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window lending programs, and for other pro-
grams; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. KENNEDY (for himself, Ms. 
SMITH, Mr. PETERS, Mr. WARNOCK, 
Ms. ROSEN, and Mrs. CAPITO): 

S. 294. A bill to amend the Securities Ex-
change Act of 1934 to expand access to cap-
ital for rural-area small businesses, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. YOUNG (for himself and Mr. 
COONS): 

S. 295. A bill to grant certain authorities to 
the President to combat economic coercion 
by foreign adversaries, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Ms. CORTEZ 
MASTO, and Mr. SCOTT of Florida): 

S. 296. A bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to provide an additional tool to 
prevent certain frauds against veterans, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. SANDERS: 
S. 297. A bill to amend the Federal Land 

Policy and Management Act of 1976 to au-
thorize certain construction activities on 
public lands, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. 
PADILLA, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. MARKEY, 
Mr. CASEY, Mr. KAINE, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. CARPER, 
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. KING, Mr. COONS, Mr. 
REED, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN, Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. ROSEN, Ms. 
WARREN, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. BOOKER, 
Mr. SANDERS, Mr. CARDIN, Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Ms. STA-
BENOW, and Ms. SMITH): 

S. 298. A bill to regulate large capacity am-
munition feeding devices; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. PAUL: 
S. 299. A bill to amend title 31, United 

States Code, to provide for automatic con-
tinuing resolutions; read the first time. 

By Mr. RUBIO: 
S. 300. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-

cation Act of 1965 to provide for Federal stu-
dent loan reform; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. RUBIO: 
S. 301. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to allow a credit against 
tax for qualified elementary and secondary 
education tuition; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR: 
S. 302. A bill to amend title 10, United 

States Code, to direct the Secretary of De-
fense to provide colorectal cancer screening 
for members of the uniformed services who 
served in locations associated with toxic ex-
posure, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. MARSHALL: 
S. 303. A bill to amend title 31, United 

States Code, to limit the use of Federal 
funds for travel by the President if the Presi-
dent’s annual budget submission to Congress 
is late, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

By Mr. MARSHALL: 
S. 304. A bill to amend title 31, United 

States Code, to limit the use of Federal 
funds for the salaries or expenses of political 
employees if the President’s annual budget 
submission to Congress is late, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, 
Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. SCOTT of Florida, 

Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. YOUNG, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mr. WARNER, Mr. HEINRICH, and 
Ms. DUCKWORTH): 

S. 305. A bill to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint coins in commemora-
tion of the 250th anniversary of the United 
States Marine Corps, and to support pro-
grams at the Marine Corps Heritage Center; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself and Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN): 

S. 306. A bill to approve the settlement of 
the water right claims of the Tule River 
Tribe, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. WARNER (for himself and Mr. 
THUNE): 

S. 307. A bill to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to establish certain rules relat-
ing to unmanned aircraft systems and oper-
ations, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

By Mr. BRAUN (for himself, Mr. 
MANCHIN, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. 
THUNE, Mr. BARRASSO, Mrs. BLACK-
BURN, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. BUDD, Mrs. 
BRITT, Mr. CASSIDY, Mrs. CAPITO, Ms. 
COLLINS, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. COTTON, 
Mr. CRAMER, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. CRUZ, 
Mr. DAINES, Ms. ERNST, Mrs. FISCHER, 
Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. 
HAGERTY, Mr. HAWLEY, Mr. HOEVEN, 
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. 
KENNEDY, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. LEE, 
Ms. LUMMIS, Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. 
MORAN, Mr. MULLIN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, 
Mr. PAUL, Mr. RICKETTS, Mr. RISCH, 
Mr. ROMNEY, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. ROUNDS, 
Mr. SCHMITT, Mr. SCOTT of Florida, 
Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina, Mr. 
SULLIVAN, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. 
TUBERVILLE, Mr. VANCE, Mr. WICKER, 
and Mr. YOUNG): 

