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bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 763. Mr. BROWN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 764. Mr. BROWN (for himself and Ms.
ERNST) submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by him to the bill S. 2226, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 765. Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mr.
GRASSLEY, and Mr. COTTON) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 766. Mr. BROWN (for himself and Mr.
COTTON) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 2226,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 767. Mr. ROMNEY (for himself, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. CORNYN, Mr.
ScoTrT of South Carolina, and Mr. BRAUN)
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the bill S. 2226, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 768. Mr. BRAUN (for himself and Ms.
WARREN) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 2226,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 769. Mr. HEINRICH (for himself, Mr.
SCHUMER, Mr. YOUNG, and Mr. ROUNDS) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the bill S. 2226, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 770. Mr. HEINRICH submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA T771. Mr. HEINRICH submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 772. Mr. HEINRICH submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 773. Ms. STABENOW (for herself, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Mr. TESTER, and Ms. ERNST) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by her to the bill S. 2226, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 774. Mr. WARNER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 775. Mr. VAN HOLLEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA T76. Mr. VAN HOLLEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 777. Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself and
Mr. RISCH) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
2226, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA T778. Mr. BOOZMAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 779. Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
KAINE, and Mrs. SHAHEEN) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1780. Ms. CANTWELL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 781. Ms. CORTEZ MASTO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 782. Mr. MARKEY submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.
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SA 783. Mr. KELLY submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 784. Mr. KELLY submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 785. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 786. Mr. MERKLEY (for himself and Mr.
VAN HOLLEN) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
2226, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 787. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 788. Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 789. Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 790. Mr. PETERS submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 791. Mr. PAUL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 792. Ms. ROSEN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 793. Ms. ROSEN (for herself and Mrs.
BLACKBURN) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill S.
2226, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 794. Ms. ROSEN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 795. Mr. OSSOFF (for Mrs. BLACKBURN
(for herself, Mr. OssOFF, and Mr. LEE)) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by Mr. Ossoff to the bill S. 2226, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 796. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 797. Mr. SCHUMER (for himself, Mr.
RoOUNDS, Mr. RUBIO, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr.
YOUNG, and Mr. HEINRICH) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 798. Mr. OSSOFF (for himself and Mr.
ROUNDS) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 2226,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 799. Mr. OSSOFF submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 800. Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for herself,
Mr. DAINES, Ms. ROSEN, and Ms. ERNST) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by her to the bill S. 2226, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 801. Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for herself
and Mr. DAINES) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by her to the bill S.
2226, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 802. Mr. MORAN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.
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SA 803. Mr. REED submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 804. Mr. SCHATZ (for himself and Ms.
HIRONO) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 2226,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 805. Mr. SCHATZ submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 806. Mr. SCHATZ submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

————

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 282. Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina
(for himself and Mr. BROWN) submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of division A, add the following:

TITLE XVIII—FEND OFF FENTANYL ACT
SEC. 1801. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘“‘Fentanyl
Eradication and Narcotics Deterrence Off
Fentanyl Act” or the “FEND Off Fentanyl
Act”.

SEC. 1802. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) the proliferation of fentanyl is causing
an unprecedented surge in overdose deaths in
the United States, fracturing families and
communities, and necessitating a com-
prehensive policy response to combat its le-
thal flow and to mitigate the drug’s dev-
astating consequences;

(2) the trafficking of fentanyl into the
United States is a national security threat
that has killed hundreds of thousands of
United States citizens;

(3) transnational criminal organizations,
including cartels primarily based in Mexico,
are the main purveyors of fentanyl into the
United States and must be held accountable;

(4) precursor chemicals sourced from the
People’s Republic of China are—

(A) shipped from the People’s Republic of
China by legitimate and illegitimate means;

(B) transformed through various synthetic
processes to produce different forms of
fentanyl; and

(C) crucial to the production of illicit
fentanyl by transnational criminal organiza-
tions, contributing to the ongoing opioid cri-
sis;

(5) the United States Government must re-
main vigilant to address all new forms of
fentanyl precursors and drugs used in com-
bination with fentanyl, such as Xylazine,
which attribute to overdose deaths of people
in the United States;

(6) to increase the cost of fentanyl traf-
ficking, the United States Government
should work collaboratively across agencies
and should surge analytic capability to im-
pose sanctions and other remedies with re-
spect to transnational criminal organiza-
tions (including cartels), including foreign
nationals who facilitate the trade in illicit
fentanyl and its precursors from the People’s
Republic of China; and

(7) the Department of the Treasury should
focus on fentanyl trafficking and its
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facilitators as one of the top national secu-
rity priorities for the Department.

SEC. 1803. DEFINITIONS.

In this title:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees” means—

(A) the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs and the Committee on
Foreign Relations of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Committee on Financial Services of the
House of Representatives.

(2) FOREIGN PERSON.—The term
person’’—

(A) means—

(i) any citizen or national of a foreign
country; or

(ii) any entity not organized under the
laws of the United States or a jurisdiction
within the United States; and

(B) does not include the government of a
foreign country.

(3) KNOWINGLY.—The term ‘‘knowingly’’,
with respect to conduct, a circumstance, or a
result, means that a person has actual
knowledge, or should have known, of the
conduct, the circumstance, or the result.

(4) TRAFFICKING.—The term ‘‘trafficking”’,
with respect to fentanyl, fentanyl precur-
sors, or other related opioids, has the mean-
ing given the term ‘‘opioid trafficking” in
section 7203 of the Fentanyl Sanctions Act
(21 U.S.C. 2302).

(5) TRANSNATIONAL CRIMINAL ORGANIZA-
TION.—The term ‘‘transnational criminal or-
ganization’ includes—

(A) any organization designated as a sig-
nificant transnational criminal organization
under part 590 of title 31, Code of Federal
Regulations;

(B) any of the organizations known as—

(i) the Sinaloa Cartel;

(ii) the Jalisco New Generation Cartel;

(iii) the Gulf Cartel;

(iv) the Los Zetas Cartel;

(v) the Juarez Cartel;

(vi) the Tijuana Cartel;

(vii) the Beltran-Leyva Cartel; or

(viii) La Familia Michoacana; or

(C) any other organization that the Presi-
dent determines is a transnational criminal
organization; or

(D) any successor organization to an orga-
nization described in subparagraph (B) or as
otherwise determined by the President.

(6) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The term
““United States person’” means—

(A) a United States citizen or an alien law-
fully admitted for permanent residence to
the United States;

(B) an entity organized under the laws of
the United States or of any jurisdiction
within the United States, including a foreign
branch of such an entity; or

(C) any person in the United States.

Subtitle A—Sanctions Matters

PART I—SANCTIONS IN RESPONSE TO NA-
TIONAL EMERGENCY RELATING TO
FENTANYL TRAFFICKING

SEC. 1811. FINDING; POLICY.

(a) FINDING.—Congress finds that inter-
national trafficking of fentanyl, fentanyl
precursors, or other related opioids con-
stitutes an unusual and extraordinary threat
to the national security, foreign policy, and
economy of the United States, and is a na-
tional emergency.

(b) PoLicy.—It shall be the policy of the
United States to apply economic and other
financial sanctions to those who engage in
the international trafficking of fentanyl,
fentanyl precursors, or other related opioids
to protect the national security, foreign pol-
icy, and economy of the United States.

‘“‘foreign
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SEC. 1812. USE OF NATIONAL EMERGENCY AU-
THORITIES; REPORTING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President may exer-
cise all authorities provided under sections
203 and 205 of the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1702 and
1704) to carry out this part.

(b) REPORT REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter, the President shall
submit to the appropriate congressional
committees a report on actions taken by the
executive branch pursuant to this part and
any national emergency declared with re-
spect to the trafficking of fentanyl and trade
in other illicit drugs, including—

(A) the issuance of any new or revised reg-
ulations, policies, or guidance;

(B) the imposition of sanctions;

(C) the collection of relevant information
from outside parties;

(D) the issuance or closure of general li-
censes, specific licenses, and statements of
licensing policy by the Office of Foreign As-
sets Control;

(E) a description of any pending enforce-
ment cases; or

(F) the implementation of mitigation pro-
cedures.

(2) FORM OF REPORT.—Each report required
by paragraph (1) shall be submitted in un-
classified form, but may include the matters
required by subparagraphs (C), (D), (E), and
(F) of that paragraph in a classified annex.
SEC. 1813. CODIFICATION OF EXECUTIVE ORDER

IMPOSING SANCTIONS WITH RE-
SPECT TO FOREIGN PERSONS IN-
VOLVED IN GLOBAL ILLICIT DRUG
TRADE.

United States sanctions provided for in Ex-
ecutive Order 14059 (50 U.S.C. 1701 note; relat-
ing to imposing sanctions on foreign persons
involved in the global illicit drug trade), and
any amendments to or directives issued pur-
suant to such Executive order before the
date of the enactment of this Act, shall re-
main in effect.

SEC. 1814. IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS WITH RE-
SPECT TO FENTANYL TRAFFICKING
BY TRANSNATIONAL CRIMINAL OR-
GANIZATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President shall im-
pose the sanctions described in subsection (b)
with respect to any foreign person the Presi-
dent determines—

(1) is knowingly involved in the significant
trafficking of fentanyl, fentanyl precursors,
or other related opioids, including such traf-
ficking by a transnational criminal organi-
zation; or

(2) otherwise is knowingly involved in sig-
nificant activities of a transnational crimi-
nal organization relating to the trafficking
of fentanyl, fentanyl precursors, or other re-
lated opioids.

(b) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.—The President
may, pursuant to the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701
et seq.), block and prohibit all transactions
in property and interests in property of a
foreign person described in subsection (a) if
such property and interests in property are
in the United States, come within the United
States, or are or come within the possession
or control of a United States person.

(c) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, and annually thereafter, the President
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report on actions taken
by the executive branch with respect to the
foreign persons identified under subsection
(a).

SEC. 1815. PENALTIES; WAIVERS; EXCEPTIONS.

(a) PENALTIES.—A person that violates, at-
tempts to violate, conspires to violate, or
causes a violation of this part or any regula-
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tion, license, or order issued to carry out
this part shall be subject to the penalties set
forth in subsections (b) and (c) of section 206
of the International Emergency Economic
Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1705) to the same ex-
tent as a person that commits an unlawful
act described in subsection (a) of that sec-
tion.

(b) NATIONAL SECURITY WAIVER.—The
President may waive the application of sanc-
tions under this part with respect to a for-
eign person if the President determines that
the waiver is in the national security inter-
est of the United States.

(¢) EXCEPTIONS.—

(1) EXCEPTION FOR INTELLIGENCE ACTIVI-
TIES.—This part shall not apply with respect
to activities subject to the reporting require-
ments under title V of the National Security
Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3091 et seq.) or any au-
thorized intelligence activities of the United
States.

(2) EXCEPTION FOR COMPLIANCE WITH INTER-
NATIONAL OBLIGATIONS AND LAW ENFORCEMENT
ACTIVITIES.—Sanctions under this part shall
not apply with respect to an alien if admit-
ting or paroling the alien into the United
States is necessary—

(A) to permit the United States to comply
with the Agreement regarding the Head-
quarters of the United Nations, signed at
Lake Success on June 26, 1947, and entered
into force November 21, 1947, between the
United Nations and the United States, or
other applicable international obligations of
the United States; or

(B) to carry out or assist law enforcement
activity of the United States.

(3) HUMANITARIAN EXEMPTION.—The Presi-
dent may not impose sanctions under this
part with respect to any person for con-
ducting or facilitating a transaction for the
sale of agricultural commodities, food, medi-
cine, or medical devices or for the provision
of humanitarian assistance.

(4) EXCEPTION RELATING TO IMPORTATION OF
GOODS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The authority or a re-
quirement to block and prohibit all trans-
actions in all property and interests in prop-
erty under this part shall not include the au-
thority or a requirement to impose sanctions
on the importation of goods.

(B) GOOD DEFINED.—In this paragraph, the
term ‘‘good’” means any article, natural or
manmade substance, material, supply or
manufactured product, including inspection
and test equipment, and excluding technical
data.

SEC. 1816. TREATMENT OF FORFEITED PROP-
ERTY OF TRANSNATIONAL CRIMI-
NAL ORGANIZATIONS.

(a) TRANSFER OF FORFEITED PROPERTY TO
FORFEITURE FUNDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Any covered forfeited
property shall be deposited into the Depart-
ment of the Treasury Forfeiture Fund estab-
lished under section 9705 of title 31, United
States Code, or the Department of Justice
Assets Forfeiture Fund established under
section 524(c) of title 28, United States Code.

(2) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, and every 180 days thereafter, the Presi-
dent shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report on any deposits
made under paragraph (1) during the 180-day
period preceding submission of the report.

(3) COVERED FORFEITED PROPERTY DE-
FINED.—In this subsection, the term ‘‘cov-
ered forfeited property’’ means property—

(A) forfeited to the United States under
chapter 46 or section 1963 of title 18, United
States Code; and

(B) that belonged to or was possessed by an
individual affiliated with or connected to a
transnational criminal organization subject
to sanctions under—
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(i) this part;

(ii) the Fentanyl Sanctions Act (21 U.S.C.
2301 et seq.); or

(iii) Executive Order 14059 (50 U.S.C. 1701
note; relating to imposing sanctions on for-
eign persons involved in the global illicit
drug trade).

(b) BLOCKED ASSETS UNDER TERRORISM
RISK INSURANCE ACT OF 2002.—Nothing in
this part affects the treatment of blocked as-
sets of a terrorist party described in sub-
section (a) of section 201 of the Terrorism
Risk Insurance Act of 2002 (28 U.S.C. 1610
note).

PART II—OTHER MATTERS

SEC. 1821. TEN-YEAR STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS
FOR VIOLATIONS OF SANCTIONS.

(a) INTERNATIONAL EMERGENCY ECONOMIC
POWERS AcCT.—Section 206 of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act
(60 U.S.C. 1705) is amended by adding at the
end the following:

““(d) STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS.—

‘(1) TIME FOR COMMENCING PROCEEDINGS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—An action, suit, or pro-
ceeding for the enforcement of any civil fine,
penalty, or forfeiture, pecuniary or other-
wise, under this section shall not be enter-
tained unless commenced within ten years
after the latest date of the violation upon
which the civil fine, penalty, or forfeiture is
based.

‘(B) COMMENCEMENT.—For purposes of this
paragraph, the commencement of an action,
suit, or proceeding includes the issuance of a
pre-penalty notice or finding of violation.

‘(2) TIME FOR INDICTMENT.—NoO person shall
be prosecuted, tried, or punished for any of-
fense under subsection (c¢) unless the indict-
ment is found or the information is insti-
tuted within ten years after the latest date
of the violation upon which the indictment
or information is based.”.

(b) TRADING WITH THE ENEMY ACT.—Sec-
tion 16 of the Trading with the Enemy Act
(60 U.S.C. 4315) is amended by adding at the
end the following:

“(d) STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS.—

(1) TIME FOR COMMENCING PROCEEDINGS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—An action, suit, or pro-
ceeding for the enforcement of any civil fine,
penalty, or forfeiture, pecuniary or other-
wise, under this section shall not be enter-
tained unless commenced within ten years
after the latest date of the violation upon
which the civil fine, penalty, or forfeiture is
based.

‘‘(B) COMMENCEMENT.—For purposes of this
paragraph, the commencement of an action,
suit, or proceeding includes the issuance of a
pre-penalty notice or finding of violation.

‘(2) TIME FOR INDICTMENT.—NoO person shall
be prosecuted, tried, or punished for any of-
fense under subsection (a) unless the indict-
ment is found or the information is insti-
tuted within ten years after the latest date
of the violation upon which the indictment
or information is based.”.

SEC. 1822. CLASSIFIED REPORT AND BRIEFING
ON STAFFING OF OFFICE OF FOR-
EIGN ASSETS CONTROL.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Director of
the Office of Foreign Assets Control shall
provide to the appropriate congressional
committees a classified report and briefing
on the staffing of the Office of Foreign As-
sets Control, disaggregated by staffing dedi-
cated to each sanctions program and each
country or issue.

SEC. 1823. REPORT ON DRUG TRANSPORTATION
ROUTES AND USE OF VESSELS WITH
MISLABELED CARGO.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
the Treasury, in conjunction with the heads
of other relevant Federal agencies, shall pro-
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vide to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees a classified report and briefing on ef-
forts to target drug transportation routes
and modalities, including an assessment of
the prevalence of false cargo labeling and
shipment of precursor chemicals without ac-
curate tracking of the customers purchasing
the chemicals.
SEC. 1824. REPORT ON ACTIONS OF PEOPLE’S RE-
PUBLIC OF CHINA WITH RESPECT
TO PERSONS INVOLVED IN
FENTANYL SUPPLY CHAIN.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
the Treasury, in conjunction with the heads
of other relevant Federal agencies, shall pro-
vide to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees a classified report and briefing on
actions taken by the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China with respect to per-
sons involved in the shipment of fentanyl,
fentanyl analogues, fentanyl precursors, pre-
cursors for fentanyl analogues, and equip-
ment for the manufacturing of fentanyl and
fentanyl-laced counterfeit pills.

Subtitle B—Anti-Money Laundering Matters

SEC. 1831. DESIGNATION OF ILLICIT FENTANYL
TRANSACTIONS OF SANCTIONED
PERSONS AS OF PRIMARY MONEY
LAUNDERING CONCERN.

Subtitle A of the Fentanyl Sanctions Act
(21 U.S.C. 2311 et seq.) is amended by insert-
ing after section 7213 the following:

“SEC. 7213A. DESIGNATION OF TRANSACTIONS OF
SANCTIONED PERSONS AS OF PRI-
MARY MONEY LAUNDERING CON-

CERN.
‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary of the
Treasury determines that reasonable

grounds exist for concluding that one or
more financial institutions operating outside
of the United States, 1 or more classes of
transactions within, or involving, a jurisdic-
tion outside of the United States, or 1 or
more types of accounts within, or involving,
a jurisdiction outside of the United States, is
of primary money laundering concern in con-
nection with illicit opioid trafficking, the
Secretary of the Treasury may, by order,
regulation, or otherwise as permitted by
law—

‘(1) require domestic financial institutions
and domestic financial agencies to take 1 or
more of the special measures provided for in
section 9714(a)(1) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (Public
Law 116-283; 31 U.S.C. 5318A note); or

‘“(2) prohibit, or impose conditions upon,
certain transmittals of funds (to be defined
by the Secretary) by any domestic financial
institution or domestic financial agency, if
such transmittal of funds involves any such
institution, class of transaction, or type of
accounts.

“(b) CLASSIFIED INFORMATION.—In any judi-
cial review of a finding of the existence of a
primary money laundering concern, or of the
requirement for 1 or more special measures
with respect to a primary money laundering
concern made under this section, if the des-
ignation or imposition, or both, were based
on classified information (as defined in sec-
tion 1(a) of the Classified Information Proce-
dures Act (18 U.S.C. App.)), such information
may be submitted by the Secretary to the re-
viewing court ex parte and in camera. This
subsection does not confer or imply any
right to judicial review of any finding made
or any requirement imposed under this sec-
tion.

“(c) AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION.—The
exemptions from, and prohibitions on, search
and disclosure referred to in section 9714(c)
of the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2021 (Public Law 116-283; 31
U.S.C. 5318A note) shall apply to any report
or record of report filed pursuant to a re-
quirement imposed under subsection (a). For
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purposes of section 552 of title 5, United
States Code, this subsection shall be consid-
ered a statute described in subsection
(b)(3)(B) of that section.

‘‘(d) PENALTIES.—The penalties referred to
in section 9714(d) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (Public
Law 116-283; 31 U.S.C. 5318A note) shall apply
to violations of any order, regulation, special
measure, or other requirement imposed
under subsection (a), in the same manner
and to the same extent as described in such
section 9714(d).

‘‘(e) INJUNCTIONS.—The Secretary of the
Treasury may bring a civil action to enjoin
a violation of any order, regulation, special
measure, or other requirement imposed
under subsection (a) in the same manner and
to the same extent as described in section
9714(e) of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (Public Law 116-283;
31 U.S.C. 5318A note).”.

SEC. 1832. TREATMENT OF TRANSNATIONAL
CRIMINAL ORGANIZATIONS IN SUS-
PICIOUS TRANSACTIONS REPORTS
OF THE FINANCIAL CRIMES EN-
FORCEMENT NETWORK.

(a) FILING INSTRUCTIONS.—Not later than
180 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Director of the Financial
Crimes Enforcement Network shall issue
guidance or instructions to United States fi-
nancial institutions for filing reports on sus-
picious transactions required by section
1010.320 of title 31, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, related to suspected fentanyl traf-
ficking by transnational criminal organiza-
tions.

(b) PRIORITIZATION OF REPORTS RELATING
TO FENTANYL TRAFFICKING OR
TRANSNATIONAL CRIMINAL ORGANIZATIONS.—
The Director shall prioritize research into
reports described in subsection (a) that indi-
cate a connection to trafficking of fentanyl
or related synthetic opioids or financing of
suspected transnational criminal organiza-
tions.
SEC. 1833. REPORT ON TRADE-BASED MONEY

LAUNDERING IN TRADE WITH MEX-
ICO, THE PEOPLE’'S REPUBLIC OF
CHINA, AND BURMA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—In the first update to the
national strategy for combating the financ-
ing of terrorism and related forms of illicit
finance submitted to Congress after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of the Treasury shall include a report on
trade-based money laundering originating in
Mexico or the People’s Republic of China and
involving Burma.

(b) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
“national strategy for combating the financ-
ing of terrorism and related forms of illicit
finance’” means the national strategy for
combating the financing of terrorism and re-
lated forms of illicit finance required by sec-
tion 261 of the Countering America’s Adver-
saries Through Sanctions Act (Public Law
115-44; 131 Stat. 934), as amended by section
6506 of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (Public Law 117-81;
135 Stat. 2428).

SA 283. Mr. SULLIVAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle G of title X, add the
following:
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SEC. 1083. PROTECT CAMP LEJEUNE VETS ACT.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“‘Protect Camp Lejeune Victims
Ensnared by Trial-lawyer’s Scams Act’” or
the ‘“‘Protect Camp Lejeune VETS Act’’.

(b) ATTORNEYS FEES IN FEDERAL CAUSE OF
ACTION RELATING TO WATER AT CAMP
LEJEUNE, NORTH CAROLINA.—The Camp
Lejeune Justice Act of 2022 (28 U.S.C. 2671
note prec.) is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsections (h), (i),
and (j) as subsections (j), (k), and (1), respec-
tively; and

(2) by inserting after subsection (g) the fol-
lowing:

“(h) ATTORNEYS FEES.—

‘(1) LIMITATIONS.—

‘“(A) GENERAL RULE.—Notwithstanding any
contract, an attorney filing an action under
subsection (b) or an administrative action
relating to such an action (as described in
section 2675 of title 28, United States Code)
(in this section referred to as an ‘administra-
tive claim’) may not receive, for services
rendered in connection with the action, more
than—

‘(i) 12 percent of the payment made in the
action for an administrative claim (includ-
ing a resubmission of an administrative
claim after the denial of an initial adminis-
trative claim); or

¢“(ii) 17 percent of the payment made in the
action for a judgment rendered or settlement
entered in an action filed under subsection
(b).

‘“(B) AMOUNT OF PAYMENT DETERMINED
AFTER OFFSET.—For purposes of this sub-
section, the amount of the payment made in
an action shall be the amount of the pay-
ment after any offsetting reduction under
subsection (e)(2) is made.

¢(C) PROHIBITION ON ANCILLARY FEES AND
cosTs.—Attorneys fees paid in accordance
with this subsection may not include any an-
cillary fees or costs.

‘“(2) PENALTY.—Any attorney who violates
paragraph (1) shall be fined not more than
$5,000.

‘“(3) CERTIFICATION OF FEES.—An attorney
that receives payment for services rendered
in connection with an action filed under sub-
section (b) or an administrative claim shall
submit to the court in which the action
under subsection (b) is pending or to the Sec-
retary of the Navy, respectively, a statement
certifying—

‘““(A) the total amount of the payment in
the action;

‘(B) the amount of the payment to the at-
torney with respect to the action; and

‘(C) whether the percentage of the pay-
ment made to the attorney is in accordance
with paragraph (1).

‘“(4) DISCLOSURE.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Any judgment rendered,
settlement entered, or other award made
with respect to an action filed under sub-
section (b) or an administrative claim shall
require disclosure to the Attorney General
or to the court of the attorneys fees charged
to an individual, or the legal representative
of an individual.

‘(B) REPORTING.—The Attorney General
shall collect the disclosures under subpara-
graph (A) of attorneys fees charged and sub-
mit to Congress an annual report detailing—

‘(i) the total amount paid under such judg-
ments, settlements, and awards;

‘‘(ii) the total amount of attorney fees paid
in connection with such judgments, settle-
ments, and awards; and

‘“(iii) for each such judgment, settlement,
or award—

‘(I) the name of the attorney for the indi-
vidual or legal representative of the indi-
vidual;

‘“(II) if applicable, the law firm of the at-
torney; and

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

‘“(ITIT) the amount of fees paid to the attor-
ney.

‘“(5) APPLICABILITY.—This subsection shall
apply with respect to any action filed under
subsection (b) and any administrative action
that is pending on, or that is filed on or
after, the date of enactment of the Protect
Camp Lejeune VETS Act, including pending
matters in which a judgment was rendered, a
settlement was entered, or another award
was made before such date of enactment.

‘(6) SEVERABILITY.—If any provision of this
subsection or the application of such provi-
sion to any person or circumstance is held to
be invalid or unconstitutional, the remain-
der of this subsection and the application of
such provisions to any person or cir-
cumstance shall not be affected thereby.”.

(c) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 30 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of the Navy shall issue guidance for
claimants under the Camp Lejeune Justice
Act of 2022 (28 U.S.C. 2671 note prec.) regard-
ing the documentation necessary to estab-
lish a claim under such Act.

(d) COMPENSATION SCHEDULE.—Not later
than 180 days after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Secretary of the Navy shall
issue a compensation schedule specifying the
amount of payments for claimants under the
Camp Lejeune Justice Act of 2022 (28 U.S.C.
2671 note prec.), based on the injuries suf-
fered by the claimant.

SA 284. Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina
submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by him to the bill S. 2226,
to authorize appropriations for fiscal
year 2024 for military activities of the
Department of Defense, for military
construction, and for defense activities
of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for
such fiscal year, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the
table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle D of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1269. ASSESSMENT OF IMPACT AND FEASI-
BILITY OF RESTRICTING GIFTS AND
GRANTS TO UNITED STATES INSTI-
TUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION
FROM ENTITIES ON THE NON-SDN
CHINESE MILITARY-INDUSTRIAL
COMPLEX COMPANIES LIST.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of the Treasury shall submit
to the appropriate congressional committees
an assessment of the impact and feasibility
of restricting gifts and grants to United
States institutions of higher education from
entities on the Non-SDN Chinese Military-
Industrial Complex Companies List main-
tained by the Office of Foreign Assets Con-
trol.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The Secretary, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of Education, shall
include in the assessment required by sub-
section (a) an estimate of—

(1) the total number of gifts and grants
provided to United States institutions of
higher education by entities described in
subsection (a); and

(2) the monetary value of those gifts and
grants.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’” means the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Financial Services
of the House of Representatives.

(2) GIFTS AND GRANTS.—The term ‘‘gifts
and grants’ includes financial contributions,
material donations, provision of services,
scholarships, fellowships, research funding,
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infrastructure investment, or any other form
of support that provides a benefit to the re-
cipient institution.

SA 285. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XII, insert
the following:

SECTION 12 . PEPFAR AUTHORIZATION.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the “PEPFAR Extension Act of
2023.

(b) INSPECTORS GENERAL; ANNUAL STUDY.—
Section 101 of the United States Leadership
Against HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Ma-
laria Act of 2003 (22 U.S.C. 7611) is amended—

(1) in subsection (f)(1)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘2023’
and inserting *‘2028’’; and

(B) in subparagraph (C)(iv)—

(i) by striking ‘“‘nine” and inserting ‘14”’;
and

(ii) by striking ‘2023’ and inserting ‘2028’;

(2) in subsection (g)—

(A) in paragraph (1), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2024 and inserting ‘‘September
30, 2029”’; and

(B) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in the heading, by striking ‘‘2024”’ and in-
serting ¢‘2029”’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘September 30, 2024 and
inserting ‘‘September 30, 2029°°.

(¢c) UNITED STATES FINANCIAL PARTICIPA-
TION IN THE GLOBAL FUND TO FIGHT AIDS, TU-
BERCULOSIS, AND MALARIA.—Section 202(d) of
the United States Leadership Against HIV/
AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria Act of 2003
(22 U.S.C. 7622(d)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (4)—

(A) in subparagraph (A)—

(i) in clause (i), by striking ‘2023 and in-
serting ‘2028°’;

(ii) in clause (ii), by striking ‘2023’ and in-
serting ‘‘2028’; and

(iii) by striking clause (v); and

(B) in subparagraph (B)(iii),
¢2023”° and inserting ‘‘2028°’; and

(2) in paragraph (5), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by striking 2023
and inserting ‘‘2028”’.

(d) ALLOCATION OF FUNDS.—Section 403 of
the United States Leadership Against HIV/
AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria Act of 2003
(22 U.S.C. 7673) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b), by striking 2023’ and
inserting ‘‘2028°’; and

(2) in subsection (c), in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1), by striking 2023 and
inserting ‘‘2028°.

by striking

SA 286. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XII, insert
the following:
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SECTION 12 . ASSISTANCE TO COMBAT TUBER-

CULOSIS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“End Tuberculosis Now Act of
2023”.

(b) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) Tuberculosis (referred to in the Act as
“TB”) is a preventable, treatable, and cur-
able disease, yet more than 25 years after the
World Health Organization declared it to be
a public health emergency and called on
countries to make scaling up TB control a
priority, TB remains a deadly health threat.

(2) In 2021 alone, an estimated 10,600,000
people became ill with TB, 11 percent of
whom were children, and an estimated
1,600,000 of these people died from the illness.
In order to achieve by 2035 the goals of the
Political Declaration of the High-Level
Meeting of the General Assembly on the
Fight Against Tuberculosis, adopted by the
United Nations General Assembly October
10, 2018, and of the World Health Organiza-
tion End TB Strategy, adopted by the World
Health Assembly in 2014, new and existing
tools must be developed and scaled-up.

(3) More than Y3 of people who become ill
with TB may be undiagnosed or
misdiagnosed, resulting in unnecessary ill-
ness, communicable infections, and in-
creased mortality.

(4) Since March 2020, the COVID-19 pan-
demic has severely disrupted TB responses in
low- and middle-income countries, stalling
and reversing years of progress made against
TB. According to the World Health Organiza-
tion, from 2019 to 2020—

(A) global detection of TB dropped by 18
percent;

(B) an estimated 1,300,000 fewer people were
diagnosed and enrolled on TB treatment; and

(C) in some countries, TB case notifica-
tions dropped by up to 41 percent, setting
progress back by up to 12 years.

(5) Failure to properly diagnose and treat
TB can lead to death, can exacerbate anti-
microbial resistance (a key contributor to
rising cases of multi-drug-resistant TB and
extensively drug-resistant TB), and can in-
crease the probability of the introduction of
resistant TB into new geographic areas.

(6) TB programs have played a central role
in responding to COVID-19, including
through leveraging the expertise of medical
staff with expertise in TB and lung diseases,
the repurposing of TB hospitals, and the use
of the TB rapid molecular testing platforms
and x-ray equipment for multiple purposes,
including the treatment of COVID-19.

(7) With sufficient resourcing, TB program
expertise, infection control, laboratory ca-
pacity, active case finding, and contact in-
vestigation can serve as platforms for res-
piratory pandemic response against existing
and new infectious respiratory disease with-
out disrupting ongoing TB programs and ac-
tivities.

(8) Globally, only about % of the
$13,000,000,000 required annually, as outlined
in the Stop TB Partnership’s Global Plan to
End TB, is currently available.

(9) According to estimates by the Global
Fund for AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria,
an additional $3,500,000,000 was needed during
2021 for TB programs in eligible countries in
order to recover from the negative impacts
of COVID-19.

(10) On September 26, 2018, the United Na-
tions convened the first High-Level Meeting
of the General Assembly on the Fight
Against Tuberculosis, during which 120 coun-
tries—

(A) signed a Political Declaration to accel-
erate progress against TB, including through
commitments to increase funding for TB pre-
vention, diagnosis, treatment, and research
and development programs, and to set ambi-
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tious goals to successfully treat 40,000,000
people with active TB and prevent at least
30,000,000 from becoming ill with TB between
2018 and 2022; and

(B) committed to ‘“‘ending the epidemic in
all countries, and pledge[d] to provide lead-
ership and to work together to accelerate
our national and global collective actions,
investments and innovations urgently to
fight this preventable and treatable disease’’,
as reflected in United Nations General As-
sembly Resolution 73/3.

(11) The United States Government con-
tinues to be a lead funder of global TB re-
search and development, contributing 44 per-
cent of the total $915,000,000 in global funding
in 2020, and can catalyze more investments
from other countries.

(12) Working with governments and part-
ners around the world, USAID’s TB program-
ming has saved an estimated 74,000,000 lives,
demonstrating the effectiveness of United
States programs and activities against the
illness.

(13) On September 26, 2018, the USAID Ad-
ministrator announced a new performance-
based Global Accelerator to End TB, aimed
at catalyzing investments to meet the treat-
ment target set by the United Nations High-
Level Meeting, further demonstrating the
critical role that United States leadership
and assistance plays in the fight to eliminate
TB.

(14) It is essential to ensure that efforts
among United States Government agencies,
partner nations, international organizations,
nongovernmental organizations, the private
sector, and other actors are complementary
and not duplicative in order to achieve the
goal of ending the TB epidemic in all coun-
tries.

(¢c) UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ASSIST-
ANCE TO COMBAT TUBERCULOSIS.—Section
104B of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22
U.S.C. 2151b-3) is amended to read as follows:
“SEC. 104B. ASSISTANCE TO COMBAT TUBER-

CULOSIS.

‘‘(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

‘(1) The international spread of tuber-
culosis (referred to in this section as ‘TB’)
and the deadly impact of TB’s continued ex-
istence constitutes a continuing challenge.

‘(2) Additional tools and resources are re-
quired to effectively diagnose, prevent, and
treat TB.

‘(3) Effectively resourced TB programs can
serve as a critical platform for preventing
and responding to future infectious res-
piratory disease pandemics.

“(b) PoLICY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—It is a major objective of
the foreign assistance program of the United
States to help end the TB public health
emergency through accelerated actions—

““(A) to support the diagnosis and treat-
ment of all adults and children with all
forms of TB; and

‘(B) to prevent new TB infections from oc-
curring.

¢‘(2) SUPPORT FOR GLOBAL PLANS AND OBJEC-
TIVES.—In countries in which the United
States Government has established foreign
assistance programs under this Act, particu-
larly in countries with the highest burden of
TB and other countries with high rates of in-
fection and transmission of TB, it is the pol-
icy of the United States—

““(A) to support the objectives of the World
Health Organization End TB Strategy, in-
cluding its goals—

‘“(i) to reduce TB deaths by 95 percent by
2035;

‘“(i1) to reduce the TB incidence rate by 90
percent by 2035; and

‘“(iii) to reduce the number of families fac-
ing catastrophic health costs due to TB by
100 percent by 2035;
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“(B) to support the Stop TB Partnership’s
Global Plan to End TB 2023-2030, including
by providing support for—

‘(i) developing and using innovative new
technologies and therapies to increase active
case finding and rapidly diagnose and treat
children and adults with all forms of TB, al-
leviate suffering, and ensure TB treatment
completion;

‘“(ii) expanding diagnosis and treatment in
line with the goals established by the Polit-
ical Declaration of the High-Level Meeting
of the General Assembly on the Fight
Against Tuberculosis, including—

““(I) successfully treating 40,000,000 people
with active TB by 2023, including 3,500,000
children, and 1,500,000 people with drug-re-
sistant TB; and

¢“(II) diagnosing and treating latent tuber-
culosis infection, in support of the global
goal of providing preventive therapy to at
least 30,000,000 people by 2023, including
4,000,000 children younger than 5 years of
age, 20,000,000 household contacts of people
affected by TB, and 6,000,000 people living
with HIV;

¢“(iii) ensuring high-quality TB care by
closing gaps in care cascades, implementing
continuous quality improvement at all levels
of care, and providing related patient sup-
port; and

‘“(iv) sustainable procurements of TB com-
modities to avoid interruptions in supply,
the procurement of commodities of unknown
quality, or payment of excessive commodity
costs in countries impacted by TB; and

‘“(C) to ensure, to the greatest extent prac-
ticable, that United States funding supports
activities that simultaneously emphasize—

‘(i) the development of comprehensive per-
son-centered programs, including diagnosis,
treatment, and prevention strategies to en-
sure that—

‘“(I) all people sick with TB receive quality
diagnosis and treatment through active case
finding; and

“(IT) people at high risk for TB infection
are found and treated with preventive thera-
pies in a timely manner;

‘‘(ii) robust TB infection control practices
are implemented in all congregate settings,
including hospitals and prisons;

‘“(iii) the deployment of diagnostic and
treatment capacity—

“(D in areas with the highest TB burdens;
and

““(IT1) for highly at-risk and impoverished
populations, including patient support serv-
ices;

‘(iv) program monitoring and evaluation
based on critical TB indicators, including in-
dicators relating to infection control, the
numbers of patients accessing TB treatment
and patient support services, and preventa-
tive therapy for those at risk, including all
close contacts, and treatment outcomes for
all forms of TB;

‘(v) training and engagement of health
care workers on the use of new diagnostic
tools and therapies as they become avail-
able, and increased support for training
frontline health care workers to support ex-
panded TB active case finding, contact trac-
ing, and patient support services;

‘‘(vi) coordination with domestic agencies
and organizations to support an aggressive
research agenda to develop vaccines as well
as new tools to diagnose, treat, and prevent
TB globally;

‘“(vii) linkages with the private sector on—

““(I) research and development of a vaccine,
and on new tools for diagnosis and treatment
of TB;

““(IT) improving current tools for diagnosis
and treatment of TB, including telehealth
solutions for prevention and treatment; and
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“(IIT) training healthcare professionals on
use of the newest and most effective diag-
nostic and therapeutic tools;

‘‘(viii) the reduction of barriers to care, in-
cluding stigma and treatment and diagnosis
costs, including through—

‘(1) training health workers;

““(II) sensitizing policy makers;

““(ITI) requiring that all relevant grants
and funding agreements include access and
affordability provisions;

“(IV) supporting education and empower-
ment campaigns for TB patients regarding
local TB services;

(V) monitoring barriers to accessing TB
services; and

“(VI) increasing support for patient-led
and community-led TB outreach efforts;

‘“(ix) support for country-level, sustainable
accountability mechanisms and capacity to
measure progress and ensure that commit-
ments made by governments and relevant
stakeholders are met; and

‘(x) support for the integration of TB diag-
nosis, treatment, and prevention activities
into primary health care, as appropriate.

‘‘(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘appropriate congressional
committees’ means the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of
Representatives.

‘(2) END TB STRATEGY.—The term ‘End TB
Strategy’ means the strategy to eliminate
TB that was approved by the World Health
Assembly in May 2014, and is described in
‘The End TB Strategy: Global Strategy and
Targets for Tuberculosis Prevention, Care
and Control After 2015°.

““(3) GLOBAL ALLIANCE FOR TUBERCULOSIS
DRUG DEVELOPMENT.—The term ‘Global Alli-
ance for Tuberculosis Drug Development’
means the public-private partnership that
bring together leaders in health, science,
philanthropy, and private industry to devise
new approaches to TB.

*“(4) GLOBAL TUBERCULOSIS DRUG FACILITY.—
The term ‘Global Tuberculosis Drug Facil-
ity’ means the initiative of the Stop Tuber-
culosis Partnership to increase access to the
most advanced, affordable, quality-assured
TB drugs and diagnostics.

‘(5) MDR-TB.—The term ‘MDR-TB’ means
multi-drug-resistant TB.

¢“(6) STOP TUBERCULOSIS PARTNERSHIP.—The
term ‘Stop Tuberculosis Partnership’ means
the partnership of 1,600 organizations (in-
cluding international and technical organi-
zations, government programs, research and
funding agencies, foundations, nongovern-
mental organizations, civil society and com-
munity groups, and the private sector), do-
nors, including the United States, high TB
burden countries, multilateral agencies, and
nongovernmental and technical agencies,
which is governed by the Stop TB Partner-
ship Coordinating Board and hosted by a
United Nations entity, committed to short-
and long-term measures required to control
and eventually eliminate TB as a public
health problem in the world.

“(7) XDR-TB.—The term ‘XDR-TB’ means
extensively drug-resistant TB.

‘“(d) AUTHORIZATION.—To carry out this
section, the President is authorized, con-
sistent with section 104(c), to furnish assist-
ance, on such terms and conditions as the
President may determine, for the prevention,
treatment, control, and elimination of TB.

‘‘(e) GoALS.—In consultation with the ap-
propriate congressional committees, the
President shall establish goals, based on the
policy and indicators described in subsection
(b), for—

‘(1) United States TB programs to detect,
cure, and prevent all forms of TB globally for
the period between 2023 and 2030 that are

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

aligned with the End TB Strategy’s 2030 tar-
gets and the USAID’s Global Tuberculosis
(TB) Strategy 2023-2030; and

‘“(2) updating the National Action Plan for
Combating Multidrug-Resistant Tuber-
culosis.

““(f) COORDINATION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out this sec-
tion, the President shall coordinate with the
World Health Organization, the Stop TB
Partnership, the Global Fund to Fight AIDS,
Tuberculosis, and Malaria, and other organi-
zations with respect to the development and
implementation of a comprehensive global
TB response program.

‘“(2) BILATERAL ASSISTANCE.—In providing
bilateral assistance under this section, the
President, acting through the Administrator
of the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development, shall—

‘“(A) catalyze support for research and de-
velopment of new tools to prevent, diagnose,
treat, and control TB worldwide, particu-
larly to reduce the incidence of, and mor-
tality from, all forms of drug-resistant TB;

‘(B) ensure United States programs and
activities focus on finding individuals with
active TB disease and provide quality diag-
nosis and treatment, including through dig-
ital health solutions, and reaching those at
high risk with preventive therapy; and

‘“(C) ensure coordination among relevant
United States Government agencies, includ-
ing the Department of State, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, the Biomedical
Advanced Research and Development Au-
thority, the Food and Drug Administration,
the National Science Foundation, the De-
partment of Defense (through its Congres-
sionally Directed Medical Research Pro-
grams), and other relevant Federal depart-
ments and agencies that engage in inter-
national TB activities—

‘(i) to ensure accountability and trans-
parency;

‘“(ii) to reduce duplication of efforts; and

‘‘(iii) to ensure appropriate integration and
coordination of TB services into other
United States-supported health programs.

“(g) PRIORITY TO END TB STRATEGY.—In
furnishing assistance under subsection (d),
the President shall prioritize—

‘(1) building and strengthening TB pro-
grams—

‘“(A) to increase the diagnosis and treat-
ment of everyone who is sick with TB; and

‘(B) to ensure that such individuals have
access to quality diagnosis and treatment;

‘“(2) direct, high-quality integrated serv-
ices for all forms of TB, as described by the
World Health Organization, which call for
the coordination of active case finding,
treatment of all forms of TB disease and in-
fection, patient support, and TB prevention;

‘“(8) treating individuals co-infected with
HIV and other co-morbidities, and other in-
dividuals with TB who may be at risk of stig-
ma;

‘“(4) strengthening the capacity of health
systems to detect, prevent, and treat TB, in-
cluding MDR-TB and XDR-TB, as described
in the latest international guidance related
to TB;

‘() researching and developing innovative
diagnostics, drug therapies, and vaccines,
and program-based research;

‘“(6) support for the Stop Tuberculosis
Partnership’s Global Drug Facility, the
Global Alliance for Tuberculosis Drug Devel-
opment, and other organizations promoting
the development of new products and drugs
for TB; and

‘(7)) ensuring that TB programs can serve
as key platforms for supporting national res-
piratory pandemic response against existing
and new infectious respiratory disease.
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““(h) ASSISTANCE FOR THE WORLD HEALTH
ORGANIZATION AND THE STOP TUBERCULOSIS
PARTNERSHIP.—In carrying out this section,
the President, acting through the Adminis-
trator of the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development, is authorized—

‘(1) to provide resources to the World
Health Organization and the Stop Tuber-
culosis Partnership to improve the capacity
of countries with high burdens or rates of TB
and other affected countries to implement
the End TB Strategy, the Stop TB Global
Plan to End TB, their own national strate-
gies and plans, other global efforts to control
MDR-TB and XDR-TB; and

‘(2) to leverage the contributions of other
donors for the activities described in para-
graph (1).

‘(1) ANNUAL REPORT ON TB ACTIVITIES.—
Not later than December 15 of each year
until the earlier of the date on which the
goals specified in subsection (b)(2)(A) are
met or the last day of 2030, the President
shall submit an annual report to the appro-
priate congressional committees that de-
scribes United States foreign assistance to
control TB and the impact of such efforts,
including—

‘(1) the number of individuals with active
TB disease that were diagnosed and treated,
including the rate of treatment completion
and the number receiving patient support;

‘(2) the number of persons with MDR-TB
and XDR-TB that were diagnosed and treat-
ed, including the rate of completion, in coun-
tries receiving United States bilateral for-
eign assistance for TB control programs;

‘“(3) the number of people trained by the
United States Government in TB surveil-
lance and control;

‘“(4) the number of individuals with active
TB disease identified as a result of engage-
ment with the private sector and other non-
governmental partners in countries receiv-
ing United States bilateral foreign assist-
ance for TB control programs;

‘() a description of the collaboration and
coordination of United States anti-TB efforts
with the World Health Organization, the
Stop TB Partnership, the Global Fund to
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, and
other major public and private entities;

‘(6) a description of the collaboration and
coordination among the United States Agen-
cy for International Development and other
United States departments and agencies, in-
cluding the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and the Office of the Global AIDS
Coordinator, for the purposes of combating
TB and, as appropriate, its integration into
primary care;

“(7) the constraints on implementation of
programs posed by health workforce short-
ages, health system limitations, barriers to
digital health implementation, other chal-
lenges to successful implementation, and
strategies to address such constraints;

‘“(8) a breakdown of expenditures for pa-
tient services supporting TB diagnosis,
treatment, and prevention, including pro-
curement of drugs and other commodities,
drug management, training in diagnosis and
treatment, health systems strengthening
that directly impacts the provision of TB
services, and research; and

‘“(9) for each country, and when prac-
ticable, each project site receiving bilateral
United States assistance for the purpose of
TB prevention, treatment, and control—

““(A) a description of progress toward the
adoption and implementation of the most re-
cent World Health Organization guidelines to
improve diagnosis, treatment, and preven-
tion of TB for adults and children,
disaggregated by sex, including the propor-
tion of health facilities that have adopted
the latest World Health Organization guide-
lines on strengthening monitoring systems
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and preventative, diagnostic, and thera-
peutic methods, including the use of rapid di-
agnostic tests and orally administered TB
treatment regimens;

“(B) the number of individuals screened for
TB disease and the number evaluated for TB
infection using active case finding outside of
health facilities;

“(C) the number of individuals with active
TB disease that were diagnosed and treated,
including the rate of treatment completion
and the number receiving patient support;

‘(D) the number of adults and children, in-
cluding people with HIV and close contacts,
who are evaluated for TB infection, the num-
ber of adults and children started on treat-
ment for TB infection, and the number of
adults and children completing such treat-
ment, disaggregated by sex and, as possible,
income or wealth quintile;

‘“‘(E) the establishment of effective TB in-
fection control in all relevant congregant
settings, including hospitals, clinics, and
prisons;

‘“(F) a description of progress in imple-
menting measures to reduce TB incidence,
including actions—

‘(i) to expand active case finding and con-
tact tracing to reach vulnerable groups; and

‘‘(ii) to expand TB preventive therapy, en-
gagement of the private sector, and diag-
nostic capacity;

‘(&) a description of progress to expand di-
agnosis, prevention, and treatment for all
forms of TB, including in pregnant women,
children, and individuals and groups at
greater risk of TB, including migrants, pris-
oners, miners, people exposed to silica, and
people living with HIV/AIDS, disaggregated
by sex;

‘““(H) the rate of successful completion of
TB treatment for adults and children,
disaggregated by sex, and the number of in-
dividuals receiving support for treatment
completion;

‘(I) the number of people, disaggregated by
sex, receiving treatment for MDR-TB, the
proportion of those treated with the latest
regimens endorsed by the World Health Or-
ganization, factors impeding scale up of such
treatment, and a description of progress to
expand community-based MDR-TB care;

‘“(J) a description of TB commodity pro-
curement challenges, including shortages,
stockouts, or failed tenders for TB drugs or
other commodities;

“(K) the proportion of health facilities
with specimen referral linkages to quality
diagnostic networks, including established
testing sites and reference labs, to ensure
maximum access and referral for second line
drug resistance testing, and a description of
the turnaround time for test results;

‘(L) the number of people trained by the
United States Government to deliver high-
quality TB diagnostic, preventative, moni-
toring, treatment, and care services;

‘(M) a description of how supported activi-
ties are coordinated with—

‘(i) country national TB plans and strate-
gies; and

‘(ii) TB control efforts supported by the
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis,
and Malaria, and other international assist-
ance programs and funds, including in the
areas of program development and imple-
mentation; and

‘“(N) for the first 3 years of the report re-
quired under this subsection, a description of
the progress in recovering from the negative
impact of COVID-19 on TB, including—

‘(i) whether there has been the develop-
ment and implementation of a comprehen-
sive plan to recover TB activities from diver-
sion of resources;

‘‘(ii) the continued use of bidirectional TB-
COVID testing; and
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‘‘(iii) progress on increased diagnosis and
treatment of active TB.

“(j) ANNUAL REPORT ON TB RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT.—The President, acting
through the Administrator of the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment, and in coordination with the National
Institutes of Health, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, the Biomedical Ad-
vanced Research and Development Author-
ity, the Food and Drug Administration, the
National Science Foundation, and the Office
of the Global AIDS Coordinator, shall submit
to the appropriate congressional committees
until 2030 an annual report that—

‘(1) describes the current progress and
challenges to the development of new tools
for the purpose of TB prevention, treatment,
and control;

‘(2) identifies critical gaps and emerging
priorities for research and development, in-
cluding for rapid and point-of-care
diagnostics, shortened treatments and pre-
vention methods, telehealth solutions for
prevention and treatment, and vaccines; and

““(3) describes research investments by
type, funded entities, and level of invest-
ment.

‘“(k) EVALUATION REPORT.—Not later than 3
years after the date of the enactment of the
End Tuberculosis Now Act of 2023, and 5
years thereafter, the Comptroller General of
the United States shall submit a report to
the appropriate congressional committees
that evaluates the performance and impact
on TB prevention, diagnosis, treatment, and
care efforts that are supported by United
States bilateral assistance funding, includ-
ing recommendations for improving such
programs.’’.

SA 287. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title XII, add the following:

Subtitle H—Taiwan Tax Agreement Act of

2023
SECTION 12990. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Taiwan
Tax Agreement Act of 2023,

SEC. 1299P. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) The United States has entered into tax
treaties covering 65 jurisdictions, which fa-
cilitate economic activity, strengthen bilat-
eral cooperation, and benefit United States
businesses and other United States tax-
payers.

(2) Taiwan is a one of the largest trading
partners of the United States and one of the
world’s largest economies, and further bol-
stering economic ties between the United
States and Taiwan remains critical, espe-
cially given Taiwan’s strategic importance
and the increasing threat posed by the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China.

(3) A tax agreement with Taiwan would
play a key role in facilitating and promoting
increased bilateral investment and trade be-
tween the United States and Taiwan, for-
tifying the relationship between the two
more generally, and encouraging other na-
tions to increase their economic linkages to
Taiwan.

SEC. 1299Q. AUTHORIZATION TO NEGOTIATE AND
CONCLUDE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President is author-
ized to negotiate and enter into a tax agree-
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ment relative to Taiwan through the Amer-
ican Institute in Taiwan (AIT) (hereinafter
the ‘“‘Agreement’’).

(b) ELEMENTS OF AGREEMENT.—The Agree-
ment authorized to be negotiated and con-
cluded under this section shall conform with
the provisions customarily contained in
United States bilateral income tax conven-
tions, as exemplified by the 2016 United
States Model Income Tax Convention, and
shall include the following elements:

(1) Application to tax residents of the
United States, Taiwan, or both, exclusive of
enterprises headquartered in the People’s
Republic of China or in third states that do
not have a comprehensive income tax treaty
with the United States.

(2) Relief from double taxation.

(3) Measures aimed at limiting the risk of
tax evasion or avoidance.

(4) Entry into force conditioned upon con-
firmation by the President of approval by
the United States Congress, as described in
section 5, and relevant authority in Taiwan
and necessary steps taken to enable imple-
mentation.

(c) LIMITATION.—The Agreement authorized
to be negotiated and concluded under this
section may not include elements outside
the scope of the 2016 United States Model In-
come Tax Convention.

SEC. 1299R. CONSULTATION.

(a) NOTIFICATION UPON COMMENCEMENT OF
NEGOTIATIONS.—The President shall provide
written notification to the appropriate con-
gressional committees of the commencement
of negotiations between AIT and TECRO on
the Agreement at least 15 calendar days be-
fore such commencement.

(b) BRIEFINGS.—Not later than 90 days after
commencement of negotiations on the
Agreement, and every 180 days thereafter
until conclusion of the Agreement, the Presi-
dent shall provide a briefing to the appro-
priate congressional committees providing
an update on the status of negotiations, in-
cluding a description of elements under ne-
gotiation.

(¢) CONSULTATIONS DURING NEGOTIATIONS.—
In the course of negotiations conducted
under the authorities of this subtitle, the
Secretary of the Treasury, in coordination
with the Secretary of State, shall—

(1) meet, upon request, with the Chairman
or Ranking Member of the appropriate con-
gressional committees regarding negotiating
objectives and the status of negotiations in
progress; and

(2) consult closely, on a timely basis, and
keep fully apprised of the negotiations, the
appropriate congressional committees.

SEC. 1299S. APPROVAL OF THE AGREEMENT.

(a) SUBMISSION OF AGREEMENT.—Not later
than 180 days after the Agreement is con-
cluded, the Secretary of State shall provide
the Agreement and technical explanation to
the appropriate congressional committees.

(b) APPROVAL.—The Agreement shall not
take effect until after Congress passes a con-
current resolution of approval as described
in subsection (c).

(c) TERMS OF CONCURRENT RESOLUTION OF
APPROVAL.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of subsection
(b), the term ‘‘concurrent resolution of ap-
proval’’ means only a concurrent resolu-
tion—

(A) which does not have a preamble;

(B) which includes in the matter after the
resolving clause the following: ‘“‘That Con-
gress approves the Tax Agreement concluded
between the American Institute in Taiwan
and the Taipei Economic and Cultural Rep-
resentative Office, as submitted by the Presi-
dent on ., the blank space being
filled in with the appropriate date; and
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(C) the title of which is as follows: ‘‘Con-
current resolution approving the Tax Agree-
ment concluded between the American Insti-
tute in Taiwan and the Taipei Economic and
Cultural Representative Office.”’.

(2) REFERRAL.—A resolution described in
this subsection that is introduced in the Sen-
ate shall be referred to the Committee on
Foreign Relations of the Senate. A resolu-
tion described in this subsection that is in-
troduced in the House of Representatives
shall be referred to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs of the House of Representatives.
SEC. 1299T. ENTRY INTO FORCE AND LEGAL EF-

FECT OF THE AGREEMENT.

(a) ENTRY INTO FORCE.—Upon passage of
the concurrent resolution of approval, the
President may bring the Agreement into
force.

(b) LEGAL EFFECT.—Upon entry into force,
the Agreement shall be afforded the same
treatment as a treaty for purposes of the
laws of the United States.

SEC. 1299U. APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL
COMMITTEES DEFINED.

In this section, the term ‘‘appropriate con-
gressional committees’” means the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations and the Com-
mittee on Finance of the Senate and the
Committee on Foreign Affairs and the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means of the House of
Representatives.

SA 288. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

DIVISION F—INTERNATIONAL TRAF-
FICKING VICTIMS PROTECTION REAU-
THORIZATION ACT OF 2023

SEC. 6001. SHORT TITLE.

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Inter-
national Trafficking Victims Protection Re-
authorization Act of 2023

TITLE LXI—COMBATING HUMAN
TRAFFICKING ABROAD
SEC. 6101. UNITED STATES SUPPORT FOR INTE-
GRATION OF ANTI-TRAFFICKING IN
PERSONS INTERVENTIONS IN MUL-
TILATERAL DEVELOPMENT BANKS.

(a) REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary of the
Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary
of State acting through the Ambassador-at-
Large to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in
Persons, shall instruct the United States Ex-
ecutive Director of each multilateral devel-
opment bank (as defined in section 110(d) of
the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of
2000 (22 U.S.C. 7107(d))) to encourage the in-
clusion of a counter-trafficking strategy, in-
cluding risk assessment and mitigation ef-
forts as needed, in proposed projects in coun-
tries listed—

(1) on the Tier 2 Watch List (required
under section 110(b)(2)(A) of the Trafficking
Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C.
7107(b)(2)(A)), as amended by section 104(a));

(2) under subparagraph (C) of section
110(b)(1) of the Trafficking Victims Protec-
tion Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7107(b)(1)) (com-
monly referred to as ‘‘tier 3’’); and

(3) as Special Cases in the most recent re-
port on trafficking in persons required under
such section (commonly referred to as the
“Trafficking in Persons Report’’).

(b) BRIEFINGS.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
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the Secretary of the Treasury, in consulta-

tion with the Secretary of State, shall brief

the appropriate congressional committees
regarding the implementation of this sec-
tion.

(c) GAO REPORT.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report that details the
activities of the United States relating to
combating human trafficking, including
forced labor, within multilateral develop-
ment projects.

(d) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term
‘“‘appropriate congressional committees”
means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations
and the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate; and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives.

SEC. 6102. EXPANDING PREVENTION EFFORTS AT
THE UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—In order to strengthen
prevention efforts by the United States
abroad, the Administrator of the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment (referred to in this section as the ‘“‘Ad-
ministrator’’) shall, to the extent practicable
and appropriate—

(1) encourage the integration of activities
to counter trafficking in persons (referred to
in this section as ‘“C-TIP”’) into broader as-
sistance programming;

(2) determine a reasonable definition for
the term ¢C-TIP Integrated Development
Programs,” which shall include any pro-
gramming to address health, food security,
economic development, education, democ-
racy and governance, and humanitarian as-
sistance that includes a sufficient C-TIP ele-
ment; and

(3) ensure that each mission of the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment (referred to in this section as
“USAID”’)—

(A) integrates a C-TIP component into de-
velopment programs, project design, and
methods for program monitoring and evalua-
tion, as necessary and appropriate, when ad-
dressing issues, including—

(i) health;

(ii) food security;

(iii) economic development;

(iv) education;

(v) democracy and governance; and

(vi) humanitarian assistance;

(B) continuously adapts, strengthens, and
implements training and tools related to the
integration of a C-TIP perspective into the
work of development actors; and

(C) encourages USAID Country Develop-
ment Cooperation Strategies to include C-
TIP components in project design, imple-
mentation, monitoring, and evaluation, as
necessary and appropriate.

(b) REPORTS AND BRIEFINGS REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of an Act making
appropriations for the Department of State,
Foreign Operations, and Related Programs
through fiscal year 2027, the Secretary of
State, in consultation with the Adminis-
trator, shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report on obliga-
tions and expenditures of all funds managed
by the Department of State and USAID in
the prior fiscal year to combat human traf-
ficking and forced labor, including inte-
grated C-TIP activities.

(2) CONTENTS.—The report required by
paragraph (1) shall include—

(A) a description of funding aggregated by
program, project, and activity; and
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(B) a description of the management struc-
ture at the Department of State and USAID
used to manage such programs.

(3) BIENNIAL BRIEFING.—Not later than 6
months of after the date of the enactment of
this Act, and every 2 years thereafter
through fiscal year 2027, the Secretary of
State, in consultation with the Adminis-
trator, shall brief the Committee on Foreign
Relations of the Senate and the Committee
on Foreign Affairs of the House of Represent-
atives on the implementation of subsection
(a).

(c) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term
‘“‘appropriate congressional committees”
means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations
and the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate; and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives.

SEC. 6103. COUNTER-TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS
EFFORTS IN DEVELOPMENT CO-
OPERATION AND ASSISTANCE POL-
ICY.

The Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22
U.S.C. 2151 et seq.) is amended—

(1) in section 102(b)(4)(22 U.S.C.
1(b)(4))—

(A) in subparagraph (F), by striking ‘‘and”
at the end;

(B) in subparagraph (G), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘““(H) effective counter-trafficking in per-
sons policies and programs.’’; and

2) in section 492(d)(1)(22
2292a(d)(1))—

(A) by striking ‘‘that the funds” and in-
serting the following: ‘“‘that—

‘“(A) the funds’’;

(B) in subparagraph (A), as added by sub-
paragraph (A) of this paragraph, by striking
the period at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’;
and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘(B) in carrying out the provisions of this
chapter, the President shall, to the greatest
extent possible—

‘(i) ensure that assistance made available
under this section does not create or con-
tribute to conditions that can be reasonably
expected to result in an increase in traf-
ficking in persons who are in conditions of
heightened vulnerability as a result of nat-
ural and manmade disasters; and

‘‘(ii) integrate appropriate protections into
the planning and execution of activities au-
thorized under this chapter.”.

SEC. 6104. TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS TO TIER
RANKINGS.

(a) MODIFICATIONS TO TIER 2 WATCH LIST.—
Section 110(b)(2) of the Trafficking Victims
Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7107(b)(2)), is
amended—

(1) in the paragraph heading, by striking
“SPECIAL” and inserting ‘“‘TIER 2”’; and

(2) in subparagraph (A)—

(A) by striking ‘“of the following coun-
tries” and all that follows through ‘‘annual
report, where—"’and inserting ‘‘of countries
that have been listed pursuant to paragraph
(1)(B) pursuant to the current annual report,
in which—"’; and

(B) by redesignating subclauses (I) and (II)
as clauses (i) and (ii), respectively, and mov-
ing such clauses (as so redesignated) 2 ems to
the left.

(b) MODIFICATION TO SPECIAL RULE FOR
DOWNGRADED AND REINSTATED COUNTRIES.—
Section 110(b)(2)(F) of such Act (22 U.S.C.
7107(b)(2)(F)) is amended—

(1) in the matter preceding clause (i), by
striking ‘‘special watch list described in sub-
paragraph (A)(iii) for more than 1 consecu-
tive year after the country’ and inserting

2151-
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“Tier 2 watch list described in subparagraph
(A) for more than one year immediately
after the country consecutively’’;

(2) in clause (i), in the matter preceding
subclause (I), by striking ‘‘special watch list
described in subparagraph (A)(iii)” and in-
serting ‘‘Tier 2 watch list described in sub-
paragraph (A)’’; and

(3) in clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘in the year
following such waiver under subparagraph
(D)(ii)” after ‘“‘paragraph (1)(C)”’.

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1) TRAFFICKING VICTIMS PROTECTION ACT OF
2000.—Section 110(b) of the Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C.
7107(b)), as amended by subsections (a) and
(b), is further amended—

(A) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘spe-
cial watch list”” and inserting ‘‘Tier 2 watch
list”’;

(ii) in subparagraph (C)—

(I) in the subparagraph heading, by strik-
ing ‘‘SPECIAL WATCH LIST” and inserting
“TIER 2 WATCH LIST”’; and

(IT) by striking ‘‘special watch list’’ and in-
serting ‘“‘Tier 2 watch list’’; and

(iii) in subparagraph (D)—

(I) in the subparagraph heading, by strik-
ing ‘‘SPECIAL WATCH LIST” and inserting
“TIER 2 WATCH LIST”’; and

(IT) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘special watch
list”” and inserting ‘“Tier 2 watch list’’;

(B) in paragraph (3)(B), in the matter pre-
ceding clause (i), by striking ‘‘clauses (i),
(ii), and (iii) of”’; and

(C) in paragraph (4)—

(i) in subparagraph (A), in the matter pre-
ceding clause (i), by striking ‘‘each country
described in paragraph (2)(A)(ii)’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘each country described in paragraph
(2)(A)”’; and

(ii) in subparagraph (D)(ii), by striking
‘“‘the Special Watch List” and inserting ‘‘the
Tier 2 watch list”.

(2) FREDERICK DOUGLASS TRAFFICKING VIC-
TIMS PREVENTION AND PROTECTION REAUTHOR-
IZATION ACT OF 2018.—Section 204(b)(1) of the
Frederick Douglass Trafficking Victims Pre-
vention and Protection Reauthorization Act
of 2018 (Public Law 115-425) is amended by
striking ‘‘special watch list’’ and inserting
“Tier 2 watch list”’.

(3) BIPARTISAN CONGRESSIONAL TRADE PRI-
ORITIES AND ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 2015.—
Section 106(b)(6)(E)(iii) of the Bipartisan
Congressional Trade Priorities and Account-
ability Act of 2015 (19 U.S.C. 4205(b)(6)(E)(iii)
is amended by striking ‘‘under section’ and
all that follows and inserting ‘‘under section
110(b)(2)(A) of the Trafficking Victims Pro-
tection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7107(b)(2)(A))”.
SEC. 6105. MODIFICATIONS TO THE PROGRAM TO

END MODERN SLAVERY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1298 of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2017 (22 U.S.C. 7114) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(1), by striking ‘‘Not
later than 90 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act’” and inserting ‘‘Not later
than 90 days after the date of the enactment
of the International Trafficking Victims
Protection Reauthorization Act of 2023’;

(2) in subsection (g)—

(A) by striking ‘““APPROPRIATIONS” in the
heading and all that follows through ‘‘There
is authorized” and inserting ‘‘APPROPRIA-
TIONS .—There is authorized’’; and

(B) by striking paragraph (2); and

(3) in subsection (h)(1), by striking ‘‘Not
later than September 30, 2018, and September
30, 2020 and inserting ‘‘Not later than Sep-
tember 30, 2023, and September 30, 2027"°.

(b) ELIGIBILITY.—To be eligible for funding
under the Program to End Modern Slavery of
the Office to Monitor and Combat Traf-
ficking in Persons, a grant recipient shall—
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(1) publish the names of all subgrantee or-
ganizations on a publicly available website;
or

(2) if the subgrantee organization expresses
a security concern, the grant recipient shall
relay such concerns to the Secretary of
State, who shall transmit annually the
names of all subgrantee organizations in a
classified annex to the chairs of the appro-
priate congressional committees (as defined
in section 1298(i) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act of 2017 (22 U.S.C. 7114(i))).

(c) AWARD OF FUNDS.—AIll grants issued
under the program referred to in subsection
(b) shall be—

(1) awarded on a competitive basis; and

(2) subject to the regular congressional no-
tification procedures applicable with respect
to grants made available under section
1298(b) of the National Defense Authorization
Act of 2017 (22 U.S.C. 7114(b)).

SEC. 6106. CLARIFICATION OF NONHUMANI-
TARIAN, NONTRADE-RELATED FOR-
EIGN ASSISTANCE.

(a) CLARIFICATION OF SCOPE OF WITHHELD
ASSISTANCE.—Section 110(d)(1) of the Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22
U.S.C. 7107(d)(1)) is amended to read as fol-
lows:

‘(1) WITHHOLDING OF ASSISTANCE.—The
President has determined that—

““(A) the United States will not provide
nonhumanitarian, nontrade-related foreign
assistance to the central government of the
country or funding to facilitate the partici-
pation by officials or employees of such cen-
tral government in educational and cultural
exchange programs, for the subsequent fiscal
year until such government complies with
the minimum standards or makes significant
efforts to bring itself into compliance; and

‘“(B) the President will instruct the United
States Executive Director of each multilat-
eral development bank and of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund to vote against, and
to use the Executive Director’s best efforts
to deny, any loan or other utilization of the
funds of the respective institution to that
country (other than for humanitarian assist-
ance, for trade-related assistance, or for de-
velopment assistance that directly addresses
basic human needs, is not administered by
the central government of the sanctioned
country, and is not provided for the benefit
of that government) for the subsequent fiscal
yvear until such government complies with
the minimum standards or makes significant
efforts to bring itself into compliance.”’.

(b) DEFINITION OF NON-HUMANITARIAN,
NONTRADE RELATED ASSISTANCE.—Section
103(10) of the Trafficking Victims Protection
Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7102(10)) is amended to
read as follows:

‘“(10) NONHUMANITARIAN,
LATED FOREIGN ASSISTANCE.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘nonhumani-
tarian, nontrade-related foreign assistance’
means—

‘(i) United States foreign assistance, other
than—

‘“(I) with respect to the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961—

“‘(aa) assistance for international narcotics
and law enforcement under chapter 8 of part
I of such Act (22 U.S.C. 2291 et seq.);

‘“(bb) assistance for International Disaster
Assistance under subsections (b) and (c) of
section 491 of such Act (22 U.S.C. 2292);

‘‘(cc) antiterrorism assistance under chap-
ter 8 of part II of such Act (22 U.S.C. 2349aa
et seq.); and

‘‘(dd) health programs under chapters 1 and
10 of part I and chapter 4 of part II of such
Act (22 U.S.C. 2151 et seq.);

“(IT) assistance under the Food for Peace
Act (7T U.S.C. 1691 et seq.);

‘“(ITII) assistance under sections 2(a), (b),
and (c) of the Migration and Refugee Assist-
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ance Act of 1962 (22 U.S.C. 2601(a), (b), (¢)) to
meet refugee and migration needs;

“(IV) any form of United States foreign as-
sistance provided through nongovernmental
organizations, international organizations,
or private sector partners—

‘“‘(aa) to combat human and wildlife traf-
ficking;

“‘(bb) to promote food security;

‘‘(ce) to respond to emergencies;

‘(dd) to provide humanitarian assistance;

‘‘(ee) to address basic human needs, includ-
ing for education;

‘“(ff) to advance global health security; or

‘‘(gg) to promote trade; and

(V) any other form of United States for-
eign assistance that the President deter-
mines, by not later than October 1 of each
fiscal year, is necessary to advance the secu-
rity, economic, humanitarian, or global
health interests of the United States without
compromising the steadfast U.S. commit-
ment to combatting human trafficking glob-
ally; or

‘‘(ii) sales, or financing on any terms,
under the Arms Export Control Act (22
U.S.C. 2751 et seq.), other than sales or fi-
nancing provided for narcotics-related pur-
poses following notification in accordance
with the prior notification procedures appli-
cable to reprogrammings pursuant to section
634A of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22
U.S.C. 2394-1).

‘“(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘nonhumani-
tarian, nontrade-related foreign assistance’
shall not include payments to or the partici-
pation of government entities necessary or
incidental to the implementation of a pro-
gram that is otherwise consistent with sec-
tion 110.”.

SEC. 6107. EXPANDING PROTECTIONS FOR DO-
MESTIC WORKERS OF OFFICIAL AND
DIPLOMATIC VISA HOLDERS.

Section 203(b) of the William Wilberforce
Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2008 (8 U.S.C. 1375¢c(b)) is amended
by inserting after paragraph (4) the fol-
lowing:

*“(5) NATIONAL EXPANSION OF IN-PERSON REG-
ISTRATION PROGRAM.—The Secretary shall ad-
minister the Domestic Worker In-Person
Registration Program for employees with A—
3 visas or G-5 visas employed by accredited
foreign mission members or international or-
ganization employees and shall expand this
program nationally, which shall include—

““(A) after the arrival of each such em-
ployee in the United States, and annually
during the course of such employee’s em-
ployment, a description of the rights of such
employee under applicable Federal and State
law; and

‘“(B) provision of a copy of the pamphlet
developed pursuant to section 202 to the em-
ployee with an A-3 visa or a G-5 visa; and

“‘(C) information on how to contact the Na-
tional Human Trafficking Hotline.

¢“(6) MONITORING AND TRAINING OF A-3 AND
G—5 VISA EMPLOYERS ACCREDITED TO FOREIGN
MISSIONS AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZA-
TIONS.—The Secretary shall—

“‘(A) inform embassies, international orga-
nizations, and foreign missions of the rights
of A-3 and G-5 domestic workers under the
applicable labor laws of the United States,
including the fair labor standards described
in the pamphlet developed pursuant to sec-
tion 202. Information provided to foreign
missions, embassies, and international orga-
nizations should include material on labor
standards and labor rights of domestic work-
er employees who hold A-3 and G-5 visas;

‘(B) inform embassies, international orga-
nizations, and foreign missions of the poten-
tial consequences to individuals holding a
nonimmigrant visa issued pursuant to sub-
paragraph (A)(1), (A)di), (G)i), (G)(i), or



July 13, 2023

(G)(dii) of section 101(a)(15) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15))
who violate the laws described in subclause
(I(aa), including (at the discretion of the
Secretary)—

‘(i) the suspension of A-3 visas and G-5
visas;

‘“(ii) request for waiver of immunity;

¢‘(iii) criminal prosecution;

‘(iv) civil damages; and

‘(v) permanent revocation of or refusal to
renew the visa of the accredited foreign mis-
sion or international organization employee;
and

‘“(C) require all accredited foreign mission
and international organization employers of
individuals holding A-3 visas or G-5 visas to
report the wages paid to such employees on
an annual basis.”.

SEC. 6108. EFFECTIVE DATES.

Sections 6104(b) and 6106 and the amend-
ments made by those sections take effect on
the date that is the first day of the first full
reporting period for the report required by
section 110(b)(1) of the Trafficking Victims
Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7107(b)(1))
after the date of the enactment of this Act.

TITLE LXII—AUTHORIZATION OF

APPROPRIATIONS
EXTENSION OF AUTHORIZATIONS
UNDER THE VICTIMS OF TRAF-
FICKING AND VIOLENCE PROTEC-
TION ACT OF 2000.

Section 113 of the Victims of Trafficking
and Violence Protection Act of 2000 (22
U.S.C. 7110) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking 2018
through 2021, $13,822,000" and inserting ‘2024
through 2027, $17,000,000"’; and

(2) in subsection (¢)(1)—

(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘2018 through 2021,
$65,000,000"" and inserting ‘2024 through 2027,
$102,500,000, of which $22,000,000 shall be made
available each fiscal year to the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment and the remainder of’’;

(B) in subparagraph (C), by striking ¢
and” at the end and inserting a semicolon;

(C) in subparagraph (D), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(D) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(E) to fund programs to end modern slav-
ery, in an amount not to exceed $37,500,000
for each of the fiscal years 2024 through
20217.”.

SEC. 6202. EXTENSION OF AUTHORIZATIONS
UNDER THE INTERNATIONAL
MEGAN’S LAW.

Section 11 of the International Megan’s
Law to Prevent Child Exploitation and Other
Sexual Crimes Through Advanced Notifica-
tion of Traveling Sex Offenders (34 U.S.C.
21509) is amended by striking ‘2018 through
2021’ and inserting ‘‘2024 through 2027’.

TITLE LXIII—BRIEFINGS
SEC. 6301. BRIEFING ON ANNUAL TRAFFICKING
IN PERSON’S REPORT.

Not later than 30 days after the public des-
ignation of country tier rankings and subse-
quent publishing of the Trafficking in Per-
sons Report, the Secretary of State shall
brief the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate and the Committee on Foreign
Affairs of the House of Representatives on—

(1) countries that were downgraded or up-
graded in the most recent Trafficking in Per-
sons Report; and

(2) the efforts made by the United States
to improve counter-trafficking efforts in
those countries, including foreign govern-
ment efforts to better meet minimum stand-
ards to eliminate human trafficking.

SEC. 6302. BRIEFING ON USE AND JUSTIFICATION
OF WAIVERS.

Not later than 30 days after the President

has determined to issue a waiver under sec-

SEC. 6201.
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tion 110(d)(5) of the Trafficking Victims Pro-
tection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7107(d)(5)), the
Secretary of State shall brief the Committee
on Foreign Relations of the Senate and the
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House
of Representatives on—

(a) each country that received a waiver;

(b) the justification for each such waiver;
and

(c) a description of the efforts made by
each country to meet the minimum stand-
ards to eliminate human trafficking.

SA 289. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle D of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1269. ENHANCED COOPERATION WITH
ASEAN.

(a) STATEMENT OF POLICY ON DEEPENING CO-
OPERATION WITH ASEAN.—It is the policy of
the United States—

(1) to reaffirm the United States-ASEAN
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, estab-
lished in 2022 following 45 years of Dialogue
Partnership;

(2) to enhance United States-ASEAN co-
operation in support of an open, transparent,
resilient, inclusive and rules-based regional
architecture in the Indo-Pacific;

(3) to support regular, high-level United
States official engagement with ASEAN, in-
cluding the participation in the annual
ASEAN Summit held each year;

(4) to enhance cooperation with ASEAN
member states, as appropriate, as well as
with the institution of ASEAN and the
ASEAN Secretariat, including through the
United States Mission to ASEAN, led by the
United States Ambassador to ASEAN; and

(5) to welcome the decision in-principle by
ASEAN to admit Timor-Leste to be ASEAN’s
11th member state and to encourage United
States support to Timor-Leste in its capac-
ity as an official ASEAN observer.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS ON THE ESTABLISH-
MENT OF AN ASEAN DELEGATION TO THE
UNITED STATES.—It is the sense of Congress
that—

(1) it is in the United States interest to en-
courage the establishment, at the earliest
opportunity, of an ASEAN delegation to the
United States, to enhance cooperation be-
tween ASEAN and the United States at all
levels; and

(2) the establishment of an ASEAN center
in the United States would support United
States economic and cultural engagement
with Southeast Asia.

(¢c) EXTENSION OF DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITIES
TO THE ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN NA-
TIONS.—The provisions of the International
Organizations Immunities Act (22 U.S.C. 288
et seq.) may be extended to the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations in the same man-
ner, to the same extent, and subject to the
same conditions as such provisions may be
extended to a public international organiza-
tion in which the United States participates
pursuant to any treaty or under the author-
ity of any Act of Congress authorizing such
participation or making an appropriation for
such participation.

SA 290. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
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appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XII, add
the following:

SEC. . MODIFICATION TO PAKISTAN COUN-
TERINSURGENCY CAPABILITY FUND
TO PROVIDE TRANSFER AUTHORITY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 204 of the En-
hanced Partnership with Pakistan Act (22
U.S.C. 8424) is amended to read as follows:
“SEC. 204. TRANSFER AUTHORITY RELATING TO

PAKISTAN COUNTERINSURGENCY
CAPABILITY FUND.

“Notwithstanding any other provision of
law (including regulations), aircraft and
equipment procured with funds authorized to
be appropriated by this Act or appropriated
by prior Acts making appropriations for the
Department of State, foreign operations, and
related programs under the heading ‘Paki-
stan Counterinsurgency Capability Fund’ or
funds appropriated to the Department of De-
fense under the heading ‘Pakistan Counter-
insurgency Fund,” may be used for any other
program and in any region, but should be
transferred, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, to Ukraine and Taiwan on an urgent
basis.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents for the Enhanced Partnership with
Pakistan Act (Public Law 111-73; 22 U.S.C.
8401 note) is amended by striking the item
relating to section 204 and inserting the fol-
lowing:

“Sec. 204. Transfer authority relating to
Pakistan Counterinsurgency
Capability Fund.”.

SA 291. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XII, insert
the following:

SEC. 12 . HAITI CRIMINAL COLLUSION TRANS-
PARENCY REPORTING REQUIRE-
MENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“Haiti Criminal Collusion Trans-
parency Act of 2023”°.

(b) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) According to a United Nations esti-
mate, approximately 167 criminal gangs op-
erated in Haiti in October 2021, exerting ter-
ritorial control over as much as two-thirds
of the country.

(2) Haitian armed criminal gangs, the most
prominent of which are the G9 Family and
Allies and 400 Mawozo gangs, conduct violent
crimes, including murder, rape, arms and
drug trafficking, racketeering, kidnapping,
and blockades of fuel and aid deliveries.
These crimes have perpetuated the ongoing
security and humanitarian crises in Haiti,
which have worsened since the assassination
of President Jovenel Moise on July 7, 2021.

(3) The United Nations Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights and the
Human Rights Service jointly found a 333
percent increase in human rights violations
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and abuses against the rights to life and se-
curity in Haiti between July 2018 and Decem-
ber 2019.

(4) At least 19,000 Haitians were forcibly
displaced during 2021 due to rising criminal
violence.

(5) At least 803 kidnappings were reported
in Haiti during the first 10 months of 2021, in-
cluding the kidnapping of more than 16
United States citizens, giving Haiti having
the highest per capita kidnapping rate of any
country in the world.

(6) There is significant evidence of collu-
sion between criminal gangs and economic
and political elites in Haiti, including mem-
bers of the Haitian National Police, which
has resulted in widespread impunity and di-
rectly contributed to Haiti’s current secu-
rity crisis.

(7) On December 10, 2020, the Office of For-
eign Assets Control of the Department of the
Treasury designated former Haitian National
Police officer Jimmy Chérizier, former Di-
rector General of the Ministry of the Interior
Fednel Monchery, and former Departmental
Delegate Joseph Pierre Richard Duplan
under the Global Magnitsky Human Rights
Accountability Act (subtitle F of title XII of
Public Law 114-328; 22 U.S.C. 2656 note) for
their connections to armed criminal gangs,
including organizing the November 2018 La
Saline massacre.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’” means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate;

(B) the Select Committee on Intelligence
of the Senate;

(C) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives; and

(D) the Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence of the House of Representatives.

(2) ECONOMIC ELITES.—The term ‘‘economic
elites”” means board members, officers, and
executives of groups, committees, corpora-
tions, or other persons and entities that
exert substantial influence or control over
Haiti’s economy, infrastructure, or par-
ticular industries.

(3) INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY.—The term
“‘intelligence community’’ has the meaning
given such term in section 3(4) of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003(4)).

(4) POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC ELITES.—The
term ‘‘political and economic elites’”” means
political elites and economic elites.

(5) POLITICAL ELITES.—The term ‘‘political
elites” means current and former govern-
ment officials and their high-level staff, po-
litical party leaders, and political committee
leaders.

(d) REPORT REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter for the following 5
years, the Secretary of State, in coordina-
tion with the intelligence community, shall
submit a report to the appropriate congres-
sional committees regarding the ties be-
tween criminal gangs and political and eco-
nomic elites in Haiti. The report shall—

(A) identify prominent criminal gangs in
Haiti, describe their criminal activities, and
identify their primary geographic areas of
operations;

(B) identify Haitian political and economic
elites who have links to criminal gangs;

(C) describe in detail the relationship be-
tween the individuals listed pursuant to sub-
paragraph (B) and the criminal gangs identi-
fied pursuant to subparagraph (A);

(D) identify Haitian political and economic
elites with links to criminal activities who
are currently subjected to visa restrictions
or sanctions by the United States, its inter-
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national partners, or the United Nations, in-
cluding information regarding—

(i) the date on which each such Haitian po-
litical or economic elite was designated for
restrictions or sanctions;

(ii) which countries have designated such
Haitian political and economic elites for re-
strictions or sanctions; and

(iii) for Haitian political and economic
elites who were designated by the United
States, the statutory basis for such designa-
tion;

(E) describe in detail how Haitian political
and economic elites use their relationships
with criminal gangs to advance their polit-
ical and economic interests and agenda;

(F) include an assessment of how the na-
ture and extent of collusion between polit-
ical and economic elites and criminal gangs
threatens the Haitian people and United
States national interests and activities in
the country, including the provision of secu-
rity assistance to the Haitian government;
and

(G) include an assessment of potential ac-
tions that the Government of the United
States and the Government of Haiti could
take to address the findings made pursuant
to subparagraph (F).

(2) CONSULTATIONS.—In developing and im-
plementing the report required under para-
graph (1), the Secretary of State shall con-
sult with Haitian diaspora communities in
the United States and civil society organiza-
tions on topics including humanitarian as-
sistance mechanisms for overcoming collu-
sion between Haitian political and economic
elites.

(3) FORM OF REPORT.—The report required
under paragraph (1) shall be submitted in un-
classified form, but may include a classified
annex.

(e) DESIGNATIONS OF POLITICAL AND Eco-
NOMIC ELITES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State, in
coordination with other relevant Federal
agencies and departments, shall identify per-
sons identified pursuant to subparagraphs
(A) and (B) of subsection (d)(1) who may be
subjected to visa restrictions and sanctions
under—

(A) section 7031(c) of the Department of
State, Foreign Operations, and Related Pro-
grams Appropriations Act, 2022 (division K of
Public Law 117-103; 8 U.S.C. 1182 note);

(B) section 1263 of the Global Magnitsky
Human Rights Accountability Act (22 U.S.C.
10102); or

(C) any other provision of law.

(2) IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS.—Not later
than 30 days after the date on which the re-
port is submitted pursuant to subsection (d),
the President shall impose, on individuals
identified pursuant to paragraph (1), to the
extent applicable, the sanctions referred to
in subparagraphs (A) and (B) of such para-
graph.

