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against the United States to preserve
slavery. As Senator from the State
that has among the most difficult his-
tories when it comes to slavery, civil
rights, and Confederate monuments, I
believe these symbolic proposals mat-
ter, that the Federal Government
should reserve honorifics for individ-
uals whose lives advanced American
values and ideals, not detracted from
them.

Today, the National Park Service is
dedicated to telling the story of those
who were enslaved at the Arlington
House. I am hopeful that this name
change will help to do just a little bit
more to encapsulate the full history of
the site, which included the presence of
many families and generations
throughout history, such as the
Syphax, Burke, Parks, and Gray fami-
lies.

I am pleased that companion legisla-
tion is also being introduced in the
U.S. House of Representatives by my
colleague, Representative DON BEYER,
who has led this effort for years.

——————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 259—RECOG-
NIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF

UNITED STATES-INDIA RELA-
TIONS
Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.

WARNER, and Mr. CORNYN) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. RES. 259

Whereas the Republic of India achieved its
independence on August 15, 1947, and is cele-
brating 75 years of its independence;

Whereas the United States-India Com-
prehensive Global Strategic Partnership is
critical for regional and global prosperity;

Whereas, according to United Nations pop-
ulation estimates, India will become the
most populous country in the world in 2023,
with an estimated population of more than
1,425,000,000 people;

Whereas strong people-to-people and edu-
cational exchanges between the United
States and the Republic of India cement our
nations’ ties and serve as the foundation for
deeper cooperation;

Whereas students from the Republic of
India comprise nearly 20 percent of all inter-
national students studying in the United
States, that this community is expected to
soon become the largest foreign student
community in the United States, and in 2022,
the United States Mission in India issued
more than 82,000 Indian student visas, a
record-breaking amount;

Whereas, according to International Mone-
tary Fund data, India is the fifth largest
economy in the world;

Whereas the furthering of trade and invest-
ment between the United States and the Re-
public of India, two of the world’s largest
economies, is in the interest of both coun-
tries as well as the broader global economy;

Whereas the United States became India’s
largest trading partner in 2022, with bilateral
goods and services trade almost doubling
since 2014, and exceeding $191,000,000,000 in
2022;

Whereas the Republic of India hosted the
Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Pros-
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perity (IPEF) negotiating round in February
2023;

Whereas the TUnited States designated
India as a Major Defense Partner in 2016, and
a strong United States-India defense partner-
ship is critical for United States and Indian
interests in the Indo-Pacific region;

Whereas military-to-military ties between
our two countries have deepened, with both
countries undertaking bilateral and multi-
lateral military exercises across air, land,
and maritime domains, and are taking steps
to strengthen defense industrial base col-
laboration;

Whereas the Republic of India’s G20 presi-
dency reflects its economic rise and dem-
onstrates its commitment to furthering mul-
tilateral coordination and progress in the
areas of inclusive growth, environmental
protection, technology and knowledge-shar-
ing, women-led development, and more;

Whereas the United States and India have
coordinated closely in numerous multilat-
eral forums such as the Quadrilateral Secu-
rity Dialogue (‘‘the Quad’’), the I12U2 Group,
and the G20, to address issues ranging from
energy and food security to space, infra-
structure, health, and critical and emerging
technologies;

Whereas the United States and India have
been partners in advancing global health se-
curity, especially during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, during which India assisted other
countries, including in the developing world
through the deployment of vaccines and
medicines;

Whereas there are significant opportuni-
ties to work together to develop emerging
technologies through private sector and aca-
demic and research partnerships to achieve
shared energy goals;

Whereas the United States and India an-
nounced the Initiative on Critical and
Emerging Technology (iCET) in May 2022, as
a significant line of partnership to expand
defense industrial and technological coopera-
tion, including in areas such as artificial in-
telligence, quantum and high-performance
computing, space, next generation tele-
communications, and semiconductor supply
chains; and

Whereas the diverse Indian American com-
munity, which numbers over 4,000,000 indi-
viduals, is critical to the strong people-to-
people ties between India and the United
States and has made critical contributions
to the culture and economy of the United
States, and forms one of the strongest bonds
linking our two countries together: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) reaffirms the strong and long-standing
partnership between the Governments of the
United States and the Republic of India,
rooted in people to people ties, strategic in-
terests, including upholding peace, security,
and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific region;

