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Korean and Vietnam wars as a nurse in
the U.S. Army. Her time in uniform
took her all across the world, from
Southeast Asia to Europe. A decorated
servicewoman, she was awarded a
Bronze Star in the Korean war and the
Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross in
the Vietnam war for her heroic actions.

After retiring from the Army as a
lieutenant colonel, Ethel returned to
civilian life, where she was an accom-
plished watercolor artist, a member of
the Archie Bray Foundation in Helena,
and enjoyed music, literature, and re-
searching her family history. She was
happiest surrounded by generations of
her nieces and nephews, spanning all
the way to great-great-nieces and
nephews. She loved playing cards with
them, sharing stories, and watching old
movies.

On June 22, 2023, Ethel passed away
at the age of 92 at the Fort Harrison
VA Hospital. Today, it is my honor to
commemorate her service and life as
an outstanding Montanan. On behalf of
myself and a grateful nation, I com-
mend Lieutenant Colonel Ethel
LaRock and extend our deepest appre-
ciation to her and her family. She is a
true patriot who made Montana proud,
and she will be sorely missed.e®

———————

TRIBUTE TO MASTER SERGEANT
DONNA JOHNSON

e Mr. TUBERVILLE. Mr. President,
ROTC programs are critical source of
leadership for our Armed Forces. ROTC
programs also change people’s lives. A
perfect example is MSG Donna Johnson
of Birmingham, who began her mili-
tary career in ROTC at Jackson-Olin
High School.

She says that after joining the
ROTC, she knew that she was meant to
be a soldier. The idea of serving those
in need motivated Donna to join Ala-
bama’s National Guard full-time. She
faithfully represented our State and
country across the world, including
stops in Iraq and Kuwait as part of Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom. While stationed
in Kuwait, Donna was asked to sing the
national anthem for her fellow service-
members after her commander noticed
her gift of singing. She cites this as one
of her most memorable experiences
during her 38 years in the Guard.

Donna continues to share her love of
America through song at various
events across Alabama, including Vet-
erans Day ceremonies, school assem-
blies, and athletic events. Donna also
generously invests her time in Ala-
bama’s next generation of leaders by
mentoring in the Birmingham City
Schools’ ‘“Common Ground’ program.
She serves as a positive role model for
young women ages 12-14, encouraging
them to rise above challenging cir-
cumstances, stay in school, and respect
themselves and others.

We are blessed to have Donna serving
the people of our great State, and I am
proud to recognize her as the July Vet-
eran of the Month.e
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE
RECEIVED DURING ADJOURNMENT

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of January 3, 2023, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on June 23, 2023,
during the adjournment of the Senate,
received a message from the House of
Representatives announcing that the
Speaker has signed the following en-
rolled bill:

S. 467. An act to modify the age require-
ment for the Student Incentive Payment
Program of the State maritime academies.

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of January 3, 2023, the en-
rolled bill was signed on June 26, 2023,
during the adjournment of the Senate,
by the Acting President pro tempore
(Mr. WARNER).

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 3:02 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 3564. An act to cancel recent changes
made by the Federal Housing Finance Agen-
cy to the up-front loan level pricing adjust-
ments charged by Fannie Mae and Freddie
Mac for guarantee of single-family mort-
gages, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that
pursuant to section 2(a) of the National
Cultural Center Act (20 U.S.C. 76h(a)),
amended by Public Law 107-117, and
the order of the House of January 9,
2023, the Speaker appoints the fol-
lowing Member on the part of the
House of Representatives to the Board
of Trustees of the John F. Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts: Mrs.
BEATTY of Ohio.

—————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 3564. An act to cancel recent changes
made by the Federal Housing Finance Agen-
cy to the up-front loan level pricing adjust-
ments charged by Fannie Mae and Freddie
Mac for guarantee of single-family mort-
gages, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

S. 2178. A bill to extend the Chemical Fa-
cility Anti-Terrorism Standards Program of
the Department of Homeland Security, and
for other purposes.

———

ENROLLED BILLS PRESENTED

The Secretary of the Senate reported
that on June 27, 2023, she had presented
to the President of the United States
the following enrolled bill:

S. 467. An act to modify the age require-
ment for the Student Incentive Payment
Program of the State maritime academies.
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The Secretary of the Senate reported
that on today, July 10, 2023, she had
presented to the President of the
United States the following enrolled
bill:

S. 30. An act to authorize major medical
facility projects for the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs for fiscal year 2023, and for
other purposes.