(3) WAIVER.—The President may waive the
requirements under paragraphs (1) and (2)
with respect to a foreign person if the Presi-
dent certifies and reports to the appropriate
congressional committees before such waiver
is to take effect that such waiver—

(A) would serve a vital national interest of
the United States; or

(B) is necessary for the delivery of humani-
tarian assistance or other assistance that
supports basic human needs.

(4) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The list of per-
sons identified pursuant to subsection
(d)(1)(B) shall be posted on a publicly acces-
sible website of the Department of State be-
ginning on the date on which the report re-
quired under subsection (d)(1) is submitted to
Congress.

(f) SUNSET.—This section shall cease to
have effect on the date that is 5 years after
the date of the enactment of this Act.
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SA 292. Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself,
Mr. TILLIS, and Mr. MORAN) submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XII, insert
the following:

Subtitle =~ —International Children With
Disabilities Protection
SEC. 1. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘“‘Inter-
national Children with Disabilities Protec-
tion Act of 2023”.

SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) stigma and discrimination against chil-
dren with disabilities, particularly intellec-
tual and other developmental disabilities,
and lack of support for community inclusion
have left people with disabilities and their
families economically and socially
marginalized;

(2) organizations of persons with disabil-
ities and family members of persons with
disabilities are often too small to apply for
or obtain funds from domestic or inter-
national sources or ineligible to receive
funds from such sources;

(3) as a result of the factors described in
paragraphs (1) and (2), key stakeholders have
often been left out of public policymaking on
matters that affect children with disabil-
ities; and

(4) financial support, technical assistance,
and active engagement of persons with dis-
abilities and their families is needed to en-
sure the development of effective policies
that protect families, ensure the full inclu-
sion in society of children with disabilities,
and promote the ability of persons with dis-
abilities to live in the community with
choices equal to others.

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:

(1) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’’
means the Department of State.

(2) ELIGIBLE IMPLEMENTING PARTNER.—The
term ‘‘eligible implementing partner’ means
a nongovernmental organization or other
civil society organization that—

(A) has the capacity to administer grants
directly or through subgrants that can be ef-
fectively used by local organizations of per-
sons with disabilities; and

(B) has international expertise in the
rights of persons with disabilities, including
children with disabilities and their families.

(3) ORGANIZATION OF PERSONS WITH DISABIL-
ITIES.—The term ‘‘organization of persons
with disabilities’” means a nongovernmental
civil society organization run by and for per-
sons with disabilities and families of chil-
dren with disabilities.

SEC. 4. STATEMENT OF POLICY.

It is the policy of the United States to—

(1) assist partner countries in developing
policies and programs that recognize, sup-
port, and protect the civil and political
rights of and enjoyment of fundamental free-
doms by persons with disabilities, including
children, such that the latter may grow and
thrive in supportive family environments
and make the transition to independent liv-
ing as adults;

(2) promote the development of advocacy
and leadership skills among persons with dis-
abilities and their families in a manner that
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enables effective civic engagement, includ-
ing at the local, national, and regional lev-
els, and promote policy reforms and pro-
grams that support full economic and civic
inclusion of persons with disabilities and
their families;

(3) promote the development of laws and
policies that—

(A) strengthen families and protect against
the unnecessary institutionalization of chil-
dren with disabilities; and

(B) create opportunities for children and
youth with disabilities to access the re-
sources and support needed to achieve their
full potential to live independently in the
community with choices equal to others;

(4) promote the participation of persons
with disabilities and their families in advo-
cacy efforts and legal frameworks to recog-
nize, support, and protect the civil and polit-
ical rights of and enjoyment of fundamental
freedoms by persons with disabilities; and

(5) promote the sustainable action needed
to bring about changes in law, policy, and
programs to ensure full family inclusion of
children with disabilities and the transition
of children with disabilities to independent
living as adults.

SEC. 5. INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN WITH DIS-
ABILITIES PROTECTION PROGRAM
AND CAPACITY BUILDING.

(a) INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN WITH DISABIL-
ITIES PROTECTION PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to be
established within the Department of State a
program to be known as the ‘‘International
Children with Disabilities Protection Pro-
gram’ (in this section referred to as the
“Program’’) to carry out the policy described
in [section 4].

(2) CRITERIA.—In carrying out the Program
under this section, the Secretary of State, in
consultation with leading civil society
groups with expertise in the protection of
civil and political rights of and enjoyment of
fundamental freedoms by persons with dis-
abilities, may establish criteria for priority
activities under the Program in selected
countries.

(3) DISABILITY INCLUSION GRANTS.—The Sec-
retary of State may award grants to eligible
implementing partners to administer grant
amounts directly or through subgrants.

(4) SUBGRANTS.—An eligible implementing
partner that receives a grant under para-
graph (3) should provide subgrants and, in
doing so, shall prioritize local organizations
of persons with disabilities working within a
focus country or region to advance the pol-
icy described in [section 4].

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Of funds made available in
fiscal years 2024 through 2029 to carry out
the purposes of the Foreign Assistance Act
of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151 et seq), there are au-
thorized to be appropriated to carry out this
subtitle amounts as follows:

(A) $2,000,000 for fiscal year 2024.

(B) $5,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2025
through 2029.

(2) CAPACITY-BUILDING AND TECHNICAL AS-
SISTANCE PROGRAMS.—Of the amounts au-
thorized to be appropriated by paragraph (1),
not less than $1,000,000 for each of fiscal
years 2024 through 2029 should be available
for capacity-building and technical assist-
ance programs to—

(A) develop the leadership skills of persons
with disabilities, legislators, policymakers,
and service providers in the planning and im-
plementation of programs to advance the
policy described in [section 41;

(B) increase awareness of successful models
of the promotion of civil and political rights
and fundamental freedoms, family support,
and economic and civic inclusion among or-
ganizations of persons with disabilities and
allied civil society advocates, attorneys, and
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professionals to advance the policy described
in [section 4]; and

(C) create online programs to train policy-
makers, advocates, and other individuals on
successful models to advance reforms, serv-
ices, and protection measures that enable
children with disabilities to live within sup-
portive family environments and become full
participants in society, which—

(i) are available globally;

(ii) offer low-cost or no-cost training acces-
sible to persons with disabilities, family
members of such persons, and other individ-
uals with potential to offer future leadership
in the advancement of the goals of family in-
clusion, transition to independent living as
adults, and protection measures for children
with disabilities; and

(iii) should be targeted to government pol-
icymakers, advocates, and other potential
allies and supporters among civil society
groups.

SEC. 6. ANNUAL REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION.

(a) ANNUAL REPORT REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not less frequently than
annually through fiscal year 2029, the Sec-
retary of State shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate and
the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the
Committee on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives a report on—

(A) the programs and activities carried out
to advance the policy described in [section
~ 4]; and

(B) any broader work of the Department in
advancing that policy.

(2) ELEMENTS.—Each report required by
paragraph (1) shall include, with respect to
each program carried out under [section

51—

(A) the rationale for the country and pro-
gram selection;

(B) the goals and objectives of the pro-
gram, and the kinds of participants in the
activities and programs supported;

(C) a description of the types of technical
assistance and capacity building provided;
and

(D) an identification of any gaps in funding
or support needed to ensure full participa-
tion of organizations of persons with disabil-
ities or inclusion of children with disabilities
in the program.

(3) CONSULTATION.—In preparing each re-
port required by paragraph (1), the Secretary
of State shall consult with organizations of
persons with disabilities.

SEC. 7. PROMOTING INTERNATIONAL PROTEC-
TION AND ADVOCACY FOR CHIL-
DREN WITH DISABILITIES.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS ON PROGRAMMING
AND PROGRAMS.—It is the sense of Congress
that—

(1) all programming of the Department and
the United States Agency for International
Development related to health systems
strengthening, primary and secondary edu-
cation, and the protection of civil and polit-
ical rights of persons with disabilities should
seek to be consistent with the policy de-
scribed in [section 4]; and

(2) programs of the Department and the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment related to children, global health,
and education—

(A) should—

(i) engage organizations of persons with
disabilities in policymaking and program
implementation; and

(ii) support full inclusion of children with
disabilities in families; and

(B) should aim to avoid support for resi-
dential institutions for children with disabil-
ities except in situations of conflict or emer-
gency in a manner that protects family con-
nections as described in subsection (b).
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(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS ON CONFLICT AND
EMERGENCIES.—It is the sense of Congress
that—

(1) programs of the Department and the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment serving children in situations of
conflict or emergency, among displaced or
refugee populations, or in natural disasters
should seek to ensure that children with and
without disabilities can maintain family
ties; and

(2) in situations of emergency, if children
are separated from parents or have no fam-
ily, every effort should be made to ensure
that children are placed with extended fam-
ily, in kinship care, or in an adoptive or fos-
ter family.

SA 293. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XII, insert
the following:

Subtitle =~ —Peace Corps
SEC. 12 1. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘“‘Peace
Corps Reauthorization Act of 2023”°.

SEC. 12 2. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIA-
TIONS.

Section 3 of the Peace Corps Act (22 U.S.C.
2502) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (b)—

(A) by amending paragraph (1) to read as
follows:

‘(1) There is authorized to be appropriated
$410,500,000 for each of the fiscal years 2024
through 2028 to carry out this Act.”’; and

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘that fis-
cal year and the subsequent fiscal year’” and
inserting ‘‘obligation until the last day of
the subsequent fiscal year’’; and

(2) by redesignating subsection (h) as sub-
section (e).

SEC. 12 3. READJUSTMENT ALLOWANCES FOR
VOLUNTEERS AND VOLUNTEER
LEADERS.

Section 5 of the Peace Corps Act (22 U.S.C.
25604) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘insure
their health” and inserting ‘‘ensure their
safety, their health,”’;

(2) in subsection (¢)—

(A) by striking “‘$125”’ and inserting ‘‘$375"’;

(B) by striking ‘‘his’’ each place such term
appears and inserting ‘‘the volunteer’s’’; and

(C) by striking ‘he” and inserting ‘‘the
volunteer’’;

(3) by redesignating subsection (e) as sub-
section (d);

(4) by inserting after subsection (d), as re-
designated, the following:

‘‘(e) The Director shall consult with health
experts outside of the Peace Corps, including
experts licensed in the field of mental
health, and follow guidance by the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention regarding
the prescription of medications to volun-
teers.”’;

(5) in subsection (h), by striking ‘“he” and
inserting ‘‘the President’’;

(6) in subsection (n)(2)—

(A) by striking ‘‘subsection (e)’’ each place
such term appears and inserting ‘‘subsection
(d)”’; and

(B) by striking ‘“he” and inserting ‘‘the
President’’; and

(7) in subsection (0), by striking ‘‘his’’ each
place such term appears and inserting ‘‘the
volunteer’s”.
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SEC. 12 4. RESTORATION OF VOLUNTEER OP-
PORTUNITIES FOR MAJOR DISRUP-
TIONS TO VOLUNTEER SERVICE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 5 of the Peace
Corps Act (22 U.S.C. 2504), as amended by sec-
tion 12 3, is further amended by adding at
the end the following:

““(q) DISRUPTION OF SERVICE PROTOCOLS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall estab-
lish processes for the safe return to service
of returning Peace Corps volunteers whose
service is interrupted due to mandatory
evacuations of volunteers due to cata-
strophic events or global emergencies of un-
knowable duration, which processes shall in-
clude—

‘“‘(A) the establishment of monitoring and
communications systems, protocols, safety
measures, policies, and metrics for deter-
mining the appropriate approaches for re-
storing volunteer opportunities for evacu-
ated returned volunteers whose service is in-
terrupted by a catastrophic event or global
emergency; and

‘“(B) streamlining, to the fullest extent
practicable, application requirements for the
return to service of such volunteers.

‘“(2) RETURN TO SERVICE.—Beginning on the
date on which any volunteer described in
paragraph (1) returns to service, the Director
shall strive to afford evacuated volunteers,
to the fullest extent practicable, the oppor-
tunity—

‘“(A) to return to their previous country of
service, except for Peace Corps missions in
China; and

‘“(B) to continue their service in the most
needed sectors within the country in which
they had been serving immediately before
their evacuation due to a catastrophic event
or global emergency, except for Peace Corps
missions in China.”.

(b) MEDICAL PERSONNEL.—Section 5A(b) of
the Peace Corps Act (22 U.S.C. 2504a(b)) is
amended, in the matter preceding paragraph
(1), by inserting ‘‘, mental health profes-
sionals’ after ‘‘medical officers’.

(c) VOLUNTEER LEADERS.—Section 6 of the
Peace Corps Act (22 U.S.C. 2505) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking “‘$125”’ and
inserting ‘‘$375°’; and

(2) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘he” and
inserting ‘‘the President’’.

SEC. 12 5. HEALTH CARE CONTINUATION FOR
PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEERS.

Section 5(d) of the Peace Corps Act, as re-
designated by section 12 3(3), is amended to
read as follows:

“(d)(1) Volunteers shall receive such health
care during their service as the Director con-
siders necessary or appropriate, including, if
necessary, services described in section 8B.

‘“(2) Applicants for enrollment shall re-
ceive such health examinations preparatory
to their service, and applicants for enroll-
ment who have accepted an invitation to
begin a period of training under section 8(a)
shall receive, preparatory to their service,
such immunization, dental care, and infor-
mation regarding prescription options and
potential interactions, as may be necessary
and appropriate and in accordance with sub-
section (f).

‘(3) Returned volunteers shall receive the
health examinations described in paragraph
(2) during the 6-month period immediately
following the termination of their service,
including services provided in accordance
with section 8B (except that the 6-month
limitation shall not apply in the case of such
services), as the Director determines nec-
essary or appropriate.

‘“(4) Subject to such conditions as the Di-
rector may prescribe, the health care de-
scribed in paragraphs (1) through (3) for serv-
ing volunteers, applicants for enrollment, or
returned volunteers may be provided in any
facility of any agency of the United States
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Government, and in such cases the amount
expended for maintaining and operating such
facility shall be reimbursed from appropria-
tions available under this Act. Health care
may not be provided under this subsection in
a manner that is inconsistent with the As-
sisted Suicide Funding Restriction Act of
1997 (Public Law 105-12).

‘“(6) Not later than 30 days before the date
on which the period of service of a volunteer
terminates, or 30 days after such termi-
nation date if such termination is the result
of an emergency, the Director, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of Health and
Human Services, shall provide detailed infor-
mation to such volunteer regarding options
for health care after termination other than
health care provided by the Peace Corps, in-
cluding information regarding—

“(A) how to find additional, detailed infor-
mation, including information regarding—

‘(i) the application process and eligibility
requirements for medical assistance through
a State Medicaid plan under title XIX of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et seq.),
or under a waiver of such plan; and

‘“(ii) health care option identification serv-
ices available through the public and private
sectors;

‘(B) where detailed information on health
plans may be obtained; and

“(C) if such volunteer is younger than 26
years of age, the eligibility of such volunteer
to enroll as a dependent child in a group
health plan or health insurance coverage in
which the parent of such volunteer is en-
rolled in such plan or coverage offers such
dependent coverage.

‘“(6) Paragraph (5) shall apply to volunteers
whose periods of service are subject to early
termination.”.

SEC. 12 6. ACCESS TO ANTIMALARIAL DRUGS
AND HYGIENE PRODUCTS FOR
PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEERS.

Section 5A of the Peace Corps Act (22
U.S.C. 2504a) is amended—

(1) by striking subsections (c¢) and (e);

(2) by redesignating subsection (d) as sub-
section (e);

(3) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing:

‘‘(c) ANTIMALARIAL DRUGS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall con-
sult with experts at the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention regarding rec-
ommendations for prescribing malaria pro-
phylaxis, in order to provide the best stand-
ard of care within the context of the Peace
Corps environment.

‘(2) CERTAIN TRAINING.—The Director shall
ensure that each Peace Corps medical officer
serving in a malaria-endemic country re-
ceives training in the recognition of the side
effects of such medications.

‘“(3) CONSULTATION.—The Director shall
consult with the Assistant Secretary of De-
fense for Health Affairs regarding the policy
of using mefloquine in the field as an anti-
malarial prophylactic.

“(d) ACCESS TO HYGIENE PRODUCTS.—Not
later than 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of the Peace Corps Reauthorization
Act of 2023, the Director shall establish a
comprehensive policy to ensure Peace Corps
volunteers who require hygiene products are
able to access such products.”.

SEC. 12 7. CODIFICATION OF CERTAIN EXECU-
TIVE ORDERS RELATING TO EXIST-
ING NONCOMPETITIVE ELIGIBILITY
FEDERAL HIRING STATUS FOR RE-
TURNING VOLUNTEERS AND EXTEN-
SION OF THE PERIOD OF SUCH STA-
TUS.

The Peace Corps Act (22 U.S.C. 2501 et seq.)
is amended by inserting after section 5A the
following:
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“SEC. 5B. CODIFICATION OF EXECUTIVE ORDERS
RELATING TO NONCOMPETITIVE
ELIGIBILITY FEDERAL HIRING STA-
TUS FOR RETURNING VOLUNTEERS.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection
(b), Executive Order 11103 (22 U.S.C. 2504
note; relating to Providing for the Appoint-
ment of Former Peace Corps Volunteers to
the Civilian Career Services), as amended by
Executive Order 12107 (44 Fed. Reg. 1055; re-
lating to the Civil Service Commission and
Labor-Management in the Federal Service),
as in effect on the day before the date of the
enactment of the Peace Corps Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2023, shall remain in effect and
have the full force and effect of law.

‘“(b) PERIOD OF ELIGIBILITY.—

‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

‘“(A) EXECUTIVE AGENCY.—the term ‘Execu-
tive agency’—

‘(i) has the meaning given such term in
section 105 of title 5, United States Code;

‘‘(ii) includes the United States Postal
Service and the Postal Regulatory Commis-
sion; and

¢(iii) does not include the Government Ac-
countability Office.

‘(B) HIRING FREEZE.—The term ‘hiring
freeze’ means any memorandum, Executive
order, or other action by the President that
prohibits an Executive agency from filling
vacant Federal civilian employee positions
or creating new such positions.

‘“(2) IN GENERAL.—The period of eligibility
for noncompetitive appointment to the civil
service provided to an individual under sub-
section (a), including any individual who is
so eligible on the date of the enactment of
the Peace Corps Reauthorization Act of 2023,
shall be extended by the total number of
days, during such period, that—

‘“(A) a hiring freeze for civilian employees
of the executive branch is in effect by order
of the President with respect to any Execu-
tive agency at which the individual has ap-
plied for employment;

‘“(B) there is a lapse in appropriations with
respect to any Executive agency at which
the individual has applied for employment;
or

‘(C) the individual is receiving disability
compensation under section 8142 of title 5,
United States Code, based on the individual’s
service as a Peace Corps volunteer, retro-
active to the date the individual applied for
such compensation.

‘(3) APPLICABILITY.—The period of eligi-
bility for noncompetitive appointment sta-
tus to the civil service under subsection (a)
shall apply to a Peace Corps volunteer—

‘‘(A) whose service ended involuntarily as a
result of a suspension of volunteer oper-
ations by the Director, but may not last
longer than 1 year after the date on which
such service ended involuntarily; or

‘“(B) who re-enrolls as a volunteer in the
Peace Corps after completion of a term of
service.”.

SEC. 12 8. EXTENSION OF PERIOD OF EXISTING
NONCOMPETITIVE ELIGIBILITY FED-
ERAL HIRING STATUS FOR RETURN-
ING VOLUNTEERS.

The Peace Corps Act (22 U.S.C. 2501 et seq.)
is amended by inserting after section 5B, as
added by section 12 7, the following:

“SEC. 5C. EXTENSION OF PERIOD OF EXISTING
NONCOMPETITIVE ELIGIBILITY FED-
ERAL HIRING STATUS FOR RETURN-
ING VOLUNTEERS.

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to section 5B,
Executive Order 11103 (22 U.S.C. 2504 note; re-
lating to Providing for the Appointment of
Former Peace Corps Volunteers to the Civil-
ian Career Services), as amended by Execu-
tive Order 12107 (44 Fed. Reg. 1055; relating to
the Civil Service Commission and Labor-
Management in the Federal Service), as in
effect on the day before the date of the en-
actment of the Peace Corps Reauthorization
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Act of 2023, shall remain in effect and have

the full force and effect of law.

““(b) NONCOMPETITIVE ELIGIBILITY FEDERAL
HIRING STATUS.—Subject to subsection (d),
any volunteer whose Peace Corps service was
terminated after April 1, 2020, and who has
been certified by the Director as having sat-
isfactorily completed a full term of service,
may be appointed not later than 2 years
after completion of qualifying service to a
position in any United States department,
agency, or establishment in the competitive
service under title 5, United States Code,
without competitive examination, in accord-
ance with such regulations and conditions as
may be prescribed by the Director of the Of-
fice of Personnel Management.

‘‘(¢c) EXTENSION.—The appointing authority
may extend the noncompetitive appointment
eligibility under subsection (b) to not more
than 3 years after a volunteer’s separation
from the Peace Corps if the volunteer, fol-
lowing such service, was engaged in—

‘(1) military service;

‘“(2) the pursuit of studies at a recognized
institution of higher learning; or

‘“(3) other activities which, in the view of
the appointing authority, warrant an exten-
sion of such eligibility.

‘(d) EXCEPTION.—The appointing authority
may not extend the noncompetitive appoint-
ment eligibility under subsection (b) to any
volunteer who chooses to be subject to early
termination.”.

SEC. 12 9. COMPREHENSIVE ILLEGAL DRUG USE
POLICY WITH RESPECT TO PEACE
CORPS VOLUNTEERS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Peace Corps Act (22
U.S.C. 2501 et seq.) is amended by inserting
after section 8I (22 U.S.C. 2507i) the fol-
lowing:

“SEC. 8J. COMPREHENSIVE ILLEGAL DRUG USE
POLICY WITH RESPECT TO PEACE
CORPS VOLUNTEERS.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall de-
velop and implement a comprehensive drug
use policy with respect to Peace Corps volun-
teers. The policy shall—

‘(1) establish a zero tolerance policy re-
garding volunteer or trainee involvement
with illegal drugs; and

‘“(2) require that every case of volunteer or
trainee illegal drug involvement be brought
immediately to the attention of relevant
Peace Corps leadership, including the Direc-
tor, and be reported expeditiously by the
Peace Corps to the Office of the Inspector
General.

‘“(b) CONSULTATION.—In developing the pol-
icy described in subsection (a), the Director
may consult with and incorporate, as appro-
priate, the recommendations and views of ex-
perts in the field of substance abuse, and
shall consult with the Committee on Foreign
Affairs of the House of Representatives and
the Committee on Foreign Relations of the
Senate.”.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Director shall submit a report to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate
and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives describing the ille-
gal drug use policy developed and imple-
mented under section 8J of the Peace Corps
Act, as added by subsection (a).

SEC. 12 0. PROTECTION OF PEACE CORPS VOL-
UNTEERS AGAINST REPRISAL OR
RETALIATION.

Section 8G of the Peace Corps Act (22
U.S.C. 2507g) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

‘‘(d) PROHIBITION AGAINST REPRISAL OR RE-
TALIATION.—

‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

““(A) COVERED OFFICIAL OR OFFICE.—The
term ‘covered official or office’ means—

‘(i) any Peace Corps employee, including
an employee of the Office of Inspector Gen-
eral;
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‘‘(ii) a Member of Congress or a designated
representative of a committee of Congress;

‘‘(iii) an Inspector General (other than the
Inspector General for the Peace Corps);

‘“(iv) the Government Accountability Of-
fice;

‘“(v) any authorized official of the Depart-
ment of Justice or other Federal law enforce-
ment agency; and

‘“(vi) a United States court, including any
Federal grand jury.

‘“(B) RELIEF.—The term ‘relief’ includes all
affirmative relief necessary to make a volun-
teer whole, including monetary compensa-
tion, equitable relief, compensatory dam-
ages, and attorney fees and costs.

“(C) REPRISAL OR RETALIATION.—The term
‘reprisal or retaliation’ means taking,
threatening to take, or initiating adverse ad-
ministrative action against a volunteer be-
cause the volunteer made a report described
in subsection (a) or otherwise disclosed to a
covered official or office any information
pertaining to waste, fraud, abuse of author-
ity, misconduct, mismanagement, violations
of law, or a significant threat to health and
safety, if the activity or occurrence com-
plained of is based upon the reasonable belief
of the volunteer.

‘“(2) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the
Peace Corps shall take all reasonable meas-
ures, including through the development and
implementation of a comprehensive policy,
to prevent and address reprisal or retaliation
against a volunteer by any Peace Corps offi-
cer or employee, or any other person with
supervisory authority over the volunteer
during the volunteer’s period of service.

“(3) REPORTING AND INVESTIGATION; RE-
LIEF.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—A volunteer may report
a complaint or allegation of reprisal or retal-
iation—

‘(i) directly to the Inspector General of
the Peace Corps, who may conduct such in-
vestigations and make such recommenda-
tions with respect to the complaint or alle-
gation as the Inspector General considers ap-
propriate; and

‘(i) through other channels provided by
the Peace Corps, including through the proc-
ess for confidential reporting implemented
pursuant to subsection (a).

‘(B) RELIEF.—The Director of the Peace
Corps—

‘(i) may order any relief for an affirmative
finding of a proposed or final resolution of a
complaint or allegation of reprisal or retal-
iation in accordance with policies, rules, and
procedures of the Peace Corps; and

‘“(ii) shall ensure that such relief is
promptly provided to the volunteer.

‘“(4) APPEAL.—

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A volunteer may submit
an appeal to the Director of the Peace Corps
of any proposed or final resolution of a com-
plaint or allegation of reprisal or retaliation.

“(B) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this paragraph may be construed to affect
any other right of recourse a volunteer may
have under any other provision of law.

“(5) NOTIFICATION OF RIGHTS AND REM-
EDIES.—The Director of the Peace Corps shall
ensure that volunteers are informed in writ-
ing of the rights and remedies provided
under this section.

‘“(6) DISPUTE MEDIATION.—The Director of
the Peace Corps shall offer the opportunity
for volunteers to resolve disputes concerning
a complaint or allegation of reprisal or retal-
iation through mediation in accordance with
procedures developed by the Peace Corps.

“(7) VOLUNTEER COOPERATION.—The Direc-
tor of the Peace Corps may take such dis-
ciplinary or other administrative action, in-
cluding termination of service, with respect
to a volunteer who unreasonably refuses to
cooperate with an investigation into a com-
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pliant or allegation of reprisal or retaliation

conducted by the Inspector General of the

Peace Corps.”.

SEC. 12 1. PEACE CORPS NATIONAL ADVISORY
COUNCIL.

Section 12 of the Peace Corps Act (22
U.S.C. 2511) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)(2)—

(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘‘(subject to subsection
(d)(1)) conduct on-site inspections, and make
examinations, of the activities of the Peace
Corps in the United States and in other
countries in order to’’;

(B) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘and”
at the end;

(C) by redesignating subparagraph (D) as
subparagraph (G); and

(D) by inserting after subparagraph (C) the
following:

‘(D) make recommendations for utilizing
the expertise of returned Peace Corps volun-
teers in fulfilling the goals of the Peace
Corps;

“(E) make recommendations on strength-
ening diversity, equity, inclusion, and acces-
sibility principles in the workforce and daily
work of the Peace Corps, including by—

‘(i) increasing the recruitment of volun-
teers from diverse backgrounds and better
supporting such volunteers during their
training and enrollment in the Peace Corps;

‘(i) increasing and sustaining a diverse
and inclusive workforce through data collec-
tion, anti-harassment and anti-discrimina-
tion measures, recruitment, retention, pro-
fessional development, and promotion and
leadership initiatives that also consider the
work and roles of contractors;

‘“(iii) ensuring that advisory committees
and boards represent the diversity of the
agency; and

‘(iv) 1increasing opportunities in oper-
ations, programming, and procurement
through work with partners and commu-
nities that are underrepresented or tradi-
tionally marginalized;

“(F) make recommendations to reduce any
financial barriers to application, training, or
enrollment in the Peace Corps, including
medical expenses and other out-of-pocket
costs; and”’;

(2) in subsection (c), by amending para-
graph (2) to read as follows:

‘“(2)(A) The Council shall be composed of 7
members who are United States citizens and
are not being paid as officers or employees of
the Peace Corps or of any other United
States Government entity.

“(B) Of the 7 members of the Council—

‘(i) 1 member shall be appointed by the
President;

‘(ii) 3 members shall be appointed by the
President pro tempore of the Senate, of
which—

“(I) 2 members shall be appointed upon the
recommendation of the leader in the Senate
of the political party that is not the political
party of the President;

‘(IT1) 1 member shall be appointed upon the
recommendation of the leader in the Senate
of the political party of the President; and

“(III) at least 2 members shall be former
Peace Corps volunteers; and

‘“(iii) 3 members shall be appointed by the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, of
which—

“(I) 2 members shall be appointed upon the
recommendation of the leader in the House
of Representatives of the political party that
is not the political party of the President;

‘(IT1) 1 member shall be appointed upon the
recommendation of the leader in the House
of Representatives of the political party of
the President; and

“(IIT) at least 2 members shall be former
Peace Corps volunteers.
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“(C) Council members shall be appointed
to 2-year terms. No member of the Council
may serve for more than 2 consecutive 2-year
terms.

‘(D) Not later than 30 days after any va-
cancy occurs on the Council, the Director
shall appoint an individual to fill such va-
cancy. Any Council member appointed to fill
a vacancy occurring before the expiration of
the term for which the member’s predecessor
was appointed—

‘(i) shall be appointed for the remainder of
such term; and

‘(ii) may only serve on the Council for 1
additional 2-year term.

‘“(E)(i) Except as provided in clause (ii),
Council members shall not be subject to laws
relating to Federal employment, including
laws relating to hours of work, rates of com-
pensation, leave, unemployment compensa-
tion, and Federal employee benefits.

‘(ii) Notwithstanding clause (i), Council
members shall be deemed to be Federal em-
ployees for purposes of—

““(I) chapter 81 of title 5, United States
Code (relating to compensation for work-re-
lated injuries);

‘“(IT) chapter 11 of title 18, United States
Code (relating to conflicts of interest);

“(III) chapter 171 of title 28, United States
Code (relating to tort claims); and

““(IV) section 3721 of title 31 (relating to
claims for damage to, or loss of, personal
property incident to service).

‘“(F) Council members shall serve at the
pleasure of the Director. The Council may
remove a member from the Council by a vote
of 5 members if the Council determines that
such member—

‘(i) committed malfeasance in office;

‘‘(ii) persistently neglected, or was unable
to successfully discharge, his or her duties
on the Council; or

“(iii) committed an
moral turpitude.’’;

(3) in subsection (g)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘and at its first regular
meeting in each calendar year thereafter’”
and inserting ‘‘at its first meeting each sub-
sequent calendar year’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:
“The Chair and Vice Chair shall each serve
in such capacity for a period not to exceed 2
years. The Director may renew the term of
members appointed as Chair and Vice Chair
under this subsection.”’;

(4) in subsection (h), by amending para-
graph (1) to read as follows:

‘(1) The Council shall hold 1 regular meet-
ing per quarter of each calendar year at a
date and time to be determined by the Chair
of the Council or at the call of the Direc-
tor.”; and

(5) by adding at the end the following:

“(k) INDEPENDENCE OF INSPECTOR GEN-
ERAL.—None of the activities or functions of
the Council authorized under subsection
(b)(2) may undermine the independence or
supersede the duties of the Inspector General
of the Peace Corps.”.

SEC. 12 2. MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT WITH
BUREAU OF DIPLOMATIC SECURITY
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE.

(a) QUINQUENNIAL REVIEW AND UPDATE.—
Not later than 180 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, and at least once
every 5 years thereafter, the Director of the
Peace Corps and the Assistant Secretary of
State for Diplomatic Security shall—

(1) review the Memorandum of Agreement
between the Bureau of Diplomatic Security
of the Department of State and the Peace
Corps regarding security support and protec-
tion of Peace Corps volunteers, and staff
members abroad; and

(2) update such Memorandum of Agree-
ment, as appropriate.

(b) NOTIFICATION.—

offense involving
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(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the Peace
Corps and the Assistant Secretary of State
for Diplomatic Security shall jointly submit
any update to the Memorandum of Agree-
ment under subsection (a) to—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives.

(2) TIMING OF NOTIFICATION.—Each written
notification submitted pursuant to para-
graph (1) shall be submitted not later than 30
days before the update referred to in such
paragraph takes effect.

SEC. 12 3. CLARIFICATION REGARDING ELIGI-
~ BILITY OF UNITED STATES NATION-
ALS.

The Peace Corps Act (22 U.S.C. 2501 et
seq.), as amended by this subtitle, is further
amended—

(1) in section 7(a)(5) (22 U.S.C. 2506(a)(5)),
by striking ‘““United States citizens” each
place such term appears and inserting
“United States nationals of American Samoa
and citizens of the United States’’;

(2) in section 8(b) (22 U.S.C. 2507(b)), by in-
serting ““United States nationals of Amer-
ican Samoa and’’ after ‘‘training for’’;

(3) in section 10(b) (22 U.S.C. 2509(b)), strik-
ing ‘‘any person not a citizen or resident of
the United States’” and inserting ‘‘any per-
son who is not a United States national of
American Samoa nor a citizen or resident of
the United States’’; and

(4) in section 12(g) (22 U.S.C. 2511(g), by in-
serting “‘United States nationals of Amer-
ican Samoa or’’ after ‘‘who are”’.

SEC. 12 4. SEXUAL ASSAULT ADVISORY COUN-
CIL.

(a) REPORT AND EXTENSION OF THE SEXUAL
ASSAULT ADVISORY COUNCIL.—Section 8D of
the Peace Corps Act (22 U.S.C. 2507d) is
amended—

(1) by striking subsection (d) and inserting
the following:

‘“(d) REPORTS.—On an annual basis through
the date specified in subsection (g), the
Council shall submit a report to the Director
of the Peace Corps, the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate, the Committee
on Appropriations of the Senate, the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of
Representatives, and the Committee on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives
that describes its findings based on the re-
views conducted pursuant to subsection (c)
and includes relevant recommendations.
Each such report shall be made publicly
available.”’; and

(2) in subsection (g), by striking ‘“‘October
1, 2023’ and inserting ‘‘October 1, 2028".

SEC. 12 5. SUSPENSION WITHOUT PAY.

Section 7 of the Peace Corps Act (22 U.S.C.
2506) is amended by inserting after sub-
section (a) the following:

“(b) SUSPENSION WITHOUT PAY.—(1) The
Peace Corps may suspend (without pay) any
employee appointed or assigned under this
section if the Director has determined that
the employee engaged in serious misconduct
that could impact the efficiency of the serv-
ice and could lead to removal for cause.

‘“(2) Any employee for whom a suspension
without pay is proposed under this sub-
section shall be entitled to—

‘“(A) written notice stating the specific
reasons for such proposed suspension;

‘“(B)(1) up to 15 days to respond orally or in
writing to such proposed suspension if the
employee is assigned in the United States; or

‘“(ii) up to 30 days to respond orally or in
writing to such proposed suspension if the
employee is assigned outside of the United
States;

‘“(C) representation by an attorney or
other representative, at the employee’s own
expense;
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‘(D) a written decision, including the spe-
cific reasons for such decision, as soon as
practicable;

‘“‘(BE) a process through which the employee
may submit an appeal to the Director of the
Peace Corps not later than 10 business days
after the issuance of a written decision; and

‘“(F) a final decision personally rendered
by the Director of the Peace Corps not later
than 30 days after the receipt of such appeal.

“(3) Notwithstanding any other provision
of law, a final decision under paragraph
(2)(F) shall be final and not subject to fur-
ther review.

‘“(4) If the Director fails to establish mis-
conduct by an employee under paragraph (1)
and no disciplinary action is taken against
such employee based upon the alleged
grounds for the suspension, the employee
shall be entitled to reinstatement, back pay,
full benefits, and reimbursement of attorney
fees of up to $20,000.”.

SEC. 12 6. OCEANIA PEACE CORPS PARTNER-
SHIPS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Director of the Peace Corps shall submit
a report to Congress containing strategies
for reasonably and safely expanding the
number of Peace Corps volunteers in the
Indo-Pacific countries of Oceania, with the
goals of—

(1) expanding the presence of the Peace
Corps to all currently feasible locations in
the Indo-Pacific countries of Oceania; and

(2) working with regional and inter-
national partners of the United States to ex-
pand the presence of Peace Corps volunteers
in low-income communities in the Indo-Pa-
cific countries of Oceania in support of cli-
mate resilience initiatives.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
subsection (a) shall—

(1) assess the factors contributing to the
current absence of the Peace Corps and its
volunteers in the Indo-Pacific countries of
Oceania;

(2) examine potential remedies that in-
clude working with United States Govern-
ment agencies and regional governments, in-
cluding governments of United States al-
lies—

(A) to increase the health infrastructure
and medical evacuation capabilities of the
Indo-Pacific countries of Oceania to better
support the safety of Peace Corps volunteers
while in those countries;

(B) to address physical safety concerns
that have decreased the ability of the Peace
Corps to operate in the Indo-Pacific coun-
tries of Oceania; and

(C) to increase transportation infrastruc-
ture in the Indo-Pacific countries of Oceania
to better support the travel of Peace Corps
volunteers and their access to necessary fa-
cilities;

(3) evaluate the potential to expand the de-
ployment of Peace Corps Response volun-
teers to help the Indo-Pacific countries of
Oceania address social, economic, and devel-
opment needs of their communities that re-
quire specific professional expertise; and

(4) explore potential new operational mod-
els to address safety and security needs of
Peace Corps volunteers in the Indo-Pacific
countries of Oceania, including—

(A) changes to volunteer deployment dura-
tions; and

(B) scheduled redeployment of volunteers
to regional or United States-based
healthcare facilities for routine physical and
behavioral health evaluation.

(c) VOLUNTEERS IN LOW-INCOME OCEANIA
COMMUNITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In examining the poten-
tial to expand the presence of Peace Corps
volunteers in low-income communities in
the Indo-Pacific countries of Oceania under



July 13, 2023

subsection (a)(2), the Director of the Peace
Corps shall consider the development of ini-
tiatives described in paragraph (2).

(2) INITIATIVES DESCRIBED.—Initiatives de-
scribed in this paragraph are volunteer ini-
tiatives that help the Indo-Pacific countries
of Oceania address social, economic, and de-
velopment needs of their communities, in-
cluding by—

(A) addressing, through appropriate resil-
ience-based interventions, the vulnerability
that communities in the Indo-Pacific coun-
tries of Oceania face as result of extreme
weather, severe environmental change, and
other climate related trends; and

(B) improving, through smart infrastruc-
ture principles, access to transportation and
connectivity infrastructure that will help
address the economic and social challenges
that communities in the Indo-Pacific coun-
tries of Oceania confront as a result of poor
or nonexistent infrastructure.

(d) INDO-PACIFIC COUNTRIES OF OCEANIA DE-
FINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘Indo-Pa-
cific countries of Oceania’” means Fiji,
Kiribati, Republic of the Marshall Islands,
Micronesia, Nauru, Palau, Papua New Guin-
ea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu,
and Vanuatu.

SEC. 12 7. REPORTS.

(a) REPORT ON MENTAL HEALTH EVALUATION
STANDARDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Director of the Peace Corps shall submit a
report to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions of the Senate and the Committee on
Foreign Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives containing the guidelines and stand-
ards used to evaluate the mental health of
Peace Corps applicants prior to their Peace
Corps service.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall include the following ele-
ments:

(A) A detailed description of mental health
screening guidelines and evaluation stand-
ards used by the Peace Corps to determine
medical eligibility of applicants for service,
including a description of the most common
mental health conditions of applicants.

(B) Specific standards in the mental health
screening process that could lead to an appli-
cant’s disqualification from service, and a
description of how these determinations are
made.

(C) A description of any expedited mental
health clearance process for severe or recent
symptom presentation.

(D) A description of periods of stability re-
lated to certain mental health conditions
and symptoms recommended prior to an ap-
plicant’s clearance to serve.

(E) An assessment of the impact of updated
mental health evaluation guidance, includ-
ing a comparison of mental health related
volunteer medevacs in years before and after
updated guidelines were implemented.

(F) A review of these screening guidelines,
conducted by a panel of certified and quali-
fied medical professionals in the TUnited
States, that evaluates these standards based
on scientific evidence and mental health re-
search and proposes relevant updates or ad-
ditions to current guidance.

(b) REPORT ON VOLUNTEER MEDICAL EVACU-
ATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than the first
May 1 occurring after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, and annually thereafter for
5 years, the Director of the Peace Corps shall
submit a report to the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of
Representatives regarding volunteer medical
and mental health evacuations.
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(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall include the following ele-
ments:

(A) The number of Peace Corps volunteer
medical and mental health evacuations dur-
ing the previous year.

(B) A breakdown of these evacuations into
medical and mental health evacuation cat-
egories.

(C) The estimated cost of these evacu-
ations for each year, including a breakdown
of costs between medical and mental health
evacuation categories.

SEC. 12 8. TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING
AMENDMENTS.

The Peace Corps Act (22 U.S.C. 2501 et
seq.), as amended by this subtitle, is further
amended—

(1) by amending section 1 to read as fol-
lows:

“SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

‘‘(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited
as the ‘Peace Corps Act’.

‘“(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of
contents for this Act is as follows:

“TITLE I—-THE PEACE CORPS

‘“‘Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
‘‘Sec. 2. Declaration of purpose.

‘“‘Sec. 2A. Peace Corps as an independent
agency.

‘“Sec. 3. Authorization.

‘‘Sec. 4. Director of the Peace Corps and del-
egation of functions.

‘“‘Sec. 5. Peace Corps volunteers.

‘“Sec. HA. Health care for volunteers at
Peace Corps posts.

‘“‘Sec. 5B. Codification of Executive orders
relating to noncompetitive eli-
gibility Federal hiring status
for returning volunteers.

“Sec. 5C. Extension of period of existing
noncompetitive eligibility Fed-
eral hiring status for returning
volunteers.

‘“Sec. 6. Peace Corps volunteer leaders.

‘‘Sec. 7. Peace Corps employees.

‘“Sec. 8. Volunteer training.

“Sec. 8A. Sexual assault risk-reduction and
response training.

‘“‘Sec. 8B. Sexual assault policy.

‘“Sec. 8C. Office of Victim Advocacy.

“Sec. 8D. Establishment of Sexual Assault
Advisory Council.

‘“Sec. 8E. Volunteer feedback and Peace
Corps review.

‘“‘Sec. 8F. Establishment of a policy on
stalking.

‘‘Sec. 8G. HEstablishment of a confidentiality
protection policy.

‘“Sec. 8H. Removal and assessment and eval-
uation.

‘“‘Sec. 8I. Reporting requirements.

‘““‘Sec. 8J. Comprehensive illegal drug use
policy with respect to Peace
Corps volunteers.

‘“Sec. 9. Participation of foreign nationals.

‘‘Sec. 10. General powers and authorities.

‘‘Sec. 11. Reports.

‘““Sec. 12. Peace Corps National Advisory
Council.

‘“Sec. 13. Experts and consultants.

‘‘Sec. 14. Detail of personnel to foreign gov-
ernments and international or-
ganizations.

“Sec. 15. Utilization of funds.

‘“Sec. 16. Foreign Currency Fluctuations Ac-
count.

““Sec. 17. Use of foreign currencies.

‘“Sec. 18. Activities promoting Americans’
understanding of other peoples.

‘“‘Sec. 19. Exclusive right to seal and name.

‘‘Sec. 22. Security investigations.

‘“Sec. 23. Universal Military Training and
Service Act.

‘‘Sec. 24. Foreign language proficiency.

‘‘Sec. 25. Nonpartisan appointments.

““Sec. 26. Definitions.
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‘“Sec. 27. Construction.

‘“Sec. 28. Effective date.

“TITLE II—AMENDMENT OF INTERNAL
REVENUE CODE AND SOCIAL SECURITY
ACT

“TITLE III—-ENCOURAGEMENT OF
VOLUNTARY SERVICE PROGRAMS

“Sec. 301. ’;

(2) in section 2(a) (22 U.S.C. 2501(a))—

(A) by striking ‘‘help the peoples’ and in-
serting ‘“‘partner with the peoples’’; and

(B) by striking ‘“‘manpower’ and inserting
“individuals’’;

(3) in section 3 (22 U.S.C. 2502)—

(A) by redesignating subsection (h) as sub-
section (e); and

(B) in subsection (e), as redesignated, by
striking ‘‘disabled people’’ each place such
term appears and inserting ‘‘people with dis-
abilities’’;

(4) in section 4(b) (22 U.S.C. 2503(b))—

(A) by striking ‘“him” and inserting ‘‘the
President’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘he’’ and inserting ‘‘the Di-
rector’’; and

(C) by striking ‘‘of his subordinates’ and
all that follows through ‘‘functions.”” and in-
serting ‘‘subordinate of the Director the au-
thority to perform any such function.”’;

() in section 5 (22 U.S.C. 2504)—

(A) in subsection (c¢), by striking ‘‘: Pro-
vided, however,”” and all that follows through
‘“‘the amount” and inserting ‘. Under such
circumstances as the President may deter-
mine, the accrued readjustment allowance,
or any part thereof, may be paid to the vol-
unteer, members of the volunteer’s family,
or others, during the period of the volun-
teer’s service, or prior to the volunteer’s re-
turn to the United States. In the event of the
volunteer’s death during the period of his
service, the amount’’;

(B) in subsection (h), by striking ‘“he may
determine’” and inserting ‘‘the President
may determine’’; and

(C) in subsection (0) by striking ‘‘the date
of his departure’ and all that follows and in-
serting ‘‘the date of the volunteer’s depar-
ture from the volunteer’s place of residence
to enter training until not later than 3
months after the termination of the volun-
teer’s service.”’;

(6) in section 6(3) (22 U.S.C. 2505(3)), by
striking by striking ‘‘he may determine’ and
inserting ‘‘the President may determine’’;

(7) in section 7 (22 U.S.C. 2506)—

(A) in subsection (a), by moving para-
graphs (7) and (8) 2 ems to the left; and

(B) in subsection (b), as redesignated, by
striking ‘‘in his discretion’’ and inserting ‘‘in
the President’s discretion’’;

(8) in section 8A (22 U.S.C. 2507a)—

(A) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘his or
her’” and inserting ‘‘the volunteer’s’’;

(B) in subsection (d)(2), by inserting ‘‘the”’
before ‘‘information’; and

(C) in subsection (f)—

(i) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking ‘‘his or
her’”’ each place such phrase appears and in-
serting ‘‘the volunteer’s’’; and

(ii) in paragraph (4)(A), by striking ‘‘his or
her’”’ and inserting ‘‘the person’s’’;

(9) in section 8C(a) (22 U.S.C. 2507c(a)), in
the subsection heading, by striking ‘VIc-
TIMS’ and inserting ‘“VICTIM’;

(10) in section 8E (22 U.S.C. 2507e)—

(A) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (c¢),,”” and inserting ‘‘subsection (c),”’;
and

(B) in subsection (e)(1)(F), by striking
‘““Peace Corp’s mission” and inserting ‘‘Peace
Corps’ mission’’;

(11) in section 9 (22 U.S.C. 2508)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘under which he was ad-
mitted or who fails to depart from the
United States at the expiration of the time
for which he was admitted” and inserting
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‘“‘under which such person was admitted or
who fails to depart from the United States at
the expiration of the period for which such
person was admitted’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘Act proceedings’ and in-
serting ‘‘Act. Removal proceedings’’;

(12) in section 10 (22 U.S.C. 2509)—

(A) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘he may
prescribe’ and inserting ‘‘the President may
prescribe’’;

(B) in subsection (d), by striking ‘‘section
3709 of the Revised Statutes of the United
States, as amended, section 302 of the Fed-
eral Property and Administrative Services
Act of 1949”; and by inserting ‘‘sections
3101(a), 3101(c), 3104, 3106, 3301(b)(2), and 6101
of title 41, United States Code’’; and

(C) in subsection (j), by striking ‘‘of this
section.”’;

(13) in section 12(d)(1)(b) (22 TU.S.C.
2511(d)(1)(b)), by striking ‘‘his or her’ and in-
serting ‘‘the member’s’’;

(14) in section 14 (22 U.S.C. 2513)—

(A) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘his agen-
cy’”’ and inserting ‘‘such agency’’; and

(B) in subsection (b)—

(i) by striking ‘‘his allowance’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘the’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘he’’;

(15) in section 15 (22 U.S.C. 2514)—

(A) in subsection (c¢), by striking ‘‘that
Act” and inserting ‘‘that subchapter’’; and

(B) in subsection (d)(7), by striking ‘‘his
designee’ and inserting ‘‘the Director’s des-
ignee’’;

(16) in section 19(a) (22 U.S.C. 2518(a)), by
striking ‘‘he shall determine” and inserting
‘‘the President shall determine’’;

(17) in section 23 (22 U.S.C. 2520)—

(A) in the section heading, by striking
‘‘UNIVERSAL MILITARY TRAINING AND SERVICE”’
and inserting ‘‘MILITARY SELECTIVE SERVICE’’;
and

(B) by striking ‘‘Universal Military Train-
ing and Service Act’’ and inserting ‘‘Military
Selective Service Act (60 U.S.C. 3801 et
seq.)”’;

(18) in section 24—

(A) by striking ‘‘he’ each place such term
appears and inserting ‘‘the volunteer’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘his”’ and inserting ‘‘the
volunteer’s’’;

(19) in section 26—

(A) by redesignating paragraphs (2)
through (9) as paragraphs (3) through (10), re-
spectively;

(B) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing:

‘(2) The term ‘Director’ means the Direc-
tor of the Peace Corps.”’;

(C) in paragraph (5), as redesignated, by
striking ‘‘he or she’’ and inserting ‘‘the med-
ical officer’’;

(D) in paragraph (7), as redesignated, by
striking “‘5(m)’’ and inserting ‘‘5(n)’’; and

(E) in paragraph (10), as redesignated—

(i) by redesignating clauses (i) and (ii) as
subparagraphs (A) and (B), respectively; and

(ii) in subparagraph (A), as redesignated,
by striking ‘‘section 5(f)’ and inserting ‘‘sec-
tion 5(e)’’; and

(20) in section 301(a), by striking ‘‘man-
power”’ each place such term appears and in-
serting ‘“‘individuals’.

SA 294. Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by her to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:
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At the end of subtitle H of title V, add the
following:

SEC. 584. ARMED FORCES SURVEYS.

Section 481(c) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (3), (4), and
(5) as paragraphs (4), (5), and (6), respec-
tively; and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

“(3) Indicators of the assault (including un-
wanted sexual contact) that give reason to
believe that the victim was targeted, or dis-
criminated against, or both, for their real or
perceived sexual orientation or status in a
group as described under subsections (b) or
(c), and any other factor considered appro-
priate by the Secretary.”.

SA 295. Mr. BENNET submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . EMERGING TECHNOLOGY LEADS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COVERED AGENCY.—The term ‘‘covered
agency’’ means—

(A) an agency listed in section 901(b) of
title 31, United States Code; or

(B) an element of the intelligence commu-
nity, as defined in section 3 of the National
Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003).

(2) COVERED INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered individual’’ means—

(A) an individual serving in a Senior Exec-
utive Service position, as that term is de-
fined in section 3132 of title 5, United States
Code;

(B) an individual who—

(i) is serving in a position to which section
5376 of title 5, United States Code, applies;
and

(ii) has a significant amount of seniority
and experience, as determined by the head of
the applicable covered agency; and

(C) another individual who is the equiva-
lent of an individual described in subpara-
graph (A) or (B), as determined by the head
of the applicable covered agency.

(b) APPOINTMENT OR DESIGNATION.—The
head of each covered agency that is substan-
tially engaged in the development, applica-
tion, or oversight of emerging technologies
shall appoint or designate a covered indi-
vidual as an emerging technology lead to—

(1) advise the covered agency on the re-
sponsible use of emerging technologies, in-
cluding artificial intelligence;

(2) provide expertise on responsible policies
and practices;

(3) collaborate with interagency coordi-
nating bodies; and

(4) provide input for procurement policies.

(c) INFORMING CONGRESS.—Not later than
180 days after the date of enactment of this
Act, the President shall—

(1) inform Congress of each covered agency
for which a covered individual has been ap-
pointed or designated as an emerging tech-
nology lead under subsection (b); and

(2) provide to Congress a description of the
authorities and responsibilities of the cov-
ered individuals described in paragraph (1).

SA 296. Mr. BENNET submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
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propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle G of title X, insert
the following:

SEC. . TASK FORCE ON ARTIFICIAL INTEL-
LIGENCE GOVERNANCE AND OVER-
SIGHT.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
President shall appoint a task force to assess
the privacy, civil rights, and civil liberties
implications of artificial intelligence (re-
ferred to in this section as the ‘“AI Task
Force™).

(b) MEMBERSHIP OF AI TASK FORCE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The AI Task Force shall
include—

(A) the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget or his or her designee;

(B) the Director of the National Institute
of Standards and Technology or his or her
designee;

(C) the Director of the Office of Science
and Technology Policy or his or her des-
ignee;

(D) the Assistant Director of the Direc-
torate for Technology, Innovation, and Part-
nerships at the National Science Founda-
tion;

(E) the Secretary of Health and Human
Services or his or her designee;

(F) the Secretary of Transportation or his
or her designee;

(G) the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development or his or her designee;

(H) the Comptroller General of the United
States or his or her designee;

(I) the Chairman of the Federal Trade
Commission or his or her designee;

(J) the Chairperson of the Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Commission or his or her
designee;

(K) the Chair of the Council of Inspectors
General on Integrity and Efficiency or his or
her designee;

(L) the Principal Deputy Assistant Attor-
ney General for the Civil Rights Division of
the Department of Justice or his or her des-
ignee;

(M) the chief privacy and civil liberties of-
ficers for the following agencies:

(i) the Department of State;

(ii) the Department of the Treasury;

(iii) the Department of Defense;

(iv) the Department of Justice;

(v) the Department of Health and Human
Services;

(vi) the Department of Homeland Security;

(vii) the Department of Commerce;

(viii) the Department of Labor;

(ix) the Department of Education; and

(x) the Office of the Director of National
Intelligence;

(N) the Chair of the Privacy and Civil Lib-
erties Oversight Board;

(O) the Chair of the National Artificial In-
telligence Advisory Committee’s Sub-
committee on Artificial Intelligence and
Law Enforcement;

(P) any other governmental representative
determined necessary by the President; and

(Q) not fewer than 6, but not more than 10,
representatives from civil society, including
organizational leaders with expertise in
technology, privacy, civil liberties, and civil
rights, representatives from industry, and
representatives from academia, as appointed
by the President.

(2) TASK FORCE CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR.—The
President shall designate a Chair and Vice
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Chair of the AI Task Force from among its
members.

(¢) DUTIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The AI Task Force shall—

(A) assess existing policy, regulatory, and
legal gaps for artificial intelligence (referred
to in this section as ‘“AI’’) applications and
associated data, as of the date of enactment
of this Act; and

(B) make recommendations to Congress
and the President for legislative and regu-
latory reforms to ensure that uses of artifi-
cial intelligence and associated data in Fed-
eral Government operations comport with
freedom of expression, equal protection, pri-
vacy, civil liberties, civil rights, and due
process.

(2) SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS.—The assess-
ments and recommendations under para-
graph (1) shall—

(A) address—

(i) the application of Federal antidiscrimi-
nation laws to Federal Government use of
AT;

(ii) the application of Federal disparate
impact standards to Federal Government use
of AT,

(iii) artificial intelligence validation and
auditing for Federal Government use of AI;

(iv) artificial intelligence risk and impact
assessment reporting regarding Federal Gov-
ernment use of AI; and

(v) institutional changes to ensure sus-
tained assessment and recurring guidance on
privacy and civil liberties implications of ar-
tificial intelligence applications, emerging
technologies, and associated data;

(B) include recommendations regarding—

(i) baseline standards for Federal Govern-
ment use of biometric identification tech-
nologies, including facial recognition,
voiceprint, gait recognition, and keyboard
entry technologies;

(ii) proposals to address any gaps in Fed-
eral law, including regulations, with respect
to facial recognition technologies in order to
enhance protections of privacy, civil lib-
erties, and civil rights of individuals in the
United States;

(iii) baseline standards for the protection
and integrity of data in the custody of the
Federal Government; and

(iv) best practices and contractual require-
ments to strengthen protections for privacy,
information security, fairness, non-
discrimination, auditability, and account-
ability in artificial intelligence systems and
technologies and associated data procured by
the Federal Government; and

(C) assess—

(i) whether existing and proposed AI regu-
lations are appropriately balanced against
critical law enforcement and national secu-
rity needs;

(ii) ongoing efforts to regulate commercial
development and fielding of artificial intel-
ligence and associated data in light of pri-
vacy, civil liberties, and civil rights implica-
tions, and, as appropriate, consider and rec-
ommend institutional or organizational
changes to facilitate applicable regulation;
and

(iii) the utility of establishing a new orga-
nization within the Federal Government to
provide ongoing governance for and over-
sight over the fielding of artificial intel-
ligence technologies by Federal agencies as
technological capabilities evolve over time,
including—

(I) the review of Federal funds used for the
procurement and development of artificial
intelligence; and

(IT) the enforcement of Federal law for
commercial artificial intelligence products
used in government.

(3) ORGANIZATIONAL CONSIDERATIONS.—In
conducting the assessments required under
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this subsection, the AI Task Force shall con-
sider—

(A) the organizational placement, struc-
ture, composition, authorities, and resources
that a new organization would require to
provide ongoing guidance and baseline stand-
ards for—

(i) the Federal Government’s development,
acquisition, and fielding of artificial intel-
ligence systems to ensure the systems com-
port with privacy, civil liberties, and civil
rights and civil liberties law, including
guardrails for their use; and

(ii) providing transparency to oversight en-
tities and the public regarding Federal Gov-
ernment use of artificial systems and the
performance of those systems;

(B) the existing interagency and intra-
agency efforts to address AI oversight;

(C) the need for and scope of national secu-
rity carve-outs, and any limitations or pro-
tections that should be built into any such
carve-outs; and

(D) the research, development, and applica-
tion of new technologies to mitigate privacy
and civil liberties risks inherent in artificial
intelligence systems.

(d) POWERS OF THE TASK FORCE.—

(1) HEARINGS.—The Task Force may, for
the purpose of carrying out this section, hold
hearings, sit and act at times and places,
take testimony, and receive evidence as the
Al Task Force considers appropriate.

(2) POWERS OF MEMBERS AND AGENTS.—Any
member of the AI Task Force may, upon au-
thorization by the AI Task Force, take any
action that the AI Task Force is authorized
to take under this section.

(3) OBTAINING OFFICIAL DATA.—Subject to
applicable privacy laws and relevant regula-
tions, the AI Task Force may secure directly
from any department or agency of the
United States information and data nec-
essary to enable it to carry out this section.
Upon written request of the Chair of the AI
Task Force, the head or acting representa-
tive of that department or agency shall fur-
nish the requested information to the AI
Task Force not later than 30 days after re-
ceipt of the request.

(e) OPERATING RULES AND PROCEDURE.—

(1) INITIAL MEETING.—The AI Task Force
shall meet not later than 30 days after the
date on which a majority of the members of
the AI Task Force have been appointed.

(2) VOTING.—Each member of the AI Task
Force shall have 1 vote.

(3) RECOMMENDATIONS.—The AI Task Force
shall adopt recommendations only upon a
majority vote.

(4) QUORUM.—A majority of the members of
the AI Task Force shall constitute a
quorum, but a lesser number of members
may hold meetings, gather information, and
review draft reports from staff.

(f) STAFF.—

(1) PERSONNEL.—The chairperson of the AI
Task Force may appoint staff to inform, sup-
port, and enable AI Task Force members in
the fulfillment of their responsibilities. A
staff member may not be a local, State, or
Federal elected official or be affiliated with
or employed by, such an elected official dur-
ing the duration of the AI Task Force.

(2) DETAILEES.—The head of any Federal
department or agency may detail, on a non-
reimbursable basis, any of the personnel of
that department or agency to the AI Task
Force to assist the AI Task Force in car-
rying out its purposes and functions.

(3) SECURITY CLEARANCES FOR MEMBERS AND
STAFF.—The appropriate Federal depart-
ments or agencies shall cooperate with the
AI Task Force in expeditiously providing to
the AI Task Force members and staff appro-
priate security clearances to the extent pos-
sible pursuant to existing procedures and re-
quirements, except that no person may be
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provided with access to classified informa-
tion under this section without the appro-
priate security clearances.

(4) EXPERT CONSULTANTS.—AsS needed, the
AI Task Force may commission intermittent
research or other information from experts
and provide stipends for engagement con-
sistent with relevant statutes and regula-
tions.

(g) ASSISTANCE FROM PRIVATE SECTOR.—

(1) PRIVATE ENGAGEMENT.—The Chair of the
Al Task Force may engage with representa-
tives from a private sector organization for
the purpose of carrying out the mission of
the AI Task Force, and any such engagement
shall not be subject to chapter 10 of title 5,
United States Code.

(2) TEMPORARY ASSIGNMENT OF PER-
SONNEL.—The Chair of the AI Task Force,
with the agreement of a private sector orga-
nization, may arrange for the temporary as-
signment of employees of the organization to
the Task Force in accordance with para-
graphs (1) and (4) of subsection (f).

(3) DURATION.—An assignment under this
subsection may, at any time and for any rea-
son, be terminated by the Chair or the pri-
vate sector organization concerned and shall
be for a total period of not more than 18
months.

(h) APPLICATION OF ETHICS RULES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—AnNn employee of a private
sector organization assigned under sub-
section (g)—

(A) shall be deemed to be a special govern-
ment employee for purposes of Federal law,
including chapter 11 of title 18, United States
Code, and chapter 135 of title 5, United
States Code; and

(B) notwithstanding section 202(a) of title
18, United States Code, may be assigned to
the Task Force for a period of not longer
than 18 months.

(2) NO FINANCIAL LIABILITY.—Any agree-
ment subject to this subsection shall require
the private sector organization concerned to
be responsible for all costs associated with
the assignment of an employee under sub-
section (g).

(i) REPORTING.—

(1) INTERIM REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not
later than 1 year after the establishment of
the AI Task Force, the AI Task Force shall
prepare and submit an interim report to Con-
gress and the President containing the AI
Task Force’s legislative and regulatory rec-
ommendations.

(2) UPDATES.—The AI Task Force shall pro-
vide periodic updates to the President and to
Congress.

(3) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 18
months after the establishment of the AI
Task Force, the AI Task Force shall prepare
and submit a final report to the President
and to Congress containing its assessment on
organizational considerations, to include any
recommendations for organizational
changes.

(j) OTHER EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES.—At
any time before the submission of the final
report under subsection (i)(3), the AI Task
Force may recommend to Congress the cre-
ation of a similar task force focused on an-
other emerging technology.

(k) SUNSET.—The AI Task Force shall ter-
minate on the date that is 18 months after
the establishment of the AI Task Force
under subsection (a).

SA 297. Mr. BENNET (for himself and
Mr. HICKENLOOPER) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
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and for defense activities of the De-

partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-

tary personnel strengths for such fiscal

year, and for other purposes; which was

ordered to lie on the table; as follows:
At the end, add the following:

DIVISION F—COLORADO OUTDOOR
RECREATION
SEC. 6001. SHORT TITLE.

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Colo-
rado Outdoor Recreation and Economy Act’’.
SEC. 6002. DEFINITION OF STATE.

In this division, the term ‘‘State” means
the State of Colorado.

TITLE LXI—CONTINENTAL DIVIDE
SEC. 6101. DEFINITIONS.

In this title:

(1) COVERED AREA.—The term ‘‘covered
area’ means any area designated as wilder-
ness by the amendments to section 2(a) of
the Colorado Wilderness Act of 1993 (16
U.S.C. 1132 note; Public Law 103-77) made by
section 6102(a).

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of Agriculture.

(3) WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AREA.—The
term ‘‘Wildlife Conservation Area’ means, as
applicable—

(A) the Porcupine Gulch Wildlife Conserva-
tion Area designated by section 6104(a);

(B) the Williams Fork Mountains Wildlife
Conservation Area designated by section
6105(a); and

(C) the Spraddle Creek Wildlife Conserva-
tion Area designated by section 6106(a).

SEC. 6102. COLORADO WILDERNESS ADDITIONS.

(a) DESIGNATION.—Section 2(a) of the Colo-
rado Wilderness Act of 1993 (16 U.S.C. 1132
note; Public Law 103-77) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (18), by striking ‘1993,”
and inserting ‘1993, and certain Federal land
within the White River National Forest that
comprises approximately 6,896 acres, as gen-
erally depicted as ‘Proposed Ptarmigan Peak
Wilderness Additions’ on the map entitled
‘Proposed Ptarmigan Peak Wilderness Addi-
tions’ and dated June 24, 2019,”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘4(23) HOLY CROSS WILDERNESS ADDITION.—
Certain Federal land within the White River
National Forest that comprises approxi-
mately 3,866 acres, as generally depicted as
‘Proposed Megan Dickie Wilderness Addi-
tion’ on the map entitled ‘Holy Cross Wilder-
ness Addition Proposal’ and dated June 24,
2019, which shall be incorporated into, and
managed as part of, the Holy Cross Wilder-
ness designated by section 102(a)(5) of Public
Law 96-560 (94 Stat. 3266).

¢“(24) HOOSIER RIDGE WILDERNESS.—Certain
Federal land within the White River Na-
tional Forest that comprises approximately
5,235 acres, as generally depicted as ‘Pro-
posed Hoosier Ridge Wilderness’ on the map
entitled ‘Tenmile Proposal’ and dated April
22, 2022, which shall be known as the ‘Hoosier
Ridge Wilderness’.

¢“(25) TENMILE WILDERNESS.—Certain Fed-
eral land within the White River National
Forest that comprises approximately 7,624
acres, as generally depicted as ‘Proposed
Tenmile Wilderness’ on the map entitled
‘Tenmile Proposal’ and dated May 1, 2023,
which shall be known as the ‘Tenmile Wil-
derness’.

¢‘(26) EAGLES NEST WILDERNESS ADDITIONS.—
Certain Federal land within the White River
National Forest that comprises approxi-
mately 7,634 acres, as generally depicted as
‘Proposed Freeman Creek Wilderness Addi-
tion’ and ‘Proposed Spraddle Creek Wilder-
ness Addition’ on the map entitled ‘Eagles
Nest Wilderness Additions Proposal’ and
dated April 26, 2022, which shall be incor-
porated into, and managed as part of, the Ea-
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gles Nest Wilderness designated by Public
Law 94-352 (90 Stat. 870).”.

(b) APPLICABLE LAW.—Any reference in the
Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.) to the
effective date of that Act shall be considered
to be a reference to the date of enactment of
this Act for purposes of administering a cov-
ered area.

(c) FIRE, INSECTS, AND DISEASES.—In ac-
cordance with section 4(d)(1) of the Wilder-
ness Act (16 U.S.C. 1133(d)(1)), the Secretary
may carry out any activity in a covered area
that the Secretary determines to be nec-
essary for the control of fire, insects, and
diseases, subject to such terms and condi-
tions as the Secretary determines to be ap-
propriate.

(d) GRAZING.—The grazing of livestock on a
covered area, if established before the date of
enactment of this Act, shall be permitted to
continue subject to such reasonable regula-
tions as are considered to be necessary by
the Secretary, in accordance with—

(1) section 4(d)(4) of the Wilderness Act (16
U.S.C. 1133(d)(4)); and

(2) the guidelines set forth in the report of
the Committee on Interior and Insular Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives accom-
panying H.R. 5487 of the 96th Congress (H.
Rept. 96-617).

(e) COORDINATION.—For purposes of admin-
istering the Federal land designated as wil-
derness by paragraph (26) of section 2(a) of
the Colorado Wilderness Act of 1993 (16
U.S.C. 1132 note; Public Law 103-77) (as added
by subsection (a)(2)), the Secretary shall, as
determined to be appropriate for the protec-
tion of watersheds, coordinate the activities
of the Secretary in response to fires and
flooding events with interested State and
local agencies.

SEC. 6103. WILLIAMS FORK MOUNTAINS POTEN-
TIAL WILDERNESS.

(a) DESIGNATION.—In furtherance of the
purposes of the Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 1131
et seq.), certain Federal land in the White
River National Forest in the State, com-
prising approximately 8,036 acres, as gen-
erally depicted as ‘‘Proposed Williams Fork
Mountains Wilderness” on the map entitled
“Williams Fork Mountains Proposal” and
dated June 24, 2019, is designated as a poten-
tial wilderness area.

(b) MANAGEMENT.—Subject to valid exist-
ing rights and except as provided in sub-
section (d), the potential wilderness area
designated by subsection (a) shall be man-
aged in accordance with—

(1) the Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 1131 et
seq.); and

(2) this section.

(¢) LIVESTOCK USE OF VACANT ALLOT-
MENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, in
accordance with applicable laws (including
regulations), the Secretary shall publish a
determination regarding whether to author-
ize livestock grazing or other use by live-
stock on the vacant allotments known as—

(A) the “‘Big Hole Allotment’’; and

(B) the ‘“‘Blue Ridge Allotment’’.

(2) MODIFICATION OF ALLOTMENTS.—In pub-
lishing a determination pursuant to para-
graph (1), the Secretary may modify or com-
bine the vacant allotments referred to in
that paragraph.

(3) PERMIT OR OTHER AUTHORIZATION.—NoOt
later than 1 year after the date on which a
determination of the Secretary to authorize
livestock grazing or other use by livestock is
published under paragraph (1), if applicable,
the Secretary shall grant a permit or other
authorization for that livestock grazing or
other use in accordance with applicable laws
(including regulations).

(d) RANGE IMPROVEMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary permits
livestock grazing or other use by livestock
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on the potential wilderness area under sub-
section (c), the Secretary, or a third party
authorized by the Secretary, may use motor-
ized or mechanized transport or equipment
for purposes of constructing or rehabili-
tating such range improvements as are nec-
essary to obtain appropriate livestock man-
agement objectives (including habitat and
watershed restoration).

(2) TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY.—The au-
thority provided by this subsection termi-
nates on the date that is 2 years after the
date on which the Secretary publishes a posi-
tive determination under subsection (c)(3).

(e) DESIGNATION AS WILDERNESS.—

(1) DESIGNATION.—The potential wilderness
area designated by subsection (a) shall be
designated as wilderness, to be known as the
“Williams Fork Mountains Wilderness’—

(A) effective not earlier than the date that
is 180 days after the date of enactment this
Act; and

(B) on the earliest of—

(i) the date on which the Secretary pub-
lishes in the Federal Register a notice that
the construction or rehabilitation of range
improvements under subsection (d) is com-
plete;

(ii) the date described in subsection (d)(2);
and

(iii) the effective date of a determination
of the Secretary not to authorize livestock
grazing or other use by livestock under sub-
section (c)(1).

(2) ADMINISTRATION.—Subject to valid ex-
isting rights, the Secretary shall manage the
Williams Fork Mountains Wilderness in ac-
cordance with the Colorado Wilderness Act
of 1993 (16 U.S.C. 1132 note; Public Law 103-
77), except that any reference in that Act to
the effective date of that Act shall be consid-
ered to be a reference to the date on which
the Williams Fork Mountains Wilderness is
designated in accordance with paragraph (1).

SEC. 6104. PORCUPINE GULCH WILDLIFE CON-
SERVATION AREA.

(a) DESIGNATION.—Subject to valid existing
rights, the approximately 8,287 acres of Fed-
eral land located in the White River National
Forest, as generally depicted as ‘‘Proposed
Porcupine Gulch Wildlife Conservation
Area’ on the map entitled ‘‘Porcupine Gulch
Wildlife Conservation Area Proposal’ and
dated June 24, 2019, are designated as the
“Porcupine Gulch Wildlife Conservation
Area’” (referred to in this section as the
“Wildlife Conservation Area’).

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the Wild-
life Conservation Area are—

(1) to conserve and protect a wildlife mi-
gration corridor over Interstate 70; and

(2) to conserve, protect, and enhance for
the benefit and enjoyment of present and fu-
ture generations the wildlife, scenic,
roadless, watershed, and ecological resources
of the Wildlife Conservation Area.

(c) MANAGEMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall man-
age the Wildlife Conservation Area—

(A) in a manner that conserves, protects,
and enhances the purposes described in sub-
section (b); and

(B) in accordance with—

(i) the Forest and Rangeland Renewable
Resources Planning Act of 1974 (16 U.S.C. 1600
et seq.);

(ii) any other applicable laws (including
regulations); and

(iii) this section.

(2) USES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall only
allow such uses of the Wildlife Conservation
Area as the Secretary determines would fur-
ther the purposes described in subsection (b).
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(B) RECREATION.—The Secretary may per-
mit such recreational activities in the Wild-
life Conservation Area that the Secretary de-
termines are consistent with the purposes
described in subsection (b).

(C) MOTORIZED VEHICLES AND MECHANIZED
TRANSPORT; NEW OR TEMPORARY ROADS.—

(i) MOTORIZED VEHICLES AND MECHANIZED
TRANSPORT.—Except as provided in clause
(iii), the wuse of motorized vehicles and
mechanized transport in the Wildlife Con-
servation Area shall be prohibited.

(ii) NEW OR TEMPORARY ROADS.—Except as
provided in clause (iii) and subsection (e), no
new or temporary road shall be constructed
within the Wildlife Conservation Area.

(iii) EXCEPTIONS.—Nothing in clause (i) or
(ii) prevents the Secretary from—

(I) authorizing the use of motorized vehi-
cles or mechanized transport for administra-
tive purposes;

(IT) constructing temporary roads or per-
mitting the use of motorized vehicles or
mechanized transport to carry out pre- or
post-fire watershed protection projects;

(IIT) authorizing the use of motorized vehi-
cles or mechanized transport to carry out ac-
tivities described in subsection (d) or (e); or

(IV) responding to an emergency.

(D) COMMERCIAL TIMBER.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (ii), no
project shall be carried out in the Wildlife
Conservation Area for the purpose of har-
vesting commercial timber.

(ii) LIMITATION.—Nothing in clause (i) pre-
vents the Secretary from harvesting or sell-
ing a merchantable product that is a byprod-
uct of an activity authorized under this sec-
tion.

(d) FIRE, INSECTS, AND DISEASES.—The Sec-
retary may carry out any activity, in ac-
cordance with applicable laws (including reg-
ulations), that the Secretary determines to
be necessary to manage wildland fire and
treat hazardous fuels, insects, and diseases
in the Wildlife Conservation Area, subject to
such terms and conditions as the Secretary
determines to be appropriate.

(e) REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS.—
Nothing in this section or section 6110(f) pre-
cludes the Secretary from authorizing, in ac-
cordance with applicable laws (including reg-
ulations) and subject to valid existing rights,
the use of the subsurface of the Wildlife Con-
servation Area to construct, realign, oper-
ate, or maintain regional transportation
projects, including Interstate 70 and the Ei-
senhower-Johnson Tunnels.

(f) WATER.—Section 3(e) of the James Peak
Wilderness and Protection Area Act (Public
Law 107-216; 116 Stat. 1058) shall apply to the
Wildlife Conservation Area.

SEC. 6105. WILLIAMS FORK MOUNTAINS WILD-
LIFE CONSERVATION AREA.

(a) DESIGNATION.—Subject to valid existing
rights, the approximately 3,528 acres of Fed-
eral land in the White River National Forest
in the State, as generally depicted as ‘‘Pro-
posed Williams Fork Mountains Wildlife
Conservation Area’” on the map entitled
“Williams Fork Mountains Proposal” and
dated June 24, 2019, are designated as the
“Williams Fork Mountains Wildlife Con-
servation Area’ (referred to in this section
as the ‘“‘Wildlife Conservation Area’’).

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the Wild-
life Conservation Area are to conserve, pro-
tect, and enhance for the benefit and enjoy-
ment of present and future generations the
wildlife, scenic, roadless, watershed, rec-
reational, and ecological resources of the
Wildlife Conservation Area.

(c) MANAGEMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall man-
age the Wildlife Conservation Area—

(A) in a manner that conserves, protects,
and enhances the purposes described in sub-
section (b); and
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(B) in accordance with—

(i) the Forest and Rangeland Renewable
Resources Planning Act of 1974 (16 U.S.C. 1600
et seq.);

(ii) any other applicable laws (including
regulations); and

(iii) this section.

(2) USES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall only
allow such uses of the Wildlife Conservation
Area as the Secretary determines would fur-
ther the purposes described in subsection (b).

(B) MOTORIZED VEHICLES.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
clause (iii), the use of motorized vehicles in
the Wildlife Conservation Area shall be lim-
ited to designated roads and trails.

(ii) NEW OR TEMPORARY ROADS.—Except as
provided in clause (iii), no new or temporary
road shall be constructed in the Wildlife
Conservation Area.

(iii) EXCEPTIONS.—Nothing in clause (i) or
(ii) prevents the Secretary from—

(I) authorizing the use of motorized vehi-
cles for administrative purposes;

(IT) authorizing the use of motorized vehi-
cles to carry out activities described in sub-
section (d); or

(III) responding to an emergency.

(C) BIcYCLES.—The use of bicycles in the
Wildlife Conservation Area shall be limited
to designated roads and trails.

(D) COMMERCIAL TIMBER.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (ii), no
project shall be carried out in the Wildlife
Conservation Area for the purpose of har-
vesting commercial timber.

(ii) LIMITATION.—Nothing in clause (i) pre-
vents the Secretary from harvesting or sell-
ing a merchantable product that is a byprod-
uct of an activity authorized under this sec-
tion.

(E) GRAZING.—The laws (including regula-
tions) and policies followed by the Secretary
in issuing and administering grazing permits
or leases on land under the jurisdiction of
the Secretary shall continue to apply with
regard to the land in the Wildlife Conserva-
tion Area, consistent with the purposes de-
scribed in subsection (b).

(d) FIRE, INSECTS, AND DISEASES.—The Sec-
retary may carry out any activity, in ac-
cordance with applicable laws (including reg-
ulations), that the Secretary determines to
be necessary to manage wildland fire and
treat hazardous fuels, insects, and diseases
in the Wildlife Conservation Area, subject to
such terms and conditions as the Secretary
determines to be appropriate.

(e) WATER.—Section 3(e) of the James Peak
Wilderness and Protection Area Act (Public
Law 107-216; 116 Stat. 1058) shall apply to the
Wildlife Conservation Area.

SEC. 6106. SPRADDLE CREEK WILDLIFE CON-
SERVATION AREA.

(a) DESIGNATION.—Subject to valid existing
rights, the approximately 2,674 acres of Fed-
eral land in the White River National Forest
in the State, as generally depicted as ‘“‘Pro-
posed Spraddle Creek Wildlife Conservation
Area’ on the map entitled ‘‘Eagles Nest Wil-
derness Additions Proposal” and dated April
26, 2022, are designated as the ‘‘Spraddle
Creek Wildlife Conservation Area’ (referred
to in this section as the ‘“Wildlife Conserva-
tion Area’).

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the Wild-
life Conservation Area are to conserve, pro-
tect, and enhance for the benefit and enjoy-
ment of present and future generations the
wildlife, scenic, roadless, watershed, rec-
reational, and ecological resources of the
Wildlife Conservation Area.

(¢c) MANAGEMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall man-
age the Wildlife Conservation Area—

(A) in a manner that conserves, protects,
and enhances the purposes described in sub-
section (b); and
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(B) in accordance with—

(i) the Forest and Rangeland Renewable
Resources Planning Act of 1974 (16 U.S.C. 1600
et seq.);

(ii) any other applicable laws (including
regulations); and

(iii) this title.

(2) USES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall only
allow such uses of the Wildlife Conservation
Area as the Secretary determines would fur-
ther the purposes described in subsection (b).

(B) MOTORIZED VEHICLES AND MECHANIZED
TRANSPORT.—Except as necessary for admin-
istrative purposes or to respond to an emer-
gency, the use of motorized vehicles and
mechanized transport in the Wildlife Con-
servation Area shall be prohibited.

(C) ROADS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
clause (ii), no road shall be constructed in
the Wildlife Conservation Area.

(ii) EXCEPTIONS.—Nothing in clause (i) pre-
vents the Secretary from—

(I) constructing a temporary road as the
Secretary determines to be necessary as a
minimum requirement for carrying out a
vegetation management project in the Wild-
life Conservation Area; or

(IT) responding to an emergency.

(iii) DECOMMISSIONING OF TEMPORARY
ROADS.—Not later than 3 years after the date
on which the applicable vegetation manage-
ment project is completed, the Secretary
shall decommission any temporary road con-
structed under clause (ii)(I) for the applica-
ble vegetation management project.

(D) COMMERCIAL TIMBER.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (ii), no
project shall be carried out in the Wildlife
Conservation Area for the purpose of har-
vesting commercial timber.

(ii) LIMITATION.—Nothing in clause (i) pre-
vents the Secretary from harvesting or sell-
ing a merchantable product that is a byprod-
uct of an activity authorized in the Wildlife
Conservation Area under this section.

(d) FIRE, INSECTS, AND DISEASES.—The Sec-
retary may carry out any activity, in ac-
cordance with applicable laws (including reg-
ulations), that the Secretary determines to
be necessary to manage wildland fire and
treat hazardous fuels, insects, and diseases
in the Wildlife Conservation Area, subject to
such terms and conditions as the Secretary
determines to be appropriate.

(e) WATER.—Section 3(e) of the James Peak
Wilderness and Protection Area Act (Public
Law 107-216; 116 Stat. 1058) shall apply to the
Wildlife Conservation Area.

SEC. 6107. SANDY TREAT OVERLOOK.

The interpretive site located beside United
States Route 24 within the Camp Hale-Conti-
nental Divide National Monument, at 39.431N
106.323W, is designated as the ‘‘Sandy Treat
Overlook™.

SEC. 6108. WHITE RIVER NATIONAL FOREST
BOUNDARY MODIFICATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The boundary of the
White River National Forest is modified to
include the approximately 120 acres com-
prised of the SWv4, the SEV4, and the NEV4 of
the SE% of sec. 1, T. 2 S., R. 80 W., 6th Prin-
cipal Meridian, in Summit County in the
State.

(b) LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION
FUND.—For purposes of section 200306 of title
54, United States Code, the boundaries of the
White River National Forest, as modified by
subsection (a), shall be considered to be the
boundaries of the White River National For-
est as in existence on January 1, 1965.

SEC. 6109. ROCKY MOUNTAIN NATIONAL PARK
POTENTIAL WILDERNESS BOUND-
ARY ADJUSTMENT.

(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section

is to provide for the ongoing maintenance
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and use of portions of the Trail River Ranch
and the associated property located within
Rocky Mountain National Park in Grand
County in the State.

(b) BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT.—Section
1952(b) of the Omnibus Public Land Manage-
ment Act of 2009 (Public Law 111-11; 123 Stat.
1070) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

‘“(3) BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT.—The bound-
ary of the Potential Wilderness is modified
to exclude the area comprising approxi-
mately 15.5 acres of land identified as ‘Poten-
tial Wilderness to Non-wilderness’ on the
map entitled ‘Rocky Mountain National
Park Proposed Wilderness Area Amendment’
and dated January 16, 2018.”".

SEC. 6110. ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.

(a) FIsSH AND WILDLIFE.—Nothing in this
title affects the jurisdiction or responsibility
of the State with respect to fish and wildlife
in the State.

(b) No BUFFER ZONES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this title or an
amendment made by this title establishes a
protective perimeter or buffer zone around—

(A) a covered area;

(B) a wilderness area or potential wilder-
ness area designated by section 6103; or

(C) a Wildlife Conservation Area.

(2) OUTSIDE ACTIVITIES.—The fact that a
nonwilderness activity or use on land outside
of an area described in paragraph (1) can be
seen or heard from within the applicable
area described in paragraph (1) shall not pre-
clude the activity or use outside the bound-
ary of the applicable area described in para-
graph (1).

(c) TRIBAL RIGHTS AND USES.—

(1) TREATY RIGHTS.—Nothing in this title
affects the treaty rights of an Indian Tribe.

(2) TRADITIONAL TRIBAL USES.—Subject to
any terms and conditions that the Secretary
determines to be necessary and in accord-
ance with applicable law, the Secretary shall
allow for the continued use of the areas de-
scribed in subsection (b)(1) by members of In-
dian Tribes—

(A) for traditional ceremonies; and

(B) as a source of traditional plants and
other materials.

(d) MAPS AND LEGAL DESCRIPTIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—As soon as practicable
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall prepare maps and legal de-
scriptions of each area described in sub-
section (b)(1) with—

(A) the Committee on Natural Resources of
the House of Representatives; and

(B) the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources of the Senate.

(2) FORCE OF LAW.—Each map and legal de-
scription prepared under paragraph (1) shall
have the same force and effect as if included
in this title, except that the Secretary
may—

(A) correct any typographical errors in the
maps and legal descriptions; and

(B) in consultation with the State, make
minor adjustments to the boundaries of the
Porcupine Gulch Wildlife Conservation Area
designated by section 6104(a) and the Wil-
liams Fork Mountains Wildlife Conservation
Area designated by section 6105(a) to account
for potential highway or multimodal trans-
portation system construction, safety meas-
ures, maintenance, realignment, or wid-
ening.

(3) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—Each map and
legal description prepared under paragraph
(1) shall be on file and available for public in-
spection in the appropriate offices of the
Forest Service.

