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CARDIN, Mr. CASEY, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. WARNER, Mr.
MENENDEZ, Mr. HICKENLOOPER, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. KING, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Ms.
SMITH, Mr. FETTERMAN, Mr. BENNET,
Mr. BROWN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
WELCH, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. COONS,
and Mr. HOEVEN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 263

Whereas news of the end of slavery did not
reach the frontier areas of the United States,
in particular the State of Texas and the
other Southwestern States, until months
after the conclusion of the Civil War, more
than 2. years after President Abraham Lin-
coln issued the Emancipation Proclamation
on January 1, 1863;

Whereas, on June 19, 1865, Union soldiers,
led by Major General Gordon Granger, ar-
rived in Galveston, Texas, with news that
the Civil War had ended and the enslaved
were free;

Whereas African Americans who had been
slaves in the Southwest celebrated June 19,
commonly known as ‘“‘Juneteenth National
Independence Day’’, as inspiration and en-
couragement for future generations;

Whereas African Americans from the
Southwest have continued the tradition of
observing Juneteenth National Independence
Day for more than 150 years;

Whereas Juneteenth National Independ-
ence Day began as a holiday in the State of
Texas and is now a Federal holiday and cele-
brated by Americans from many walks of life
as a special day of observance in recognition
of the emancipation of all slaves in the
United States;

Whereas Juneteenth National Independ-
ence Day celebrations have been held to
honor African-American freedom while en-
couraging self-development and respect for
all cultures;

Whereas the faith and strength of char-
acter demonstrated by former slaves and the
descendants of former slaves remain an ex-
ample for all people of the United States, re-
gardless of background, religion, or race;

Whereas slavery was not officially abol-
ished until the ratification of the 13th
Amendment to the Constitution of the
United States in December 1865; and

Whereas, over the course of its history, the
United States has grown into a symbol of de-
mocracy and freedom around the world: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commemorates June 19, 2023, as
“Juneteenth National Independence Day’’;

(2) recognizes the historical significance of
Juneteenth National Independence Day to
the United States;

(3) supports the continued nationwide cele-
bration of Juneteenth National Independence
Day to provide an opportunity for the people
of the United States to learn more about the
past and to better understand the experi-
ences that have shaped the United States;
and

(4) recognizes that the observance of the
end of slavery is part of the history and her-
itage of the United States.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 264—DESIG-
NATING JUNE 2023 AS “NATIONAL
POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS
AWARENESS MONTH” AND JUNE
27, 2023, AS “NATIONAL POST-
TRAUMATIC STRESS AWARE-
NESS DAY”

Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. TUBERVILLE, Ms. STABE-
NOwW, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. KELLY, Mr.
CRAMER, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. KAINE, Mr. BRAUN, Mr.
RUBIO, Mrs. BLACKBURN, and Mr. CAs-
SIDY) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 264

Whereas the brave men and women of the
Armed Forces, who proudly serve the United
States—

(1) risk their lives to protect the freedom,
health, and welfare of the people of the
United States; and

(2) deserve the investment of every pos-
sible resource to ensure their lasting phys-
ical, mental, and emotional well-being;

Whereas, since the events of September 11,
2001, nearly 2,800,000 members of the Armed
Forces have deployed overseas and served in
places such as Afghanistan and Iraq;

Whereas the current generation of men and
women in the Armed Forces has sustained a
high rate of operational deployments, with
many members of the Armed Forces serving
overseas multiple times, placing those mem-
bers at high risk of enduring traumatic com-
bat stress;

Whereas, when left untreated, exposure to
traumatic combat stress can lead to severe
and chronic post-traumatic stress responses,
which are commonly referred to as post-
traumatic stress disorder or post-traumatic
stress injury;

Whereas many men and women of the
Armed Forces and veterans who served be-
fore September 11, 2001, live with mental
health needs from post-traumatic stress and
remain at risk for responses to that stress;

Whereas many post-traumatic stress re-
sponses remain unreported, undiagnosed, and
untreated due to a lack of awareness about
post-traumatic stress and the persistent
stigma associated with mental health condi-
tions;