————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-1555. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Mefenoxam; Pesticide Tolerances”
(FRL No. 10992-01-OCSPP) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on June
22, 2023; to the Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-1556. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Sedaxane; Pesticide Tolerances’
(FRL No. 10994-01-OCSPP) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on June
22, 2023; to the Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-1557. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Trifloxystrobin;
Pesticide Tolerances’” (FRL No. 10570-01-
OCSPP) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on June 22, 2023; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

EC-1558. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Sulfoxaflor; Pes-
ticide Tolerance” (FRL No. 10967-01-OCSPP)
received in the Office of the President of the
Senate on June 22, 2023; to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-1559. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Glufosinate; Pes-
ticide Tolerances” (FRL No. 11019-01-
OCSPP) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on June 22, 2023; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

EC-1560. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office
of the Secretary, Department of Defense,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition
Regulation Supplement: Modification of Au-
thority of the Department of Defense to
Carry Out Certain Prototype Projects
(DFARS Case 2023-D006)”’ (RIN0750-AL79) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on June 22, 2023; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

EC-1561. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office
of the Secretary, Department of Defense,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“‘Defense Federal Acquisition
Regulation Supplement: Undefinitized Con-
tract Actions (DFARS Case 2021-D003)”’
(RINO0750-AL79) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on June 22, 2023; to
the Committee on Armed Services.
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EC-1562. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office
of the Secretary, Department of Defense,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition
Regulation Supplement: Payment Instruc-
tions (DFARS Case 2017-D036)” (RIN0750—
ALT9) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on June 22, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

EC-1563. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Energy, transmitting a legislative
proposal to extend the authority of the De-
partment of Energy’s National Nuclear Secu-
rity Administration (NNSA) under section
3132 of the Ronald W. Reagan National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year (FY)
2005, as amended, to accept, retain, and use
external contributions indefinitely; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

EC-1564. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Selective Service System, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the System’s Con-
gressional Budget Justification for fiscal
year 2024; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

———

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petition or memorial
was laid before the Senate and was re-
ferred or ordered to lie on the table as
indicated:

POM-29. A joint resolution adopted by the
Legislature of the State of Colorado re-
affirming Colorado to be the permanent loca-
tion for the United States Space Command,
and, in connection therewith, urging the De-
partment of Defense to keep the United
States Space Command in Colorado; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION No. 23-1015

Whereas, Our nation and the world have
significantly benefitted from technological
and scientific advances resulting from space
exploration and aerospace activities, and
Colorado is paving the way for new discov-
eries in the frontiers of space by having a
rich history in aerospace development and
being at the forefront of space travel, explo-
ration, and aerospace research; and

Whereas, Colorado is the acting provisional
Space Command Base, and it will remain the
provisional base until 2026. Colorado is also
the center for United States military space
operations and strategy. According to the
Colorado Space Coalition, the state’s mili-
tary commands are the primary customers
for space-based research, development, ac-
quisitions, and operations, representing
nearly 90 percent of space-related expendi-
ture by the military. Moving the United
States Space Command (USSPACECOM) to
Huntsville, Alabama, would be incredibly
disruptive to the National Defense Strategy.
In addition, it would cause a major upheaval
in existing infrastructure and jobs in the
state, which would result in higher costs and
less efficient outcomes for the United States
military; and

Whereas, Colorado is strategically located
at the center of our national and space de-
fense. We are the home to five key strategic
military commands: North American Aero-
space Defense Command (NORAD), United
States Northern Command (USNORTHCOM),
United States Strategic Command’s Joint
Functional Component Command for Space
(JFCC Space) Missile Warning Center, the
United States Space Force, and the United
States Army Space and Missile Defense Com-
mand/Army Forces Strategic Command; and
five military installations, including United
States Space Force bases Buckley, Peterson,
and Schriever; Cheyenne Mountain Space
Force Station; as well as Fort Carson Army
Base; and
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Whereas, The 460th Space Wing at Buckley
Space Force Base provides operational com-
mand and control of three constellations to
space-based infrared missile warning sys-
tems, has been defending America continu-
ously since 1970, and is a critical part of
global defense and national security; and

Whereas, Colorado leads the charge in
bringing current and future global posi-
tioning system (GPS) assets to life, a service
provided free to the world by United States
Space Force in Colorado Springs. Lockheed
Martin designs and builds GPS III, the most
powerful GPS satellite to date, which United
Launch Alliance launches, with Raytheon
Technologies developing the command and
control capabilities. Boeing, L3Harris Tech-
nologies, Braxton Technologies, and Infinity
Systems Engineering also support GPS de-
velopment and operations from locations in
Colorado. These GPS technologies enable an
integral part of our global economy and have
an incalculable impact that has improved
the everyday lives of billions of people
around the world; and

Whereas, Colorado’s aerospace industry is
home to a broad range of companies that cre-
ate products and systems for commercial,
military, and civil space applications, such
as spacecraft, launch vehicles, satellites,
command and control software, sensors, and
navigation operations. These companies in-
clude Ball Aerospace, Boeing, DigitalGlobe,
L3Harris Technologies, Lockheed Martin
Space Systems, Northrop Grumman,
Raytheon Technologies, Sierra Nevada Cor-
poration, Teledyne Brown Engineering, and
United Launch Alliance, which make up a
large portion of the aerospace sector; and

