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Constituent Assembly responsible for draft-
ing a new constitution and fostering polit-
ical compromise for a future democratic gov-
ernment;

Whereas, in February 2011, Senator John
McCain urged United States support for
Tunisia’s democratic transition, noting ‘“The
revolution in Tunisia has been very success-
ful and it has become a model for the re-
gion.”’;

Whereas, in March 2011, United Nations
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon pledged full
support for Tunisia’s transition to democ-
racy, hailing the country’s revolution as the
spark that lit ‘‘the profound and dramatic
changes’ sweeping the Arab world;

Whereas, on January 26, 2014, the Con-
stituent Assembly of Tunisia adopted a new
constitution demonstrating consensus for
building a democracy founded on freedom
and equality;

Whereas the new constitution of Tunisia
includes Articles that—

(1) give equal rights to men and women;

(2) protection freedoms of assembly, peace-
ful demonstration, expression, and publica-
tion; and

(3) outline an electoral system and rep-
resentation for the Tunisian people with
checks and balances;

Whereas, in November 2014, Tunisia held
its first genuinely free and fair presidential
election since its independence in 1956, with
27 candidates freely competing for the office
of president;

Whereas longtime politician Beji Caid
Essebsi won the election in a runoff with 55
percent of the vote, becoming Tunisia’s first
legitimately elected president since inde-
pendence;

Whereas President Essebsi faced many dif-
ficult challenges, including economic tur-
moil, terrorist attacks, and public expecta-
tions for change;

Whereas public disillusionment with the
country’s political elites increased amid con-
tinued corruption and devastating acts of
terrorism that severely hurt the tourism in-
dustry and larger economy;

Whereas political outsider and constitu-
tional law professor Kais Saied won the pres-
idential election held on October 13, 2019, and
was sworn into office 10 days later in a
peaceful transfer of power;

Whereas, by 2021, protests in response to
worsening economic conditions, further ex-
acerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic, oc-
curred across cities in Tunisia, to which the
police responded violently;

Whereas, in July 2021, President Saied cap-
italized on unrest to unilaterally seize power
by—

(1) dismissing Prime Minister Hichem
Mechichi;

(2) suspending Parliament for 30 days; and

(3) assuming full executive authority with-
out first consulting the government;

Whereas in late 2021, President Saied in-
definitely suspended Parliament and trans-
ferred all legislative powers to himself;

Whereas, in early 2022, President Saied
continued to undermine Tunisia’s demo-
cratic institutions, including by taking con-
trol of the Independent High Authority for
Elections and dissolving the High Judicial
Council;

Whereas, in July 2022, President Saied uni-
laterally put to a referendum a new draft
constitution, which—

(1) consolidated power to the presidency;

(2) limited parliamentary authority; and

(3) diminished judicial independence;

Whereas the new draft constitution was ap-
proved despite remarkably low voter turnout
and heavy domestic and international criti-
cism surrounding the lack of genuine debate
throughout the drafting process;

Whereas, between 2021 to 2023, Tunisia ex-
perienced—
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(1) a dramatic drop in voter participation
and public confidence in the political proc-
ess; and

(2) an escalation in politically motivated
arrests of political opponents, judges, law-
yers, journalists, and business leaders; and

Whereas President Saied’s actions have
dramatically undermined and threatened
Tunisia’s nascent democratic institutions:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes Tunisia as the symbolic
birthplace of the historic Arab Spring move-
ment and the country’s notable democratic
reforms that emerged during the Arab
Spring period;

(2) commends the Tunisian people for their
courage and democratic achievements made
in the immediate years following the Arab
Spring;

(3) expresses deep concern for more recent
reversals of such democratic gains, includ-
ing—

(A) the erosion of judicial independence;

(B) political repression and arrests; and

(C) the undemocratic consolidation of
power;

(4) urges the Government of Tunisia—

(A) to release all political prisoners; and

(B) to respect the rights of the people to
free exercise of peaceful assembly, expres-
sion, and the press; and

(5) calls on the Government of Tunisia to
support a transparent and open 2024 presi-
dential election process.