(2) encourages the United States and India
to continue and expand cooperation for a
free, open, and resilient Indo-Pacific, includ-
ing through the Quadrilateral Security Dia-
logue;

(3) welcomes the Republic of India’s par-
ticipation in economic initiatives, including
through bilateral and multilateral forums,
its participation in the Quad, and other
venues of cooperation;

(4) supports the United States and the Re-
public of India identifying further opportuni-
ties to deepen engagement and further de-
fense, commercial, and investment ties;

(5) affirms the importance of technology
cooperation between the United States and
India, including through the Initiative on
Critical and Emerging Technology;

(6) recognizes the importance of expanding
people-to-people programs between the
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United States and India, particularly be-
tween educational institutions;

(7) appreciates the contributions of Ameri-
cans of Indian origin, and desires closer rela-
tions between the people of the United
States and the people of India; and

(8) views the bilateral relationship as hold-
ing the potential to bring significant benefit
to the citizens of both nations, and to make
considerable contributions to addressing the
global challenges of the 21st century.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 260—RECOG-
NIZING TUNISIA’S LEADERSHIP
IN THE ARAB SPRING AND EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR UP-
HOLDING ITS DEMOCRATIC PRIN-
CIPLES AND NORMS

Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. MUR-
PHY, Mr. WELCH, and Mr. COONS) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations:

S. RES. 260

Whereas Tunisia gained its independence
from France on March 20, 1956, with Habib
Bourguiba serving as Prime Minister, before
becoming Tunisia’s first President in 1957;

Whereas President Bourguiba led Tunisia
through independence and the ensuing 30
years, a period that included vast social re-
forms and restrictions on civil society and
democratic participation;

Whereas, in 1987, Prime Minister Zine El
Abdine Ben Ali deposed President Bourguiba
and named himself President of Tunisia, cit-
ing Bourguiba’s incompetence and failing
health to justify his undemocratic actions;

Whereas President Ben Ali was subse-
quently elected in 1989 and 1994 without gen-
uine opposition, and was re-elected in 1999,
2004, and 2009 by implausibly high vote mar-
gins in election processes that were widely
deemed as neither free nor fair;

Whereas President Ben Ali’s rule was
marred by gross human rights violations and
a lack of democratic freedoms;

Whereas, the 2003 Country Reports on
Human Rights Practices, released by the De-
partment of State on February 25, 2004, stat-
ed, referring to Tunisia—

(1) “Elections are regularly characterized
by notable irregularities, including voter in-
timidation, and there is no secret ballot.”’;

(2) “‘Security forces physically abused, in-
timidated, and harassed citizens who voiced
public criticism of the Government.’’;

(3) “The Government continued to impose
significant restrictions on freedom of speech
and the press.”’; and

(4) “‘“The Government remained intolerant
of public criticism and used physical abuse,
criminal investigations, the court system,
arbitrary arrests, residential restrictions,
and travel controls (including denial of pass-
ports) to discourage criticism by human
rights and opposition activists.”’;

Whereas, on December 17, 2010, 26-year-old
fruit and vegetable street vendor Mohamed
Bouazizi 1lit himself on fire in desperate pro-
test in Sidi Bouzid, Tunisia, an act that was
largely seen as the beginning of the Arab
Spring movement that spread throughout
the region;

Whereas ensuing popular protests in Tuni-
sia in response to corruption, repression, and
economic failure—

(1) forced the resignation of President Ben
Ali from the office of president;

(2) ended his 23-year rule; and

(3) further inspired similar pent up demo-
cratic demands throughout the Arab world;

Whereas Tunisia emerged from the Arab
Spring as one of the most hopeful and prom-
ising reformed democracies in the region, in-
cluding with an interim government and a
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Constituent Assembly responsible for draft-
ing a new constitution and fostering polit-
ical compromise for a future democratic gov-
ernment;

Whereas, in February 2011, Senator John
McCain urged United States support for
Tunisia’s democratic transition, noting ‘“The
revolution in Tunisia has been very success-
ful and it has become a model for the re-
gion.”’;