S.J. Res. 8. A joint resolution providing for 
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of 
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of Labor relating 
to ‘‘Prudence and Loyalty in Selecting Plan 
Investments and Exercising Shareholder 
Rights’’; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. MARSHALL (for himself, Mr. 
MORAN, Mr. LANKFORD, and Mr. 
MULLIN): 

S.J. Res. 9. A joint resolution providing for 
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of 
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the United States Fish and Wild-
life Service relating to ‘‘Endangered and 
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Lesser Prai-
rie-Chicken; Threatened Status with Section 
4(d) Rule for the Northern Distinct Popu-
lation Segment and Endangered Status for 
the Southern Distinct Population Segment’’; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works. 

By Mr. TUBERVILLE (for himself, Mr. 
LANKFORD, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. 
SULLIVAN, Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. 
CRAMER, Mr. RISCH, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. 
SCOTT of Florida, Mr. THUNE, Mr. 
RUBIO, Mr. CRUZ, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. 
WICKER, Mr. MULLIN, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. 
HOEVEN, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. LEE, Mr. 
BRAUN, Mrs. BRITT, Mr. VANCE, Mr. 
CORNYN, Mr. HAWLEY, Mr. CASSIDY, 
and Mrs. BLACKBURN): 

S.J. Res. 10. A joint resolution providing 
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule 
submitted by the Department of Veterans 
Affairs relating to ‘‘Reproductive Health 
Services’’; to the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs. 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. CARPER: 
S. Res. 33. An original resolution author-

izing expenditures by the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works; from the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works; to 
the Committee on Rules and Administration. 

By Mr. CASEY: 
S. Res. 34. An original resolution author-

izing expenditures by the Special Committee 
on Aging; from the Special Committee on 
Aging; to the Committee on Rules and Ad-
ministration. 

By Mr. LEE (for himself and Ms. 
SINEMA): 

S. Res. 35. A resolution designating Octo-
ber 22 through October 28, 2023, as ‘‘Natural 
Product Industry Week’’; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself and 
Mr. RISCH): 

S. Res. 36. A resolution reinforcing the 
United States-Nigeria relationship and urg-
ing the Government of Nigeria to conduct 
free, fair, transparent, and inclusive elec-
tions in 2023; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

By Mr. CARDIN: 
S. Res. 37. An original resolution author-

izing expenditures by the Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship; from 
the Committee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship; to the Committee on Rules and 
Administration. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 24 

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 
name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 24, a bill to fight home-
lessness in the United States by au-
thorizing a grant program within the 
Health Resources and Services Admin-
istration for housing programs that 
offer comprehensive services and inten-
sive case management for homeless in-
dividuals and families. 

S. 40 

At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 
name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. WELCH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 40, a bill to address the funda-
mental injustice, cruelty, brutality, 
and inhumanity of slavery in the 
United States and the 13 American 
colonies between 1619 and 1865 and to 
establish a commission to study and 
consider a national apology and pro-
posal for reparations for the institu-
tion of slavery, its subsequent de jure 
and de facto racial and economic dis-
crimination against African Ameri-
cans, and the impact of these forces on 
living African Americans, to make rec-
ommendations to the Congress on ap-
propriate remedies, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 68 

At the request of Mr. TUBERVILLE, 
the names of the Senator from Ne-
braska (Mrs. FISCHER) and the Senator 
from Montana (Mr. DAINES) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 68, a bill to amend 
the Defense Production Act of 1950 to 
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prevent harm and disruption to the 
United States agriculture industry by 
protecting against foreign influence 
over agriculture production and supply 
chains, and for other purposes. 

S. 78 

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
CRAPO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
78, a bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to prohibit taking minors 
across State lines in circumvention of 
laws requiring the involvement of par-
ents in abortion decisions. 

S. 79 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
names of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. WELCH) and the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 79, a bill to amend 
title 35, United States Code, to estab-
lish an interagency task force between 
the United States Patent and Trade-
mark Office and the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration for purposes of sharing in-
formation and providing technical as-
sistance with respect to patents, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 82 

At the request of Mr. SCOTT of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from 
Texas (Mr. CRUZ) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 82, a bill to protect social 
security benefits and military pay and 
require that the United States Govern-
ment to prioritize all obligations on 
the debt held by the public in the event 
that the debt limit is reached. 

