy lifestyles. 

Our Nation’s young people are facing 
an unprecedented mental health crisis. 
An estimated 49.5 percent of American 
adolescents have had a mental health 
disorder at some point in their lives, 
with 50 percent of all lifetime mental 
illnesses beginning by age 14; 75 per-

cent by age 24. This state of affairs was 
only worsened by the pandemic. 

While these numbers are already 
staggering, military children are at 
even greater risk of mental/behavioral 
health problems than the general popu-
lation given their unique vulnerability 
to adverse childhood experiences. As 
such, early screening and treatment 
are essential to decreasing the risk of 
suicide and improving management of/ 
recovery from mental health condi-
tions amongst this vulnerable segment 
of youth. 

The evidence is clear: Ubiquitous 
mental health screening and education 
protocols, offered by 55 percent of U.S. 
public schools in 2019 to 2022, are well- 
tested, relatively low-resource, and 
high-impact ways to swiftly diagnose 
and treat mental health conditions 
amongst youth. 

I would like to thank Congressman 
MOULTON for his leadership and efforts 
on the House side. I look forward to 
working with my colleagues to enact 
the Supporting Mental Health for Mili-
tary Children Act as quickly as pos-
sible. 

By Mr. KAINE: 
S.J. Res. 35. A joint resolution redes-

ignating the Robert E. Lee Memorial in 
Arlington National Cemetery as the 
‘‘Arlington House National Historic 
Site’’; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

Mr. KAINE. Madam President, today, 
I am introducing legislation to remove 
‘‘Robert E. Lee Memorial’’ from the of-
ficial name of Arlington House. 

This legislation is partially inspired 
by requests from descendants of Gen-
eral Robert E. Lee and people who were 
enslaved at Arlington House. This is an 
effort to promote a society that is 
more just and equitable for all, regard-
less of race, by moving on from a pub-
lic symbol that honors a figure that 
fought to protect slavery. 

Arlington House is the first name of 
the historic mansion, which sits on 
Federal land within Arlington National 
Cemetery. The property is adminis-
tered by the National Park Service and 
overlooks the Potomac River and the 
Nation’s Capital. The house was built 
by Martha Custis Washington’s grand-
son, George Washington Parke Custis, 
as the Nation’s first memorial to 
George Washington. Later, his daugh-
ter married Robert E. Lee and the cou-
ple lived in the home until the Civil 
War, when Federal forces occupied the 
house and surrounding property. Dur-
ing that period, the site was chosen to 
serve as a national military cemetery 
in part to prevent Lee from returning. 

Only in the 20th century, in 1955 and 
again in 1972, did Congress add the 
commemorative text honoring Robert 
E. Lee to the site’s formal name in 
Federal statute. This was part of a ret-
rograde effort across the former Con-
federacy to bestow public recognition 
on prominent Confederate figures as 
heroes while minimizing or white-
washing their roles in taking up arms 
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against the United States to preserve 
slavery. As Senator from the State 
that has among the most difficult his-
tories when it comes to slavery, civil 
rights, and Confederate monuments, I 
believe these symbolic proposals mat-
ter, that the Federal Government 
should reserve honorifics for individ-
uals whose lives advanced American 
values and ideals, not detracted from 
them. 

Today, the National Park Service is 
dedicated to telling the story of those 
who were enslaved at the Arlington 
House. I am hopeful that this name 
change will help to do just a little bit 
more to encapsulate the full history of 
the site, which included the presence of 
many families and generations 
throughout history, such as the 
Syphax, Burke, Parks, and Gray fami-
lies. 

I am pleased that companion legisla-
tion is also being introduced in the 
U.S. House of Representatives by my 
colleague, Representative DON BEYER, 
who has led this effort for years. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 259—RECOG-
NIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF 
UNITED STATES-INDIA RELA-
TIONS 

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 
WARNER, and Mr. CORNYN) submitted 
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations: 

S. RES. 259 

Whereas the Republic of India achieved its 
independence on August 15, 1947, and is cele-
brating 75 years of its independence; 

Whereas the United States-India Com-
prehensive Global Strategic Partnership is 
critical for regional and global prosperity; 

Whereas, according to United Nations pop-
ulation estimates, India will become the 
most populous country in the world in 2023, 
with an estimated population of more than 
1,425,000,000 people; 

Whereas strong people-to-people and edu-
cational exchanges between the United 
States and the Republic of India cement our 
nations’ ties and serve as the foundation for 
deeper cooperation; 

Whereas students from the Republic of 
India comprise nearly 20 percent of all inter-
national students studying in the United 
States, that this community is expected to 
soon become the largest foreign student 
community in the United States, and in 2022, 
the United States Mission in India issued 
more than 82,000 Indian student visas, a 
record-breaking amount; 

Whereas, according to International Mone-
tary Fund data, India is the fifth largest 
economy in the world; 

Whereas the furthering of trade and invest-
ment between the United States and the Re-
public of India, two of the world’s largest 
economies, is in the interest of both coun-
tries as well as the broader global economy; 

Whereas the United States became India’s 
largest trading partner in 2022, with bilateral 
goods and services trade almost doubling 
since 2014, and exceeding $191,000,000,000 in 
2022; 

Whereas the Republic of India hosted the 
Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Pros-

perity (IPEF) negotiating round in February 
2023; 

Whereas the United States designated 
India as a Major Defense Partner in 2016, and 
a strong United States-India defense partner-
ship is critical for United States and Indian 
interests in the Indo-Pacific region; 

Whereas military-to-military ties between 
our two countries have deepened, with both 
countries undertaking bilateral and multi-
lateral military exercises across air, land, 
and maritime domains, and are taking steps 
to strengthen defense industrial base col-
laboration; 