Whereas, in March 2011, United Nations
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon pledged full
support for Tunisia’s transition to democ-
racy, hailing the country’s revolution as the
spark that lit ‘‘the profound and dramatic
changes’ sweeping the Arab world;

Whereas, on January 26, 2014, the Con-
stituent Assembly of Tunisia adopted a new
constitution demonstrating consensus for
building a democracy founded on freedom
and equality;

Whereas the new constitution of Tunisia
includes Articles that—

(1) give equal rights to men and women;

(2) protection freedoms of assembly, peace-
ful demonstration, expression, and publica-
tion; and

(3) outline an electoral system and rep-
resentation for the Tunisian people with
checks and balances;

Whereas, in November 2014, Tunisia held
its first genuinely free and fair presidential
election since its independence in 1956, with
27 candidates freely competing for the office
of president;

Whereas longtime politician Beji Caid
Essebsi won the election in a runoff with 55
percent of the vote, becoming Tunisia’s first
legitimately elected president since inde-
pendence;

Whereas President Essebsi faced many dif-
ficult challenges, including economic tur-
moil, terrorist attacks, and public expecta-
tions for change;

Whereas public disillusionment with the
country’s political elites increased amid con-
tinued corruption and devastating acts of
terrorism that severely hurt the tourism in-
dustry and larger economy;

Whereas political outsider and constitu-
tional law professor Kais Saied won the pres-
idential election held on October 13, 2019, and
was sworn into office 10 days later in a
peaceful transfer of power;

Whereas, by 2021, protests in response to
worsening economic conditions, further ex-
acerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic, oc-
curred across cities in Tunisia, to which the
police responded violently;

Whereas, in July 2021, President Saied cap-
italized on unrest to unilaterally seize power
by—

(1) dismissing Prime Minister Hichem
Mechichi;

(2) suspending Parliament for 30 days; and

(3) assuming full executive authority with-
out first consulting the government;

Whereas in late 2021, President Saied in-
definitely suspended Parliament and trans-
ferred all legislative powers to himself;

Whereas, in early 2022, President Saied
continued to undermine Tunisia’s demo-
cratic institutions, including by taking con-
trol of the Independent High Authority for
Elections and dissolving the High Judicial
Council;

Whereas, in July 2022, President Saied uni-
laterally put to a referendum a new draft
constitution, which—

(1) consolidated power to the presidency;

(2) limited parliamentary authority; and

(3) diminished judicial independence;

Whereas the new draft constitution was ap-
proved despite remarkably low voter turnout
and heavy domestic and international criti-
cism surrounding the lack of genuine debate
throughout the drafting process;

Whereas, between 2021 to 2023, Tunisia ex-
perienced—
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(1) a dramatic drop in voter participation
and public confidence in the political proc-
ess; and

(2) an escalation in politically motivated
arrests of political opponents, judges, law-
yers, journalists, and business leaders; and

Whereas President Saied’s actions have
dramatically undermined and threatened
Tunisia’s nascent democratic institutions:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes Tunisia as the symbolic
birthplace of the historic Arab Spring move-
ment and the country’s notable democratic
reforms that emerged during the Arab
Spring period;

(2) commends the Tunisian people for their
courage and democratic achievements made
in the immediate years following the Arab
Spring;

(3) expresses deep concern for more recent
reversals of such democratic gains, includ-
ing—

(A) the erosion of judicial independence;

(B) political repression and arrests; and

(C) the undemocratic consolidation of
power;

(4) urges the Government of Tunisia—

(A) to release all political prisoners; and

(B) to respect the rights of the people to
free exercise of peaceful assembly, expres-
sion, and the press; and

(5) calls on the Government of Tunisia to
support a transparent and open 2024 presi-
dential election process.