(e) ACQUISITION OF LAND.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may ac-
quire any land or interest in land within the
boundaries of an area described in subsection
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(b)(1) by donation, purchase from a willing
seller, or exchange.

(2) MANAGEMENT.—Any land or interest in
land acquired under paragraph (1) shall be in-
corporated into, and administered as a part
of, the wilderness area or Wildlife Conserva-
tion Area, as applicable, in which the land or
interest in land is located.

(f) WITHDRAWAL.—Subject to valid existing
rights, the areas described in subsection
(b)(1) are withdrawn from—

(1) entry, appropriation, and disposal under
the public land laws;

(2) location, entry, and patent under min-
ing laws; and

(3) operation of the mineral leasing, min-
eral materials, and geothermal leasing laws.

(g) MILITARY OVERFLIGHTS.—Nothing in
this title or an amendment made by this
title restricts or precludes—

(1) any low-level overflight of military air-
craft over any area subject to this title or an
amendment made by this title, including
military overflights that can be seen, heard,
or detected within such an area;

(2) flight testing or evaluation over an area
described in paragraph (1); or

(3) the use or establishment of—

(A) any new unit of special use airspace
over an area described in paragraph (1); or

(B) any military flight training or trans-
portation over such an area.

(h) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that military aviation training on
Federal public land in the State, including
the training conducted at the High-Altitude
Army National Guard Aviation Training
Site, is critical to the national security of
the United States and the readiness of the
Armed Forces.

TITLE LXII—SAN JUAN MOUNTAINS
SEC. 6201. DEFINITIONS.

In this title:

(1) COVERED LAND.—The term
land” means—

(A) land designated as wilderness under
paragraphs (27) through (29) of section 2(a) of
the Colorado Wilderness Act of 1993 (16
U.S.C. 1132 note; Public Law 103-77) (as added
by section 6202); and

(B) a Special Management Area.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Agriculture.

(3) SPECIAL MANAGEMENT AREA.—The term
‘‘Special Management Area’ means each of—

(A) the Sheep Mountain Special Manage-
ment Area designated by section 6203(a)(1);
and

(B) the Liberty Bell East Special Manage-
ment Area designated by section 6203(a)(2).
SEC. 6202. ADDITIONS TO NATIONAL WILDER-

NESS PRESERVATION SYSTEM.

Section 2(a) of the Colorado Wilderness Act
of 1993 (16 U.S.C. 1132 note; Public Law 103-
77) (as amended by section 6102(a)(2)) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

“(27) LIZARD HEAD WILDERNESS ADDITION.—
Certain Federal land in the Grand Mesa,
Uncompahgre, and Gunnison National For-
ests comprising approximately 3,141 acres, as
generally depicted on the map entitled ‘Pro-
posed Wilson, Sunshine, Black Face and San
Bernardo Additions to the Lizard Head Wil-
derness’ and dated September 6, 2018, which
is incorporated in, and shall be administered
as part of, the Lizard Head Wilderness.

€“(28) MOUNT SNEFFELS WILDERNESS ADDI-
TIONS.—

““(A) LIBERTY BELL AND LAST DOLLAR ADDI-
TIONS.—Certain Federal land in the Grand
Mesa, Uncompahgre, and Gunnison National
Forests comprising approximately 7,235
acres, as generally depicted on the map enti-
tled ‘Proposed Liberty Bell and Last Dollar
Additions to the Mt. Sneffels Wilderness,
Liberty Bell East Special Management Area’
and dated September 6, 2018, which is incor-

“covered
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porated in, and shall be administered as part
of, the Mount Sneffels Wilderness.

‘(B) WHITEHOUSE ADDITIONS.—Certain Fed-
eral land in the Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre,
and Gunnison National Forests comprising
approximately 12,465 acres, as generally de-
picted on the map entitled ‘Proposed White-
house Additions to the Mt. Sneffels Wilder-
ness’ and dated September 6, 2018, which is
incorporated in, and shall be administered as
part of, the Mount Sneffels Wilderness.

‘‘(29) MCKENNA PEAK WILDERNESS.—Certain
Federal land in the State of Colorado com-
prising approximately 8,884 acres of Bureau
of Land Management land, as generally de-
picted on the map entitled ‘Proposed McKen-
na Peak Wilderness Area’ and dated Sep-
tember 18, 2018, to be known as the ‘McKenna
Peak Wilderness’.”.

SEC. 6203. SPECIAL MANAGEMENT AREAS.

(a) DESIGNATION.—

(1) SHEEP MOUNTAIN SPECIAL MANAGEMENT
AREA.—The Federal land in the Grand Mesa,
Uncompahgre, and Gunnison and San Juan
National Forests in the State comprising ap-
proximately 21,663 acres, as generally de-
picted on the map entitled ‘‘Proposed Sheep
Mountain Special Management Area’ and
dated September 19, 2018, is designated as the
‘““Sheep Mountain Special Management
Area’.

(2) LIBERTY BELL EAST SPECIAL MANAGE-
MENT AREA.—The Federal land in the Grand
Mesa, Uncompahgre, and Gunnison National
Forests in the State comprising approxi-
mately 792 acres, as generally depicted on
the map entitled ‘‘Proposed Liberty Bell and
Last Dollar Additions to the Mt. Sneffels
Wilderness, Liberty Bell East Special Man-
agement Area’ and dated September 6, 2018,
is designated as the ‘‘Liberty Bell East Spe-
cial Management Area’.

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the Special
Management Areas is to conserve and pro-
tect for the benefit and enjoyment of present
and future generations the geological, cul-
tural, archaeological, paleontological, nat-
ural, scientific, recreational, wilderness,
wildlife, riparian, historical, educational,
and scenic resources of the Special Manage-
ment Areas.

(c) MANAGEMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall man-
age the Special Management Areas in a man-
ner that—

(A) conserves, protects, and enhances the
resources and values of the Special Manage-
ment Areas described in subsection (b);

(B) subject to paragraph (3), maintains or
improves the wilderness character of the
Special Management Areas and the suit-
ability of the Special Management Areas for
potential inclusion in the National Wilder-
ness Preservation System; and

(C) is in accordance with—

(i) the National Forest Management Act of
1976 (16 U.S.C. 1600 et seq.);

(ii) this title; and

(iii) any other applicable laws.

(2) PROHIBITIONS.—The following shall be
prohibited in the Special Management Areas:

(A) Permanent roads.

(B) Except as necessary to meet the min-
imum requirements for the administration
of the Federal land, to provide access for
abandoned mine cleanup, and to protect pub-
lic health and safety—

(i) the use of motor vehicles, motorized
equipment, or mechanical transport (other
than as provided in paragraph (3)); and

(ii) the establishment of temporary roads.

(3) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may allow
any activities (including helicopter access
for recreation and maintenance and the com-
petitive running event permitted since 1992)
that have been authorized by permit or li-
cense as of the date of enactment of this Act
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to continue within the Special Management
Areas, subject to such terms and conditions
as the Secretary may require.

(B) PERMITTING.—The designation of the
Special Management Areas by subsection (a)
shall not affect the issuance of permits relat-
ing to the activities covered under subpara-
graph (A) after the date of enactment of this
Act.

(C) BicYCLES.—The Secretary may permit
the use of bicycles in—

(i) the portion of the Sheep Mountain Spe-
cial Management Area identified as ‘‘Ophir
Valley Area’ on the map entitled ‘‘Proposed
Sheep Mountain Special Management Area’”
and dated September 19, 2018; and

(ii) the portion of the Liberty Bell East
Special Management Area identified as ‘‘Lib-
erty Bell Corridor” on the map entitled
“Proposed Liberty Bell and Last Dollar Ad-
ditions to the Mt. Sneffels Wilderness, Lib-
erty Bell East Special Management Area’
and dated September 6, 2018.

(d) APPLICABLE LAW.—Water and water
rights in the Special Management Areas
shall be administered in accordance with
section 8 of the Colorado Wilderness Act of
1993 (Public Law 103-77; 107 Stat. 762), except
that, for purposes of this title—

(1) any reference contained in that section
to ‘“‘the lands designated as wilderness by
this Act”, ‘‘the Piedra, Roubideau, and
Tabeguache areas identified in section 9 of
this Act, or the Bowen Gulch Protection
Area or the Fossil Ridge Recreation Manage-
ment Area identified in sections 5 and 6 of
this Act”’, or ‘‘the areas described in sections
2, 5, 6, and 9 of this Act” shall be considered
to be a reference to ‘‘the Special Manage-
ment Areas’’; and

(2) any reference contained in that section
to “this Act” shall be considered to be a ref-
erence to ‘‘the Colorado Outdoor Recreation
and Economy Act”.

(e) SHEEP MOUNTAIN SPECIAL MANAGEMENT
AREA NORDIC SKI SAFETY STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary, in consultation with interested
parties, shall complete a study on ensuring
safe access for Nordic skiing in the vicinity
of the Sheep Mountain Special Management
Area, consistent with the purposes of the
Sheep Mountain Special Management Area.

(2) REQUIREMENT.—In conducting the study
under paragraph (1), the Secretary, in coordi-
nation with San Miguel County in the State,
the State Department of Transportation, and
other interested stakeholders, shall identify
a range of reasonable actions that could be
taken by the Secretary to provide or facili-
tate off-highway parking areas along State
Highway 145 to facilitate safe access for Nor-
dic skiing in the vicinity of the Sheep Moun-
tain Special Management Area.

SEC. 6204. RELEASE OF WILDERNESS STUDY
AREAS.

(a) DOMINGUEZ CANYON WILDERNESS STUDY
AREA.—Subtitle E of title II of Public Law
111-11 is amended—

(1) by redesignating section 2408 (16 U.S.C.
460zzz-T) as section 2409; and

(2) by inserting after section 2407 (16 U.S.C.
460zzz—6) the following:

“SEC. 2408. RELEASE.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—Congress finds that, for
the purposes of section 603(c) of the Federal
Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43
U.S.C. 1782(c)), the portions of the
Dominguez Canyon Wilderness Study Area
not designated as wilderness by this subtitle
have been adequately studied for wilderness
designation.

‘“(b) RELEASE.—Any public land referred to
in subsection (a) that is not designated as
wilderness by this subtitle—
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‘(1) is no longer subject to section 603(c) of
the Federal Land Policy and Management
Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1782(¢c)); and

‘“(2) shall be managed in accordance with
this subtitle and any other applicable laws.”’.

(b) MCKENNA PEAK WILDERNESS STUDY
AREA.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Congress finds that, for
the purposes of section 603(c) of the Federal
Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43
U.S.C. 1782(c)), the portions of the McKenna
Peak Wilderness Study Area in San Miguel
County in the State not designated as wil-
derness by paragraph (29) of section 2(a) of
the Colorado Wilderness Act of 1993 (16
U.S.C. 1132 note; Public Law 103-77) (as added
by section 6202) have been adequately studied
for wilderness designation.

(2) RELEASE.—Any public land referred to
in paragraph (1) that is not designated as
wilderness by paragraph (29) of section 2(a) of
the Colorado Wilderness Act of 1993 (16
U.S.C. 1132 note; Public Law 103-77) (as added
by section 6202)—

(A) is no longer subject to section 603(c) of
the Federal Land Policy and Management
Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1782(c)); and

(B) shall be managed in accordance with
applicable laws.

SEC. 6205. ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.

(a) FISH AND WILDLIFE.—Nothing in this
title affects the jurisdiction or responsibility
of the State with respect to fish and wildlife
in the State.

(b) NO BUFFER ZONES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this title es-
tablishes a protective perimeter or buffer
zone around covered land.

(2) ACTIVITIES OUTSIDE WILDERNESS.—The
fact that a nonwilderness activity or use on
land outside of the covered land can be seen
or heard from within covered land shall not
preclude the activity or use outside the
boundary of the covered land.

(c) TRIBAL RIGHTS AND USES.—

(1) TREATY RIGHTS.—Nothing in this title
affects the treaty rights of any Indian Tribe,
including rights under the Agreement of Sep-
tember 13, 1873, ratified by the Act of April
29, 1874 (18 Stat. 36, chapter 136).

(2) TRADITIONAL TRIBAL USES.—Subject to
any terms and conditions as the Secretary
determines to be necessary and in accord-
ance with applicable law, the Secretary shall
allow for the continued use of the covered
land by members of Indian Tribes—

(A) for traditional ceremonies; and

(B) as a source of traditional plants and
other materials.

(d) MAPS AND LEGAL DESCRIPTIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—As soon as practicable
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary or the Secretary of the Interior, as
appropriate, shall file a map and a legal de-
scription of each wilderness area designated
by paragraphs (27) through (29) of section 2(a)
of the Colorado Wilderness Act of 1993 (16
U.S.C. 1132 note; Public Law 103-77) (as added
by section 6202) and the Special Management
Areas with—

(A) the Committee on Natural Resources of
the House of Representatives; and

(B) the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources of the Senate.

(2) FORCE OF LAW.—Each map and legal de-
scription filed under paragraph (1) shall have
the same force and effect as if included in
this title, except that the Secretary or the
Secretary of the Interior, as appropriate,
may correct any typographical errors in the
maps and legal descriptions.

(3) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—Each map and
legal description filed under paragraph (1)
shall be on file and available for public in-
spection in the appropriate offices of the Bu-
reau of Land Management and the Forest
Service.
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(e) ACQUISITION OF LAND.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary or the Sec-
retary of the Interior, as appropriate, may
acquire any land or interest in land within
the boundaries of a Special Management
Area or the wilderness designated under
paragraphs (27) through (29) of section 2(a) of
the Colorado Wilderness Act of 1993 (16
U.S.C. 1132 note; Public Law 103-77) (as added
by section 6202) by donation, purchase from a
willing seller, or exchange.

(2) MANAGEMENT.—Any land or interest in
land acquired under paragraph (1) shall be in-
corporated into, and administered as a part
of, the wilderness or Special Management
Area in which the land or interest in land is
located.

(f) GRAZING.—The grazing of livestock on
covered land, if established before the date of
enactment of this Act, shall be permitted to
continue subject to such reasonable regula-
tions as are considered to be necessary by
the Secretary with jurisdiction over the cov-
ered land, in accordance with—

(1) section 4(d)(4) of the Wilderness Act (16
U.S.C. 1133(d)(4)); and

(2) the applicable guidelines set forth in
Appendix A of the report of the Committee
on Interior and Insular Affairs of the House
of Representatives accompanying H.R. 2570
of the 101st Congress (H. Rept. 101-405) or
H.R. 5487 of the 96th Congress (H. Rept. 96—
617).

(g) FIRE, INSECTS, AND DISEASES.—In ac-
cordance with section 4(d)(1) of the Wilder-
ness Act (16 U.S.C. 1133(d)(1)), the Secretary
with jurisdiction over a wilderness area des-
ignated by paragraphs (27) through (29) of
section 2(a) of the Colorado Wilderness Act
of 1993 (16 U.S.C. 1132 note; Public Law 103-
T7) (as added by section 6202) may carry out
any activity in the wilderness area that the
Secretary determines to be necessary for the
control of fire, insects, and diseases, subject
to such terms and conditions as the Sec-
retary determines to be appropriate.

(h) WITHDRAWAL.—Subject to valid existing
rights, the covered land and the approxi-
mately 6,590 acres generally depicted on the
map entitled ‘‘Proposed Naturita Canyon
Mineral Withdrawal Area’ and dated Sep-
tember 6, 2018, is withdrawn from—

(1) entry, appropriation, and disposal under
the public land laws;

(2) location, entry, and patent under min-
ing laws; and

(3) operation of the mineral leasing, min-
eral materials, and geothermal leasing laws.

TITLE LXITI—-THOMPSON DIVIDE
SEC. 6301. PURPOSES.

The purposes of this title are—

(1) subject to valid existing rights, to with-
draw certain Federal land in the Thompson
Divide area from mineral and other disposal
laws in order to protect the agricultural,
ranching, wildlife, air quality, recreation,
ecological, and scenic values of the area; and

(2) to promote the capture of fugitive
methane emissions that would otherwise be
emitted into the atmosphere.

SEC. 6302. DEFINITIONS.

In this title:

(1) FUGITIVE METHANE EMISSIONS.—The
term ‘‘fugitive methane emissions’” means
methane gas from the Federal land or inter-
ests in Federal land in Garfield, Gunnison,
Delta, or Pitkin County in the State, within
the boundaries of the ‘‘Fugitive Coal Mine
Methane Use Pilot Program Area’’, as gen-
erally depicted on the pilot program map,
that would leak or be vented into the atmos-
phere from—

(A) an active or inactive coal mine subject
to a Federal coal lease; or

(B) an abandoned underground coal mine
or the site of a former coal mine—

(i) that is not subject to a Federal coal
lease; and
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(ii) with respect to which the Federal in-
terest in land includes mineral rights to the
methane gas.

(2) PILOT PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘pilot pro-
gram’ means the Greater Thompson Divide
Fugitive Coal Mine Methane Use Pilot Pro-
gram established by section 6305(a)(1).

(3) PILOT PROGRAM MAP.—The term ‘‘pilot
program map’ means the map entitled
“Greater Thompson Divide Fugitive Coal
Mine Methane Use Pilot Program Area’ and
dated April 29, 2022.

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

(5) THOMPSON DIVIDE LEASE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘Thompson Di-
vide lease’ means any oil or gas lease in ef-
fect on the date of enactment of this Act
within the Thompson Divide Withdrawal and
Protection Area.

(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘“‘“Thompson Di-
vide lease’ does not include any oil or gas
lease that—

(i) is associated with a Wolf Creek Storage
Field development right; or

(ii) before the date of enactment of this
Act, has expired, been cancelled, or other-
wise terminated.

(6) THOMPSON DIVIDE MAP.—The term
“Thompson Divide map’> means the map en-
titled ‘‘Greater Thompson Divide Area Map’’
and dated May 15, 2023.

(7) THOMPSON DIVIDE WITHDRAWAL AND PRO-
TECTION AREA.—The term ‘‘Thompson Divide
Withdrawal and Protection Area’” means the
Federal land and minerals within the area
generally depicted as the ‘“‘“Thompson Divide
Withdrawal and Protection Area’ on the
Thompson Divide map.

(8) WOLF CREEK STORAGE FIELD DEVELOP-
MENT RIGHT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘Wolf Creek
Storage Field development right’” means a
development right for any of the Federal
mineral leases numbered COC 0007496, COC

0007497, COC 0007498, COC 0007499, COC
0007500, COC 0007538, COC 0008128, COC
0015373, COC 0128018, COC 0051645, and COC

0051646, as generally depicted on the Thomp-
son Divide map as ‘“Wolf Creek Storage
Agreement”’.

(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘Wolf Creek
Storage Field development right’’ does not
include any storage right or related activity
within the area described in subparagraph
(A).

SEC. 6303. THOMPSON DIVIDE WITHDRAWAL AND
PROTECTION AREA.

(a) WITHDRAWAL.—Subject to valid existing
rights, the Thompson Divide Withdrawal and
Protection Area is withdrawn from—

(1) entry, appropriation, and disposal under
the public land laws;

(2) location, entry, and patent under the
mining laws; and

(3) operation of the mineral leasing, min-
eral materials, and geothermal leasing laws.

(b) SURVEYS.—The exact acreage and legal
description of the Thompson Divide With-
drawal and Protection Area shall be deter-
mined by surveys approved by the Secretary,
in consultation with the Secretary of Agri-
culture.

(c) GRAZING.—Nothing in this title affects
the administration of grazing in the Thomp-
son Divide Withdrawal and Protection Area.
SEC. 6304. THOMPSON DIVIDE LEASE CREDITS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—In exchange for the relin-
quishment by a leaseholder of all Thompson
Divide leases of the leaseholder, the Sec-
retary may issue to the leaseholder credits
for any bid, royalty, or rental payment due
under any Federal oil or gas lease on Federal
land in the State, in accordance with sub-
section (b).

(b) AMOUNT OF CREDITS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
the amount of the credits issued to a lease-
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holder of a Thompson Divide lease relin-
quished under subsection (a) shall—

(A) be equal to the sum of—

(i) the amount of the bonus bids paid for
the applicable Thompson Divide leases;

(ii) the amount of any rental paid for the
applicable Thompson Divide leases as of the
date on which the leaseholder submits to the
Secretary a notice of the decision to relin-
quish the applicable Thompson Divide leases;
and

(iii) the amount of any reasonable expenses
incurred by the leaseholder of the applicable
Thompson Divide leases in the preparation of
any drilling permit, sundry notice, or other
related submission in support of the develop-
ment of the applicable Thompson Divide
leases as of January 28, 2019, including any
expenses relating to the preparation of any
analysis under the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.); and

(B) require the approval of the Secretary.

(2) EXCLUSION.—The amount of a credit
issued under subsection (a) shall not include
any expenses paid by the leaseholder of a
Thompson Divide lease for—

(A) legal fees or related expenses for legal
work with respect to a Thompson Divide
lease; or

(B) any expenses incurred before the
issuance of a Thompson Divide lease.

(c) CANCELLATION.—Effective on relinquish-
ment under this section, and without any ad-
ditional action by the Secretary, a Thomp-
son Divide lease—

(1) shall be permanently cancelled; and

(2) shall not be reissued.

(d) CONDITIONS.—

(1) APPLICABLE LAW.—Except as otherwise
provided in this section, each exchange
under this section shall be conducted in ac-
cordance with—

(A) this title; and

(B) other applicable laws (including regula-
tions).

(2) ACCEPTANCE OF CREDITS.—The Secretary
shall accept credits issued under subsection
(a) in the same manner as cash for the pay-
ments described in that subsection.

(3) APPLICABILITY.—The use of a credit
issued under subsection (a) shall be subject
to the laws (including regulations) applica-
ble to the payments described in that sub-
section, to the extent that the laws are con-
sistent with this section.

(4) TREATMENT OF CREDITS.—AIl amounts in
the form of credits issued under subsection
(a) accepted by the Secretary shall be con-
sidered to be amounts received for the pur-
poses of—

(A) section 35 of the Mineral Leasing Act
(30 U.S.C. 191); and

(B) section 20 of the Geothermal Steam Act
of 1970 (30 U.S.C. 1019).

(e) WOLF CREEK STORAGE FIELD DEVELOP-
MENT RIGHTS.—

(1) CONVEYANCE TO SECRETARY.—As a condi-
tion precedent to the relinquishment of a
Thompson Divide lease under this section,
any leaseholder with a Wolf Creek Storage
Field development right shall permanently
relinquish, transfer, and otherwise convey to
the Secretary, in a form acceptable to the
Secretary, all Wolf Creek Storage Field de-
velopment rights of the leaseholder.

(2) CREDITS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—In consideration for the
transfer of development rights under para-
graph (1), the Secretary may issue to a lease-
holder described in that paragraph credits
for any reasonable expenses incurred by the
leaseholder in acquiring the Wolf Creek
Storage Field development right or in the
preparation of any drilling permit, sundry
notice, or other related submission in sup-
port of the development right as of January
28, 2019, including any reasonable expenses
relating to the preparation of any analysis

July 13, 2023

under the National Environmental Policy
Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.).

(B) APPROVAL.—Any credits for a transfer
of the development rights under paragraph
(1), shall be subject to—

(i) the exclusion described in subsection
(0)(2);

(ii) the conditions described in subsection
(d); and

(iii) the approval of the Secretary.

(3) LIMITATION OF TRANSFER.—Development
rights acquired by the Secretary under para-
graph (1)—

(A) shall be held for as long as the parent
leases in the Wolf Creek Storage Field re-
main in effect; and

(B) shall not be—

(i) transferred;

(ii) reissued; or

(iii) otherwise used for mineral extraction.
SEC. 6305. GREATER THOMPSON DIVIDE FUGI-

TIVE COAL MINE METHANE USE
PILOT PROGRAM.

(a) FUGITIVE COAL MINE METHANE USE
PILOT PROGRAM.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
in the Bureau of Land Management a pilot
program, to be known as the ‘‘Greater
Thompson Divide Fugitive Coal Mine Meth-
ane Use Pilot Program’’.

(2) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the pilot pro-
gram is to promote the capture, beneficial
use, mitigation, and sequestration of fugitive
methane emissions—

(A) to reduce methane emissions;

(B) to promote economic development;

(C) to improve air quality; and

(D) to improve public safety.

(3) PLAN.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall develop a plan—

(i) to complete an inventory of fugitive
methane emissions in accordance with sub-
section (b);

(ii) to provide for the leasing of fugitive
methane emissions in accordance with sub-
section (¢); and

(iii) to provide for the capping or destruc-
tion of fugitive methane emissions in accord-
ance with subsection (d).

(B) COORDINATION.—In developing the plan
under this paragraph, the Secretary shall co-
ordinate with—

(i) the State;

(ii) Garfield, Gunnison, Delta, and Pitkin
Counties in the State;

(iii) lessees of Federal coal
counties referred to in clause (ii);

(iv) interested institutions of higher edu-
cation in the State; and

(v) interested members of the public.

(b) FUGITIVE METHANE EMISSIONS INVEN-
TORY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall complete an inventory of fu-
gitive methane emissions.

(2) CoNDUCT.—

(A) COLLABORATION.—The Secretary may
conduct the inventory under paragraph (1)
through, or in collaboration with—

(i) the Bureau of Land Management;

(ii) the United States Geological Survey;

(iii) the Environmental Protection Agency;

(iv) the United States Forest Service;

(v) State departments or agencies;

(vi) Garfield, Gunnison, Delta, or Pitkin
County in the State;

(vii) the Garfield County Federal Mineral
Lease District;

(viii) institutions of higher education in
the State;

(ix) lessees of Federal coal within a county
referred to in subparagraph (F);

(x) the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration;

within the
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(xi) the National Center for Atmospheric
Research; or

(xii) other interested entities,
members of the public.

(B) FEDERAL SPLIT ESTATE.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—In conducting the inven-
tory under paragraph (1) for Federal min-
erals on split estate land, the Secretary shall
rely on available data.

(ii) LIMITATION.—Nothing in this section
requires or authorizes the Secretary to enter
or access private land to conduct the inven-
tory under paragraph (1).

(3) CONTENTS.—The inventory conducted
under paragraph (1) shall include—

(A) the general location and geographic co-
ordinates of vents, seeps, or other sources
producing significant fugitive methane emis-
sions;

(B) an estimate of the volume and con-
centration of fugitive methane emissions
from each source of significant fugitive
methane emissions, including details of
measurements taken and the basis for that
emissions estimate;

(C) relevant data and other information
available from—

(i) the Environmental Protection Agency;

(ii) the Mine Safety and Health Adminis-
tration;

(iii) the Colorado Department of Natural
Resources;

(iv) the Colorado Public Utility Commis-
sion;

(v) the Colorado Department of Health and
Environment; and

(vi) the Office of Surface Mining Reclama-
tion and Enforcement; and

(D) such other information as may be use-
ful in advancing the purposes of the pilot
program.

(4) PUBLIC PARTICIPATION; DISCLOSURE.—

(A) PUBLIC PARTICIPATION.—The Secretary
shall, as appropriate, provide opportunities
for public participation in the conduct of the
inventory under paragraph (1).

(B) AVAILABILITY.—The Secretary shall
make the inventory conducted under para-
graph (1) publicly available.

(C) DISCLOSURE.—Nothing in this sub-
section requires the Secretary to publicly re-
lease information that—

(i) poses a threat to public safety;

(ii) is confidential business information; or

(iii) is otherwise protected from public dis-
closure.

(6) IMPACT ON COAL MINES SUBJECT TO
LEASE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—For the purposes of con-
ducting the inventory under paragraph (1),
for land subject to a Federal coal lease, the
Secretary shall use readily available meth-
ane emissions data.

(B) EFFECT.—Nothing in this section re-
quires the holder of a Federal coal lease to
report additional data or information to the
Secretary.

(6) USE.—The Secretary shall use the in-
ventory conducted under paragraph (1) in
carrying out—

(A) the leasing program under subsection
(c); and

(B) the capping or destruction of fugitive
methane emissions under subsection (d).

(¢) FUGITIVE METHANE EMISSIONS LEASING
PROGRAM AND SEQUESTRATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to valid existing
rights and in accordance with this section,
not later than 1 year after the date of com-
pletion of the inventory required under sub-
section (b), the Secretary shall carry out a
program to encourage the use and destruc-
tion of fugitive methane emissions.

(2) FUGITIVE METHANE EMISSIONS FROM COAL
MINES SUBJECT TO LEASE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall au-
thorize the holder of a valid existing Federal
coal lease for a mine that is producing fugi-

including
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tive methane emissions to capture for use or
destroy the fugitive methane emissions.

(B) CONDITIONS.—The authority under sub-
paragraph (A) shall be subject to—

(i) valid existing rights; and

(ii) such terms and conditions as the Sec-
retary may require.

(C) LIMITATIONS.—The program carried out
under paragraph (1) shall only include fugi-
tive methane emissions that can be captured
for use or destroyed in a manner that does
not—

(i) endanger the safety of any coal mine
worker; or

(ii) unreasonably interfere with any ongo-
ing operation at a coal mine.

(D) COOPERATION.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall work
cooperatively with the holders of valid exist-
ing Federal coal leases for mines that
produce fugitive methane emissions to en-
courage—

(I) the capture of fugitive methane emis-
sions for beneficial use, such as generating
electrical power, producing usable heat,
transporting the methane to market, or
transforming the fugitive methane emissions
into a different marketable material; or

(IT) if the beneficial use of the fugitive
methane emissions is not feasible, the de-
struction of the fugitive methane emissions.

(ii) GUIDANCE.—In support of cooperative
efforts with holders of valid existing Federal
coal leases to capture for use or destroy fugi-
tive methane emissions, not later than 1
yvear after the date of enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall issue guidance to the
public for the implementation of authorities
and programs to encourage the capture for
use and destruction of fugitive methane
emissions, while minimizing impacts on nat-
ural resources or other public interest val-
ues.

(E) ROYALTIES.—The Secretary shall deter-
mine whether any fugitive methane emis-
sions used or destroyed pursuant to this
paragraph are subject to the payment of a
royalty under applicable law.

(3) FUGITIVE METHANE EMISSIONS FROM LAND
NOT SUBJECT TO A FEDERAL COAL LEASE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided in this section, notwithstanding sec-
tion 6303 and subject to valid existing rights
and any other applicable law, the Secretary
shall, for land not subject to a Federal coal
lease—

(i) authorize the capture for use or destruc-
tion of fugitive methane emissions; and

(ii) make available for leasing such fugi-
tive methane emissions as the Secretary de-
termines to be in the public interest.

(B) SOURCE.—To the extent practicable, the
Secretary shall offer for lease, individually
or in combination, each significant source of
fugitive methane emissions on land not sub-
ject to a Federal coal lease.

(C) BID QUALIFICATIONS.—A bid to lease fu-
gitive methane emissions under this para-
graph shall specify whether the prospective
lessee intends—

(i) to capture the fugitive methane emis-
sions for beneficial use, such as generating
electrical power, producing usable heat,
transporting the methane to market, or
transforming the fugitive methane emissions
into a different marketable material;

(ii) to destroy the fugitive methane emis-
sions; or

(iii) to employ a specific combination of—

(I) capturing the fugitive methane emis-
sions for beneficial use; and

(IT) destroying the fugitive methane emis-
sions.

(D) PRIORITY.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—If there is more than 1
qualified bid for a lease under this para-
graph, the Secretary shall select the bid that
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the Secretary determines is likely to most
significantly advance the public interest.

(ii) CONSIDERATIONS.—In determining the
public interest under clause (i), the Sec-
retary shall take into consideration—

(I) the overall decrease in the fugitive
methane emissions;

(IT) the impacts to other natural resource
values, including wildlife, water, and air; and

(IIT) other public interest values, including
scenic, economic, recreation, and cultural
values.

(BE) LEASE FORM.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall de-
velop and provide to prospective bidders a
lease form for leases issued under this para-
graph.

(ii) DUE DILIGENCE.—The lease form devel-
oped under clause (i) shall include terms and
conditions requiring the leased fugitive
methane emissions to be put to beneficial
use or destroyed by not later than 3 years
after the date of issuance of the lease.

(F) ROYALTY RATE.—The Secretary shall
develop a minimum bid, as the Secretary de-
termines to be necessary, and royalty rate
for leases under this paragraph.

(d) SEQUESTRATION.—If, by not later than 4
years after the date of completion of the in-
ventory under subsection (b), any significant
fugitive methane emissions are not leased
under subsection (c)(3), the Secretary shall,
subject to the availability of appropriations
and in accordance with applicable law, take
all reasonable measures—

(1) to provide incentives for new leases
under subsection (¢)(3);

(2) to cap those fugitive methane emissions
at the source in any case in which the cap
will result in the long-term sequestration of
all or a significant portion of the fugitive
methane emissions; or

(3) to destroy the fugitive methane emis-
sions, if incentivizing leases under paragraph
(1) or sequestration under paragraph (2) is
not feasible, with priority for locations that
destroy the greatest quantity of fugitive
methane emissions at the lowest cost.

(e) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 4
years after the date of enactment of this Act
the Secretary shall submit to the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Natural Resources
of the House of Representatives a report de-
tailing—

(1) the economic and environmental im-
pacts of the pilot program, including infor-
mation on increased royalties and estimates
of avoided greenhouse gas emissions; and

(2) any recommendations of the Secretary
on whether the pilot program could be ex-
panded to include—

(A) other significant sources of emissions
of fugitive methane located outside the
boundaries of the area depicted as ‘‘Fugitive
Coal Mine Methane Use Pilot Program Area’
on the pilot program map; and

(B) the leasing of natural methane seeps
under the activities authorized pursuant to
subsection (c)(3).

SEC. 6306. EFFECT.

Except as expressly provided in this title,
nothing in this title—

(1) expands, diminishes, or impairs any
valid existing mineral leases, mineral inter-
est, or other property rights wholly or par-
tially within the Thompson Divide With-
drawal and Protection Area, including access
to the leases, interests, rights, or land in ac-
cordance with applicable Federal, State, and
local laws (including regulations);

(2) prevents the capture of methane from
any active, inactive, or abandoned coal mine
covered by this title, in accordance with ap-
plicable laws; or

(3) prevents access to, or the development
of, any new or existing coal mine or lease in
Delta or Gunnison County in the State.
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TITLE LXIV—CURECANTI NATIONAL
RECREATION AREA
SEC. 6401. DEFINITIONS.

In this title:

(1) MAP.—The term ‘‘map’ means the map
entitled ‘‘Curecanti National Recreation
Area, Proposed Boundary’, numbered 616/
100,485D, and dated April 25, 2022.

(2) NATIONAL RECREATION AREA.—The term
‘“‘National Recreation Area’” means the
Curecanti National Recreation Area estab-
lished by section 6402(a).

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

SEC. 6402. CURECANTI NATIONAL RECREATION
AREA.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Effective beginning
on the earlier of the date on which the Sec-
retary approves a request under subsection
()(2)(B)(A)(I) and the date that is 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, there shall
be established as a unit of the National Park
System the Curecanti National Recreation
Area, in accordance with this division, con-
sisting of approximately 50,300 acres of land
in the State, as generally depicted on the
map as ‘‘Curecanti National Recreation Area
Proposed Boundary”’.

(b) AVAILABILITY OF MAP.—The map shall
be on file and available for public inspection
in the appropriate offices of the National
Park Service.

(c) ADMINISTRATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ad-
minister the National Recreation Area in ac-
cordance with—

(A) this title; and

(B) the laws (including regulations) gen-
erally applicable to units of the National
Park System, including section 100101(a),
chapter 1003, and sections 100751(a), 100752,
100753, and 102101 of title 54, United States
Code.

(2) DAM, POWER PLANT, AND RESERVOIR MAN-
AGEMENT AND OPERATIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this title af-
fects or interferes with the authority of the
Secretary—

(i) to operate the Uncompahgre Valley
Reclamation Project under the reclamation
laws;

(ii) to operate the Wayne N. Aspinall Unit
of the Colorado River Storage Project under
the Act of April 11, 1956 (commonly known as
the ‘‘Colorado River Storage Project Act’)
(43 U.S.C. 620 et seq.); or

(iii) under the Federal Water Project
Recreation Act (16 U.S.C. 4601-12 et seq.).

(B) RECLAMATION LAND.—

(i) SUBMISSION OF REQUEST TO RETAIN AD-
MINISTRATIVE JURISDICTION.—If, before the
date that is 1 year after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Commissioner of Rec-
lamation submits to the Secretary a request
for the Commissioner of Reclamation to re-
tain administrative jurisdiction over the
minimum quantity of land within the land
identified on the map as ‘“‘Lands withdrawn
or acquired for Bureau of Reclamation
projects’” that the Commissioner of Rec-
lamation identifies as necessary for the ef-
fective operation of Bureau of Reclamation
water facilities, the Secretary may—

(I) approve, approve with modifications, or
disapprove the request; and

(IT) if the request is approved under sub-
clause (I), make any modifications to the
map that are necessary to reflect that the
Commissioner of Reclamation retains man-
agement authority over the minimum quan-
tity of land required to fulfill the reclama-
tion mission.

(ii) TRANSFER OF LAND.—

(I) IN GENERAL.—Administrative jurisdic-
tion over the land identified on the map as
“Lands withdrawn or acquired for Bureau of
Reclamation projects’, as modified pursuant
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to clause (i)(II), if applicable, shall be trans-
ferred from the Commissioner of Reclama-
tion to the Director of the National Park
Service by not later than the date that is 1
year after the date of enactment of this Act.

(IT) ACCESS TO TRANSFERRED LAND.—

(aa) IN GENERAL.—Subject to item (bb), the
Commissioner of Reclamation shall retain
access to the land transferred to the Director
of the National Park Service under subclause
(I) for reclamation purposes, including for
the operation, maintenance, and expansion
or replacement of facilities.

(bb) MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING.—The
terms of the access authorized under item
(aa) shall be determined by a memorandum
of understanding entered into between the
Commissioner of Reclamation and the Direc-
tor of the National Park Service not later
than 1 year after the date of enactment of
this Act.

(3) MANAGEMENT AGREEMENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may enter
into management agreements, or modify
management agreements in existence on the
date of enactment of this Act, relating to the
authority of the Director of the National
Park Service, the Commissioner of Reclama-
tion, the Director of the Bureau of Land
Management, or the Chief of the Forest
Service to manage Federal land within or ad-
jacent to the boundary of the National
Recreation Area.

(B) STATE LAND.—The Secretary may enter
into cooperative management agreements
for any land administered by the State that
is within or adjacent to the National Recre-
ation Area, in accordance with the coopera-
tive management authority under section
101703 of title 54, United States Code.

(4) RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES.—

(A) AUTHORIZATION.—Except as provided in
subparagraph (B), the Secretary shall allow
boating, boating-related activities, hunting,
and fishing in the National Recreation Area
in accordance with applicable Federal and
State laws.

(B) CLOSURES; DESIGNATED ZONES.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, acting
through the Superintendent of the National
Recreation Area, may designate zones in
which, and establish periods during which,
no boating, hunting, or fishing shall be per-
mitted in the National Recreation Area
under subparagraph (A) for reasons of public
safety, administration, or compliance with
applicable laws.

(ii) CONSULTATION REQUIRED.—Except in
the case of an emergency, any closure pro-
posed by the Secretary under clause (i) shall
not take effect until after the date on which
the Superintendent of the National Recre-
ation Area consults with—

(I) the appropriate State agency respon-
sible for hunting and fishing activities; and

(IT) the Board of County Commissioners in
each county in which the zone is proposed to
be designated.

(6) LANDOWNER ASSISTANCE.—On the writ-
ten request of an individual that owns pri-
vate land located within the area generally
depicted as ‘‘Conservation Opportunity
Area’” on the map entitled ‘‘Preferred Alter-
native’’ in the document entitled ‘‘Report to
Congress: Curecanti Special Resource
Study” and dated June 2009, the Secretary
may work in partnership with the individual
to enhance the long-term conservation of
natural, cultural, recreational, and scenic re-
sources in and around the National Recre-
ation Area—

(A) by acquiring all or a portion of the pri-
vate land or interests in private land within
the Conservation Opportunity Area by pur-
chase, exchange, or donation, in accordance
with section 6403;
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(B) by providing technical assistance to
the individual, including cooperative assist-
ance;

(C) through available grant programs; and

(D) by supporting conservation easement
opportunities.

(6) INCORPORATION OF ACQUIRED LAND AND
INTERESTS.—Any land or interest in land ac-
quired by the United States under paragraph
() shall—

(A) become part of the National Recreation
Area; and

(B) be managed in accordance with this
title.

(7) WITHDRAWAL.—Subject to valid existing
rights, all Federal land within the National
Recreation Area, including land acquired
pursuant to this section, is withdrawn
from—

(A) entry, appropriation,
under the public land laws;

(B) location, entry, and patent under the
mining laws; and

(C) operation of the mineral leasing, min-
eral materials, and geothermal leasing laws.

(8) GRAZING.—

(A) STATE LAND SUBJECT TO A STATE GRAZ-
ING LEASE.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—If State land acquired
under this title is subject to a State grazing
lease in effect on the date of acquisition, the
Secretary shall allow the grazing to continue
for the remainder of the term of the lease,
subject to the related terms and conditions
of user agreements, including permitted
stocking rates, grazing fee levels, access
rights, and ownership and use of range im-
provements.

(ii) AcCCESS.—A lessee of State land may
continue to use established routes within the
National Recreation Area to access State
land for purposes of administering the lease
if the use was permitted before the date of
enactment of this Act, subject to such terms
and conditions as the Secretary may require.

(B) STATE AND PRIVATE LAND.—The Sec-
retary may, in accordance with applicable
laws, authorize grazing on land acquired
from the State or private landowners under
section 6403, if grazing was established before
the date of acquisition.

(C) PRIVATE LAND.—On private land ac-
quired under section 6403 for the National
Recreation Area on which authorized grazing
is occurring before the date of enactment of
this Act, the Secretary, in consultation with
the lessee, may allow the continuation and
renewal of grazing on the land based on the
terms of acquisition or by agreement be-
tween the Secretary and the lessee, subject
to applicable law (including regulations).

(D) FEDERAL LAND.—The Secretary shall—

(i) allow, consistent with the grazing
leases, uses, and practices in effect as of the
date of enactment of this Act, the continu-
ation and renewal of grazing on Federal land
located within the boundary of the National
Recreation Area on which grazing is allowed
before the date of enactment of this Act, un-
less the Secretary determines that grazing
on the Federal land would present unaccept-
able impacts (as defined in section 1.4.7.1 of
the National Park Service document entitled
“Management Policies 2006: The Guide to
Managing the National Park System’) to
the natural, cultural, recreational, and sce-
nic resource values and the character of the
land within the National Recreation Area;
and

(ii) retain all authorities to manage graz-
ing in the National Recreation Area.

(E) TERMINATION OF LEASES.—Within the
National Recreation Area, the Secretary
may—

(i) accept the voluntary termination of a
lease or permit for grazing; or

and disposal
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(ii) in the case of a lease or permit vacated
for a period of 3 or more years, terminate the
lease or permit.

(9) WATER RIGHTS.—Nothing in this title—

(A) affects any use or allocation in exist-
ence on the date of enactment of this Act of
any water, water right, or interest in water;

(B) affects any vested absolute or decreed
conditional water right in existence on the
date of enactment of this Act, including any
water right held by the United States;

(C) affects any interstate water compact in
existence on the date of enactment of this
Act;

(D) shall be considered to be a relinquish-
ment or reduction of any water right re-
served or appropriated by the United States
in the State on or before the date of enact-
ment of this Act; or

(E) constitutes an express or implied Fed-
eral reservation of any water or water rights
with respect to the National Recreation
Area.

(10) FISHING EASEMENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this title di-
minishes or alters the fish and wildlife pro-
gram for the Aspinall Unit developed under
section 8 of the Act of April 11, 1956 (com-
monly known as the ‘‘Colorado River Stor-
age Project Act’) (70 Stat. 110, chapter 203;
43 U.S.C. 620g), by the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service, the Bureau of Reclamation,
and the Colorado Division of Wildlife (includ-
ing any successor in interest to that divi-
sion) that provides for the acquisition of
public access fishing easements as mitiga-
tion for the Aspinall Unit (referred to in this
paragraph as the ‘“‘program’’).

(B) ACQUISITION OF FISHING EASEMENTS.—
The Secretary shall continue to fulfill the
obligation of the Secretary under the pro-
gram to acquire 26 miles of class 1 public
fishing easements to provide to sportsmen
access for fishing within the Upper Gunnison
Basin upstream of the Aspinall Unit, subject
to the condition that no existing fishing ac-
cess downstream of the Aspinall Unit shall
be counted toward the minimum mileage re-
quirement under the program.

(C) PLAN.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall develop a plan for fulfilling the obliga-
tion of the Secretary described in subpara-
graph (B) by the date that is 10 years after
the date of enactment of this Act.

(D) REPORTS.—Not later than each of 2
years, 5 years, and 8 years after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall
submit to Congress a report that describes
the progress made in fulfilling the obligation
of the Secretary described in subparagraph
(B).

(d) TRIBAL RIGHTS AND USES.—

(1) TREATY RIGHTS.—Nothing in this title
affects the treaty rights of any Indian Tribe.

(2) TRADITIONAL TRIBAL USES.—Subject to
any terms and conditions as the Secretary
determines to be necessary and in accord-
ance with applicable law, the Secretary shall
allow for the continued use of the National
Recreation Area by members of Indian
Tribes—

(A) for traditional ceremonies; and

(B) as a source of traditional plants and
other materials.

SEC. 6403. ACQUISITION OF LAND; BOUNDARY
MANAGEMENT.

(a) ACQUISITION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may ac-
quire any land or interest in land within the
boundary of the National Recreation Area.

(2) MANNER OF ACQUISITION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(B), land described in paragraph (1) may be
acquired under this subsection by—

(i) donation;

(ii) purchase from willing sellers with do-
nated or appropriated funds;
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(iii) transfer from another Federal agency;
or

(iv) exchange.

(B) STATE LAND.—Land or interests in land
owned by the State or a political subdivision
of the State may only be acquired by pur-
chase, donation, or exchange.

(b) TRANSFER OF ADMINISTRATIVE JURISDIC-
TION.—

(1) FOREST SERVICE LAND.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Administrative jurisdic-
tion over the approximately 2,500 acres of
land identified on the map as “U.S. Forest
Service proposed transfer to the National
Park Service” is transferred to the Sec-
retary, to be administered by the Director of
the National Park Service as part of the Na-
tional Recreation Area.

(B) BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT.—The boundary
of the Gunnison National Forest shall be ad-
justed to exclude the land transferred to the
Secretary under subparagraph (A).

(2) BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT LAND.—
Administrative jurisdiction over the ap-
proximately 6,100 acres of land identified on
the map as ‘“‘Bureau of Land Management
proposed transfer to National Park Service’’
is transferred from the Director of the Bu-
reau of Land Management to the Director of
the National Park Service, to be adminis-
tered as part of the National Recreation
Area.

(3) WITHDRAWAL.—Administrative jurisdic-
tion over the land identified on the map as
“Proposed for transfer to the Bureau of Land
Management, subject to the revocation of
Bureau of Reclamation withdrawal”’ shall be
transferred to the Director of the Bureau of
Land Management on relinquishment of the
land by the Bureau of Reclamation and rev-
ocation by the Bureau of Land Management
of any withdrawal as may be necessary.

(¢) POTENTIAL LAND EXCHANGE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The withdrawal for rec-
lamation purposes of the land identified on
the map as ‘‘Potential exchange lands’’ shall
be relinquished by the Commissioner of Rec-
lamation and revoked by the Director of the
Bureau of Land Management and the land
shall be transferred to the National Park
Service.

(2) EXCHANGE; INCLUSION IN NATIONAL
RECREATION AREA.—On transfer of the land
described in paragraph (1), the transferred
land—

(A) may be exchanged by the Secretary for
private land described in section 6402(c)(5)—

(i) subject to a conservation easement re-
maining on the transferred land, to protect
the scenic resources of the transferred land;
and

(ii) in accordance with the laws (including
regulations) and policies governing National
Park Service land exchanges; and

(B) if not exchanged under subparagraph
(A), shall be added to, and managed as a part
of, the National Recreation Area.

(d) ADDITION TO NATIONAL RECREATION
AREA.—Any land within the boundary of the
National Recreation Area that is acquired by
the United States shall be added to, and
managed as a part of, the National Recre-
ation Area.

SEC. 6404. GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN.

Not later than 3 years after the date on
which funds are made available to carry out
this title, the Director of the National Park
Service, in consultation with the Commis-
sioner of Reclamation, shall prepare a gen-
eral management plan for the National
Recreation Area in accordance with section
100502 of title 54, United States Code.

SEC. 6405. BOUNDARY SURVEY.

The Secretary (acting through the Direc-
tor of the National Park Service) shall pre-
pare a boundary survey and legal description
of the National Recreation Area.
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SA 298. Mr. BENNET (for himself and
Mr. WELCH) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2024 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end, add the following:

DIVISION F—DIGITAL PLATFORM
COMMISSION ACT OF 2023
SEC. 6001. SHORT TITLE.

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Digital
Platform Commission Act of 2023"".

SEC. 6002. FINDINGS; SENSE OF CONGRESS.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the
lowing:

(1) In the United States and around the
world, digital platforms and online services
play a central role in modern life by pro-
viding new tools for communication, com-
merce, entrepreneurship, and debate.

(2) The United States takes pride in the
success of its technology sector, which leads
the world in innovation and dynamism, pro-
vides valuable services to the people of the
United States, and supports thousands of
good-paying jobs in the United States.

(3) In recent years, a few digital platforms
have benefitted from the combination of
economies of scale, network effects, and
unique characteristics of the digital market-
place to achieve vast power over the econ-
omy, society, and democracy of the United
States.

(4) The last time Congress enacted legisla-
tion to meaningfully regulate the technology
or telecommunications sector was the Tele-
communications Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-
104; 110 Stat 56.), years before many of to-
day’s largest digital platforms even existed.

(5) Digital platforms remain largely un-
regulated and are left to write their own
rules without meaningful democratic input
or accountability.

(6) The unregulated policies and operations
of some of the most powerful digital plat-
forms have at times produced demonstrable
harm, including—

(A) undercutting small businesses;

(B) abetting the collapse of trusted local
journalism;

(C) enabling addiction and other harms to
the mental health of the people of the United
States, especially minors;

(D) disseminating disinformation and hate
speech;

(E) undermining privacy and monetizing
the personal data of individuals in the
United States without their informed con-
sent;

(F') in some cases, radicalizing individuals
to violence; and

(G) perpetuating discriminatory treatment
of communities of color and underserved
populations.

(7) The development of increasingly power-
ful algorithmic processes for communica-
tion, research, content generation, and deci-
sion making, such as generative artificial in-
telligence, threatens to magnify the harms
identified in paragraph (6) without mecha-
nisms for proper oversight and regulation to
protect the public interest.

(8) The failure of the United States Gov-
ernment to establish appropriate regulations
for digital platforms cedes to foreign com-
petitors the historic role played by the
United States in setting reasonable rules of
the road and technical standards for emerg-
ing technologies.

fol-
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(9) Throughout the history of the United
States, Congress has often responded to the
emergence of powerful and complex new sec-
tors of the economy by empowering sector-
specific expert Federal regulators.

(10) Throughout the history of the United
States, the Federal Government has estab-
lished reasonable regulation, consistent with
the First Amendment to the Constitution of
the United States, to promote a diversity of
viewpoints, support civic engagement, and
preserve the right of citizens to commu-
nicate with each other, which is
foundational to self-governance.

(11) The unique power and complexity of
several digital platforms, combined with the
absence of modern Federal regulations, rein-
forces the need for a new Federal body
equipped with the authorities, tools, and ex-
pertise to regulate digital platforms to en-
sure their operations remain consistent,
where appropriate, with the public interest.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the Federal agency established
under this division should—

(1) develop appropriate regulations and
policies grounded in the common law prin-
ciples of the duty of care and the duty to
deal, insofar as those principles are relevant
and practical; and

(2) adopt, where relevant and practical, a
risk management regulatory approach that
prioritizes anticipating, limiting, and bal-
ancing against other interests the broad eco-
nomic, societal, and political risks of harm
posed by the activities and operations of a
person or class of persons.

SEC. 6003. DEFINITIONS.

In this division:

(1) ALGORITHMIC PROCESS.—The term ‘‘algo-
rithmic process’” means a computational
process, including one derived from machine
learning or other artificial intelligence tech-
niques, that processes personal information
or other data for the purpose of—

(A) making a decision;

(B) generating content; or

(C) determining the order or manner in
which a set of information is provided, rec-
ommended to, or withheld from a user of a
digital platform, including—

(i) the provision of commercial content;

(ii) the display of social media posts;

(iii) the display of search results or
rankings; or

(iv) any other method of automated deci-
sion making, content selection, or content
amplification.

(2) CODE COUNCIL; COUNCIL.—The term
““Code Council” or “Council” means the Code
Council established under section 6008(a).

(3) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission”
means the Federal Digital Platform Commis-
sion established under section 6004.

(4) DIGITAL PLATFORM.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘digital plat-
form” means an online service that serves as
an intermediary facilitating interactions—

(i) between users; and

(ii) between users and—

(I) entities offering goods and services
through the online service; or

(IT) the online service with respect to goods
and services offered directly by the online
service, including content primarily gen-
erated by algorithmic processes.

(B) DE MINIMIS EXCEPTION.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding subpara-
graph (A)(ii)(II), the term ‘‘digital platform®
does not include an entity that offers goods
and services to the public online if the offer-
ing of goods and services online is a de mini-
mis part of the entity’s overall business.

(ii) ONLINE SERVICES THAT DO NOT QUALIFY
FOR DE MINIMIS EXCEPTION.—Notwithstanding
clause (i), if an online service described in
subparagraph (A)(ii)(IT) is owned by an enti-
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ty but is offered through an affiliate, part-
nership, or joint venture of, or is otherwise
segregable from, the entity—

(I) the online service shall be considered a
digital platform; and

(IT) the entity shall not be considered a
digital platform.

(C) SMALL DIGITAL PLATFORM BUSINESSES.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘digital plat-
form” does not include a small digital plat-
form business, except as provided in clause
(iii).

(ii) SBA RULEMAKING.—Not later than 180
days after the date of enactment of this Act,
the Administrator of the Small Business Ad-
ministration shall by regulation define the
term ‘‘small digital platform business’ for
purposes of clause (i).

(iii) NON-APPLICABILITY TO SYSTEMICALLY
IMPORTANT DIGITAL PLATFORMS.—Clause (i)
shall not apply to a systemically important
digital platform.

(D) NEWS ORGANIZATIONS.—The term ‘‘dig-
ital platform’” does not include an entity
whose primary purpose is the delivery to the
public of news that the entity writes, edits,
and reports.

(5) IMMEDIATE FAMILY MEMBER.—The term
“‘immediate family member’’, with respect
to an individual, means a spouse, parent, sib-
ling, or child of the individual.

(6) ONLINE SERVICE.—The term ‘‘online
service’ includes a consumer-facing website,
back-end online-support system, or other
facilitator of online transactions and activi-
ties.

(7) SYSTEMICALLY IMPORTANT DIGITAL PLAT-
FORM.—The term ‘‘systemically important
digital platform” means a digital platform
that the Commission has designated as a sys-
temically important digital platform under
section 6010.

SEC. 6004. ESTABLISHMENT OF FEDERAL DIG-
ITAL PLATFORM COMMISSION.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a

commission to be known as the ‘‘Federal
Digital Platform Commission”, which
shall—

(1) be constituted as provided in this divi-
sion; and

(2) execute and enforce the provisions of
this division.

(b) PURPOSES OF COMMISSION.—The purpose
of the Commission is to regulate digital plat-
forms, consistent with the public interest,
convenience, and necessity, to promote to all
the people of the United States, so far as pos-
sible, the following:

(1) Access to digital platforms for civic en-
gagement and economic and educational op-
portunities.

(2) Access to government services and pub-
lic safety.

(3) Competition to encourage the creation
of new online services and innovation, and to
provide to consumers benefits such as lower
prices and better quality of service.

(4) Prevention of harmful levels of con-
centration of private power over critical dig-
ital infrastructure.

(5) A robust and competitive marketplace
of ideas with a diversity of views at the
local, State, and national levels.

(6) Protection for consumers, including
those in communities of color and under-
served populations, from deceptive, unfair,
unjust, unreasonable, or abusive practices
committed by digital platforms.

(7) Assurance that the algorithmic proc-
esses of digital platforms are fair, trans-
parent, and safe.

(¢) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this division, or any amendment made by
this division, shall be construed to modify,
impair, or supersede the applicability of any
antitrust laws.
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SEC. 6005. JURISDICTION.

(a) PLENARY JURISDICTION.—The Commis-
sion shall have jurisdiction over any digital
platform, the services of which—

(1) originate or are received within the
United States; and

(2) affect interstate or foreign commerce.

(b) PROVISIONS RELATIVE TO SYSTEMICALLY
IMPORTANT DIGITAL PLATFORMS.—Not later
than 180 days after the earliest date as of
which not fewer than 3 Commissioners have
been confirmed, the Commission shall deter-
mine whether to promulgate rules, with
input from the Code Council as appropriate,
to establish for systemically important dig-
ital platforms—

(1) commercial and technical standards
for—

(A) data portability; and

(B) interoperability, which shall be defined
as the functionality of information systems
to—

(i) exchange data; and

(ii) enable sharing of information;

(2) requirements—

(A) for recommendation systems and other
algorithmic processes of systemically impor-
tant digital platforms to ensure that the al-
gorithmic processes are fair, transparent,
and without harmful, abusive, anticompeti-
tive, or deceptive bias; and

(B) for auditing, accountability,
explainability of algorithmic processes;

(3) transparency requirements for terms of
service, including content moderation poli-
cies;

(4) requirements for regular public risk as-
sessments of the distribution of harmful con-
tent on a systemically important digital
platform and steps the systemically impor-
tant digital platform has taken, or plans to
take, to mitigate those harms, including
harms arising from algorithmic processes;

(5) transparency and disclosure obligations
to enable—

(A) oversight by the Commission;

(B) third-party audits to ensure the accu-
racy of any public risk assessments required
under paragraph (4); and

(C) trusted third-party research in the pub-
lic interest; and

(6) commercial and technical standards to
ensure accessibility to individuals with a
disability, as defined in section 3 of the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42
U.S.C. 12102), including to provide the ability
for an individual who has a hearing impair-
ment, speech impairment, or vision impair-
ment to engage with systemically important
digital platforms in a manner that is func-
tionally equivalent to the ability of an indi-
vidual who does not have a hearing impair-
ment, speech impairment, or vision impair-
ment to engage with systemically important
digital platforms.

(¢) SPECIFIC CODES AND STANDARDS.—

(1) AGE-APPROPRIATE DESIGN CODE.—

(A) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180
days after the earliest date as of which not
fewer than 3 Commissioners have been con-
firmed, the Commission shall, with input
from the Code Council as appropriate, estab-
lish by rule an age-appropriate design code.

(B) CONTENTS.—The age-appropriate design
code established under subparagraph (A)
shall include—

(i) requirements governing the design and
data privacy standards for the entities that
the Commission designates as being subject
to the code; and

(ii) prohibited design features and data
practices for the entities described in clause
).

(2) AGE VERIFICATION STANDARDS.—Not
later than 180 days after the earliest date as
of which not fewer than 3 Commissioners
have been confirmed, the Commission shall,

and
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with input from the Code Council as appro-
priate, begin the process of developing age
verification standards.

(3) PROCEDURE.—

(A) PUBLIC REVIEW; COMMISSION EXAMINA-
TION AND VOTE.—In establishing an age-ap-
propriate design code and age verification
standards under paragraphs (1) and (2), the
Commission shall first develop a proposed
code and standards, respectively, and comply
with the requirements under paragraph (4) of
section 6008(e) in the same manner as with
respect to a proposed behavioral code, tech-
nical standard, or other policy submitted to
the Commission by the Code Council under
paragraph (3) of that section.

(B) UPDATES.—Paragraph (5) of section
6008(e) shall apply to the age-appropriate de-
sign code and age verification standards es-
tablished under paragraphs (1) and (2) of this
subsection in the same manner as it applies
to a behavioral code, technical standard, or
other policy established by rule under para-
graph (4) of that section.

(d) FORBEARANCE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission may for-
bear from exercising jurisdiction over a dig-
ital platform or class of digital platforms
based on size, revenue, market share, or
other attributes the Commission determines
appropriate.

(2) FLEXIBILITY.—The Commission may re-
assert jurisdiction over a digital platform or
class of digital platform over which the Com-
mission forbore from exercising jurisdiction
under paragraph (1).

SEC. 6006. ORGANIZATION AND GENERAL POW-
ERS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall be
composed of 5 Commissioners appointed by
the President, by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate, one of whom the
President shall designate as chair.

(b) QUALIFICATIONS.—

(1) CITIZENSHIP.—Each member of the Com-
mission shall be a citizen of the United
States.

(2) CONFLICTS OF INTEREST.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraphs
(B) and (C), no member of the Commission or
person employed by the Commission, and no
immediate family member thereof, shall—

(i) be financially interested in—

(I) any person significantly regulated by
the Commission under this division; or

(IT) a third party in direct and substantial
competition with a person described in sub-
clause (I); or

(ii) be employed by, hold any official rela-
tion to, or own any stocks, bonds, or other
securities of, any person or third party de-
scribed in clause (i).

(B) SIGNIFICANT INTEREST.—The prohibi-
tions under subparagraph (A) shall apply
only to financial interests in any company
or other entity that has a significant inter-
est in activities subject to regulation by the
Commission.

(C) WAIVER.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to section 208 of
title 18, United States Code, the Commission
may waive, from time to time, the applica-
tion of the prohibitions under subparagraph
(A) to persons employed by the Commission,
or immediate family members thereof, if the
Commission determines that the financial
interests of a person that are involved in a
particular case are minimal.

(ii) NO WAIVER FOR COMMISSIONERS.—The
waiver authority under clause (i) shall not
apply with respect to members of the Com-
mission.

(iii) PUBLICATION.—If the Commission exer-
cises the waiver authority under clause (i),
the Commission shall publish notice of that
action in the Federal Register.

(3) DETERMINATION OF SIGNIFICANT INTER-
EST.—The Commission, in determining for
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purposes of paragraph (2) whether a company
or other entity has a significant interest in
activities that are subject to regulation by
the Commission, shall consider, without ex-
cluding other relevant factors—

(A) the revenues, investments, profits, and
managerial efforts directed to the related ac-
tivities of the company or other entity, as
compared to the other aspects of the busi-
ness of the company or other entity;

(B) the extent to which the Commission
regulates and oversees the activities of the
company or other entity;

(C) the degree to which the economic inter-
ests of the company or other entity may be
affected by any action of the Commission;
and

(D) the perceptions held by the public re-
garding the business activities of the com-
pany or other entity.

(4) NO OTHER EMPLOYMENT.—A member of
the Commission may not engage in any
other business, vocation, profession, or em-
ployment while serving as a member of the
Commission.

(5) POLITICAL PARTIES.—The maximum
number of commissioners who may be mem-
bers of the same political party shall be a
number equal to the least number of com-
missioners that constitutes a majority of the
full membership of the Commission.

(¢c) TERM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A commissioner—

(A) shall be appointed for a term of 5 years;
and

(B) may continue to serve after the expira-
tion of the fixed term of office of the com-
missioner until a successor is appointed and
has been confirmed and taken the oath of of-
fice.

(2) FILLING OF VACANCIES.—Any person cho-
sen to fill a vacancy in the Commission—

(A) shall be appointed for the unexpired
term of the commissioner that the person
succeeds;

(B) except as provided in subparagraph (C),
may continue to serve after the expiration of
the fixed term of office of the commissioner
that the person succeeds until a successor is
appointed and has been confirmed and taken
the oath of office; and

(C) may not continue to serve after the ex-
piration of the session of Congress that be-
gins after the expiration of the fixed term of
office of the commissioner that the person
succeeds.

(3) EFFECT OF VACANCY ON POWERS OF COM-
MISSION.—Except as provided in section
6009(e) (relating to repeal of prior rules), no
vacancy in the Commission shall impair the
right of the remaining commissioners to ex-
ercise all the powers of the Commission.

(d) SALARY OF COMMISSIONERS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each Commissioner shall
receive an annual salary at the annual rate
payable from time to time for grade 16 of the
pay scale of the Securities and Exchange
Commission, payable in monthly install-
ments.

(2) CHAIR.—The Chair of the Commission,
during the period of service as Chair, shall
receive an annual salary at the annual rate
payable from time to time for grade 17 of the
pay scale of the Securities and Exchange
Commission.

(e) PRINCIPAL OFFICE.—

(1) GENERAL SESSIONS.—The principal office
of the Commission shall be in the District of
Columbia, where its general sessions shall be
held.

(2) SPECIAL SESSIONS.—Whenever the con-
venience of the public or of the parties may
be promoted or delay or expense prevented
thereby, the Commission may hold special
sessions in any part of the United States.

(f) EMPLOYEES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission may,
subject to the civil service laws and the Clas-
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sification Act of 1949, as amended, appoint
such officers, engineers, accountants, attor-
neys, inspectors, examiners, and other em-
ployees as are necessary in the exercise of its
functions.

(2) ASSISTANTS.—

(A) PROFESSIONAL  ASSISTANTS; SEC-
RETARY.—Without regard to the civil-service
laws, but subject to the Classification Act of
1949, each commissioner may appoint profes-
sional assistants and a secretary, each of
whom shall perform such duties as the com-
missioner shall direct.

(B) ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TO CHAIR.—
In addition to the authority under subpara-
graph (A), the Chair of the Commission may
appoint, without regard to the civil-service
laws, but subject to the Classification Act of
1949, an administrative assistant who shall
perform such duties as the Chair shall direct.

(3) USE OF VOLUNTEERS TO MONITOR VIOLA-
TIONS RELATING TO ONLINE SERVICES.—

(A) RECRUITMENT AND TRAINING OF VOLUN-
TEERS.—The Commission, for purposes of
monitoring violations of any provision of
this division (and of any regulation pre-
scribed by the Commission under this divi-
sion), may—

(i) recruit and train any software engineer,
computer scientist, data scientist, or other
individual with skills or expertise relevant
to the responsibilities of the Commission;
and

(ii) accept and employ the voluntary and
uncompensated services of individuals de-
scribed in clause (i).

(B) NO LIMITATIONS ON VOLUNTARY SERV-
ICES.—The authority of the Commission
under subparagraph (A) shall not be subject
to or affected by—

(i) part III of title 5, United States Code; or

(ii) section 1342 of title 31, United States
Code.

(C) NO FEDERAL EMPLOYMENT.—Any indi-
vidual who provides services under this para-
graph or who provides goods in connection
with such services shall not be considered a
Federal or special government employee.

(D) BROAD REPRESENTATION.—The Commis-
sion, in accepting and employing services of
individuals under subparagraph (A), shall
seek to achieve a broad representation of in-
dividuals and organizations.

(E) RULES OF CONDUCT.—The Commission
may establish rules of conduct and other reg-
ulations governing the service of individuals
under this paragraph.

(F) REGULATIONS FOR PERSONNEL PRAC-
TICES.—The Commission may prescribe regu-
lations to select, oversee, sanction, and dis-
miss any individual authorized under this
paragraph to be employed by the Commis-
sion.

(g) EXPENDITURES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission may
make such expenditures (including expendi-
tures for rent and personal services at the
seat of government and elsewhere, for office
supplies, online subscriptions, electronics,
law books, periodicals, subscriptions, and
books of reference), as may be necessary for
the execution of the functions vested in the
Commission and as may be appropriated for
by Congress in accordance with the author-
izations of appropriations under section 6020.

(2) REIMBURSEMENT.—AIl expenditures of
the Commission, including all necessary ex-
penses for transportation incurred by the
commissioners or by their employees, under
their orders, in making any investigation or
upon any official business in any other
places than in the city of Washington, shall
be allowed and paid on the presentation of
itemized vouchers therefor approved by the
Chair of the Commission or by such other
members or officer thereof as may be des-
ignated by the Commission for that purpose.

(3) GIFTS.—
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(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, in furtherance of its
functions the Commission is authorized to
accept, hold, administer, and use uncondi-
tional gifts, donations, and bequests of real,
personal, and other property (including vol-
untary and uncompensated services, as au-
thorized by section 3109 of title 5, United
States Code).

(B) TAXES.—For the purpose of Federal law
on income taxes, estate taxes, and gift taxes,
property or services accepted under the au-
thority of subparagraph (A) shall be deemed
to be a gift, bequest, or devise to the United
States.

(C) REGULATIONS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall pro-
mulgate regulations to carry out this para-
graph.

(ii) CONFLICTS OF INTEREST.—The regula-
tions promulgated under clause (i) shall in-
clude provisions to preclude the acceptance
of any gift, bequest, or donation that would
create a conflict of interest or the appear-
ance of a conflict of interest.

(h) QUORUM; SEAL.—

(1) QUORUM.—Three members of the Com-
mission shall constitute a quorum thereof.

(2) SEAL.—The Commission shall have an
official seal which shall be judicially no-
ticed.

(i) DUTIES AND POWERS.—The Commission
may perform any and all acts, including col-
lection of any information from digital plat-
forms under the jurisdiction of the Commis-
sion as the Commission determines nec-
essary, without regard to any final deter-
mination of the Office on Management and
Budget under chapter 35 of title 44, United
States Code (commonly referred to as the
“Paperwork Reduction Act’”), make such
rules and regulations, and issue such orders,
not inconsistent with this division, as may
be necessary in the execution of its func-
tions.

(j) CONDUCT OF PROCEEDINGS; HEARINGS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission may con-
duct its proceedings in such manner as will
best conduce to the proper dispatch of busi-
ness and to the ends of justice.

(2) CONFLICT OF INTEREST.—No commis-
sioner shall participate in any hearing or
proceeding in which he has a pecuniary in-
terest.

(3) OPEN TO ALL PARTIES.—Any party may
appear before the Commission and be heard
in person or by attorney.

(4) RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
B)>—

(i) every vote and official act of the Com-
mission shall be entered of record; and

(ii) the Commission shall endeavor to
make each proceeding public, while recog-
nizing the occasional need for private con-
vening and deliberation.

(B) DEFENSE INFORMATION.—The Commis-
sion may withhold publication of records or
proceedings containing secret information
affecting the national defense.

(k) RECORD OF REPORTS.—AII reports of in-
vestigations made by the Commission shall
be entered of record, and a copy thereof shall
be furnished to the party who may have com-
plained, and to any digital platform or li-
censee that may have been complained of.

(1) PUBLICATION OF REPORTS; ADMISSIBILITY
AS EVIDENCE.—The Commission shall provide
for the publication of its reports and deci-
sions in such form and manner as may be
best adapted for public information and use,
and such authorized publications shall be
competent evidence of the reports and deci-
sions of the Commission therein contained in
all courts of the United States and of the
several States without any further proof or
authentication thereof.

(m) COMPENSATION OF APPOINTEES.—Rates
of compensation of persons appointed under
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this section shall be subject to the reduction
applicable to officers and employees of the
Federal Government generally.

(n) MEMORANDA OF UNDERSTANDING.—The
Commission shall enter into memoranda of
understanding with the Federal Communica-
tions Commission, the Federal Trade Com-
mission, and the Department of Justice to
ensure, to the greatest extent possible, co-
ordination, collaboration, and the effective
use of Federal resources concerning areas of
overlapping jurisdiction.

SEC. 6007. ORGANIZATION AND FUNCTIONING OF
THE COMMISSION.

(a) CHAIR; DUTIES; VACANCY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The member of the Com-
mission designated by the President as Chair
shall be the chief executive officer of the
Commission.

(2) DUTIES.—The Chair of the Commission
shall—

(A) preside at all meetings and sessions of
the Commission;

(B) represent the Commission in all mat-
ters relating to legislation and legislative re-
ports, except that any commissioner may
present the commissioner’s own or minority
views or supplemental reports;

(C) represent the Commission in all mat-
ters requiring conferences or communica-
tions with other governmental officers, de-
partments, or agencies; and

(D) generally coordinate and organize the
work of the Commission in such manner as
to promote prompt and efficient disposition
of all matters within the jurisdiction of the
Commission.

(3) VAcANCcY.—In the case of a vacancy in
the office of the Chair of the Commission, or
the absence or inability of the Chair to
serve, the Commission may temporarily des-
ignate a member of the Commission to act as
Chair until the cause or circumstance requir-
ing the designation is eliminated or cor-
rected.

(b) ORGANIZATION OF STAFF.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—From time to time as the
Commission may find necessary, the Com-
mission shall organize its staff into—

(A) bureaus, to function on the basis of the
Commission’s principal workload operations;
and

(B) such other divisional organizations as
the Commission may determine necessary.

(2) INTEGRATION.—The Commission, to the
extent practicable, shall organize the bu-
reaus and other divisions of the Commission
to—

(A) promote collaboration and cross-cut-
ting subject matter and technical expertise;
and

(B) avoid organization silos.

(3) PERSONNEL.—Each bureau established
under paragraph (1)(A) shall include such
legal, engineering, accounting, administra-
tive, clerical, and other personnel as the
Commission may determine to be necessary
to perform its functions.

(4) EXPERT PERSONNEL.—The Commission
shall prioritize, to the extent practicable,
the hiring of staff with a demonstrated aca-
demic or professional background in com-
puter science, data science, application de-
velopment, technology policy, and other
areas the Commission may determine nec-
essary to perform its functions.

(c) DELEGATION OF FUNCTIONS; EXCEPTIONS
TO INITIAL ORDERS; FORCE, EFFECT, AND EN-
FORCEMENT OF ORDERS; ADMINISTRATIVE AND
JUDICIAL REVIEW; QUALIFICATIONS AND COM-
PENSATION OF DELEGATES; ASSIGNMENT OF
CASES; SEPARATION OF REVIEW AND INVES-
TIGATIVE OR PROSECUTING FUNCTIONS; SEC-
RETARY; SEAL.—

(1) DELEGATION OF FUNCTIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—When necessary to the
proper functioning of the Commission and
the prompt and orderly conduct of its busi-
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ness, the Commission may, by published rule
or by order, delegate any of its functions to
a panel of commissioners, an individual com-
missioner, an employee board, or an indi-
vidual employee, including functions with
respect to hearing, determining, ordering,
certifying, reporting, or otherwise acting as
to any work, business, or matter; except that
in delegating review functions to employees
in cases of adjudication (as defined in section
5561 of title 5, United States Code), the dele-
gation in any such case may be made only to
an employee board consisting of 2 or more
employees referred to in paragraph (7).

(B) MINIMUM VOTE.—Any rule or order de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) may be adopted,
amended, or rescinded only by a vote of a
majority of the members of the Commission
then holding office.

(2) FORCE, EFFECT, AND ENFORCEMENT OF OR-
DERS.—AnNy order, decision, report, or action
made or taken pursuant to a delegation
under paragraph (1), unless reviewed as pro-
vided in paragraph (3), shall have the same
force and effect, and shall be made, evi-
denced, and enforced in the same manner, as
orders, decisions, reports, or other actions of
the Commission.

(3) ADMINISTRATIVE AND JUDICIAL REVIEW.—

(A) AGGRIEVED PERSONS.—ANy person ag-
grieved by an order, decision, report, or ac-
tion described in paragraph (1) may file an
application for review by the Commission
within such time and in such manner as the
Commission shall prescribe, and every such
application shall be passed upon by the Com-
mission.

(B) INITIATIVE OF COMMISSION.—The Com-
mission, on its own initiative, may review in
whole or in part, at such time and in such
manner as it shall determine, any order, de-
cision, report, or action made or taken pur-
suant to any delegation under paragraph (1).

(4) REVIEW.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—In passing upon an appli-
cation for review filed under paragraph (3),
the Commission may grant, in whole or in
part, or deny the application without speci-
fying any reasons therefor.

(B) QUESTIONS OF FACT OR LAW.—No appli-
cation for review filed under paragraph (3)(A)
shall rely on questions of fact or law upon
which the panel of commissioners, individual
commissioner, employee board, or individual
employee has been afforded no opportunity
to pass.

() GRANT OF APPLICATION.—If the Commis-
sion grants an application for review filed
under paragraph (3)(A), the Commission
may—

(A) affirm, modify, or set aside the order,
decision, report, or action; or

(B) order a rehearing upon the order, deci-
sion, report, or action.

(6) APPLICATION REQUIRED FOR JUDICIAL RE-
VIEW.—The filing of an application for review
under paragraph (3)(A) shall be a condition
precedent to judicial review of any order, de-
cision, report, or action made or taken pur-
suant to a delegation under paragraph (1).

(7) QUALIFICATIONS AND COMPENSATION OF
DELEGATES; ASSIGNMENT OF CASES; SEPARA-
TION OF REVIEW AND INVESTIGATIVE OR PROS-
ECUTING FUNCTIONS.—

(A) QUALIFICATIONS OF DELEGATES.—The
employees to whom the Commission may
delegate review functions in any case of ad-
judication (as defined in the Administrative
Procedure Act)—

(i) shall be qualified, by reason of their
training, experience, and competence, to per-
form such review functions; and

(ii) shall perform no duties inconsistent
with such review functions.

(B) COMPENSATION.—An employee described
in subparagraph (A) shall be in a grade clas-
sification or salary level commensurate with
the important duties of the employee, and in
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no event less than the grade classification or
salary level of the employee or employees
whose actions are to be reviewed.

(C) SEPARATION.—In the performance of re-
view functions described in subparagraph
(A), employees described in that subpara-
graph—

(i) shall be assigned to cases in rotation so
far as practicable; and

(ii) shall not be responsible to or subject to
the supervision or direction of any officer,
employee, or agent engaged in the perform-
ance of investigative or prosecuting func-
tions for any agency.

(8) SECRETARY; SEAL.—The secretary and
seal of the Commission shall be the secretary
and seal of each panel of the Commission,
each individual commissioner, and each em-
ployee board or individual employee exer-
cising functions delegated pursuant to para-
graph (1) of this subsection.

(d) MEETINGS.—Meetings of the Commis-
sion shall be held at regular intervals, not
less frequently than once each calendar
month, at which times the functioning of the
Commission and the handling of its workload
shall be reviewed and such orders shall be en-
tered and other action taken as may be nec-
essary or appropriate to expedite the prompt
and orderly conduct of the business of the
Commission with the objective of rendering
a final decision in a timely fashion.

(e) MANAGING DIRECTOR.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall
have a Managing Director who shall be ap-
pointed by the Chair subject to the approval
of the Commission.

(2) FUNCTIONS.—The Managing Director,
under the supervision and direction of the
Chair, shall perform such administrative and
executive functions as the Chair shall dele-
gate.

(3) PAY.—The Managing Director shall be
paid at a rate equal to the rate then payable
for grade 15 of the pay scale of the Securities
and Exchange Commission.

SEC. 6008. CODE COUNCIL.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Commission shall
establish a Code Council that shall develop
proposed voluntary or enforceable behavioral
codes, technical standards, or other policies
for digital platforms through the code proc-
ess under subsection (e), including with re-
spect to transparency and accountability for
algorithmic processes.

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Council shall consist
of 18 members, of whom—

(A) 6 shall be representatives of digital
platforms or associations of digital plat-
forms, not fewer than 3 of whom shall be rep-
resentatives of systemically important dig-
ital platforms or associations that include
systemically important digital platforms;

(B) 6 shall be representatives of nonprofit
public interest groups, academics, and other
experts not affiliated with commercial enter-
prises, with demonstrated expertise in tech-
nology policy, law, consumer protection, pri-
vacy, competition, disinformation, or an-
other area the Chair determines relevant;
and

(C) 6 shall be technical experts in engineer-

ing, application development, computer
science, data science, machine learning,
communications, media studies, and any

other discipline the Chair determines rel-
evant.

(2) APPOINTMENT.—The Chair shall appoint
each member of the Council, subject to ap-
proval by the Commission.

(3) TERMS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—A member of the Council
shall be appointed for a term of 3 years.

(B) STAGGERED TERMS.—The terms of mem-
bers of the Council shall be staggered such
that one-third of the membership of the
Council changes each year.
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(c) MEETINGS.—The Council shall meet
publicly not less frequently than once a
month.

(d) CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—There shall be a Chair and
Vice Chair of the Council—

(A) one of whom shall be a member de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) of subsection
(b)(1); and

(B) one of whom shall be a member de-
scribed in subparagraph (B) of subsection
o)D)

(2) ANNUAL ROTATION.—The Chair or Vice
Chair for a calendar year shall be a member
described in a different subparagraph of sub-
section (b)(1) than the member who served as
Chair or Vice Chair, respectively, for the pre-
ceding calendar year.

(e) CODE PROCESS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission may, at
any time, initiate a process to develop a vol-
untary or enforceable behavioral code, tech-
nical standard, or other policy for digital
platforms or a class of digital platforms.

(2) INITIATION BASED ON PETITION OR COUN-
CIL VOTE.—The Commission may initiate the
process described in paragraph (1) if—

(A) the Commission receives a petition
from the public, including from a digital
platform or an association of digital plat-
forms; or

(B) the Council votes to initiate the proc-
ess.

(3) COUNCIL EXAMINATION AND VOTE.—If the
process described in paragraph (1) is initi-
ated, the Council—

(A) shall consider and develop, if appro-
priate, a proposed behavioral code, technical
standard, or other policy for digital plat-
forms or a class of digital platforms;

(B) in considering and developing a pro-
posed code, standard, or policy under sub-
paragraph (A), shall—

(i) allow for submission of feedback by any
interested party; and

(ii) make available to the public a factual
record, developed during the consideration
and development of the proposed code, stand-
ard, or policy, that includes any submission
received under clause (i);

(C) not earlier than 180 days and not later
than 360 days after the date on which the
process is initiated, shall vote on whether to
submit a recommendation for the proposed
code, standard, or policy to the Commission;
and

(D) may submit minority views along with
a recommendation under subparagraph (C),
as appropriate.

(4) PUBLIC REVIEW; COMMISSION EXAMINA-
TION AND VOTE.—Upon receipt of a rec-
ommendation for a proposed behavioral code,
technical standard, or other policy from the
Council under paragraph (3), the Commission
shall—

(A) allow for submission of comments on
the proposed code, standard, or policy by any
interested party for a period of not fewer
than 45 days and not more than 90 days, and
publicly disclose any comments received;

(B) examine the proposed code, standard,
or policy, along with comments received
under subparagraph (A);

(C) determine whether to adopt, reject, or
adopt with modifications the proposed code,
standard, or policy;

(D) provide a public rationale for the deter-
mination under subparagraph (C); and

(E) promulgate rules to carry out the de-
termination under subparagraph (C) in ac-
cordance with section 553 of title 5, United
States Code.

(5) UPDATES.—Not less frequently than
once every 5 years, the Commission shall re-
view and update, as necessary, any behav-
ioral code, technical standard, or other pol-
icy established by rule under paragraph (4).
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(6) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
subsection shall be construed to affect the
authority of the Commission to promulgate
rules under section 6009.

(f) QUALIFICATIONS.—

(1) CITIZENSHIP.—Each member of the
Council shall be a United States citizen or an
alien lawfully admitted for permanent resi-
dence to the United States.

(2) CONFLICTS OF INTEREST.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraphs
(B) and (C), no member of the Council other
than a member appointed under subsection
(b)(1)(A) shall—

(i) be financially interested in any com-
pany or other entity engaged in the business
of providing online services;

(ii) be financially interested in any com-
pany or other entity that controls any com-
pany or other entity specified in clause (i),
or that derives a significant portion of its
total income from ownership of stocks,
bonds, or other securities of any such com-
pany or other entity; or

(iii) be employed by, hold any official rela-
tion to, or own any stocks, bonds, or other
securities of, any person significantly regu-
lated by the Commission under this division.

(B) SIGNIFICANT INTEREST.—The prohibi-
tions under subparagraph (A) shall apply
only to financial interests in any company
or other entity that has a significant inter-
est in activities subject to regulation by the
Commission.

(C) WAIVER.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to section 208 of
title 18, United States Code, the Commission
may waive, from time to time, the applica-
tion of the prohibitions under subparagraph
(A) to a member of the Council if the Com-
mission determines that the financial inter-
ests of the member that are involved in a
particular case are minimal.

(ii) PUBLICATION.—If the Commission exer-
cises the waiver authority under clause (i),
the Commission shall publish notice of that
action in the Federal Register.

(3) DETERMINATION OF SIGNIFICANT INTER-
EST.—The Commission, in determining for
purposes of paragraph (2) whether a company
or other entity has a significant interest in
activities that are subject to regulation by
the Commission, shall consider, without ex-
cluding other relevant factors—

(A) the revenues, investments, profits, and
managerial efforts directed to the related ac-
tivities of the company or other entity, as
compared to the other aspects of the busi-
ness of the company or other entity;

(B) the extent to which the Commission
regulates and oversees the activities of the
company or other entity;

(C) the degree to which the economic inter-
ests of the company or other entity may be
affected by any action of the Commission;
and

(D) the perceptions held by the public re-
garding the business activities of the com-
pany or other entity.

(g) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section shall be construed to authorize
the Council to promulgate rules.

SEC. 6009. RULEMAKING AUTHORITY, REQUIRE-
MENTS, AND CONSIDERATIONS.

The Commission—

(1) may promulgate rules to carry out this
division in accordance with section 553 of
title 5, United States Code; and

(2) shall tailor the rules promulgated under
paragraph (1), as appropriate, based on the
size, dominance, and other attributes of par-
ticular digital platforms.