Whereas, Colorado has an existing edu-
cated workforce, ranked second in the nation
for residents with a bachelor’s degree or
higher, and a pipeline of higher education in-
stitutions to sustain future growth. We are
home to the United States Air Force Acad-
emy and many colleges and universities, in-
cluding the University of Colorado Boulder
and the University of Colorado Colorado
Springs, Colorado School of Mines, Colorado
State University, Metropolitan State Uni-
versity of Denver, University of Denver, Col-
orado Mesa University, and Fort Lewis Col-
lege. Altogether, they provide access to
world-class aerospace-related degrees and
offer aerospace companies one of the coun-
try’s most educated workforces; and

Whereas, Colorado is home to some amaz-
ing research institutions. These institutions
include the prestigious Laboratory for At-
mospheric and Space Physics at the Univer-
sity of Colorado Boulder. It began in 1948, a
decade before NASA, and is the world’s only
research institute to have sent instruments
to all eight planets and to Pluto, combining
all aspects of space exploration through
science, engineering, mission operations, and
scientific data analysis; and

Whereas, Colorado is also home to the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion’s Space Weather Prediction Center, a
world-leading center of predictions for the
solar and near-Earth space environment and
the nation’s official source of watches, warn-
ings, and alerts of incoming solar storms,
using satellite observations to protect and
save lives and property; and

Whereas, Various organizations are key to
Colorado’s prominence in aerospace, such as
the Colorado Space Coalition, a group of in-
dustry stakeholders working to make Colo-
rado a center of excellence for aerospace; the
Colorado Space Business Roundtable, work-
ing to bring together aerospace stakeholders
from the industry, government, and aca-
demia for roundtable discussions and busi-
ness development and to encourage grass-
roots citizen participation in aerospace
issues; the Colorado chapter of Citizens for
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Space Exploration, whose mission is to pro-
mote better understanding of aerospace and
its importance to our economy and daily
lives, as well as to promote the importance
of human space exploration; Manufacturer’s
Edge, a statewide manufacturing assistance
center that encourages the strength and
competitiveness of Colorado manufacturers
by providing on-site technical assistance
through coaching, training, and consulting
by providing collaboration-focused industry
programs and by leveraging government,
university, and economic development part-
nerships; and the Space Foundation, founded
in 1983, with its world headquarters in Colo-
rado Springs, Colorado, which holds an an-
nual Space Symposium, bringing together
civil, commercial, and national security
space leaders from around the world to dis-
cuss, address, and plan for the future of
space exploration; and

Whereas, For the aforementioned reasons,
it is in the best interests of the American
taxpayer to keep USSPACECOM in the state
because Colorado is already fulfilling the
mission of the USSPACECOM; because Colo-
rado Springs has in place the community in-
frastructure capacity and community sup-
port to champion an expanding mission; be-
cause the move would cost the United States
billions of dollars; and because the move
would severely disrupt the Colorado aero-
space industry, which has grown to support
the mission; Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives of
the Seventy-fourth General Assembly of the
State of Colorado, the Senate concurring herein.

That we, the members of the General As-
sembly:

(1) Strongly urge the Department of De-
fense of the Biden-Harris administration to
reevaluate the merits of this irresponsible
decision and rightly conclude that it is the
correct decision to keep the existing
USSPACECOM in Colorado, recognizing
Colorado’s unique blend of military installa-
tions and major commands, private aero-
space companies, academic and research in-
stitutions, and government entities, and the
valuable synergies this ecosystem produces;

(2) Strongly urge the Department of De-
fense of the Biden-Harris administration to
permanently base USSPACECOM in Colo-
rado, recognizing that Colorado provides the
existing command structure, base infrastruc-
ture, and communications platforms nec-
essary to successfully host additional na-
tional security initiatives and ensure coordi-
nation of efforts without committing addi-
tional funds;

(3) Proudly express that Colorado has deep
ties with the Department of Defense and im-
mense patriotic commitment to providing
for the nation’s security and bolstering our
defense;

(4) Express our most sincere and deepest
appreciation to our service members and ci-
vilian employees working in and supporting
military and civilian aerospace companies,
military installations, and civil organiza-
tions in Colorado; and

(5) Hereby declare Colorado to be the prime
location for the permanent headquarters for
USSPACECOM.

Be it further Resolved, That copies of this
Joint Resolution be sent to President Joseph
R. Biden, Jr.; Vice President Kamala Harris;
Congressman Kevin McCarthy; Senator
Chuck Schumer; Senator Mitch McConnell;
Senator Michael Bennet; Senator John
Hickenlooper; Congresswoman Diana
DeGette; Congresswoman Lauren Boebert;
Congressman Jason Crow; Congressman Joe
Neguse; Congressman Ken Buck; Congress-
man Doug Lamborn; Congresswoman Brit-
tany Pettersen; Congresswoman Yadira
Caraveo; Bill Nelson, NASA Administrator;
Pam Melroy, NASA Deputy Administrator;
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