S. 89 

At the request of Mr. BRAUN, the 
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BUDD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 89, a bill to provide that Mem-
bers of Congress may not receive pay 
after October 1 of any fiscal year in 
which Congress has not approved a con-
current resolution on the budget and 
passed the regular appropriations bills. 

S. 95 

At the request of Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, 
the name of the Senator from South 
Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 95, a bill to amend the 
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 
to prohibit the approval of new abor-
tion drugs, to prohibit investigational 
use exemptions for abortion drugs, and 
to impose additional regulatory re-
quirements with respect to previously 
approved abortion drugs, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 113 

At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 
names of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. WELCH) and the Senator from 
Delaware (Mr. COONS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 113, a bill to require the 
Federal Trade Commission to study the 
role of intermediaries in the pharma-
ceutical supply chain and provide Con-
gress with appropriate policy rec-
ommendations, and for other purposes. 

S. 134 

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
MARSHALL) was added as a cosponsor of 

S. 134, a bill to require an annual budg-
et estimate for the initiatives of the 
National Institutes of Health pursuant 
to reports and recommendations made 
under the National Alzheimer’s Project 
Act. 

S. 137 
At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 137, a bill to award post-
humously a Congressional Gold Medal 
to Fred Korematsu, in recognition of 
his contributions to civil rights, his 
loyalty and patriotism to the United 
States, and his dedication to justice 
and equality. 

S. 163 
At the request of Mr. MARSHALL, the 

name of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. SCHMITT) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 163, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to remove short- 
barreled rifles, short-barreled shot-
guns, and certain other weapons from 
the definition of firearms for purposes 
of the National Firearms Act, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 168 
At the request of Mr. ROUNDS, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 168, a bill to amend the Defense 
Production Act of 1950 to include the 
Secretary of Agriculture on the Com-
mittee on Foreign Investment in the 
United States and require review of 
certain agricultural transactions, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 176 
At the request of Mr. KING, the name 

of the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 176, a bill to amend the Agricul-
tural Trade Act of 1978 to extend and 
expand the Market Access Program 
and the Foreign Market Development 
Cooperator Program. 

S. 186 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

names of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CRAMER) and the Senator 
from Utah (Mr. LEE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 186, a bill to prohibit the 
Federal Government from promoting, 
supporting, or contracting with abor-
tion entities, or otherwise expanding 
access to abortions on Federal lands or 
in Federal facilities. 

S. 191 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. HAWLEY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 191, a bill to eliminate the posi-
tion of the Chief Diversity Officer of 
the Department of Defense, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 194 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BUDD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 194, a bill to prohibit the dis-
bursement of Federal funds to State 
and local governments that allow indi-
viduals who are not citizens of the 
United States to vote in any Federal, 
State, or local election. 

S. 196 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

names of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) and the Senator 
from Utah (Mr. LEE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 196, a bill to prohibit the 
declaration of a Federal emergency re-
lating to abortion. 

S. 198 
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 

name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Ms. LUMMIS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 198, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to modernize 
provisions relating to rural health clin-
ics under Medicare. 

S. 204 
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 

names of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CRUZ), the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. MULLIN), the Senator from Wyo-
ming (Ms. LUMMIS), the Senator from 
Ohio (Mr. VANCE) and the Senator from 
Alabama (Mrs. BRITT) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 204, a bill to amend 
title 18, United States Code, to prohibit 
a health care practitioner from failing 
to exercise the proper degree of care in 
the case of a child who survives an 
abortion or attempted abortion. 

S. 212 
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 212, a bill to provide a 
process for ensuring the United States 
does not default on its obligations. 

S. 219 
At the request of Mr. BRAUN, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BUDD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 219, a bill to provide that 
Members of Congress may not receive 
pay after October 1 of any fiscal year in 
which Congress has not approved a con-
current resolution on the budget and 
passed the regular appropriations bills. 