———
SENATE RESOLUTION 261 —COM-
MENDING AND CONGRATU-

LATING THE VEGAS GOLDEN
KNIGHTS ON WINNING THE 2023
STANLEY CUP FINAL

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for herself and
Ms. ROSEN) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 261

Whereas, on June 13, 2023, the Vegas Gold-
en Knights won the 2023 National Hockey
League (referred to in this preamble as the
“NHL’’) Stanley Cup Final;

Whereas the 2023 Stanley Cup Final is the
first Stanley Cup Final won by the Vegas
Golden Knights in the 6 years in which the
franchise has competed in the NHL;

Whereas, on their way to winning the 2023
Stanley Cup Final, the Vegas Golden
Knights defeated—

(1) the Winnipeg Jets in the first round of
the playoffs;

(2) the Edmonton Oilers in the second
round of the playoffs;

(3) the Dallas Stars in the Western Con-
ference Finals to win the Clarence S. Camp-
bell Bowl; and

(4) the Florida Panthers in the Stanley Cup
Final;

Whereas, during the 2022-2023 NHL Season,
the Vegas Golden Knights—

(1) won a franchise record 51 games during
the regular season and set a new team record
with 111 points scored to clinch their third
Pacific Division Championship; and

(2) had Head Coach Bruce Cassidy and 2
All-Stars, Logan Thompson and Chandler
Stephenson, represent the franchise at the
2023 NHL All-Star Game in Sunrise, Florida;

Whereas, during the 2023 Stanley Cup Play-
offs—

(1) Adin Hill of the Vegas Golden Knights
set a NHL Playoff record by achieving 11
wins in a single postseason after making his
debut in the second round; and

(2) Jonathan Marchessault of the Vegas
Golden Knights won the 2023 Conn Smythe
Trophy, which is awarded to the most valu-
able player in the Stanley Cup Playoffs;
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Whereas the entire Vegas Golden Knights
roster contributed to the 2023 Stanley Cup
victory: Mark Stone, Alex Pietrangelo,
Reilly Smith, Adin Hill, Michael Amadio,
Ivan Barbashev, Teddy Blueger, William Car-
rier, Paul Cotter, Jack Eichel, Brett
Howden, William Karlsson, Phil Kessel,
Keegan Kolesar, Jonathan Marchessault,
Nicolas Roy, Chandler Stephenson, Nicolas
Hague, Ben Hutton, Alec Martinez, Brayden
McNabb, Brayden Pachal, Shea Theadore,
Zach Whitecloud, Laurent Brossoit, Jire
Patera, Jonathan Quick, and Logan Thomp-
son;

Whereas behind the Vegas Golden Knights
roster is a team of coaches and support staff
committed to enriching the Las Vegas com-
munity on and off the ice;

Whereas the Vegas Golden Knights deserve
special recognition for their continued work
to provide hope and unity to a grieving Las
Vegas community since their inaugural sea-
son in 2017-2018, following the Route 91 trag-
edy that occurred on October 1, 2017; and

Whereas the Vegas Golden Knights rep-
resent their loyal fans, the Las Vegas com-
munity, and the entire State of Nevada with
a commitment to excellence: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the Vegas Golden Knights
and its loyal fan base for becoming the 2023
National Hockey League Stanley Cup cham-
pions; and

(2) respectfully requests that the Secretary
of the Senate transmit an enrolled copy of
this resolution to members of the Vegas
Golden Knights’ ownership, management,
and coaching staff, namely—

(A) the Chairman, Chief Executive Officer,
and Governor of the Vegas Golden Knights,
Bill Foley;

(B) General Manager Kelly McCrimmon;
and

(C) Head Coach Bruce Cassidy.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 262—AU-
THORIZING THE PRINTING OF A
COLLECTION OF THE RULES OF
THE COMMITTEES OF THE SEN-
ATE

Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and
Mrs. FISCHER) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 262

Resolved, That a collection of the rules of
the committees of the Senate, together with
related materials, be printed as a Senate
document, and that there be printed 250 addi-
tional copies of such document for the use of
the Committee on Rules and Administration.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION  263—COM-
MEMORATING JUNE 19, 2023, AS
“JUNETEENTH NATIONAL INDE-
PENDENCE DAY” IN RECOGNI-
TION OF JUNE 19, 1865, THE DATE
ON WHICH NEWS OF THE END OF
SLAVERY REACHED THE SLAVES
IN THE SOUTHWESTERN STATES

Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Ms.
ROSEN, Mr. WICKER, Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
Ms. COLLINS, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr.
ScoTrT of South Carolina, Mr. RUBIO,
Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. HAGERTY, Mr.
CRAMER, Mrs. BRITT, Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr.
WARNOCK, Mrs. MURRAY, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. KELLY, Mr. CARPER, Mr.
PADILLA, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. KAINE, Mr.
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