Whereas post-traumatic stress signifi-
cantly increases the risk of post-traumatic
stress responses, including anxiety, depres-
sion, homelessness, substance abuse, and sui-
cide, especially if left untreated;

Whereas the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
reports that—

(1) approximately 20 percent of veterans
who served in Operation Iraqi Freedom or
Operation Enduring Freedom have post-trau-
matic stress in a given year;

(2) approximately 12 percent of veterans
who served in the Persian Gulf War have
post-traumatic stress in a given year; and

(3) approximately 30 percent of veterans
who served in the Vietnam era have had
post-traumatic stress in their lifetimes;

Whereas public perceptions of post-trau-
matic stress as a mental health disorder cre-
ate unique challenges for veterans seeking
employment;

Whereas the Department of Defense, the
Department of Veterans Affairs, veterans
service organizations, and the private and
public medical community have made sig-
nificant advances in the identification, pre-
vention, diagnosis, and treatment of post-
traumatic stress and the symptoms of post-
traumatic stress, but many challenges re-
main;

Whereas
traumatic

increased understanding of post-
stress can help eliminate stigma
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attached to the mental health issues of post-
traumatic stress;

Whereas additional efforts are needed to
find further ways to eliminate the stigma as-
sociated with post-traumatic stress, includ-
ing—

(1) an examination of how post-traumatic
stress is discussed in the United States; and

(2) a recognition that post-traumatic stress
is a common injury that is treatable;

Whereas timely and appropriate treatment
of post-traumatic stress responses can di-
minish complications and avert suicides;

Whereas post-traumatic stress—

(1) can result from any number of stressors
other than combat, including rape, sexual as-
sault, battery, torture, confinement, child
abuse, car accidents, train wrecks, plane
crashes, bombings, natural disasters, or glob-
al pandemics; and

(2) affects approximately 8,000,000 adults in
the United States annually;

Whereas traumatic events such as the
COVID-19 pandemic could—

(1) increase the number of individuals im-
pacted by post-traumatic stress; or

(2) exacerbate the responses of post-trau-
matic stress;

Whereas the diagnosis of post-traumatic
stress disorder was first defined by the
American Psychiatric Association in 1980 to
commonly and more accurately understand
and treat survivors of physical and psycho-
logical trauma, including veterans who had
endured severe traumatic combat stress;

Whereas the word ‘‘disorder’” can perpet-
uate the stigma associated with combat
stress, so the more general term ‘‘post-trau-
matic stress’ is often preferred; and

Whereas the designation of a National
Post-Traumatic Stress Awareness Month and
a National Post-Traumatic Stress Awareness
Day raises public awareness about issues re-
lating to post-traumatic stress, reduces the
stigma  associated with post-traumatic
stress, and helps ensure that individuals suf-
fering from the invisible wounds of war re-
ceive proper treatment: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates—

(A) June 2023 as ‘‘National Post-Traumatic
Stress Awareness Month’’; and

(B) June 27, 2023, as ‘‘National Post-Trau-
matic Stress Awareness Day’’;

(2) supports the efforts of the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs, the Secretary of Defense,
and the entire medical community to edu-
cate members of the Armed Forces, veterans,
the families of members of the Armed Forces
and veterans, and the public about the
causes, symptoms, and treatment of post-
traumatic stress;

(3) supports efforts by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs and the Secretary of De-
fense to foster—

(A) cultural change around the issue of
post-traumatic stress; and

(B) understanding that personal inter-
actions can save lives and advance treat-
ment;

(4) welcomes the efforts of local Vet Cen-
ters (as defined in section 1712A(h) of title 38,
United States Code) to provide assistance to
veterans who are suffering from the effects
of post-traumatic stress;

(5) encourages the leadership of the Armed
Forces to support appropriate treatment of
men and women of the Armed Forces who
suffer from post-traumatic stress;

(6) recognizes the impact of post-traumatic
stress on the spouses and families of mem-
bers of the Armed Forces and veterans; and

(7) respectfully requests that the Secretary
of the Senate transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to—