S. 225 
At the request of Mr. TUBERVILLE, 

the name of the Senator from Wis-
consin (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 225, a bill to limit dona-
tions made pursuant to settlement 
agreements to which the United States 
is a party, and for other purposes. 

S. 247 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 247, a bill to support State, 
Tribal, and local efforts to remove ac-
cess to firearms from individuals who 
are a danger to themselves or others 
pursuant to court orders for this pur-
pose. 

S. 252 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 252, a bill to direct the Federal 
Trade Commission to prescribe rules 
prohibiting the marketing of firearms 
to minors, and for other purposes. 

S. 259 
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 

names of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:17 Feb 08, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00022 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A07FE6.020 S07FEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S267 February 7, 2023 
CORTEZ MASTO) and the Senator from 
Oregon (Mr. WYDEN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 259, a bill to ensure 
transparent and competitive transpor-
tation fuel markets in order to protect 
consumers from unwarranted price in-
creases. 

S. CON. RES. 2 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mrs. BRITT) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Con. Res. 2, a concurrent resolu-
tion commending the bravery, courage, 
and resolve of the women and men of 
Iran demonstrating in more than 133 
cities and risking their safety to speak 
out against the Iranian regime’s 
human rights abuses. 

At the request of Mrs. BLACKBURN, 
the name of the Senator from West 
Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. Con. Res. 2, supra. 

S. CON. RES. 3 
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. Con. Res. 3, a concurrent resolution 
affirming the importance of religious 
freedom as a fundamental human right 
that is essential to a free society and 
protected for all people of the United 
States under the Constitution of the 
United States, and recognizing the 
237th anniversary of the enactment of 
the Virginia Statute for Religious 
Freedom. 

S. RES. 19 
At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 19, a resolution rec-
ognizing the importance of estab-
lishing a national ‘‘Fred Korematsu 
Day of Civil Liberties and the Con-
stitution’’. 

S. RES. 24 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mrs. BRITT) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 24, a resolution supporting 
the observation of ‘‘National Girls & 
Women in Sports Day’’ on February 1, 
2023, to raise awareness of and cele-
brate the achievements of girls and 
women in sports. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. PADILLA: 
S. 277. A bill to take certain land lo-

cated in San Diego County, California, 
into trust for the benefit of the Pala 
Band of Mission Indians, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr. PADILLA. Madam President, I 
rise to introduce the bipartisan Pala 
Band of Mission Indians Land Transfer 
Act to place roughly 700 acres of sacred 
lands into trust for the benefit of the 
Pala Band of Mission Indians. The 
lands in this bill, which are adjacent to 
the Tribe’s existing reservation, in-
clude sacred sites, ancient rock art, 
and Tribal artifacts. Placing these 
lands into trust would protect the Pala 

Band’s sacred lands and allow them to 
safeguard their culture and traditions 
as their ancestors have done since time 
immemorial. 

Our bill would place 721 acres of land 
in San Diego County, which the Tribe 
has already purchased, into trust for 
the Pala Band of Mission Indians. 
Doing so would allow the Pala Band to 
preserve their traditions and better 
steward their sacred sites for genera-
tions to come. 

Members of the Pala Band of Mission 
Indians descend from the Cupeño and 
Luiseño Tribes. The Cupeños lived in 
the valley of San Jose de Valle for gen-
erations until they were expelled from 
their ancestral homelands by the U.S. 
Supreme Court in 1901. The Tribe was 
forcibly relocated to Pala, CA, onto a 
Luiseño reservation. Over a century 
later, the Pala Band considers them-
selves one proud people with over 900 
Tribal members. 

In 2016, the Tribe purchased the lands 
covered by our bill in order to prevent 
the construction of a landfill on their 
sacred lands, known to the Tribe as 
‘‘Chokla.’’ This bill would enable the 
Federal Government to fulfill its trust 
obligation by providing permanent pro-
tection for the Pala Band’s ancestral 
and cultural sites. 