SEC. 6010. SYSTEMICALLY IMPORTANT DIGITAL
PLATFORMS.

(a) DESIGNATION OF SIDPS; RULEMAKING

AUTHORITY.—The Commission may—
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(1) designate systemically important dig-
ital platforms in accordance with this sec-
tion; and

(2) promulgate rules specific to system-
ically important digital platforms, con-
sistent with the purposes of the Commission
under section 6004(b).

(b) MANDATORY CRITERIA.—The Commis-
sion shall designate a digital platform a sys-
temically important digital platform if the
platform—

(1) is open to the public on one side;

(2) has significant engagement among
users, which may take the form of private
groups, public groups, and the sharing of
posts visible to some or all users;

(3) conducts business primarily at the
interstate or international level, as opposed
to the intrastate level; and

(4) has operations with significant nation-
wide economic, social, or political impacts,
as defined by the Commission for purposes of
this paragraph through notice-and-comment
rulemaking under section 553 of title 5,
United States Code, which may include—

(A) the ability of the platform to signifi-
cantly shape the national dissemination of
news;

(B) the ability of the platform to cause a
person significant, immediate, and demon-
strable economic, social, or political harm
by exclusion from the platform;

(C) the market power of the platform;

(D) the number of unique daily users of the
platform; and

(E) the dependence of business users, espe-
cially small business users (including entre-
preneurs from communities of color and un-
derserved populations), on the platform to
reach customers.

(c) ANNUAL AND OTHER REPORTS.—

(1) AUTHORITY TO REQUIRE REPORTS.—The
Commission may—

(A) require annual reports from system-
ically important digital platforms subject to
this division, and from persons directly or
indirectly controlling or controlled by, or
under direct or indirect control with, any
such platform;

(B) prescribe the content expected in such
reports;

(C) prescribe the manner in which such re-
ports shall be made; and

(D) require from such persons specific an-
swers to all questions upon which the Com-
mission may need information.

(2) ADMINISTRATION.—

(A) TIME PERIOD COVERED; FILING.—A report
under paragraph (1)—

(i) shall be for such 12 months’ period as
the Commission shall designate; and

(ii) shall be filed with the Commission at
its office in Washington not later than 3
months after the close of the year for which
the report is made, unless additional time is
granted in any case by the Commission.

(B) FAILURE TO MEET DEADLINE.—If a per-
son subject to this subsection fails to make
and file an annual report within the time
specified under subparagraph (A), or within
the time extended by the Commission, for
making and filing the report, or fails to
make specific answer to any question au-
thorized by this subsection within 30 days
after the time the person is lawfully required
so to do, the person shall forfeit to the
United States—

(i) $10,000 for each day the person continues
to be in default with respect thereto, for the
first 30 days of such default; and

(ii) an amount determined appropriate by
the Commission for each subsequent day
that the person continues to be in default
with respect thereto, which may not exceed
1 percent of the total global revenue of the
person during the preceding year.
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SEC. 6011. INTER-AGENCY SUPPORT.

(a) EXPERT SUPPORT.—Upon request from
any other Federal agency for expertise, tech-
nical assistance, or other support from the
Commission, the Commission shall provide
that support.

(b) REQUIRED CONSULTATION BY OTHER FED-
ERAL AGENCIES.—Any Federal agency, in-
cluding the Federal Trade Commission and
the Antitrust Division of the Department of
Justice, engaged in investigation, regula-
tion, or oversight with respect to the impact
of digital platforms on consumer protection,
competition, civic engagement, or demo-
cratic values and institutions shall consult
with the Commission in carrying out that in-
vestigation, regulation, or oversight.

(c) REQUIRED CONSULTATION WITH OTHER
FEDERAL AGENCIES.—The Commission, in
carrying out investigation, regulation, or
oversight with respect to the impact of dig-
ital platforms on consumer protection, com-
petition, civic engagement, or democratic
values and institutions, shall consult with
each other Federal agency, including the
Federal Trade Commission and the Antitrust
Division of the Department of Justice, that
is engaged in investigation, regulation, or
oversight with respect to the impact of dig-
ital platforms on consumer protection, com-
petition, civic engagement, or democratic
values and institutions.

SEC. 6012. PETITIONS.

(a) PETITION FOR FORBEARANCE.—

(1) SUBMISSION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Any digital platform or
association of digital platforms may submit
a petition to the Commission requesting that
the Commission forbear the application and
enforcement of a rule promulgated under
this division, including a behavioral code of
conduct, technical standard, or other policy
established by rule under section 6008.

(B) PUBLICATION.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (ii), the
Commission shall make a petition submitted
under subparagraph (A) available to the pub-
lic.

(ii) WAIVER.—The Commission may waive
the requirement under clause (i) if the Com-
mission makes the rationale for the waiver
available to the public.

(2) DISMISSAL WITHOUT PREJUDICE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Any petition submitted
under paragraph (1) shall be deemed dis-
missed without prejudice if the Commission
does not grant the petition within 18 months
after the date on which the Commission re-
ceives the petition, unless the Commission
extends the 18-month period under subpara-
graph (B) of this paragraph.

(B) EXTENSION.—The Commission may ex-
tend the initial 18-month period under sub-
paragraph (A) by an additional 3 months.

(3) SCOPE OF GRANT AUTHORITY; WRITTEN EX-
PLANATION.—The Commission may grant or
deny a petition submitted under paragraph
(1) in whole or in part and shall explain its
decision in writing.

(4) NOTICE AND COMMENT REQUIREMENTS.—
Section 5563 of title 5, United States Code,
shall apply to any determination of the Com-
mission to forbear the application and en-
forcement of a rule under paragraph (1) of
this subsection.

(b) STATE ENFORCEMENT AFTER COMMISSION
FORBEARANCE.—A State commission may not
continue to apply or enforce any rule, in-
cluding any Dbehavioral code, technical
standard, or other policy established by rule,
that the Commission has determined to for-
bear from applying under subsection (a).

SEC. 6013. RESEARCH.

(a) RESEARCH OFFICE.—In order to carry
out the purposes of this division, the Com-
mission shall establish an office with not
fewer than 20 dedicated employees to con-
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duct internal research, and collaborate with
outside academics and experts, as appro-
priate, to further the purposes of the Com-
mission under section 6004(b).

(b) RESEARCH GRANTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The office established
under subsection (a) may competitively
award grants to academic institutions and
experts to conduct research consistent with
the purposes of the Commission under sec-
tion 6004(b).

(2) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—A recipient of a
grant awarded under paragraph (1) shall
make the findings of the research conducted
using the grant publicly available.

(c) PILOT RESEARCH PROGRAM FOR SEN-
SITIVE DATA.—The Commission shall by rule
establish a pilot program that allows vetted,
nonprofit, financially disinterested academic
institutions and experts to access data and
other information collected from a digital
platform by the Commission for the purposes
of research and analysis consistent with the
public interest, while—

(1) ensuring that no personally identifiable
information of any user of the digital plat-
form is publicly available; and

(2) making every effort to—

(A) avoid harm to the business interests of
the digital platform; and

(B) ensure the safety and security of the
private data and other information of the
digital platform.

SEC. 6014. INVESTIGATIVE AUTHORITY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Commission may in-
quire into the management of the business of
digital platforms subject to this division,
and shall keep itself informed as to the man-
ner and method in which that management
is conducted and as to technical and business
developments in the provision of online serv-
ices.

(b) INFORMATION.—The Commission may
obtain from digital platforms subject to this
division and from persons directly or indi-
rectly controlling or controlled by, or under
direct or indirect control with, those plat-
forms full and complete information nec-
essary, including data flows, to enable the
Commission to perform the duties and carry
out the objects for which it was created.

SEC. 6015. HSR FILINGS.

Section 7TA of the Clayton Act (15 U.S.C.
18a) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“(D@A) In this subsection—

““(A) the terms ‘Commission’ and ‘system-
ically important digital platform’ have the
meanings given the terms in section 6003 of
the Digital Platform Commission Act of 2023;
and

‘“(B) the term ‘covered acquisition’ means
an acquisition—

‘(i) subject to this section; and

‘(i) in which the acquiring person or the
person whose voting securities or assets are
being acquired is a systemically important
digital platform.

‘(2) Any notification required under sub-
section (a) for a covered acquisition shall be
submitted to the Commission.

‘“(3) The Commission may request the sub-
mission of additional information or docu-
mentary material relevant to a covered ac-
quisition.

‘“(4) The Commission may submit a rec-
ommendation to the Federal Trade Commis-
sion and the Assistant Attorney General on
whether the covered acquisition violates any
of the purposes of the Commission under sec-
tion 6004(b) of the Digital Platform Commis-
sion Act of 2023.

‘“(5) The Federal Trade Commission and
the Assistant Attorney General—

‘“(A) shall cooperate with the Commission
in determining whether a covered acquisi-
tion, if consummated, would violate the
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antitrust laws or the purposes of the Com-
mission under section 6004(b) of the Digital
Platform Commission Act of 2023;

‘“(B) may use the recommendation of the
Commission as a basis for rejecting the cov-
ered acquisition, or for imposing additional
requirements to consummate the acquisi-
tion, even if the covered acquisition does not
violate the antitrust laws but violates other
purposes of the Commission under section
6004(b) of the Digital Platform Commission
Act of 2023; and

‘(C) in making a determination described
in subparagraphs (A), shall give substantial
weight to the recommendation of the Com-
mission.”.

SEC. 6016. ENFORCEMENT BY PRIVATE PERSONS
AND GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES.

(a) RECOVERY OF DAMAGES.—Any person
claiming to be damaged by any digital plat-
form subject to this division may—

(1) make complaint to the Commission
under subsection (b); or

(2) bring a civil action for enforcement of
this division, including the rules promul-
gated under this division, in any district
court of the United States of competent ju-
risdiction.

(b) COMPLAINTS TO THE COMMISSION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—

(A) APPLICATION.—Any person, any body
politic or municipal organization, or any
State attorney general or State commission,
complaining of anything done or omitted to
be done by any digital platform subject to
this division, in contravention of the provi-
sions thereof, may apply to the Commission
by petition which shall briefly state the
facts, whereupon a statement of the com-
plaint thus made shall be forwarded by the
Commission to the digital platform, which
shall be called upon to satisfy the complaint
or to answer the complaint in writing within
a reasonable time to be specified by the
Commission.

(B) RELIEF OF LIABILITY.—If a digital plat-
form described in subparagraph (A) within
the time specified makes reparation for the
injury alleged to have been caused, the plat-
form shall be relieved of liability to the com-
plainant only for the particular violation of
law thus complained of.

(C) INVESTIGATION.—If a digital platform
described in subparagraph (A) does not sat-
isfy the complaint within the time specified
or there shall appear to be any reasonable
ground for investigating the complaint, the
Commission shall investigate the matters
complained of in such manner and by such
means as the Commission determines proper.

(D) DIRECT DAMAGE NOT REQUIRED.—NO
complaint shall at any time be dismissed be-
cause of the absence of direct damage to the
complainant.

(2) ORDER.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall,
with respect to any investigation under this
subsection of the lawfulness of a charge,
classification, regulation, or practice, issue
an order concluding the investigation not
later than 180 days after the date on which
the complaint was filed.

(B) FINAL ORDER.—Any order concluding an
investigation under subparagraph (A) shall
be a final order and may be appealed under
section 6018.

(3) ORDERS FOR PAYMENT OF MONEY.—If,
after hearing on a complaint under this para-
graph, the Commission determines that any
party complainant is entitled to an award of
damages under this division, the Commission
shall make an order directing the digital
platform to pay to the complainant the sum
to which the complainant is entitled on or
before a day named.

(c) ENFORCEMENT BY STATE ATTORNEYS
GENERAL.—If the attorney general of a State
has reason to believe that an interest of the
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residents of the State has been or is threat-
ened or adversely affected by any person who
violates this division or a rule promulgated
under this division, the attorney general of
the State, as parens patrie, may bring a civil
action on behalf of the residents of the State
in any district court of the United States of
competent jurisdiction for enforcement of
this division, including the rules promul-
gated under this division.

(d) LIABILITY OF DIGITAL PLATFORM FOR
ACTS AND OMISSIONS OF AGENTS.—In con-
struing and enforcing the provisions of this
division, the act, omission, or failure of any
officer, agent, or other person acting for or
employed by any digital platform or user,
acting within the scope of his employment,
shall in every case be also deemed to be the
act, omission, or failure of the platform or
user as well as that of the person.

SEC. 6017. ENFORCEMENT BY COMMISSION AND
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE.

(a) ORDERS.—

(1) ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER.—If the Commis-
sion believes that a person has violated or
will violate this division, the Commission
may issue and cause to be served on the per-
son an order requiring the person, as applica-
ble—

(A) to cease and desist, or refrain, from the
violation; or

(B) to pay restitution to any victim of the
violation.

(2) CIVIL ACTION TO ENFORCE ORDER.—The
Commission or the Attorney General may
bring a civil action in an appropriate district
court of the United States to enforce an
order issued under paragraph (1).

(b) CIVIL PENALTY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Any digital platform that
knowingly violates this division shall be lia-
ble to the United States for a civil penalty.

(2) SEPARATE OFFENSES.—Each distinct vio-
lation described in paragraph (1) shall be a
separate offense, and in case of continuing
violation each day shall be deemed a sepa-
rate offense.

(3) DETERRENCE.—The Commission shall es-
tablish a civil penalty for a violation of this
division in an amount that the Commission
determines appropriate to deter future viola-
tions of this division.

(4) ANNUAL CAP.—The total amount of civil
penalties imposed on a digital platform dur-
ing a year under paragraph (1) may not ex-
ceed 15 percent of the total global revenue of
the digital platform during the preceding
year.

SEC. 6018. PROCEEDINGS TO ENJOIN, SET ASIDE,
ANNUL, OR SUSPEND ORDERS OF
THE COMMISSION.

(a) RIGHT To APPEAL.—An appeal may be
taken from any decision or order of the Com-
mission, by any person who is aggrieved or
whose interests are adversely affected by the
decision or order, to the United States Court
of Appeals for the District of Columbia or
the United States court of appeals for the
circuit in which the person resides.

(b) FILING NOTICE OF APPEAL; CONTENTS;
JURISDICTION; TEMPORARY ORDERS.—

(1) FILING NOTICE OF APPEAL.—An appeal
described in subsection (a) shall be taken by
filing a notice of appeal with the appropriate
United States court of appeals not later than
30 days after the date on which public notice
is given of the decision or order complained
of.

(2) CONTENTS.—A notice of appeal filed
under paragraph (1) shall contain—

(A) a concise statement of the nature of
the proceedings as to which the appeal is
taken;

(B) a concise statement of the reasons on
which the appellant intends to rely, sepa-
rately stated and numbered; and

(C) proof of service of a true copy of the no-
tice and statements upon the Commission.
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(3) JURISDICTION.—Upon the filing of a no-
tice of appeal with a United States court of
appeals under paragraph (1), the court—

(A) shall have jurisdiction of the pro-
ceedings and of the questions determined
therein; and

(B) shall have power, by order, directed to
the Commission or any other party to the
appeal, to grant such temporary relief as the
court may deem just and proper.

(4) TEMPORARY ORDERS.—AnN order granting
temporary relief issued by the court under
paragraph (3)—

(A) may be affirmative or negative in scope
and application so as to permit—

(i) the maintenance of the status quo in
the matter in which the appeal is taken; or

(ii) the restoration of a position or status
terminated or adversely affected by the
order appealed from; and

(B) shall, unless otherwise ordered by the
court, be effective pending hearing and de-
termination of the appeal and compliance by
the Commission with the final judgment of
the court rendered in the appeal.

(c) NOTICE TO INTERESTED PARTIES; FILING
OF RECORD.—

(1) NOTICE TO INTERESTED PARTIES.—Not
later than 5 days after filing a notice of ap-
peal under subsection (b), the appellant shall
provide, to each person shown by the records
of the Commission to be interested in the ap-
peal, notice of—

(A) the filing; and

(B) the pendency of the appeal.

(2) FILING OF RECORD.—The Commission
shall file with the court the record upon
which the order complained of was entered,
as provided in section 2112 of title 28, United
States Code.

(d) INTERVENTION.—

(1) RIGHT TO INTERVENE.—Not later than 30
days after the filing of an appeal described in
subsection (a), any interested party may in-
tervene and participate in the proceedings
had upon the appeal by filing with the
court—

(A) a notice of intention to intervene and
a verified statement showing the nature of
the interest of the person; and

(B) proof of service of true copies of the no-
tice and statement described in subpara-
graph (A) upon—

(i) the appellant; and

(ii) the Commission.

(2) INTERESTED PARTY.—For purposes of
paragraph (1), any person who would be ag-
grieved or whose interest would be adversely
affected by a reversal or modification of the
order of the Commission complained of shall
be considered an interested party.

(e) RECORD AND BRIEFS.—The record and
briefs upon which an appeal described in sub-
section (a) shall be heard and determined by
the court shall contain such information and
material, and shall be prepared within such
time and in such manner, as the court may
by rule prescribe.

(f) TIME OF HEARING; PROCEDURE.—The
court shall hear and determine an appeal de-
scribed in subsection (a) upon the record be-
fore it in the manner prescribed by section
706 of title 5, United States Code.

(g) REMAND.—If the court renders a deci-
sion and enters an order reversing the order
of the Commission—

(1) the court shall remand the case to the
Commission to carry out the judgment of the
court; and

(2) the Commission, in the absence of pro-
ceedings to review the judgment under para-
graph (1) or (2) of subsection (i), shall forth-
with give effect to the judgment, and unless
otherwise ordered by the court, shall do so
upon the basis of—

(A) the proceedings already had; and

(B) the record upon which the appeal was
heard and determined.
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(h) JUDGMENT FOR CoOsSTS.—The court may,
in its discretion, enter judgment for costs in
favor of or against an appellant, or other in-
terested parties intervening in the appeal,
but not against the Commission, depending
upon the nature of the issues involved in the
appeal and the outcome of the appeal.

(i) FINALITY OF DECISION; REVIEW BY SU-
PREME COURT.—The judgment of a court of
appeals under this section shall be final, sub-
ject to review by the Supreme Court of the
United States—

(1) upon writ of certiorari on petition
therefor under section 1254 of title 28, United
States Code, by—

(A) the appellant;

(B) the Commission; or

(C) any interested party intervening in the
appeal; or

(2) by certification by the court of appeals
under such section 1254.

SEC. 6019. REPORT TO CONGRESS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not earlier than 5 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
President shall establish an independent
panel to—

(1) comprehensively study the policies, op-
erations, and regulations of the Commission;
and

(2) submit an in-depth report to the con-
gressional committees of jurisdiction, in-
cluding the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Energy and Commerce
of the House of Representatives, that in-
cludes—

(A) an evaluation of the effectiveness of
the Commission in achieving the purposes
under section 6004(b);

(B) recommended reforms to strengthen
the Commission; and

(C) a recommendation regarding whether
the Commission should continue in effect.

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—The independent panel
established under subsection (a) shall consist
of 10 members, of whom—

(1) 2 shall be appointed by the President;

(2) 2 shall be appointed by the majority
leader of the Senate;

(3) 2 shall be appointed by the minority
leader of the Senate;

(4) 2 shall be appointed by the Speaker of
the House of Representatives; and

(5) 2 shall be appointed by the minority
leader of the House of Representatives.

SEC. 6020. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Commission to carry out the functions of
the Commission—

(1) $100,000,000 for fiscal year 2023;

(2) $200,000,000 for fiscal year 2024;

(3) $300,000,000 for fiscal year 2025;

(4) $450,000,000 for fiscal year 2026; and

(5) $500,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2027
through 2032.

SA 299. Mrs. MURRAY (for herself
and Mr. BOOZMAN) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title VII, insert
the following:

Subtitle —Helping Heroes Act of 2023
SEC. . SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘“Helping
Heroes Act of 2023,

SEC. . DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:
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(1) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’’
means the Department of Veterans Affairs.

(2) DISABLED VETERAN.—The term ‘dis-
abled veteran’ has the meaning given that
term in section 4211 of title 38, United States
Code.

(3) ELIGIBLE CHILD.—The term ‘‘eligible
child”’, with respect to an eligible veteran,
means an individual who—

(A) is a ward, child (including stepchild),
grandchild, or sibling (including stepsibling
or halfsibling) of the eligible veteran; and

(B) is less than 18 years of age.

(4) ELIGIBLE VETERAN.—The term ‘‘eligible
veteran” means a disabled veteran who has a
service-connected disability rated at 70 per-
cent or more.

() FAMILY COORDINATOR.—The term ‘‘Fam-
ily Coordinator’”” means an individual placed
at a medical center of the Department pursu-
ant to [section 31.

(6) FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAM.—The term
“Family Support Program’ means the pro-
gram established under [section 4].

(7) NON-DEPARTMENT PROVIDER.—The term
“non-Department provider’” means a public
or non-profit entity that is not an entity of
the Department.

(8) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

(9) SUPPORTIVE SERVICES.—The term ‘‘sup-
portive services’” means services that ad-
dress the social, emotional, and mental
health, career-readiness, and other needs of
eligible children, including—

(A) wellness services, including mental,
emotional, behavioral, and physical health
and nutritional counseling and assistance;

(B) peer-support programs for children;

(C) assistance completing college admis-
sion and financial aid applications, including
the Free Application for Federal Student Aid
described in section 483(a) of the Higher Edu-
cation Act (20 U.S.C. 1090), and accessing vet-
erans’ education benefits as defined under
section 480(c)(2) of such Act (20 U.S.C. 1087vv)
that eligible children may be eligible to re-
ceive;

(D) assistance with accessing workforce de-
velopment programs, including programs
providing the activities authorized under
section 129 of the Workforce Innovation and
Opportunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3164), and pro-
grams of vocational rehabilitation services,
including programs authorized under title I
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C.
720 et seq.);

(E) sports and recreation;

(F) after-school care and summer learning
opportunities;

(G) dependent care, including home and
community-based services;

(H) other resources for low-income fami-
lies;

(I) assistance transitioning from active
duty in the Armed Forces to veteran status;
and

(J) any other services or activities the Sec-
retary considers appropriate to support the
needs of eligible children.

SEC. . REQUIREMENTS FOR FAMILY COOR-
DINATORS.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than three

years after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary shall—

(1) place at each medical center of the De-
partment not fewer than one Family Coordi-
nator; and

(2) ensure adequate staffing and resources
at each such medical center to ensure Fam-
ily Coordinators are able to carry out their
duties.

(b) FAMILY COORDINATORS.—

(1) EMPLOYMENT.—Each Family Coordi-
nator placed at a medical center of the De-
partment under subsection (a) shall be em-
ployed full-time by the Department as a
Family Coordinator and shall have no other
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duties in addition to the duties of a Family
Coordinator.

(2) QUALIFICATIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—To qualify to be a Family
Coordinator under subsection (a), an indi-
vidual shall—

(i) be a social worker licensed, registered,
or certified in accordance with the require-
ments of any State; and

(ii) have a graduate degree in social work
or a related field.

(B) WAIVER.—The Secretary may waive the
qualifications required by subparagraph (A)
to permit individuals in other professions to
serve as Family Coordinators.

(3) DurtiEs.—Each Family Coordinator
shall—

(A) assess the needs of the families of vet-
erans using evidence-based strategies;

(B) build positive relationships with such
families;

(C) refer veterans to local, State, and Fed-
eral resources that support veterans and
their families;

(D) develop and maintain a list of—

(i) supportive services offered by the med-
ical center at which the Family Coordinator
is placed; and

(ii) supportive services offered at reduced
or no cost by non-Department providers lo-
cated in the catchment area of such medical
center; and

(E) develop and maintain on an internet
website a list of family resources that shall
be made available for all veterans in the
catchment area of such medical center who
are enrolled in the patient enrollment sys-
tem of the Department established and oper-
ated under section 1705(a) of title 38, United
States Code.

SEC. . ESTABLISHMENT OF FAMILY SUP-
PORT PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall establish a program to be
known as the Family Support Program to
provide and coordinate the provision of sup-
portive services to eligible veterans and eli-
gible children.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION OF FAMILY SUPPORT
PROGRAM.—To carry out the Family Support
Program, the Secretary shall—

(1) provide supportive services through
medical centers of the Department;

(2) collaborate with relevant Federal agen-
cies to provide supportive services;

(3) provide funding to non-Department pro-
viders pursuant to subsection (c); and

(4) engage in any other activities the Sec-
retary considers appropriate.

(c) FUNDING TO NON-DEPARTMENT PRO-
VIDERS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may enter
into contracts and award grants to provide
funding to eligible non-Department pro-
viders to participate in the Family Support
Program.

(2) ELIGIBILITY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish and make publicly available the cri-
teria for a non-Department provider to be el-
igible to participate in the Family Support
Program.

(B) CRITERIA.—The criteria required by
subparagraph (A) shall include requirements
for a non-Department provider—

(i) to provide a description of—

(I) each supportive service proposed to be
provided to eligible children; and

(IT) the demonstrated record of the non-De-
partment provider in providing such sup-
portive service;

(ii) to demonstrate the ability to serve
families of veterans in a manner that is trau-
ma-informed and culturally and linguis-
tically appropriate; and

(iii) to agree to oversight by the Secretary
regarding—
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(I) the use of funds provided by the Depart-
ment under this subsection; and

(IT) the quality of supportive services pro-
vided.

(3) NoTICE.—The Secretary shall promptly
provide to eligible non-Department providers
selected by the Secretary to participate in
the Family Support Program notice of the
award of funds under this subsection to en-
sure such providers have sufficient time to
prepare to provide supportive services under
the Family Support Program.

(4) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—Funds pro-
vided under this subsection shall be used to
provide supportive services.

(6) TRAINING.—For each non-Department
provider selected by the Secretary to partici-
pant in the Family Support Program, the
Secretary shall offer training and technical
assistance regarding the planning, develop-
ment, and provision of supportive services
under the Family Support Program.

(d) COORDINATION WITH OTHER DEPARTMENT
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS PROGRAMS.—The Sec-
retary shall share best practices with and fa-
cilitate referrals of eligible veterans and
their families, as appropriate, from the Fam-
ily Support Program to other programs of
the Department, such as the program of sup-
port services for caregivers of veterans under
section 1720G(b) of title 38, United States
Code.

(e) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than one
year after the date of the commencement of
the Family Support Program, and annually
thereafter, each non-Department provider in
receipt of funds under the Family Support
Program shall submit to the Secretary a re-
port describing the supportive services car-
ried out with such funds during the year cov-
ered by such report.

(2) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—

(A) REPORT ON ADDITIONAL RESOURCES.—
Not later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall
submit to Congress a report on the potential
need for additional resources for family
members of eligible veterans other than eli-
gible children.

(B) REPORT ON PROGRESS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the commencement of the Family Sup-
port Program, the Secretary shall submit to
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the
Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives a re-
port on the progress of the Family Support
Program.

(ii) CONTENTS.—The report required by
clause (i) shall include—

(I) the number of eligible veterans and eli-
gible children who received supportive serv-
ices under the Family Support Program;

(IT) the demographic data of eligible vet-
erans and family members, including—

(aa) the relationship to the eligible vet-
eran;

(bb) age;

(ce) race;

(dd) ethnicity;

(ee) gender;

(ff) disability; and

(gg) English proficiency and whether a lan-
guage other than English is spoken at home;

(IIT) a summary of the supportive services
carried out under the Family Support Pro-
gram and the costs to the Department of
such supportive services; and

(IV) an assessment, measured by a survey
of participants, of whether participation in
the Family Support Program resulted in
positive outcomes for eligible veterans and
eligible children.

SEC. OUTREACH ON AVAILABILITY OF
SERVICES.

The Secretary shall conduct an outreach

program to ensure eligible veterans who are
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enrolled in the patient enrollment system of
the Department established and operated
under section 1705(a) of title 38, United
States Code, employees of the Department,
and potential State, local, and Federal enti-
ties are informed of the Family Support Pro-
gram and the availability of Family Coordi-
nators.

SEC. . TRANSITION ASSISTANCE.

Not later than one year after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall include information regarding sup-
portive services available for members of the
Armed Forces who are being separated from
active duty and their families, including
mental health and other services for chil-
dren, in the transition assistance curriculum
offered by the Department.

SEC. . SURVEY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter for five years, the
Secretary shall conduct a survey of disabled
veterans and their families to identify and
better understand the needs of such disabled
veterans and their families.

(b) CONTENT.—The survey required under
subsection (a) shall include questions with
respect to—

(1) the types and quality of support dis-
abled veterans receive from the children of
such disabled veterans; and

(2) the unmet needs of such children.

SEC. . NONDISCRIMINATION.

The following provisions of law shall apply
to any program or activity that receives
funds provided under this subtitle:

(1) Title IX of the Education Amendments
of 1972 (20 U.S.C. 1681 et seq.).

(2) Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
(42 U.S.C. 20004 et seq.).

(3) Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973 (29 U.S.C. 794).

(4) The Americans with Disabilities Act of
1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.) .

(5) The Age Discrimination Act of 1975 (42
U.S.C. 6101 et seq.).

(6) Any other applicable Federal civil
rights law.
SEC.

AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIA-
TIONS.
There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Secretary such funds as may be nec-
essary to carry out this subtitle.

SA 300. Mrs. MURRAY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XXXI, in-
sert the following:

SEC. . AMENDMENTS TO THE ENERGY EM-
PLOYEES OCCUPATIONAL ILLNESS
COMPENSATION PROGRAM ACT OF
2000.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘‘Beryllium Testing Fairness
Act”.

(b) MODIFICATION OF DEMONSTRATION OF BE-
RYLLIUM SENSITIVITY.—Section 3621(8)(A) of
the Energy Employees Occupational Illness
Compensation Program Act of 2000 (42 U.S.C.
73841(8)(A)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘established by an abnor-
mal”’ and inserting the following: ‘‘estab-
lished by—

‘(i) an abnormal’’;

(2) by striking the period at the end and in-
serting *‘; or”’; and
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(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(ii) three borderline beryllium lym-
phocyte proliferation tests performed on
blood cells over a period of 3 years.”’.

(¢) EXTENSION OF ADVISORY BOARD ON TOXIC
SUBSTANCES AND WORKER HEALTH.—Section
3687(j) of the Emnergy Employees Occupa-
tional Illness Compensation Program Act of
2000 (42 U.S.C. 7385s-16(j)) is amended by
striking ‘10 years’ and inserting ‘‘15 years’’.

SA 301. Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself
and Mr. TILLIS) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to
the bill S. 2226, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2024 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. ENTREPRENEURSHIP ASSISTANCE
FOR MILITARY SPOUSES.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator” means the Administrator of the
Small Business Administration.

(2) SMALL BUSINESS CONCERN.—The term
‘“‘small business concern’” has the meaning
given the term in section 3 of the Small
Business Act (15 U.S.C. 632).

(b) PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
the Administrator shall establish a program
within the Small Business Administration,
the purpose of which shall be to assist mili-
tary spouses in forming, operating, and
growing small business concerns.

(2) EXTENSION OF EXISTING PROGRAM.—In
lieu of establishing a new program, the Ad-
ministrator may carry out the purpose de-
scribed in paragraph (1) through an exten-
sion of a program that is in existence, as of
the date of enactment of this Act, if that ex-
tension is tailored to military spouses and
otherwise achieves that purpose and satisfies
the requirements of this section.

(c) ASSISTANCE.—The assistance provided
by the Administrator under the program de-
scribed in subsection (b) shall include the
following:

(1) Assistance for military spouses in iden-
tifying and understanding the requirements
with respect to forming and operating a
small business concern.

(2) Assistance for military spouses in
strengthening the expertise and skills nec-
essary for the formation and operation of a
small business concern, including the exper-
tise and skills necessary to create a sustain-
able small business concern throughout the
uniquely challenging requirements of life as
a military spouse, which arise as a result
of—

(A) military deployments;

(B) military-related absences from the
workforce; or

(C) multiple permanent changes of duty
station or other long-term relocations for
military reasons.

(3) Through military spouse entrepreneur-
ship organizations and business volunteer
entities (including by entering into coopera-
tive agreements with those organizations
and entities), providing mentorship to mili-
tary spouses with respect to entrepreneur-
ship.

(4) Any other assistance that the Adminis-
trator determines to be appropriate.

(d) SURVEY; REPORT.—

(1) SURVEY.—
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(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator, in
consultation with such nonprofit organiza-
tions and other stakeholders determined ap-
propriate by the Administrator, shall con-
duct a survey at select military installations
to identify the barriers to forming, oper-
ating, and growing small business concerns
that are faced by military spouses as a result
of life as a military spouse, including as a re-
sult of the conditions described in subpara-
graphs (A), (B), and (C) of subsection (c¢)(2).

(B) ANALYSIS REQUIRED.—The survey con-
ducted under subparagraph (A) shall include
an analysis of the challenges that military
spouses face in accessing capital and other
critical resources with respect to forming,
operating, and growing small business con-
cerns, including the education, mentoring,
and training that is required to form, oper-
ate, and grow a small business concern.

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Ad-
ministrator shall submit to the Committee
on Small Business and Entrepreneurship of
the Senate and the Committee on Small
Business of the House of Representatives a
report containing the results of the survey
conducted under paragraph (1).

(e) USE OF RESULTS; OUTREACH.—In car-
rying out the program described in sub-
section (b), the Administrator shall—

(1) take into consideration the results of
the survey conducted under subsection (d)(1);
and

(2) develop an outreach program to ensure
that the program becomes well-known.

(f) CONSULTATION PERMITTED.—In carrying
out this section, the Administrator may con-
sult with the Secretary of Defense, as deter-
mined necessary by the Administrator.

SA 302. Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself
and Mr. BARRASSO) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in subtitle D of
title X, insert the following:

SEC. . INVENTORY OF C-130 AIRCRAFT.

(a) MINIMUM INVENTORY REQUIREMENT.—
Section 146(a)(3)(B) of the James M. Inhofe
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2023 (Public Law 117-263; 136 Stat.
2455) is amended by striking 2023 and in-
serting ‘2024,

(b) PROHIBITION ON REDUCTION OF C-130 AIR-
CRAFT ASSIGNED TO NATIONAL GUARD.—Sec-
tion 146(b)(1) of the James M. Inhofe Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2023 (Public Law 117-263; 136 Stat. 2455)
is amended by striking ‘‘fiscal year 2023’ and
inserting ‘‘fiscal years 2023 and 2024”.

SA 303. Mr. HOEVEN (for himself and
Mr. SCHATZ) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2024 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title V, insert
the following:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

SEC. . FEDERAL TUITION ASSISTANCE FOR
MEMBERS OF THE AIR NATIONAL
GUARD AND RESERVE.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) The Secretary of the Air Force stated in
March 2023 that the Air Force expects to
miss its recruiting goals across its active
and reserve components.

(2) The Federal Tuition Assistance (FTA)
program in the Army National Guard dem-
onstrates the value of education benefits as
a tool for recruitment and retention of per-
sonnel.

(3) In fiscal years 2020 and 2021, Congress
provided funds for the Air National Guard to
establish a pilot program to provide its
members with Federal tuition assistance
modeled after the permanent program in the
Army National Guard.

(4) During fiscal year 2021, 974 drill status
Air National Guard members received tui-
tion assistance through the Air National
Guard pilot program.

(5) The Air National Guard terminated the
pilot program in fiscal year 2022, citing com-
peting budget priorities.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) members of the Air National Guard
should have access to the same educational
benefits as members of the Army National
Guard;

(2) members of the Guard and Reserve com-
ponents should have education benefits on
par with their active duty counterparts; and

(3) education benefits are a critical tool for
recruiting and retaining outstanding per-
sonnel in all service branches and compo-
nents.

(¢) PROGRAM.—The Secretary of the Air
Force shall establish and carry out a perma-
nent program to provide Federal tuition as-
sistance to members of the Air National
Guard and Reserve.

SA 304. Mr. TILLIS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in subtitle G of
title X, insert the following:

SEC. 10 . AMENDMENT TO REGULATIONS EX-

EMPTING ENGINES/EQUIPMENT FOR
NATIONAL SECURITY.

Not later than 90 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Administrator of
the Environmental Protection Agency shall
revise the regulations under section 1068.225
of title 40, Code of Federal Regulations (as in
effect on the date of enactment of this Act),
to specify that an engine or equipment is ex-
empt under that section without a request
described in that section if the engine or
equipment—

(1) is for a marine vessel;

(2) has a rated horsepower of 60 or less; and

(3) will be owned by a Federal, State, or
local emergency response or public safety
agency responsible for domestic response or
homeland security activities.

SA 305. Mr. TILLIS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
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partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle G of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 10 . RELOCATION OF MEMORIAL HON-
ORING THE 9 AIR FORCE CREW MEM-
BERS WHO LOST THEIR LIVES IN AN
AIRPLANE CRASH DURING A TRAIN-
ING MISSION ON AUGUST 31, 1982.

(a) IN GENERAL.—With the consent of the
owner of the private land adjacent to the
Cherohala Skyway in the State of North
Carolina on which there is located a memo-
rial honoring the 9 members of the Air Force
crew of the C-141B transport plane that
crashed during a training mission over the
Cherokee and Nantahala National Forests on
August 31, 1982 (referred to in this section as
the ‘“‘memorial’’), and subject to subsections
(b) through (e), the Secretary of Agriculture
(referred to in this section as the ‘‘Sec-
retary’’) may authorize, by special use au-
thorization, the installation and any mainte-
nance associated with the installation of the
memorial at an appropriate site at the Strat-
ton Ridge rest area located at mile marker 2
on the Cherohala Skyway in Graham Coun-
ty, North Carolina, in the Nantahala Na-
tional Forest.

(b) SITE APPROVAL.—The site at which the
memorial is installed under subsection (a) is
subject to approval by the Secretary, in con-
currence with—

(1) the North Carolina Department of
Transportation; and

(2) in a case in which the site is located ad-
jacent to a Federal-aid highway, the Admin-
istrator of the Federal Highway Administra-
tion.

(c) FUNDING.—No Federal funds may be
used to relocate, install, or maintain the me-
morial under subsection (a).

(d) CosTs.—The individual or entity re-
questing the installation of the memorial on
National Forest System land under sub-
section (a) shall be responsible for the costs
associated with the use of National Forest
System land for the memorial, including the
costs of—

(1) processing the application for the relo-
cation;

(2) issuing a special use authorization for
the memorial, including the costs associated
with any related environmental analysis;
and

(3) relocating, installing, and maintaining
the memorial.

(e) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—The special
use authorization for the installation of the
memorial under subsection (a) may include
any terms and conditions that are deter-
mined to be appropriate by the Secretary, in-
cluding a provision preventing any enlarge-
ment or expansion of the memorial.

SA 306. Mr. TILLIS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle G of title X, add the
following:
SEC. 10

. DESIGNATION OF CERTAIN
CREEKS, NORTH CAROLINA.
(a) DESIGNATION OF NOAH STYRON CREEK.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The creek located at lati-
tude 34°59'49.33” N, longitude 76°8’42.11” W,
shall be known and designated as ‘‘Noah
Styron Creek’”.
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(2) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
regulation, map, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the creek de-
scribed in paragraph (1) shall be deemed to
be a reference to ‘‘Noah Styron Creek’.

(b) DESIGNATION OF HUNTER PARKS
CREEK.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The creek located at lati-
tude 34°57'52.85” N, longitude 76°11'11.25” W,
shall be known and designated as ‘‘Hunter
Parks Creek”.

(2) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
regulation, map, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the creek de-
scribed in paragraph (1) shall be deemed to
be a reference to ‘‘Hunter Parks Creek’.

(¢) DESIGNATION OF KOLE MCINNIS CREEK.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The creek located at lati-
tude 34°57'46.30” N, longitude 76°11'18.18” W,
shall be known and designated as ‘‘Kole
MecInnis Creek’.

(2) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
regulation, map, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the creek de-
scribed in paragraph (1) shall be deemed to
be a reference to ‘“Kole McInnis Creek”.

(d) DESIGNATION OF STEPHANIE FULCHER
CREEK.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The creek located at lati-
tude 34°57'38.08” N, longitude 76°11'31.18” W,
shall be known and designated as ‘“Stephanie
Fulcher Creek”.

(2) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
regulation, map, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the creek de-
scribed in paragraph (1) shall be deemed to
be a reference to ‘‘Stephanie Fulcher Creek’.

(e) DESIGNATION OF JACOB TAYLOR CREEK.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The creek located at lati-
tude 34°52'43.45” N, longitude 76°17'41.49” W,
shall be known and designated as ‘‘Jacob
Taylor Creek”.

(2) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
regulation, map, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the creek de-
scribed in paragraph (1) shall be deemed to
be a reference to ‘‘Jacob Taylor Creek’.

(f) DESIGNATION OF DAILY SHEPHERD
CREEK.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The creek located at lati-
tude 34°52'28.26” N, longitude 76°17'43.20” W,
shall be known and designated as ‘‘Daily
Shepherd Creek’’.

(2) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
regulation, map, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the creek de-
scribed in paragraph (1) shall be deemed to
be a reference to ‘‘Daily Shepherd Creek”’.

SA 307. Mr. TILLIS (for himself and
Mr. CooONS) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2024 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in subtitle G of
title X, insert the following:

SEC. 10 . INCLUSION OF PHOSPHATE AND
POTASH AS CRITICAL MINERALS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The list of critical min-
erals published in the notice of the Secretary
of the Interior entitled ‘2022 Final List of
Critical Minerals’” (87 Fed. Reg. 10381 (Feb-
ruary 24, 2022)) shall be deemed to include
phosphate and potash.

(b) RECOMMENDATIONS.—Not later than 90
days after the date of enactment of this sec-
tion, the Secretary of the Interior shall
evaluate current policies related to permit-
ting and leasing of projects to develop the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

minerals described in subsection (a) and
issue recommendations to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources of the Senate
and the Committee on Natural Resources of
the House of Representatives to support do-
mestic production of those minerals.

SA 308. Mr. TILLIS (for himself and
Mr. BUDD) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2024 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title X, insert
the following:

SEC. . SENSE OF CONGRESS ON THE IMPOR-
TANCE OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL
RECOGNITION OF MILITARY ENLIST-
EES TO IMPROVE COMMUNITY SUP-
PORT FOR MILITARY RECRUITMENT.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) publicly honoring and recognizing the
young men and women who upon graduation
from high-school enlist to serve in the
Armed Forces is a meaningful way to indi-
cate national and local support for those en-
listees prior to initial accession training, ex-
press gratitude to their families, and en-
hance the partnerships between military re-
cruiters and high school administrators and
guidance counselors;

(2) the intrinsic value of these community
ceremonies should be formally recognized by
the Office of the Secretary of Defense and
the various military service recruiting com-
mands; and

(3) to the extent practicable, an appro-
priate level of joint military service support
should be provided at these events, to in-
clude general officer and senior enlisted ad-
viser participation, ceremonial unit involve-
ment, musical support, and local recruiter
presence.

(b) BRIEFING.—Not later than March 23,
2024, the Secretary of Defense shall brief the
congressional defense committees on the ex-
tent of Department of Defense and military
service coordination and support rendered
for the recognition events described in sub-
section (a), which are executed at no cost to
the Federal Government under the inde-
pendent, national direction of the ‘‘Our Com-
munity Salutes’ organization, a registered
501(c)(3) organization.

SA 309. Mr. JOHNSON submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title VII, insert
the following:

SEC. . REQUIREMENT FOR PROCUREMENT
OF DOMESTICALLY PRODUCED MO-
LYBDENUM 99.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subsection (b), on and after the date of the
enactment of this Act, in procuring molyb-
denum 99 or technetium-99m for use by the
Defense Health Agency, the Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense for Health Affairs shall
procure only—
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(1) domestically produced molybdenum 99;
or

(2) technetium-99m patient doses derived
from domestically produced molybdenum 99.

(b) EXCEPTION.—The Assistant Secretary of
Defense for Health Affairs may procure for a
particular geographic location from sources
that do not comply with the requirements of
subsection (a) if the supply of domestically
produced molybdenum 99 or technetium-99m
patient doses derived from domestically pro-
duced molybdenum 99 cannot completely ful-
fill the needs in that location.

SA 310. Mr. JOHNSON (for himself
and Mrs. SHAHEEN) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle D of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1269. ELIGIBILITY OF TAIWAN FOR THE
STRATEGIC TRADE AUTHORIZATION
EXCEPTION TO CERTAIN EXPORT
CONTROL LICENSING REQUIRE-
MENTS.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) Taiwan has adopted high standards in
the field of export controls.

(2) Taiwan has declared its unilateral ad-
herence to the Missile Technology Control
Regime, the Wassenaar Arrangement, the
Australia Group, and the Nuclear Suppliers
Group.

(3) At the request of President George W.
Bush, section 1206 of the Foreign Relations
Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 2003 (Public
Law 107-228; 22 U.S.C. 2321k note) required
that Taiwan be treated as if it were des-
ignated as a major non-NATO ally (as de-
fined in section 644(q) of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2403(q)).

(b) ELIGIBILITY FOR STRATEGIC TRADE AU-
THORIZATION.—The  President, consistent
with the commitments of the United States
under international arrangements, shall
take steps so that Taiwan may be treated as
if it were included in the list of countries eli-
gible for the strategic trade authorization
exception under section 740.20(c)(1) of the Ex-
port Administration Regulations to the re-
quirement for a license for the export, re-ex-
port, or in-country transfer of an item sub-
ject to controls under the Export Adminis-
tration Regulations.

(c) CRITERIA.—Before the President may
treat Taiwan as eligible for the exception de-
scribed in subsection (b), the President shall
ensure that Taiwan satisfies any applicable
criteria normally required for inclusion in
the Country Group A:5 list set forth in Sup-
plement No. 1 to part 740 of the Export Ad-
ministration Regulations, particularly with
respect to alignment of export control poli-
cies with such policies of the United States.

(d) EXPORT ADMINISTRATION REGULATIONS
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘Export
Administration Regulations’ has the mean-
ing given that term in section 1742 of the Ex-
port Control Reform Act of 2018 (50 U.S.C.
4801).

SA 311. Mr. JOHNSON submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
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and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . STUDY ON PHARMACEUTICAL INGREDI-
ENTS.

The Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices shall seek to enter into an agreement
with the RAND Corporation under which the
RAND Corporation—

(1) studies—

(A) the extent to which drug manufactur-
ers use foreign sources for precursor chemi-
cals and active pharmaceutical ingredients
for the manufacture of drugs for the United
States market; and

(B) any statutory, regulatory, or other bar-
riers to domestic production of such chemi-
cals and ingredients; and

(2) submits a report on such study to the
Secretary of Health and Human Services.

SA 312. Mr. JOHNSON submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . ASSESSMENT OF EXISTING LARGE
POWER TRANSFORMERS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Energy, in consultation with
the Secretary of Defense, shall submit to
Congress an assessment of large power trans-
formers in the United States.

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The assessment re-
quired under subsection (a) shall include—

(1) an identification of the number of large
power transformers in the United States as
of the date of the assessment;

(2) a description of the age and condition of
the large power transformers identified
under paragraph (1);

(3) an identification of the number of large
power transformers identified under para-
graph (1) that require replacement or signifi-
cant repair as of the date of the assessment;

(4) an estimate of the number of large
power transformers that would be required
in the United States if there was a need for
recovery of the electric grid on a nationwide
scale;

(5) a list of authorities and resources in ex-
istence as of the date of the assessment that
the Department of Energy or another Fed-
eral agency could use to procure large power
transformers; and

(6) recommendations to Congress for any
authorization, funding, or other resources
necessary to procure the number of large
power transformers estimated to be needed
under paragraph (4).

SA 313. Mr. JOHNSON submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:
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At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . GOOD ACT.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘‘Guidance Out Of Darkness Act”’
or the “GOOD Act”.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) AGENCY.—The term ‘‘agency’ has the
meaning given the term in section 551 of
title 5, United States Code.

(2) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’” means
the Director of the Office of Management
and Budget.

(3) GUIDANCE DOCUMENT.—

(A) DEFINITION.—The term ‘‘guidance docu-
ment’—

(i) means an agency statement of general
applicability (other than a rule that has the
force and effect of law promulgated in ac-
cordance with the notice and comment pro-
cedures under section 553 of title 5, United
States Code) that—

(I) does not have the force and effect of
law; and

(IT) is designated by an agency official as
setting forth—

(aa) a policy on a statutory, regulatory, or
technical issue; or

(bb) an interpretation of a statutory or
regulatory issue; and

(ii) may include—

(I) a memorandum;

(IT) a notice;

(III) a bulletin;

(IV) a directive;

(V) a news release;

(VI) a letter;

(VII) a blog post;

(VIII) a no-action letter;

(IX) a speech by an agency official; and

(X) any combination of the items described
in subclauses (I) through (IX).

(B) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—The term
‘“‘guidance document’—

(i) shall be construed broadly to effectuate
the purpose and intent of this Act; and

(ii) shall not be limited to the items de-
scribed in subparagraph (A)(ii).

(c) PUBLICATION OF GUIDANCE DOCUMENTS
ON THE INTERNET.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection (e),
on the date on which an agency issues a
guidance document, the agency shall publish
the guidance document in accordance with
the requirements under subsection (d).

(2) PREVIOUSLY ISSUED GUIDANCE DOCU-
MENTS.—Subject to subsection (e), not later
than 180 days after the date of enactment of
this Act, each agency shall publish, in ac-
cordance with the requirements under sub-
section (d), any guidance document issued by
that agency that is in effect on that date.

(d) SINGLE LOCATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—AIll guidance documents
published under paragraphs (1) and (2) of sub-
section (c) by an agency shall be published in
a single location on an internet website des-
ignated by the Director under paragraph (4)
of this subsection.

(2) AGENCY INTERNET WEBSITES.—Each
agency shall, for guidance documents pub-
lished by the agency under paragraphs (1)
and (2) of subsection (c¢), publish a hyperlink
on the internet website of the agency that
provides access to the guidance documents
at the location described in subparagraph
(A).

(3) ORGANIZATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The guidance documents
described in paragraph (1) shall be—

(i) categorized as guidance documents; and

(ii) further divided into subcategories as
appropriate.

(B) AGENCY INTERNET WEBSITES.—The
hyperlinks described in paragraph (2) shall
be prominently displayed on the internet
website of the agency.
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(4) DESIGNATION.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Director shall designate an internet website
on which guidance documents shall be pub-
lished under paragraphs (1) and (2) of sub-
section (c).

(e) DOCUMENTS AND INFORMATION EXEMPT
FrROM DISCLOSURE UNDER FOIA.—If a guid-
ance document issued by an agency is a doc-
ument that is exempt from disclosure under
section 552(b) of title 5, United States Code
(commonly known as the ‘“Freedom of Infor-
mation Act’), or contains information that
is exempt from disclosure under that section,
that document or information, as the case
may be, shall not be subject to the require-
ments under this Act.

(f) RESCINDED GUIDANCE DOCUMENTS.—On
the date on which a guidance document
issued by an agency is rescinded, or, in the
case of a guidance document that is re-
scinded pursuant to a court order, not later
than the date on which the order is entered,
the agency shall, at the location described in
subsection (d)(1)—

(1) maintain the rescinded guidance docu-
ment; and

(2) indicate—

(A) that the guidance document is re-
scinded;

(B) if the guidance document was rescinded
pursuant to a court order, the case number
of the case in which the order was entered;
and

(C) the date on which the guidance docu-
ment was rescinded.

SA 314. Mr. TESTER (for himself and
Mr. ROUNDS) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2024 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle G of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1299L. ASSESSMENT OF AND EXPORT CON-
TROL DECISIONS WITH RESPECT TO
CERTAIN UNITED STATES-ORIGIN
TECHNOLOGY USED BY FOREIGN AD-
VERSARIES.

(a) ASSESSMENT REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director of National
Intelligence shall conduct an assessment of
technology described in paragraph (2) that
could be or is being used by foreign adver-
saries in foreign espionage programs tar-
geting the United States.

(2) TECHNOLOGY DESCRIBED.—Technology
described in this paragraph is technology of
United States origin that is commercially
available and not subject to export controls.

(3) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Director shall submit a report on
the assessment required by paragraph (1)
to—

(A) the Committee on Armed Services, the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation, the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs, the Committee
on Foreign Relations, and the Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Armed Services, the
Committee on Energy and Commerce, the
Committee on Financial Services, the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and the Perma-
nent Select Committee on Intelligence of the
House of Representatives.

(b) CONSIDERATION OF ASSESSMENT IN EX-
PORT CONTROL DECISIONS.—The Secretary of
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Commerce, the Secretary of State, and the
Secretary of the Treasury shall each use the
assessment conducted under subsection (a)
to inform decisions with respect to listing,
de-listing, or changing the control and regu-
lation status of technology for purposes of
export controls within their respective juris-
dictions.

SA 315. Ms. SINEMA (for herself and
Mr. KELLY) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 2226, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2024 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in subtitle G of
title X, insert the following:

SEC. 10 . NOGALES WASTEWATER IMPROVE-
NT.

(a) AMENDMENT TO THE ACT OF JULY 27,
1953.—The first section of the Act of July 27,
1953 (67 Stat. 195, chapter 242; 22 U.S.C. 277d-
10), is amended by striking the period at the
end and inserting ‘‘: Provided further, That
the equitable portion of the Nogales sanita-
tion project for the city of Nogales, Arizona,
shall be limited to the costs directly associ-
ated with the treatment and conveyance of
the wastewater of the city and, to the extent
practicable, shall not include any costs di-
rectly associated with the quality or quan-
tity of wastewater originating in Mexico.”.

(b) NOGALES SANITATION PROJECT.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) CiTY.—The term ‘‘City’’ means the City
of Nogales, Arizona.

(B) CoMMISSION.—The term ‘“‘Commission’’
means the United States Section of the
International Boundary and Water Commis-
sion.

(C) INTERNATIONAL OUTFALL INTERCEPTOR.—
The term ‘International Outfall Inter-
ceptor’”” means the pipeline that conveys
wastewater from the United States-Mexico
border to the Nogales International Waste-
water Treatment Plant.

(D) NOGALES INTERNATIONAL WASTEWATER
TREATMENT PLANT.—The term ‘‘Nogales
International Wastewater Treatment Plant™
means the wastewater treatment plant
that—

(i) is operated by the Commission;

(ii) is located in Rio Rico, Santa Cruz
County, Arizona, after manhole 99; and

(iii) treats sewage and wastewater origi-
nating from—

(I) Nogales, Sonora, Mexico; and

(IT) Nogales, Arizona.

(2) OWNERSHIP AND CONTROL.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(B) and in accordance with authority under
the Act of July 27, 1953 (67 Stat. 195, chapter
242; 22 U.S.C. 277d-10 et seq.), on transfer by
donation from the City of the current stake
of the City in the International Outfall In-
terceptor to the Commission, the Commis-
sion shall enter into such agreements as are
necessary to assume full ownership and con-
trol over the International Outfall Inter-
ceptor.

(B) AGREEMENTS REQUIRED.—The Commis-
sion shall assume full ownership and control
over the International Outfall Interceptor
under subparagraph (A) after all applicable
governing bodies in the State of Arizona, in-
cluding the City, have—

(i) signed memoranda of understanding
granting to the Commission access to exist-
ing easements for a right of entry to the
International Outfall Interceptor for the life
of the International Outfall Interceptor;
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(ii) entered into an agreement with respect
to the flows entering the International Out-
fall Interceptor that are controlled by the
City; and

(iii) agreed to work in good faith to expedi-
tiously enter into such other agreements as
are necessary for the Commission to operate
and maintain the International Outfall In-
terceptor.

(3) OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the date on
which the Commission assumes full owner-
ship and control of the International Outfall
Interceptor under paragraph (2)(A), but sub-
ject to paragraph (5), the Commission shall
be responsible for the operations and mainte-
nance of the International Outfall Inter-
ceptor.

(B) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Commission to carry out this paragraph,
to remain available until expended—

(i) $6,500,000 for fiscal year 2025; and

(ii) not less than $2,500,000 for fiscal year
2026 and each fiscal year thereafter.

(4) DEBRIS SCREEN.—

(A) DEBRIS SCREEN REQUIRED.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall
construct, operate, and maintain a debris
screen at Manhole One of the International
Outfall Interceptor for intercepting debris
and drug bundles coming to the United
States from Nogales, Sonora, Mexico.

(ii) REQUIREMENT.—In constructing and op-
erating the debris screen under clause (i), the
Commission and the Commissioner of U.S.
Customs and Border Protection shall coordi-
nate—

(I) the removal of drug bundles and other
illicit goods caught in the debris screen; and

(IT) other operations at the International
Outfall Interceptor that require coordina-
tion.

(B) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Commission, to remain available until
expended—

(i) for fiscal year 2025—

(I) $8,000,000 for construction of the debris
screen described in subparagraph (A)(i); and

(IT) not less than $1,000,000 for the oper-
ations and maintenance of the debris screen
described in subparagraph (A)(i); and

(ii) not less than $1,000,000 for fiscal year
2026 and each fiscal year thereafter for the
operations and maintenance of the debris
screen described in subparagraph (A)(i).

(5) LIMITATION OF CLAIMS.—Chapter 171 and
section 1346(b) of title 28, United States Code
(commonly known as the ‘Federal Tort
Claims Act’’), shall not apply to any claim
arising from the activities of the Commis-
sion in carrying out this subsection, includ-
ing any claim arising from damages that re-
sult from overflow of the International Out-
fall Interceptor due to excess inflow to the
International Outfall Interceptor originating
from Nogales, Sonora, Mexico.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section (includ-
ing the amendments made by this section)
takes effect on October 1, 2024.

SA 316. Ms. BALDWIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in subtitle G of
title X, insert the following:
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. MANDATORY ORIGIN AND LOCATION
DISCLOSURE FOR NEW PRODUCTS
OF FOREIGN ORIGIN OFFERED FOR
SALE ON THE INTERNET.

(a) MANDATORY DISCLOSURE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—

(A) DISCLOSURE.—Subject to subparagraph
(B), it shall be unlawful for a product that is
marked or required to be marked under sec-
tion 304 of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C.
1304) to be introduced, sold, advertised, or of-
fered for sale in commerce on an internet
website unless the internet website descrip-
tion of the product indicates in a con-
spicuous place—

(i) the country of origin of the product (or,
in the case of a multi-sourced product, the
countries of origin), in a manner consistent
with the regulations prescribed under such
section 304; and

(ii) the country in which the seller of the
product has its principal place of business.

(B) EXCLUSIONS.—

(i) AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS.—The disclo-
sure requirements under clauses (i) and (ii)
of subparagraph (A) shall not apply to—

(I) a covered commodity (as defined in sec-
tion 281 of the Agricultural Marketing Act of
1946 (7 U.S.C. 1638));

(IT) a meat or meat food product subject to
inspection under the Federal Meat Inspec-
tion Act (21 U.S.C. 601 et seq.);

(ITI) a poultry or poultry product subject
to inspection under the Poultry Products In-
spection Act (21 U.S.C. 451 et seq.); or

(IV) an egg product subject to regulation
under the Egg Products Inspection Act (21
U.S.C. 1031 et seq.).

(ii) FooD AND DRUGS.—The disclosure re-
quirements under clauses (i) and (ii) of sub-
paragraph (A) shall not apply to a food or
drug (as those terms are defined in para-
graphs (f) and (g), respectively, of section 201
of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
(21 U.S.C. 321) that is subject to the jurisdic-
tion of the Food and Drug Administration.

(iii) USED OR PREVIOUSLY OWNED ARTI-
CLES.—The disclosure requirements under
clauses (i) and (ii) of subparagraph (A) shall
not apply to any used or previously owned
article sold by an internet website market-
place or a seller on an internet website mar-
ketplace. For the purposes of the preceding
sentence, the term ‘‘used or previously
owned article” means an article that was
previously sold or offered for sale at retail.

(iv) SMALL SELLER.—The disclosure re-
quirements under clauses (i) and (ii) of sub-
paragraph (A) shall not apply to goods listed
by a small seller. For the purposes of the
preceding sentence, the term ‘‘small seller”’
means a seller with annual sales of less than
$20,000 and fewer than 200 discrete sales.

(C) MULTI-SOURCED PRODUCTS.—For pur-
poses of subparagraph (A)(i), a product shall
be considered to be a ‘‘multi-sourced prod-
uct” if a seller offers for sale a finished prod-
uct, identical versions of which are produced
in multiple countries.

(2) CERTAIN DRUG PRODUCTS.—It shall be
unlawful for a drug that is not subject to sec-
tion 503(b)(1) of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 353(b)(1)) and that is
required to be marked under section 304 of
the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1304) to be of-
fered for sale in commerce to consumers on
an internet website unless the internet
website description of the drug indicates in a
conspicuous place the name and place of
business of the manufacturer, packer, or dis-
tributor that is required to appear on the
label of the drug in accordance with section
502(b) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos-
metic Act (21 U.S.C. 352(b)).

(3) OBLIGATION TO PROVIDE.—A manufac-
turer, importer, distributor, seller, supplier,
or private labeler seeking to have a product
introduced, sold, advertised, or offered for
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sale in commerce shall provide the informa-
tion identified clauses (i) and (ii) of para-
graph (1)(A) or paragraph (2), as applicable,
to the relevant retailer.

(4) SAFE HARBOR.—A retailer or a seller on
an internet website marketplace satisfies
the disclosure requirements under clauses (i)
and (ii) of paragraph (1)(A) or paragraph (2),
as applicable, if the disclosure includes the
country of origin and seller information pro-
vided by a third-party manufacturer, im-
porter, distributor, seller, supplier, or pri-
vate labeler of the product.

(b) ENFORCEMENT BY THE COMMISSION.—

(1) UNFAIR OR DECEPTIVE ACTS OR PRAC-
TICES.—A violation of subsection (a) shall be
treated as a violation of a rule prescribed
under section 18(a)(1)(B) of the Federal Trade
Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 57a(a)(1)(B)).

(2) POWERS OF THE COMMISSION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall en-
force this section in the same manner, by the
same means, and with the same jurisdiction,
powers, and duties as though all applicable
terms and provisions of the Federal Trade
Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.) were
incorporated into and made a part of this
section.

(B) PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES.—ANy per-
son that violates subsection (a) shall be sub-
ject to the penalties and entitled to the
privileges and immunities provided in the
Federal Trade Commission Act (156 U.S.C. 41
et seq.) as though all applicable terms and
provisions of that Act were incorporated and
made part of this section.

(C) AUTHORITY PRESERVED.—Nothing in
this section may be construed to limit the
authority of the Commission under any
other provision of law.

(3) INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT.—Not later
than 6 months after the date of enactment of
this section, the Commission, the U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection, and the Depart-
ment of Agriculture shall—

(A) enter into a Memorandum of Under-
standing or other appropriate agreement for
the purpose of providing consistent imple-
mentation of this section; and

(B) publish such agreement to provide pub-
lic guidance.

(4) DEFINITION OF COMMISSION.—In this sub-
section, the term ‘“‘Commission” means the
Federal Trade Commission.

(¢) LIMITATION OF LIABILITY.—A retailer or
seller is not in violation of subsection (a) if—

(1) a third-party manufacturer, distributor,
seller, supplier, or private labeler provided
the retailer or seller with a false or decep-
tive representation as to the country of ori-
gin of a product or its parts or processing;
and

(2) the retailer or seller—

(A) relied in good faith on that representa-
tion; and

(B) took immediate action to remove any
such false or deceptive representations upon
notice.

(d) AUTHORITY PRESERVED.—Nothing in
this section may be construed to limit the
authority of the Department of Agriculture,
the Food and Drug Administration, or U.S.
Customs and Border Protection under any
other provision of law.

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall
take effect 12 months after the date of the
publication of the Memorandum of Under-
standing or agreement under subsection
(0)(3).

SA 317. Ms. BALDWIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
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partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-

lowing:
SEC. . INVENT HERE, MAKE HERE.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“Invent Here, Make Here Act of
2023’.

(b) IMPROVEMENT OF COMMERCIALIZATION OF
FEDERAL RESEARCH BY DOMESTIC MANUFAC-
TURERS.—Section 2 of the National Institute
of Standards and Technology Act (15 U.S.C.
272) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“(f) COMMERCIALIZATION OF FEDERAL RE-
SEARCH BY DOMESTIC MANUFACTURERS.—In
order for the Institute to meet the need de-
scribed in section 1(a)(1) and most effectively
carry out the activities under subsection
(c)(1) of this section, the Director shall—

‘(1) coordinate with the Manufacturing
USA Network established under section
34(c)(1) to identify domestic manufacturers
that can develop commercial products based
on research conducted by Federal agencies;

‘“(2) work with the Administrator of the
Small Business Administration to identify
domestic investors to support the develop-
ment of commercial products based on re-
search conducted by Federal agencies; and

““(3) coordinate with the Director of the
Made in America Office at the Office of Man-
agement and Budget to use the procedures
described in section 204(c)(2)(A)(i) of title 35,
United States Code, to identify appropriate
domestic manufacturers and investors to
commercialize products based on Federal re-
search and manufacture such products in the
United States.”.

(c) STUDY AND COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW OF
COMMERCIALIZATION OF FEDERAL RESEARCH
BY DOMESTIC MANUFACTURERS.—Not later
than 540 days after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Director of the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology shall—

(1) complete a study and comprehensive re-
view of the commercialization of Federal re-
search by domestic manufacturers that—

(A) addresses—

(i) what barriers currently (as of the date
on which the study is completed) exist for
domestic manufacturers to commercialize
Federal research; and

(ii) what role investment and the avail-
ability of investors plays in the encourage-
ment or discouragement of the commer-
cialization of Federal research by domestic
manufacturers; and

(B) provides recommendations for modi-
fications to the comprehensive strategic
plan developed and implemented pursuant to
section 107 of the American Innovation and
Competitiveness Act (15 U.S.C. 272 note) to
ensure that Federal science, engineering, and
technology research is being transferred to
domestic manufacturers to modernize manu-
facturing processes in accordance with sec-
tion 2(b)(1) of the National Institute of
Standards and Technology Act (15 U.S.C.
272(b)(1)); and

(2) submit to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology of the House of Representatives
a report on the findings of the Director with
respect to the study and review completed
under paragraph (1).

(d) PREFERENCE FOR UNITED STATES INDUS-
TRY.—Section 204 of title 35, United States
Code, is amended to read as follows:

“§204. Preference for United States industry

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) COUNTRY OF CONCERN.—The term
‘country of concern’ means a country that—
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““(A) is a covered nation, as that term is
defined in section 4872(d) of title 10; or

‘“(B) the Secretary of Commerce deter-
mines is engaged in conduct that is detri-
mental to the national security of the
United States.

¢(2) MANUFACTURED SUBSTANTIALLY IN THE
UNITED STATES.—The term ‘manufactured
substantially in the United States’ means
manufactured substantially from all arti-
cles, materials, or supplies mined, produced,
or manufactured in the United States.

‘“(3) RELEVANT CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘relevant congressional
committees’ means—

“(A) the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate;
and

‘(B) the Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology of the House of Representatives.

“(b) GENERAL PREFERENCE.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of this chapter,
and subject to subsection (c), no small busi-
ness firm or nonprofit organization which re-
ceives title to any subject invention and no
assignee of any such small business firm or
nonprofit organization shall grant to any
person the exclusive right to use or sell any
subject invention unless such person agrees
that any products embodying the subject in-
vention or produced through the use of the
subject invention will be manufactured sub-
stantially in the United States.

‘“(c) WAIVERS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In individual cases, sub-
ject to paragraph (2), the requirement for an
agreement described in subsection (b) may
be waived by the Federal agency under
whose funding agreement the applicable sub-
ject invention was made upon a showing by
the small business firm, nonprofit organiza-
tion, or assignee that reasonable but unsuc-
cessful efforts have been made to grant li-
censes on similar terms to potential licens-
ees that would be likely to manufacture sub-
stantially in the United States or that under
the circumstances domestic manufacture is
not commercially feasible.

¢‘(2) CONDITIONS ON WAIVERS.—

‘““(A) BEFORE GRANT OF WAIVER.—Before
granting a waiver under paragraph (1), a Fed-
eral agency shall—

‘(i) comply with the procedures developed
and implemented pursuant to section
70923(b)(2) of the Build America, Buy Amer-
ica Act (subtitle A of title IX of division G of
Public Law 117-58); and

‘‘(ii) in carrying out clause (i), preserve the
confidentiality or trade sensitive nature of
information included in the applicable appli-
cation for a license.

‘“(B) PROHIBITION ON GRANTING CERTAIN
WAIVERS.—A Federal agency may not grant a
waiver under paragraph (1) if, as a result of
the waiver, products embodying the applica-
ble subject invention, or produced through
the use of the applicable subject invention,
will be manufactured substantially in a
country of concern.

‘(3) ANNUAL REPORT TO CONGRESSIONAL
COMMITTEES.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of enactment of the Invent Here, Make
Here Act of 2023, and annually thereafter,
each Federal agency that, during the pre-
ceding year, has received a request for a
waiver under this subsection shall submit to
the relevant congressional committees a re-
port regarding the decision of the Federal
agency to grant or deny each such request.”.

(e) AMENDMENTS TO THE DIRECTORATE FOR
TECHNOLOGY, INNOVATION, AND PARTNER-
SHIPS.—Subtitle G of title IIT of the Research
and Development, Competition, and Innova-
tion Act (42 U.S.C. 19101 et seq.) is amended—

(1) in section 10382—

(A) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘and”
after the semicolon;



July 13, 2023

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(4) ensure that products developed
through research funded by the Directorate
will be manufactured in the United States.”’;

(2) in section 10383—

(A) in paragraph (2), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘prod-
ucts,” and inserting ‘‘products that will be
manufactured in the United States,’’;

(B) in paragraph (4)(C), by inserting ‘‘pro-
ducing,” after ‘‘capable of’’;

(C) in paragraph (6), by striking ‘‘and”
after the semicolon;

(D) in paragraph (7), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(E) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(8) develop industrial capacity to produce
innovations competitively in the United
States for the global marketplace.”’;

(3) in section 10384—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking
after the semicolon;

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(3) maximizes economic benefits by ensur-
ing that innovations developed from research
awards are produced in the United States.”’;

(4) in section 10385—

(A) in subsection (b)(1), by striking ‘‘and
commercialization” and inserting ‘‘commer-
cialization, and domestic production’; and

(B) in subsection (c¢)(2), by striking ‘‘and
commercialization” and inserting ‘‘commer-
cialization, and domestic production’’;

(5) in section 10386(b)(2), by inserting ‘‘with
domestic manufacturing operations’ after
“private sector’’;

(6) in section 10389(a), by striking ‘‘and
commercialization” and inserting ‘‘commer-
cialization, and domestic production’’;

(7) in section 10391(a), by striking ‘‘and
commercialization” and inserting ‘‘commer-
cialization, and domestic production’; and

(8) in section 10394(f)(5), by striking ‘‘and,
as appropriate, commercializing”’ and insert-
ing ‘‘, commercializing, and producing”’.

SA 318. Mr. OSSOFF (for himself and
Mr. WARNOCK) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2226, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2024 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XXVIII,
insert the following:

SEC. 28 . LIMITATION ON USE OF FUNDS FOR
CLOSURE OF COMBAT READINESS
TRAINING CENTERS.

(a) LIMITATION.—None of the funds author-
ized to be appropriated by this Act or other-
wise made available for fiscal year 2024 for
the Air Force or the Air National Guard may
be obligated or expended to close, or prepare
to close, any combat readiness training cen-
ter.

(b) WAIVER.—The Secretary of the Air
Force may waive the limitation under sub-
section (a) with respect to a combat readi-
ness training center if the Secretary submits
to the congressional defense committees the
following:

(1) A certification that—

(A) the closure of the center would not be
in violation of section 2687 of title 10, United
States Code; and

(B) the support capabilities provided by the
center will not be diminished as a result of
the closure of the center.

“and”’
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(2) A report that includes—

(A) a detailed business case analysis for
the closure of the center; and

(B) an assessment of the effects the closure
of the center would have on training units of
the Armed Forces, including any active duty
units that may use the center.

SA 319. Mr. OSSOFF (for himself and
Mr. TILLIS) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2024 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XXVIII,
insert the following:

SEC. 28 . REQUIREMENTS FOR MILITARY TEN-
ANT ADVOCATES FOR PRIVATIZED
MILITARY HOUSING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter V of chapter
169 of title 10, United States Code, is amend-
ed by inserting after section 2890 the fol-
lowing new section:

“§2890a. Military tenant advocates

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall ensure that each installation of
the Department of Defense at which military
housing under subchapter IV of this chapter
is offered has a military tenant advocate em-
ployed by the military department con-
cerned.

“‘(b) TRAINING AND CERTIFICATION.—(1) The
Secretary shall implement a uniform train-
ing and certification program for all individ-
uals serving or selected to serve as a mili-
tary tenant advocate under subsection (a).

‘“(2) The training and certification program
under paragraph (1) shall include, at a min-
imum, instruction on the following:

‘“(A) The authority of the Secretary to pro-
vide military housing under subchapter IV of
this chapter.

‘“(B) The role, authority, and responsibility
of housing management offices.

‘“(C) The Military Housing Privatization
Initiative Tenant Bill of Rights developed
under section 2890 of this title.

‘(D) The dispute resolution process under
section 2894 of this title.

‘“(E) The resources available to tenants of
military housing under subchapter IV of this
chapter to ensure that all such tenants are
living in housing that meets the standards
described in the Military Housing Privatiza-
tion Initiative Tenant Bill of Rights.

‘(F) Relevant national, State, and local
housing, disability, and environmental laws.

‘‘(c) OUTREACH.—The Secretary shall con-
duct public outreach and education at each
installation of the Department with a mili-
tary tenant advocate under subsection (a) to
provide members of the armed forces and
their families with information on the iden-
tity, role, and authority of the military ten-
ant advocate.

“(d) HIRING.—When hiring or selecting in-
dividuals to serve in the role of military ten-
ant advocate under subsection (a), no pref-
erential consideration shall be given to indi-
viduals currently or previously employed
by—

‘(1) a housing management office;

‘“(2) a garrison command; or

‘“(3) a housing provider or manager owning
or operating military housing under sub-
chapter IV of this chapter.”.

(b) CLERICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—

(1) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of such subchapter
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is amended by inserting after the item relat-
ing to section 2890 the following new item:
¢“2890a. Military tenant advocates.”.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(A) RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF TEN-
ANTS.—Section 2890(b) of title 10, United
States Code, is amended—

(i) in paragraph (5), by inserting ‘‘under
section 2890a of this title’ after ‘“‘advocate’’;
and

(ii) in paragraph (8), by striking *‘, as pro-
vided in section 2894(b)(4) of this title,” and
inserting ‘‘under section 2890a of this title’’.

(B) DISPUTE RESOLUTION PROCESS.—Section
2894(b)(4) of such title is amended by striking
“military housing advocate employed by the
military department concerned’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘military tenant advocate under section
2890a of this title”.

SA 320. Mr. OSSOFF (for himself and
Mr. MORAN) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2024 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title VII, insert
the following:

SEC. REPORT ON MILITARY MENTAL
HEALTH CARE REFERRAL POLICIES.

(a) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Defense shall submit to the con-
gressional defense committees a report—

(1) detailing the mental health care refer-
ral policies of the Armed Forces; and

(2) the impact of removing primary care
referral requirements for outpatient mental
health care on—

(A) military readiness;

(B) the uptake of outpatient mental health
care services by members of the Armed
Forces; and

(C) suicide prevention.

(b) RECOMMENDATIONS.—The report re-
quired by subsection (a) shall include rec-
ommendations and legislative proposals—

(1) to improve resources and access for out-
patient mental health care services by mem-
bers of the Armed Forces;

(2) to encourage the uptake of such serv-
ices by such members; and

(3) to maintain military readiness.

SA 321. Mr. OSSOFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of part II of subtitle B of title
XXVIII, add the following:

SEC. 2844. ANNUAL REPORT ON USE OF LAND-
LORD-TENANT DISPUTE RESOLU-

TION PROCESS FOR PRIVATIZED
MILITARY HOUSING.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2894 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended—
(1) by redesignating subsection (g) as sub-
section (h); and
(2) by inserting after subsection (f) the fol-
lowing new subsection (g):
‘(g) ANNUAL REPORT.—(1) Not less fre-
quently than annually, the Secretary of De-
fense shall publish on a publicly available
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website of the Department of Defense a re-
port detailing, for each military department
and each military installation, the frequency
and outcomes associated with the dispute
resolution process under this section.

‘(2) Each report under paragraph (1) shall
include, for the one-year period preceding
the date of the report, the following:

“‘(A) The number of instances in which the
dispute resolution process under this section
was initiated.

‘(B) The outcomes associated with each in-
stance in which the dispute resolution proc-
ess was used.

‘(C) The frequency with which non-disclo-
sure agreements, or similar instruments,
were used by landlords as a condition of
agreement to an outcome under the dispute
resolution process.”.

(b) INITIAL PUBLICATION.—Not later than
180 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall pub-
lish the initial report required under sub-
section (g) of section 2894 of title 10, United
States Code, as added by subsection (a)(2).

SA 322. Mr. OSSOFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle B of title III, add the
following:

SEC. 316. STUDY AND REPORT ON HEXAVALENT
CHROMIUM AND OTHER HAZARDS
AT DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE IN-
STALLATIONS.

(a) STUDY.—The Comptroller General of
the United States shall conduct a study—

(1) to evaluate the nature and prevalence
of hexavalent chromium, isocyanic acid,
hexamethylene ester, and similar hazards at
installations of the Department of Defense,
particularly those installations associated
with equipment and weapons system mainte-
nance and sustainment activities; and

(2) to assess the efficacy of relevant miti-
gation measures being undertaken by the
Department with respect to such hazards.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study conducted under
subsection (a) shall include an assessment of
what and how unmet requirements related to
military construction or facilities
sustainment, restoration, and modernization
impact the nature, prevalence, and mitiga-
tion of chemical hazards in activities of the
Department.

(¢c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Comptroller General shall submit to the con-
gressional defense committees a report on
the results of the study conducted under sub-
section (a).

SA 323. Ms. WARREN (for herself and
Ms. MURKOWSKI) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to
the bill S. 2226, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2024 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end, add the following:
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DIVISION F—TRUTH AND HEALING COM-
MISSION ON INDIAN BOARDING SCHOOL
POLICIES ACT OF 2023

SEC. 6001. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This division may be
cited as the “Truth and Healing Commission
on Indian Boarding School Policies Act of
2023"°.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this division is as follows:
DIVISION F—TRUTH AND HEALING COM-

MISSION ON INDIAN BOARDING SCHOOL

POLICIES ACT OF 2023
Sec. 6001. Short title; table of contents.

Sec. 6002. Findings.
Sec. 6003. Purposes.
Sec. 6004. Definitions.
TITLE LXI—COMMISSION AND
SUBCOMMITTEES

Subtitle A—Truth and Healing Commission
on Indian Boarding School Policies in the
United States

Sec. 6101. Truth and Healing Commission on

Indian Boarding School Policies
in the United States.
Subtitle B—Duties of the Commission

Sec. 6111. Duties of the Commission.
Subtitle C—Survivors Truth and Healing

Subcommittee

Sec. 6121. Survivors Truth and Healing Sub-

committee.

TITLE LXII—ADVISORY COMMITTEES
Subtitle A—Native American Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee
Sec. 6201. Native American Truth and Heal-

ing Advisory Committee.
Subtitle B—Federal Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee
Sec. 6211. Federal Truth and Healing Advi-
sory Committee.

TITLE LXIII—-GENERAL PROVISIONS
Sec. 6301. Clarification.

Sec. 6302. Burial management.

Sec. 6303. Co-stewardship agreements.
Sec. 6304. No right of action.

SEC. 6002. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—

(1) attempts to destroy Native American
cultures, religions, and languages through
assimilationist practices and policies can be
traced to the early 17th century and the
founding charters of some of the oldest edu-
cational institutions in the United States;

(2) in June 2021, and in light of the long
history of the assimilationist policies and
practices referred to in paragraph (1) and
calls for reform from Native peoples, the
Secretary of the Interior directed the De-
partment of the Interior to investigate the
role of the Federal Government in sup-
porting those policies and practices and the
intergenerational impacts of those policies
and practices;

(3) in May 2022, the Department of the In-
terior published volume 1 of a report entitled
‘“Federal Indian Boarding School Initiative
Investigative Report” (referred to in this
section as the ‘“‘Report’’), which found that—

(A) as early as 1819, and until 1969, the Fed-
eral Government directly or indirectly sup-
ported approximately 408 Indian Boarding
Schools across 37 States;

(B) American Indian, Alaska Native, and
Native Hawaiian children, as young as 3
years old, were forcibly removed from their
homes and sent to Indian Boarding Schools
located throughout the United States;

(C) Indian Boarding Schools used system-
atic, violent, and militarized identity-alter-
ing methods, such as physical, sexual, and
psychological abuse and neglect, to attempt
to forcibly assimilate Native children and
strip them of their languages, cultures, and
social connections;
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(D) the violent methods referred to in sub-
paragraph (C) were carried out for the pur-
pose of—

(i) destroying the cultures, languages, and
religions of Native peoples; and

(ii) dispossessing Native peoples of their
ancestral lands;

(E) many of the children who were taken
to Indian Boarding Schools did not survive,
and of those who did survive, many never re-
turned to their parents, extended families, or
communities;

(F) many of the children who were taken
to Indian Boarding Schools and did not sur-
vive were interred in cemeteries and un-
marked graves; and

(G) American Indian, Alaska Native, and
Native Hawaiian communities continue to
experience intergenerational trauma and
cultural and familial disruption from experi-
ences rooted in Indian Boarding Schools
Policies, which divided family structures,
damaged cultures and individual identities,
and inflicted chronic physical and psycho-
logical ramifications on American Indian,
Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian chil-
dren, families, and communities;

(4) the ethos and rationale for Indian
Boarding Schools is infamously expressed in
the following quote from the founder of the
Carlisle Indian Industrial School, Richard
Henry Pratt: “Kill the Indian in him, and
save the man.”’;

(56) the children who perished at Indian
Boarding Schools or in neighboring hospitals
and other institutions were buried in on-
campus and off-campus cemeteries and un-
marked graves;

(6) parents of children who were forcibly
removed from or coerced into leaving their
homes and placed in Indian Boarding Schools
were prohibited from visiting or engaging in
correspondence with their children;

(7) parental resistance to compliance with
the harsh, no-contact policy of Indian Board-
ing Schools resulted in parents being incar-
cerated or losing access to basic human
rights, food rations, and clothing; and

(8) the Federal Government has a responsi-
bility to fully investigate its role in, and the
lasting effects of, Indian Boarding School
Policies.

SEC. 6003. PURPOSES.

The purposes of this division are—

(1) to establish a Truth and Healing Com-
mission on Indian Boarding School Policies
in the United States, including other nec-
essary advisory committees and subcommit-
tees;

(2) to formally investigate, document, and
report on the histories of Indian Boarding
Schools, Indian Boarding School Polices, and
the systematic and long-term effects of those
schools and policies on Native American peo-
ples;

(3) to develop recommendations for Federal
action based on the findings of the Commis-
sion; and

(4) to promote healing for survivors of In-
dian Boarding Schools, the descendants of
those survivors, and the communities of
those survivors.

SEC. 6004. DEFINITIONS.

In this division:

(1) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission”
means the Truth and Healing Commission on
Indian Boarding School Policies in the
United States established by section 6101(a).

(2) FEDERAL TRUTH AND HEALING ADVISORY
COMMITTEE.—The term ‘‘Federal Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee” means the
Federal Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee established by section 6211(a).

(3) INDIAN.—The term ‘‘Indian’ has the
meaning given the term in section 6151 of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 7491).
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(4) INDIAN BOARDING SCHOOL.—The term
“Indian Boarding School” means—

(A) a site of an institution that—

(i) provided on-site housing or overnight
lodging;

(ii) was described in Federal records as pro-
viding formal academic or vocational train-
ing and instruction to American Indians,
Alaska Natives, or Native Hawaiians;

(iii) received Federal funds or other Fed-
eral support; and

(iv) was operational before 1969;

(B) a site of an institution identified by the
Department of the Interior in appendices A
and B of the report entitled ‘‘Federal Indian
Boarding School Initiative Investigative Re-
port” and dated May 2022 (or a successor re-
port); or

(C) any other institution that implemented
Indian Boarding School Policies, including
an Indian day school.

(5) INDIAN BOARDING SCHOOL POLICIES.—The
term ‘‘Indian Boarding School Policies”
means Federal laws, policies, and practices
purported to ‘‘assimilate” and ‘‘civilize”
American Indians, Alaska Natives, and Na-
tive Hawaiians that included psychological,
physical, sexual, and mental abuse, forced
removal from home or community, and iden-
tity-altering practices intended to terminate
Native languages, cultures, religions, social
organizations, or connections to traditional
land.

(6) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian Tribe”’
has the meaning given the term in section 4
of the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304).

(7) NATIVE AMERICAN.—The term ‘‘Native
American’ means an individual who is—

(A) an Indian; or

(B) a Native Hawaiian.

(8) NATIVE AMERICAN TRUTH AND HEALING
ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—The term ‘‘Native
American Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee”” means the Native American Truth
and Healing Advisory Committee established
by the Commission under section 6201(a).

(9) NATIVE HAWAIIAN.—The term ‘‘Native
Hawaiian’ has the meaning given the term
in section 6207 of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7517).