———
SENATE RESOLUTION 261 —COM-
MENDING AND CONGRATU-

LATING THE VEGAS GOLDEN
KNIGHTS ON WINNING THE 2023
STANLEY CUP FINAL

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for herself and
Ms. ROSEN) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 261

Whereas, on June 13, 2023, the Vegas Gold-
en Knights won the 2023 National Hockey
League (referred to in this preamble as the
“NHL’’) Stanley Cup Final;

Whereas the 2023 Stanley Cup Final is the
first Stanley Cup Final won by the Vegas
Golden Knights in the 6 years in which the
franchise has competed in the NHL;

Whereas, on their way to winning the 2023
Stanley Cup Final, the Vegas Golden
Knights defeated—

(1) the Winnipeg Jets in the first round of
the playoffs;

(2) the Edmonton Oilers in the second
round of the playoffs;

(3) the Dallas Stars in the Western Con-
ference Finals to win the Clarence S. Camp-
bell Bowl; and

(4) the Florida Panthers in the Stanley Cup
Final;

Whereas, during the 2022-2023 NHL Season,
the Vegas Golden Knights—

(1) won a franchise record 51 games during
the regular season and set a new team record
with 111 points scored to clinch their third
Pacific Division Championship; and

(2) had Head Coach Bruce Cassidy and 2
All-Stars, Logan Thompson and Chandler
Stephenson, represent the franchise at the
2023 NHL All-Star Game in Sunrise, Florida;

Whereas, during the 2023 Stanley Cup Play-
offs—

(1) Adin Hill of the Vegas Golden Knights
set a NHL Playoff record by achieving 11
wins in a single postseason after making his
debut in the second round; and

(2) Jonathan Marchessault of the Vegas
Golden Knights won the 2023 Conn Smythe
Trophy, which is awarded to the most valu-
able player in the Stanley Cup Playoffs;
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Whereas the entire Vegas Golden Knights
roster contributed to the 2023 Stanley Cup
victory: Mark Stone, Alex Pietrangelo,
Reilly Smith, Adin Hill, Michael Amadio,
Ivan Barbashev, Teddy Blueger, William Car-
rier, Paul Cotter, Jack Eichel, Brett
Howden, William Karlsson, Phil Kessel,
Keegan Kolesar, Jonathan Marchessault,
Nicolas Roy, Chandler Stephenson, Nicolas
Hague, Ben Hutton, Alec Martinez, Brayden
McNabb, Brayden Pachal, Shea Theadore,
Zach Whitecloud, Laurent Brossoit, Jire
Patera, Jonathan Quick, and Logan Thomp-
son;

Whereas behind the Vegas Golden Knights
roster is a team of coaches and support staff
committed to enriching the Las Vegas com-
munity on and off the ice;

Whereas the Vegas Golden Knights deserve
special recognition for their continued work
to provide hope and unity to a grieving Las
Vegas community since their inaugural sea-
son in 2017-2018, following the Route 91 trag-
edy that occurred on October 1, 2017; and

Whereas the Vegas Golden Knights rep-
resent their loyal fans, the Las Vegas com-
munity, and the entire State of Nevada with
a commitment to excellence: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the Vegas Golden Knights
and its loyal fan base for becoming the 2023
National Hockey League Stanley Cup cham-
pions; and

(2) respectfully requests that the Secretary
of the Senate transmit an enrolled copy of
this resolution to members of the Vegas
Golden Knights’ ownership, management,
and coaching staff, namely—

(A) the Chairman, Chief Executive Officer,
and Governor of the Vegas Golden Knights,
Bill Foley;

(B) General Manager Kelly McCrimmon;
and

(C) Head Coach Bruce Cassidy.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 262—AU-
THORIZING THE PRINTING OF A
COLLECTION OF THE RULES OF
THE COMMITTEES OF THE SEN-
ATE

Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and
Mrs. FISCHER) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 262

Resolved, That a collection of the rules of
the committees of the Senate, together with
related materials, be printed as a Senate
document, and that there be printed 250 addi-
tional copies of such document for the use of
the Committee on Rules and Administration.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION  263—COM-
MEMORATING JUNE 19, 2023, AS
“JUNETEENTH NATIONAL INDE-
PENDENCE DAY” IN RECOGNI-
TION OF JUNE 19, 1865, THE DATE
ON WHICH NEWS OF THE END OF
SLAVERY REACHED THE SLAVES
IN THE SOUTHWESTERN STATES

Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Ms.
ROSEN, Mr. WICKER, Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
Ms. COLLINS, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr.
ScoTrT of South Carolina, Mr. RUBIO,
Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. HAGERTY, Mr.
CRAMER, Mrs. BRITT, Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr.
WARNOCK, Mrs. MURRAY, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. KELLY, Mr. CARPER, Mr.
PADILLA, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. KAINE, Mr.
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CARDIN, Mr. CASEY, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. WARNER, Mr.
MENENDEZ, Mr. HICKENLOOPER, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. KING, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Ms.
SMITH, Mr. FETTERMAN, Mr. BENNET,
Mr. BROWN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
WELCH, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. COONS,
and Mr. HOEVEN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 263

Whereas news of the end of slavery did not
reach the frontier areas of the United States,
in particular the State of Texas and the
other Southwestern States, until months
after the conclusion of the Civil War, more
than 2. years after President Abraham Lin-
coln issued the Emancipation Proclamation
on January 1, 1863;

Whereas, on June 19, 1865, Union soldiers,
led by Major General Gordon Granger, ar-
rived in Galveston, Texas, with news that
the Civil War had ended and the enslaved
were free;

Whereas African Americans who had been
slaves in the Southwest celebrated June 19,
commonly known as ‘“‘Juneteenth National
Independence Day’’, as inspiration and en-
couragement for future generations;

Whereas African Americans from the
Southwest have continued the tradition of
observing Juneteenth National Independence
Day for more than 150 years;

Whereas Juneteenth National Independ-
ence Day began as a holiday in the State of
Texas and is now a Federal holiday and cele-
brated by Americans from many walks of life
as a special day of observance in recognition
of the emancipation of all slaves in the
United States;

Whereas Juneteenth National Independ-
ence Day celebrations have been held to
honor African-American freedom while en-
couraging self-development and respect for
all cultures;

Whereas the faith and strength of char-
acter demonstrated by former slaves and the
descendants of former slaves remain an ex-
ample for all people of the United States, re-
gardless of background, religion, or race;

Whereas slavery was not officially abol-
ished until the ratification of the 13th
Amendment to the Constitution of the
United States in December 1865; and

Whereas, over the course of its history, the
United States has grown into a symbol of de-
mocracy and freedom around the world: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commemorates June 19, 2023, as
“Juneteenth National Independence Day’’;

(2) recognizes the historical significance of
Juneteenth National Independence Day to
the United States;

(3) supports the continued nationwide cele-
bration of Juneteenth National Independence
Day to provide an opportunity for the people
of the United States to learn more about the
past and to better understand the experi-
ences that have shaped the United States;
and

(4) recognizes that the observance of the
end of slavery is part of the history and her-
itage of the United States.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 264—DESIG-
NATING JUNE 2023 AS “NATIONAL
POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS
AWARENESS MONTH” AND JUNE
27, 2023, AS “NATIONAL POST-
TRAUMATIC STRESS AWARE-
NESS DAY”

Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. TUBERVILLE, Ms. STABE-
NOwW, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. KELLY, Mr.
CRAMER, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. KAINE, Mr. BRAUN, Mr.
RUBIO, Mrs. BLACKBURN, and Mr. CAs-
SIDY) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 264

Whereas the brave men and women of the
Armed Forces, who proudly serve the United
States—

(1) risk their lives to protect the freedom,
health, and welfare of the people of the
United States; and

(2) deserve the investment of every pos-
sible resource to ensure their lasting phys-
ical, mental, and emotional well-being;

Whereas, since the events of September 11,
2001, nearly 2,800,000 members of the Armed
Forces have deployed overseas and served in
places such as Afghanistan and Iraq;

Whereas the current generation of men and
women in the Armed Forces has sustained a
high rate of operational deployments, with
many members of the Armed Forces serving
overseas multiple times, placing those mem-
bers at high risk of enduring traumatic com-
bat stress;

Whereas, when left untreated, exposure to
traumatic combat stress can lead to severe
and chronic post-traumatic stress responses,
which are commonly referred to as post-
traumatic stress disorder or post-traumatic
stress injury;

Whereas many men and women of the
Armed Forces and veterans who served be-
fore September 11, 2001, live with mental
health needs from post-traumatic stress and
remain at risk for responses to that stress;