I thank Senator FEINSTEIN for intro-
ducing this legislation with me in the 
Senate and Congressman ISSA and Con-
gressman VARGAS for leading this ef-
fort in the House of Representatives. I 
look forward to working with my col-
leagues to enact this bill as quickly as 
possible. 

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself and 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN): 

S. 306. A bill to approve the settle-
ment of the water right claims of the 
Tule River Tribe, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Indian Af-
fairs. 

Mr. PADILLA. Madam President, I 
rise to reintroduce the Tule River 
Tribe Reserved Water Rights Settle-
ment Act of 2023. This legislation 
would finalize this multidecade effort 
by the Tule River Tribe to provide 
clean drinking water to their people 
and uphold the Federal Government’s 
trust and treaty responsibilities. 

The Tule River people are descend-
ants of the Yokuts Indians, a large 
group of Native Americans who occu-
pied what is now known as the San 
Joaquin Valley in California for thou-
sands of years prior to contact with 
settlers. 

In 1856, the Federal Government es-
tablished their reservation in Tulare 
County, with the specific goal of pro-
viding the Tribe with arable farmland 
and the water resources necessary to 
establish self-sufficiency. However, 
their land was fraudulently stolen from 
them, and in 1873, President Grant 
issued an Executive order to create a 
new reservation for the Tribe. This 
land—which is the Tribe’s current res-
ervation—is comprised of mostly 
mountainous lands that do not provide 

sufficient irrigation opportunities or 
water storage facilities. Today, the 
Tule River Tribe struggles to provide 
clean drinking water to their people, 
and Tule Tribal citizens suffer from a 
low standard of living as a result. 

Since 1971, the Tribe has worked to 
establish its federally reserved water 
rights to create the viable homeland 
they were promised and to ensure that 
their citizens have enough water to 
meet their current and future water 
needs. For decades, the Tribe has 
worked with the Departments of the 
Interior and Justice as well as down-
stream water users to advance a settle-
ment agreement, thereby avoiding 
costly litigation for both the tribe and 
the U.S. Government. 

I am proud to introduce this legisla-
tion to quantify the Tribe’s water right 
of 5,828 acre-feet per year of surface 
water and fund $568 million towards 
the construction of a water storage 
project. Our legislation would also cod-
ify what is known as the ‘‘2007 Agree-
ment’’ with downstream water users, 
who support this legislation. Finally, 
the legislation would transfer approxi-
mately 9,000 acres of Federal land cur-
rently in the Sequoia National Monu-
ment to allow the Tribe to protect the 
watershed headwaters and 800 acres of 
grazing land to the north and south of 
the reservation boundary. 

It is long past time for the Federal 
Government to live up to its trust and 
treaty responsibilities to the Tule 
River Tribe. We must codify this water 
settlement and settle the Tule River 
Tribe’s claims against the United 
States. Access to clean drinking water 
now and in the future is essential to 
the continued strength of Tribal na-
tions and to ensuring the sustain-
ability and viability of future genera-
tions. 

Water is a sacred and necessary re-
source for Tribal nations and for all 
people. As California and the West con-
tinue to experience a historic 
megadrought, enactment of our legisla-
tion would provide water security to 
Tule River citizens now and into the 
future. 

I thank Senator FEINSTEIN for intro-
ducing this legislation with me in the 
Senate. I would also like to thank the 
Tule River Tribe for their decades of 
hard work to finalize this settlement 
and the downstream water users, in-
cluding the Tule River Association and 
the South Tule Independent Ditch 
Company, for working with the Tribe 
to settle this issue and avoid litigation. 

I look forward to working with my 
colleagues to enact the Tule River 
Tribe Reserved Water Rights Settle-
ment Act of 2023 as quickly as possible. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 33—AUTHOR-
IZING EXPENDITURES BY THE 
COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT 
AND PUBLIC WORKS 
Mr. CARPER submitted the following 

resolution; which was referred from the 
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