(10) NATIVE HAWAIIAN ORGANIZATION.—The
term ‘‘Native Hawaiian organization’ means
a private nonprofit organization that—

(A) serves and represents the interests of
Native Hawaiians;

(B) has as its primary and stated purpose
the provision of services to Native Hawai-
ians;

(C) has Native Hawaiians serving in sub-
stantive and policymaking positions; and

(D) is recognized for having expertise in
Native Hawaiian affairs.

(11) OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS.—The
term ‘‘Office of Hawaiian Affairs” has the
meaning given the term in section 6207 of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 7517).

(12) SURVIVORS TRUTH AND HEALING SUB-
COMMITTEE.—The term ‘‘Survivors Truth and
Healing Subcommittee’” means the Sur-
vivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee es-
tablished by section 6121(a).

(13) TRAUMA-INFORMED CARE.—The term
‘“trauma-informed care’ means holistic psy-
chological and health care practices that in-
clude promoting culturally responsive prac-
tices, patient psychological, physical, and
emotional safety, and environments of heal-
ing, trust, peer support, and recovery.

(14) 'TRIBAL ORGANIZATION.—The term
“Tribal organization’ has the meaning given
the term in section 4 of the Indian Self-De-
termination and Education Assistance Act
(25 U.S.C. 5304).
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TITLE LXI—COMMISSION AND
SUBCOMMITTEES

Subtitle A—Truth and Healing Commission
on Indian Boarding School Policies in the
United States

SEC. 6101. TRUTH AND HEALING COMMISSION ON

INDIAN BOARDING SCHOOL POLI-
CIES IN THE UNITED STATES.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a
commission, to be known as the ‘“Truth and
Healing Commission on Indian Boarding
School Policies in the United States”.

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—

(1) MEMBERSHIP.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall in-
clude 5 members, to be jointly appointed by
the majority and minority leaders of the
Senate, in consultation with the Chairperson
and Vice Chairperson of the Committee on
Indian Affairs of the Senate, the Speaker of
the House of Representatives, the minority
leader of the House of Representatives, and
the Chair and Ranking Member of the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources of the House of
Representatives, from among the nominees
submitted under paragraph (2)(A), of whom—

(i) 1 shall be an individual with extensive
experience and expertise as a principal inves-
tigator overseeing or leading complex re-
search initiatives with and for Indian Tribes
and Native Americans;

(ii) 1 shall be an individual (barred in good
standing) with extensive experience and ex-
pertise in the area of indigenous human
rights law and policy, including overseeing
or leading broad-scale investigations of
abuses of indigenous human rights;

(iii) 1 shall be an individual with extensive
experience and expertise in Tribal court judi-
cial and restorative justice systems and Fed-
eral agencies, such as participation as a
Tribal judge, researcher, or former presi-
dentially appointed commissioner;

(iv) 1 shall be an individual with extensive
experience and expertise in providing and co-
ordinating trauma-informed care and other
health-related services to Indian Tribes and
Native Americans; and

(v) 1 shall be a Native American individual
recognized as a traditional cultural author-
ity by their respective Native community.

(B) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR MEMBER-
SHIP.—In addition to the requirements de-
scribed in subparagraph (A), members of the
Commission shall be persons of recognized
integrity and empathy, with a demonstrated
commitment to the values of truth, rec-
onciliation, healing, and expertise in truth
and healing endeavors that are traditionally
and culturally appropriate so as to provide
balanced points of view and expertise with
respect to the duties of the Commission.

(2) NOMINATIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Indian Tribes, Tribal or-
ganizations, Native Americans, the Office of
Hawaiian Affairs, and Native Hawaiian orga-
nizations may submit to the Secretary of the
Interior nominations for individuals to be
appointed to the Commission not later than
90 days after the date of enactment of this
Act.

(B) NATIVE AMERICAN PREFERENCE.—Indi-
viduals nominated under subparagraph (A)
who are Native American shall receive a
preference in the selection process for ap-
pointment to the Commission under para-
graph (1).

(C) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later
than 7 days after the submission deadline for
nominations described in subparagraph (A),
the Secretary of the Interior shall submit to
Congress a list of the individuals nominated
under that subparagraph.

(3) DATE.—Members of the Commission
under paragraph (1) shall be appointed not
later than 180 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act.
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(4) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT; VACANCIES; RE-
MOVAL.—

(A) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT.—A member of
the Commission shall be appointed for a
term that is the shorter of—

(i) 6 years; and

(ii) the life of the Commission.

(B) VACANCIES.—After all initial members
of the Commission are appointed and the ini-
tial business meeting of the Commission has
been convened under subsection (¢)(1), a sin-
gle vacancy in the Commission—

(i) shall not affect the powers of the Com-
mission; and

(ii) shall be filled within 90 days in the
same manner as was the original appoint-
ment.

(C) REMOVAL.—A quorum of members of
the Commission may remove a member of
the Commission only for neglect of duty or
malfeasance.

(56) TERMINATION.—The Commission shall
terminate 30 days after the date on which
the Commission completes its duties under
section 6111(e)(5)(B).

(6) LIMITATION.—No member of the Com-
mission shall be an officer or employee of
the Federal Government.

(c) BUSINESS MEETINGS.—

(1) INITIAL BUSINESS MEETING.—90 days
after the date on which all of the members of
the Commission are appointed under sub-
section (b)(1)(A), the Commission shall hold
the initial business meeting of the Commis-
sion—

(A) to appoint a Chairperson, a Vice Chair-
person, a Secretary, and such other positions
as determined necessary by the Commission;

(B) to establish rules for meetings of the
Commission; and

(C) to appoint members of—

(i) the Survivors Truth and Healing Sub-
committee under 6121(b)(1); and

(ii) the Native American Truth and Heal-
ing Advisory Committee under section
6201(b)(1).

(2) SUBSEQUENT BUSINESS MEETINGS.—After
the initial business meeting of the Commis-
sion is held under paragraph (1), the Commis-
sion shall meet at the call of the Chair-
person.

(3) ADVISORY AND SUBCOMMITTEE COMMIT-
TEES DESIGNEES.—Each Commission business
meeting shall include participation by 2 non-
voting designees from each of the Survivors
Truth and Healing Subcommittee, the Na-
tive American Truth and Healing Advisory
Committee, and the Federal Truth and Heal-
ing Advisory Committee, as appointed in ac-
cordance with section 6121(c)(1)(D), section
6201(e)(1)(C), and section 6211(c)(1)(C), as ap-
plicable.

(4) FORMAT OF MEETINGS.—A business meet-
ing of the Commission may be conducted in-
person, virtually, or via phone.

(5) QUORUM REQUIRED.—A business meeting
of the Commission may only be held once a
quorum, established in accordance with sub-
section (d), is present.

(d) QUORUM.—A simple majority of the
members of the Commission present shall
constitute a quorum for a business meeting.

(e) RULES.—The Commission may estab-
lish, by a majority vote, any rules for the
conduct of Commission business, in accord-
ance with this section and other applicable
law.

(f) COMMISSION PERSONNEL MATTERS.—

(1) COMPENSATION OF COMMISSIONERS.—A
member of the Commission shall be com-
pensated at a daily equivalent of the annual
rate of basic pay prescribed for grade 14 of
the General Schedule under section 5332 of
title 5, United States Code, for each day, not
to exceed 14 days per month, for which a
member is engaged in the performance of
their duties under this division, including
convening meetings, including business
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meetings or public or private meetings to re-
ceive testimony in furtherance of the duties
of the Commission and the purposes of this
division.

(2) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—A member of the
Commission shall be allowed travel expenses,
including per diem in lieu of subsistence, at
rates authorized for employees of agencies
under subchapter I of chapter 57 of title 5,
United States Code, while away from their
homes or regular places of business in the
performance of services for the Commission.

(3) DETAIL OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES.—
Any Federal Government employee, with the
approval of the head of the appropriate Fed-
eral agency and at the request of the Com-
mission, may be detailed to the Commission
without—

(A) reimbursement to the agency of that
employee; and

(B) interruption or loss of civil service sta-
tus, benefits, or privileges.

(g) POWERS OF COMMISSION.—

(1) HEARINGS AND EVIDENCE.—The Commis-
sion may, for the purpose of carrying out
this division—

(A) hold such hearings and sit and act at
such times and places, take such testimony,
and receive such evidence, virtually or in-
person, as the Commission may determine
necessary to accomplish the purposes of this
division;

(B) conduct or request such interdiscipli-
nary research, investigation, or analysis of
such information and documents, records, or
other evidence as the Commission may de-
termine necessary to accomplish the pur-
poses of this division, including—

(i) securing, directly from a Federal agen-
cy, such information as the Commission con-
siders necessary to accomplish the purposes
of this division; and

(ii) requesting the head of any relevant
Tribal or State agency to provide to the
Commission such information as the Com-
mission considers necessary to accomplish
the purposes of this division;

(C) subject to paragraphs (1) and (2) of sub-
section (i), require, by subpoena or other-
wise, the production of such records, papers,
correspondence, memoranda, documents,
books, videos, oral histories, recordings, or
any other paper or electronic material, as
the Commission may determine necessary to
accomplish the purposes of this division;

(D) oversee, direct, and collaborate with
the Federal Truth and Healing Advisory
Committee, the Native American Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee, and the Sur-
vivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee to
accomplish the purposes of this division; and

(E) coordinate with Federal and non-Fed-
eral entities to preserve and archive, as ap-
propriate, any gifts, documents, or other
property received while carrying out the pur-
poses of this division.

(2) CONTRACTING; VOLUNTEER SERVICES.—

(A) CONTRACTING.—The Commission may,
to such extent and in such amounts as are
provided in appropriations Acts, and in ac-
cordance with applicable law, enter into con-
tracts and other agreements with public
agencies, private organizations, and individ-
uals to enable the Commission to carry out
the duties of the Commission under this divi-
sion.

(B) VOLUNTEER AND UNCOMPENSATED SERV-
ICES.—Notwithstanding section 1342 of title
31, United States Code, the Commission may
accept and use such voluntary and uncom-
pensated services as the Commission deter-
mines to be necessary.

(C) GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION.—
The Administrator of General Services shall
provide, on request of the Commission, on a
reimbursable basis, administrative support
and other services for the performance of the
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functions of the Commission under this divi-
sion.

(3) POSTAL SERVICES.—The Commission
may use the United States mails in the same
manner and under the same conditions as
other agencies of the Federal Government.

(4) GIFTS, FUNDRAISING, AND DISBURSE-
MENT.—

(A) GIFTS AND DONATIONS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Commission may ac-
cept, use, and dispose of any gift, donation,
service, property, or other record or record-
ing to accomplish the purposes of this divi-
sion.

(ii) RETURN OF GIFTS AND DONATIONS.—On
termination of the Commission under sub-
section (b)(b), any gifts, unspent donations,
property, or other record or recording ac-
cepted by the Commission under clause (i)
shall be—

(I) returned to the applicable donor that
made the donation under that clause; or

(IT) archived under subparagraph (E).

(B) FUNDRAISING.—The Commission may,
on the affirmative vote of 3 of the members
of the Commission, solicit funds to accom-
plish the purposes of this division.

(C) DISBURSEMENT.—The Commission may,
on the affirmative vote of 3 of the members
of the Commission, approve the expenditure
of funds to accomplish the purposes of this
division.

(D) TAX DOCUMENTS.—The Commission (or
a designee) shall, on request of a donor under
subparagraph (A) or (B), provide tax docu-
mentation to that donor for any tax-deduct-
ible gift made by that donor under those sub-
paragraphs.

(E) ARCHIVING.—The Commission shall co-
ordinate with the Library of Congress and
the National Museum of the American In-
dian to archive and preserve relevant gifts or
donations received under subparagraph (A)
or (B).

(h) CONVENING.—

(1) CONVENING PROTOCOL.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 45 days
after the initial business meeting of the Na-
tive American Truth and Healing Advisory
Committee, the Commission, 3 designees
from the Native American Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee, and 3 designees from
the Survivors Truth and Healing Sub-
committee shall hold a meeting to establish
rules, protocols, and formats for convenings
carried out under this subsection.

(B) RULES AND PROTOCOLS.—Not later than
45 days after the initial meeting described in
subparagraph (A), the Commission shall fi-
nalize rules, protocols, and formats for
convenings carried out under this subsection
by a 3 majority in attendance at a meeting
of the Commission.

(C) ADDITIONAL MEETINGS.—The Commis-
sion and designees described in subparagraph
(A) may hold additional meetings, as nec-
essary, to amend, by a 3 majority in attend-
ance at a meeting of the Commission, the
rules, protocols, and formats for convenings
established under that subparagraph.

(2) ANNOUNCEMENT OF CONVENINGS.—Not
later than 30 days before the date of a con-
vening under this subsection, the Commis-
sion shall announce the location and details
of the convening.

(3) MINIMUM NUMBER OF CONVENINGS.—The
Commission shall hold—

(A) not fewer than 1 convening in each of
the 12 regions of the Bureau of Indian Affairs
and Hawai‘i during the life of the Commis-
sion; and

(B) beginning 1 year after the date of en-
actment of this Act, not fewer than 1 con-
vening per quarter to receive testimony each
calendar year until the date on which the
Commission submits the final report of the
Commission under section 6111(e)(3).
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(4) OPPORTUNITY TO PROVIDE TESTIMONY.—
No person or entity shall be denied the op-
portunity to provide relevant testimony at a
convenings held under this subsection, sub-
ject to the discretion of the Chairperson of
the Commission (or a designee).

(i) SUBPOENAS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—

(A) ISSUANCE OF SUBPOENAS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—If a person fails to supply
information requested by the Commission,
the Commission may issue, on a unanimous
vote of the Commission, a subpoena requir-
ing from a person the production of any writ-
ten or recorded evidence necessary to carry
out the duties of the Commission under sec-
tion 6111.

(ii) NOTIFICATION.—

(I) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 10 days be-
fore the date on which the Commission
issues a subpoena under clause (i), the Com-
mission shall submit to the Attorney Gen-
eral a confidential, written notice of the in-
tent to issue the subpoena.

(II) SUBPOENA PROHIBITED BY ATTORNEY
GENERAL.—

(aa) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General,
on receiving a notice under subclause (I),
may, on a showing of a procedural or sub-
stantive defect, and after the Commission
has a reasonable opportunity to cure, pro-
hibit the issuance of the applicable subpoena
described in that notice.

(bb) NOTIFICATION TO CONGRESS.—On prohi-
bition of the issuance of a subpoena under
item (aa), the Attorney General shall submit
to Congress a report detailing the reasons for
that prohibition.

(B) PRODUCTION OF EVIDENCE.—The produc-
tion of evidence may be required from any
place within the United States.

(2) FAILURE TO OBEY A SUBPOENA.—

(A) ORDER FROM A DISTRICT COURT OF THE
UNITED STATES.—If a person does not obey a
subpoena issued under paragraph (1), the
Commission is authorized to apply to a dis-
trict court of the United States described in
subparagraph (B) for an order requiring that
person to comply with the subpoena.

(B) LOCATION.—An application under sub-
paragraph (A) may be made within the judi-
cial district where the person described in
that subparagraph resides or transacts busi-
ness.

(C) PENALTY.—Any failure to obey an order
of a court described in subparagraph (A) may
be punished by the court as a civil contempt.

(3) SUBJECT MATTER JURISDICTION.—The dis-
trict court of the United States in which an
action is brought under paragraph (2)(B)
shall have original jurisdiction over any
civil action brought by the Commission to
enforce, secure a declaratory judgment con-
cerning the validity of, or prevent a threat-
ened refusal or failure to comply with the
applicable subpoena issued by the Commis-
sion.

(4) SERVICE OF SUBPOENAS.—The subpoenas
of the Commission shall be served in the
manner provided for subpoenas issued by a
district court of the United States under the
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.

(5) SERVICE OF PROCESS.—AIl process of any
court to which an application is made under
paragraph (2) may be served in the judicial
district in which the person required to be
served resides or transacts business.

(j) NONDISCLOSURE.—

(1) PRIVACY ACT OF 1974 APPLICABILITY.—
Subsection (b) of section 552a of title 5,
United States Code (commonly known as the
“Privacy Act of 1974”’), shall not apply to the
Commission.

(2) FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT APPLICA-
BILITY.—Records and other communications
provided to, from, between, or within the
Commission, the Federal Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee, the Native American
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Truth and Healing Advisory Committee, the
Survivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee,
and related agencies shall be exempt from
disclosure under subsection (b)(3)(B) of sec-
tion 5562 of title 5, United States Code (com-
monly known as the ‘“Freedom of Informa-
tion Act”).

(3) FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACT AP-
PLICABILITY.—Chapter 10 of title 5, United
States Code (commonly known as the ‘“‘Fed-
eral Advisory Committee Act’), shall not
apply to the Commission.

(k) CONSULTATION OR ENGAGEMENT WITH
NATIVE AMERICANS, INDIAN TRIBES, TRIBAL
ORGANIZATIONS, THE OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AF-
FAIRS, AND NATIVE HAWAIIAN ORGANIZA-
TIONS.—In carrying out the duties of the
Commission under section 6111, the Commis-
sion shall meaningfully consult or engage, as
appropriate, in a timely manner with Native
Americans, Indian Tribes, Tribal organiza-
tions, the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, and Na-
tive Hawaiian organizations.

(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Commission to carry out this division
$15,000,000 for each fiscal year, to remain
available until expended.

Subtitle B—Duties of the Commission
SEC. 6111. DUTIES OF THE COMMISSION.

(a) INVESTIGATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall
conduct a comprehensive interdisciplinary
investigation of Indian Boarding School
Policies, including the social, cultural, eco-
nomic, emotional, and physical effects of In-
dian Boarding School Policies in the United
States on Native American communities, In-
dian Tribes, survivors of Indian Boarding
Schools, families of those survivors, and
their descendants.

(2) MATTERS TO BE INVESTIGATED.—The
matters to be investigated by the Commis-
sion under paragraph (1) shall include, at a
minimum—

(A) conducting a comprehensive review of
existing research and historical records of
Indian Boarding School Policies and any
documentation, scholarship, or other re-
sources relevant to the purposes of this divi-
sion from—

(i) any archive or any other document stor-
age location, notwithstanding the location of
that archive or document storage location;
and

(ii) any research conducted by private indi-
viduals, private entities, and non-Federal
Government entities, whether domestic or
foreign, including religious institutions;

(B) collaborating with the Federal Truth
and Healing Advisory Committee to obtain
all relevant information from—

(i) the Department of the Interior, the De-
partment of Health and Human Services,
other relevant Federal agencies, and institu-
tions or organizations, including religious
institutions or organizations, that operated
an Indian Boarding School, carried out In-
dian Boarding School Policies, or have infor-
mation the Commission determines relevant
to the investigation of the Commission; and

(ii) Indian Tribes, Tribal organizations, Na-
tive Americans, the Office of Hawaiian Af-
fairs, and Native Hawaiian organizations;
and

(C) conducting a comprehensive assess-
ment of the impacts of Indian Boarding
School Policies on American Indian, Alaska
Native, and Native Hawaiian cultures, tradi-
tions, and languages.

(3) RESEARCH RELATED TO OBJECTS, ARTI-
FACTS, AND REAL PROPERTY.—If the Commis-
sion conducts a comprehensive review of re-
search described in paragraph (2)(A)(ii) that
focuses on objects, artifacts, or real or per-
sonal property that are in the possession or
control of private individuals, private enti-
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ties, or non-Federal government entities
within the United States, the Commission
may enter into a contract or agreement to
acquire, hold, curate, or maintain those ob-
jects, artifacts, or real or personal property
until the objects, artifacts, or real or per-
sonal property can be properly repatriated or
returned, consistent with applicable Federal
law and regulations, subject to the condition
that no Federal funds may be used to pur-
chase those objects, artifacts, or real or per-
sonal property.

(b) MEETINGS AND CONVENINGS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall
hold, with the advice of the Native American
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee and
the Survivors Truth and Healing Sub-
committee, and in coordination with, as rel-
evant, Indian Tribes, Tribal organizations,
the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, and Native
Hawaiian organizations, as part of its inves-
tigation under subsection (a), safe, trauma-
informed, and culturally appropriate public
or private meetings or convenings to receive
testimony relating to that investigation.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The Commission shall
ensure that meetings and convenings held
under paragraph (1) provide access to ade-
quate trauma-informed care services for par-
ticipants, attendees, and communities dur-
ing and following the meetings and
convenings where the Commission receives
testimony, including ensuring private space
is available for survivors and descendants of
survivors, family members, and other com-
munity members to receive trauma-informed
care services.

(c) RECOMMENDATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall
make recommendations to Congress relating
to the investigation carried out under sub-
section (a), which shall be included in the
final report required under subsection (e)(3).

(2) INCLUSIONS.—Recommendations made
under paragraph (1) shall include, at a min-
imum, recommendations relating to—

(A) in light of Tribal and Native Hawaiian
law, Tribal customary law, tradition, cus-
tom, and practice, how the Federal Govern-
ment can meaningfully acknowledge the role
of the Federal Government in supporting In-
dian Boarding School Policies in all issue
areas that the Commission determines rel-
evant, including appropriate forms of memo-
rialization, preservation of records, objects,
artifacts, and burials;

(B) how modification of existing laws, pro-
cedures, regulations, policies, budgets, and
practices will, in the determination of the
Commission, address the findings of the
Commission and ongoing effects of Indian
Boarding School Policies; and

(C) how the Federal Government can pro-
mote public awareness and education of In-
dian Boarding School Policies and the im-
pacts of those policies, including through co-
ordinating with the Native American Truth
and Healing Advisory Committee, the Sur-
vivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee, the
National Museum of the American Indian,
and other relevant institutions and organiza-
tions.

(d) DUTIES RELATED TO BURIALS.—The
Commission shall, with respect to burial
sites associated with Indian Boarding
Schools—

(1) coordinate, as appropriate, with the Na-
tive American Truth and Healing Advisory
Committee, the Federal Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee, the Survivors Truth
and Healing Subcommittee, lineal descend-
ants, Indian Tribes, the Office of Hawaiian
Affairs, Federal agencies, institutions, and
organizations to locate and identify, in a cul-
turally appropriate manner, marked and un-
marked burial sites, including cemeteries,
unmarked graves, and mass burial sites,
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where students of Indian Boarding Schools
were originally or later interred;

(2) locate, document, analyze, and coordi-
nate the preservation or continued preserva-
tion of records and information relating to
the interment of students, including any
records held by Federal, State, inter-
national, or local entities or religious insti-
tutions or organizations; and

(3) share, to the extent practicable, with
affected lineal descendants, Indian Tribes,
and the Office of Hawaiian Affairs burial lo-
cations and the identities of children that
attended Indian Boarding Schools.

(e) REPORTS.—

(1) ANNUAL REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—Not less
frequently than annually each year until the
year before the year in which the Commis-
sion submits the final report under para-
graph (3), the Commission shall submit to
the Committee on Indian Affairs of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Natural Resources
of the House of Representatives a report that
describes the activities of the Committee
during the previous year, including an ac-
counting of funds and gifts received and ex-
penditures made, the progress made, and any
barriers encountered in carrying out this di-
vision.

(2) COMMISSION INITIAL REPORT.—Not later
than 4 years after the date on which a major-
ity of the members of the Commission are
appointed under section 6101(b)(1), the Com-
mission shall submit to the individuals de-
scribed in paragraph (4), and make publicly
available, an initial report containing—

(A) a detailed review of existing research,
including documentation, scholarship, or
other resources shared with the Commission
that further the purposes of this division;

(B) a detailed statement of the initial find-
ings and conclusions of the Commission; and

(C) a detailed statement of the initial rec-
ommendations of the Commission.

(3) COMMISSION FINAL REPORT.—Not later
than 6 years after the date on which a major-
ity of the members of the Commission are
appointed under section 6101(b)(1), the Com-
mission shall submit to the individuals de-
scribed in paragraph (4), and make publicly
available, a final report containing the find-
ings, conclusions, and recommendations of
the Commission that have been agreed on by
the vote of a majority of the members of the
Commission and 35 of the members of each of
the Native American Truth and Healing Ad-
visory Committee and the Survivors Truth
and Healing Subcommittee.

(4) REPORT RECIPIENTS.—The individuals re-
ferred to in paragraphs (2) and (3) are—

(A) the President;

(B) the Secretary of the Interior;

(C) the Attorney General;

(D) the Comptroller General of the United
States;

(E) the Secretary of Education;

(F') the Secretary of Health and Human
Services;

(G) the Secretary of Defense;

(H) the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson
of the Committee on Indian Affairs of the
Senate;

(I) the Chairperson and Ranking Member of
the Committee on Natural Resources of the
House of Representatives;

(J) the Chair and Co-Chair of the Congres-
sional Native American Caucus;

(K) the Executive Director of the White
House Council on Native American Affairs;

(L) the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget;

(M) the Archivist of the United States;

(N) the Librarian of Congress; and

(O) the Director of the National Museum of
the American Indian.

() ADDITIONAL COMMISSION RESPONSIBIL-
ITIES RELATING TO THE PUBLICATION OF THE
INITIAL AND FINAL REPORTS.—
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(A) EVENTS RELATING TO INITIAL REPORT.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall
hold not fewer than 2 events in each region
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs and Hawai‘i
following publication of the initial report
under paragraph (2) to receive comments on
the initial report.

(ii) TIMING.—The schedule of events re-
ferred to in clause (i) shall be announced not
later than 90 days after the date on which
the initial report under paragraph (2) is pub-
lished.

(B) PUBLICATION OF FINAL REPORT.—Not
later than 180 days after the date on which
the Commission submits the final report
under paragraph (3), the Commission, the
Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary of
Education, the Secretary of Defense, and the
Secretary of Health and Human Services
shall each make the final report publicly
available on the website of the applicable
agency.

(6) SECRETARIAL RESPONSE TO FINAL RE-
PORT.—Not later than 120 days after the date
on which the Secretary of the Interior, the
Secretary of Education, the Secretary of De-
fense, and the Secretary of Health and
Human Services receive the final report
under paragraph (3), the Secretaries shall
each make publicly available a written re-
sponse to recommendations for future action
by those agencies, if any, contained in the
final report, and submit the written response
to—

(A) the President;

(B) the Committee on Indian Affairs of the
Senate;

(C) the Committee on Natural Resources of
the House of Representatives; and

(D) the Comptroller General of the United
States.

Subtitle C—Survivors Truth and Healing

Subcommittee
SEC. 6121. SURVIVORS TRUTH AND HEALING SUB-
COMMITTEE.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a
subcommittee of the Commission, to be
known as the ‘““‘Survivors Truth and Healing
Subcommittee’.

(b) MEMBERSHIP, NOMINATION, AND APPOINT-
MENT TO THE SURVIVORS TRUTH AND HEALING
SUBCOMMITTEE.—

(1) MEMBERSHIP.—The Survivors Truth and
Healing Subcommittee shall include 15 mem-
bers, to be appointed by the Commission, in
consultation with the National Native Amer-
ican Boarding School Healing Coalition,
from among the nominees submitted under
paragraph (2)(A), of whom—

(A) 13 shall be representatives from each of
the 12 regions of the Bureau of Indian Affairs
and Hawai‘i;

(B) 9 shall be individuals who attended an
Indian Boarding School, of whom—

(i) not fewer than 2 shall be individuals
who graduated during the 5-year period pre-
ceding the date of enactment of this Act
from—

(I) an Indian Boarding School in operation
as of that date of enactment; or

(IT) a Bureau of Indian Education-funded
school; and

(ii) all shall represent diverse regions of
the United States;

(C) 5 shall be descendants of individuals
who attended Indian Boarding Schools, who
shall represent diverse regions of the United
States; and

(D) 1 shall be an educator who, as of the
date of the appointment—

(i) is employed at an Indian Boarding
School; or

(ii) was employed at an Indian Boarding
School during the 5-year period preceding
the date of enactment of this Act.

(2) NOMINATIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Indian Tribes, Tribal or-
ganizations, Native Americans, the Office of
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Hawaiian Affairs, and Native Hawaiian orga-
nizations may submit to the Secretary of the
Interior nominations for individuals to be
appointed to the Survivors Truth and Heal-
ing Subcommittee not later than 90 days
after the date of enactment of this Act.

(B) SUBMISSION.—The Secretary of the In-
terior shall provide the Commission with
nominations submitted under subparagraph
(A) at the initial business meeting of the
Commission under section 6101(c)(1) and the
Commission shall select the members of the
Survivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee
from among those nominees.

(3) DATE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall ap-
point all members of the Survivors Truth
and Healing Subcommittee during the initial
business meeting of the Commission under
section 6101(c)(1).

(B) FAILURE TO APPOINT.—If the Commis-
sion fails to appoint all members of the Sur-
vivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee in
accordance with subparagraph (A), the Chair
of the Committee on Indian Affairs of the
Senate, with the concurrence of the Vice
Chair of the Committee on Indian Affairs of
the Senate, shall appoint individuals, in ac-
cordance with the requirements of paragraph
(1), to all vacant positions of the Survivors
Truth and Healing Subcommittee not later
than 30 days after the date of the initial
business meeting of the Commission under
section 6101(c)(1).

(4) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT; VACANCIES; RE-
MOVAL.—

(A) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT.—A member of
the Survivors Truth and Healing Sub-
committee shall be appointed for an auto-
matically renewable term of 2 years.

(B) VACANCIES.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—A member of the Sur-
vivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee may
self-vacate the position at any time and for
any reason.

(ii) EFFECT; FILLING OF VACANCY.—A va-
cancy in the Survivors Truth and Healing
Subcommittee—

(I) shall not affect the powers of the Sur-
vivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee if a
simple majority of the positions of the Sur-
vivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee are
filled; and

(IT) shall be filled within 90 days in the
same manner as was the original appoint-
ment.

(C) REMOVAL.—A quorum of members of
the Commission may remove a member of
the Survivors Truth and Healing Sub-
committee only for neglect of duty or mal-
feasance.

(5) TERMINATION.—The Survivors Truth and
Healing Subcommittee shall terminate 90
days after the date on which the Commission
submits the final report required under sec-
tion 6111(e)(3).

(6) LIMITATION.—No member of the Sur-
vivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee
shall be an officer or employee of the Federal
Government.

(¢c) BUSINESS MEETINGS.—

(1) INITIAL MEETING.—Not later 30 days
after the date on which all members of the
Survivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee
are appointed under subsection (b)(1), the
Survivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee
shall hold an initial business meeting—

(A) to appoint—

(i) a Chairperson, who shall also serve as
the Vice Chairperson of the Federal Truth
and Healing Advisory Committee;

(ii) a Vice Chairperson, who shall also
serve as the Vice Chairperson of the Native
American Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee; and

(iii) a Secretary;
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(B) to establish, with the advice of the
Commission, rules for the Survivors Truth
and Healing Subcommittee;

(C) to appoint 3 designees to fulfill the re-
sponsibilities described in section
6101(h)(1)(A); and

(D) to appoint, with the advice of the Com-
mission, 2 members of the Survivors Truth
and Healing Subcommittee to serve as non-
voting designees on the Commission in ac-
cordance with section 6101(c)(3).

(2) SUBSEQUENT BUSINESS MEETINGS.—After
the initial business meeting of the Survivors
Truth and Healing subcommittee is held
under paragraph (1), the Survivors Truth and
Healing Subcommittee shall meet at the call
of the Chairperson.

(3) FORMAT OF BUSINESS MEETINGS.—A busi-
ness meeting of the Survivors Truth and
Healing Subcommittee may be conducted in-
person, virtually, or via phone.

(4) QUORUM REQUIRED.—A business meeting
of the Survivors Truth and Healing Sub-
committee may only be held once a quorum,
established in accordance with subsection
(d), is present.

(d) QUORUM.—A simple majority of the
members of the Survivors Truth and Healing
Subcommittee present shall constitute a
quorum for a business meeting.

(e) RULES.—The Survivors Truth and Heal-
ing Subcommittee, with the advice of the
Commission, may establish, by a majority
vote, any rules for the conduct of business,
in accordance with this section and other ap-
plicable law.

(f) DUTIES.—The Survivors Truth and Heal-
ing Subcommittee shall assist the Commis-
sion, the Native American Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee, and the Federal Truth
and Healing Advisory Committee in coordi-
nating public and private convenings, includ-

ing—

(1) providing advice to the Commission on
developing criteria and protocols for
convenings;

(2) providing advice and evaluating Com-
mittee recommendations relating to the
commemoration and public education relat-
ing to Indian Boarding Schools and Indian
Boarding School Policies; and

(3) providing such other advice as may be
required by the Commission.

(g) CONSULTATION OR ENGAGEMENT WITH
NATIVE AMERICANS, INDIAN TRIBES, TRIBAL
ORGANIZATIONS, THE OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AF-
FAIRS, AND NATIVE HAWAIIAN ORGANIZA-
TIONS.—In carrying out the duties of the Sur-
vivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee
under subsection (f), the Survivors Truth and
Healing Subcommittee shall meaningfully
consult or engage, as appropriate, in a time-
ly manner with Native Americans, Indian
Tribes, Tribal organizations, the Office of
Hawaiian Affairs, and Native Hawaiian orga-
nizations.

(h) NONDISCLOSURE.—

(1) PRIVACY ACT OF 1974 APPLICABILITY.—
Subsection (b) of section 552a of title 5,
United States Code (commonly known as the
“Privacy Act of 1974”’), shall not apply to the
Survivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee.

(2) FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT APPLICA-
BILITY.—Records and other communications
provided to, from, between, or within the
Commission, the Federal Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee, the Native American
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee, the
Survivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee,
and related agencies shall be exempt from
disclosure under subsection (b)(3)(B) of sec-
tion 552 of title 5, United States Code (com-
monly known as the ‘“‘Freedom of Informa-
tion Act’’).

(3) FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACT AP-
PLICABILITY.—Chapter 10 of title 5, United
States Code (commonly known as the ‘“‘Fed-
eral Advisory Committee Act’), shall not



July 13, 2023

apply to the Survivors Truth and Healing
Subcommittee.

(i) PERSONNEL MATTERS.—

(1) COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS.—A member
of the Survivors Truth and Healing Sub-
committee shall be compensated at a daily
equivalent of the annual rate of basic pay
prescribed for grade 13 of the General Sched-
ule under section 5332 of title 5, United
States Code, for each day, not to exceed 14
days per month, for which a member of the
Survivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee
is engaged in the performance of their duties
under this division, including the convening
of meetings, including public and private
meetings to receive testimony in further-
ance of the duties of the Survivors Truth and
Healing Subcommittee and the purposes of
this division.

(2) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—A member of the
Survivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee
shall be allowed travel expenses, including
per diem in lieu of subsistence, at rates au-
thorized for employees of agencies under sub-
chapter I of chapter 57 of title 5, United
States Code, while away from their homes or
regular places of business in the performance
of services for the Survivors Truth and Heal-
ing Subcommittee.

TITLE LXII—ADVISORY COMMITTEES
Subtitle A—Native American Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee
SEC. 6201. NATIVE AMERICAN TRUTH AND HEAL-

ING ADVISORY COMMITTEE.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Commission shall
establish an advisory committee, to be
known as the ‘‘Native American Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee’.

(b) MEMBERSHIP, NOMINATION, AND APPOINT-
MENT TO THE NATIVE AMERICAN TRUTH AND
HEALING ADVISORY COMMITTEE .—

(1) MEMBERSHIP.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Native American
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee shall
include 19 members, to be appointed by the
Commission from among the nominees sub-
mitted under paragraph (2)(A), of whom—

(i) 1 shall be the Vice Chairperson of the
Commission, who shall serve as the Chair-
person of the Native American Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee;

(ii) 1 shall be the Vice Chairperson of the
Survivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee,
who shall serve as the Vice Chairperson of
the Native American Truth and Healing Ad-
visory Committee;

(iii) 1 shall be the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, or a designee, who shall serve as the
Secretary of the Native American Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee;

(iv) 13 shall be representatives from each of
the 12 regions of the Bureau of Indian Affairs
and Hawai‘i;

(v) 1 shall represent the National Native
American Boarding School Healing Coali-
tion;

(vi) 1 shall represent the National Associa-
tion of Tribal Historic Preservation Officers;
and

(vii) 1 shall represent the National Indian
Education Association.

(B) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS.—Not fewer
than 2 members of the Native American
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee shall
have experience with health care or mental
health, traditional healing or cultural prac-
tices, counseling, or working with survivors,
or descendants of survivors, of Indian Board-
ing Schools to ensure that the Commission
considers culturally responsive support for
survivors, families, and communities.

(2) NOMINATIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Indian Tribes, Tribal or-
ganizations, Native Americans, the Office of
Hawaiian Affairs, and Native Hawaiian orga-
nizations may submit to the Secretary of the
Interior nominations for individuals to be
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appointed to the Native American Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee not later than
90 days after the date of enactment of this
Act.

(B) SUBMISSION.—The Secretary of the In-
terior shall provide the Commission with
nominations submitted under subparagraph
(A) at the initial business meeting of the
Commission under section 6101(c)(1) and the
Commission shall select the members of the
Native American Truth and Healing Advi-
sory Committee from among those nomi-
nees.

(3) DATE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall ap-
point all members of the Native American
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee dur-
ing the initial business meeting of the Com-
mission under section 6101(c)(1).

(B) FAILURE TO APPOINT.—If the Commis-
sion fails to appoint all members of the Na-
tive American Truth and Healing Advisory
Committee in accordance with subparagraph
(A), the Chair of the Committee on Indian
Affairs of the Senate, with the concurrence
of the Vice Chair of the Committee on Indian
Affairs of the Senate, shall appoint, in ac-
cordance with the requirements of paragraph
(1), individuals to all vacant positions of the
Native American Truth and Healing Advi-
sory Committee not later than 30 days after
the date of the initial business meeting of
the Commission under section 6101(c)(1).

(4) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT; VACANCIES.—

(A) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT.—A member of
the Native American Truth and Healing Ad-
visory Committee shall be appointed for an
automatically renewable term of 2 years.

(B) VACANCIES.—A vacancy in the Native
American Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee—

(i) shall not affect the powers of the Native
American Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee if a simple majority of the positions
of the Native American Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee are filled; and

(ii) shall be filled within 90 days in the
same manner as was the original appoint-
ment.

() TERMINATION.—The Native American
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee shall
terminate 90 days after the date on which
the Commission submits the final report re-
quired under section 6111(e)(3).

(6) LIMITATION.—No member of the Native
American Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee (other than the member described in
paragraph (1)(A)(iii)) shall be an officer or
employee of the Federal Government.

(c) QUORUM.—A simple majority of the
members of the Native American Truth and
Healing Committee shall constitute a
quorum.

(d) REMOVAL.—A quorum of members of the
Native American Truth and Healing Com-
mittee may remove another member only for
neglect of duty or malfeasance.

(e) BUSINESS MEETINGS.—

(1) INITIAL BUSINESS MEETING.—Not later
than 30 days after the date on which all
members of the Native American Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee are appointed
under subsection (b)(1)(A), the Native Amer-
ican Truth and Healing Advisory Committee
shall hold an initial business meeting—

(A) to establish rules for the Native Amer-
ican Truth and Healing Advisory Committee;

(B) to appoint 3 designees to fulfill the re-
sponsibilities described in section
6101(h)(1)(A); and

(C) to appoint 2 members of the Native
American Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee to serve non-voting as designees on
the Commission in accordance with section
6101(c)(3).

(2) SUBSEQUENT BUSINESS MEETINGS.—After
the initial business meeting of the Native
American Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
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mittee is held under paragraph (1), the Na-
tive American Truth and Healing Advisory
Committee shall meet at the call of the
Chairperson.

(3) FORMAT OF BUSINESS MEETINGS.—A
meeting of the Native American Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee may be con-
ducted in-person, virtually, or via phone.

(4) QUORUM REQUIRED.—A business meeting
of the Native American Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee may only be held once
a quorum, established in accordance with
subsection (c), is present.

(f) RULES.—The Native American Truth
and Healing Advisory Committee may estab-
lish, with the advice of the Commission, by
a majority vote, any rules for the conduct of
business, in accordance with this section and
other applicable law.

(g) DuTIES.—The Native American Truth
and Healing Advisory Committee shall—

(1) serve as an advisory body to the Com-
mission;

(2) assist the Commission in organizing and
carrying out culturally appropriate public
and private convenings relating to the duties
of the Commission;

(3) assist the Commission in determining
what documentation from Federal and reli-
gious organizations and institutions may be
necessary to fulfill the duties of the Commis-
sion;

(4) assist the Commission in the production
of the initial report and final report required
under paragraphs (2) and (3), respectively, of
section 6111(e);

(5) coordinate with the Federal Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee and the Sur-
vivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee; and

(6) provide advice to, or fulfill such other
requests by, the Commission as the Commis-
sion may require to carry out the purposes
described in section 6003.

(h) CONSULTATION OR ENGAGEMENT WITH
NATIVE AMERICANS, INDIAN TRIBES, TRIBAL
ORGANIZATIONS, THE OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AF-
FAIRS, AND NATIVE HAWAIIAN ORGANIZA-
TIONS.—In carrying out the duties of the Na-
tive American Truth and Healing Advisory
Committee under subsection (g), the Native
American Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee shall meaningfully consult or engage,
as appropriate, in a timely manner with Na-
tive Americans, Indian Tribes, Tribal organi-
zations, the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, and
Native Hawaiian organizations.

(i) NONDISCLOSURE.—

(1) PRIVACY ACT OF 1974 APPLICABILITY.—
Subsection (b) of section 552a of title 5,
United States Code (commonly known as the
“Privacy Act of 1974”’), shall not apply to the
Native American Truth and Healing Advi-
sory Committee.

(2) FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT APPLICA-
BILITY.—Records and other communications
provided to, from, between, or within the
Commission, the Federal Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee, the Native American
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee, the
Survivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee,
and related agencies shall be exempt from
disclosure under subsection (b)(3)(B) of sec-
tion 5562 of title 5, United States Code (com-
monly known as the ‘“Freedom of Informa-
tion Act”).

(3) FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACT AP-
PLICABILITY.—Chapter 10 of title 5, United
States Code (commonly known as the ‘“‘Fed-
eral Advisory Committee Act’), shall not
apply to the Native American Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee.

(j) PERSONNEL MATTERS.—

(1) COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS.—A member
of the Native American Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee shall be compensated at
a daily equivalent of the annual rate of basic
pay prescribed for grade 13 of the General
Schedule under section 5332 of title 5, United
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States Code, for each day, not to exceed 14
days per month, for which a member is en-
gaged in the performance of their duties
under this division, including the convening
of meetings, including public and private
meetings to receive testimony in further-
ance of the duties of the Native American
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee and
the purposes of this division.

(2) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—A member of the
Native American Truth and Healing Advi-
sory Committee shall be allowed travel ex-
penses, including per diem in lieu of subsist-
ence, at rates authorized for employees of
agencies under subchapter I of chapter 57 of
title 5, United States Code, while away from
their homes or regular places of business in
the performance of services for the Native
American Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee.

Subtitle B—Federal Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee
SEC. 6211. FEDERAL TRUTH AND HEALING ADVI-
SORY COMMITTEE.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
within the Department of the Interior an ad-
visory committee, to be known as the ‘“‘Fed-
eral Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee”.

(b) MEMBERSHIP AND APPOINTMENT TO THE
FEDERAL TRUTH AND HEALING ADVISORY COM-
MITTEE.—

(1) MEMBERSHIP.—The Federal Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee shall include 17
members, of whom—

(A) 1 shall be the Chairperson of the Com-
mission, who shall serve as the Chairperson
of the Federal Truth and Healing Advisory
Committee;

(B) 1 shall be the Chairperson of the Sur-
vivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee,
who shall serve as the Vice Chairperson of
the Federal Truth and Healing Advisory
Committee;

(C) 1 shall be the White House Domestic
Policy Advisor, who shall serve as the Sec-
retary of the Federal Truth and Healing Ad-
visory Committee;

(D) 1 shall be the Director of the Bureau of
Trust Funds Administration (or a designee);

(E) 1 shall be the Archivist of the United
States (or a designee);

(F) 1 shall be the Librarian of Congress (or
a designee);

(G) 1 shall be the Director of the Depart-
ment of the Interior Library (or a designee);

(H) 1 shall be the Director of the Indian
Health Service (or a designee);

(I) 1 shall be the Assistant Secretary for
Mental Health and Substance Abuse of the
Department of Health and Human Services
(or a designee);

(J) 1 shall be the Commissioner of the Ad-
ministration for Native Americans of the De-
partment of Health and Human Services (or
a designee);

(K) 1 shall be the Director of the National
Institutes of Health (or a designee);

(L) 1 shall be the Senior Program Director
of the Office of Native Hawaiian Relations of
the Department of the Interior (or a des-
ignee);

(M) 1 shall be the Director of the Office of
Indian Education of the Department of Edu-
cation (or a designee);

(N) 1 shall be the Director of the Rural, In-
sular, and Native American Achievement
Programs of the Department of Education
(or a designee);

(O) 1 shall be the Executive Director of the
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
(or a designee);

(P) 1 shall be the Assistant Secretary of In-
dian Affairs (or a designee); and

(Q) 1 shall be the Director of the Bureau of
Indian Education (or a designee).

(2) PERIOD OF SERVICE; VACANCIES;
MOVAL.—

RE-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

(A) PERIOD OF SERVICE.—A member of the
Federal Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee shall serve for an automatically re-
newable term of 2 years.

(B) VACANCIES.—A vacancy in the Federal
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee—

(i) shall not affect the powers of the Fed-
eral Truth and Healing Advisory Committee
if a simple majority of the positions of the
Federal Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee are filled; and

(ii) shall be filled within 90 days in the
same manner as was the original appoint-
ment.

(C) REMOVAL.—A quorum of members of
the Federal Truth and Healing Advisory
Committee may remove a member of the
Federal Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee only for neglect of duty or malfea-
sance.

(3) TERMINATION.—The Federal Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee shall terminate
90 days after the date on which the Commis-
sion submits the final report required under
section 6111(e)(3).

(¢c) BUSINESS MEETINGS.—

(1) INITIAL BUSINESS MEETING.—Not later
than 30 days after the date of the initial
business meeting of the Commission under
section 6101(c)(1), the Federal Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee shall hold an
initial business meeting—

(A) to establish rules for the Federal Truth
and Healing Advisory Committee; and

(B) to appoint 2 members of the Federal
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee to
serve as non-voting designees on the Com-
mission in accordance with section 6101(c)(3).

(2) SUBSEQUENT BUSINESS MEETINGS.—After
the initial business meeting of the Federal
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee is
held under paragraph (1), the Federal Truth
and Healing Advisory Committee shall meet
at the call of the Chairperson.

(3) FORMAT OF BUSINESS MEETINGS.—A busi-
ness meeting of the Federal Truth and Heal-
ing Advisory Committee may be conducted
in-person, virtually, or via phone.

(4) QUORUM REQUIRED.—A business meeting
of the Federal Truth and Healing Advisory
Committee may only be held once a quorum,
established in accordance with subsection
(d), is present.

(d) QUORUM.—A simple majority of the
members of the Federal Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee present shall constitute
a quorum for a business meeting.

(e) RULES.—The Federal Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee may establish, with the
advice of the Commission, by a majority
vote, any rules for the conduct of business,
in accordance with this section and other ap-
plicable law.

(f) DUTIES.—The Federal Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee shall—

(1) ensure the effective and timely coordi-
nation between Federal agencies in further-
ance of the purposes of this division;

(2) assist the Commission and the Native
American Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee in coordinating—

(A) meetings and other related public and
private convenings; and

(B) the collection, organization, and pres-
ervation of information obtained from wit-
nesses and by other Federal agencies; and

(3) ensure the timely submission to the
Commission of materials, documents, testi-
mony, and such other information as the
Commission determines to be necessary to
carry out the duties of the Commission.

(g) CONSULTATION OR ENGAGEMENT WITH
NATIVE AMERICANS, INDIAN TRIBES, TRIBAL
ORGANIZATIONS, THE OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AF-
FAIRS, AND NATIVE HAWAIIAN ORGANIZA-
TIONS.—In carrying out the duties of the Fed-
eral Truth and Healing Advisory Committee
under subsection (f), the Federal Truth and
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Healing Advisory Committee shall meaning-
fully consult or engage, as appropriate, in a
timely manner with Native Americans, In-
dian Tribes, Tribal organizations, the Office
of Hawaiian Affairs, and Native Hawaiian or-
ganizations.

(h) NONDISCLOSURE.—

(1) PRIVACY ACT OF 1974 APPLICABILITY.—
Subsection (b) of section 552a of title 5,
United States Code (commonly known as the
“Privacy Act of 1974”’), shall not apply to the
Federal Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee.

(2) FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT APPLICA-
BILITY.—Records and other communications
provided to, from, between, or within the
Commission, the Federal Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee, the Native American
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee, the
Survivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee,
and related agencies shall be exempt from
disclosure under subsection (b)(3)(B) of sec-
tion 552 of title 5, United States Code (com-
monly known as the ‘“‘Freedom of Informa-
tion Act”).

(3) FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACT AP-
PLICABILITY.—Chapter 10 of title 5, United
States Code (commonly known as the ‘‘Fed-
eral Advisory Committee Act’), shall not
apply to the Federal Truth and Healing Ad-
visory Committee.

TITLE LXIII—GENERAL PROVISIONS
SEC. 6301. CLARIFICATION.

Any human remains or associated or
unassociated funerary objects located on
Federal land, on land managed by a Federal
agency, or land otherwise curated by a Fed-
eral agency and relating to an Indian Board-
ing School shall be considered collections or
holdings over which a Federal agency has
possession or control and the Native Amer-
ican Graves Protection and Repatriation Act
(25 U.S.C. 3001 et seq.) shall apply.

SEC. 6302. BURIAL MANAGEMENT.

A Federal agency that carries out activi-
ties pursuant to this division or that created
or controls a cemetery with remains of an
individual who attended an Indian Boarding
School may rebury the remains of that indi-
vidual and any associated funerary items
that have been repatriated pursuant to sec-
tion 7 of the Native American Graves Protec-
tion and Repatriation Act (256 U.S.C. 3005),
consistent with Tribal practices, on any Fed-
eral land as agreed to by the relevant par-
ties.

SEC. 6303. CO-STEWARDSHIP AGREEMENTS.

A Federal agency that carries out activi-
ties pursuant to this division or that created
or controls a cemetery with remains of an
individual who attended an Indian Boarding
School or an Indian Boarding School may
enter into a co-stewardship agreement for
the management of the cemetery or Indian
Boarding School.

SEC. 6304. NO RIGHT OF ACTION.

Nothing in this division creates a private
right of action to seek administrative or ju-
dicial relief.

SA 324. Ms. WARREN (for herself and
Mr. MERKLEY) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to
the bill S. 2226, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2024 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle H of title V, add the
following:
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SEC. 594. RESCISSION OF MEDALS OF HONOR

AWARDED FOR ACTS AT WOUNDED
KNEE CREEK ON DECEMBER 29, 1890.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ““Remove the Stain Act’.

(b) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) The Medal of Honor is the highest mili-
tary award of the United States.

(2) Congress found that to earn the Medal
of Honor ‘‘the deed of the person . . . must be
so outstanding that it clearly distinguishes
his gallantry beyond the call of duty from
lesser forms of bravery’’.

(3) The actions of Medal of Honor recipi-
ents inspire bravery in those currently serv-
ing in the Armed Forces and those who will
come to serve in the future.

(4) Those listed on the Medal of Honor Roll
have come to exemplify the best traits of
members of the Armed Forces, a long and
proud lineage of those who went beyond the
call of service to the United States of Amer-
ica.

(6) To date the Medal of Honor has been
awarded only 3,522 times, including only 145
times for the Korean War, 126 times in World
War I, 23 times during the Global War on
Terror, and 20 times for the massacre at
Wounded Knee.

(6) The Medal of Honor is awarded in the
name of Congress.

(7) As found in Senate Concurring Resolu-
tion 153 of the 101st Congress, on December
29, 1890 the 7th Cavalry of the United States
engaged a tribal community ‘‘resulting in
the tragic death and injury of approximately
350-375 Indian men, women, and children’’ led
by Lakota Chief Spotted Elk of the
Miniconjou band at ‘‘Cankpe’ Opi Wakpa’ or
“Wounded Knee Creek”.

(8) This engagement became known as the
“Wounded Knee Massacre’, and took place
between unarmed Native Americans and sol-
diers, heavily armed with standard issue
army rifles as well as four ‘‘Hotchkiss guns’’
with five 37 mm barrels capable of firing 43
rounds per minute.

(9) Nearly two-thirds of the Native Ameri-
cans killed during the Massacre were un-
armed women and children who were partici-
pating in a ceremony to restore their tradi-
tional homelands prior to the arrival of Eu-
ropean settlers.

(10) Poor tactical emplacement of the sol-
diers meant that most of the casualties suf-
fered by the United States troops were in-
flicted by friendly fire.

(11) On January 1st, 1891, Major General
Nelson A. Miles, Commander of the Division
of Missouri, telegraphed Major General John
M. Schofield, Commander-in-Chief of the
Army notifying him that ““[I]t is stated that
the disposition of four hundred soldiers and
four pieces of artillery was fatally defective
and large number of soldiers were killed and
wounded by the fire from their own ranks
and a very large number of women and chil-
dren were killed in addition to the Indian
men”’.

(12) The United States awarded 20 Medals
of Honor to soldiers of the U.S. Tth Cavalry
following their participation in the Wounded
Knee Massacre.

(13) In 2001, the Cheyenne River Sioux
Tribe, a member Tribe of the Great Sioux
Nation, wupon information provided by
Lakota elders and by veterans, passed Tribal
Council Resolution No. 132-01, requesting
that the Federal Government revoke the
Medals of Honor from the soldiers of the
United States Army, 7Tth Cavalry issued fol-
lowing the massacre of unarmed men,
women, children, and elderly of the Great
Sioux Nation on December 29, 1890, on Tribal
Lands near Wounded Knee Creek.

(14) The National Congress of American In-
dians requested in a 2007 Resolution that the
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Congress ‘‘renounce the issuance of said
medals, and/or to proclaim that the medals
are null and void, given the atrocities com-
mitted upon unarmed men, women, children
and elderly of the Great Sioux Nation”.

(15) General Miles contemporaneously stat-
ed that a ‘‘[w]holesale massacre occurred and
I have never heard of a more brutal, cold-
blooded massacre than that at Wounded
Knee”.

(16) Allowing any Medal of Honor, the
United States highest and most prestigious
military decoration, to recognize a member
of the Armed Forces for distinguished serv-
ice for participating in the massacre of hun-
dreds of unarmed Native Americans is a dis-
service to the integrity of the United States
and its citizens, and impinges on the integ-
rity of the award and those who have earned
the Medal since.

(¢c) RESCISSION OF MEDALS OF HONOR
AWARDED FOR ACTS AT WOUNDED KNEE CREEK
ON DECEMBER 29, 1890.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each Medal of Honor
awarded for acts at Wounded Knee Creek,
Lakota Pine Ridge Indian Reservation,
South Dakota, on December 29, 1890, is re-
scinded.

(2) MEDAL OF HONOR ROLL.—The Secretary
concerned shall remove the name of each in-
dividual awarded a Medal of Honor for acts
described in paragraph (1) from the Army,
Navy, Air Force, and Coast Guard Medal of
Honor Roll maintained under section 1134a of
title 10, United States Code.

(3) RETURN OF MEDAL NOT REQUIRED.—NO
person may be required to return to the Fed-
eral Government a Medal of Honor rescinded
under paragraph (1).

(4) NO DENIAL OF BENEFITS.—This section
shall not be construed to deny any individual
any benefit from the Federal Government.

SA 325. Ms. WARREN (for herself,
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. KING, Mr. TESTER, Mr.
HOEVEN, Mr. CASEY, Mr. VAN HOLLEN,
Mr. DAINES, and Mr. REED) submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by her to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title X, insert
the following:

SEC. . RECOGNITION AND HONORING OF
SERVICE OF INDIVIDUALS WHO
SERVED IN UNITED STATES CADET
NURSE CORPS DURING WORLD WAR
1L

Section 106 of title 38, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsection:

““(2)(1)(A) Service as a member of the
United States Cadet Nurse Corps during the
period beginning on July 1, 1943, and ending
on December 31, 1948, of any individual who
was honorably discharged therefrom pursu-
ant to subparagraph (B) shall be considered
active duty for purposes of eligibility and en-
titlement to benefits under chapters 23 and
24 of this title (including with respect to
headstones and markers), other than such
benefits relating to the interment of the in-
dividual in Arlington National Cemetery
provided solely by reason of such service.

‘(B)(1) Not later than one year after the
date of the enactment of this subsection, the
Secretary of Defense shall issue to each indi-
vidual who served as a member of the United
States Cadet Nurse Corps during the period
beginning on July 1, 1943, and ending on De-
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cember 31, 1948, a discharge from such serv-
ice under honorable conditions if the Sec-
retary determines that the nature and dura-
tion of the service of the individual so war-
rants.

‘“(ii) A discharge under clause (i) shall des-
ignate the date of discharge. The date of dis-
charge shall be the date, as determined by
the Secretary, of the termination of service
of the individual concerned as described in
that clause.

‘(2) An individual who receives a discharge
under paragraph (1)(B) for service as a mem-
ber of the United States Cadet Nurse Corps
shall be honored as a veteran but shall not
be entitled by reason of such service to any
benefit under a law administered by the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, except as pro-
vided in paragraph (1)(A).

““(3) The Secretary of Defense may design
and produce a service medal or other com-
mendation, or memorial plagque or grave
marker, to honor individuals who receive a
discharge under paragraph (1)(B).”.

SA 326. Ms. WARREN (for herself,
Mr. WARNER, Mr. WARNOCK, Ms. SMITH,
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. KING, Mr. DUR-
BIN, and Mr. REED) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title X, add the following:

Subtitle =~ —Digital Asset Sanctions
Compliance Enhancement
SEC.  01. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Digital
Asset Sanctions Compliance Enhancement
Act of 2023”.

SEC.  02. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES AND LEADERSHIP.—The term ‘‘appro-
priate congressional committees and leader-
ship” means—

(A) the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs, the Committee on For-
eign Relations, and the majority and minor-
ity leaders of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Financial Services,
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and the
Speaker, the majority leader, and the minor-
ity leader of the House of Representatives.

(2) DIGITAL ASSET.—The term ‘‘digital
asset’” means any digital representation of
value, financial asset or instrument, or
claim that is used to make payments or in-
vestments, or to transmit or exchange funds
or the equivalent thereof, and is issued or
represented in digital form through the use
of distributed ledger technology.

(3) DIGITAL ASSET TRADING PLATFORM.—The
term ‘‘digital asset trading platform’ means
a person, or group of persons, that operates
as an exchange or other trading facility for
the purchase, sale, lending, or borrowing of
digital assets.

4) DIGITAL ASSET TRANSACTION
FACILITATOR.—The term ‘‘digital asset trans-
action facilitator’” means—

(A) any person, or group of persons, that
significantly and materially facilitates the
purchase, sale, lending, borrowing, exchange,
custody, holding, validation, or creation of
digital assets on the account of others, in-
cluding any communication protocol, decen-
tralized finance technology, smart contract,
or other software, including open-source
computer code—
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(i) deployed through the use of distributed
ledger or any similar technology; and

(ii) that provides a mechanism for multiple
users to purchase, sell, lend, borrow, or trade
digital assets; and

(B) any person, or group of persons, that
the Secretary of the Treasury otherwise de-
termines to be significantly and materially
facilitating digital assets transactions in
violation of sanctions.

(5) FOREIGN PERSON.—The term ‘‘foreign
person’ means an individual or entity that
is not a United States person.

(6) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The term
“United States person’ means—

(A) an individual who is a United States
citizen or an alien lawfully admitted for per-
manent residence to the United States; or

(B) an entity organized under the laws of
the United States or any jurisdiction within
the United States, including a foreign branch
of such an entity.

SEC.  03. IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS WITH RE-
SPECT TO THE USE OF DIGITAL AS-
SETS TO FACILITATE TRANS-
ACTIONS BY RUSSIAN PERSONS SUB-
JECT TO SANCTIONS.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 90
days after the date of enactment of this Act,
and periodically thereafter as necessary, the
President shall submit to Congress a report
identifying any foreign person that—

(1) operates a digital asset trading plat-
form or is a digital asset transaction
facilitator; and

(2)(A) has significantly and materially as-
sisted, sponsored, or provided financial, ma-
terial, or technological support to, or has
provided goods or services to or in support
of, any person with respect to which sanc-
tions have been imposed by the United
States relating to the Russian Federation,
including by facilitating transactions that
evade such sanctions; or

(B) is owned or controlled by, or is acting
or purporting to act for or on behalf of, any
person with respect to which sanctions have
been imposed by the United States relating
to the Russian Federation.

(b) IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS.—The Presi-
dent may exercise all of the powers granted
to the President under the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C.
1701 et seq.) to the extent necessary to block
and prohibit all transactions in property and
interests in property of a foreign person
identified in a report submitted under sub-
section (a) if such property and interests in
property are in the United States, come
within the United States, or are or come
within the possession or control of a United
States person.

(¢) IMPLEMENTATION; PENALTIES.—

(1) IMPLEMENTATION.—The President may
exercise all authorities provided under sec-
tions 203 and 205 of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (60 U.S.C. 1702,
1704) to carry out this section.

(2) PENALTIES.—A person that violates, at-
tempts to violate, conspires to violate, or
causes a violation of this section or any reg-
ulation, license, or order issued to carry out
this section shall be subject to the penalties
set forth in subsections (b) and (c¢) of section
206 of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (60 U.S.C. 1705) to the
same extent as a person that commits an un-
lawful act described in subsection (a) of that
section.

(d) NATIONAL SECURITY WAIVER.—The
President may waive the imposition of sanc-
tions under this section with respect to a
person if the President—

(1) determines that such a waiver is in the
national security interests of the United
States; and

(2) submits to Congress a notification of
the waiver and the reasons for the waiver.
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(e) EXCEPTIONS.—

(1) EXCEPTION FOR INTELLIGENCE ACTIVI-
TIES.—This section shall not apply with re-
spect to activities subject to the reporting
requirements under title V of the National
Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3091 et seq.) or
any authorized intelligence activities of the
United States.

(2) EXCEPTION RELATING TO IMPORTATION OF
GOODS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The authority to block
and prohibit all transactions in all property
and interests in property under subsection
(b) shall not include the authority or a re-
quirement to impose sanctions on the impor-
tation of goods.

(B) GooD.—In this paragraph, the term
‘“‘good’” means any article, natural or man-
made substance, material, supply or manu-
factured product, including inspection and
test equipment, and excluding technical
data.

SEC.  04. DISCRETIONARY PROHIBITION OF
TRANSACTIONS.

The Secretary of the Treasury may require
that no digital asset trading platform or dig-
ital asset transaction facilitator that does
business in the United States transact with,
or fulfill transactions of, digital asset ad-
dresses that are known to be, or could rea-
sonably be known to be, affiliated with per-
sons headquartered or domiciled in the Rus-
sian Federation if the Secretary—

(1) determines that exercising such author-
ity is important to the national interest of
the United States; and

(2) not later than 90 days after the date on
which the Secretary exercises the authority
described in paragraph (1), submits to the ap-
propriate congressional committees and
leadership a report on the basis for any de-
termination under that paragraph.

SEC. 05. TRANSACTION REPORTING.

Not later than 120 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Financial Crimes
Enforcement Network of the Department of
the Treasury shall require United States per-
sons engaged in a transaction with a value
greater than $10,000 in digital assets through
1 or more accounts outside of the United
States to file a report described in section
1010.350 of title 31, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, or any successor regulation,using the
form described in that section, in accordance
with section 5314 of title 31, United States
Code.

SEC.  06. REPORTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of the Treasury shall submit to
the appropriate congressional committees
and leadership a report on the progress of
the Department of the Treasury in carrying
out this subtitle, including any resources
needed by the Department to improve imple-
mentation and progress in coordinating with
governments of countries that are allies or
partners of the United States.

(b) OTHER REPORTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, and
annually thereafter, the Secretary of the
Treasury shall submit to the appropriate
congressional committees and leadership and
make publicly available a report identifying
the digital asset trading platforms that the
Office of Foreign Assets Control of the De-
partment of the Treasury determines to be
high risk for sanctions evasion, money laun-
dering, or other illicit activities.

(2) PETITION.—Any exchange included in a
report submitted under paragraph (1) may
petition the Office of Foreign Assets Control
of the Department of the Treasury for re-
moval, which shall be granted upon dem-
onstrating that the exchange is taking steps
sufficient to comply with applicable United
States law.
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SA 327. Ms. WARREN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title VII, insert
the following:

SEC. 7 . COMPTROLLER GENERAL STUDY ON
BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH AND DE-
VELOPMENT FUNDED BY DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE.

(a) STUDY.—The Comptroller General of
the United States shall conduct a study on
the management by the Department of De-
fense of biomedical research and develop-
ment funded by the Department, including a
review of—

(1) patents for drugs approved by the Food
and Drug Administration that were sup-
ported with intramural or extramural fund-
ing from the Department;

(2) requirements of the Department for
how grant recipients, contractors, and labs
of the Department should disclose support by
the Department in patents generated with
funding from the Department; and

(3) the data systems of the Department for
cataloging information about patents gen-
erated with funding from the Department.

(b) BRIEFING.—Not later than March 31,
2024, the Comptroller General shall brief the
Committees on Armed Services of the Senate
and the House of Representatives on the
study conducted under subsection (a).

(c) REPORT.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Comptroller General shall submit to the
Committees on Armed Services of the Senate
and the House of Representatives a report on
the study conducted under subsection (a).

SA 328. Ms. WARREN (for herself,
Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. LEE, and Mr.
BRAUN) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill
S. 2226, to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2024 for military activities
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle A of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1005. REPEAL OF REPORTING REQUIRE-
MENTS RELATED TO UNFUNDED
PRIORITIES.

Chapter 9 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) by repealing section 222a;

(2) by repealing section 222b; and

(3) in the table of sections at the beginning
of the chapter, by striking the items relating
to sections 222a and 222b.

SA 329. Ms. WARREN (for herself and
Ms. ERNST) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 2226, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2024 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
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other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title II, insert
the following:

SEC. 2 . DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS FOR

PERSONS PERFORMING RESEARCH

OR DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS FOR
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE.

(a) RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

PROJECTS.—Section 4001 of title 10, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following new subsection:

‘‘(e) DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS.—When-
ever issuing a statement, press release, re-
quest for proposals, bid solicitation, or other
document describing a project or program
that is funded in whole or in part with Fed-
eral funding, a person performing a research
or development project under paragraph (1)
or (5) of subsection (b) shall clearly state the
following:

‘(1) The percentage of the total costs of
the program or project financed with Federal
funding.

¢“(2) The dollar amount of Federal funds ob-
ligated for the project or program.

‘(3) The percentage and dollar amount of
the total costs of the project or program
that will be financed from nongovernmental
sources.”.

(b) COOPERATIVE RESEARCH AND DEVELOP-
MENT AGREEMENTS UNDER STEVENSON-
WYDLER TECHNOLOGY INNOVATION ACT OF
1980.—Section 4026 of such title is amended—

(1) by striking ‘““The Secretary of Defense’’
and inserting the following:

‘“(a) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of De-
fense’’;

(2) in subsection (a), as designated by para-
graph (1), in the second sentence, by striking
“Technology may’” and inserting the fol-
lowing:

‘““(b) TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER.—Technology
may’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

“(c) DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS.—When-
ever issuing a statement, press release, re-
quest for proposals, bid solicitation, or other
document describing a project or program
that is funded in whole or in part with Fed-
eral funding, a person performing a research
or development project pursuant to a cooper-
ative research and development agreement
entered into under subsection (a) shall clear-
ly state the following:

‘(1) The percentage of the total costs of
the program or project financed with Federal
funding.

‘(2) The dollar amount of Federal funds ob-
ligated for the project or program.

‘“(3) The percentage and dollar amount of
the total costs of the project or program
that will be financed from nongovernmental
sources.”.

(c) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the Secretary of Defense
should direct the operating divisions of the
Department of Defense to design and imple-
ment processes to manage and administer
grantees’ compliance with the requirements
added by this section, including determining
to what extent to provide guidance to grant-
ees on calculations.

SA 330. Mr. SCHATZ (for himself and
Ms. HIRONO) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2024 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:
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At the end of subtitle F of title III, insert
the following:

SEC. 359. REQUIREMENT FOR SECRETARY OF DE-
FENSE TO DEVELOP PLAN FOR
TRANSITION OF JOINT TASK FORCE
RED HILL.

(a) PLAN FOR TERMINATION REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense,
in consultation, to the maximum extent
practicable, with appropriate Federal, State,
and local stakeholders, shall develop a plan
for the termination of and transition from
the Joint Task Force Red Hill.

(2) ELEMENTS.—Under the plan required
under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall—

(A) subject to subsection (c¢), determine the
date on which the Joint Task Force Red Hill
(or any successor organization) shall be ter-
minated;

(B) designate appropriate officials or enti-
ties to be responsible for—

(i) engaging and communicating with com-
munities in proximity to the Red Hill Bulk
Fuel Storage Facility following such termi-
nation;

(ii) communicating, in a clear and con-
sistent manner, with the heads of relevant
Federal and State agencies and such commu-
nities with respect to all operations involv-
ing the Red Hill Bulk Fuel Storage Facility;
and

(iii) ensuring the attendance of appropriate
experts and public relations professionals at
any public meeting or event relating to such
operations;

(C) coordinate and communicate with such
communities and the heads of applicable
State regulatory authorities with respect
to—

(i) such termination; and

(ii) the responsibilities designated under
subparagraph (B);

(D) ensure adequate resourcing and per-
sonnel to meet continued community en-
gagement requirements and priorities of the
Department of Defense; and

(E) provide for or update any plan relating
to the defueling of the Red Hell Bulk Fuel
Storage Facility and removal of other poten-
tial contaminants stored at such facility fol-
lowing such termination.

(3) DEADLINE.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Defense shall submit to the con-
gressional defense committees the plan
under paragraph (1).

(b) AVAILABILITY OF PLAN.—The Secretary
shall make the plan required under sub-
section (a)(1) and any supporting documents
for such plan available to the public and
State and local elected officials.

(¢c) RESTRICTION ON TERMINATION AUTHOR-
ITY.—The Secretary of Defense may not ter-
minate the Joint Task Force Red Hill before
the date that is 30 days after the date on
which the Secretary submits to the congres-
sional defense committees the plan required
under subsection (a)(1) and any supporting
documents for such plan.

SA 331. Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Mr.
WELCH, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. FETTERMAN,
Mr. KAINE, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. KELLY, and
Mr. BOOKER) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2024 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title X, add the following:
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Subtitle H—Veterans Medical Marijuana Safe
Harbor Act
SEC. 1091. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘“Vet-
erans Medical Marijuana Safe Harbor Act’.
SEC. 1092. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) Chronic pain affects the veteran popu-
lation, with almost 60 percent of veterans re-
turning from serving in the Armed Forces in
the Middle East, and more than 50 percent of
older veterans, who are using the health care
system of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs living with some form of chronic pain.

(2) In 2020, opioids accounted for approxi-
mately 75 percent of all drug overdose deaths
in the United States.

(3) Veterans are twice as likely to die from
opioid related overdoses than nonveterans.

(4) States with recreational cannabis laws
experienced a 7.6 percent reduction in opioid-
related emergency department visits during
the 180-day period after the implementation
of such laws.

(56) Marijuana and its compounds show
promise for pain management and treating a
wide-range of diseases and disorders, includ-
ing post-traumatic stress disorder.

(6) Medical marijuana in States where it is
legal may serve as a less harmful alternative
to opioids in treating veterans.

SEC. 1093. SAFE HARBOR FOR USE BY VETERANS
OF MEDICAL MARIJUANA.

(a) SAFE HARBOR.—Notwithstanding the
Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 801 et
seq.), the Controlled Substances Import and
Export Act (21 U.S.C. 951 et seq.), or any
other Federal law, it shall not be unlawful
for—

(1) a veteran to use, possess, or transport
medical marijuana in a State or on Indian
land if the use, possession, or transport is
authorized and in accordance with the law of
the applicable State or Indian Tribe;

(2) a physician to discuss with a veteran
the use of medical marijuana as a treatment
if the physician is in a State or on Indian
land where the law of the applicable State or
Indian Tribe authorizes the use, possession,
distribution, dispensation, administration,
delivery, and transport of medical mari-
juana; or

(3) a physician to recommend, complete
forms for, or register veterans for participa-
tion in a treatment program involving med-
ical marijuana that is approved by the law of
the applicable State or Indian Tribe.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) INDIAN LAND.—The term ‘‘Indian land”’
means any of the Indian lands, as that term
is defined in section 824(b) of the Indian
Health Care Improvement Act (26 U.S.C.
1680n).

(2) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian Tribe”’
has the meaning given that term in section
4 of the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act (256 U.S.C. 5304).

(3) PHYSICIAN.—The term ‘‘physician”
means a physician appointed by the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs under section
7401(1) of title 38, United States Code.

(4) STATE.—The term ‘‘State” has the
meaning given that term in section 102 of the
Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 802).

(5) VETERAN.—The term ‘‘veteran’ has the
meaning given that term in section 101 of
title 38, United States Code.

(c) SUNSET.—This section shall cease to
have force or effect on the date that is five
years after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

SEC. 1094. RESEARCH ON USE OF MEDICAL MARI-
JUANA BY VETERANS.

(a) RESEARCH ON EFFECTS OF MEDICAL
MARIJUANA ON VETERANS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
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the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall sup-
port clinical research on the use of medical
marijuana—

(A) by veterans to manage pain; and

(B) for the treatment of veterans for dis-
eases and disorders such as post-traumatic
stress disorder.

(2) INTERAGENCY COORDINATION.—The Sec-
retary shall coordinate and collaborate with
other relevant Federal agencies to support
and facilitate clinical research under para-
graph (1).

(3) REPORT.—Not later than two years after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit to Congress a report
on the ongoing clinical research supported
by the Secretary under paragraph (1), which
shall include such recommendations for leg-
islative or administrative action as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate to continue to
support the management of pain and the
treatment of diseases and disorders of vet-
erans.

(b) STUDY ON USE BY VETERANS OF STATE
MEDICAL MARIJUANA PROGRAMS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than two years
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall conduct a study on the
relationship between treatment programs in-
volving medical marijuana that are approved
by States, the access of veterans to such pro-
grams, and a reduction in opioid use and
misuse among veterans.

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date on which the study required under
paragraph (1) is completed, the Secretary
shall submit to Congress a report on the
study, which shall include such recommenda-
tions for legislative or administrative action
as the Secretary considers appropriate.

(c) VETERAN DEFINED.—In this section, the
term ‘‘veteran’ has the meaning given that
term in section 101 of title 38, United States
Code.

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs such sums
as may be necessary to carry out this sec-
tion.

SA 332. Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Mr.
YouNGg, and Mrs. GILLIBRAND) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 2226, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2024 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of section 536, add the fol-
lowing:

(e) RELIEF FOR IMPACTED FORMER MEM-
BERS.—

(1) REVIEW OF DISCHARGE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall review and update existing guidance to
ensure that the appropriate discharge board
for the military departments concerned shall
review a discharge characterization of the
covered member as required under section
527 of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2020 at the request of a
covered member, or their representative,
notwithstanding any requirements to pro-
vide documentation necessary to initiate a
review of a discharge characterization.

(B) EXCEPTION.—The appropriate discharge
board for the military departments con-
cerned shall not be required to initiate a re-
quest for a review of a discharge as described
in paragraph (1) if there is evidence available
to the discharge board that is unrelated to
the material request of the covered member
or the representative of the covered member
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but that would have reasonably substan-
tiated the discharge decision of the military
department.

(2) VETERANS BENEFITS.—

(A) EFFECTIVE DATE OF CHANGE OF CHARAC-
TERIZATION FOR VETERANS BENEFITS.—For
purposes of the provision of benefits to which
veterans are entitled under the laws admin-
istered by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
to a covered member whose discharge char-
acterization is changed pursuant to section
527 of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2020 (Public Law 116-92;
10 U.S.C. 1552 note), the date of discharge of
the member from the Armed Forces shall be
deemed to be the effective date of the change
of discharge characterization under that sec-
tion.

(A) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this paragraph shall be construed to author-
ize any benefit to a covered member in con-
nection with the change of discharge charac-
terization of the member under section 527 of
the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2020 (Public Law 116-92; 10 U.S.C.
1552 note) for any period before the effective
date of the change of discharge characteriza-
tion.

SA 333. Mr. REED (for himself and
Mr. WICKER) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2024 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

Strike section 706.

SA 334. Mr. TILLIS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle G of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1083. INFORMATION REGARDING CLAIMS
RELATING TO WATER AT CAMP
LEJEUNE, NORTH CAROLINA.

The Camp Lejeune Justice Act of 2022 (28

U.S.C. 2671 note prec.) is amended by adding

at the end the following:
“(K) ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.—

‘(1) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the
term ‘administrative claim’ means an ad-
ministrative action relating to an action
under subsection (b) (as described in section
2675 of title 28, United States Code).

“(2) CLAIMS ASSISTANCE.—An individual,
the legal representative of an individual, or
(if applicable) the attorney for the individual
or legal representative bringing an adminis-
trative claim shall file with the Secretary of
the Navy a written acknowledgment signed
by the individual, legal representative, or at-
torney indicating that the individual or legal
representative understands—

‘““(A) the alternative sources of assistance
with respect to claims under laws adminis-
tered by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
available, free of charge, from organizations
recognized under section 5902 of title 38,
United States Code;

‘“(B) that the individual or legal represent-
ative may seek claims assistance from the
congressional representatives of the indi-
vidual or legal representative; and
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‘(C) that the individual or legal represent-
ative may seek claims assistance from the
Tort Claims Unit of the Department of the
Navy.

¢(3) OTHER REQUIRED ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.—
An attorney representing an individual or
the legal representative of an individual in
an administrative claim shall file with the
Secretary of the Navy a written acknowledg-
ment signed by the individual or legal rep-
resentative indicating that the individual or
legal representative understands—

““(A) that the individual or legal represent-
ative is not required to be represented by an
attorney to file an administrative claim; and

‘““(B) the attorney’s fee arrangement re-
garding representation in the administrative
claim, which shall include an acknowledg-
ment of whether the fee arrangement is one
under which the total amount of the fee pay-
able to the attorney is—

‘(i) to be paid to the attorney by the
claimant, subsequent to the allocation of the
award; or

‘‘(ii) contingent on whether the matter is
resolved in a manner favorable to the claim-
ant.

‘(4) APPLICATION TO PENDING MATTERS.—
For any administrative claim that is pending
on the date of enactment of this subsection,
not later than 90 days after such date of en-
actment, the individual bringing the admin-
istrative claim, the legal representative of
the individual, or the attorney for the indi-
vidual or legal representative, as applicable,
shall file the acknowledgments described in
paragraphs (2) and (3).”.

SA 335. Mr. VAN HOLLEN (for him-
self and Mr. TILLIS) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title X, add the following:

Subtitle H—Granting Recognition to Accom-
plished Talented Employees for Unwaver-
ing Loyalty Act

SEC. 1091. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Grant-
ing Recognition to Accomplished Talented
Employees for Unwavering Loyalty Act’ or
“GRATEFUL Act”.

SEC. 1092. FINDINGS; SENSE OF CONGRESS.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) In 1952, with the enactment of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101
et seq.), Congress established an immigrant
visa program to reward foreign nationals
who are United States Government employ-
ees for their service to the United States (re-
ferred to in this Act as the ‘‘Government
Employee Immigrant Visa program’’).

(2) For 71 years, the Government Employee
Immigrant Visa program has allowed foreign
nationals with at least 15 years of excep-
tional service to the United States to immi-
grate to the United States with their fami-
lies.

(3) Such foreign national employees of the
United States Government are the bulwark
of United States foreign policy, risking their
lives year after year through civil unrest,
terrorism, natural disasters, and war.

(4) The work of such foreign nationals—

(A) ensures the safety and well-being of
United States citizens;
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(B) provides security and logistics for vis-
iting delegations; and

(C) supports United States Government op-
erations abroad.

(5) Such foreign nationals include employ-
ees of the Department of State, the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment, the Department of Defense, the De-
partment of Homeland Security, the Depart-
ment of Justice, the Department of Com-
merce, and the Department of Agriculture.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the United States should pre-
serve the immigrant visa program for for-
eign nationals who are employees of the
United States Government abroad or of the
American Institute in Taiwan, and who have
provided exceptional service over a long
term to the United States, by providing a
dedicated allocation of visas for such em-
ployees and their immediate family members
when visas are not immediately available in
the corresponding visa category.

SEC. 1093. VISA AVAILABILITY FOR GOVERNMENT
EMPLOYEE IMMIGRANT VISA PRO-
GRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning in fiscal year
2024, subject to subsection (b), visas shall be
made available to a special immigrant de-
scribed in section 101(a)(27)(D) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1101(a)(27)(D)) if a visa is not immediately
available for issuance to the special immi-
grant under section 203(b)(4) of that Act (8
U.S.C. 1153(b)(4)).

(b) NUMERICAL LIMITATIONS.—

(1) FISCAL YEAR 2024.—For fiscal year 2024,
not more than 3,500 visas shall be made
available under subsection (a).

(2) SUBSEQUENT FISCAL YEARS.—For fiscal
year 2025 and each fiscal year thereafter, not
more than 3,000 visas shall be made available
under subsection (a).

(¢c) TEMPORARY REDUCTION IN DIVERSITY
VIisAs.—Section 203(d)(2) of the Nicaraguan
Adjustment and Central America Relief Act
(8 U.S.C. 1151 note; Public Law 105-100) is
amended—

(1) by amending paragraph (2) to read as
follows:

‘(2) In no case shall the reduction under
paragraph (1) for a fiscal year exceed the
amount by which—

‘“(A) the sum of—

‘‘(i) one-half of the total number of individ-
uals described in subclauses (I), (II), (III),
and (IV) of section 309(c)(5)(C)(i) of the Ille-
gal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Re-
sponsibility Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1101 note;
Public Law 104-208) who have adjusted their
status to that of aliens lawfully admitted for
permanent residence under section 202 of the
Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central Amer-
ican Relief Act (Public Law 105-100; 8 U.S.C.
1255 note) as of the end of the previous fiscal
year; and

‘‘(ii) the total number of individuals de-
scribed in section 101(a)(27)(D) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 TU.S.C.
1101(a)(27)(D)) for whom visas shall be made
available for the applicable fiscal year under
section 1093(b) of the Granting Recognition
to Accomplished Talented Employees for Un-
wavering Loyalty Act; exceeds

‘“(B) the total of the reductions in avail-
able visas under this subsection for all pre-
vious fiscal years.”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(3)(A) Paragraph (1) shall not apply in a
fiscal year following a fiscal year for which
the total number of aliens described in sub-
paragraph (B) is zero.

“(B) For a fiscal year, the total number of
aliens described in this subparagraph is the
total number of individuals described in sec-
tion 101(a)(27)(D) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(27)(D)) who
have been issued visas during the previous
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fiscal year under the Granting Recognition
to Accomplished Talented Employees for Un-
wavering Loyalty Act.

‘“(C) Nothing in this paragraph may be con-
strued—

‘“(i) to repeal, modify, or render perma-
nently inapplicable paragraph (1); or

‘“(i1) to prevent the offsetting of the num-
ber of visas described in that paragraph for
the purpose of providing visa availability for
aliens described in subparagraph (B).

‘“(4) In the event that the number of visas
available for a fiscal year under section
201(e) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act (8 U.S.C. 1151(e)) is reduced to a number
fewer than 50,000, not fewer than 3,000 visas
shall be made available for individuals de-
scribed in section 1093(a) of the Granting
Recognition to Accomplished Talented Em-
ployees for Unwavering Loyalty Act.”.

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section or the amendments made by this
section may be construed to modify the
number of visas available under section
203(b)(4) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act (8 U.S.C. 1153(b)(4)) to special immi-
grants described in section 101(a)(27)(D) of
that Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(27)(D)).

SA 336. Mr. CRUZ submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, add the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . PERMITTING FOR INTERNATIONAL

BRIDGES.

The International Bridge Act of 1972 (33
U.S.C. 535 et seq.) is amended—

(1) by redesignating sections 7 through 10
as sections 8 through 11, respectively; and

(2) by inserting after section 5 the fol-
lowing:
“SEC. 6. PERMITTING FOR INTERNATIONAL

BRIDGES.

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section and sec-
tion T:

‘(1) PRESIDENTIAL PERMIT.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘Presidential
permit’ means—

‘(i) an approval by the President to con-
struct, maintain, and operate an inter-
national bridge under section 4; or

‘“(ii) an approval by the President to con-
struct, maintain, and operate an inter-
national bridge pursuant to a process de-
scribed in Executive Order 13867 (84 Fed. Reg.
15491; relating to Issuance of Permits With
Respect to Facilities and Land Transpor-
tation Crossings at the International Bound-
aries of the United States) (or any successor
Executive Order).

‘(B) INCLUSION.—The term ‘Presidential
permit’ includes an amendment to an ap-
proval described in clause (i) or (ii) of sub-
paragraph (A).

‘“(2) SECRETARY.—The term
means the Secretary of State.