Whereas the Republic of India’s G20 presi-
dency reflects its economic rise and dem-
onstrates its commitment to furthering mul-
tilateral coordination and progress in the 
areas of inclusive growth, environmental 
protection, technology and knowledge-shar-
ing, women-led development, and more; 

Whereas the United States and India have 
coordinated closely in numerous multilat-
eral forums such as the Quadrilateral Secu-
rity Dialogue (‘‘the Quad’’), the I2U2 Group, 
and the G20, to address issues ranging from 
energy and food security to space, infra-
structure, health, and critical and emerging 
technologies; 

Whereas the United States and India have 
been partners in advancing global health se-
curity, especially during the COVID–19 pan-
demic, during which India assisted other 
countries, including in the developing world 
through the deployment of vaccines and 
medicines; 

Whereas there are significant opportuni-
ties to work together to develop emerging 
technologies through private sector and aca-
demic and research partnerships to achieve 
shared energy goals; 

Whereas the United States and India an-
nounced the Initiative on Critical and 
Emerging Technology (iCET) in May 2022, as 
a significant line of partnership to expand 
defense industrial and technological coopera-
tion, including in areas such as artificial in-
telligence, quantum and high-performance 
computing, space, next generation tele-
communications, and semiconductor supply 
chains; and 

Whereas the diverse Indian American com-
munity, which numbers over 4,000,000 indi-
viduals, is critical to the strong people-to- 
people ties between India and the United 
States and has made critical contributions 
to the culture and economy of the United 
States, and forms one of the strongest bonds 
linking our two countries together: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) reaffirms the strong and long-standing 

partnership between the Governments of the 
United States and the Republic of India, 
rooted in people to people ties, strategic in-
terests, including upholding peace, security, 
and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific region; 

(2) encourages the United States and India 
to continue and expand cooperation for a 
free, open, and resilient Indo-Pacific, includ-
ing through the Quadrilateral Security Dia-
logue; 

(3) welcomes the Republic of India’s par-
ticipation in economic initiatives, including 
through bilateral and multilateral forums, 
its participation in the Quad, and other 
venues of cooperation; 

(4) supports the United States and the Re-
public of India identifying further opportuni-
ties to deepen engagement and further de-
fense, commercial, and investment ties; 

(5) affirms the importance of technology 
cooperation between the United States and 
India, including through the Initiative on 
Critical and Emerging Technology; 

(6) recognizes the importance of expanding 
people-to-people programs between the 

United States and India, particularly be-
tween educational institutions; 

(7) appreciates the contributions of Ameri-
cans of Indian origin, and desires closer rela-
tions between the people of the United 
States and the people of India; and 

(8) views the bilateral relationship as hold-
ing the potential to bring significant benefit 
to the citizens of both nations, and to make 
considerable contributions to addressing the 
global challenges of the 21st century. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 260—RECOG-
NIZING TUNISIA’S LEADERSHIP 
IN THE ARAB SPRING AND EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR UP-
HOLDING ITS DEMOCRATIC PRIN-
CIPLES AND NORMS 
Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. MUR-

PHY, Mr. WELCH, and Mr. COONS) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations: 

S. RES. 260 
Whereas Tunisia gained its independence 

from France on March 20, 1956, with Habib 
Bourguiba serving as Prime Minister, before 
becoming Tunisia’s first President in 1957; 

Whereas President Bourguiba led Tunisia 
through independence and the ensuing 30 
years, a period that included vast social re-
forms and restrictions on civil society and 
democratic participation; 

Whereas, in 1987, Prime Minister Zine El 
Abdine Ben Ali deposed President Bourguiba 
and named himself President of Tunisia, cit-
ing Bourguiba’s incompetence and failing 
health to justify his undemocratic actions; 

Whereas President Ben Ali was subse-
quently elected in 1989 and 1994 without gen-
uine opposition, and was re-elected in 1999, 
2004, and 2009 by implausibly high vote mar-
gins in election processes that were widely 
deemed as neither free nor fair; 

Whereas President Ben Ali’s rule was 
marred by gross human rights violations and 
a lack of democratic freedoms; 

Whereas, the 2003 Country Reports on 
Human Rights Practices, released by the De-
partment of State on February 25, 2004, stat-
ed, referring to Tunisia— 

(1) ‘‘Elections are regularly characterized 
by notable irregularities, including voter in-
timidation, and there is no secret ballot.’’; 

(2) ‘‘Security forces physically abused, in-
timidated, and harassed citizens who voiced 
public criticism of the Government.’’; 

(3) ‘‘The Government continued to impose 
significant restrictions on freedom of speech 
and the press.’’; and 

(4) ‘‘The Government remained intolerant 
of public criticism and used physical abuse, 
criminal investigations, the court system, 
arbitrary arrests, residential restrictions, 
and travel controls (including denial of pass-
ports) to discourage criticism by human 
rights and opposition activists.’’; 

Whereas, on December 17, 2010, 26-year-old 
fruit and vegetable street vendor Mohamed 
Bouazizi lit himself on fire in desperate pro-
test in Sidi Bouzid, Tunisia, an act that was 
largely seen as the beginning of the Arab 
Spring movement that spread throughout 
the region; 

Whereas ensuing popular protests in Tuni-
sia in response to corruption, repression, and 
economic failure— 

(1) forced the resignation of President Ben 
Ali from the office of president; 

(2) ended his 23-year rule; and 
(3) further inspired similar pent up demo-

cratic demands throughout the Arab world; 
Whereas Tunisia emerged from the Arab 

Spring as one of the most hopeful and prom-
ising reformed democracies in the region, in-
cluding with an interim government and a 
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