(A) the Secretary of Veterans Affairs; and

(B) the Secretary of Defense.
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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. BENNET. Madam President, I
have 16 requests for committees to
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet in closed session
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, June 21, 2023, at 2:30 p.m.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, June 21, 2023, at 9:30
a.m., to conduct a hearing on nomina-
tions.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet in executive session during the
session of the Senate on Wednesday,
June 21, 2023, at 9:30 a.m.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, June 21, 2023, at
10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on nomi-
nations.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS

The Committee on Environment and
Public Works is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, June 21, 2023, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, June
21, 2023, at 2:15 p.m., to conduct a hear-
ing on nominations.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet in executive session dur-
ing the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, June 21, 2023, at 10 a.m.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, June 21,
2023, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, June
21, 2023, at 3:30 p.m., to conduct a hear-
ing.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, June 21, 2023, at 2:30 p.m., to con-
duct a closed hearing.
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SUBCOMMITTEE ON CYBERSECURITY
The Subcommittee on Cybersecurity
of the Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet in closed session
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, June 21, 2023, at 9 a.m.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON EMERGING THREATS AND
CAPABILITIES
The Subcommittee on Emerging
Threats and Capabilities of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services is authorized
to meet in closed session during the
session of the Senate on Wednesday,
June 21, 2023, at 11 a.m.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIONAL PARKS
The Subcommittee on National
Parks of the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, June 21, 2023, at 10:30
a.m., to conduct a hearing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL
The Subcommittee on Personnel of
the Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet in open session dur-
ing the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, June 21, 2023, at 11:15 a.m.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON READINESS AND
MANAGEMENT SUPPORT
The Subcommittee on Readiness and
Management Support of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services is authorized
to meet in closed session during the
session of the Senate on Wednesday,
June 21, 2023, at 10 a.m.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON SEAPOWER
The Subcommittee on Seapower of
the Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet in closed session
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, June 21, 2023, at 9:30 a.m.

————
RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY

Mr. BENNET. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following set of resolu-
tions: S. Res. 261, S. Res. 262, S. Res.
263, and S. Res. 264.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions
en bloc.

Mr. BENNET. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolutions be agreed to;
the preambles, where applicable, be
agreed to; and that the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table, all en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolutions (S. Res. 261, S. Res.
263, and S. Res. 264) were agreed to.

The preambles were agreed to.

(The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.””)

The resolution (S. Res. 262) was
agreed to.

(The resolution is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘‘Submitted Resolu-
tions.”)

————

AUTHORIZING APPOINTMENT OF
ESCORT COMMITTEE

Mr. BENNET. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Presi-
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dent of the Senate be authorized to ap-
point a committee on the part of the
Senate to join with a like committee
on the part of the House of Representa-
tives to escort His Excellency Narendra
Modi, Prime Minister of the Republic
of India, into the House Chamber for
the joint meeting at 4 p.m. on Thurs-
day, June 22, 2023.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

MEASURE PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—H.R. 277

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I under-
stand that there is a bill at the desk
that is due for a second reading.

The clerk will read the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 277) to amend chapter 8 of title
5, United States Code, to provide that major
rules of the executive branch shall have no
force or effect unless a joint resolution of ap-
proval is enacted into law.

Mr. BENNET. In order to place the
bill on the calendar under the provi-
sions of rule XIV, I would object to fur-
ther proceeding.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be
placed on the calendar.

———

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, JUNE 22,
2023

Mr. BENNET. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned until 10 a.m. on Thurs-
day, June 22; that following the prayer
and pledge, the Journal of proceedings
be approved to date, the morning hour
be deemed expired, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, and morning business be
closed; that following the conclusion of
morning business, notwithstanding
rule XXII, the Senate proceed to the
consideration of Calendar No. 100, H.J.
Res. 44, and that at 11:45 a.m., the joint
resolution be considered read a third
time and the Senate vote on passage;
further, that following disposition of
the joint resolution, the Senate pro-
ceed to executive session to resume
consideration of treaty document 112-8,
postcloture, and that at 1:45 p.m.,
amendment No. 136 be withdrawn, and
all time be considered expired.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:57 p.m., adjourned until 10 a.m. to-
morrow.

———

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:
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