‘“(b) APPLICATION.—An applicant for a Pres-
idential permit to construct, maintain, and
operate an international bridge shall submit
an application for the permit to the Sec-
retary.

¢“(c) RECOMMENDATION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days
after the date on which the Secretary re-
ceives an application under subsection (b),
the Secretary shall make a recommendation
to the President—

‘Secretary’
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“(A) to grant the Presidential permit; or

‘“(B) to deny the Presidential permit.

‘“(2) CONSIDERATION.—The sole basis for a
recommendation under paragraph (1) shall be
whether the international bridge is in the
foreign policy interests of the United States.

*‘(d) PRESIDENTIAL ACTION.—

‘(1 IN GENERAL.—The President shall
grant or deny the Presidential permit by not
later than 60 days after the earlier of—

‘““(A) the date on which the Secretary
makes a recommendation under subsection
(¢)(1); and

‘(B) the date on which the Secretary is re-
quired to make a recommendation under
subsection (c¢)(1).

‘“(2) No ACTION.—If the President does not
grant or deny the Presidential permit by the
deadline described in paragraph (1), the Pres-
idential permit shall be considered to have
been granted as of that deadline.

‘‘(e) No NEPA DOCUMENTS REQUIRED.—Not-
withstanding any other provision of law, the
Secretary shall not require an applicant for
a Presidential permit—

‘(1) to include in the application under
subsection (b) environmental documents pre-
pared pursuant to the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et
seq.); or

‘“(2) to have completed any environmental
review under that Act.

“SEC. 7. AUTHORIZATION OF CERTAIN
NATIONAL BRIDGES.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—AnN applicant for a Presi-
dential permit for an international bridge
described in subsection (b)—

‘(1) may construct, operate, and maintain
that bridge if the applicant submits to the
Secretary an application for a Presidential
permit for the bridge during the period be-
ginning on December 1, 2020, and ending on
December 31, 2024; and

‘“(2) shall be considered to have been grant-
ed a Presidential permit for that bridge as of
the date of enactment of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024.

‘“(b) INTERNATIONAL BRIDGES DESCRIBED.—
The international bridges referred to in sub-
section (a) are—

‘(1) international bridges in Webb County,
Texas;

‘“(2) an international bridge in Cameron
County, Texas; and

‘“(3) an international bridge in Maverick
County, Texas.”’.

INTER-

SA 337. Mr. CRUZ submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . REQUIREMENT FOR CERTAIN FLAGS

OF UNITED STATES TO BE MADE IN
UNITED STATES.

(a) REQUIREMENT FOR CERTAIN FLAGS OF
UNITED STATES TO BE MADE IN UNITED
STATES.—Chapter 1 of title 4, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the
following:

“§11. Display on Federal property; procure-
ment by Federal agencies

‘“(a) DISPLAY ON FEDERAL PROPERTY.—A
Federal agency may not display a flag of the
United States on Federal property unless
such flag has been made in the United
States.
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‘‘(b) PROCUREMENT BY FEDERAL AGENCIES.—
Funds appropriated or otherwise made avail-
able to a Federal agency may not be used for
the procurement of a flag of the United
States unless such flag has been made in the
United States.

‘“(c) INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS.—This
section shall be applied in a manner con-
sistent with the obligations of the United
States under international agreements.

“(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section may be construed to apply to
the display or procurement of a flag of the
United States by a private actor.

‘‘(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) FEDERAL AGENCY.—The term ‘Federal
agency’ means—

‘(A) an Executive agency;

“(B) a military department;

‘(C) an office, agency, or other establish-
ment in the legislative branch;

‘(D) an office, agency, or other establish-
ment in the judicial branch;

‘““(E) the Government of the District of Co-
lumbia; and

‘“(F) Government controlled corporations.

‘(2) FEDERAL PROPERTY.—The term ‘Fed-
eral property’ means real property owned,
leased, or occupied by a Federal agency or an
instrumentality wholly owned by the United
States.

“(3) MADE IN THE UNITED STATES.—The
term ‘made in the United States’ means 100
percent manufactured in the United States
from articles, materials, or supplies that
have been 100 percent produced or manufac-
tured in the United States.

‘“(4) UNITED STATES.—The term ‘United
States’, when used in a geographic sense, in-
cludes each of the several States, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, Tribal lands, and the ter-
ritories or possessions of the TUnited
States.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for chapter 1 of title 4, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following:

‘“11. Display on Federal property; procure-
ment by Federal agencies.”.

(c) APPLICABILITY.—Section 11 of title 4,
United States Code, as added by subsection
(a), shall apply—

(1) with respect to the display of a flag of
the United States by a Federal agency, on
and after the date that is 2 years after the
date of the enactment of this Act; and

(2) with respect to the procurement of a
flag of the United States by a Federal agen-
cy, on and after the date that is 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act.

(d) STUDY ON COUNTRY-OF-ORIGIN LABELING
FOR FLAGS OF THE UNITED STATES.—

(1) STuDY.—The Chair of the Federal Trade
Commission shall conduct a study that—

(A) assesses and describes the enforcement
scheme for country-of-origin labeling for
flags of the United States;

(B) determines how many fines or pen-
alties, if any, have been imposed for viola-
tions of such enforcement scheme; and

(C) identifies the percentage of violations
of such enforcement scheme that are subse-
quent violations committed by an entity
that has previously been found to have vio-
lated such scheme.

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Chair
of the Federal Trade Commission shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives and
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate a report con-
taining—

(A) the results of the study conducted
under paragraph (1); and

(B) any recommendations to improve—
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(i) the enforcement scheme for country-of-
origin labeling for flags of the United States;
and

(i) the deterrent effect of such scheme.

SA 338. Mr. CRUZ submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title I, insert
the following:

SEC. . ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR COMMON
SENSOR PAYLOADS FOR MQ-1C
GRAY EAGLE ATIRCRAFT.

The amount authorized to be appropriated
for fiscal year 2024 by section 101 and avail-
able for procurement for the Army, as speci-
fied in the corresponding funding table in
section 4101, is hereby increased by
$35,000,000, with the amount of the increase
to be available for common sensor payloads
for MQ-1C Gray Eagle aircraft.

SA 339. Ms. DUCKWORTH submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by her to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle G of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1083. ENLISTMENT OF CERTAIN ALIENS AND
CLARIFICATION OF NATURALIZA-
TION PROCESS FOR SUCH ALIEN EN-
LISTEES.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise spe-
cifically provided, any term used in this sec-
tion that is used in the immigration laws
shall have the meaning given such term in
the immigration laws.

(2) ARMED FORCES.—The term ‘‘Armed
Forces” has the meaning given the term
“‘armed forces’” in section 101 of title 10,
United States Code.

(3) IMMIGRATION LAWS.—The term ‘‘immi-
gration laws’ has the meaning given such
term in section 101(a)(17) of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(17)).

(4) MILITARY DEPARTMENT.—The term
“military department” has the meaning
given such term in section 101 of title 10,
United States Code.

(5) SECRETARY CONCERNED.—The term ‘‘Sec-
retary concerned” has the meaning given
such term in section 101 of title 10, United
States Code.

(b) ENLISTMENT IN THE ARMED FORCES FOR
CERTAIN ALIENS.—Subsection (b)(1) of section
504 of title 10, United States Code, is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following:

“(D)(i) An alien who—

‘“(I) subject to clause (ii), has been continu-
ously physically present in the United States
for five years;

‘“(IT) has completed, to the satisfaction of
the Secretary of Defense or the Secretary
concerned, the same security or suitability
vetting processes as are required of qualified
individuals seeking enlistment in an armed
force;

‘“(IIT) meets all other standards set forth
for enlistment in an armed force as are re-
quired of qualified individuals; and
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“(IV)(aa) has received a grant of deferred
action pursuant to the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals policy of the Department
of Homeland Security, or successor policy,
regardless of whether a court order termi-
nates such policy;

‘“‘(bb) has been granted temporary pro-
tected status under section 244 of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1254a);
or

‘“(ce) is the beneficiary of an approved peti-
tion for an immigrant visa, but has been un-
able to adjust status to that of an alien law-
fully admitted for permanent residence pur-
suant to section 245 of the Immigration and
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1255) because a visa
number has not become available or the ben-
eficiary turned 21 years of age prior to a visa
becoming available.

‘(ii) An alien described in clause (i) who
has departed the United States during the
five-year period referred to in subclause (I)
of that clause shall be eligible to enlist if the
absence of the alien was pursuant to advance
approval of travel by the Secretary of Home-
land Security and within the scope of such
travel authorization.”.

(c) STAY OF REMOVAL PROCEEDINGS.—Sec-
tion 237 of the Immigration and Nationality
Act (8 U.S.C. 1227) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

‘“(e) If an alien described in section
504(b)(1)(D) of title 10, United States Code,
who is subject to a ground of removability
has served honorably in the Armed Forces,
and if separated from such service, was never
separated except under honorable conditions,
the Secretary of Homeland Security shall
grant such alien an administrative stay of
removal under section 241(c)(2) until the ear-
lier of—

‘(1) the date on which the head of the mili-
tary department (as defined in section 101 of
title 10, United States Code) under which the
alien served determines that the alien did
not served honorably in active-duty status,
and if separated from such service, that such
separation was not under honorable condi-
tions as required by sections 328 and 329; or

‘“(2) the date on which the alien’s applica-
tion for naturalization under section 328 or
329 has been denied or revoked and all ad-
ministrative appeals have been exhausted.”.

(d) TIMELY DETERMINATION BY THE SEC-
RETARY OF DEFENSE.—Not later than 90 days
after receiving a request by an alien who has
enlisted in the Armed Forces pursuant to
section 504(b)(1)(D) of title 10, United States
Code, for a certification of service in the
Armed Forces, the head of the military de-
partment under which the alien served shall
issue a determination certifying whether the
alien has served honorably in an active-duty
status, and whether separation from such
service was under honorable conditions as re-
quired by sections 328 and 329 of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1439,
1440), unless the head of the military depart-
ment concerned requires additional time to
vet national security or counter-intelligence
concerns.

(e) MEDICAL EXCEPTION.—An alien who oth-
erwise meets the qualifications for enlist-
ment under section 504(b)(1)(D) of title 10,
United States Code, but who, after reporting
for initial entry training, has not success-
fully completed such training primarily for
medical reasons shall be considered to have
separated from service in the Armed Forces
under honorable conditions for purposes of
sections 328 and 329 of the Immigration and
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1439, 1440), if such
medical reasons are certified by the head of
the military department under which the in-
dividual so served.

(f) GOOD MORAL CHARACTER.—In deter-
mining whether an alien who has enlisted in
the Armed Forces pursuant to section
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504(b)(1)(D) of title 10, United States Code,
has good moral character for purposes of sec-
tion 101(f) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(f)), the Secretary of
Homeland Security—

(1) shall consider the alien’s honorable
service in the Armed Forces; and

(2) may make a finding of good moral char-
acter notwithstanding—

(A)({) any single misdemeanor offense, if
the alien has not been convicted of any of-
fense during the 5-year period preceding the
date on which the alien applies for natu-
ralization; or

(ii) not more than 2 misdemeanor offenses,
if the alien has not been convicted of any of-
fense during the 10-year period preceding the
date on which the alien applies for natu-
ralization.

(g) CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security or the Secretary of Defense
may not disclose or use for purposes of immi-
gration enforcement information provided
in—

(A) documentation filed under this section
or an amendment made by this section; or

(B) enlistment applications filed, or inquir-
ies made, under section 504(b)(1)(D) of title
10, United States Code.

(2) TREATMENT OF RECORDS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Documentation filed
under this section or an amendment made by
this section—

(i) shall be collected pursuant to section
5b2a of title 5, United States Code (com-
monly known as the ‘“‘Privacy Act of 1974"’);
and

(ii) may not be disclosed under subsection
(b)(7) of that section for purposes of immi-
gration enforcement.

(B) DESTRUCTION.—In the case of an alien
who attempts to enlist under section
504(b)(1)(D) of title 10, United States Code,
but does not successfully do so (except in the
case of an alien described in subsection (e)),
the Secretary of Homeland Security and the
Secretary of Defense shall destroy informa-
tion provided in documentation filed under
this section or an amendment made by this
section not later than 60 days after the date
on which the alien concerned is denied en-
listment or fails to complete basic training,
as applicable.

(3) REFERRALS PROHIBITED.—The Secretary
of Homeland Security or the Secretary of
Defense (or any designee of the Secretary of
Homeland Security or the Secretary of De-
fense), based solely on information provided
in an application for naturalization sub-
mitted by an alien who has enlisted in the
Armed Forces under section 504(b)(1)(D) of
title 10, United States Code, or an enlistment
application filed or an inquiry made under
that section, may not refer the individual
concerned to U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement or U.S. Customs and Border
Protection.

(4) LIMITED EXCEPTION.—Notwithstanding
paragraphs (1) through (3), information pro-
vided in an application for naturalization
submitted by an individual who has enlisted
in the Armed Forces under section
504(b)(1)(D) of title 10, United States Code,
may be shared with Federal security and law
enforcement agencies—

(A) for assistance in the consideration of
an application for naturalization;

(B) to identify or prevent fraudulent
claims;

(C) for national security purposes pursuant
to section 6611 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020 (50
U.S.C. 3352f); or

(D) for the investigation or prosecution of
any Federal crime, except any offense, other
than a fraud or false statement offense, that
is—
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(i) related to immigration status; or

(ii) a petty offense (as defined in section 19
of title 18, United States Code).

(5) PENALTY.—Any person who knowingly
and willfully uses, publishes, or examines, or
permits such use, publication, or examina-
tion of, any information produced or pro-
vided by, or collected from, any source or
person under this section or an amendment
made by this section, and in violation of this
subsection, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor
and fined not more than $5,000.

(h) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section or an amendment made by this
section may be construed to modify—

(1) except as otherwise specifically pro-
vided in this section, the process prescribed
by sections 328 and 329A of the Immigration
and Nationality Act ( 8 U.S.C. 1439, 1440-1) by
which a person may naturalize, or be granted
posthumous United States citizenship,
through service in the Armed Forces; or

(2) the qualifications for original enlist-
ment in any component of the Armed Forces
otherwise prescribed by law or the Secretary
of Defense.

SA 340. Ms. DUCKWORTH submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by her to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title X, insert
the following:

SEC. . EXTENSION OF CERTAIN EDUCATIONAL
BENEFITS TO MEMBERS OF THE
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE READY
RESERVE CORPS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 16131 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by striking ‘“each military depart-
ment’’ and inserting ‘‘the reserve component
of that Secretary’s uniformed service’’

(B) by striking ‘“‘and” after ‘‘Secretary of
Defense,”’;

(C) by inserting ¢, and the Secretary of
Health and Human Services with respect to
the Public Health Service Ready Reserve
Corps,”” after ‘““‘Navy’’; and

(D) by striking ‘‘of the armed forces under
the jurisdiction of the Secretary concerned’
and inserting ‘‘of the uniformed services
under the jurisdiction of such Secretary’’;

(2) in subsection (b)(1), by inserting ‘‘or the
Secretary of Health and Human Services, as
the case may be” after ‘Secretary con-
cerned’’;

(3) in subsection (¢)(3)(B)(i), by inserting
“or section 203 of the Public Health Service
Act (42 U.S.C. 204(a)(4))” after ‘‘of this title”;

(4) in subsection (g2)(2)(A), by inserting ‘‘or
the Secretary of Health and Human Services,
as the case may be” after ‘‘Secretary con-
cerned’’; and

(5) in subsection (i)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘or the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, as the case may
be,” after ‘‘Secretary of Defense’’ each place
it appears; and

(B) by inserting ‘‘or the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, as the case may
be,” after ‘‘Secretary concerned’ each place
it appears.

(b) ELIGIBILITY.—Section 16132(c) of title
10, United States Code, is amended by insert-
ing ‘“‘or the Secretary of Health and Human
Services, as the case may be,” after ‘‘Sec-
retary of Defense”.

(¢) AUTHORITY TO TRANSFER UNUSED EDU-
CATION BENEFITS TO FAMILY MEMBERS.—Sec-

S2529

tion 16132a of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by inserting ‘‘or the
Secretary of Health and Human Services, as
the case may be,” after ‘‘Secretary con-
cerned’’;

(2) in subsection (b)(1), by striking ‘‘mem-
ber of the armed forces” and inserting
“member of the reserve component of such
member’s uniformed service’’;

(3) in subsection (d), by inserting ‘‘and the
Secretary of Health and Human Services”
after ‘‘Secretary of Defense’’;

(4) in subsection (f)(2), by inserting ‘‘or the
Secretary of Health and Human Services, as
the case may be,” after ‘‘Secretary con-
cerned’’;

(5) in subsection (g), by striking ‘‘armed
forces’ and inserting ‘‘uniformed services’’
both places it appears;

(6) in subsection (h)(5)(B)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘or the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, as the case may
be,” after ‘‘Secretary concerned’’; and

(B) by inserting ‘‘or a member of the Pub-
lic Health Service Commissioned Corps, as
the case may be’ after ‘‘enlisted member’’;
and

(7) in subsection (j), by inserting ‘‘and the
Secretary of Health and Human Services”
after ‘‘Secretary of Defense’.

(d) FAILURE TO PARTICIPATE SATISFAC-
TORILY; PENALTIES.—Section 16135(a) of title
10, United States Code, is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘“‘or the Secretary of Health
and Human Services, as the case may be”
after ‘‘Secretary concerned’’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘of an armed force’ and in-
serting ‘‘of a uniformed service’’;

(&) ADMINISTRATION OF THE PROGRAM.—Sec-
tion 16136(a) of title 10, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“‘and by the Secretary of
Homeland Security’” and inserting ‘‘by the
Secretary of Homeland Security, and by the
Secretary of Health and Human Services’’;
and

(2) by inserting ‘‘or the Secretary of Health
and Human Services, as the case may be,”
after ‘‘Secretary concerned’.

(f) APPLICABILITY.—The amendments made
by subsections (a) through (e) shall apply
with respect to service occurring on or after
March 27, 2020.

SA 341. Ms. DUCKWORTH submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by her to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title X, insert
the following:

SEC. . PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE READY RE-
SERVE CORPS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Section 10141 of title
10, United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘“‘in each
armed force’” and inserting ‘‘in each uni-
formed service’’; and

(2) in subsection (¢), striking ‘‘the same for
all armed forces’ and inserting ‘‘the same
for all reserve components of the uniformed
services’’.

(b) ORGANIZATION AND UNIT STRUCTURE.—
Section 10143(b) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘and the Public Health
Service Ready Reserve Corps’ after ‘‘other
than the Coast Guard”; and
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(B) by striking ‘‘war plans; and’ and in-
serting ‘‘war plans;’’;

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(3) in the case of the Public Health Serv-
ice Ready Reserve Corps, by the Secretary of
Health and Human Services upon the rec-
ommendation of the Assistant Secretary for
Health.”.

(c) PLACEMENT IN READY RESERVES.—Sec-
tion 10145(a) of title 10, United States Code,
is amended by striking ‘‘Ready Reserve of
his armed force for his prescribed term of
service, unless he is transferred’” and insert-
ing ‘“‘Ready Reserve of the reserve compo-
nent of the member’s uniformed service for
his or her prescribed term of service, unless
such member is transferred’.

(d) STANDBY RESERVES.—

(1) TRANSFERS TO.—Section 10146 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended—

(A) in subsection (a), by inserting ‘‘and the
Secretary of Health and Human Services
with respect to Public Health Service Ready
Reserve Corps’ after ‘‘operating as a service
in the Navy’’; and

(B) in subsection (b), by inserting ‘‘or the
Secretary of Health and Human Services, as
the case may be,” after ‘‘prescribed by the
Secretary concerned’.

(2) TRANSFERS FROM.—Section 10150 of title
10, United States Code, is amended by insert-
ing ‘‘and the Secretary of Health and Human
Services with respect to Public Health Serv-
ice Ready Reserve Corps’ after ‘‘operating as
a service in the Navy’’.

3) TRAINING REQUIREMENTS.—Section
10147(a) of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(A) by striking ‘“‘in an armed force’’ and in-
serting ‘‘in a uniformed service’’; and

(B) by inserting ‘‘and the Secretary of
Health and Human Services with respect to
Public Health Service Ready Reserve Corps”’
after ‘‘operating as a service in the Navy”’.

(4) FAILURE TO SATISFACTORILY PERFORM
PRESCRIBED TRAINING.—Section 10148(a) of
title 10, United States Code, is amended by
inserting ‘‘or the Secretary of Health and
Human Services with respect to Public
Health Service Ready Reserve Corps’ after
“Secretary of Defense’’.

(e) INACTIVE STATUS LIST.—Section 10152 of
title 10, United States Code, is amended by
striking ‘‘armed force’ and inserting ‘‘uni-
formed service”’.

(f) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—

(1) AUTHORIZED END STRENGTH OF THE
READY RESERVES OF THE ARMED FORCES.—Sec-
tion 10142 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended by inserting ‘‘of the armed forces”
after ‘““‘Ready Reserve” both places it ap-
pears.

(2) CONTINUOUS SCREENING PROVISIONS AP-
PLICABLE TO ARMED FORCES.—Section 10149 of
title 10, United States Code, is amended—

(A) in subsection (a), by inserting ‘‘or, in
the case of the Public Health Service Ready
Reserve Corps, the Secretary of Health and
Human Services,” after ‘‘Secretary con-
cerned’’; and

(B) in subsection (b)(2)(A), by inserting
“‘or, in the case of a Member of Congress who
also is a member of the Public Health Serv-
ice Ready Reserve Corps, the Secretary of
Health and Human Services’ after ‘‘oper-
ating as a service in the Navy”’.

(3) COMPOSITION OF STANDBY RESERVES OF
ARMED FORCES.—Section 10151 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended by inserting
““of the armed forces” after ‘‘The Standby
Reserve’.

SA 342. Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself,
Mr. CRAMER, Mr. CARPER, and Mr.
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DAINES) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill
S. 2226, to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2024 for military activities
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . CREDIT MONITORING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Fair Credit Report-
ing Act (156 U.S.C. 1681 et seq.) is amended—

(1) in section 605A(k) (15 U.S.C. 1681c-1(k))
is amended—

(A) by amending paragraph (1) to read as
follows:

‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

‘‘(A) UNIFORMED SERVICES.—The term ‘uni-
formed services’ has the meaning given the
term in section 101(a) of title 10, United
States Code.

“(B) UNIFORMED SERVICES MEMBER CON-
SUMER.—The term ‘uniformed services mem-
ber consumer’ means a consumer who, re-
gardless of duty status, is—

‘(1) a member of the uniformed services; or

‘“(ii) a spouse, or a dependent who is not
less than 18 years old, of a member of the
uniformed services.”’; and

(B) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking ‘“‘active
duty military consumer’ and inserting ‘‘uni-
formed services member consumer’’; and

(2) in section 625 (15 U.S.C. 1681t(b)(1)(K)),
by striking ‘‘active duty military con-
sumers” and inserting ‘‘uniformed services
member consumer’’.

(b) REGULATIONS.—The Federal Trade Com-
mission shall issue rules to carry out the
amendments made by subsection (a).

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by subsection (a) shall take effect on
the date that is 1 year after the date on
which the Federal Trade Commission issues
the final rule under subsection (b).

SA 343. Mr. MARKEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XV, insert
the following:

SEC. HASTENING ARMS LIMITATIONS
TALKS ACT OF 2023.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘‘Hastening Arms Limitations
Talks Act of 2023 or the “HALT Act of
2023".

(b) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) The use of nuclear weapons poses an ex-
istential threat to humanity, a fact that led
President Ronald Reagan and Soviet Premier
Mikhail Gorbachev to declare in a joint
statement in 1987 that a ‘‘nuclear war cannot
be won and must never be fought’, a senti-
ment affirmed by the People’s Republic of
China, France, the Russian Federation, the
United Kingdom, and the United States in
January 2022.

(2) On June 12, 1982, an estimated 1,000,000
people attended the largest peace rally in
United States history, in support of a move-
ment to freeze and reverse the nuclear arms

July 13, 2023

race, a movement that helped to create the
political will necessary for the negotiation
of several bilateral arms control treaties be-
tween the United States and former Soviet
Union, and then the Russian Federation.
Those treaties contributed to strategic sta-
bility through mutual and verifiable recip-
rocal nuclear weapons reductions.

(3) Since the advent of nuclear weapons in
1945, millions of people around the world
have stood up to demand meaningful, imme-
diate international action to halt, reduce,
and eliminate the threats posed by nuclear
weapons, nuclear weapons testing, and nu-
clear war, to humankind and the planet.

(4) In 1970, the Treaty on the Non-Pro-
liferation of Nuclear Weapons done at Wash-
ington, London, and Moscow July 1, 1968 (21
UST 483) (commonly referred to as the ‘“‘Nu-
clear Non-Proliferation Treaty’” or the
“NPT”’), entered into force, which includes a
binding obligation on the 5 nuclear-weapon
states (commonly referred to as the ‘“P5),
among other things, ‘‘to pursue negotiations
in good faith on effective measures relating
to the cessation of the nuclear arms race . . .
and to nuclear disarmament’’.

(5) Bipartisan United States global leader-
ship has curbed the growth in the number of
countries possessing nuclear weapons and
has slowed overall vertical proliferation
among countries already possessing nuclear
weapons, as is highlighted by a more than 90
percent reduction in the United States nu-
clear weapons stockpile from its Cold War
height of 31,255 in 1967.

(6) The United States testing of nuclear
weapons is no longer necessary as a result of
the following major technical developments
since the Senate’s consideration of the Com-
prehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (com-
monly referred to as the “CTBT”’) in 1999:

(A) The verification architecture of the
Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban-Treaty Or-
ganization (commonly referred to as the
“CTBTO”)—

(i) has made significant advancements, as
seen through its network of 300 International
Monitoring Stations and its International
Data Centre, which together provide for the
near instantaneous detection of nuclear ex-
plosives tests, including all 6 such tests con-
ducted by North Korea between 2006 and 2017;
and

(ii) is operational 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week.

(B) Since the United States signed the
CTBT, confidence has grown in the science-
based Stockpile Stewardship and Manage-
ment Plan of the Department of Energy,
which forms the basis of annual certifi-
cations to the President regarding the con-
tinual safety, security, and effectiveness of
the United States nuclear deterrent in the
absence of nuclear testing, leading former
Secretary of Energy Ernest Moniz to remark
in 2015 that ‘‘lab directors today now state
that they certainly understand much more
about how nuclear weapons work than dur-
ing the period of nuclear testing”’.

(7) Despite the progress made to reduce the
number and role of, and risks posed by, nu-
clear weapons, and to halt the Cold War-era
nuclear arms race, tensions between coun-
tries that possess nuclear weapons are on the
rise, key nuclear risk reduction treaties are
under threat, significant stockpiles of weap-
ons-usable fissile material remain, and a
qualitative global nuclear arms race is now
underway with each of the countries that
possess nuclear weapons spending tens of bil-
lions of dollars each year to maintain and
improve their arsenals.

(8) The Russian Federation is pursuing the
development of destabilizing types of nuclear
weapons that are not presently covered
under any existing arms control treaty or
agreement and the People’s Republic of
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China, India, Pakistan, and the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea have each taken
concerning steps to diversify their more
modest sized, but nonetheless very deadly,
nuclear arsenals.

(9) President Joseph R. Biden’s 2022 Nu-
clear Posture Review was right to label the
nuclear-armed sea-launched cruise missile as
‘“no longer necessary’’, as that missile, if de-
ployed, would have the effect of lowering the
threshold for nuclear weapons use.

(10) On February 3, 2021, President Joseph
R. Biden preserved binding and verifiable
limits on the deployed and non-deployed
strategic forces of the largest two nuclear
weapons powers through the five-year exten-
sion of the Treaty between the United States
of America and the Russian Federation on
Measures for the Further Reduction and
Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms,
signed April 8, 2010, and entered into force
February 5, 2011 (commonly referred to as
the “New START Treaty”).

(11) In 2013, the report on a nuclear weap-
ons employment strategy of the United
States submitted under section 492 of title
10, United States Code, determined that it is
possible to ensure the security of the United
States and allies and partners of the United
States and maintain a strong and credible
strategic deterrent while safely pursuing up
to a %5 reduction in deployed nuclear weap-
ons from the level established in the New
START Treaty.

(12) On January 12, 2017, then-Vice Presi-
dent Biden stated, ‘‘[G]iven our non-nuclear
capabilities and the nature of today’s
threats—it’s hard to envision a plausible sce-
nario in which the first use of nuclear weap-
ons by the United States would be necessary.
Or make sense.””.

(13) In light of moves by the United States
and other countries to increase their reli-
ance on nuclear weapons, a global nuclear
freeze would seek to halt the new nuclear
arms race by seeking conclusion of a com-
prehensive and verifiable freeze on the test-
ing, deployment, and production of nuclear
weapons and delivery vehicles for such weap-
ons.

(14) The reckless and repeated nuclear
threats by Russian President Vladimir Putin
since the February 2022 invasion of Ukraine
by the Russian Federation underscore the
need for a global nuclear freeze.

(c) STATEMENT OF PoLicY.—The following
is the policy of the United States:

(1) The United States should build upon its
decades long, bipartisan efforts to reduce the
number and salience of nuclear weapons by
leading international negotiations on spe-
cific arms-reduction measures as part of a
21st century global nuclear freeze movement.

(2) Building on the 2021 extension of the
New START Treaty, the United States
should engage with all other countries that
possess nuclear weapons to seek to negotiate
and conclude future multilateral arms con-
trol, disarmament, and risk reduction agree-
ments, which should contain some or all of
the following provisions:

(A) An agreement by the United States and
the Russian Federation on a resumption of
on-site inspections and verification measures
per the New START Treaty and a follow-on
treaty or agreement to the New START
Treaty that may lower the central limits of
the Treaty and cover new Kinds of strategic
delivery vehicles or non-strategic nuclear
weapons.

(B) An agreement on a verifiable freeze on
the testing, production, and further deploy-
ment of all nuclear weapons and delivery ve-
hicles for such weapons.

(C) An agreement that establishes a
verifiable numerical ceiling on the deployed
shorter-range and intermediate-range and
strategic delivery systems (as defined by the
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Treaty Between the United States of Amer-
ica and the Union of Soviet Socialist Repub-
lics on the Elimination of Their
Intermediate- Range and Shorter-Range Mis-
siles signed at Washington December 8, 1987,
and entered into force June 1, 1988 (com-
monly referred to as the ‘‘Intermediate-
Range Nuclear Forces Treaty’’), and the New
START Treaty, respectively) and the nuclear
warheads associated with such systems be-
longing to the P5, and to the extent possible,
all countries that possess nuclear weapons,
at August 2, 2019, levels.

(D) An agreement by each country to adopt
a policy of no first use of nuclear weapons or
provide transparency into its nuclear declar-
atory policy.

(E) An agreement on a proactive United
Nations Security Council resolution that ex-
pands access by the International Atomic
Energy Agency to any country found by the
Board of Governors of that Agency to be non-
compliant with its obligations under the
NPT.

(F) An agreement to refrain from config-
uring nuclear forces in a ‘‘launch on warn-
ing”’ or ‘“launch under warning’’ nuclear pos-
ture, which may prompt a nuclear armed
country to launch a ballistic missile attack
in response to detection by an early-warning
satellite or sensor of a suspected incoming
ballistic missile.

(G) An agreement not to target or interfere
in the nuclear command, control, and com-
munications (commonly referred to as
““NC3”’) infrastructure of another country
through a kinetic attack or a cyberattack.

(H) An agreement on transparency meas-
ures or verifiable limits, or both, on
hypersonic cruise missiles and glide vehicles
that are fired from sea-based, ground, and air
platforms.

(I) An agreement to provide a baseline and
continuous exchanges detailing the aggre-
gate number of active nuclear weapons and
associated systems possessed by each coun-
try.

(3) The United States should rejuvenate ef-
forts in the United Nations Conference on
Disarmament toward the negotiation of a
verifiable Fissile Material Treaty or Fissile
Material Cutoff Treaty, or move negotia-
tions to another international body or fora,
such as a meeting of the P5. Successful con-
clusion of such a treaty would verifiably pre-
vent any country’s production of highly en-
riched uranium and plutonium for use in nu-
clear weapons.

(4) The United States should convene a se-
ries of head-of-state level summits on nu-
clear disarmament modeled on the Nuclear
Security Summits process, which saw the
elimination of the equivalent of 3,000 nuclear
weapons.

(5) The President should seek ratification
by the Senate of the CTBT and mobilize all
countries covered by Annex 2 of the CTBT to
pursue similar action to hasten entry into
force of the CTBT. The entry into force of
the CTBT, for which ratification by the
United States will provide critical momen-
tum, will activate the CTBT’s onsite inspec-
tion provision to investigate allegations that
any country that is a party to the CTBT has
conducted a nuclear test of any yield.

(6) The President should make the acces-
sion of North Korea to the CTBT a compo-
nent of any final agreement in fulfilling the
pledges the Government of North Korea
made in Singapore, as North Korea is report-
edly the only country to have conducted a
nuclear explosive test since 1998.

(7) The United States should—

(A) refrain from developing any new de-
signs for nuclear warheads or bombs, but es-
pecially designs that could add a level of
technical uncertainty into the United States
stockpile and thus renew calls to resume nu-
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clear explosive testing in order to test that
new design; and

(B) seek reciprocal commitments from
other countries that possess nuclear weap-
ons.

(d) PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS FOR NU-
CLEAR TEST EXPLOSIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—None of the funds author-
ized to be appropriated or otherwise made
available for fiscal year 2024 or any fiscal
year thereafter, or authorized to be appro-
priated or otherwise made available for any
fiscal year before fiscal year 2024 and avail-
able for obligation as of the date of the en-
actment of this Act, may be obligated or ex-
pended to conduct or make preparations for
any explosive nuclear weapons test that pro-
duces any yield until such time as—

(A) the President submits to Congress an
addendum to the report required by section
4205 of the Atomic Energy Defense Act (50
U.S.C. 2525) that details any change to the
condition of the United States nuclear weap-
ons stockpile from the report submitted
under that section in the preceding year; and

(B) there is enacted into law a joint resolu-
tion of Congress that approves the test.

(1) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Paragraph (1)
does not limit nuclear stockpile stewardship
activities that are consistent with the zero-
yield standard and other requirements under
law.

SA 344. Mr. MARKEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1282. REPORT ON ARMS TRAFFICKING IN
HAITI.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of State, in consultation with
the Secretary of Commerce and the Attorney
General, shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report on arms traf-
ficking in Haiti.

(b) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED.—The report
shall include the following:

(1) The number and category of United
States-origin weapons in Haiti, including
those in possession of the Haitian National
Police or other state authorities and di-
verted outside of their control and the num-
ber of United States-origin weapons believed
to be illegally trafficked from the United
States since 1991.

(2) The major routes by which illegal arms
are trafficked into Haiti.

(3) The major Haitian seaports, airports,
and other border crossings where illegal
arms are trafficked.

(4) An accounting of the ways individuals
trafficking arms to Haiti evade Haitian and
United States law enforcement and customs
officials.

(5) A description of networks among Hai-
tian government officials, Haitian customs
officials, and gangs and others illegally in-
volved in arms trafficking.

(6) Whether any end-use agreements be-
tween the United States and Haiti in the
issuance of United States-origin weapons
have been violated.

(c) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term
‘“‘appropriate congressional committees”
means—
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(1) the Committee on Armed Services, the
Committee on Foreign Relations, and the
Committee on the Judiciary of the Senate;
and

(2) the Committee on Armed Services, the
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

SA 345. Mr. MARKEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1282. REPORT ON DANGERS POSED BY NU-
CLEAR REACTORS IN AREAS THAT
MIGHT EXPERIENCE ARMED CON-
FLICT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense and the Adminis-
trator for Nuclear Security shall jointly sub-
mit to the appropriate committees of Con-
gress a report assessing the following:

(1) The dangers posed to the national secu-
rity of the United States, to the interests of
allies and partners of the United States, and
to the safety and security of civilian popu-
lations, by nuclear reactors and nuclear
power plants in existence as of such date of
enactment or scheduled to be completed dur-
ing the 10-year period beginning on such date
of enactment and located in the following
areas:

(A) Regions that have experienced armed
conflict in the 25 years preceding such date
of enactment.

(B) Areas that are contested or likely to
experience armed conflict during the life
span of those reactors and plants.

(C) Areas that would be involved in any of
the following hypothetical conflicts:

(i) An attack by the Russian Federation on
the eastern European countries of Estonia,
Latvia, Belarus, Lithuania, or Poland.

(ii) A conflict between India and Pakistan.

(iii) A conflict over Taiwan.

(iv) An attack by North Korea on South
Korea.

(2) Steps the United States or allies and
partners of the United States can take to
prevent, prepare for, and mitigate the risks
to the national security of the TUnited
States, to the interests of allies and partners
of the United States, and to the safety and
security of civilian populations, posed by nu-
clear reactors and power plants in places
that may experience armed conflict.

(b) FOorRM OF REPORT.—The report required
by subsection (a) shall be submitted in un-
classified form but may include a classified
annex.

(¢) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’’ means—

(1) the Committee on Armed Services, the
Committee on Foreign Relations, and the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works of the Senate; and

(2) the Committee on Armed Services, the
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce of the
House of Representatives.

SA 346. Mr. MARKEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
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military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XV, insert
the following:

SEC. 15 . SMARTER APPROACHES TO NU-
CLEAR EXPENDITURES ACT.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“‘Smarter Approaches to Nuclear
Expenditures Act”.

(b) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) The United States continues to main-
tain an excessively large and costly arsenal
of nuclear delivery systems and warheads
that are a holdover from the Cold War.

(2) The current nuclear arsenal of the
United States includes approximately 3,708
total nuclear warheads in its military stock-
pile, of which approximately 1,744 are de-
ployed with five delivery components: land-
based intercontinental ballistic missiles,
submarine-launched ballistic missiles, long-
range strategic bomber aircraft armed with
nuclear gravity bombs, long-range strategic
bomber aircraft armed with nuclear-armed
air-launched cruise missiles, and short-range
fighter aircraft that can deliver nuclear
gravity bombs. The strategic bomber fleet of
the United States comprises 87 B-52 and 20
B-2 aircraft, over 66 of which contribute to
the nuclear mission. The United States also
maintains 400 intercontinental ballistic mis-
siles and 14 Ohio-class submarines, up to 12
of which are deployed. Each of those sub-
marines is armed with approximately 90 nu-
clear warheads.

(3) Between fiscal years 2021 and 2030, the
United States will spend an estimated
$634,000,000,000 to maintain and recapitalize
its nuclear force, according to a January 2019
estimate from the Congressional Budget Of-
fice, an increase of $140,000,000,000 from the
Congressional Budget Office’s 2019 estimate,
with 36 percent of that additional cost stem-
ming ‘“‘mainly from new plans for modern-
izing [the Department of Energy’s] produc-
tion facilities and from [the Department of
Defense’s] modernization programs moving
more fully into production’.

(4) Adjusted for inflation, the Congres-
sional Budget Office estimates that the
United States will spend $634,000,000,000 be-
tween 2021 and 2030 on new nuclear weapons
and modernization and infrastructure pro-
grams, an estimate that in total is 28 percent
higher than the Congressional Budget Of-
fice’s most recent previous estimate of the
10-year costs of nuclear forces.

(5) Inaccurate budget forecasting is likely
to continue to plague the Department of De-
fense and the Department of Energy, as evi-
denced by the fiscal year 2023 budget request
of the President for the National Nuclear Se-
curity Administration ‘“Weapon Activities”
account, which far exceeded what the Na-
tional Nuclear Security Administration had
projected in previous years.

(6) The projected growth in nuclear weap-
ons spending is coming due as the Depart-
ment of Defense is seeking to replace large
portions of its conventional forces to better
compete with the Russian Federation and
the People’s Republic of China and as inter-
nal and external fiscal pressures are likely to
limit the growth of, and perhaps reduce,
military spending. As then-Air Force Chief
of Staff General Dave Goldfein said in 2020,
“I think a debate is that this will be the first
time that the nation has tried to simulta-
neously modernize the nuclear enterprise
while it’s trying to modernize an aging con-
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ventional enterprise. The current budget
does not allow you to do both.”.

(7) In 2023, the Government Accountability
Office released a report entitled ‘‘Nuclear
Weapons: NNSA Does Not Have a Com-
prehensive Schedule or Cost Estimate for Pit
Production Capability’’, stating the National
Nuclear Security Administration ‘‘had lim-
ited assurance that it would be able to
produce sufficient numbers of pits in time”
to meet the requirement under section 4219
of the Atomic Energy Defense Act (60 U.S.C.
25638a) that the National Nuclear Security
Administration produce 80 plutonium pits by
2030.

(8) According to the Government Account-
ability Office, the National Nuclear Security
Administration has still not factored afford-
ability concerns into its planning as was rec-
ommended by the Government Account-
ability Office in 2017, with the warning that
‘it is essential for NNSA to present informa-
tion to Congress and other key decision
makers indicating whether the agency has
prioritized certain modernization programs
or considered trade-offs (such as deferring or
cancelling specific modernization pro-
grams)’’. Instead, the budget estimate of the
Department of Energy for nuclear mod-
ernization activities during the period of fis-
cal years 2021 through 2025 was
$81,000,000,000—8$15,000,000,000 more than the
2020 budget estimate of the Department for
the same period.

(9) A December 2020 Congressional Budget
Office analysis showed that the projected
costs of nuclear forces over the next decade
can be reduced by $12,400,000,000 to
$13,600,000,000 by trimming back current
plans, while still maintaining a triad of de-
livery systems. Even larger savings would
accrue over the subsequent decade.

(10) The Department of Defense’s June 2013
nuclear policy guidance entitled ‘‘Report on
Nuclear Employment Strategy of the United
States’” found that force levels under the
April 2010 Treaty on Measures for the Fur-
ther Reduction and Limitation of Strategic
Offensive Arms between the United States
and the Russian Federation (commonly
known as the ‘“New START Treaty’) ‘‘are
more than adequate for what the United
States needs to fulfill its national security
objectives” and can be reduced by up to Vs
below levels under the New START Treaty
to 1,000 to 1,100 warheads.

(11) Former President Trump expanded the
role of, and spending on, nuclear weapons in
United States policy at the same time that
he withdrew from, unsigned, or otherwise
terminated a series of important arms con-
trol and nonproliferation agreements.

(¢) REDUCTIONS IN NUCLEAR FORCES.—

(1) REDUCTION OF NUCLEAR-ARMED SUB-
MARINES.—Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, none of the funds authorized to
be appropriated or otherwise made available
for fiscal year 2024 or any fiscal year there-
after for the Department of Defense may be
obligated or expended for purchasing more
than eight Columbia-class submarines.

(2) REDUCTION OF GROUND-BASED MISSILES.—
Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
beginning in fiscal year 2024, the forces of
the Air Force shall include not more than 150
intercontinental ballistic missiles.

(3) REDUCTION OF DEPLOYED STRATEGIC WAR-
HEADS.—Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, beginning in fiscal year 2024, the
forces of the United States Military shall in-
clude not more than 1,000 deployed strategic
warheads, as that term is defined in the New
START Treaty.

(4) LIMITATION ON NEW LONG-RANGE PENE-
TRATING BOMBER AIRCRAFT.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, none of
the funds authorized to be appropriated or
otherwise made available for any of fiscal
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years 2024 through 2028 for the Department of
Defense may be obligated or expended for
purchasing more than 80 B-21 long-range
penetrating bomber aircraft.

(5) PROHIBITION ON F-35 NUCLEAR MISSION.—
Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
none of the funds authorized to be appro-
priated or otherwise made available for fis-
cal year 2024 or any fiscal year thereafter for
the Department of Defense or the Depart-
ment of Energy may be used to make the F-
356 Joint Strike Fighter aircraft capable of
carrying nuclear weapons.

(6) PROHIBITION ON NEW AIR-LAUNCHED
CRUISE MISSILE.—Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, none of the funds author-
ized to be appropriated or otherwise made
available for fiscal year 2024 or any fiscal
year thereafter for the Department of De-
fense or the Department of Energy may be
obligated or expended for the research, de-
velopment, test, and evaluation or procure-
ment of the long-range stand-off weapon or
any other new air-launched cruise missile or
for the W80 warhead life extension program.

(7) PROHIBITION ON NEW INTERCONTINENTAL
BALLISTIC MISSILE.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, none of the funds au-
thorized to be appropriated or otherwise
made available for fiscal year 2024 or any fis-
cal year thereafter for the Department of De-
fense may be obligated or expended for the
research, development, test, and evaluation
or procurement of the LGM-35 Sentinel, pre-
viously known as the ground-based strategic
deterrent, or any new intercontinental bal-
listic missile.

(8) TERMINATION OF URANIUM PROCESSING
FACILITY.—Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, none of the funds authorized to
be appropriated or otherwise made available
for fiscal year 2024 or any fiscal year there-
after for the Department of Defense or the
Department of Energy may be obligated or
expended for the Uranium Processing Facil-
ity located at the Y-12 National Security
Complex, Oak Ridge, Tennessee.

(9) PROHIBITION ON PROCUREMENT AND DE-
PLOYMENT OF NEW LOW-YIELD WARHEAD.—Not-
withstanding any other provision of law,
none of the funds authorized to be appro-
priated or otherwise made available for fis-
cal year 2024 or any fiscal year thereafter for
the Department of Defense or the Depart-
ment of Energy may be obligated or ex-
pended to deploy the W76-2 low-yield nuclear
warhead or any other low-yield or nonstra-
tegic nuclear warhead.

(10) PROHIBITION ON NEW SUBMARINE-
LAUNCHED CRUISE MISSILE.—Notwithstanding
any other provision of law, none of the funds
authorized to be appropriated or otherwise
made available for fiscal year 2024 or any fis-
cal year thereafter for the Department of De-
fense or the Department of Energy may be
obligated or expended for the research, de-
velopment, test, and evaluation or procure-
ment of a new submarine-launched cruise
missile capable of carrying a low-yield or
nonstrategic nuclear warhead, as the 2022
Nuclear Posture Review found this system
‘“‘no longer necessary’’.

(11) LIMITATION ON PLUTONIUM PIT PRODUC-
TION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, none of the funds au-
thorized to be appropriated or otherwise
made available for fiscal year 2024 or any fis-
cal year thereafter for the Department of De-
fense or the Department of Energy may be
obligated or expended for expanding produc-
tion of plutonium pits at the Los Alamos Na-
tional Laboratory, Los Alamos, New Mexico,
or the Savannah River Site, South Carolina,
until the Administrator for Nuclear Security
submits to the appropriate committees of
Congress an integrated master schedule and
total estimated cost for the National Nu-
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clear Security Administration’s overall plu-
tonium pit production effort during the pe-
riod of 2025 through 2035.

(B) REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHEDULE.—The
schedule required to be submitted under
paragraph (1) shall—

(i) include timelines, resources, and budg-
ets for planned work; and

(ii) be consistent with modern manage-
ment standards and best practices as de-
scribed in guidelines of the Government Ac-
countability Office.

(12) PROHIBITION ON SUSTAINMENT OF B83-1
BOMB.—Notwithstanding other provision of
law, none of the funds authorized to be ap-
propriated or otherwise made available for
fiscal year 2024 or any fiscal year thereafter
for the Department of Defense or the Depart-
ment of Energy may be obligated or ex-
pended for the sustainment of the B83-1
bomb, as the 2022 Nuclear Posture Review de-
clared the B83-1 ‘‘will be retired”.

(13) PROHIBITION ON SPACE-BASED MISSILE
DEFENSE.—Notwithstanding other provision
of law, none of the funds authorized to be ap-
propriated or otherwise made available for
fiscal year 2024 or any fiscal year thereafter
for the Department of Defense or the Depart-
ment of Energy may be obligated or ex-
pended for the research, development, test,
and evaluation or procurement of a space-
based missile defense system.

(14) PROHIBITION ON THE W-93 WARHEAD.—
Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
none of the funds authorized to be appro-
priated or otherwise made available for fis-
cal year 2024 or any fiscal year thereafter for
the Department of Defense or the Depart-
ment of Energy may be obligated or ex-
pended for the procurement and deployment
of a W-93 warhead on a submarine launched
ballistic missile.

(d) REPORTS REQUIRED.—

(1) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Defense and the Sec-
retary of Energy shall jointly submit to the
appropriate committees of Congress a report
outlining the plan of each Secretary to carry
out subsection (c).

(2) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than March
1, 2024, and annually thereafter, the Sec-
retary of Defense and the Secretary of En-
ergy shall jointly submit to the appropriate
committees of Congress a report outlining
the plan of each Secretary to carry out sub-
section (c¢), including any updates to pre-
viously submitted reports.

(3) ANNUAL NUCLEAR WEAPONS ACCOUNT-
ING.—Not later than September 30, 2024, and
annually thereafter, the President shall
transmit to the appropriate committees of
Congress a report containing a comprehen-
sive accounting by the Director of the Office
of Management and Budget of the amounts
obligated and expended by the Federal Gov-
ernment for each nuclear weapon and related
nuclear program during—

(A) the fiscal year covered by the report;
and

(B) the life cycle of such weapon or pro-
gram.

(4) COST ESTIMATE REPORT.—Not later than
180 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary of Defense and the
Secretary of Energy shall jointly submit to
the appropriate committees of Congress a re-
port outlining the estimated cost savings
that result from carrying out subsection (c).

(e) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’ means—

(1) the Committee on Armed Services, the
Committee on Foreign Relations, the Com-
mittee on Appropriations, and the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources of
the Senate; and
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(2) the Committee on Armed Services, the
Committee on Foreign Affairs, the Com-
mittee on Appropriations, the Committee on
Energy and Commerce, and the Committee
on Natural Resources of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

SA 347. Mr. MARKEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC.

RESTRICTION
CLEAR STRIKES.

(a) FINDINGS AND DECLARATION OF POLICY.—

(1) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the following:

(A) The Constitution gives Congress the
sole power to declare war.

(B) The framers of the Constitution under-
stood that the monumental decision to go to
war, which can result in massive death and
the destruction of civilized society, must be
made by the representatives of the people
and not by a single person.

(C) As stated by section 2(c) of the War
Powers Resolution (Public Law 93-148; 50
U.S.C. 1541), ‘‘the constitutional powers of
the President as Commander-in-Chief to in-
troduce United States Armed Forces into
hostilities, or into situations where immi-
nent involvement in hostilities is clearly in-
dicated by the circumstances, are exercised
only pursuant to (1) a declaration of war, (2)
specific statutory authorization, or (3) a na-
tional emergency created by attack upon the
United States, its territories or possessions,
or its armed forces”.

(D) Nuclear weapons are uniquely powerful
weapons that have the capability to in-
stantly kill millions of people, create long-
term health and environmental con-
sequences throughout the world, directly un-
dermine global peace, and put the United
States at existential risk from retaliatory
nuclear strikes.

(E) A first-use nuclear strike carried out
by the United States would constitute a
major act of war.

(F) A first-use nuclear strike conducted ab-
sent a declaration of war by Congress would
violate the Constitution.

(G) The President has the sole authority to
authorize the use of nuclear weapons, an
order which military officers of the United
States must carry out in accordance with
their obligations under the Uniform Code of
Military Justice.

(H) Given its exclusive power under the
Constitution to declare war, Congress must
provide meaningful checks and balances to
the President’s sole authority to authorize
the use of a nuclear weapon.

(2) DECLARATION OF POLICY.—It is the pol-
icy of the United States that no first-use nu-
clear strike should be conducted absent a
declaration of war by Congress.

(b) PROHIBITION ON CONDUCT OF FIRST-USE
NUCLEAR STRIKES.—

(1) PROHIBITION.—No Federal funds may be
obligated or expended to conduct a first-use
nuclear strike unless such strike is con-
ducted pursuant to a war declared by Con-
gress that expressly authorizes such strike.

(2) FIRST-USE NUCLEAR STRIKE DEFINED.—In
this section, the term ‘‘first-use nuclear
strike”” means an attack using nuclear weap-
ons against an enemy that is conducted
without the Secretary of Defense and the

ON FIRST-USE NU-
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Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff first
confirming to the President that there has
been a nuclear strike against the United
States, its territories, or its allies (as speci-
fied in section 3(b)(2) of the Arms Export
Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2753(b)(2))).

SA 348. Mr. HICKENLOOPER (for
himself, Mr. ScoTT of South Carolina,
Mr. OssorF, and Ms. COLLINS) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 2226, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2024 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place in subtitle G of
title XII, insert the following:

SEC. . ESTABLISHMENT OF JOHN LEWIS
CIVIL RIGHTS FELLOWSHIP PRO-
GRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Mutual Educational
and Cultural Exchange Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C.
2451 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“SEC. 115. JOHN LEWIS CIVIL RIGHTS FELLOW-
SHIP PROGRAM.

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
the John Lewis Civil Rights Fellowship Pro-
gram (referred to in this section as the ‘Fel-
lowship Program’) within the J. William Ful-
bright Educational Exchange Program.

‘“(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the Fel-
lowship Program are—

‘(1) to honor the legacy of Representative
John Lewis by promoting a greater under-
standing of the history and tenets of non-
violent civil rights movements; and

‘(2) to advance foreign policy priorities of
the United States by promoting studies, re-
search, and international exchange in the
subject of nonviolent movements that estab-
lished and protected civil rights around the
world.

‘‘(c) ADMINISTRATION.—The Bureau of Edu-
cational and Cultural Affairs (referred to in
this section as the ‘Bureau’) shall administer
the Fellowship Program in accordance with
policy guidelines established by the Board,
in consultation with the binational Ful-
bright Commissions and United States Em-
bassies.

‘‘(d) SELECTION OF FELLOWS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Board shall annually
select qualified individuals to participate in
the Fellowship Program. The Bureau may
determine the number of fellows selected
each year, which, whenever feasible, shall be
not fewer than 25.

*“(2) OUTREACH.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—To the extent prac-
ticable, the Bureau shall conduct outreach
at institutions, including—

‘(1) minority serving institutions, includ-
ing historically Black colleges and univer-
sities; and

‘‘(ii) other appropriate institutions, as de-
termined by the Bureau.

‘“(B) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph:

‘(1) HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGE AND UNI-
VERSITY.—The term ‘historically Black col-
lege and university’ has the meaning given
the term ‘part B institution’ in section 322 of
the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1061).

¢“(ii) MINORITY SERVING INSTITUTION.—The
term ‘minority-serving institution’ means an
eligible institution under section 371(a) of
the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1067q(a)).
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‘‘(e) FELLOWSHIP ORIENTATION.—Annually,
the Bureau shall organize and administer a
fellowship orientation, which shall—

‘(1) be held in Washington, D.C., or at an-
other location selected by the Bureau; and

‘“(2) include programming to honor the leg-
acy of Representative John Lewis.

“(f) STRUCTURE.—

‘(1) WORK PLAN.—To carry out the pur-
poses described in subsection (b)—

‘“(A) each fellow selected pursuant to sub-
section (d) shall arrange an internship or re-
search placement—

‘(i) with a nongovernmental organization,
academic institution, or other organization
approved by the Bureau; and

‘“(ii) in a country with an operational Ful-
bright U.S. Student Program; and

‘“(B) the Bureau shall, for each fellow, ap-
prove a work plan that identifies the target
objectives for the fellow, including specific
duties and responsibilities relating to those
objectives.

¢“(2) CONFERENCES;
fellow shall—

‘““(A) attend a fellowship orientation orga-
nized and administered by the Bureau under
subsection (e);

‘“(B) not later than the date that is 1 year
after the end of the fellowship period, attend
a fellowship summit organized and adminis-
tered by the Bureau, which—

‘(i) whenever feasible, shall be held in At-
lanta, Georgia, or another location of impor-
tance to the civil rights movement in the
United States; and

‘‘(ii) may coincide with other events facili-
tated by the Bureau; and

“(C) at such summit, give a presentation
on lessons learned during the period of fel-
lowship.

‘(3) FELLOWSHIP PERIOD.—Each fellowship
under this section shall continue for a period
determined by the Bureau, which, whenever
feasible, shall be not fewer than 10 months.

‘(g) FELLOWSHIP AWARD.—The Bureau
shall provide each fellow under this section
with an allowance that is equal to the
amount needed for—

‘(1) the reasonable costs of the fellow dur-
ing the fellowship period; and

‘“(2) travel and lodging expenses related to
attending the orientation and summit re-
quired under subsection (e)(2).

‘“(h) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than 1
year after the date of the completion of the
Fellowship Program by the initial cohort of
fellows selected under subsection (d), and an-
nually thereafter, the Secretary of State
shall submit to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs of the House of Representatives and
the Committee on Foreign Relations of the
Senate a report on the implementation of
the Fellowship Program, including—

‘(1) a description of the demographics of
the cohort of fellows who completed a fellow-
ship during the preceding 1-year period;

‘“(2) a description of internship and re-
search placements, and research projects se-
lected by such cohort, under the Fellowship
Program, including feedback from—

‘“(A) such cohort on implementation of the
Fellowship Program; and

‘(B) the Secretary on lessons learned; and

‘“(3) an analysis of trends relating to the
diversity of each cohort of fellows and the
topics of projects completed since the estab-
lishment of the Fellowship Program.”’.

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS TO THE MUTUAL EDUCATIONAL AND
CULTURAL EXCHANGE ACT OF 1961.—Section
112(a) of the Mutual Educational and Cul-
tural Exchange Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2460(a))
is amended—

(1) in paragraph (8), by striking ‘‘; and” and
inserting a semicolon;

(2) in paragraph (9), by striking the period
and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and
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(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘(10) the John Lewis Civil Rights Fellow-
ship Program established under section 115,
which provides funding for international in-
ternships and research placements for early-
to mid-career individuals from the United
States to study nonviolent civil rights move-
ments in self-arranged placements with uni-
versities or nongovernmental organizations
in foreign countries.”’.

SA 349. Mr. HICKENLOOPER (for
himself and Mr. BENNET) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

Strike section 1509.

SA 350. Mr. CORNYN (for himself,
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. RISCH) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 2226, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2024 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing

SEC. . TREATMENT OF EXEMPTIONS UNDER
FARA.

(a) DEFINITION.—Section 1 of the Foreign
Agents Registration Act of 1938, as amended
(22 U.S.C. 611) is amended by adding at the
end the following:

‘(q) The term ‘country of concern’ means—

‘(1) the People’s Republic of China;

‘“(2) the Russian Federation;

‘“(3) the Islamic Republic of Iran;

‘“(4) the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea;

‘() the Republic of Cuba; and

‘“(6) the Syrian Arab Republic.”.

(b) EXEMPTIONS.—Section 3 of the Foreign
Agents Registration Act of 1938, as amended
(22 U.S.C. 613), is amended, in the matter pre-
ceding subsection (a), by inserting ‘¢, except
that the exemptions under subsections (d)(1)
and (h) shall not apply to any agent of a for-
eign principal that is a country of concern”
before the colon.

(c) SUNSET.—The amendments made by
subsections (a) and (b) shall terminate on Oc-
tober 1, 2025.

SA 351. Ms. STABENOW (for herself
and Mr. THUNE) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to
the bill S. 2226, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2024 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle D of title XXXI, add
the following:

SEC. 31 . DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY STUDY
ON ESTABLISHING NATIONAL STRA-
TEGIC PROPANE RESERVE.
(a) STUDY.—
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(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Energy, in consultation with
the Administrator of the Energy Information
Administration, shall complete a study to
determine the feasibility and effectiveness of
establishing a national strategic propane re-
serve, separate from the Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve established under part B of
title I of the Energy Policy and Conservation
Act (42 U.S.C. 6231 et seq.).

(2) ELEMENTS.—The study under paragraph
(1) shall include—

(A) an assessment of the current state of
the propane supply chain in the United
States to meet current and forecasted con-
sumer demands;

(B) an assessment of the risks of regional
propane supply disruptions, including—

(i) past causes of disruptions;

(ii) possible causes of disruptions in the fu-
ture; and

(iii) whether disruptions justify the estab-
lishment of a national strategic propane re-
serve;

(C) an evaluation of—

(i) appropriate and most suitable locations
for a strategic propane reserve;

(ii) the quantity of propane storage that
would be appropriate at each such location;
and

(iii) the suitability of existing infrastruc-
ture to facilitate transportation and delivery
of propane from a strategic propane reserve
during a drawdown;

(D) an evaluation of the additional infra-
structure needed for a strategic propane re-
serve to function properly;

(E) consideration of the means by which a
strategic propane reserve would prevent and
manage degradation of the propane in stor-
age;

(F) an evaluation of appropriate triggers
(including price and supply) for making
available propane from a strategic reserve;

(G) an evaluation of the appropriate man-
ner of acquiring propane and propane storage
for a strategic reserve, while minimizing
market implications, including an assess-
ment of—

(i) unutilized and under-utilized storage;
and

(ii) new storage opportunities;

(H) an evaluation of the appropriate trans-
actions (including direct sales, exchanges, or
other options) for delivering propane in a
strategic reserve to the market when a re-
lease is triggered;

(I) an evaluation of likely consumers (in-
cluding individuals, agricultural producers,
and the Armed Forces) of propane from a
strategic reserve, including—

(i) identification and categorization of
those consumers;

(ii) a State-by-State breakdown of propane
usage by those consumers; and

(iii) an evaluation of the expected impacts
of a strategic propane reserve on those cat-
egories of consumers and States;

(J) an evaluation of the market implica-
tions of establishing and administering a
strategic propane reserve, including an as-
sessment of potential price and supply ef-
fects; and

(K) identification, preliminary assessment,
and evaluation of alternatives to a strategic
propane reserve that could provide supply
and price relief during regional propane sup-
ply disruptions.

(3) RECOMMENDATIONS.—In conducting the
study under this subsection, the Secretary of
Energy shall develop recommendations with
respect to each element of the study de-
scribed in paragraph (2) regarding—

(A) whether a national strategic propane
reserve should be established; and
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(B) if such a reserve should be established,
the most practicable method of establish-
ment.

(b) PLAN.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of completion of the study under sub-
section (a), the Secretary of Energy shall de-
velop a plan for implementing the rec-
ommendations developed under paragraph (3)
of that subsection.

(c) INDUSTRY COORDINATION.—In conducting
the study under subsection (a) and devel-
oping the plan under subsection (b), the Sec-
retary of Energy is encouraged to coordinate
with entities in the propane industry, includ-
ing representatives from the entire propane
supply chain.

(d) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—The Sec-
retary of Energy shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources of
the Senate and the Committee on Energy
and Commerce of the House of Representa-
tives a report describing—

(1) the study completed under subsection
(a); and

(2) the plan developed under subsection (b).

(e) PROTECTION OF NATIONAL SECURITY IN-
FORMATION.—Before submitting the report
under subsection (d), or otherwise publishing
the study completed under subsection (a) or
the plan developed under subsection (b), the
Secretary of Energy shall adopt such proce-
dures with respect to confidentiality (includ-
ing procedures for redaction of information)
as the Secretary determines to be necessary
to ensure the protection of classified infor-
mation relating to specific vulnerabilities to
United States energy security or reliability.

SA 352. Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for him-
self and Mr. CORNYN) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title X, insert
the following:

SEC. 10 . COORDINATOR FOR COMBATING
FOREIGN KLEPTOCRACY AND COR-
RUPTION.

Section 101 of the National Security Act of
1947 (50 U.S.C. 3021) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘; and”
and inserting a semicolon;

(B) in paragraph (4), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ¢‘; and”’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘() coordinate, without assuming oper-
ational authority, the United States Govern-
ment efforts to identify and seize assets that
are the proceeds of corruption pertaining to
China, Iran, North Korea, Russia, or any
other country of concern and identifying the
national security implications of strategic
corruption in such countries.”.

(2) by redesignating subsection (h) as sub-
section (i); and

(3) by inserting after subsection (g) the fol-
lowing:

““(h) COORDINATOR FOR COMBATING FOREIGN
KLEPTOCRACY AND CORRUPTION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The President shall des-
ignate an employee of the National Security
Council to be responsible for—

‘““(A) the coordination of the interagency
process for identifying and seizing assets
that are the proceeds of corruption per-
taining to China, Iran, North Korea, Russia,
or any other country of concern; and

‘“(B) identifying the national security im-
plications of strategic corruption in such
countries.
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‘“(2) RESPONSIBILITIES.—In addition to co-
ordination and identification described in
paragraph (1), the employee designated pur-
suant to paragraph (1) shall be responsible
for the following:

‘“(A) Coordinating and deconflicting anti-
corruption and counter-kleptocracy initia-
tives across the Federal Government, includ-
ing those at the Department of State, the
Department of Justice, and the TUnited
States Agency for International Develop-
ment.

“(B) Informing deliberations of the Council
by highlighting the wide-ranging and desta-
bilizing effects of corruption on a variety of
issues, including drug trafficking, arms traf-
ficking, sanctions evasion, cybercrime, vot-
ing rights and global democracy initiatives,
and other matters of concern to the Council.

*“(3) COORDINATION WITH COORDINATOR FOR
COMBATING MALIGN FOREIGN INFLUENCE OPER-
ATIONS AND CAMPAIGNS.—The employee des-
ignated under paragraph (1) of this sub-
section shall coordinate with the employee
designated under subsection (g)(1).

‘“(4) LIAISON.—The employee designated
under paragraph (1) shall serve as a liaison,
for purposes of coordination described in
such paragraph and paragraph (2)(A), with
the following:

“‘(A) The Department of the Treasury.

‘“(B) The Department of Justice.

¢(C) The Department of Defense.

‘(D) The intelligence community.

‘“(E) The Department of State.

‘“(F) The United States Agency for Inter-
national Development.

‘“(G) Good government
groups in civil society.”.

SA 353. Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for him-
self and Mr. RISCH) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title X, insert
the following:

SEC. . AMENDMENT TO DEPARTMENT OF
STATE REWARDS PROGRAM.

Section 36(b) of the State Department
Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C.
2708(b)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (13), by striking ‘‘; or’’ and
inserting a semicolon;

(2) in paragraph (14), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘‘(15) the identification or location of any
person that—

“‘(A) knowingly, directly or indirectly, im-
ports, exports, or reexports to, into, or from
any country any good, service, or technology
controlled for export by the United States
because of the use of such good, service, or
technology in contravention of a sanction
imposed by the United States or the United
Nations; or

‘(B) knowingly, directly or indirectly, pro-
vides training, advice, or other services or
assistance, or engages in significant finan-
cial transactions, relating to any such good,
service, or technology in contravention of
such sanction.”.

SA 354. Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by her to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for

transparency
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military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XXVIII,
insert the following:

SEC. 28 . AUTHORITY FOR MANAGEMENT OF
CERTAIN RECREATIONAL RE-
SOURCES IN CALIFORNIA THROUGH
COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2684 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in the section header, by inserting ‘‘and
recreational’ after ‘“‘cultural’’;

(2) in subsection (a)—

(A) in the first sentence—

(i) by inserting ‘‘or recreational resources”’
after ‘‘cultural resources’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘the cultural resources’’
and inserting ‘‘those resources’’; and

(B) in the second sentence, by inserting ‘¢,
if any funds are required’ before the period
at the end;

(3) in subsection (b)—

(A) in the subsection header, by striking
“CULTURAL RESOURCES”’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘cultural’’; and

(4) in subsection (d)—

(A) by amending the subsection header to
read as follows: ‘“‘DEFINITIONS.—’;

(B) by redesignating paragraphs (1)
through (5) as subparagraphs (A) through (E),
respectively, and moving those subpara-
graphs, as so redesignated, two ems to the
right;

(C) by striking ‘‘In this section, the term”
and inserting ‘‘In this section:

‘(1) The term’’; and

(D) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(2) The term ‘recreational resource’
means a site that is included in the state
seashore of California, as described in sec-
tion 5001.6 of the Public Resources Code of
California, or successor similar provision,
and will be operated as a park unit in the
California State Park system by the Cali-
fornia Department of Parks and Recre-
ation.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 159 of
such title is amended by striking the item
relating to section 2684 and inserting the fol-
lowing new item:
¢‘2684. Cooperative agreements for manage-

ment of cultural and rec-
reational resources.”.

SA 355. Mr. MARKEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XV, insert
the following:

SEC. . REQUIREMENT FOR MEANINGFUL
HUMAN CONTROL TO LAUNCH NU-
CLEAR WEAPONS.

The Secretary of Defense shall ensure that
meaningful human control is required to
launch any nuclear weapon.

SA 356. Mr. COTTON submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
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military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle G of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1083. REFERENCE TO AMERICA’S COLD WAR
CENTER.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) The BAFB Cold War Museum, Inc., a
nonprofit corporation under section 501(c)(3)
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, is re-
sponsible for the finances and management
of the National Cold War Museum at Blythe-
ville/Eaker Air Force Base in Blytheville,
Arkansas.

(2) The National Cold War Center, located
on the Blytheville/Eaker Air Force Base, will
be recognized as a major tourist attraction
in Arkansas that will provide an immersive
and authoritative experience in informing,
interpreting, and honoring the legacy of the
Cold War.

(3) The Blytheville/Eaker Air Force Base
has the only intact, publicly accessible Alert
Facility and Weapons Storage Facility in the
United States.

(4) There is an urgent need to preserve the
stories, artifacts, and heroic achievements of
the Cold War.

(5) The United States has a need to pre-
serve forever the knowledge and history of
the United States’ achievements in the Cold
War century and to portray that history to
citizens, visitors, and school children for
centuries to come.

(6) The National Cold War Center seeks to
educate a diverse group of audiences through
its collection of artifacts, photographs, and
firsthand personal accounts of the partici-
pants in the war on the home front.

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this section
are—

(1) to authorize references to the museum
located at Blytheville/Eaker Air Force Base
in Blytheville, Arkansas, including its future
and expanded exhibits, collections, and edu-
cational programs, as the ‘‘National Cold
War Center’’;

(2) to ensure the continuing preservation,
maintenance, and interpretation of the arti-
facts, documents, images, and history col-
lected by the Center;

(3) to enhance the knowledge of the Amer-
ican people of the experience of the United
States during the Cold War years;

(4) to provide and support a facility for the
public display of the artifacts, photographs,
and personal histories of the Cold War years;
and

(5) to ensure that all future generations
understand the sacrifices made to preserve
freedom and democracy, and the benefits of
peace for all future generations in the 21st
century and beyond.

(a) REFERENCE.—The museum located at
Blytheville/Eaker Air Force Base in Blythe-
ville, Arkansas, is hereby authorized to be
referred to as the ‘‘National Cold War Cen-
ter”.

SA 357. Mr. LEE (for himself and Mr.
PADILLA) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2024 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
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other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle G of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1299L. PROTECTION AND LEGAL PREPARED-
NESS FOR SERVICEMEMBERS
ABROAD.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense,
in coordination with the Secretary of State,
shall seek to ensure that members of the
Armed Forces stationed in each foreign
country with which the United States main-
tains a Status of Forces Agreement are af-
forded, at a minimum:

(1) the right to legal counsel for his or her
defense, in accordance with the Status of
Forces Agreement or other binding law or
agreement with another country;

(2) access to competent language trans-
lation services;

(3) a prompt and speedy trial;

(4) the right to be confronted with the wit-
nesses against him or her; and

(5) a compulsory process for obtaining wit-
nesses in his or her favor if they are within
the foreign country’s jurisdiction.

(b) REVIEW REQUIRED.—Not later than De-
cember 31, 2024, the Secretary of Defense, in
collaboration with the Secretary of State,
shall—

(1) review the 10 largest foreign countries
by United States Armed Forces presence and
evaluate local legal systems, protections af-
forded by bilateral agreements between the
United States and countries being evaluated,
and how the rights and privileges afforded
under such agreements may differ from
United States law; and

(2) brief the Committee on Armed Services
and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on Armed Services and the Committee on
Foreign Relations of the Senate on the find-
ings of the review.

(c) TRAINING REQUIRED.—The Secretary of
Defense shall review and improve as nec-
essary training and educational materials
for members of the Armed Forces, their
spouses, and dependents, as appropriate, who
are stationed in a country reviewed pursuant
to subsection (b)(1) regarding relevant for-
eign laws, how such foreign laws may differ
from the laws of the United States, and the
rights of accused in common scenarios under
such foreign laws.

(d) TRANSLATION STANDARDS AND READI-
NESS.—The Secretary of Defense, in coordi-
nation with the Secretary of State, shall re-
view foreign language standards for
servicemembers and employees of the De-
partment of Defense and Department of
State who are responsible for providing for-
eign language translation services in situa-
tions involving foreign law enforcement
where a servicemember may be being de-
tained, to ensure such persons maintain an
appropriate proficiency in the legal termi-
nology and meaning of essential terms in a
relevant language.

SA 358. Mr. DURBIN (for himself and
Mr. ROUNDS) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2024 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title X, add the following:

Subtitle H—Keep STEM Talent Act of 2023
SEC. 1091. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘ ‘Keep
STEM Talent Act of 2023" .
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SEC. 1092. VISA REQUIREMENTS.

(a) GRADUATE DEGREE VISA REQUIRE-
MENTS.—To be approved for or maintain non-
immigrant status under section 101(a)(15)(F)
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8
U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(F)), a student seeking to
pursue an advanced degree in a STEM field
(as defined in section 201(b)(1)(F)(ii) of the
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1151(b)(1)(F)(ii))) (as amended by section
1093(a)) for a degree at the master’s level or
higher at a United States institution of high-
er education (as defined in section 101(a) of
the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1001(a)) must apply for admission prior to be-
ginning such advanced degree program.

(b) STRENGTHENED VETTING PROCESS.—The
Secretary of Homeland Security and the Sec-
retary of State shall establish procedures to
ensure that aliens described in subsection (a)
are admissible pursuant to section
212(a)(3)(A) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(3)(A)). Such proce-
dures shall ensure that such aliens seeking
admission from within the United States un-
dergo verification of academic credentials,
comprehensive background checks, and
interviews in a manner equivalent to that of
an alien seeking admission from outside of
the United States. To the greatest extent
practicable, the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity and the Secretary of State shall also
take steps to ensure that such applications
for admission are processed in a timely man-
ner to allow the pursuit of graduate edu-
cation.

(c) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—The Sec-
retary of Homeland Security and the Sec-
retary of State shall submit an annual re-
port to the Committee on the Judiciary of
the Senate and the Committee on the Judici-
ary of the House of Representatives detailing
the implementation and effectiveness of the
requirement for foreign graduate students
pursuing advanced degrees in STEM fields to
seek admission prior to pursuing a graduate
degree program. The report shall include
data on visa application volumes, processing
times, security outcomes, and economic im-
pacts.

SEC. 1093. LAWFUL PERMANENT RESIDENT STA-
TUS FOR CERTAIN ADVANCED STEM
DEGREE HOLDERS.

(a) ALIENS NOT SUBJECT TO DIRECT NUMER-
ICAL LIMITATIONS.—Section 201(b)(1) of the
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1151(b)(1)) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“(F)() Aliens who—

‘(I) have earned a degree in a STEM field
at the master’s level or higher while phys-
ically present in the United States from a
United States institution of higher edu-
cation (as defined in section 101(a) of the
Higher Education Act of 1965 ( 20 U.S.C.
1001(a))) accredited by an accrediting entity
recognized by the Department of Education;

‘(IT) have an offer of employment from, or
are employed by, a United States employer
to perform work that is directly related to
such degree at a rate of pay that is higher
than the median wage level for the occupa-
tional classification in the area of employ-
ment, as determined by the Secretary of
Labor; and

“(IIT) have an approved labor certification
under section 212(a)(5)(A)(1); or

““(IV) are the spouses and children of aliens
described in subclauses (I) through (III) who
are accompanying or following to join such
aliens.

‘‘(ii) In this subparagraph, the term ‘STEM
field> means a field of science, technology,
engineering, or mathematics described in the
most recent version of the Classification of
Instructional Programs of the Department of
Education taxonomy under the summary
group of—
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‘“(I) computer and information sciences
and support services;

‘(II) engineering;

“(III) mathematics and statistics;

‘“(IV) biological and biomedical sciences;

(V) physical sciences;

‘“(VI) agriculture sciences; or

‘“(VII) natural resources and conservation
sciences.”’.

(b) PROCEDURE FOR GRANTING IMMIGRATION
STATUS.—Section 204(a)(1)(F) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1154(a)(1)(F')) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“203(b)(2)’ and all that fol-
lows through ‘‘Attorney General’’; and

(2) by inserting 203(b)(2), 203(b)(3), or
201(b)(1)(F') may file a petition with the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security’’.

(c) LABOR CERTIFICATION.—Section
212(a)(5)(D) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(5)(D)) is amended
by inserting ‘‘section 201(b)(1)(F) or under”
after ‘‘adjustment of status under’.

(d) DUAL INTENT FOR F NONIMMIGRANTS
SEEKING ADVANCED STEM DEGREES AT
UNITED STATES INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDU-
CATION.—Notwithstanding sections
101(a)(15)(F)(i) and 214(b) of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(F)({)
andl1184(b)), an alien who is a bona fide stu-
dent admitted to a program in a STEM field
(as defined in subparagraph (F)(ii) of section
201(b)(1) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act (8 U.S.C. 1151(b)(1))) for a degree at the
master’s level or higher at a United States
institution of higher education (as defined in
section 101(a) of the Higher Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001(a))) accredited by an ac-
crediting entity recognized by the Depart-
ment of Education may obtain a student
visa, be admitted to the United States as a
nonimmigrant student, or extend or change
nonimmigrant status to pursue such degree
even if such alien seeks lawful permanent
resident status in the United States. Nothing
in this subsection may be construed to mod-
ify or amend section 101(a)(15)(F)(i) or 214(b)
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8
U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(F)(i) or 1184(b)), or any reg-
ulation interpreting these authorities for an
alien who is not described in this subsection.

SA 359. Mr. DURBIN (for himself and
Ms. DUCKWORTH) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2226, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2024 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title I, insert
the following:

SEC. . PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS FOR
RETIREMENT OF C-40 ATRCRAFT.

(a) PROHIBITION.—None of the funds author-
ized to be appropriated by this Act for fiscal
year 2024 for the Air Force may be obligated
to retire, prepare to retire, or place in stor-
age or on backup aircraft inventory status
any C-40 aircraft.

(b) EXCEPTION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The limitation under sub-
section (a) shall not apply to an individual
C-40 aircraft that the Secretary of the Air
Force determines, on a case-by-case basis, to
be no longer mission capable because of a
Class A mishap.

(2) CERTIFICATION REQUIRED.—If the Sec-
retary determines under paragraph (1) that
an aircraft is no longer mission capable, the
Secretary shall submit to the congressional
defense committees a certification that the
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status of such aircraft is due to a Class A
mishap and not due to lack of maintenance
or repairs or other reasons.

SA 360. Mr. SULLIVAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

Strike section 1299K and insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. 1299K. MODIFICATION OF FOREIGN MILI-
TARY SALES PROCESSING.

(a) DEADLINES.—

(1) RESPONSES.—

(A) LETTERS OF REQUEST FOR PRICING AND
AVAILABILITY.—The Secretary of Defense
shall ensure that an eligible foreign pur-
chaser that has submitted a letter of request
for pricing and availability data receives a
response to the letter not later than 45 days
after the date on which the letter is received
by a United States security cooperation or-
ganization, the Defense Security Coopera-
tion Agency, or other implementing agency.

(B) LETTERS OF REQUEST FOR LETTERS OF
OFFER AND ACCEPTANCE.—The Secretary of
Defense and the Secretary of State shall en-
sure that an eligible foreign purchaser that
has submitted a letter of request for a letter
of offer and acceptance receives a response—

(i) in the case of a letter of request for a
blanket-order letter of offer and acceptance,
cooperative logistics supply support arrange-
ments, or associated amendments and modi-
fications, not later than 45 days after the
date on which the letter of request is re-
ceived by a United States security coopera-
tion organization, the Defense Security Co-
operation Agency, or other implementing
agency;

(ii) in the case of a letter of request for a
defined-order letter of offer and acceptance
or associated amendments and modifica-
tions, not later than 100 days after such date;
and

(iii) in the case of a letter of request for a
defined-order letter of offer and acceptance
or associated amendments that involve ex-
tenuating factors, as approved by the Direc-
tor of the Defense Security Cooperation
Agency, not later than 150 days after such
date.

(C) WAIVER.—The Secretary of Defense
may waive subparagraphs (A) and (B) if—

(i) such a waiver is in the national security
interests of the United States; and

(ii) not later than 5 days after exercising
such waiver authority, the Secretary pro-
vides to the Committee on Foreign Relations
of the Senate and the Committee on Foreign
Affairs of the House of Representatives no-
tice of the exercise of such authority, includ-
ing an explanation of the one or more rea-
sons for failing to meet the applicable dead-
line.

(2) EXPANSION OF COUNTRY
PRIORITIZATION.—With respect to foreign
military sales to member countries of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization, major
non-NATO allies, major defense partners,
and major security partners, the Secretary
of Defense may assign a Defense Priorities
and Allocations System order rating of DX
(within the meaning of section 700.11 of title
15, Code of Federal Regulations (as in effect
on the date of the enactment of this Act)).

(3) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:
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(A) BLANKET-ORDER LETTER OF OFFER AND
ACCEPTANCE.—The term ‘‘blanket-order let-
ter of offer and acceptance’ means an agree-
ment between an eligible foreign purchaser
and the United States Government for a spe-
cific category of items or services (including
training) that—

(i) does not include a definitive listing of
items or quantities; and

(ii) specifies a maximum dollar amount
against which orders for defense articles and
services may be placed.

(B) COOPERATIVE LOGISTICS SUPPLY SUPPORT
ARRANGEMENT.—The term ‘‘cooperative logis-
tics supply support arrangement’’ means a
military logistics support arrangement de-
signed to provide responsive and continuous
supply support at the depot level for United
States-made military materiel possessed by
foreign countries or international organiza-
tions.

(C) DEFINED-ORDER LETTER OF OFFER AND
ACCEPTANCE.—The term ‘‘defined-order letter
of offer and acceptance’” means a foreign
military sales case characterized by an order
for a specific defense article or service that
is separately identified as a line item on a
letter of offer and acceptance.

(D) IMPLEMENTING AGENCY.—The term ‘‘im-
plementing agency’” means the military de-
partment or defense agency assigned, by the
Director of the Defense Security Cooperation
Agency, the responsibilities of—

(i) preparing a letter of offer and accept-
ance;

(ii) implementing a foreign military sales
case; and

(iii) carrying out the overall management
of the activities that—

(I) will result in the delivery of the defense
articles or services set forth in the letter of
offer and acceptance; and

(IT) was accepted by an eligible foreign pur-
chaser.

(E) LETTER OF REQUEST.—The term ‘‘letter
of request’”—

(i) means a written document—

(I) submitted to a United States security
cooperation organization, the Defense Secu-
rity Cooperation Agency, or an imple-
menting agency by an eligible foreign pur-
chaser for the purpose of requesting to pur-
chase or otherwise obtain a United States
defense article or defense service through
the foreign military sales process; and

(IT) that contains all relevant information
in such form as may be required by the Sec-
retary of Defense; and

(ii) includes—

(I) a formal letter;

(IT) an e-mail;

(IIT) signed meeting minutes from a recog-
nized official of the government of an eligi-
ble foreign purchaser; and

(IV) any other form of written document,
as determined by the Secretary of Defense or
the Director of the Defense Security Co-
operation Agency.

(F) MAJOR DEFENSE PARTNER.—The term
“major defense partner’’ means—

(i) India; and

(ii) any other country, as designated by the
Secretary of Defense.

(G) MAJOR NON-NATO ALLY.—The term
“major non-NATO ally”’—

(i) has the meaning given the term in sec-
tion 644 of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961
(22 U.S.C. 2403)); and

(ii) includes Taiwan, as required by section
1206 of the Security Assistance Act of 2002
(Public Law 107-228; 22U.S.C. 2321k note).

(H) MAJOR SECURITY PARTNER.—The term
“major security partner’ means—

(i) the United Arab Emirates;

(ii) Bahrain;

(iii) Saudi Arabia; and

(iv) any other country, as designated by
the Secretary of Defense, in consultation
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with the Secretary of State and the Director
of National Intelligence.

(b) LIMITATION ON PERIOD OF DEPARTMENT
OF STATE CONSULTATION WITH RESPECT TO
PROPOSED FOREIGN MILITARY SALES TO CER-
TAIN COUNTRIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Any period of consulta-
tion between the Secretary of State and Con-
gress with respect to a proposed foreign mili-
tary sale to Israel, Japan, the Republic of
Korea, New Zealand, Australia, or an eligible
foreign purchaser that is a member of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization may not
be longer than 10 days.

(2) NOTIFICATION.—In the case of a proposed
foreign military sale described in paragraph
(1) for which the 10-day period under that
paragraph has elapsed without objection
from the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate or the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives, such
sale shall be considered approved for formal
notification under section 36(c)(2) of the
Arms Export Control Act (22 TU.S.C.
2776(c)(2)).

(c) LIMITATIONS ON PRICE MODIFICATIONS
FOR SALE OF DEFENSE ARTICLES OR SERV-
ICES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—With respect to the dollar
amount of an offer to sell or the sale of
United States defense articles or services de-
veloped by a military department and the
Defense Security Cooperation Agency for
purposes of the foreign military sales process
documented in a letter of offer to an eligible
foreign purchaser and submitted to the Sec-
retary of State for review, the Secretary of
Defense may subsequently direct an increase
of—

(A) not more than 20 percent of such dollar
amount to account for supply chain disrup-
tions, including the unavailability of mate-
rials and inflation; and

(B) not less than 20 percent of such dollar
amount, subject to review by the Foreign
Military Sales Cost Review Board.