Whereas many post-traumatic stress re-
sponses remain unreported, undiagnosed, and
untreated due to a lack of awareness about
post-traumatic stress and the persistent
stigma associated with mental health condi-
tions;

Whereas post-traumatic stress signifi-
cantly increases the risk of post-traumatic
stress responses, including anxiety, depres-
sion, homelessness, substance abuse, and sui-
cide, especially if left untreated;

Whereas the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
reports that—

(1) approximately 20 percent of veterans
who served in Operation Iraqi Freedom or
Operation Enduring Freedom have post-trau-
matic stress in a given year;

(2) approximately 12 percent of veterans
who served in the Persian Gulf War have
post-traumatic stress in a given year; and

(3) approximately 30 percent of veterans
who served in the Vietnam era have had
post-traumatic stress in their lifetimes;

Whereas public perceptions of post-trau-
matic stress as a mental health disorder cre-
ate unique challenges for veterans seeking
employment;

Whereas the Department of Defense, the
Department of Veterans Affairs, veterans
service organizations, and the private and
public medical community have made sig-
nificant advances in the identification, pre-
vention, diagnosis, and treatment of post-
traumatic stress and the symptoms of post-
traumatic stress, but many challenges re-
main;

Whereas
traumatic

increased understanding of post-
stress can help eliminate stigma
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attached to the mental health issues of post-
traumatic stress;

Whereas additional efforts are needed to
find further ways to eliminate the stigma as-
sociated with post-traumatic stress, includ-
ing—

(1) an examination of how post-traumatic
stress is discussed in the United States; and

(2) a recognition that post-traumatic stress
is a common injury that is treatable;

Whereas timely and appropriate treatment
of post-traumatic stress responses can di-
minish complications and avert suicides;

Whereas post-traumatic stress—

(1) can result from any number of stressors
other than combat, including rape, sexual as-
sault, battery, torture, confinement, child
abuse, car accidents, train wrecks, plane
crashes, bombings, natural disasters, or glob-
al pandemics; and

(2) affects approximately 8,000,000 adults in
the United States annually;

Whereas traumatic events such as the
COVID-19 pandemic could—

(1) increase the number of individuals im-
pacted by post-traumatic stress; or

(2) exacerbate the responses of post-trau-
matic stress;

Whereas the diagnosis of post-traumatic
stress disorder was first defined by the
American Psychiatric Association in 1980 to
commonly and more accurately understand
and treat survivors of physical and psycho-
logical trauma, including veterans who had
endured severe traumatic combat stress;

Whereas the word ‘‘disorder’” can perpet-
uate the stigma associated with combat
stress, so the more general term ‘‘post-trau-
matic stress’ is often preferred; and

Whereas the designation of a National
Post-Traumatic Stress Awareness Month and
a National Post-Traumatic Stress Awareness
Day raises public awareness about issues re-
lating to post-traumatic stress, reduces the
stigma  associated with post-traumatic
stress, and helps ensure that individuals suf-
fering from the invisible wounds of war re-
ceive proper treatment: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates—

(A) June 2023 as ‘‘National Post-Traumatic
Stress Awareness Month’’; and

(B) June 27, 2023, as ‘‘National Post-Trau-
matic Stress Awareness Day’’;

(2) supports the efforts of the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs, the Secretary of Defense,
and the entire medical community to edu-
cate members of the Armed Forces, veterans,
the families of members of the Armed Forces
and veterans, and the public about the
causes, symptoms, and treatment of post-
traumatic stress;

(3) supports efforts by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs and the Secretary of De-
fense to foster—

(A) cultural change around the issue of
post-traumatic stress; and

(B) understanding that personal inter-
actions can save lives and advance treat-
ment;

(4) welcomes the efforts of local Vet Cen-
ters (as defined in section 1712A(h) of title 38,
United States Code) to provide assistance to
veterans who are suffering from the effects
of post-traumatic stress;

(5) encourages the leadership of the Armed
Forces to support appropriate treatment of
men and women of the Armed Forces who
suffer from post-traumatic stress;

(6) recognizes the impact of post-traumatic
stress on the spouses and families of mem-
bers of the Armed Forces and veterans; and

(7) respectfully requests that the Secretary
of the Senate transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to—

(A) the Secretary of Veterans Affairs; and

(B) the Secretary of Defense.
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