(2) FOREIGN MILITARY SALES COST REVIEW
BOARD.—

(A) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall establish within the Department
of Defense a board, to be known as the “For-
eign Military Sales Cost Review Board” (in
this paragraph referred to as the ‘““‘Board’’)—

(i) to review requests by the Director of
the Defense Security Cooperation Agency for
an increase in the dollar amount described in
paragraph (1) that is more than 20 percent of
the dollar amount documented in a letter of
offer and acceptance to an eligible foreign
purchaser and submitted to the Secretary of
State for review; and

(ii) to make recommendations to the Sec-
retary of Defense as to whether such an in-
crease in such dollar amount should be di-
rected, and if so, the recommended amount
of such increase to be implemented.

(B) CONSULTATION.—The Board shall con-
duct reviews under subparagraph (A)({) in
consultation with the eligible foreign pur-
chaser concerned.

(3) JUSTIFICATION FOR PRICE INCREASE.—In
the case of an increase in the dollar amount
described in paragraph (1), the Secretary of
Defense shall provide to the eligible foreign
purchaser and the primary defense industry
provider concerned documentation justifying
such increase.

(4) REPORT.—Beginning on December 15,
2025, and annually thereafter, the Under Sec-
retary of Defense for Acquisition and
Sustainment and the Under Secretary of De-
fense for Policy shall submit a report, and
provide a briefing, to the Committees on
Armed Services of the Senate and the House
of Representatives on each request for a dol-
lar amount increase reviewed by the Board
during the fiscal year ending on September
30 of the applicable year.
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(d) CLARIFICATION WITH RESPECT TO SPE-
CIAL DEFENSE ACQUISITION FUND.—Section 51
of the Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C.
2795) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsection:

‘(d) Decisions with respect to the use of a
portion of the Fund for the acquisition of de-
fense articles and defense services in antici-
pation of their transfer pursuant to this Act,
the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C.
2151 et seq.), or as otherwise authorized by
law, to eligible foreign countries and inter-
national organizations shall be made inde-
pendently of acquisition decisions relating
to the requirements of the United States
Armed Forces.”.

(¢e) EXPEDITED DELIVERIES TO PRIORITY
FOREIGN PURCHASERS.—

(1) ACQUISITION STRATEGIES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—With respect to a foreign
country or capability identified by the Sec-
retary of Defense as a regional or country-
level foreign defense capability-building pri-
ority, the Secretary shall establish a re-
quirement that, in developing letters of offer
and acceptance, the acquisition program of-
fice of each military department shall de-
velop, at program inception—

(i) an acquisition strategy that documents
the standard acquisition path; and

(ii) an acquisition strategy that documents
the fastest acquisition path.

(B) ASSOCIATED RISK.—In developing each
acquisition strategy required by clauses (i)
and (ii) of subparagraph (A), the acquisition
program office of the military department
concerned shall—

(i) measure, and justify with respect to the
urgency of delivering a capability in full or
in phases, the associated risk, risk mitiga-
tion, and risk cost; and

(ii) provide, in coordination with the ap-
propriate regional directorate of the Office
of the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy
and the Director of the Defense Security Co-
operation Agency, to the acquisition leader-
ship of such military department a briefing
on the results of the measurements under
clause (i).

(C) DECISION.—Not later than 30 days after
the date of a briefing under subparagraph
(B)(ii), the acquisition leadership of the mili-
tary department concerned shall issue a de-
cision with respect to the acquisition strat-
egy selected.

(2) INPUT FROM ELIGIBLE FOREIGN PUR-
CHASER.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall ensure that, in the development of ac-
quisition strategies for priority countries
and capabilities under paragraph (1), the for-
eign purchaser is provided an opportunity to
provide input with respect to risk tolerance.

(B) INFORMATION SHARING.—In carrying out
subparagraph (A), the Secretary of Defense
shall ensure that a foreign purchaser is
briefed on risks identified, alternate ap-
proaches that may be taken, and the sched-
ule, cost, and capability tradeoffs associated
with such alternate approaches.

(C) INCLUSION IN BRIEFING.—Foreign pur-
chaser input gathered under this paragraph
shall be included in the briefing required by
paragraph (1)(B)(di) and appropriately
weighted in making final a decision with re-
spect to the appropriate acquisition ap-
proach.

(3) AGREEMENTS WITH MANUFACTURERS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall allow United States companies to enter
into agreements with manufacturers to
begin the process of acquiring long-lead Gov-
ernment-furnished equipment on forecast.

(B) HIGH-DEMAND SYSTEMS.—United States
companies that produce high-demand sys-
tems shall purchase certain sensitive and
closely controlled items, such as commu-
nications security devices, military grade
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GPS, and anti-spoofing devices, as Govern-
ment-furnished equipment.

(C) DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE POLICY.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall implement policies, and ensure that the
head of each military department imple-
ments policies, that allow United States
companies to enter into agreements with
manufacturers of Government-furnished
equipment so that production on long-lead
Government-furnished equipment may begin
before the execution of a signed commercial
contract or the issuance of a letter of offer
and acceptance.

(ii) ELEMENTS.—The policies required by
clause (i) shall require that—

(I) United States companies shall—

(aa) before entering into an agreement
under this paragraph, obtain the concurrence
or approval of the head of the military de-
partment concerned to do so; and

(bb) be responsible for—

(AA) negotiating directly with the manu-
facturer of Government-furnished equip-
ment; and

(BB) providing any payment to such manu-
facturer; and

(IT) transfer of Government-furnished
equipment from such manufacturer to the
purchasing company shall not occur until
the date on which a letter of offer and ac-
ceptance or commercial contract is pro-
duced.

(D) RECOVERY OF COSTS FOR CERTAIN
SALES.—In the case of defense sales, pur-
chasing companies may recoup costs associ-
ated with ordering the Government-fur-
nished equipment described in the applicable
letter of offer and acceptance.

(f) MODIFICATIONS TO REPORTING AND NOTI-
FICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR FOREIGN MILI-
TARY SALES.—Section 36 of the Arms Export
Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2776) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (11)(D), by striking ¢‘;
and” and inserting a semicolon;

(B) in paragraph (12), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(C) by inserting after paragraph (12) the
following new paragraph:

‘“(13) with respect to each letter of offer
listed under paragraph (1), the date on which
the corresponding letter of request for a let-
ter of offer and acceptance was submitted.”’;

(2) in subsection (b), by adding at the end
the following new paragraph:

“(7) In addition to the other information
required to be contained in a certification
submitted to Congress under this subsection,
each such certification shall include the date
on which the corresponding letter of request
for a letter of offer and acceptance was sub-
mitted.”’; and

(3) in subsection (c¢), by adding at the end
the following new paragraph:

“(7) In addition to the other information
required to be contained in a certification
submitted to Congress under this subsection,
each such certification shall include the date
on which the corresponding letter of request
for a letter of offer and acceptance was sub-
mitted.”.

SA 361. Mr. CORNYN (for himself and
Mr. PADILLA) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2024 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
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SEC. . EISENHOWER EXCHANGE FELLOWSHIP

USE OF INCOME.

Section 6 of the Eisenhower Exchange Fel-
lowship Act of 1990 (20 U.S.C. 5205) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following:

‘“(e) STRATEGY TO INCREASE LATIN AMER-
ICAN PARTICIPATION.—In order to increase the
impact of the Eisenhower Exchange Fellow-
ships program in developing societal leaders
in Latin America, the Department of State
shall, not later than 180 days after the date
of enactment of this subsection, publish a
strategy for increasing the number of appli-
cations received from Latin American coun-
tries and the number of fellowships awarded
to applicants from Latin America.”.

SA 362. Ms. ROSEN (for herself and
Mrs. CAPITO) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 2226, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2024 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . CENTRALIZED WEBSITE FOR BUSI-
NESS PERMIT AND LICENSING RE-
QUIREMENTS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) the term ‘“‘Director’” means the Director
of the Office of Entrepreneurship Education
of the Small Business Administration; and

(2) the term ‘‘small business concern’’ has
the meaning given the term in section 3(a) of
the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 632(a)).

(b) WEBSITE.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Direc-
tor shall establish, and thereafter the Direc-
tor shall maintain, a publicly available
website that provides information regarding
Federal, State, and local business permitting
and licensing requirements with respect to
the operation of a small business concern,
which shall be organized based on the loca-
tion and type of small business concern.

SA 363. Mr. TESTER (for himself, Mr.
GRASSLEY, and Mr. ROUNDS) submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in subtitle G of
title X, insert the following:

SEC. 10 . DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE OF-
FICE OF THE SPECIAL INVESTI-
GATOR FOR COMPETITION MAT-
TERS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Department of Agri-
culture Reorganization Act of 1994 is amend-
ed by inserting after section 216 (7 U.S.C.
6916) the following:

“SEC. 217. OFFICE OF THE SPECIAL INVESTI-
GATOR FOR COMPETITION MAT-
TERS.

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
in the Department an office, to be known as
the ‘Office of the Special Investigator for
Competition Matters’ (referred to in this sec-
tion as the ‘Office’).

“(b) SPECIAL INVESTIGATOR FOR COMPETI-
TION MATTERS.—The Office shall be headed
by the Special Investigator for Competition
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Matters (referred to in this section as the
‘Special Investigator’), who shall be a senior
career employee appointed by the Secretary.

‘““(c) DUTIES.—The Special Investigator
shall—

‘(1) use all available tools, including sub-
poenas, to investigate and prosecute viola-
tions of the Packers and Stockyards Act,
1921 (7 U.S.C. 181 et seq.), by packers and live
poultry dealers with respect to competition
and trade practices in the food and agri-
culture sector;

‘(2) serve as a Department liaison to, and
act in consultation with, the Department of
Justice and the Federal Trade Commission
with respect to competition and trade prac-
tices in the food and agricultural sector;

“(3) act in consultation with the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security with respect to
national security and critical infrastructure
security in the food and agricultural sector;

‘“(4) maintain a staff of attorneys and
other professionals with appropriate exper-
tise; and

‘“(5) in carrying out paragraphs (1) through
(4), coordinate with the Office of the General
Counsel and the Packers and Stockyards Di-
vision of the Agricultural Marketing Serv-
ice.

*‘(d) PROSECUTORIAL AUTHORITY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding title 28,
United States Code, the Special Investigator
shall have the authority to bring any civil or
administrative action authorized under the
Packers and Stockyards Act, 1921 (7 U.S.C.
181 et seq.), against a packer or a live poul-
try dealer.

‘(2) NOTIFICATION.—With respect to any ac-
tion brought under this section in Federal
district court, the Special Investigator shall
notify the Attorney General.

*“(3) EFFECT.—Nothing in this section al-
ters the authority of the Secretary to issue
a subpoena pursuant to the Packers and
Stockyards Act, 1921 (7 U.S.C. 181 et seq.).

‘‘(e) LIMITATION ON SCOPE.—The Special In-
vestigator may not bring an action under
this section with respect to an entity that is
not regulated under the Packers and Stock-
yards Act, 1921 (7 U.S.C. 181 et seq.).”’.

(b) CONFORMING  AMENDMENT.—Section
296(b) of the Department of Agriculture Re-
organization Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 7014(b)) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

‘“(11) The authority of the Secretary to
carry out section 217.”.

(c) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.—Subtitle A of
the Department of Agriculture Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1994 is amended by redesignating
the first section 225 (relating to Food Access
Liaison) (7 U.S.C. 6925) as section 224A.

SA 364. Mr. MANCHIN (for himself,
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. ROUNDS, and Mr.
ScoTT of Florida) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2226, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2024 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle C of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1240A. EXPANSION OF FORFEITED PROP-
ERTY AVAILABLE TO REMEDIATE
HARMS TO UKRAINE FROM RUSSIAN
AGGRESSION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (c) of section
1708 of the Additional Ukraine Supplemental
Appropriations Act, 2023 (division M of Pub-
lic Law 117-328) is amended—
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(1) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘“‘which
property belonged” and all that follows and
inserting the following: ‘‘which property—

“‘(A) belonged to, was possessed by, or was
controlled by a person subject to sanctions
imposed by the United States with respect to
the Russian Federation under any provision
of law;

‘(B) was involved in an act in violation
of—

‘(i) any sanction described in subpara-
graph (A); or

‘‘(ii) any restriction on the export, reex-
port, or in-country transfer of items imposed
by the United States under the Export Ad-
ministration Regulations, or any restriction
on the export, reexport, or retransfer of de-
fense articles under the International Traffic
in Arms Regulations under subchapter M of
chapter I of title 22, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, with respect to—

‘“(I) the Russian Federation, Belarus, the
Crimea, or the so-called Donetsk and
Luhansk People’s Republic regions of
Ukraine;

“(IT) any person in any such country or re-
gion on a restricted parties list; or

‘“(IIT) any person located in any other
country that has been added to a restricted
parties list in connection with the malign
conduct of the Russian Federation in
Ukraine, including the annexation of the Cri-
mea region of Ukraine in March 2014 and the
invasion beginning in February 2022 of
Ukraine, as substantially enabled by
Belarus; or

“(C) was involved in any related con-
spiracy, scheme, or other Federal offense
arising from the actions of, or doing business
with or acting on behalf of, the Russian Fed-
eration, Belarus, or the Crimea, or the so-
called Donetsk and Luhansk People’s Repub-
lic regions of Ukraine.’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘(3) The term ‘Export Administration Reg-
ulations’ has the meaning given that term in
section 1742 of the Export Control Reform
Act of 2018 (50 U.S.C. 4801).

‘“(4) The term ‘restricted parties list’
means any of the following lists maintained
by the Bureau of Industry and Security:

‘““(A) The Entity List set forth in Supple-
ment No. 4 to part 744 of the Export Adminis-
tration Regulations.

‘‘(B) The Denied Persons List maintained
pursuant to section 764.3(a)(2) of the Export
Administration Regulations.

‘(C) The Unverified List set forth in Sup-
plement No. 6 to part 744 of the Export Ad-
ministration Regulations.”.

(b) SEMIANNUAL REPORTS.—Such section is
further amended—

(1) by redesignating subsections (¢) and (d)
as subsections (d) and (e), respectively; and

(2) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing:

““(c) Not later than 180 days after the date
of the enactment of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024, and
every 180 days thereafter, the Attorney Gen-
eral, in consultation with the Secretary of
the Treasury and the Secretary of State,
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report on—

‘(1) transfers made under subsection (a)
during the 180 days preceding submission of
the report; and

‘“(2) progress made in remediating the
harms of Russian aggression towards
Ukraine as a result of such transfers.”.

(¢) PLAN REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Attorney General, in consultation with
the Secretary of the Treasury and the Sec-
retary of State, shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a plan for
using the authority provided by section 1708
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of the Additional Ukraine Supplemental Ap-
propriations Act, 2023, as amended by this
section.

(2) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘ap-
propriate congressional committees’ has the
meaning given that term by section 1708 of
the Additional Ukraine Supplemental Appro-
priations Act, 2023, as amended by this sec-
tion.

SA 365. Mr. RISCH submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XII, insert
the following:

SECTION 12 . MILLENNIUM CHALLENGE COR-
PORATION.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“Millennium Challenge Corpora-
tion Candidate Country Reform Act’.

(b) MODIFICATIONS OF REQUIREMENTS TO BE-
COME A CANDIDATE COUNTRY.—Section 606 of
the Millennium Challenge Act of 2003 (22
U.S.C. 7705) is amended to read as follows:
“SEC. 606. CANDIDATE COUNTRIES.

‘““(a) IN GENERAL.—A country shall be a
candidate country for purposes of eligibility
to receive assistance under section 605 if—

‘(1) the per capita income of the country
in a fiscal year is equal to or less than the
World Bank threshold for initiating the
International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development graduation process for the fis-
cal year; and

‘“(2) subject to subsection (b), the country
is not ineligible to receive United States eco-
nomic assistance under part I of the Foreign
Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151 et seq.)
by reason of the application of any provision
of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 or any
other provision of law.

‘“(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—For the pur-
poses of determining whether a country is el-
igible, pursuant to subsection (a)(2), to re-
ceive assistance under section 605, the exer-
cise by the President, the Secretary of State,
or any other officer or employee of the
United States Government of any waiver or
suspension of any provision of law referred
to in subsection (a)(2), and notification to
the appropriate congressional committees in
accordance with such provision of law, shall
be construed as satisfying the requirements
under subsection (a).

‘“(c) DETERMINATION BY THE BOARD.—The
Board shall determine whether a country is
a candidate country for purposes of this sec-
tion.”.

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1) AMENDMENT TO REPORT IDENTIFYING CAN-
DIDATE COUNTRIES.—Section 608(a)(1) of the
Millennium Challenge Act of 2003 (22 U.S.C.
T707(a)(1)) is amended by striking ‘‘section
606(a)(1)(B)”’ and inserting ‘‘section
606(a)(2)".

(2) AMENDMENT TO MILLENNIUM CHALLENGE
COMPACT AUTHORITY.—Section 609(b)(2) of
such Act (22 U.S.C. 7708(b)(2)) is amended—

(A) by amending the paragraph heading to
read as follows: ‘“‘COUNTRY CONTRIBUTIONS’’;
and

(B) by striking ‘“‘with respect to a lower
middle income country described in section
606(b),”".

(3) AMENDMENT TO AUTHORIZATION TO PRO-
VIDE ASSISTANCE FOR CANDIDATE COUNTRIES.—
Section 616(b)(1) of such Act (22 U.S.C.
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T715(b)(1)) is amended by striking ‘‘sub-
section (a) or (b) of section 606’ and insert-
ing ‘‘section 606(a)”’.

(d) MODIFICATION TO FACTORS IN DETER-
MINING ELIGIBILITY.—Section 607(c)(2) of the
Millennium Challenge Act of 2003 (22 U.S.C.
T706(c)(2)) is amended, in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘con-
sider’” and inserting ‘‘prioritize need and im-
pact by considering”’.

SA 366. Mr. MORAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle G of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1083. OUTREACH TO VETERANS ABOUT
AVAILABILITY OF HEALTH CARE
SERVICES.

(a) TRANSITIONAL SERVICES UPON SEPARA-
TION FrOM ARMED FORCES.—Section
1144(£)(1)(B)(i) of title 10, United States Code,
is amended by inserting ¢, including how to
enroll in the system of annual patient enroll-
ment established and operated under section
1705 of title 38, the ability to seek care and
services under sections 1703 and 1710 of such
title”” before the semicolon.

(b) SoOLID START PROGRAM.—Section
6320(a)(2)(A) of title 38, United States Code,
is amended by inserting ‘‘, including how to
enroll in the system of annual patient enroll-
ment established and operated under section
1705 of this title and the ability to seek care
and services under sections 1703 and 1710 of
this title’” before the semicolon.

(c) COMPTROLLER GENERAL REPORT ON OUT-
REACH REGARDING ELIGIBILITY FOR COMMU-
NITY CARE.—Not later than two years after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Comptroller General of the United States, in
consultation with the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs and the Secretary of Defense, shall
submit to Congress a report on the efforts of
the Department of Veterans Affairs to en-
sure that veterans are informed of the condi-
tions for eligibility for care and services
under section 1703 of title 38, United States
Code.

SA 367. Mr. JOHNSON submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC.

. STUDY ON PHARMACEUTICAL INGREDI-
ENTS.

The Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices shall seek to enter into an agreement
with the RAND Corporation under which the
RAND Corporation—

(1) studies—

(A) the extent to which drug manufactur-
ers use foreign sources for precursor chemi-
cals and active pharmaceutical ingredients
for the manufacture of drugs for the United
States market; and

(B) any statutory, regulatory, or other bar-
riers to domestic production of such chemi-
cals and ingredients; and
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(2) submits a report on such study to the
Secretary of Health and Human Services and
Congress.

SA 368. Mr. MORAN (for himself, Mr.

WARNOCK, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. CARPER, Mr.
HICKENLOOPER, Ms. ROSEN, and Ms.

WARREN) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2024 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
TITLE —LOVE LIVES ON ACT OF 2023

SEC. 1. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Love Lives
On Act of 2023”.

SEC. 2. CONTINUED ELIGIBILITY FOR SUR-
VIVOR BENEFIT PLAN FOR CERTAIN
SURVIVING SPOUSES WHO RE-
MARRY.

Section 1450(b)(2) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘An annuity’ and inserting
the following:

““(A) IN GENERAL.—(A) Subject to subpara-
graph (B), an annuity’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

‘(B) TREATMENT OF SURVIVORS OF MEMBERS
WHO DIE ON ACTIVE DUTY.—The Secretary may
not terminate payment of an annuity for a
surviving spouse described in subparagraph
(A) or (B) of section 1448(d)(1) solely because
that surviving spouse remarries. In the case
of a surviving spouse who remarried before
reaching age 55 and before the date of the en-
actment of Love Lives On Act of 2023, the
Secretary shall resume payment of the annu-
ity to that surviving spouse—

‘(i) except as provided by clause (ii), for
each month that begins on or after the date
that is one year after such date of enact-
ment; or

‘(i) on January 1, 2024, in the case of a
surviving spouse who elected to transfer pay-
ment of that annuity to a surviving child or
children under the provisions of section
1448(d)(2)(B) of title 10, United States Code,
as in effect on December 31, 2019.”.

SEC. @ 3. ACCESS TO COMMISSARY AND EX-
CHANGE PRIVILEGES FOR REMAR-
RIED SPOUSES.

(a) BENEFITS.—Section 1062 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) by striking ‘““The Secretary of Defense’’
and inserting the following:

‘“(a) CERTAIN UNREMARRIED FORMER
SPOUSES.—The Secretary of Defense’’;

(2) by striking ‘‘commissary and exchange
privileges’’ and inserting ‘‘use commissary
stores and MWR retail facilities’’;

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

‘“(b) CERTAIN REMARRIED SURVIVING
SPOUSES.—The Secretary of Defense shall
prescribe such regulations as may be nec-
essary to provide that a surviving spouse of
a deceased member of the armed forces, re-
gardless of the marital status of the sur-
viving spouse, is entitled to use commissary
stores and MWR retail facilities to the same
extent and on the same basis as an
unremarried surviving spouse of a member of
the uniformed services.”’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:
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‘‘(c) MWR RETAIL FACILITIES DEFINED.—In
this section, the term ‘MWR retail facilities’
has the meaning given that term in section
1063(e) of this title.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—

(1) SECTION HEADING.—The heading of sec-
tion 1062 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended to read as follows:

“§1062. Certain former spouses and surviving
spouses”.

(2) TABLE OF SECTIONS.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of chapter 54 of title
10, United States Code, is amended by strik-
ing the item relating to section 1062 and in-
serting the following new item:

¢“1062. Certain former spouses and surviving

spouses.’’.

__ 4. EXPANSION OF DEFINITION OF DE-
PENDENT UNDER TRICARE PRO-
GRAM TO INCLUDE A REMARRIED
WIDOW OR WIDOWER WHOSE SUBSE-
QUENT MARRIAGE HAS ENDED.

Section 1072(2) of title 10, United States

Code, is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (H), by striking ¢; and”’
and inserting a semicolon;

(2) in subparagraph (I)(v), by striking the
period at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

‘“(J) a remarried widow or widower whose
subsequent marriage has ended due to death,
divorce, or annulment.”’.

SEC.

SA 369. Mrs. HYDE-SMITH (for her-
self and Ms. HASSAN) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle G of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1083. READMISSION REQUIREMENTS FOR
SERVICEMEMBERS.

Section 484C(a) of the Higher Education
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1091c(a)) is amended to
read as follows:

‘“‘(a) DEFINITION OF SERVICE IN THE UNI-
FORMED SERVICES.—In this section, the term
‘service in the uniformed services’ means
service (whether voluntary or involuntary)
on active duty in the Armed Forces, includ-
ing such service by a member of the National
Guard or Reserve on active duty, active duty
for training, or National Guard duty under
State order or Federal authority.”.

SA 370. Ms. SINEMA submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title X of division A, add the
following:

Subtitle H—Combating Cartels on Social

Media Act of 2023
SEC. 1091. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘“‘Com-
bating Cartels on Social Media Act of 2023"’.
SEC. 1092. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:
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(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’ means—

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security
of the House of Representatives.

(2) COVERED OPERATOR.—The term ‘‘covered
operator’” means the operator, developer, or
publisher of a covered service.

(3) COVERED SERVICE.—The term ‘‘covered
service’’ means—

(A) a social media platform;

(B) a mobile or desktop service with direct
or group messaging capabilities, but not in-
cluding text messaging services without
other substantial social functionalities or
electronic mail services, that the Secretary
determines is being or has been used by
transnational criminal organizations in con-
nection with matters described in section
1093; and

(C) a digital platform, or an electronic ap-
plication utilizing the digital platform, in-
volving real-time interactive communication
between multiple individuals, including
multi-player gaming services and immersive
technology platforms or applications, that
the Secretary determines is being or has
been used by transnational criminal organi-
zations in connection with matters described
in section 1093.

(4) CRIMINAL ENTERPRISE.—The term
‘“‘criminal enterprise’’ has the meaning given
the term ‘‘continuing criminal enterprise’’ in
section 408 of the Controlled Substances Act
(21 U.S.C. 848).

(5) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’’
means the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity.

(6) ILLICIT ACTIVITIES.—The term ‘‘illicit
activities” means the following criminal ac-
tivities that transcend national borders:

(A) A violation of section 401 of the Con-
trolled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 841).

(B) Narcotics trafficking, as defined in sec-
tion 808 of the Foreign Narcotics Kingpin
Designation Act (21 U.S.C. 1907).

(C) Trafficking of weapons, as defined in
section 922 of title 18, United States Code.

(D) Migrant smuggling, defined as a viola-
tion of section 274(a)(1)(A)(ii) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1324(a)(1)(A)(1)).

(E) Human trafficking, defined as—

(i) a violation of section 1590, 1591, or 1592
of title 18, United States Code; or

(ii) engaging in severe forms of trafficking
in persons, as defined in section 103 of the
Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protec-
tion Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7102).

(F) Cyber crime, defined as a violation of
section 1030 of title 18, United States Code.

(G) A violation of any provision that is
subject to intellectual property enforcement,
as defined in section 302 of the Prioritizing
Resources and Organization for Intellectual
Property Act of 2008 (15 U.S.C. 8112).

(H) Bulk cash smuggling of currency, de-
fined as a violation of section 5332 of title 31,
United States Code.

(I) Laundering the proceeds of the criminal
activities described in subparagraphs (A)
through (H).

(7) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of Homeland Security.

(8) TRANSNATIONAL CRIMINAL ORGANIZA-
TION.—The term ‘‘transnational criminal or-
ganization’ means groups, networks, and as-
sociated individuals who operate
transnationally for the purposes of obtaining
power, influence, or monetary or commercial
gain, wholly or in part by certain illegal
means, while advancing their activities
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through a pattern of crime, corruption, or vi-
olence, and while protecting their illegal ac-
tivities through a transnational organiza-
tional structure and the exploitation of pub-
lic corruption or transnational logistics, fi-
nancial, or communication mechanisms.

SEC. 1093. ASSESSMENT OF ILLICIT USAGE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit to the appropriate
congressional committees an assessment de-

scribing—
(1) the wuse of covered services by
transnational criminal organizations, or

criminal enterprises acting on behalf of
transnational criminal organizations, to en-
gage in recruitment efforts, including the re-
cruitment of individuals, including individ-
uals under the age of 18, located in the
United States to engage in or provide sup-
port with respect to illicit activities occur-
ring in the United States, Mexico, or other-
wise in proximity to an international bound-
ary of the United States;

(2) the wuse of covered services by
transnational criminal organizations to en-
gage in illicit activities or conduct in sup-
port of illicit activities, including—

(A) smuggling or trafficking involving nar-
cotics, other controlled substances, precur-
sors thereof, or other items prohibited under
the laws of the United States, Mexico, or an-
other relevant jurisdiction, including fire-
arms;

(B) human smuggling or trafficking,
cluding the exploitation of children; and

(C) transportation of bulk currency or
monetary instruments in furtherance of
smuggling activity; and

(3) the existing efforts of the Secretary and
relevant government and law enforcement
entities to counter, monitor, or otherwise re-
spond to the usage of covered services de-
scribed in paragraphs (1) and (2).

SEC. 1094. STRATEGY TO COMBAT CARTEL RE-
CRUITMENT ON SOCIAL MEDIA AND
ONLINE PLATFORMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit to the appropriate
congressional committees a strategy, to be
known as the National Strategy to Combat
Illicit Recruitment Activity by
Transnational Criminal Organizations on So-
cial Media and Online Platforms, to combat
the use of covered services by transnational
criminal organizations, or criminal enter-
prises acting on behalf of transnational
criminal organizations, to recruit individ-
uals located in the United States to engage
in or provide support with respect to illicit
activities occurring in the United States,
Mexico, or otherwise in proximity to an
international boundary of the United States.

(b) ELEMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The strategy required
under subsection (a) shall, at a minimum, in-
clude the following:

(A) A proposal to improve cooperation and
thereafter maintain cooperation between the
Secretary and relevant law enforcement en-
tities with respect to the matters described
in subsection (a).

(B) Recommendations to implement a
process for the voluntary reporting of infor-
mation regarding the recruitment efforts of
transnational criminal organizations in the
United States involving covered services.

©) A proposal to improve
intragovernmental coordination with respect
to the matters described in subsection (a),
including between the Department and
State, Tribal, and local governments.

(D) A proposal to improve coordination
within the Department and between the
components of the Department with respect
to the matters described in subsection (a).

in-
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(E) Activities to facilitate increased intel-
ligence analysis for law enforcement pur-
poses of efforts of transnational criminal or-
ganizations to utilize covered services for re-
cruitment to engage in or provide support
with respect to illicit activities.

(F) Activities to foster international part-
nerships and enhance collaboration with for-
eign governments and, as applicable, multi-
lateral institutions with respect to the mat-
ters described in subsection (a).

(G) Activities to specifically increase en-
gagement and outreach with youth in border
communities, including regarding the re-
cruitment tactics of transnational criminal
organizations and the consequences of par-
ticipation in illicit activities.

(H) A detailed description of the measures
used to ensure—

(i) law enforcement and intelligence activi-
ties focus on the recruitment activities of
transitional criminal organizations not indi-
viduals the transnational criminal organiza-
tions attempt to or successfully recruit; and

(ii) the privacy rights, civil rights, and
civil liberties protections in carrying out the
activities described in clause (i), with a par-
ticular focus on the protections in place to
protect minors and constitutionally pro-
tected activities.

(2) LIMITATION.—The strategy required
under subsection (a) shall not include legis-
lative recommendations or elements predi-
cated on the passage of legislation that is
not enacted as of the date on which the
strategy is submitted under subsection (a).

(c) CONSULTATION.—In drafting and imple-
menting the strategy required under sub-
section (a), the Secretary shall, at a min-
imum, consult and engage with—

(1) the heads of relevant components of the
Department, including—

(A) the Under Secretary for Intelligence
and Analysis;

(B) the Under Secretary for Strategy, Pol-
icy, and Plans;

(C) the Under Secretary for Science and
Technology;

(D) the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and
Border Protection;

(E) the Director of U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement;

(F) the Officer for Civil Rights and Civil
Liberties;

(G) the Privacy Officer; and

(H) the Assistant Secretary of the Office
for State and Local Law Enforcement;

(2) the Secretary of State;

(3) the Attorney General;

(4) the Secretary of Health and Human
Services; and

(5) the Secretary of Education; and

(6) as selected by the Secretary or his or
her designee in the Office of Public Engage-
ment, representatives of border commu-
nities, including representatives of—

(A) State, Tribal, and local governments,
including school districts and local law en-
forcement; and

(B) nongovernmental experts in the fields
of—

(i) civil rights and civil liberties;

(ii) online privacy;

(iii) humanitarian assistance for migrants;
and

(iv) youth outreach and rehabilitation.

(d) IMPLEMENTATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date on which the strategy required
under subsection (a) is submitted to the ap-
propriate congressional committees, the Sec-
retary shall commence implementation of
the strategy.

(2) REPORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date on which the strategy required
under subsection (a) is implemented under
paragraph (1), and semiannually thereafter

July 13, 2023

for 5 years, the Secretary shall submit to the
appropriate congressional committees a re-
port describing the efforts of the Secretary
to implement the strategy required under
subsection (a) and the progress of those ef-
forts, which shall include a description of—

(i) the recommendations, and cor-
responding implementation of those rec-
ommendations, with respect to the matters
described in subsection (b)(1)(B);

(ii) the interagency posture with respect to
the matters covered by the strategy required
under subsection (a), which shall include a
description of collaboration between the Sec-
retary, other Federal entities, State, local,
and Tribal entities, and foreign govern-
ments; and

(iii) the threat landscape, including new
developments related to the United States
recruitment efforts of transnational crimi-
nal organizations and the use by those orga-
nizations of new or emergent covered serv-
ices and recruitment methods.

(B) ForM.—Each report required under sub-
paragraph (A) shall be submitted in unclassi-
fied form, but may contain a classified
annex.

(3) CIVIL RIGHTS, CIVIL LIBERTIES, AND PRI-
VACY ASSESSMENT.—Not later than 2 years
after the date on which the strategy required
under subsection (a) is implemented under
paragraph (1), the Office for Civil Rights and
Civil Liberties and the Privacy Office of the
Department shall submit to the appropriate
congressional committees a joint report that
includes—

(A) a detailed assessment of the measures
used to ensure the protection of civil rights,
civil liberties, and privacy rights in carrying
out this section; and

(B) recommendations to improve the im-
plementation of the strategy required under
subsection (a).

SEC. 1095. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this subtitle shall be construed
to expand the statutory law enforcement or
regulatory authority of the Department.

SA 371. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XII, insert
the following:

SEC. . REPEAL OF WAIVER AUTHORITY

FOR PROVISION OF ASSISTANCE TO
THE GOVERNMENT OF AZERBAIJAN.

Title II of the Foreign Operations, Export
Financing, and Related Programs Appropria-
tions Act, 2002 (Public Law 107-115; 22 U.S.C.
5812 note) is amended, in subsection (g) of
the matter under the heading ‘‘ASSISTANCE
FOR THE INDEPENDENT STATES OF THE FORMER
SOVIET UNION”’ under the heading ‘‘OTHER BI-
LATERAL ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE’'—

(1) by striking paragraphs (2) through (6);
and

(2) in paragraph (1)—

(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘(1) Section” and inserting
“Section’’; and

(B) by redesignating subparagraphs (A)
through (F) as paragraphs (1) through (6), re-
spectively.

SA 372. Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself
and Mr. HAGERTY) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
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military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XII, insert
the following:
Subtitle —Iran Sanctions

SEC. 12 1. SHORT TITLES.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘“‘Making
Iran Sanctions Stick In Lieu of Expiration of
Sanctions Act” or the “MISSILES Act”.

SEC. 12 2. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) Annex B to United Nations Security
Council Resolution 2231 (2015) restricts cer-
tain missile-related activities and transfers
to and from Iran, including all items, mate-
rials, equipment, goods, and technology set
out in the Missile Technology Control Re-
gime Annex, absent advance, case-by-case
approval from the United Nations Security
Council.

(2) Iran has transferred Shahed and
Mohajer drones, covered under the Missile
Technology Control Regime Annex, to the
Russian Federation, the Government of Ethi-
opia, and other Iran-aligned entities, includ-
ing the Houthis in Yemen and militia units
in Iraq, without prior authorization from the
United Nations Security Council, in viola-
tion of the restrictions set forth in Annex B
to United Nations Security Council Resolu-
tion 2231.

(3) Absent action by the United Nations
Security Council, certain missile-related re-
strictions in Annex B to United Nations Se-
curity Council Resolution 2231 will expire in
October 2023, removing international legal
restrictions on missile-related activities and
transfers to and from Iran.

SEC. 12 3. STATEMENT OF POLICY.

It is the policy of the United States—

(1) to combat and deter the transfer of con-
ventional and non-conventional arms, equip-
ment, material, and technology to or from
Iran, or involving the Government of Iran;

(2) to ensure countries, individuals, and en-
tities engaged in, or attempting to engage
in, the acquisition, facilitation, or develop-
ment of arms and related components and
technology and subject to restrictions under
Annex B to United Nations Security Council
Resolution 2231 are held to account under
United States and international law, includ-
ing through the application and enforcement
of sanctions and use of export controls, re-
gardless of whether the restrictions under
Annex B to United Nations Security Council
Resolution 2231 remain in effect following
their anticipated expiration in October 2023;

(3) to urgently seek the extension of mis-
sile-related restrictions set forth in Annex B
to United Nations Security Council Resolu-
tion 2231 (2015); and

(4) to use all available authorities to con-
strain Iran’s domestic ballistic missile pro-
duction capabilities.

SEC. 12 4. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’” means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate;

(B) the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs of the Senate;

(C) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives; and

(D) the Committee on the Judiciary of the
House of Representatives.

(2) COVERED TECHNOLOGY.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered technology’ means—
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(A) any goods, technology, software, or re-
lated material specified in the Missile Tech-
nology Control Regime Annex, as in effect on
the day before the date of the enactment of
this subtitle; and

(B) any additional goods, technology, soft-
ware, or related material added to the Mis-
sile Technology Control Regime Annex after
the day before the date of the enactment of
this Act.

(3) FAMILY MEMBER.—The term ‘‘family
member’’ means—
(A) a child, grandchild, parent, grand-

parent, sibling, or spouse; and

(B) any spouse, widow, or widower of an in-
dividual described in subparagraph (A).

(4) FOREIGN PERSON.—The term ‘‘foreign
person’’—

(A) means an individual or entity that is
not a United States person; and

(B) includes a foreign state (as such term is
defined in section 1603 of title 28, United
States Code).

(5) GOVERNMENT OF IRAN.—The term ‘“‘Gov-
ernment of Iran’’ has the meaning given such
term in section 560.304 of title 31, Code of
Federal Regulations, as such section was in
effect on January 1, 2021.

(6) IRAN-ALIGNED ENTITY.—The term ‘‘Iran-
aligned entity’’ means a foreign person
that—

(A) is controlled or reports directly to the
Government of Iran; and

(B) knowingly receives material or finan-
cial support from the Government of Iran,
including Hezbollah, Ansar Allah, or another
Iranian-backed proxy group.

(7) KNOWINGLY.—The term ‘‘knowingly”’
has the meaning given such term in section
14(13) of the Iran Sanctions Act of 1996 (50
U.S.C. 1701 note).

(8) MISSILE TECHNOLOGY CONTROL REGIME.—
The term ‘‘Missile Technology Control Re-
gime’ means the policy statement between
the United States, the United Kingdom, the
Federal Republic of Germany, France, Italy,
Canada, and Japan that was announced on
April 16, 1987, to restrict sensitive missile-
relevant transfers based on the Missile Tech-
nology Control Regime Annex, and any
amendments thereto or expansions thereof,
as in effect on the day before the date of the
enactment of this Act.

(9) MISSILE TECHNOLOGY CONTROL REGIME
ANNEX.—The term ‘‘Missile Technology Con-
trol Regime Annex’” means the Guidelines
and Equipment and Technology Annex of the
Missile Technology Control Regime, and any
amendments thereto or updates thereof, as
in effect on the day before the date of the en-
actment of this Act.

(10) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The terms
‘“United States person’ means—

(A) a United States citizen;

(B) a permanent resident alien of the
United States;

(C) an entity organized under the laws of
the United States or of any jurisdiction
within the United States, including a foreign
branch of such an entity; or

(D) a person in the United States.

SEC. 12 5. DEPARTMENT OF STATE REPORT ON
DIPLOMATIC STRATEGY AND OTHER
ASPECTS OF UNITED NATIONS SECU-
RITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 2231 EX-
PIRATIONS.

Not later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, and annually there-
after for the following 4 years, the Secretary
of State, in coordination with the heads of
other relevant departments and agencies,
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees an unclassified report,
with a classified annex, if necessary, that in-
cludes—

(1) a diplomatic strategy to secure the re-
newal of international restrictions on cer-
tain missile-related activities, including
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transfers to and from Iran set forth in Annex
B to United Nations Security Council Reso-
lution 2231 (2015) before October 2023;

(2) an analysis of how the expiration of
missile-related restrictions set forth in
Annex B to United Nations Security Council
Resolution 2231 would impact the Govern-
ment of Iran’s arms proliferation and malign
activities, including as the restrictions re-
late to cooperation with, and support for,
Iran-aligned entities and allied countries;

(3) an assessment of the revenue, or non-
cash benefits, to be accrued by the Govern-
ment of Iran, or Iran-aligned entities, as a
result of a lapse in missile-related restric-
tions set forth in Annex B to United Nations
Security Council Resolution 2231;

(4) a detailed description of the United
States strategy to deter, prevent, and dis-
rupt the sale, purchase, or transfer of cov-
ered technology involving Iran absent re-
strictions set forth in Annex B to United Na-
tions Security Council Resolution 2231;

(5) the identification of any foreign person
engaging in, enabling, or otherwise facili-
tating any activity involving Iran restricted
under Annex B to United Nations Security
Council Resolution 2231, regardless of wheth-
er such restrictions remain in effect after
October 2023;

(6) a description of actions by the United
Nations and other multilateral organiza-
tions, including the European Union, to hold
accountable foreign persons that have vio-
lated the restrictions set forth in Annex B to
United Nations Security Council Resolution
2231, and efforts to prevent further violations
of such restrictions;

(7) a description of actions by individual
member states of the United Nations Secu-
rity Council to hold accountable foreign per-
sons that have violated restrictions set forth
in Annex B to United Nations Security Coun-
cil Resolution 2231 and efforts to prevent fur-
ther violations of such restrictions;

(8) a description of actions taken by the
People’s Republic of China, the Russian Fed-
eration, or any other country to prevent,
interfere with, or undermine efforts to hold
accountable foreign persons that have vio-
lated the restrictions set forth in Annex B to
United Nations Security Council Resolution
2231, including actions to restrict United Na-
tions-led investigations into suspected viola-
tions of such restrictions, or limit funding to
relevant United Nations offices or experts;

(9) an analysis of the foreign and domestic
supply chains in Iran that directly or indi-
rectly facilitate, support, or otherwise aid
the Government of Iran’s drone or missile
program, including storage, transportation,
or flight-testing of related goods, tech-
nology, or components;

(10) the identification of any foreign entity
or entities that enables, supports, or other-
wise facilitates the operations or mainte-
nance of any Iranian airline subject to
United States sanctions or export control re-
strictions;

(11) an assessment of how the continued
operation of Iranian airlines subject to
United States sanctions or export control re-
strictions impacts the Government of Iran’s
ability to transport or develop arms, includ-
ing covered technology; and

(12) a description of actions taken by the
People’s Republic of China, the Russian Fed-
eration, or any other country that have vio-
lated the restrictions set forth in Annex B of
United Nations Security Council Resolution
2231, including any purchase, transfer, or ac-
quisition of covered technology or compo-
nent parts.

SEC. 12 6. COMBATING THE PROLIFERATION OF
TRANIAN MISSILES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The actions, including

sanctions, described in subsection (b) shall
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apply to any foreign person the President de-
termines, on or after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act—

(1) knowingly engages in any effort to ac-
quire, possess, develop, transport, transfer,
or deploy covered technology to, from, or in-
volving the Government of Iran or Iran-
aligned entities, regardless of whether the
restrictions set forth in Annex B to United
Nations Security Council Resolution 2231
(2015) remain in effect after October 2023;

(2) knowingly provides entities owned or
controlled by the Government of Iran or
Iran-aligned entities with goods, technology,
parts, or components, that may contribute
to the development of covered technology;

(3) knowingly participates in joint missile
or drone development, including develop-
ment of covered technology, with the Gov-
ernment of Iran or Iran-aligned entities, in-
cluding technical training, storage, and
transport;

(4) knowingly imports, exports, or re-ex-
ports to, into, or from Iran, whether directly
or indirectly, any significant arms or related
materiel prohibited under paragraph (5) or
(6) to Annex B of United Nations Security
Council Resolution 2231 (2015) as of April 1,
2023; or

(56) knowingly provides significant finan-
cial, material, or technological support to,
or knowingly engages in a significant trans-
action with, a foreign person subject to sanc-
tions for conduct described in paragraph (1),
(2), (3), or (4).

(b) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.—The sanctions
described in this subsection are the fol-
lowing:

(1) BLOCKING OF PROPERTY.—The President
shall exercise all authorities granted under
the International Emergency Economic Pow-
ers Act (60 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) to the extent
necessary to block and prohibit all trans-
actions in property and interests in property
of the foreign person if such property and in-
terests in property are in the United States,
come within the United States, or come
within the possession or control of a United
States person.

(2) INELIGIBILITY FOR VISAS, ADMISSION, OR
PAROLE.—

(A) VISAS, ADMISSION, OR PAROLE.—An alien
described in subsection (a) shall be—

(i) inadmissible to the United States;

(ii) ineligible to receive a visa or other doc-
umentation to enter the United States; and

(iii) otherwise ineligible to be admitted or
paroled into the United States or to receive
any other benefit under the Immigration and
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.).

(B) CURRENT VISAS REVOKED.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The visa or other entry
documentation of any alien described in sub-
section (a) is subject to revocation regard-
less of the issue date of the visa or other
entry documentation.

(ii) IMMEDIATE EFFECT.—A revocation
under clause (i) shall, in accordance with
section 221(i) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1201(i))—

(I) take effect immediately; and

(IT) cancel any other valid visa or entry
documentation that is in the possession of
the alien.

(c) PENALTIES.—Any person that violates,
or attempts to violate, subsection (a) or any
regulation, license, or order issued pursuant
to that subsection, shall be subject to the
penalties set forth in subsections (b) and (c)
of section 206 of the International Economic
Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1705) to the same ex-
tent as a person that commits an unlawful
act described in subsection (a) of that sec-
tion.

(d) WAIVER.—The President may waive the
application of sanctions under this section
with respect to a foreign person only if, not
later than 15 days before the date on which
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the waiver is to take effect, the President
submits to the appropriate congressional
committees a written determination and jus-
tification that the waiver is in the vital na-
tional security interests of the TUnited
States.

(e) IMPLEMENTATION.—The President may
exercise all the authorities provided under
sections 203 and 205 of the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C.
1702 and 1704) to carry out the amendments
made by this section.

(f) RULEMAKING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the President, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of State, shall promulgate any regula-
tions that are necessary to implement this
subtitle and the amendments made by this
subtitle.

(2) NOTIFICATION TO CONGRESS.—Not less
than 10 days before the promulgation of reg-
ulations pursuant to paragraph (1), the
President shall submit to the appropriate
congressional committees—

(A) a copy of the proposed regulations; and

(B) a description of the specific provisions
of this subtitle and the amendments made by
this subtitle that such regulations are imple-
menting.

(g2) EXCEPTIONS.—

(1) EXCEPTION FOR INTELLIGENCE ACTIVI-
TIES.—Sanctions authorized under this sec-
tion shall not apply to any activity subject
to the reporting requirements under title V
of the National Security Act of 1947 (50
U.S.C. 3091 et seq.) or any authorized intel-
ligence activities of the United States.

(2) EXCEPTION TO COMPLY WITH INTER-
NATIONAL OBLIGATIONS AND FOR LAW ENFORCE-
MENT ACTIVITIES.—Sanctions authorized
under this section shall not apply with re-
spect to an alien if admitting or paroling the
alien into the United States is necessary—

(A) to permit the United States to comply
with the Agreement regarding the Head-
quarters of the United Nations, signed at
Lake Success June 26, 1947, and entered into
force November 21, 1947, between the United
Nations and the United States, or other ap-
plicable international obligations; or

(B) to carry out or assist authorized law
enforcement activity in the United States.

(h) TERMINATION OF SANCTIONS.—This sec-
tion shall cease to be effective beginning on
the date that is 30 days after the date on
which the President certifies to the appro-
priate congressional committees that—

(1) the Government of Iran no longer pro-
vides support for international terrorism, as
determined by the Secretary of State pursu-
ant to—

(A) section 1754(c)(1)(A) of the Export Con-
trol Reform Act of 2018 (50 U.S.C.
4318(c)(1)(A));

(B) section 620A of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2371);

(C) section 40 of the Arms Export Control
Act (22 U.S.C. 2780); or

(D) any other provision of law; and

(2) Iran has ceased the pursuit, acquisition,
and development of, and verifiably disman-
tled, its nuclear, biological, and chemical
weapons and ballistic missiles and ballistic
missile launch technology.

SA 373. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:
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At the appropriate place in title XII, insert
the following:

SEC. . UNITED STATES-URUGUAY PARTNER-
SHIP.

(a) ELIGIBILITY OF URUGUAY FOR DESIGNA-
TION AS A BENEFICIARY COUNTRY UNDER CAR-
IBBEAN BASIN ECONOMIC RECOVERY ACT.—Sec-
tion 212(b) of the Caribbean Basin Economic
Recovery Act (19 U.S.C. 2702(b)) is amended
by inserting after ‘“Turks and Caicos Is-
lands’’ the following new item:

“Uruguay’.

(b) NONIMMIGRANT TRADERS AND INVES-
TORS.—For purposes of clauses (i) and (ii) of
section 101(a)(15)(E) of the Immigration and
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(E)), Uru-
guay shall be considered to be a foreign state
described in such section if the Government
of Uruguay provides similar nonimmigrant
status to nationals of the United States.

(c) VIsSA WAIVER PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY.—

(1) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity, in consultation with the Secretary of
State, should conduct a review as to whether
Uruguay meets the eligibility criteria for
designation as a program country for pur-
poses of the visa waiver program under sec-
tion 217 of the Immigration and Nationality
Act (8 U.S.C. 1187).

(2) VISA WAIVER PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY.—Not
later than 90 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of Homeland
Security, in consultation with the Secretary
of State, shall submit to Congress a report
that includes—

(A) an assessment as to whether Uruguay
meets the eligibility criteria for designation
as a program country for purposes of the visa
waiver program under section 217 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1187); and

(B) in the case of such an assessment that
Uruguay does not meet such eligibility cri-
teria, a description of the actions required of
Uruguay in order to meet such criteria.

SA 374. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end, add the following:

DIVISION F—DEPARTMENT OF STATE

AUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2023
SEC. 6001. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This division may be
cited as the ‘“‘Department of State Author-
ization Act of 2023".

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this division is as follows:

DIVISION F—DEPARTMENT OF STATE

AUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2023

Sec. 6001. Short title; table of contents.

Sec. 6002. Definitions.

TITLE LXI—DIPLOMATIC SECURITY AND

CONSULAR AFFAIRS

Sec. 6101. Passport fee expenditure author-
ity extension.

Special hiring authority for pass-
port services.

Quarterly report on passport wait
times.

Passport travel advisories.

Strategy to ensure access to pass-
port services for all Americans.

Strengthening the National Pass-
port Information Center.

Sec. 6102.

Sec. 6103.

6104.
6105.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 6106.
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Sec. 6107. Strengthening passport customer
visibility and transparency.

Annual Office of Authentications
report.

Annual special immigrant visa re-
port.

Increased accountability in as-
signment restrictions and re-
views.

Suitability reviews for Foreign
Service Institute instructors.
Diplomatic security fellowship

programs.

TITLE LXII—PERSONNEL MATTERS

Subtitle A—Hiring, Promotion, and
Development

Adjustment to promotion pre-
cepts.

Hiring authorities.

Extending paths to service for
paid student interns.

Lateral Entry Program.

Mid-Career Mentoring Program.

Report on the Foreign Service In-
stitute’s language program .

Consideration of career civil serv-
ants as chiefs of missions.

Civil service rotational program.

Reporting requirement on chiefs
of mission.

Report on chiefs of mission and
deputy chiefs of mission.

Protection of retirement annuity
for reemployment by Depart-
ment.

Enhanced vetting for senior diplo-
matic posts.

Efforts to improve retention and
prevent retaliation.

National advertising campaign.

Expansion of diplomats in resi-
dence programs.

Subtitle B—Pay, Benefits, and Workforce

Matters

Education allowance.

Per diem allowance for newly
hired members of the Foreign
Service.

Improving mental health services
for foreign and civil servants.

Emergency back-up care.

Authority to provide services to
non-chief of mission personnel.

Exception for government-fi-
nanced air transportation.

Enhanced authorities to protect
locally employed staff during
emergencies.

Internet at hardship posts.

Competitive local compensation
plan.

Supporting tandem couples in the
Foreign Service.

Accessibility at diplomatic mis-
sions.

Report on breastfeeding accom-
modations overseas.

Determining the effectiveness of
knowledge transfers between
Foreign Service Officers.

Education allowance for depend-
ents of Department of State
employees located in United
States territories.

TITLE LXIII-INFORMATION SECURITY
AND CYBER DIPLOMACY

Sec. 6301. Data-informed diplomacy.

Sec. 6302. Establishment and expansion of
the Bureau Chief Data Officer
Program.

Sec. 6303. Task force to address artificial in-
telligence-enabled influence op-
erations.

Sec. 6304. Establishment of the Chief Artifi-
cial Intelligence Officer of the
Department of State.

Sec. 6108.
Sec. 6109.

Sec. 6110.

Sec. 6111.

Sec. 6112.

Sec. 6201.

6202.
6203.

Sec.
Sec.

6204.
6205.
6206.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec. 6207.

6208.
6209.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 6210.

Sec. 6211.

Sec. 6212.

Sec. 6213.

6214.
6215.

Sec.
Sec.

6221.
6222.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 6223.

6224.
6225.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec. 6226.

Sec. 6227.

6228.
6229.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec. 6230.

Sec. 6231.

Sec. 6232.

Sec. 6233.

Sec. 6234.
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Sec. 6305. Strengthening the Chief Informa-
tion Officer of the Department
of State.

Sense of Congress on strength-
ening enterprise governance.
6307. Digital connectivity and cyberse-

curity partnership.

6308. Establishment of a cyberspace,
digital connectivity, and re-
lated technologies (CDT) fund.

Cyber protection support for per-
sonnel of the Department of
State in positions highly vul-
nerable to cyber attack.

TITLE LXIV—ORGANIZATION AND

OPERATIONS

Personal services contractors.

Hard-to-fill posts.

Enhanced oversight of the Office
of Civil Rights.

Crisis response operations.

Special Envoy to the Pacific Is-
lands Forum.

Special Envoy for Belarus.

Overseas placement of special ap-
pointment positions.

TITLE LXV—ECONOMIC DIPLOMACY

Sec. 6501. Duties of officers performing eco-

nomic functions.

Sec. 6502. Report on recruitment, retention,
and promotion of Foreign Serv-
ice economic officers.

6503. Mandate to revise Department of
State metrics for successful
economic and commercial di-
plomacy.

Chief of mission economic respon-
sibilities.

6505. Direction to embassy deal teams.

6506. Establishment of a ‘“Deal Team of

the Year’ award.

TITLE LXVI—PUBLIC DIPLOMACY

Sec. 6601. Public diplomacy outreach.

Sec. 6602. Modification on use of funds for
Radio Free Europe/Radio Lib-
erty.

International broadcasting.

John Lewis Civil Rights Fellow-
ship program.

Domestic engagement and public
affairs.

Extension of Global Engagement
Center.

Paperwork Reduction Act.

Modernization and enhancement
strategy.

TITLE LXVII—-OTHER MATTERS

6701. Expanding the use of DDTC licens-

ing fees.

6702. Prohibition on entry of officials of
foreign governments involved
in significant corruption or
gross violations of human
rights.

Protection of cultural heritage
during crises.

National Museum of American Di-
plomacy.

Extraterritorial offenses com-
mitted by United States na-
tionals serving with inter-
national organizations.

Extension of certain privileges and
immunities to the Inter-
national Energy Forum.

Extension of certain privileges and
immunities to the Conseil
Européen pour la recherche
nucléaire (CERN; the European
Organization for Nuclear Re-
search).

Internships of United States na-
tionals at international organi-
zations.

Training for international organi-
zations.

Sec. 6306.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 6309.

6401.
6402.
6403.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

6404.
6405.

Sec.
Sec.

6406.
6407.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec. 6504.

Sec.
Sec.

6603.
6604.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec. 6605.
Sec. 6606.

6607.
6608.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 6703.

Sec. 6704.

Sec. 6705.

Sec. 6706.

Sec. 6707.

Sec. 6708.

Sec. 6709.
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Modification to transparency on
international agreements and
non-binding instruments.

Strategy for the efficient proc-
essing of all Afghan special im-
migrant visa applications and
appeals.

Report on partner forces utilizing
United States security assist-
ance identified as using hunger
as a weapon of war.

Infrastructure projects and invest-
ments by the United States and
People’s Republic of China.

Special envoys.

US-ASEAN Center.

Report on vetting of students from
national defense universities
and other academic institutions
of the People’s Republic of
China.

Briefings on the United States-Eu-
ropean Union Trade and Tech-
nology Council.

Report on participation in exer-
cises with governments that
have supported international
terrorism .

Congressional oversight, quarterly
review, and authority relating
to concurrence provided by
chiefs of mission for support of
certain Government operations.

Sec. 6720. Modification and repeal of reports.

TITLE LXVIII-COMBATING GLOBAL

Sec. 6710.

Sec. 6711.

Sec. 6712.

Sec. 6713.

6714.
6715.
6716.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 6717.

Sec. 6718.

Sec. 6719.

CORRUPTION
Sec. 6801. Short title.
Sec. 6802. Definitions.
Sec. 6803. Publication of tiered ranking list.
Sec. 6804. Minimum standards for the elimi-
nation of corruption and assess-
ment of efforts to combat cor-
ruption.
Sec. 6805. Imposition of sanctions under
Global Magnitsky Human
Rights Accountability Act.
Sec. 6806. Designation of embassy anti-cor-
ruption points of contact.
TITLE LXIX—AUKUS MATTERS
Sec. 6901. Definitions.
Subtitle A—Outlining the AUKUS
Partnership
Sec. 6911. Statement of policy on the

AUKUS partnership.

Sec. 6912. Senior Advisor for the AUKUS
partnership at the Department
of State.

Subtitle B—Authorization for Submarine
Transfers, Support, and Infrastructure Im-
provement Activities

Sec. 6921. Australia, United Kingdom, and
United States submarine secu-
rity activities.

Sec. 6922. Acceptance of contributions for
Australia, United Kingdom, and
United States submarine secu-
rity activities; AUKUS Sub-
marine Security Activities Ac-
count.

Sec. 6923. Australia, United Kingdom, and
United States submarine secu-
rity training.

Subtitle C—Streamlining and Protecting

Transfers of United States Military Tech-
nology From Compromise

Sec. 6931. Priority for Australia and the
United Kingdom in Foreign
Military Sales and Direct Com-
mercial Sales.

Sec. 6932. Identification and pre-clearance of

platforms, technologies, and
equipment for sale to Australia
and the United Kingdom

through Foreign Military Sales
and Direct Commercial Sales.



S2546

Sec. 6933. Export control exemptions and
standards.

Sec. 6934. Expedited review of export Ili-
censes for exports of advanced
technologies to Australia, the
United Kingdom, and Canada.

Sec. 6935. United States Munitions List.

Subtitle D—Other AUKUS Matters

Sec. 6941. Reporting related to the AUKUS
partnership.

SEC. 6002. DEFINITIONS.

In this division:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees” means the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of
Representatives.

(2) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’’
means the Department of State.
(3) SECRETARY.—The term

means the Secretary of State.

TITLE LXI—DIPLOMATIC SECURITY AND

CONSULAR AFFAIRS
SEC. 6101. PASSPORT FEE EXPENDITURE AU-
THORITY EXTENSION.

(a) WESTERN HEMISPHERE TRAVEL INITIA-
TIVE FEE.—To make permanent the Western
Hemisphere Travel Initiative fee, section 1(b)
of the Passport Act of June 4, 1920 (22 U.S.C.
214(b)(1)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘(1)”’; and

(2) by striking paragraphs (2) and (3).

(b) PASSPORT FEES.—Section 1(b) of the
Passport Act of June 4, 1920, as amended by
subsection (a), shall be applied through fiscal
year 2028 by striking ‘‘such costs’” and in-
serting ‘‘the costs of providing consular serv-
ices”.

(c) MODERNIZATION OF PASSPORT PROC-
ESSING.—A portion of the expanded expendi-
ture authorities provided in subsections (a)
and (b) shall be used—

(1) to modernize consular systems, with an
emphasis on passport and citizenship serv-
ices; and

(2) towards a feasibility study on how the
Department could provide urgent, in-person
passport services to significant populations
with the longest travel times to existing
passport agencies, including the possibility
of building new passport agencies.

SEC. 6102. SPECIAL HIRING AUTHORITY FOR

PASSPORT SERVICES.

During the 3-year period beginning on the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of State, without regard to the provi-
sions under sections 3309 through 3318 of title
5, United States Code, may directly appoint
candidates to positions in the competitive
service (as defined in section 2102 of such
title) at the Department in the Passport and
Visa Examining Series 0967.

SEC. 6103. QUARTERLY REPORT ON PASSPORT

WAIT TIMES.

Not later than 30 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, and quarterly there-
after for the following 3 years, the Secretary
shall submit a report to the appropriate con-
gressional committees that describes—

(1) the current estimated wait times for
passport processing;

(2) the steps that have been taken by the
Department to reduce wait times to a rea-
sonable time;

(3) efforts to improve the rollout of the on-
line passport renewal processing program,
including how much of passport revenues the
Department is spending on consular systems
modernization;

(4) the demand for urgent passport services
by major metropolitan area;

(5) the steps that have been taken by the
Department to reduce and meet the demand
for urgent passport services, particularly in
areas that are greater than 5 hours driving
time from the nearest passport agency; and

‘“‘Secretary’’

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

(6) how the Department details its staff
and resources to passport services programs.
SEC. 6104. PASSPORT TRAVEL ADVISORIES.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Department
shall make prominently available in United
States regular passports, on the first three
pages of the passport, the following informa-
tion:

(1) A prominent, clear advisory for all trav-
elers to check travel.state.gov for updated
travel warnings and advisories.

(2) A prominent, clear notice urging all
travelers to register with the Department
prior to overseas travel.

(3) A prominent, clear advisory—

(A) noting that many countries deny entry
to travelers during the last 6 months of their
passport validity period; and

(B) urging all travelers to renew their pass-
port not later than 1 year prior to its expira-
tion.

SEC. 6105. STRATEGY TO ENSURE ACCESS TO
PASSPORT SERVICES FOR ALL
AMERICANS.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall submit a strategy to the appropriate
congressional committees, the Committee on
Appropriations of the Senate, and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives for ensuring reasonable ac-
cess to passport services for all Americans,
which shall include—

(1) a detailed strategy describing how the
Department could—

(A) by not later than 1 year after submis-
sion of the strategy, reduce passport proc-
essing times to an acceptable average for re-
newals and for expedited service; and

(B) by not later than 2 years after the sub-
mission of the strategy, provide United
States residents living in a significant popu-
lation center more than a 5-hour drive from
a passport agency with urgent, in-person
passport services, including the possibility of
building new passport agencies; and

(2) a description of the specific resources
required to implement the strategy.

SEC. 6106. STRENGTHENING THE NATIONAL
PASSPORT INFORMATION CENTER.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that passport wait times since 2021
have been unacceptably long and have cre-
ated frustration among those seeking to ob-
tain or renew passports.

(b) ONLINE CHAT FEATURE.—The Depart-
ment should develop an online tool with the
capability for customers to correspond with
customer service representatives regarding
questions and updates pertaining to their ap-
plication for a passport or for the renewal of
a passport.

(c) GAO REPORT.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall initiate a review of NPIC operations,
which shall include an analysis of the extent
to which NPIC—

(1) responds to constituent inquiries by
telephone, including how long constituents
are kept on hold and their ability to be
placed in a queue;

(2) provides personalized customer service;

(3) maintains its telecommunications in-
frastructure to ensure it effectively handles
call volumes; and

(4) other relevant issues the Comptroller
General deems appropriate.

SEC. 6107. STRENGTHENING PASSPORT CUS-
TOMER VISIBILITY AND TRANS-
PARENCY.

(a) ONLINE STATUS TooL.—Not later than 2
years after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Department should modernize the
online passport application status tool to in-
clude, to the greatest extent possible, step
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by step updates on the status of their appli-
cation, including with respect to the fol-
lowing stages:

(1) Submitted for processing.

(2) In process at a lockbox facility.

(3) Awaiting adjudication.

(4) In process of adjudication.

(5) Adjudicated with a result of approval or
denial.

(6) Materials shipped.

(b) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.—The tool
pursuant to subsection (a) should include a
display that informs each passport applicant
of—

(1) the date on which his or her passport
application was received; and

(2) the estimated wait time remaining in
the passport application process.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Assistant Secretary of State for Consular Af-
fairs shall submit a report to the appropriate
congressional committees that outlines a
plan for coordinated comprehensive public
outreach to increase public awareness and
understanding of—

(1) the online status tool required under
subsection (a);

(2) passport travel
under section 6104; and

(3) passport wait times.

SEC. 6108. ANNUAL OFFICE OF AUTHENTICA-
TIONS REPORT.

(a) REPORT.—The Assistant Secretary of
State for Consular Affairs shall submit an
annual report for 5 years to the appropriated
congressional committees that describes—

(1) the number of incoming authentication
requests, broken down by month and type of
request, to show seasonal fluctuations in de-
mand;

(2) the average time taken by the Office of
Authentications of the Department of State
to authenticate documents, broken down by
month to show seasonal fluctuations in wait
times;

(3) how the Department of State details
staff to the Office of Authentications; and

(4) the impact that hiring additional, per-
manent, dedicated staff for the Office of Au-
thentications would have on the processing
times referred to in paragraph (2).

(b) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary of
State is authorized to hire additional, per-
manent, dedicated staff for the Office of Au-
thentications.

SEC. 6109. ANNUAL SPECIAL IMMIGRANT VISA RE-
ORT.

Not later than one year after the date of
the enactment of this Act, and annually
thereafter for 5 years, the Assistant Sec-
retary of State for Consular Affairs shall
submit to the appropriate congressional
committees, the Committee on the Judiciary
of the Senate, and the Committee on the Ju-
diciary of the House of Representatives a re-
port that identifies —

(1) the number of approved applications
awaiting visas authorized under section
203(b)(4) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act (8 U.S.C. 1153(b)(4)) (commonly known as
EB-4 visas) for special immigrants described
in section 101(a)(27)(D) of such Act (8 U.S.C.
1101(a)(27)(D)) who are employed by the
United States Government, broken down by
country;

(2) an estimate of—

(A) the number of special immigrant visas
authorized under such section 101(a)(27)(D)
that will be issued during the current fiscal
year; and

(B) the number of special immigrant visa
applicants who will not be granted such a
visa during the current fiscal year;

(3) the estimated period between the date
on which a qualified applicant for such a spe-
cial immigrant visa submits a completed ap-
plication for such a visa and the date on

advisories required
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which such applicant would be issued such a
visa; and

(4) the specific high-risk populations, bro-
ken down by country, who will face in-
creased hardship due to Department of State
delays in processing special immigrant visa
applications under such section 101(a)(27)(D).
SEC. 6110. INCREASED ACCOUNTABILITY IN AS-

SIGNMENT RESTRICTIONS AND RE-
VIEWS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the use of policies to restrict personnel
from serving in certain assignments may un-
dermine the Department’s ability to deploy
relevant cultural and linguistic skills at dip-
lomatic posts abroad if not applied judi-
ciously; and

(2) the Department should continuously
evaluate all processes relating to assignment
restrictions, assignment title reviews, and
preclusions at the Department.

(b) NOTIFICATION OF STATUS.—Beginning
not later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall—

(1) provide a status update for all Depart-
ment personnel who, prior to such date of en-
actment, were subject to a prior assignment
restriction, assignment review, or preclusion
for whom a review or decision related to as-
signment is pending; and

(2) on an ongoing basis, provide a status
update for any Department personnel who
has been the subject of a pending assignment
restriction or pending assignment review for
more than 30 days.

(¢) NOTIFICATION CONTENT.—The notifica-
tion required under subsection (b) shall in-
form relevant personnel, as of the date of the
notification—

(1) whether any prior assignment restric-
tion has been lifted;

(2) if their assignment status is subject to
ongoing review, and an estimated date for
completion; and

(3) if they are subject to any other restric-
tions on their ability to serve at posts
abroad.

(d) ADJUDICATION OF ONGOING ASSIGNMENT
REVIEWS.—

(1) TiIME LIMIT.—The Department shall es-
tablish a reasonable time limit for the De-
partment to complete an assignment review
and establish a deadline by which it must in-
form personnel of a decision related to such
a review.

(2) APPEALS.—For any personnel the De-
partment determines are ineligible to serve
in an assignment due to an assignment re-
striction or assignment review, a Security
Appeal Panel shall convene not later than
120 days of an appeal being filed.

(3) ENTRY-LEVEL BIDDING PROCESS.—The De-
partment shall include a description of the
assignment review process and critical
human intelligence threat posts in a briefing
to new officers as part of their entry-level
bidding process.

(4) POINT OF CONTACT.—The Department
shall designate point of contacts in the Bu-
reau of Diplomatic Security and Bureau of
Global Talent Management to answer em-
ployee and Career Development Officer ques-
tions about assignment restrictions, assign-
ment reviews, and preclusions.

(e) SECURITY REVIEW PANEL.—Not later
than 90 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Security Appeal Panel shall
be comprised of—

(1) the head of an office responsible for
human resources or discrimination who re-
ports directly to the Secretary;

(2) the Principal Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary for the Bureau of Global Talent Man-
agement;

(3) the Principal Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary for the Bureau of Intelligence and Re-
search;
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(4) an Assistant Secretary or Deputy, or
equivalent, from a third bureau as des-
ignated by the Under Secretary for Manage-
ment;

(5) a representative from the geographic
bureau to which the restriction applies; and

(6) a representative from the Office of the
Legal Adviser and a representative from the
Bureau of Diplomatic Security, who shall
serve as non-voting advisors.

(f) APPEAL RIGHTS.—Section 414(a) of the
Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal
Year 2017 (22 U.S.C. 2734c(a)) is amended by
striking the first two sentences and insert-
ing ‘“The Secretary shall establish and main-
tain a right and process for employees to ap-
peal a decision related to an assignment,
based on a restriction, review, or preclusion.
Such right and process shall ensure that any
such employee shall have the same appeal
rights as provided by the Department regard-
ing denial or revocation of a security clear-
ance.”.

(g) FAM UPDATE.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall amend all relevant provi-
sions of the Foreign Service Manual, and any
associated or related policies of the Depart-
ment, to comply with this section.

SEC. 6111. SUITABILITY REVIEWS FOR FOREIGN
SERVICE INSTITUTE INSTRUCTORS.

The Secretary shall ensure that all in-
structors at the Foreign Service Institute,
including direct hires and contractors, who
provide language instruction are—

(1) subject to suitability reviews and back-
ground investigations; and

(2) subject to continuous vetting or re-
investigations to the extend consistent with
Department and Executive policy for other
Department personnel.

SEC. 6112. DIPLOMATIC SECURITY FELLOWSHIP
PROGRAMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 47 of the State
Department Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22
U.S.C. 2719) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“The Secretary’ and insert-
ing the following:

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

“(b) DIPLOMATIC
PROGRAMS.—

‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of
State, working through the Assistant Sec-
retary for Diplomatic Security, shall estab-
lish Diplomatic Security fellowship pro-
grams to provide grants to United States na-
tionals pursuing undergraduate studies who
commit to pursuing a career as a special
agent, security engineering officer, or in the
civil service in the Bureau of Diplomatic Se-
curity.

‘“(2) RULEMAKING.—The Secretary shall
promulgate regulations for the administra-
tion of Diplomatic Security fellowship pro-
grams that set forth—

“(A) the eligibility requirements for re-
ceiving a grant under this subsection;

‘(B) the process by which eligible appli-
cants may request such a grant;

‘“(C) the maximum amount of such a grant;
and

‘(D) the educational progress to which all
grant recipients are obligated.”’.

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated
$2,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2024 through
2028 to carry out this section.

TITLE LXII—PERSONNEL MATTERS
Subtitle A—Hiring, Promotion, and
Development
SEC. 6201. ADJUSTMENT TO PROMOTION PRE-

CEPTS.

Section 603(b) of the Foreign Service Act of

1980 (22 U.S.C. 4003(b)) is amended—
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(1) by redesignating paragraph (2), (3), and
(4) as paragraphs (7), (8), and (9), respec-
tively; and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraphs:

‘‘(2) experience serving at an international
organization, multilateral institution, or en-
gaging in multinational negotiations;

‘“(3) willingness to serve in hardship posts
overseas or across geographically distinct re-
gions;

‘‘(4) experience advancing policies or devel-
oping expertise that enhance the United
States’ competitiveness with regard to crit-
ical and emerging technologies;

‘“(b) willingness to participate in appro-
priate and relevant professional development
opportunities offered by the Foreign Service
Institute or other educational institutions
associated with the Department;

‘(6) willingness to enable and encourage
subordinates at various levels to avail them-
selves of appropriate and relevant profes-
sional development opportunities offered by
the Foreign Service Institute or other edu-
cational institutions associated with the De-
partment;”’.

SEC. 6202. HIRING AUTHORITIES.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the Department should possess hiring
authorities to enable recruitment of individ-
uals representative of the nation with spe-
cial skills needed to address 21st century di-
plomacy challenges; and

(2) the Secretary shall conduct a survey of
hiring authorities held by the Department to
identify—

(A) hiring authorities already authorized
by Congress;

(B) others authorities granted through
Presidential decree or executive order; and

(C) any authorities needed to enable re-
cruitment of individuals with the special
skills described in paragraph (1).

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit a report to the appro-
priate congressional committees that in-
cludes a description of all existing hiring au-
thorities and legislative proposals on any
new needed authorities.

(c) SPECIAL HIRING AUTHORITY.—For an ini-
tial period of not more than 3 years after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary may appoint, without regard to the
provisions of sections 3309 through 3318 of
title 5, United States Code, candidates di-
rectly to positions in the competitive service
at the Department, as defined in section 2102
of that title, in the following occupational
series: 1560 Data Science, 2210 Information
Technology Management, and 0201 Human
Resources Management.

SEC. 6203. EXTENDING PATHS TO SERVICE FOR
PAID STUDENT INTERNS.

For up to 2 years following the end of a
compensated internship at the Department
or the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development, the Department or
USAID may offer employment to up to 25
such interns and appoint them directly to
positions in the competitive service, as de-
fined in section 2102 of title 5, United States
Code, without regard to the provisions of
sections 3309 through 3318 of such title.

SEC. 6204. LATERAL ENTRY PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 404 of the Depart-
ment of State Authorities Act, Fiscal Year
2017 (Public Law 114-323; 130 Stat. 1928) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (b)—

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking ‘‘3-year’’ and inserting ‘‘5-year’’;
(B) in paragraph (5), by striking ‘‘; and’’;

(C) in paragraph (6), by striking the period
at the end and inserting a semicolon; and
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(D) by adding at the end the following new
paragraphs:

“(7) does not include the use of Foreign
Service-Limited or other noncareer Foreign
Service hiring authorities; and

‘“(8) includes not fewer than 30 participants
for each year of the pilot program.’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

‘‘(e) CERTIFICATION.—If the Secretary does
not commence the lateral entry program
within 180 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this subsection, the Secretary shall
submit a report to the appropriate congres-
sional committees—

‘(1) certifying that progress is being made
on implementation of the pilot program and
describing such progress, including the date
on which applicants will be able to apply;

‘“(2) estimating the date by which the pilot
program will be fully implemented;

‘(3) outlining how the Department will use
the Lateral Entry Program to fill needed
skill sets in key areas such as cyberspace,
emerging technologies, economic statecraft,
multilateral diplomacy, and data and other
sciences.”.

SEC. 6205. MID-CAREER MENTORING PROGRAM.

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary, in col-
laboration with the Director of the Foreign
Service Institute, is authorized to establish a
Mid-Career Mentoring Program (referred to
in this section as the ‘‘Program’) for em-
ployees who have demonstrated outstanding
service and leadership.

(b) SELECTION.—

(1) NOMINATIONS.—The head of each bureau
shall semiannually nominate participants
for the Program from a pool of applicants in
the positions described in paragraph (2)(B),
including from posts both domestically and
abroad.

(2) SUBMISSION OF SLATE OF NOMINEES TO
SECRETARY.—The Director of the Foreign
Service Institute, in consultation with the
Director General of the Foreign Service,
shall semiannually—

(A) vet the nominees most recently nomi-
nated pursuant to paragraph (1); and

(B) submit to the Secretary a slate of ap-
plicants to participate in the Program, who
shall consist of at least—

(i) 10 Foreign Service Officers and special-
ists classified at the FS-03 or FS-04 level of
the Foreign Service Salary Schedule;

(ii) 10 Civil Service employees classified at
GS-12 or GS-13 of the General Schedule; and

(iii) 5 Foreign Service Officers from the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment.

(3) FINAL SELECTION.—The Secretary shall
select the applicants who will be invited to
participate in the Program from the slate re-
ceived pursuant to paragraph (2)(B) and ex-
tend such an invitation to each selected ap-
plicant.

(4) MERIT PRINCIPLES.—Section 105 of the
Foreign Service Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 3905)
shall apply to nominations, submissions to
the Secretary, and selections for the Pro-
gram under this section.

(c) PROGRAM SESSIONS.—

(1) FREQUENCY; DURATION.—AIl of the par-
ticipants who accept invitations extended
pursuant to subsection (b)(3) shall meet 3 to
4 times per year for training sessions with
high-level leaders of the Department and
USAID, including private group meetings
with the Secretary and the Administrator of
the United States Agency for International
Development.

(2) THEMES.—Each session referred to in
paragraph (1) shall focus on specific themes
developed jointly by the Foreign Service In-
stitute and the Executive Secretariat fo-
cused on substantive policy issues and lead-
ership practices.
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(d) MENTORING PROGRAM.—The Secretary
and the Administrator each shall establish a
mentoring and coaching program that pairs
a senior leader of the Department or USAID
with each of the program participants who
complete the Program during the 1-year pe-
riod immediately following their participa-
tion in the Program.

(e) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, and annually thereafter for three years,
the Secretary shall submit a report to the
appropriate congressional committees that
describes the activities of the Program dur-
ing the most recent year and includes
disaggregated demographic data on partici-
pants in the Program.

SEC. 6206. REPORT ON THE FOREIGN SERVICE IN-
STITUTE’S LANGUAGE PROGRAM .

Not later than 60 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall
submit a report to the appropriate congres-
sional committees that includes—

(1) the average pass and fail rates for lan-
guage programs at the Foreign Service Insti-
tute disaggregated by language during the 5-
year period immediately preceding the date
of the enactment of this Act;

(2) the number of language instructors at
the Foreign Service Institute, and a com-
parison of the instructor/student ratio in the
language programs at the Foreign Service
Institute disaggregated by language;

(3) salaries for language instructors
disaggregated by language, and a comparison
to salaries for instructors teaching lan-
guages in comparable employment;

(4) recruitment and retention plans for lan-
guage instructors, disaggregated by language
where necessary and practicable; and

(5) any plans to increase pass rates for lan-
guages with high failure rates.

SEC. 6207. CONSIDERATION OF CAREER CIVIL
SERVANTS AS CHIEFS OF MISSIONS.

Section 304(b) of the Foreign Service Act of
1980 (22 U.S.C. 3944) is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3); and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

‘“(2) The Secretary shall also furnish to the
President, on an annual basis and to assist
the President in selecting qualified can-
didates for appointments or assignments as
chief of mission, the names of between 5 and
10 career civil servants serving at the De-
partment of State or the United States
Agency for International Development who
are qualified to serve as chiefs of mission, to-
gether with pertinent information about
such individuals.”.

SEC. 6208. CIVIL SERVICE ROTATIONAL PRO-

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF PILOT ROTATIONAL
PROGRAM FOR CIVIL SERVICE.—Not later than
180 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary shall establish a pro-
gram to provide qualified civil servants serv-
ing at the Department an opportunity to
serve at a United States embassy, including
identifying criteria and an application proc-
ess for such program.

(b) PROGRAM.—The program established
under this section shall—

(1) provide at least 20 career civil servants
the opportunity to serve for 2 to 3 years at a
United States embassy to gain additional
skills and experience;

(2) offer such civil servants the oppor-
tunity to serve in a political or economic
section at a United States embassy; and

(3) include clear and transparent criteria
for eligibility and selection, which shall in-
clude a minimum of 5 years of service at the
Department.

(¢) SUBSEQUENT POSITION AND PROMOTION.—
Following a rotation at a United States em-
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bassy pursuant to the program established
by this section, participants in the program
must be afforded, at minimum, a position
equivalent in seniority, compensation, and
responsibility to the position occupied prior
serving in the program. Successful comple-
tion of a rotation at a United States em-
bassy shall be considered favorably with re-
gard to applications for promotion in civil
service jobs at the Department.

(d) IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than 2
years after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary shall identify not less
than 20 positions in United States embassies
for the program established under this sec-
tion and offered at least 20 civil servants the
opportunity to serve in a rotation at a
United States embassy pursuant to this sec-
tion.

SEC. 6209. REPORTING REQUIREMENT ON CHIEFS
OF MISSION.

Not later than 30 days following the end of
each calendar quarter, the Secretary shall
submit to the appropriate congressional
committees—

(1) a list of every chief of mission or United
States representative overseas with the rank
of Ambassador who, during the prior quarter,
was outside a country of assignment for
more than 14 cumulative days for purposes
other than official travel or temporary duty
orders; and

(2) the number of days each such chief of
mission or United States representative
overseas with the rank of Ambassador was
outside a country of assignment during the
previous quarter for purposes other than offi-
cial travel or temporary duty orders.

SEC. 6210. REPORT ON CHIEFS OF MISSION AND
DEPUTY CHIEFS OF MISSION.

Not later than April 1, 2024, and annually
thereafter for the next 4 years, the Secretary
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report that includes—

(1) the Foreign Service cone of each cur-
rent chief of mission and deputy chief of mis-
sion (or whoever is acting in the capacity of
chief or deputy chief if neither is present) for
each United States embassy at which there
is a Foreign Service office filling either of
those positions; and

(2) aggregated data for all chiefs of mission
and deputy chiefs of mission described in
paragraph (1), disaggregated by cone.

SEC. 6211. PROTECTION OF RETIREMENT ANNU-
ITY FOR REEMPLOYMENT BY DE-
PARTMENT.

(a) NO TERMINATION OR REDUCTION OF RE-
TIREMENT ANNUITY OR PAY FOR REEMPLOY-
MENT.—Notwithstanding section 824 of the
Foreign Service Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 4064), if
a covered annuitant becomes employed by
the Department—

(1) the payment of any retirement annuity,
retired pay, or retainer pay otherwise pay-
able to the covered annuitant shall not ter-
minate; and

(2) the amount of the retirement annuity,
retired pay, or retainer pay otherwise pay-
able to the covered annuitant shall not be re-
duced.

(b) COVERED ANNUITANT DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘‘covered annuitant”
means any individual who is receiving a re-
tirement annuity under—

(1) the Foreign Service Retirement and
Disability System under subchapter I of
chapter 8 of title I of the Foreign Service Act
of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 4041 et seq.); or

(2) the Foreign Service Pension System
under subchapter II of such chapter (22
U.S.C. 4071 et seq.).

SEC. 6212. ENHANCED VETTING FOR SENIOR DIP-
LOMATIC POSTS.

(a) COMPREHENSIVE POLICY ON VETTING AND
TRANSPARENCY.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
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the Secretary shall develop a consistent and
enhanced vetting process to ensure that indi-
viduals with substantiated claims of dis-
crimination, harassment, or bullying are not
considered for assignments to senior posi-
tions.

(b) ELEMENTS OF COMPREHENSIVE VETTING
PoLicy.—Following the conclusion of any in-
vestigation into an allegation of discrimina-
tion, harassment, or bullying, the Office of
Civil Rights, Bureau of Global Talent Man-
agement, and other offices with responsibil-
ities related to the investigation reporting
directly to the Secretary shall jointly or in-
dividually submit a written summary of any
findings of any substantiated allegations,
along with a summary of findings to the
Committee responsible for assignments to
senior positions prior to such Committee
rendering a recommendation for assignment.

(c) RESPONSE.—The Secretary shall develop
a process for candidates to respond to any al-
legations that are substantiated and pre-
sented to the Committee responsible for as-
signments to senior positions.

(d) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, and annually thereafter for five years,
the Secretary shall submit to the Depart-
ment workforce and the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report on the number of
candidates confirmed for senior diplomatic
posts against whom there were found to have
been substantiated allegations.

(e) SENIOR POSITIONS DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘senior positions’” means
Chief of Mission, Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary, Deputy Chief of Mission, and Prin-
cipal Officer (i.e. Consuls General) positions.
SEC. 6213. EFFORTS TO IMPROVE RETENTION

AND PREVENT RETALIATION.

(a) STREAMLINED REPORTING.—Not later
than one year after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall estab-
lish a single point of initial reporting for al-
legations of discrimination, bullying, and
harassment that provides an initial review of
the allegations and, if necessary, the ability
to file multiple claims based on a single
complaint.

(b) ENSURING IMPLEMENTATION OF CORREC-
TIVE ACTION AND MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDA-
TIONS.—The Secretary shall ensure follow up
with each complainant who makes an allega-
tion of discrimination, harassment, or bul-
lying pursuant to subsection (a) and the head
of the respective bureau not later than 180
days after the conclusion of any investiga-
tion where an allegation is substantiated,
and again one year after the conclusion of
any such investigation, to ensure that any
recommendations for corrective action re-
lated to the complainant have been acted on
where appropriate. If such recommendations
have not be implemented, a written state-
ment shall be provided to the head of the bu-
reau and complainant and affected employ-
ees explaining why the recommendations
have not been implemented.

(c) CLIMATE SURVEYS OF EMPLOYEES OF THE
DEPARTMENT.—

(1) REQUIRED BIENNIAL SURVEYS.—Not later
than 180 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act and every 2 years thereafter, the
Secretary shall conduct a Department-wide
survey of all Department personnel regard-
ing harassment, discrimination, bullying,
and related retaliation that includes work-
force perspectives on the accessibility and
effectiveness of the Bureau of Global Talent
Management and Office of Civil Rights in the
efforts and processes to address these issues.

(2) REQUIRED ANNUAL SURVEYS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter, the Secretary shall
conduct an annual employee satisfaction
survey to assess the level of job satisfaction,
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work environment, and overall employee ex-
perience within the Department.

(B) OPEN-ENDED RESPONSES.—The survey
required under subparagraph (A) shall in-
clude options for open-ended responses.

(C) SURVEY QUESTIONS.—The survey shall
include questions regarding—

(i) work-life balance;

(ii) compensation and benefits;

(iii) career development opportunities;

(iv) the performance evaluation and pro-
motion process, including fairness and trans-
parency;

(v) communication channels and effective-
ness;

(vi) leadership and management;

(vii) organizational culture;

(viii) awareness and effectiveness of com-
plaint measures;

(ix) accessibility and accommodations;

(x) availability of transportation to and
from a work station;

(xi) information technology infrastructure
functionality and accessibility;

(xii) the employee’s understanding of the
Department’s structure, mission, and goals;

(xiii) alignment and relevance of work to
the Department’s mission; and

(xiv) sense of empowerment to affect posi-
tive change.

(3) REQUIRED EXIT SURVEYS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall develop and implement a
standardized, confidential exit survey proc-
ess that includes anonymous feedback and
exit interviews with employees who volun-
tarily separate from the Department, wheth-
er through resignation, retirement, or other
means.

(B) ScoOPE.—The exit surveys conducted
pursuant to subparagraph (A)shall—

(i) be designed to gather insights and feed-
back from departing employees regarding—

(I) their reasons for leaving, including
caretaking responsibilities, career limita-
tions for partner or spouse, and discrimina-
tion, harassment, bullying, or retaliation;

(IT) their overall experience with the De-
partment; and

(IIT) any suggestions for improvement; and

(ii) include questions related to—

(I) the employee’s reasons for leaving;

(IT) job satisfaction;

(III) work environment;

(IV) professional growth opportunities;

(V) leadership effectiveness;

(VI) suggestions for enhancing the Depart-
ment’s performance; and

(VII) if applicable, the name and industry
of the employee’s future employer.

(C) COMPILATION OF RESULTS.—The Sec-
retary shall compile and analyze the
anonymized exit survey data collected pursu-
ant to this paragraph to identify trends,
common themes, and areas needing improve-
ment within the Department.

(4) PILOT SURVEYS.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall conduct a Department-
wide survey for Locally Employed Staff re-
garding retention, training, promotion, and
other matters, including harassment, dis-
crimination, bullying, and related retalia-
tion, that includes workforce perspectives on
the accessibility and effectiveness of com-
plaint measures.

(5) REPORT.—Not later than 60 days after
the conclusion of each survey conducted pur-
suant to this subsection, the Secretary shall
make the key findings available to the De-
partment workforce and shall submit them
to the appropriate congressional commit-
tees.

(d) RETALIATION PREVENTION EFFORTS.—

(1) EMPLOYEE EVALUATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—If there is a pending in-
vestigation of discrimination, bullying, or
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harassment against a superior who is respon-
sible for rating or reviewing the complainant
employee, the complainant shall be reviewed
by the superior’s supervisor.

(B) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This paragraph shall
take effect 90 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act.

(2) RETALIATION PREVENTION GUIDANCE.—
Any Department employee against whom an
allegation of discrimination, bullying, or
harassment has been made shall receive
written guidance (a ‘‘retaliation hold’’) on
the types of actions that can be considered
retaliation against the complainant em-
ployee. The employee’s immediate super-
visor shall also receive the retaliation hold
guidance.

SEC. 6214. NATIONAL ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN.

Not later than 270 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall submit a strategy to the appropriate
congressional committees that assesses the
potential benefits and costs of a national ad-
vertising campaign to improve the recruit-
ment in the Civil Service and the Foreign
Service by raising public awareness of the
important accomplishments of the Depart-
ment.

SEC. 6215. EXPANSION OF DIPLOMATS IN RESI-
DENCE PROGRAMS.

Not later than two years after the date of
the enactment of this Act—

(1) the Secretary shall increase the number
of diplomats in the Diplomats in Residence
Program from 17 to at least 20; and

(2) the Administrator of the United States
Agency for International Development shall
increase the number of development dip-
lomats in the Diplomats in Residence Pro-
gram from 1 to at least 3.

Subtitle B—Pay, Benefits, and Workforce

Matters
SEC. 6221. EDUCATION ALLOWANCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 9 of title I of the
Foreign Service Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 4081 et
seq.) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new section:

“SEC. 908. EDUCATION ALLOWANCE.

““A Department employee who is on leave
to perform service in the uniformed services
(as defined in section 4303(13) of title 38,
United States Code) may receive an edu-
cation allowance if the employee would, if
not for such service, be eligible to receive
the education allowance.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents in section 2 of the Foreign Service
Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 3901 note) is amended
by inserting after the item relating to sec-
tion 907 the following:

““Sec. 908. Education allowance”.

SEC. 6222. PER DIEM ALLOWANCE FOR NEWLY
HIRED MEMBERS OF THE FOREIGN
SERVICE.

(a) PER DIEM ALLOWANCE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), any newly hired Foreign Serv-
ice employee who is in initial orientation
training, or any other training expected to
last less than 6 months before transferring to
the employee’s first assignment, in the
Washington, D.C., area shall, for the dura-
tion of such training, receive a per diem al-
lowance at the levels prescribed under sub-
chapter I of chapter 57 of title 5, United
States Code.

(2) LIMITATION ON LODGING EXPENSES.—A
newly hired Foreign Service employee may
not receive any lodging expenses under the
applicable per diem allowance pursuant to
paragraph (1) if that employee—

(A) has a permanent residence in the Wash-
ington, D.C., area (not including Govern-
ment-supplied housing during such orienta-
tion training or other training); and

(B) does not vacate such residence during
such orientation training or other training.
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(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) the term ‘“‘per diem allowance’ has the
meaning given that term under section 5701
of title 5, United States Code; and

(2) the term ‘“Washington, D.C., area”
means the geographic area within a 50 mile
radius of the Washington Monument.

SEC. 6223. IMPROVING MENTAL HEALTH SERV-
ICES FOR FOREIGN AND CIVIL SERV-
ANTS.

(a) ADDITIONAL PERSONNEL TO ADDRESS
MENTAL HEALTH.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall seek
to increase the number of personnel within
the Bureau of Medical Services to address
mental health needs for both foreign and
civil servants.

(2) EMPLOYMENT TARGETS.—Not later than
180 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary shall seek to employ
not fewer than 15 additional personnel in the
Bureau of Medical Services, compared to the
number of personnel employed as of the date
of the enactment of this Act.

(b) STUDY.—The Secretary shall conduct a
study on the accessibility of mental health
care providers and services available to De-
partment personnel, including an assessment
of—

(1) the accessibility of mental health care
providers at diplomatic posts and in the
United States;

(2) the accessibility of inpatient services
for mental health care for Department per-
sonnel;

(3) steps that may be taken to improve
such accessibility;

(4) the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic
on the mental health of Department per-
sonnel, particularly those who served abroad
between March 1, 2020, and December 31, 2022,
and Locally Employed Staff, where informa-
tion is available;

(56) recommended steps to improve the
manner in which the Department advertises
mental health services to the workforce; and

(6) additional authorities and resources
needed to better meet the mental health
needs of Department personnel.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit to appropriate con-
gressional committees a report containing
the findings of the study under subsection
(D).

SEC. 6224. EMERGENCY BACK-UP CARE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary and the
Administrator for the United States Agency
for International Development are author-
ized to provide for unanticipated non-med-
ical care, including childcare, eldercare, and
essential services directly related to caring
for an acute injury or illness, for USAID and
Department employees and their family
members, including through the provision of
such non-medical services, referrals to care
providers, and reimbursement of reasonable
expenses for such services.

(b) LIMITATION.—Services provided pursu-
ant to this section shall not exceed $2,000,000
per fiscal year.

SEC. 6225. AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE SERVICES TO
NON-CHIEF OF MISSION PER-
SONNEL.

Section 904 of the Foreign Service Act of
1980 (22 U.S.C. 4084) is amended—

(1) in subsection (g), by striking ‘‘abroad
for employees and eligible family members”’
and inserting ‘‘under this section’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

‘‘(a) PHYSICAL AND MENTAL HEALTH CARE
SERVICES IN SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary is author-
ized to direct health care providers employed
under subsection (c) of this section to fur-
nish physical and mental health care serv-
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ices to an individual otherwise ineligible for
services under this section if necessary to
preserve life or limb or if intended to facili-
tate an overseas evacuation, recovery, or re-
turn. Such services may be provided inci-
dental to the following activities:

‘““(A) Activities undertaken abroad pursu-
ant to section 3 and section 4 of the State
Department Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22
U.S.C. 2670, 2671).

‘“(B) Recovery of hostages or of wrongfully
or unlawfully detained individuals abroad,
including pursuant to section 302 of the Rob-
ert Levinson Hostage Recovery and Hostage-
Taking Accountability Act (22 U.S.C. 1741).

‘“(C) Secretarial dispatches to inter-
national disaster sites deployed pursuant to
section 207 of the Aviation Security Improve-
ment Act of 1990 (22 U.S.C. 5506).

‘(D) Deployments undertaken pursuant to
section 606(a)(6)(A)(iii) of the Secure Em-
bassy Construction and Counterterrorism
Act of 1999 (22 U.S.C. 4865(a)(6)(A)(iii)).

‘(2) PRIORITIZATION OF OTHER FUNCTIONS.—
The Secretary shall prioritize the allocation
of Department resources to the health care
program described in subsections (a) through
(g) above the functions described in para-
graph (1).

‘“(3) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary should
prescribe applicable regulations to imple-
ment this section, taking into account the
prioritization in paragraph (2) and the activi-
ties described in paragraph (1).

‘“(4) REIMBURSABLE BASIS.—Services ren-
dered under this subsection shall be provided
on a reimbursable basis to the extent prac-
ticable.”.

SEC. 6226. EXCEPTION FOR GOVERNMENT-FI-
NANCED AIR TRANSPORTATION.

(a) REDUCING HARDSHIP FOR TRANSPOR-
TATION OF DOMESTIC ANIMALS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding sub-
sections (a) and (c) of section 40118 of title 49,
United States Code, the Department is au-
thorized to pay for the transportation by a
foreign air carrier of Department personnel
and any in-cabin or accompanying checked
baggage or cargo if—

(A) no air carrier holding a certificate
under section 41102 of such title is willing
and able to transport up to 3 domestic ani-
mals accompanying such Federal personnel;
and

(B) the transportation is from a place—

(i) outside the United States to a place in
the United States;

(ii) in the United States to a place outside
the United States; or

(iii) outside the United States to another
place outside the United States.

(2) LIMITATION.—An amount paid pursuant
to paragraph (1) for transportation by a for-
eign carrier may not be greater than the
amount that would otherwise have been paid
had the transportation been on an air carrier
holding a certificate under section 41102 had
that carrier been willing and able to provide
such transportation. If the amount that
would otherwise have been paid to such an
air carrier is less than the cost of transpor-
tation on the applicable foreign carrier, the
Department personnel may pay the dif-
ference of such amount.

(3) DOMESTIC ANIMAL DEFINED.—In this sub-
section, the term ‘‘domestic animal’’ means
a dog or a cat.

SEC. 6227. ENHANCED AUTHORITIES TO PROTECT
LOCALLY EMPLOYED STAFF DURING
EMERGENCIES.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) locally employed staff provide essential
contributions at United States diplomatic
and consular posts around the world, includ-
ing by providing—

(A) security to United States government
personnel serving in the country;
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(B) advice, expertise, and other services for
the promotion of political, economic, public
affairs, commercial, security, and other in-
terests of critical importance to the United
States;

(C) a wide range of logistical and adminis-
trative support to every office in each mis-
sion working to advance United States inter-
ests around the world, including services and
support vital to the upkeep and maintenance
of United States missions;

(D) consular services to support the wel-
fare and well-being of United States citizens
and to provide for the expeditious processing
of visa applications;

(E) institutional memory on a wide range
of embassy engagements on bilateral issues;
and

(F) enduring connections to host country
contacts, both inside and outside the host
government, including within media, civil
society, the business community, academia,
the armed forces, and elsewhere; and

(2) locally employed staff make important
contributions that should warrant the
United States Government to give due con-
sideration for their security and safety when
diplomatic missions face emergency situa-
tions.

(b) AUTHORIZATION TO PROVIDE EMERGENCY
SUPPORT.—In emergency situations, in addi-
tion to other authorities that may be avail-
able in emergencies or other exigent cir-
cumstances, the Secretary is authorized to
use funds made available to the Department
to provide support to ensure the safety and
security of locally employed staff and their
immediate family members, including for—

(1) providing transport or relocating lo-
cally employed staff and their immediate
family members to a safe and secure envi-
ronment;

(2) providing short-term housing or lodging
for up to six months for locally employed
staff and their immediate family members;

(3) procuring or providing other essential
items and services to support the safety and
security of locally employed staff and their
immediate family members.

(c) TEMPORARY HOUSING.—To ensure the
safety and security of locally employed staff
and their immediate family members con-
sistent with this section, Chiefs of Missions
are authorized to allow locally employed
staff and their immediate family members to
reside temporarily in the residences of
United States direct hire employees, either
in the host country or other countries, pro-
vided that such stays are offered voluntarily
by United States direct hire employees.

(d) FOREIGN AFFAIRS MANUAL.—Not later
than 180 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Secretary shall amend the
Foreign Affairs Manual to reflect the author-
izations and requirements of this section.

(e) EMERGENCY SITUATION DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘‘emergency situation”
means armed conflict, civil unrest, natural
disaster, or other types of instability that
pose a threat to the safety and security of lo-
cally employed staff, particularly when and
if a United States diplomatic or consular
post must suspend operations.

(f) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees, the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate, and
the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives a report describing
prior actions the Department has taken with
regard to locally employed staff and their
immediate family members following sus-
pensions or closures of United States diplo-
matic posts over the prior 10 years, including
Kyiv, Kabul, Minsk, Khartoum, and Juba.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall—
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(A) describe any actions the Department
took to assist locally employed staff and
their immediate family members;

(B) identify any obstacles that made pro-
viding support or assistance to locally em-
ployed staff and their immediate family
members difficult;

(C) examine lessons learned and propose
recommendations to better protect the safe-
ty and security of locally employed staff and
their family members, including any addi-
tional authorities that may be required; and

(D) provide an analysis of and offer rec-
ommendations on any other steps that could
improve efforts to protect the safety and se-
curity of locally employed staff and their
immediate family members.

SEC. 6228. INTERNET AT HARDSHIP POSTS.

Section 3 of the State Department Basic
Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C. 2670) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (1), by striking ¢; and”
and inserting a semicolon;

(2) in subsection (m) by striking the period
at the end and by inserting ‘‘; and”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

‘“‘(n) pay expenses to provide internet serv-
ices in residences owned or leased by the
United States Government in foreign coun-
tries for the use of Department personnel
where Department personnel receive a post
hardship differential equivalent to 30 percent
or more above basic compensation.”.

SEC. 6229. COMPETITIVE LOCAL COMPENSATION
PLAN.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF
PREVAILING WAGE RATES GOAL.—Section
401(a) of the Department of State Authori-
ties Act, fiscal year 2017 (22 U.S.C. 3968a(a))
is amended in the matter preceding para-
graph (1), by striking ‘‘periodically’ and in-
serting ‘“‘every 3 years’’.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit a report to the appro-
priate congressional committees that in-
cludes—

(1) compensation (including position classi-
fication) plans for locally employed staff
based upon prevailing wage rates and com-
pensation practices for corresponding types
of positions in the locality of employment;
and

(2) an assessment of the feasibility and im-
pact of changing the prevailing wage rate
goal for positions in the local compensation
plan from the 50th percentile to the 75th per-
centile.

SEC. 6230. SUPPORTING TANDEM COUPLES IN
THE FOREIGN SERVICE.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) challenges finding and maintaining
spousal employment and family dissatisfac-
tion are one of the leading reasons employ-
ees cite for leaving the Department;

(2) tandem Foreign Service personnel rep-
resent important members of the Foreign
Service community, who act as force multi-
pliers for our diplomacy;

(3) the Department can and should do more
to keep tandem couples posted together and
consider family member employment needs
when assigning tandem officers; and

(4) common sense steps providing more
flexibility in the assignments process would
improve outcomes for tandem officers with-
out disadvantaging other Foreign Service of-
ficers.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) FAMILY TOGETHERNESS.—The term
“family togetherness’” means facilitating
the placement of Foreign Service personnel
at the same United States diplomatic post
when both spouses are members of a tandem
couple of Foreign Service personnel.
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(2) TANDEM FOREIGN SERVICE PERSONNEL;
TANDEM.—The terms ‘‘tandem Foreign Serv-
ice personnel’” and ‘‘tandem’” mean a mem-
ber of a couple of which one spouse is a ca-
reer or career candidate employee of the
Foreign Service and the other spouse is a ca-
reer or career candidate employee of the
Foreign Service or an employee of one of the
agencies authorized to use the Foreign Serv-
ice Personnel System under section 202 of
the Foreign Service Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C.
3922).

(¢) FaAMILY TOGETHERNESS IN ASSIGN-
MENTS.—Not later than 90 days after the date
of enactment of this Act, the Department
shall amend and update its policies to fur-
ther promote the principle of family togeth-
erness in the Foreign Service, which shall in-
clude the following:

(1) ENTRY-LEVEL FOREIGN SERVICE PER-
SONNEL.—The Secretary shall adopt policies
and procedures to facilitate the assignment
of entry-level tandem Foreign Service per-
sonnel on directed assignments to the same
diplomatic post or country as their tandem
spouse if they request to be assigned to the
same post or country. The Secretary shall
also provide a written justification to the re-
questing personnel explaining any denial of a
request that would result in a tandem couple
not serving together at the same post or
country.

(2) TENURED FOREIGN SERVICE PERSONNEL.—
The Secretary shall add family togetherness
to the criteria when making a needs of the
Service determination, as defined by the
Foreign Affairs Manual, for the placement of
tenured tandem Foreign Service personnel at
United States diplomatic posts.

(3) UPDATES TO ANTINEPOTISM POLICY.—The
Secretary shall update antinepotism policies
so that nepotism rules only apply when an
employee and a relative are placed into posi-
tions wherein they jointly and exclusively
control government resources, property, or
money or establish government policy.

(4) TEMPORARY SUPERVISION OF TANDEM
SPOUSE.—The Secretary shall update policies
to allow for a tandem spouse to temporarily
supervise another tandem spouse for up to 90
days in a calendar year, including at a
United States diplomatic mission.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, and annu-
ally thereafter for two years, the Secretary
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report that includes—

(1) the number of Foreign Service tandem
couples currently serving;

(2) the number of Foreign Service tandems
currently serving in separate locations, or,
to the extent possible, are on leave without
pay (LWOP); and

(3) an estimate of the cost savings that
would result if all Foreign Service tandem
couples were placed at a single post.

SEC. 6231. ACCESSIBILITY AT DIPLOMATIC MIS-
SIONS.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Department
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees, the Committee on Appro-
priations of the Senate, and the Committee
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives a report that includes—

(1) a list of the overseas United States dip-
lomatic missions that, as of the date of the
enactment of this Act, are not readily acces-
sible to and usable by individuals with dis-
abilities;

(2) any efforts in progress to make such
missions readily accessible to and usable by
individuals with disabilities; and

(3) an estimate of the cost to make all such
missions readily accessible to and usable by
individuals with disabilities.
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SEC. 6232. REPORT ON BREASTFEEDING ACCOM-
MODATIONS OVERSEAS.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report that includes—

(1) a detailed report on the Department’s
efforts to equip 100 percent of United States
embassies and consulates with dedicated lac-
tation spaces, other than bathrooms, that
are shielded from view and free from intru-
sion from coworkers and the public for use
by employees, including the expected de-
mand for such space as well as the status of
such rooms when there is no demand for such
space; and

(2) a description of costs and other re-
sources needed to provide such spaces.

SEC. 6233. DETERMINING THE EFFECTIVENESS
OF KNOWLEDGE TRANSFERS BE-
TWEEN FOREIGN SERVICE OFFI-
CERS.

The Secretary shall assess the effective-
ness of knowledge transfers between Foreign
Service officers who are departing from over-
seas positions and Foreign Service Officers
who are arriving at such positions, and make
recommendations for approving such knowl-
edge transfers, as appropriate, by—

(1) not later than 90 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, conducting a
written survey of a representative sample of
Foreign Service Officers working in overseas
assignments that analyzes the effectiveness
of existing mechanisms to facilitate transi-
tions, including training, mentorship, infor-
mation technology, knowledge management,
relationship building, the role of locally em-
ployed staff, and organizational culture; and

(2) not later than 120 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, submitting to the
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives a report that
includes a summary and analysis of results
of the survey conducted pursuant to para-
graph (1) that—

(A) identifies best practices and areas for
improvement;

(B) describes the Department’s method-
ology for determining which Foreign Service
Officers should receive familiarization trips
before arriving at a new post;

(C) includes recommendations regarding
future actions the Department should take
to maximize effective knowledge transfer be-
tween Foreign Service Officers;

(D) identifies any steps taken, or intended
to be taken, to implement such rec-
ommendations, including any additional re-
sources or authorities necessary to imple-
ment such recommendations; and

(E) provides recommendations to Congress
for legislative action to advance the priority
described in subparagraph (C).

SEC. 6234. EDUCATION ALLOWANCE FOR DE-
PENDENTS OF DEPARTMENT OF
STATE EMPLOYEES LOCATED IN
UNITED STATES TERRITORIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—An individual employed
by the Department at a location described in
subsection (b) shall be eligible for a cost-of-
living allowance for the education of the de-
pendents of such employee in an amount
that does not exceed the educational allow-
ance authorized by the Secretary of Defense
for such location.

(b) LOCATION DESCRIBED.—A location is de-
scribed in this subsection if—

(1) such location is in a territory of the
United States; and

(2) the Secretary of Defense has deter-
mined that schools available in such loca-
tion are unable to adequately provide for the
education of—

(A) dependents of members of the Armed
Forces; or

(B) dependents of employees of the Depart-
ment of Defense.
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TITLE LXITII—INFORMATION SECURITY
AND CYBER DIPLOMACY
SEC. 6301. DATA-INFORMED DIPLOMACY.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) In a rapidly evolving and digitally
interconnected global landscape, access to
and maintenance of reliable, readily avail-
able data is key to informed decisionmaking
and diplomacy and therefore should be con-
sidered a strategic asset.

(2) In order to achieve its mission in the
21st century, the Department must adapt to
these trends by maintaining and providing
timely access to high-quality data at the
time and place needed, while simultaneously
cultivating a data-savvy workforce.

(3) Leveraging data science and data ana-
lytics has the potential to improve the per-
formance of the Department’s workforce by
providing otherwise unknown insights into
program deficiencies, shortcomings, or other
gaps in analysis.

(4) While innovative technologies such as
artificial intelligence and machine learning
have the potential to empower the Depart-
ment to analyze and act upon data at scale,
systematized, sustainable data management
and information synthesis remain a core
competency necessary for data-driven deci-
sionmaking.

(56) The goals set out by the Department’s
Enterprise Data Council (EDC) as the areas
of most critical need for the Department, in-
cluding Cultivating a Data Culture, Accel-
erating Decisions through Analytics, Estab-
lishing Mission-Driven Data Management,
and Enhancing Enterprise Data Governance,
are laudable and will remain critical as the
Department develops into a data-driven
agency.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the Department should prioritize the re-
cruitment and retainment of top data
science talent in support of its data-in-
formed diplomacy efforts as well as its
broader modernization agenda; and

(2) the Department should strengthen data
fluency among its workforce, promote data
collaboration across and within its bureaus,
and enhance its enterprise data oversight.
SEC. 6302. ESTABLISHMENT AND EXPANSION OF

THE BUREAU CHIEF DATA OFFICER
PROGRAM.

(a) BUREAU CHIEF DATA OFFICER PRO-
GRAM.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall
establish a program, which shall be known as
the ‘“‘Bureau Chief Data Officer Program’
(referred to in this section as the ‘‘Pro-
gram’’), overseen by the Department’s Chief
Data Officer. The Bureau Chief Data Officers
hired under this program shall report to the
Department’s Chief Data Officer.

(2) GOALS.—The goals of the Program shall
include the following:

(A) Cultivating a data culture by pro-
moting data fluency and data collaboration
across the Department.

(B) Promoting increased data analytics use
in critical decisionmaking areas.

(C) Promoting data integration and stand-
ardization.

(D) Increasing efficiencies across the De-
partment by incentivizing acquisition of en-
terprise data solutions and subscription data
services to be shared across bureaus and of-
fices and within bureaus.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION PLAN.—Not later than
180 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary shall submit to the
appropriate congressional committees, the
Committee on Appropriations of the Senate,
and the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives an implementation
plan that outlines strategies for—
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(1) advancing the goals described in sub-
section (a)(2);

(2) hiring Bureau Chief Data Officers at the
GS-14 or GS-15 grade or a similar rank;

(3) assigning at least one Bureau Chief
Data Officer to—

(A) each regional bureau of the Depart-
ment;

(B) the Bureau of International Organiza-
tion Affairs;

(C) the Office of the Chief Economist;

(D) the Office of the Science and Tech-
nology Advisor;

(E) the Bureau of Cyber and Digital Policy;

(F) the Bureau of Diplomatic Security;

(G) the Bureau for Global Talent Manage-
ment; and

(H) the Bureau of Consular Affairs; and

(4) allocation of necessary resources to sus-
tain the Program.

(c) ASSIGNMENT.—In implementing the Bu-
reau Chief Data Officer Program, Bureaus
may not dual-hat currently employed per-
sonnel as Bureau Chief Data Officers.

(d) ANNUAL REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—Not
later than 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, and annually thereafter
for the following 3 years, the Secretary shall
submit a report to the appropriate congres-
sional committees regarding the status of
the implementation plan required under sub-
section (b).

SEC. 6303. TASK FORCE TO ADDRESS ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE-ENABLED INFLU-
ENCE OPERATIONS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the rapid development of publicly avail-
able, affordable generative artificial intel-
ligence (AI) technology, including the use of
large language models (LLM) to fuel natural
language processing applications, has the po-
tential to fundamentally alter the nature of
disinformation and propaganda campaigns
by enabling finely tailored, auto-generated
disinformation swiftly, in any language, at
scale, and at low-costs;

(2) academia and private industry, includ-
ing social media platforms, play a critical
role in establishing safeguards for powerful,
publicly available tools for producing AI-
generated content, and it is in the United
States national security interest to ensure
that these technologies are not misused by
foreign malign actors to enhance influence
operations abroad;

(3) the ability to identify, track, and label
original text, audio, and visual content is be-
coming increasingly vital to United States
national interests as sophisticated AI-gen-
erated content creation becomes increas-
ingly available to the public at low costs;

(4) coalitions such as the Content Authen-
ticity Initiative (CAI) and the Coalition for
Content Provenance and Authority (C2PA)
play important roles in establishing open in-
dustry standards for content authenticity
and digital content provenance, which will
become increasingly vulnerable to manipula-
tion and distortion through AI-powered
tools; and

(5) the Department, as the lead agency for
United States public diplomacy, should work
within the interagency process to develop a
common approach to United States inter-
national engagement on issues related to AI-
enabled disinformation.

(b) STATEMENT OF PoLICY.—It shall be the
policy of the United States—

(1) to share knowledge with allies and part-
ners of instances when foreign state actors
have leveraged generative Al to augment
disinformation campaigns or propaganda;

(2) to work with private industry and aca-
demia to mitigate the risks associated with
public research on generative AI tech-
nologies; and
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(3) to support efforts in developing digital
content provenance detection techniques and
technologies in line with United States na-
tional security interests.

(c) ESTABLISHMENT OF COUNTERING AI-EN-
ABLED DISINFORMATION TASK FORCE.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary shall establish within the
Department a Countering AI-Enabled
Disinformation Task Force (referred to in
this section as the ‘“Task Force’’) to—

(A) identify potential responses to the
growing threat of Al-enabled disinformation
and its use by foreign state actors to aug-
ment influence operations and
disinformation campaigns;

(B) work closely with private industry and
academia to identify and coordinate efforts
in developing digital content provenance de-
tection techniques and technologies;

(C) develop the Department’s internal co-
ordination across regional and functional bu-
reaus on the issue of Al-enabled
disinformation;

(D) develop a unified approach to inter-
national coordination on—

(i) establishing standards around digital
content provenance techniques and tech-
nologies, specifically as it relates to coun-
tering Al-enabled disinformation campaign;
and

(ii) assessing the potential for establishing
frameworks around the proliferation of tools
that facilitate AI-enabled disinformation;
and

(E) identify any additional tools or re-
sources necessary to enhance the Depart-
ment’s ability to—

1) detect Al-enabled
disinformation and propaganda;

(ii) rapidly produce original counter-mes-
saging to address Al-enabled disinformation
campaigns;

(iii) expand digital literacy programming
abroad to include education on how media
consumers in recipient countries can iden-
tify and inoculate themselves from syn-
thetically produced media; and

(iv) coordinate and collaborate with other
governments, international organizations,
civil society, the private sector, and others,
as necessary.

(2) MEMBERSHIP.—The Task Force shall be
comprised of a representative from relevant
offices, as determined by the Secretary, in-
cluding—

(A) the Bureau of Cyberspace and Digital
Policy;

(B) the Under Secretary for Public Diplo-
macy and Public Affairs;

(C) the Global Engagement Center;

(D) the Office of the Science and Tech-
nology Advisor to the Secretary;

(E) the Bureau of Oceans and International
Environmental and Scientific Affairs;

(F) the Bureau for Intelligence and Re-
search;

(G) the Center for Analytics of the Office of
Management Strategy and Solutions;

(H) the Foreign Service Institute School of
Applied Information Technology; and

(I) any others the Secretary determines ap-
propriate.

(d) TAsk FORCE REPORT.—Not later than
one year after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary shall submit a report
to the appropriate congressional committees
on the establishment and progress of the
Task Force’s work, including in pursuit of
the objectives described in subsection(c)(1).

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE.—The term
“artificial intelligence’” has the meaning
given that term in section 238(g) of the John
S. McCain National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2019 (Public Law 115-232;
10 U.S.C. 4001 note).

foreign
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(2) DIGITAL CONTENT PROVENANCE.—The
term ‘‘digital content provenance’’ means
the verifiable chronology of the origin and
history of a piece of digital content, such as
an image, video, audio recording, or elec-
tronic document.

SEC. 6304. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CHIEF ARTI-
FICIAL INTELLIGENCE OFFICER OF
THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE.

Section 1 of the State Department Basic
Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C. 265la) is
amended by adding at the end the following
new subsection:

‘(n) CHIEF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE OFFI-
CER.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—There shall be within the
Department of State a Chief Artificial Intel-
ligence Officer, which may be dual-hatted as
the Department’s Chief Data Officer, who
shall be a member of the Senior Executive
Service.

‘“(2) DUTIES DESCRIBED.—The principal du-
ties and responsibilities of the Chief Artifi-
cial Intelligence Officer shall be—

“(A) to evaluate, oversee, and, if appro-
priate, facilitate the responsible adoption of
artificial intelligence (AI) and machine
learning applications to help inform deci-
sions by policymakers and to support pro-
grams and management operations of the
Department of State; and

‘“(B) to act as the principal advisor to the
Secretary of State on the ethical use of AI
and advanced analytics in conducting data-
informed diplomacy.

“(3) QUALIFICATIONS.—The Chief Artificial
Intelligence Officer should be an individual
with demonstrated skill and competency in—

‘“(A) the use and application of data ana-
lytics, AI, and machine learning; and

‘(B) transformational leadership and orga-
nizational change management, particularly
within large, complex organizations.

‘“(4) PARTNER WITH THE CHIEF INFORMATION
OFFICER ON SCALING ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
USE CASES.—To ensure alignment between
the Chief Artificial Intelligence Officer and
the Chief Information Officer, the Chief In-
formation Officer will consult with the Chief
Artificial Intelligence Officer on best prac-
tices for rolling out and scaling AI capabili-
ties across the Bureau of Information and
Resource Management’s broader portfolio of
software applications.

““(5) ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE DEFINED.—In
this subsection, the term ‘artificial intel-
ligence’ has the meaning given the term in
section 238(g) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019 (Public
Law 115-232; 10 U.S.C. 4001 note).”’.

SEC. 6305. STRENGTHENING THE CHIEF INFOR-
MATION OFFICER OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF STATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Chief Information Of-
ficer of the Department shall be consulted on
all decisions to approve or disapprove, sig-
nificant new unclassified information tech-
nology expenditures, including software, of
the Department, including expenditures re-
lated to information technology acquired,
managed, and maintained by other bureaus
and offices within the Department, in order
to—

(1) encourage the use of enterprise software
and information technology solutions where
such solutions exist or can be developed in a
timeframe and manner consistent with
maintaining and enhancing the continuity
and improvement of Department operations;

(2) increase the bargaining power of the
Department in acquiring information tech-
nology solutions across the Department;

(3) reduce the number of redundant Au-
thorities to Operate (ATO), which, instead of
using one ATO-approved platform across bu-
reaus, requires multiple ATOs for software
use cases across different bureaus;
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(4) enhance the efficiency, reduce redun-
dancy, and increase interoperability of the
use of information technology across the en-
terprise of the Department;

(5) enhance training and alignment of in-
formation technology personnel with the
skills required to maintain systems across
the Department;

(6) reduce costs related to the maintenance
of, or effectuate the retirement of, legacy
systems;

(7) ensure the development and mainte-
nance of security protocols regarding the use
of information technology solutions and
software across the Department; and

(8) improve end-user training on the oper-
ation of information technology solutions
and to enhance end-user cybersecurity prac-
tices.

(b) STRATEGY AND IMPLEMENTATION PLAN
REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Chief Information Officer of the Depart-
ment shall develop, in consultation with rel-
evant bureaus and offices as appropriate, a
strategy and a 5-year implementation plan
to advance the objectives described in sub-
section (a).

(2) CONSULTATION.—No later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Chief Information Officer shall submit
the strategy required by this subsection to
the appropriate congressional committees
and shall consult with the appropriate con-
gressional committees, not less than on an
annual basis for 5 years, regarding the
progress related to the implementation plan
required by this subjection.

(¢c) IMPROVEMENT PLAN FOR THE BUREAU
FOR INFORMATION RESOURCES MANAGEMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Chief Information Officer shall develop
policies and protocols to improve the cus-
tomer service orientation, quality and time-
ly delivery of information technology solu-
tions, and training and support for bureau
and office-level information technology offi-
cers.

(2) SURVEY.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and
annually thereafter for five years, the Chief
Information Officer shall undertake a client
satisfaction survey of bureau information
technology officers to obtain feedback on
metrics related to—

(A) customer service orientation of the Bu-
reau of Information Resources Management;

(B) quality and timelines of capabilities
delivered;

(C) maintenance and upkeep of informa-
tion technology solutions;

(D) training and support for senior bureau
and office-level information technology offi-
cers; and

(E) other matters which the Chief Informa-
tion Officer, in consultation with client bu-
reaus and offices, determine appropriate.

(3) SUBMISSION OF FINDINGS.—Not later
than 60 days after completing each survey
required under paragraph (2), the Chief Infor-
mation Officer shall submit a summary of
the findings to the appropriate congressional
committees.

(d) SIGNIFICANT EXPENDITURE DEFINED.—
For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘sig-
nificant expenditure” means any cumulative
expenditure in excess of $250,000 total in a
single fiscal year for a new unclassified soft-
ware or information technology capability.
SEC. 6306. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON STRENGTH-

ENING ENTERPRISE GOVERNANCE.

It is the sense of Congress that in order to
modernize the Department, enterprise-wide
governance regarding budget and finance, in-
formation technology, and the creation,
analysis, and use of data across the Depart-
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ment is necessary to better align resources
to strategy, including evaluating trade-offs,
and to enhance efficiency and security in
using data and technology as tools to inform
and evaluate the conduct of United States
foreign policy.

SEC. 6307. DIGITAL CONNECTIVITY AND CYBER-

SECURITY PARTNERSHIP.

(a) DIGITAL CONNECTIVITY AND CYBERSECU-
RITY PARTNERSHIP.—The Secretary is author-
ized to establish a program, which may be
known as the ‘‘Digital Connectivity and Cy-
bersecurity Partnership’”, to help foreign
countries—

(1) expand and increase secure internet ac-
cess and digital infrastructure in emerging
markets, including demand for and avail-
ability of high-quality information and com-
munications technology (ICT) equipment,
software, and services;

(2) protect technological assets, including
data;

(3) adopt policies and regulatory positions
that foster and encourage open, interoper-
able, reliable, and secure internet, the free
flow of data, multi-stakeholder models of
internet governance, and pro-competitive
and secure ICT policies and regulations;

(4) access United States exports of ICT
goods and services;

(5) expand interoperability and promote
the diversification of ICT goods and supply
chain services to be less reliant on PRC im-
ports;

(6) promote best practices and common
standards for a national approach to cyberse-
curity; and

(7) advance other priorities consistent with
paragraphs (1) through (6), as determined by
the Secretary.

(b) USE OF FUNDS.—Funds made available
to carry out this section, including unex-
pended funds from fiscal years 2018 through
2022, may be used to strengthen civilian cy-
bersecurity and information and commu-
nications technology capacity, including
participation of foreign law enforcement and
military personnel in non-military activi-
ties, notwithstanding any other provision of
law, provided that such support is essential
to enabling civilian and law enforcement of
cybersecurity and information and commu-
nication technology related activities in
their respective countries.

(¢) IMPLEMENTATION PLAN.—Not later than
180 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary shall submit to the
appropriate congressional committees an im-
plementation plan for the coming year to ad-
vance the goals identified in subsection (a).

(d) CONSULTATION.—In developing and
operationalizing the implementation plan re-
quired under subsection (c), the Secretary
shall consult with—

(1) the appropriate congressional commit-
tees, the Committee on Appropriations of
the Senate, and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives;

(2) United States industry leaders;

(3) other relevant technology experts, in-
cluding the Open Technology Fund;

(4) representatives from relevant United
States Government agencies; and

(5) representatives from like-minded allies
and partners.

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated
$100,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2024
through 2028 to carry out this section. Such
funds, including funds authorized to be ap-
propriated under the heading ‘‘Economic
Support Fund”’, may be made available, not-
withstanding any other provision of law to
strengthen civilian cybersecurity and infor-
mation and communications technology ca-
pacity, including for participation of foreign
law enforcement and military personnel in
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non-military activities, and for contribu-

tions. Such funds shall remain available

until expended.

SEC. 6308. ESTABLISHMENT OF A CYBERSPACE,
DIGITAL CONNECTIVITY, AND RE-
LATED TECHNOLOGIES (CDT) FUND.

Part II of the Foreign Assistance Act of
1961 (22 U.S.C. 2301 et seq.) is amended by
adding at the end the following new chapter:
“CHAPTER 10—CYBERSPACE, DIGITAL

CONNECTIVITY, AND RELATED TECH-

NOLOGIES (CDT) FUND
“SEC. 591. FINDINGS.

‘‘Congress makes the following findings:

‘(1) Increasingly digitized and inter-
connected social, political, and economic
systems have introduced new vulnerabilities
for malicious actors to exploit, which threat-
ens economic and national security.

‘“(2) The rapid development, deployment,
and integration of information and commu-
nication technologies into all aspects of
modern life bring mounting risks of acci-
dents and malicious activity involving such
technologies, and their potential con-
sequences.

‘(3) Because information and communica-
tion technologies are globally manufactured,
traded, and networked, the economic and na-
tional security of the United State depends
greatly on cybersecurity practices of other
actors, including other countries.

‘“(4) United States assistance to countries
and international organizations to bolster ci-
vilian capacity to address national cyberse-
curity and deterrence in cyberspace can
help—

““(A) reduce vulnerability in the informa-
tion and communication technologies eco-
system; and

‘(B) advance national and economic secu-
rity objectives.

“SEC. 592. AUTHORIZATION OF ASSISTANCE AND
FUNDING FOR CYBERSPACE, DIG-
ITAL CONNECTIVITY, AND RELATED
TECHNOLOGIES (CDT) CAPACITY
BUILDING ACTIVITIES.

‘“(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary of
State is authorized to provide assistance to
foreign governments and organizations, in-
cluding national, regional, and international
institutions, on such terms and conditions as
the Secretary may determine, in order to—

‘(1) advance a secure and stable cyber-
space;

“‘(2) protect and expand trusted digital eco-
systems and connectivity;

“(3) build the cybersecurity capacity of
partner countries and organizations; and

‘“(4) ensure that the development of stand-
ards and the deployment and use of tech-
nology supports and reinforces human rights
and democratic values, including through
the Digital Connectivity and Cybersecurity
Partnership.

‘“(b) SCOPE OF USES.—Assistance under this
section may include programs to—

‘(1) advance the adoption and deployment
of secure and trustworthy information and
communications technology (ICT) infra-
structure and services, including efforts to
grow global markets for secure ICT goods
and services and promote a more diverse and
resilient ICT supply chain;

‘“(2) provide technical and capacity build-
ing assistance to—

‘“‘(A) promote policy and regulatory frame-
works that create an enabling environment
for digital connectivity and a vibrant digital
economy;

‘(B) ensure technologies, including related
new and emerging technologies, are devel-
oped, deployed, and used in ways that sup-
port and reinforce democratic values and
human rights;

“(C) promote innovation and competition;
and
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‘(D) support digital governance with the

development of rights-respecting inter-
national norms and standards;
‘“(3) help countries prepare for, defend

against, and respond to malicious cyber ac-
tivities, including through—

‘“(A) the adoption of cybersecurity best
practices;

‘(B) the development of national strate-
gies to enhance cybersecurity;

‘“(C) the deployment of cybersecurity tools
and services to increase the security,
strength, and resilience of networks and in-
frastructure;

‘(D) support for the development of cyber-
security watch, warning, response, and re-
covery capabilities, including through the
development of cybersecurity incident re-
sponse teams;

‘“(E) support for collaboration with the Cy-
bersecurity and Infrastructure Security
Agency (CISA) and other relevant Federal
agencies to enhance cybersecurity;

‘“(F) programs to strengthen allied and
partner governments’ capacity to detect, in-
vestigate, deter, and prosecute cybercrimes;

‘(&) programs to provide information and
resources to diplomats engaging in discus-
sions and negotiations around international
law and capacity building measures related
to cybersecurity;

‘“(H) capacity building for cybersecurity
partners, including law enforcement and
military entities as described in subsection
()

‘“(I) programs that enhance the ability of
relevant stakeholders to act collectively
against shared cybersecurity threats;

‘“(J) the advancement of programs in sup-
port of the Framework of Responsible State
Behavior in Cyberspace; and

‘“(K) the fortification of deterrence instru-
ments in cyberspace; and

‘“(4) such other purpose and functions as
the Secretary of State may designate.

““(c) RESPONSIBILITY FOR POLICY DECISIONS
AND JUSTIFICATION.—The Secretary of State
shall be responsible for policy decisions re-
garding programs under this chapter, with
respect to—

‘(1) whether there will be cybersecurity
and digital capacity building programs for a
foreign country or entity operating in that
country;

“(2) the amount of funds for each foreign
country or entity; and

‘“(3) the scope and nature of such uses of
funding.

¢(d) DETAILED JUSTIFICATION FOR USES AND
PURPOSES OF FUNDS.—The Secretary of State
shall provide, on an annual basis, a detailed
justification for the uses and purposes of the
amounts provided under this chapter, includ-
ing information concerning—

‘(1) the amounts and kinds of grants;

‘(2) the amounts and kinds of budgetary
support provided, if any; and

‘“(3) the amounts and kinds of project as-
sistance provided for what purpose and with
such amounts.

““(e) ASSISTANCE AND FUNDING UNDER
OTHER AUTHORITIES.—The authority granted
under this section to provide assistance or
funding for countries and organizations does
not preclude the use of funds provided to
carry out other authorities also available for
such purpose.

“(f) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—Amounts ap-
propriated to carry out this chapter may be
used, notwithstanding any other provision of
law, to strengthen civilian cybersecurity and
information and communications technology
capacity, including participation of foreign
law enforcement and military personnel in
non-military activities, provided that such
support is essential to enabling civilian and
law enforcement of cybersecurity and infor-
mation and communication technology re-
lated activities in their respective countries.
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“(g) NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS.—Funds
made available under this section shall be
obligated in accordance with the procedures
applicable to reprogramming notifications
pursuant to section 634A of this Act.

“SEC. 593. REVIEW OF EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE
CAPACITY.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State,
in consultation as appropriate with other
relevant Federal departments and agencies
is authorized to conduct a review that—

‘(1) analyzes the United States Govern-
ment’s capacity to promptly and effectively
deliver emergency support to countries expe-
riencing major cybersecurity and ICT inci-
dents;

‘(2) identifies relevant factors con-
straining the support referred to in para-
graph (1); and

‘“(3) develops a strategy to improve coordi-
nation among relevant Federal agencies and
to resolve such constraints.

‘“(b) REPORT.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this chap-
ter, the Secretary of State shall submit a re-
port to the Committee on Foreign Relations
of the Senate and the Committee on Foreign
Affairs of the House of Representatives that
contains the results of the review conducted
pursuant to subsection (a).

“SEC. 594. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

“There is authorized to be appropriated
$150,000,000 during the 5-year period begin-
ning on October 1, 2023, to carry out the pur-
poses of this chapter.”.

SEC. 6309. CYBER PROTECTION SUPPORT FOR
PERSONNEL OF THE DEPARTMENT
OF STATE IN POSITIONS HIGHLY
VULNERABLE TO CYBER ATTACK.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) AT-RISK PERSONNEL.—The term ‘‘at-risk
personnel” means personnel of the Depart-
ment—

(A) whom the Secretary determines to be
highly vulnerable to cyber attacks and hos-
tile information collection activities because
of their positions in the Department; and

(B) whose personal technology devices or
personal accounts are highly vulnerable to
cyber attacks and hostile information collec-
tion activities.

(2) PERSONAL ACCOUNTS.—The term ‘‘per-
sonal accounts’” means accounts for online
and telecommunications services, including
telephone, residential internet access, email,
text and multimedia messaging, cloud com-
puting, social media, health care, and finan-
cial services, used by personnel of the De-
partment outside of the scope of their em-
ployment with the Department.

(3) PERSONAL TECHNOLOGY DEVICES.—The
term ‘‘personal technology devices’” means
technology devices used by personnel of the
Department outside of the scope of their em-
ployment with the Department, including
networks to which such devices connect.

(b) REQUIREMENT TO PROVIDE CYBER PRO-
TECTION SUPPORT.—The Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Director of National In-
telligence—

(1) shall offer cyber protection support for
the personal technology devices and personal
accounts of at-risk personnel; and

(2) may provide the support described in
paragraph (1) to any Department personnel
who request such support.

(¢) NATURE OF CYBER PROTECTION SUP-
PORT.—Subject to the availability of re-
sources, the cyber protection support pro-
vided to personnel pursuant to subsection (b)
may include training, advice, assistance, and
other services relating to protection against
cyber attacks and hostile information collec-
tion activities.

(d) PRIVACY PROTECTIONS FOR PERSONAL
DEVICES.—The Department is prohibited
from accessing or retrieving any information
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from any personal technology device or per-
sonal account of Department employees re-
ceiving cyber protection support described
by this section unless—

(1) access or information retrieval is nec-
essary for carrying out the cyber protection
support specified in this section; and

(2) the Department has received explicit
consent from the employee to access a per-
sonal technology device or personal account
prior to each time such device or account is
accessed.

(e) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section may be construed—

(1) to encourage Department personnel to
use personal technology devices for official
business; or

(2) to authorize cyber protection support
for senior Department personnel using per-
sonal devices, networks, and personal ac-
counts in an official capacity.

(f) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit a report to the appro-
priate congressional committees regarding
the provision of cyber protection support
pursuant to subsection (b), which shall in-
clude—

(1) a description of the methodology used
to make the determination under subsection
(a)(1); and

(2) guidance for the use of cyber protection
support and tracking of support requests for
personnel receiving cyber protection support
pursuant to subsection (b).

TITLE LXIV—ORGANIZATION AND
OPERATIONS
SEC. 6401. PERSONAL SERVICES CONTRACTORS.

(a) EXIGENT CIRCUMSTANCES AND CRISIS RE-
SPONSE.—To assist the Department in ad-
dressing and responding to exigent cir-
cumstances and urgent crises abroad, the De-
partment is authorized to employ, domesti-
cally and abroad, a limited number of per-
sonal services contractors in order to meet
exigent needs, subject to the requirements of
this section.

(b) AUTHORITY.—The authority to employ
personal services contractors is in addition
to any existing authorities to enter into per-
sonal services contracts and authority pro-
vided in the Afghanistan Supplemental Ap-
propriations Act, 2022 (division C of Public
Law 117-43).

(¢) EMPLOYING AND ALLOCATION OF PER-
SONNEL.—To0 meet the needs described in sub-
section (a) and subject to the requirements
in subsection (d), the Department may—

(1) enter into contracts to employ a total
of up to 100 personal services contractors at
any given time for each of fiscal years 2024,
2025, and 2026; and

(2) allocate up to 20 personal services con-
tractors to a given bureau, without regard to
the sources of funding such office relies on to
compensate individuals.

(d) LIMITATION.—Employment authorized
by this section shall not exceed two calendar
years.

(e) NOTIFICATION AND REPORTING TO CON-
GRESS.—

(1) NOTIFICATION.—Not later than 15 days
after the use of authority under this section,
the Secretary shall notify the appropriate
congressional committees, the Committee on
Appropriations of the Senate, and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives of the number of personal
services contractors being employed, the ex-
pected length of employment, the relevant
bureau, the purpose for using personal serv-
ices contractors, and the justification, in-
cluding the exigent circumstances requiring
such use.

(2) ANNUAL REPORTING.—Not later than 60
days after the end of each fiscal year, the De-
partment shall submit to the appropriate

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

congressional committees, the Committee on
Appropriations of the Senate, and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives a report describing the num-
ber of personal services contractors em-
ployed pursuant to this section for the prior
fiscal year, the length of employment, the
relevant bureau by which they were em-
ployed pursuant to this section, the purpose
for wusing personal services contractors,
disaggregated demographic data of such con-
tractors, and the justification for the em-
ployment, including the exigent cir-
cumstances.

SEC. 6402. HARD-TO-FILL POSTS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the number of hard-to-fill vacancies at
United States diplomatic missions is far too
high, particularly in Sub-Saharan Africa;

(2) these vacancies—

(A) adversely impact the Department’s
execution of regional strategies;

(B) hinder the ability of the United States
to effectively compete with strategic com-
petitors, such as the People’s Republic of
China and the Russian Federation; and

(C) present a clear national security risk
to the United States; and

(3) if the Department is unable to
incentivize officers to accept hard-to-fill po-
sitions, the Department should consider di-
rected assignments, particularly for posts in
Africa, and other means to more effectively
advance the national interests of the United
States.

(b) REPORT ON DEVELOPMENT OF INCENTIVES
FOR HARD-TO-FILL POSTS.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary shall submit a report to
the appropriate congressional committees on
efforts to develop new incentives for hard-to-
fill positions at United States diplomatic
missions. The report shall include a descrip-
tion of the incentives developed to date and
proposals to try to more effectively fill hard-
to-fill posts.

(¢c) STUDY ON FEASIBILITY OF ALLOWING
NON-CONSULAR FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICERS
GIVEN DIRECTED CONSULAR POSTS TO VOLUN-
TEER FOR HARD-TO-FILL POSTS IN UNDER-
STAFFED REGIONS.—

(1) STUDY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall conduct a study on—

(i) the number of Foreign Service positions
vacant for six months or longer at overseas
posts, including for consular, political, and
economic positions, over the last five years,
broken down by region, and a comparison of
the proportion of vacancies between regions;
and

(ii) the feasibility of allowing first-tour
Foreign Service generalists in non-Consular
cones, directed for a consular tour, to volun-
teer for reassignment at hard-to-fill posts in
understaffed regions.

(B) MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED.—The study
conducted under subparagraph (A) shall con-
sider whether allowing first-tour Foreign
Service generalists to volunteer as described
in such subparagraph would address current
vacancies and what impact the new mecha-
nism would have on consular operations.

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 60 days after
completing the study required under para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall submit to the
appropriate congressional committees a re-
port containing the findings of the study.
SEC. 6403. ENHANCED OVERSIGHT OF THE OF-

FICE OF CIVIL RIGHTS.

(a) REPORT WITH RECOMMENDATIONS AND
MANAGEMENT STRUCTURE.—Not later than 270
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report
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with any recommendations for the long-term
structure and management of the Office of
Civil Rights (OCR), including—

(1) an assessment of the strengths and
weaknesses of OCR’s investigative processes
and procedures;

(2) any changes made within OCR to its in-
vestigative processes to improve the integ-
rity and thoroughness of its investigations;
and

(3) any recommendations to improve the
management structure, investigative proc-
ess, and oversight of the Office.

SEC. 6404. CRISIS RESPONSE OPERATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall institute the following
changes and ensure that the following ele-
ments have been integrated into the ongoing
crisis response management and response by
the Crisis Management and Strategy Office:

(1) The Department’s crisis response plan-
ning and operations shall conduct, maintain,
and update on a regular basis contingency
plans for posts and regions experiencing or
vulnerable to conflict or emergency condi-
tions, including armed conflict, national dis-
asters, significant political or military up-
heaval, and emergency evacuations.

(2) The Department’s crisis response efforts
shall be led by an individual with significant
experience responding to prior crises, who
shall be so designated by the Secretary.

(3) The Department’s crisis response efforts
shall provide at least quarterly updates to
the Secretary and other relevant senior offi-
cials, including a plan and schedule to de-
velop contingency planning for identified
posts and regions consistent with paragraph
@).

(4) The decision to develop contingency
planning for any particular post or region
shall be made independent of any regional
bureau.

(5) The crisis response team shall develop
and maintain best practices for evacuations,
closures, and emergency conditions.

(b) UPDATE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and every 180 days thereafter for the next
five years, the Secretary shall submit to the
appropriate congressional committees, the
Committee on Appropriations of the Senate,
and the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives an update out-
lining the steps taken to implement this sec-
tion, along with any other recommendations
to improve the Department’s crisis manage-
ment and response operations.

(2) CONTENTS.—Each update submitted pur-
suant to paragraph (1) should include—

(A) a list of the posts whose contingency
plans, including any noncombatant evacu-
ation contingencies, has been reviewed and
updated as appropriate during the preceding
180 days; and

(B) an assessment of the Secretary’s con-
fidence that each post—

(i) has continuously reached out to United
States persons in country to maintain and
update contact information for as many such
persons as practicable; and

(ii) is prepared to communicate with such
persons in an emergency or crisis situation.

(3) ForM.—Each update submitted pursu-
ant to paragraph (1) shall be submitted in
unclassified form, but may include a classi-
fied annex.

SEC. 6405. SPECIAL ENVOY TO THE PACIFIC IS-
LANDS FORUM.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the United States must increase its dip-
lomatic activity and presence in the Pacific,
particularly among Pacific Island nations;
and
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(2) the Special Envoy to the Pacific Islands
Forum—

(A) should advance the United States part-
nership with Pacific Island Forum nations
and with the organization itself on Kkey
issues of importance to the Pacific region;
and

(B) should coordinate policies across the
Pacific region with like-minded democracies.

(b) APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL ENVOY TO THE
PAcCIFIC ISLANDS FORUM.—Section 1 of the
State Department Basic Authorities Act of
1956 (22 U.S.C. 2651a), as amended by section
6304, is further amended by adding at the end
the following new subsection:

‘(0) SPECIAL ENVOY TO THE PACIFIC Is-
LANDS FORUM.—

‘(1) APPOINTMENT.—The President shall ap-
point, by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate, a qualified individual to serve as
Special Envoy to the Pacific Islands Forum
(referred to in this section as the ‘Special
Envoy’).

¢“(2) CONSIDERATIONS.—

‘“‘(A) SELECTION.—The Special Envoy shall
be—

‘(i) a United States Ambassador to a coun-
try that is a member of the Pacific Islands
Forum; or

‘(i) a qualified individual who is not de-
scribed in clause ().

‘(B) LIMITATIONS.—If the President ap-
points an Ambassador to a country that is a
member of the Pacific Islands Forum to
serve concurrently as the Special Envoy to
the Pacific Islands Forum, such Ambas-
sador—

‘(i) may not begin service as the Special
Envoy until he or she has been confirmed by
the Senate for an ambassadorship to a coun-
try that is a member of the Pacific Islands
Forum; and

‘‘(ii) shall not receive additional compensa-
tion for his or her service as Special Envoy.

¢(3) DuTIES.—The Special Envoy shall—

“‘(A) represent the United States in its role
as dialogue partner to the Pacific Islands
Forum; and

“(B) carry out such other duties as the
President or the Secretary of State may pre-
scribe.”.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit a report to the appro-
priate congressional committees that de-
scribes how the Department will increase its
ability to recruit and retain highly-qualified
ambassadors, special envoys, and other sen-
ior personnel in posts in Pacific island coun-
tries as the Department expands its diplo-
matic footprint throughout the region.

SEC. 6406. SPECIAL ENVOY FOR BELARUS.

(a) SPECIAL ENVOY.—The President shall
appoint a Special Envoy for Belarus within
the Department (referred to in this section
as the “Special Envoy’’). The Special Envoy
should be a person of recognized distinction
in the field of European security, geopolitics,
democracy and human rights, and may be a
career Foreign Service officer.

(b) CENTRAL OBJECTIVE.—The central ob-
jective of the Special Envoy is to coordinate
and promote efforts—

(1) to improve respect for the fundamental
human rights of the people of Belarus;

(2) to sustain focus on the national secu-
rity implications of Belarus’s political and
military alignment for the United States;
and

(3) to respond to the political, economic,
and security impacts of events in Belarus
upon neighboring countries and the wider re-
gion.

(¢) DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES.—The
Special Envoy shall—

(1) engage in discussions with Belarusian
officials regarding human rights, political,
economic and security issues in Belarus;
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(2) support international efforts to pro-
mote human rights and political freedoms in
Belarus, including coordination and dialogue
between the United States and the United
Nations, the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe, the European Union,
Belarus, and the other countries in Eastern
Europe;

(3) consult with nongovernmental organi-
zations that have attempted to address
human rights and political and economic in-
stability in Belarus;

(4) make recommendations regarding the
funding of activities promoting human
rights, democracy, the rule of law, and the
development of a market economy in
Belarus;

(5) review strategies for improving protec-
tion of human rights in Belarus, including
technical training and exchange programs;

(6) develop an action plan for holding to ac-
count the perpetrators of the human rights
violations documented in the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights report
on the situation of human rights in Belarus
in the run-up to the 2020 presidential elec-
tion and its aftermath (Human Rights Coun-
cil Resolution 49/36);

(7) engage with member countries of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization, the Or-
ganization for Security and Cooperation in
Europe and the European Union with respect
to the implications of Belarus’s political and
security alignment for transatlantic secu-
rity; and

(8) work within the Department and among
partnering countries to sustain focus on the
political situation in Belarus.

(d) ROLE.—The position of Special Envoy—

(1) shall be a full-time position;

(2) may not be combined with any other
position within the Department;

(3) shall only exist as long as United States
diplomatic operations in Belarus at United
States Embassy Minsk have been suspended;
and

(4) shall oversee the operations and per-
sonnel of the Belarus Affairs Unit.

(e) REPORT ON ACTIVITIES.—Not later than
180 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, and annually thereafter for the fol-
lowing 5 years, the Secretary, in consulta-
tion with the Special Envoy, shall submit a
report to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees that describes the activities under-
taken pursuant to subsection (c¢) during the
reporting period.

(f) SUNSET.—The position of Special Envoy
for Belarus Affairs and the authorities pro-
vided by this section shall terminate 5 years
after the date of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 6407. OVERSEAS PLACEMENT OF SPECIAL
APPOINTMENT POSITIONS.

Not later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall
submit to the appropriate congressional
committees a report on current special ap-
pointment positions at United States diplo-
matic missions that do not exercise signifi-
cant authority, and all positions under
schedule B or schedule C of subpart C of part
213 of title 5, Code of Federal Regulations, at
United States diplomatic missions. The re-
port shall include the title and responsibil-
ities of each position, the expected duration
of the position, the name of the individual
currently appointed to the position, and the
hiring authority utilized to fill the position.

TITLE LXV—ECONOMIC DIPLOMACY
SEC. 6501. DUTIES OF OFFICERS PERFORMING
ECONOMIC FUNCTIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 5 of title I of the
Foreign Service Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 3981 et
seq.) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new section:
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“SEC. 506. DUTIES OF OFFICERS PERFORMING
ECONOMIC FUNCTIONS.

‘‘(a) DEFINED TERM.—In this section, the
term ‘United States person’ means—

‘(1) a United States citizen or an alien
lawfully admitted for permanent residence
to the United States; or

“(2) an entity organized under the laws of
the United States or any jurisdiction within
the United States, including a foreign branch
of such an entity.

““(b) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary is author-
ized to direct the officers performing eco-
nomic functions of the Foreign Service as
appropriate to carry out the full spectrum of
economic statecraft and commercial diplo-
macy work that advances United States for-
eign policy priorities in the host country or
domestic posting to which they are assigned,
including—

‘(1) to negotiate economic and other re-
lated agreements with foreign governments
and international organizations;

‘(2) to inform the Department, and when
appropriate, the Washington, D.C., head-
quarters offices of Federal agencies, with re-
spect to the positions of foreign governments
and international organizations in negotia-
tions on such matters as economic, energy,
environment, science and health;

“(3) to advance—

‘““(A) the routine implementation and
maintenance of economic, environment,
science, and health agreements; and

‘“(B) other initiatives in the countries to
which such officers are assigned related to
improving economic or commercial relations
for the benefit of United States persons, in-
cluding businesses;

‘“(4) to identify, help design and execute,
and advance, in consultation with other Fed-
eral agencies, United States policies, pro-
grams, and initiatives, including capacity-
building efforts, to advance policies of for-
eign governments that improve local eco-
nomic governance, market-based business
environments, and market access, increase
trade and investment opportunities, or pro-
vide a more level playing field for United
States persons, including with respect to—

“‘(A) improving revenue collection;

‘“(B) streamlining customs processes and
improving customs transparency and effi-
ciency;

‘(C) improving regulatory management;

‘(D) improving procurement processes, in-
cluding facilitating transparency in ten-
dering, bidding, and contact negotiation;

‘““(E) advancing intellectual property pro-
tections;

“(F) eliminating anticompetitive subsidies
and improving the transparency of remain-
ing subsidies;

‘“(G) improving budget management and
oversight; and

‘“(H) strengthening management of impor-
tant economic sectors;

‘(6) to prioritize active support of eco-
nomic and commercial goals of the United
States, and as appropriate, United States
persons abroad, in conjunction with the
United States and Foreign Commercial Serv-
ice established by section 2301 of the Export
Enhancement Act of 1988 (15 U.S.C. 4721);

‘‘(6) to provide United States persons with
information on all United States Govern-
ment support with respect to international
economic matters;

‘(T to receive feedback from United States
persons with respect to support described in
paragraphs (5) and (6), and report that feed-
back to the chief of mission and to the head-
quarters of the Department;

‘“(8) to consult closely and regularly with
the private sector in accordance with section
709 of the Championing American Business
through Diplomacy Act of 2019 (22 U.S.C.
9905);
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“(9) to identify and execute opportunities
for the United States to counter policies, ini-
tiatives, or activities by authoritarian gov-
ernments or enterprises affiliated with such
governments that are anticompetitive or un-
dermine the sovereignty or prosperity of the
United States or a partner country;

‘(10) to identify and execute opportunities
for the United States in new and emerging
areas of trade and investment, such as dig-
ital trade, critical minerals extraction, re-
fining, and processing, energy, and innova-
tion;

‘(11) to monitor the development and im-
plementation of bilateral and multilateral
economic and other related agreements and
provide recommendations to the Secretary
and the heads of other relevant Federal
agencies with respect to United States ac-
tions and initiatives relating to those agree-
ments;

‘(12) to maintain complete and accurate
records of the performance measurements of
the Department for economic and commer-
cial diplomacy activities, as directed by the
chief of mission and other senior officials of
the Department;

‘(13) to report on issues and developments
related to economic, commercial, trade, in-
vestment, energy, environment, science, and
health matters with direct relevance to
United States economic and national secu-
rity interests, especially when accurate, reli-
able, timely, and cost-effective information
is unavailable from non-United States Gov-
ernment sources; and

‘“(14) to coordinate all activities, as nec-
essary and appropriate, with counterparts in
other agencies.

‘‘(c) REGULATORY UPDATES.—The Secretary
shall update guidance in the Foreign Affairs
Manual and other regulations and guidance
as necessary to implement this section.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents for the Foreign Service Act of 1980
is amended by inserting after the item relat-
ing to section 505 the following:

‘“Sec. 506. Duties of economic officers.”.

SEC. 6502. REPORT ON RECRUITMENT, RETEN-
TION, AND PROMOTION OF FOREIGN
SERVICE ECONOMIC OFFICERS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall submit a report to the
appropriate congressional committees re-
garding the recruitment, retention, and pro-
motion of economic officers in the Foreign
Service.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
subsection (b) shall include—

(1) an overview of the key challenges the
Department faces in—

(A) recruiting individuals to serve as eco-
nomic officers in the Foreign Service; and

(B) retaining individuals serving as eco-
nomic officers in the Foreign Service, par-
ticularly at the level of GS-14 of the General
Schedule and higher;

(2) an overview of the key challenges in re-
cruiting and retaining qualified individuals
to serve in economic positions in the Civil
Service;

(3) a comparison of promotion rates for
economic officers in the Foreign Service rel-
ative to other officers in the Foreign Serv-
ice;

(4) a summary of the educational history
and training of current economic officers in
the Foreign Service and Civil Service offi-
cers serving in economic positions;

(5) the identification, disaggregated by re-
gion, of hard-to-fill posts and proposed incen-
tives to improve staffing of economic officers
in the Foreign Service at such posts;

(6) a summary and analysis of the factors
that lead to the promotion of—

(A) economic officers in the Foreign Serv-
ice; and
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(B) individuals serving in economic posi-
tions in the Civil Service; and

(7) a summary and analysis of current De-
partment-funded or run training opportuni-
ties and externally-funded programs, includ-
ing the Secretary’s Leadership Seminar at
Harvard Business School, for—

(A) economic officers in the Foreign Serv-
ice; and

(B) individuals serving in economic posi-
tions in the Civil Service.

SEC. 6503. MANDATE TO REVISE DEPARTMENT OF
STATE METRICS FOR SUCCESSFUL
ECONOMIC AND COMMERCIAL DI-
PLOMACY.

(a) MANDATE TO REVISE DEPARTMENT OF
STATE PERFORMANCE MEASURES FOR ECO-
NOMIC AND COMMERCIAL DIPLOMACY.—The
Secretary shall, as part of the Department’s
next regularly scheduled review on metrics
and performance measures, include revisions
of Department performance measures for
economic and commercial diplomacy, by
identifying outcome-oriented, and not proc-
ess-oriented, performance metrics, including
metrics that—

(1) measure how Department efforts ad-
vanced specific economic and commercial
objectives and led to successes for the United
States or other private sector actors over-
seas; and

(2) focus on customer satisfaction with De-
partment services and assistance.

(b) PLAN FOR ENSURING COMPLETE DATA
FOR PERFORMANCE MEASURES.—ASs part of the
review required under subsection (a), the
Secretary shall include a plan for ensuring
that—

(1) the Department, both at its main head-
quarters and at domestic and overseas posts,
maintains and fully updates data on per-
formance measures; and

(2) Department leadership and the appro-
priate congressional committees can evalu-
ate the extent to which the Department is
advancing United States economic and com-
mercial interests abroad through meeting
performance targets.

(c) REPORT ON PRIVATE SECTOR SURVEYS.—
The Secretary shall prepare a report that
lists and describes all the methods through
which the Department conducts surveys of
the private sector to measure private sector
satisfaction with assistance and services pro-
vided by the Department to advance private
sector economic and commercial goals in
foreign markets.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after
conducting the review pursuant to sub-
section (a), the Secretary shall submit to the
appropriate congressional committees—

(1) the revised performance metrics re-
quired under subsection (a); and

(2) the report required under subsection (c).
SEC. 6504. CHIEF OF MISSION ECONOMIC RE-

SPONSIBILITIES.

Section 207 of the Foreign Service Act of
1980 (22 U.S.C. 3927) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

‘“‘(e) EMBASSY ECONOMIC TEAM.—

‘(1) COORDINATION AND SUPERVISION.—Each
chief of mission shall coordinate and super-
vise the implementation of all United States
economic policy interests within the host
country in which the diplomatic mission is
located, among all United States Govern-
ment departments and agencies present in
such country.

‘“(2) ACCOUNTABILITY.—The chief of mission
is responsible for the performance of the dip-
lomatic mission in advancing United States
economic policy interests within the host
country.

€“(3) MISSION ECONOMIC TEAM.—The chief of
mission shall designate appropriate embassy
staff to form a mission economic team that—

‘“(A) monitors notable economic, commer-
cial, and investment-related developments in
the host country; and
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“(B) develops plans and strategies for ad-
vancing United States economic and com-
mercial interests in the host country, includ-
ing—

‘(i) tracking legislative, regulatory, judi-
cial, and policy developments that could af-
fect United States economic, commercial,
and investment interests;

‘“(ii) advocating for best practices with re-
spect to policy and regulatory developments;

‘“(iii) conducting regular analyses of mar-
ket systems, trends, prospects, and opportu-
nities for value-addition, including risk as-
sessments and constraints analyses of key
sectors and of United States strategic com-
petitiveness, and other reporting on commer-
cial opportunities and investment climate;
and

‘(iv) providing recommendations for re-
sponding to developments that may ad-
versely affect United States economic and
commercial interests.”.

SEC. 6505. DIRECTION TO EMBASSY DEAL TEAMS.

(a) PURPOSES.—The purposes of deal teams
at United States embassies and consulates
are—

(1) to promote a private sector-led ap-
proach—

(A) to advance economic growth and job
creation that is tailored, as appropriate, to
specific economic sectors; and

(B) to advance strategic partnerships;

(2) to prioritize efforts—

(A) to identify commercial and investment
opportunities;

(B) to advocate for improvements in the
business and investment climate;

(C) to engage and consult with private sec-
tor partners; and

(D) to report on the activities described in
subparagraphs (A) through (C), in accordance
with the applicable requirements under sec-
tions 706 and 707 of the Championing Amer-
ican Business Through Diplomacy Act of 2019
(22 U.S.C. 9902 and 9903);

(3)(A)(1) to identify trade and investment
opportunities for United States companies in
foreign markets; or

(ii) to assist with existing trade and invest-
ment opportunities already identified by
United States companies; and

(B) to deploy United States Government
economic and other tools to help such United
States companies to secure their objectives;

(4) to identify and facilitate opportunities
for entities in a host country to increase ex-
ports to, or investment in, the United States
in order to grow two-way trade and invest-
ment;

(5) to modernize, streamline, and improve
access to resources and services designed to
promote increased trade and investment op-
portunities;

(6) to identify and secure United States or
allied government support of strategic
projects, such as ports, railways, energy pro-
duction and distribution, critical minerals
development, telecommunications networks,
and other critical infrastructure projects
vulnerable to predatory investment by an
authoritarian country or entity in such
country where support or investment serves
an important United States interest;

(7) to coordinate across the Unites States
Government to ensure the appropriate and
most effective use of United States Govern-
ment tools to support United States eco-
nomic, commercial, and investment objec-
tives; and

(8) to coordinate with the multi-agency DC
Central Deal Team, established in February
2020, on the matters described in paragraphs
(1) through (7) and other relevant matters.

(b) CLARIFICATION.—A deal team may be
composed of the personnel comprising the
mission economic team formed pursuant to
section 207(e)(3) of the Foreign Service Act of
1980, as added by section 6504.
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(c) RESTRICTIONS.—A deal team may not
provide support for, or assist a United States
person with a transaction involving, a gov-
ernment, or an entity owned or controlled by
a government, if the Secretary determines
that such government—

(1) has repeatedly provided support for acts
of international terrorism, as described in—

(A) section 1754(c)(1)(A)(i) of the Export
Control Reform Act of 2018 (subtitle B of
title XVII of Public Law 115-232);

(B) section 620A(a) of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2371(a));

(C) section 40(d) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act (22 U.S.C. 2780(d)); or

(D) any other relevant provision of law; or

(2) has engaged in an activity that would
trigger a restriction under section 116(a) or
502B(a)(2) of the Foreign Assistance Act of
1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151n(a) and 2304(a)(2)) or any
other relevant provision of law.

(d) FURTHER RESTRICTIONS.—

(1) PROHIBITION ON SUPPORT OF SANCTIONED
PERSONS.—Deal teams may not carry out ac-
tivities prohibited under United States sanc-
tions laws or regulations, including dealings
with persons on the list of specially des-
ignated persons and blocked persons main-
tained by the Office of Foreign Assets Con-
trol of the Department of the Treasury, ex-
cept to the extent otherwise authorized by
the Secretary of the Treasury or the Sec-
retary.

(2) PROHIBITION ON SUPPORT OF ACTIVITIES
SUBJECT TO SANCTIONS.—Any person receiving
support from a deal team must be in compli-
ance with all United States sanctions laws
and regulations as a condition for receiving
such assistance.

(e) CHIEF OF MISSION AUTHORITY AND AcC-
COUNTABILITY.—The chief of mission to a for-
eign country—

(1) is the designated leader of a deal team
in such country; and

(2) shall be held accountable for the per-
formance and effectiveness of United States
deal teams in such country.

(f) GUIDANCE CABLE.—The Department
shall send out regular guidance on Deal
Team efforts by an All Diplomatic and Con-
sular Posts (referred to in this section as
“ALDAC”) that—

(1) describes the role of deal teams; and

(2) includes relevant and up-to-date infor-
mation to enhance the effectiveness of deal
teams in a country.

(g) CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In preparing the cable re-
quired under subsection (f), the Secretary
shall protect from disclosure any proprietary
information of a United States person
marked as business confidential information
unless the person submitting such informa-
tion—

(A) had notice, at the time of submission,
that such information would be released by;
or

(B) subsequently consents to the release of
such information.

(2) TREATMENT AS TRADE SECRETS.—Propri-
etary information obtained by the United
States Government from a United States
person pursuant to the activities of deal
teams shall be—

(A) considered to be trade secrets and com-
mercial or financial information (as such
terms are used under section 552b(c)(4) of
title 5, United States Code); and

(B) exempt from disclosure without the ex-
press approval of the person.

(h) SUNSET.—The requirements under sub-
sections (f) through (h) shall terminate on
the date that is 5 years after the date of the
enactment of this Act.

SEC. 6506. ESTABLISHMENT OF A “DEAL TEAM OF
THE YEAR” AWARD.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall

establish a new award, to be known as the
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‘“‘Deal Team of the Year Award’, and annu-
ally present the award to a deal team at one
United States mission in each region to rec-
ognize outstanding achievements in sup-
porting a United States company or compa-
nies pursuing commercial deals abroad or in
identifying new deal prospects for United
States companies.

(b) AWARD CONTENT.—

(1) DEPARTMENT OF STATE.—Each member
of a deal team receiving an award pursuant
to subsection (a) shall receive a certificate
that is signed by the Secretary and—

(A) in the case of a member of the Foreign
Service, is included in the next employee
evaluation report; or

(B) in the case of a Civil Service employee,
is included in the next annual performance
review.

(2) OTHER FEDERAL AGENCIES.—If an award
is presented pursuant to subsection (a) to a
Federal Government employee who is not
employed by the Department, the employing
agency may determine whether to provide
such employee any recognition or benefits in
addition to the recognition or benefits pro-
vided by the Department.

(c) ELIGIBILITY.—Any interagency econom-
ics team at a United States overseas mission
under chief of mission authority that assists
United States companies with identifying,
navigating, and securing trade and invest-
ment opportunities in a foreign country or
that facilitates beneficial foreign investment
into the United States is eligible for an
award under this section.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than the last day of
the fiscal year in which awards are presented
pursuant to subsection (a), the Secretary
shall submit a report to the appropriate con-
gressional committees that includes—

(1) each mission receiving a Deal Team of
the Year Award.

(2) the names and agencies of each awardee
within the recipient deal teams; and

(3) a detailed description of the reason such
deal teams received such award.

TITLE LXVI—PUBLIC DIPLOMACY
SEC. 6601. PUBLIC DIPLOMACY OUTREACH.

(a) COORDINATION OF RESOURCES.—The Ad-
ministrator of the United States Agency for
International Development and the Sec-
retary shall direct public affairs sections at
United States embassies and USAID Mission
Program Officers at USAID missions to co-
ordinate, enhance and prioritize resources
for public diplomacy and awareness cam-
paigns around United States diplomatic and
development efforts, including through—

(1) the utilization of new media technology
for maximum public engagement; and

(2) enact coordinated comprehensive com-
munity outreach to increase public aware-
ness and understanding and appreciation of
United States diplomatic and development
efforts.

(b) DEVELOPMENT OUTREACH AND COORDINA-
TION OFFICERS.—USAID should prioritize hir-
ing of additional Development Outreach and
Coordination officers in USAID missions to
support the purposes of subsection (a).

(c) BEST PRACTICES.—The Secretary and
the Administrator of USAID shall identify 10
countries in which Embassies and USAID
missions have successfully executed efforts,
including monitoring and evaluation of such
efforts, described in (a) and develop best
practices to be turned into Department and
USAID guidance.

SEC. 6602. MODIFICATION ON USE OF FUNDS FOR
RADIO FREE EUROPE/RADIO LIB-
ERTY.

In section 308(h) of the United States Inter-
national Broadcasting Act of 1994 (22 U.S.C.
6207(h)) is amended—

(1) by striking subparagraphs (1), (3), and
(5); and
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(2) by redesignating paragraphs (2) and (4)
as paragraphs (1) and (2), respectively.
SEC. 6603. INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTING.

(a) VOICE OF AMERICA.—Section 303 of the
United States International Broadcasting
Act of 1994 (22 U.S.C. 6202) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following:

“(d) VOICE OF AMERICA OPERATIONS AND
STRUCTURE.—

‘(1) OPERATIONS.—The Director of the
Voice of America (VOA)—

“‘(A) shall direct and supervise the oper-
ations of VOA, including making all major
decisions relating its staffing; and

‘“(B) may utilize any authorities made
available to the United States Agency for
Global Media or to its Chief Executive Offi-
cer under this Act or under any other Act to
carry out its operations in an effective man-
ner.

‘(2) PLAN.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Director of VOA shall submit a plan to the
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives to ensure that
the personnel structure of VOA is sufficient
to effectively carry out the principles de-
scribed in subsection (c).”’.

(b) APPOINTMENT OF CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFI-
CER.—Section 304 of such Act (22 U.S.C. 6203)
is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘as an en-
tity described in section 104 of title 5, United
States Code’ and inserting ‘‘under the direc-
tion of the International Broadcasting Advi-
sory Board’’; and

(2) in subsection (b)(1), by striking the sec-
ond sentence and inserting the following:
“Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, when a vacancy arises, until such time
as a Chief Executive Officer, to whom sec-
tions 3345 through 3349b of title 5, United
States Code, shall not apply, is appointed
and confirmed by the Senate, an acting Chief
Executive Officer shall be appointed by the
International Broadcasting Advisory Board
and shall continue to serve and exercise the
authorities and powers under this title as
the sole means of filling such vacancy, for
the duration of the vacancy. In the absence
of a quorum on the International Broad-
casting Advisory Board, the first principal
deputy of the United States Agency for Glob-
al Media shall serve as acting Chief Execu-
tive Officer.”.

(c) CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER AUTHORI-
TIES.—Section 305(a)(1) of such Act (22 U.S.C.
6204(a)(1)) is amended by striking ‘“To super-
vise all” and inserting ‘‘To oversee, coordi-
nate, and provide strategic direction for’.

(d) INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTING ADVISORY
BOARD.—Section 306(a) of such Act (22 U.S.C.
6205(a)) is amended by striking ‘‘advise the
Chief Executive Officer of’ and inserting
‘“‘oversee and advise the Chief Executive Offi-
cer and”.

(e) RADIO FREE AFRICA; RADIO FREE AMER-
ICAS.—Not later than 180 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Chief Exec-
utive Officer of the United States Agency for
Global Media shall submit a report to the
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Sen-
ate, the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate, the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives, and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives that details the financial
and other resources that would be required
to establish and operate 2 nonprofit organi-
zations, modeled after Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty and Radio Free Asia, for the
purposes of providing accurate, uncensored,
and reliable news and information to—

(1) the region of Africa, with respect to
Radio Free Africa; and

(2) the region of Latin America and the
Caribbean, with respect to Radio Free Amer-
icas.
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SEC. 6604. JOHN LEWIS CIVIL RIGHTS FELLOW-
SHIP PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Mutual Educational
and Cultural Exchange Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C.
2451 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“SEC. 115. JOHN LEWIS CIVIL RIGHTS FELLOW-
SHIP PROGRAM.

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
the John Lewis Civil Rights Fellowship Pro-
gram (referred to in this section as the ‘Fel-
lowship Program’) within the J. William Ful-
bright Educational Exchange Program.

‘“(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the Fel-
lowship Program are—

‘(1) to honor the legacy of Representative
John Lewis by promoting a greater under-
standing of the history and tenets of non-
violent civil rights movements; and

‘(2) to advance foreign policy priorities of
the United States by promoting studies, re-
search, and international exchange in the
subject of nonviolent movements that estab-
lished and protected civil rights around the
world.

‘‘(c) ADMINISTRATION.—The Bureau of Edu-
cational and Cultural Affairs (referred to in
this section as the ‘Bureau’) shall administer
the Fellowship Program in accordance with
policy guidelines established by the Board,
in consultation with the binational Ful-
bright Commissions and United States Em-
bassies.

¢“(d) SELECTION OF FELLOWS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Board shall annually
select qualified individuals to participate in
the Fellowship Program. The Bureau may
determine the number of fellows selected
each year, which, whenever feasible, shall be
not fewer than 25.

“(2) OUTREACH.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—To the extent prac-
ticable, the Bureau shall conduct outreach
at institutions, including—

‘(1) minority serving institutions, includ-
ing historically Black colleges and univer-
sities; and

‘“(ii) other appropriate institutions, as de-
termined by the Bureau.

‘“(B) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph:

‘(i) HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGE AND UNI-
VERSITY.—The term ‘historically Black col-
lege and university’ has the meaning given
the term ‘part B institution’ in section 322 of
the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1061).

(i) MINORITY SERVING INSTITUTION.—The
term ‘minority-serving institution’ means an
eligible institution under section 371(a) of
the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1067q(a)).

‘“(e) FELLOWSHIP ORIENTATION.—Annually,
the Bureau shall organize and administer a
fellowship orientation, which shall—

‘(1) be held in Washington, D.C., or at an-
other location selected by the Bureau; and

‘(2) include programming to honor the leg-
acy of Representative John Lewis.

*“(f) STRUCTURE.—

‘(1 WORK PLAN.—To carry out the pur-
poses described in subsection (b)—

‘“(A) each fellow selected pursuant to sub-
section (d) shall arrange an internship or re-
search placement—

‘(i) with a nongovernmental organization,
academic institution, or other organization
approved by the Bureau; and

‘“(ii) in a country with an operational Ful-
bright U.S. Student Program; and

‘‘(B) the Bureau shall, for each fellow, ap-
prove a work plan that identifies the target
objectives for the fellow, including specific
duties and responsibilities relating to those
objectives.

¢(2) CONFERENCES; PRESENTATIONS.—Each
fellow shall—

““(A) attend a fellowship orientation orga-
nized and administered by the Bureau under
subsection (e);
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“(B) not later than the date that is 1 year
after the end of the fellowship period, attend
a fellowship summit organized and adminis-
tered by the Bureau, which—

‘(i) whenever feasible, shall be held in At-
lanta, Georgia, or another location of impor-
tance to the civil rights movement in the
United States; and

‘“(ii) may coincide with other events facili-
tated by the Bureau; and

‘(C) at such summit, give a presentation
on lessons learned during the period of fel-
lowship.

‘“(3) FELLOWSHIP PERIOD.—Each fellowship
under this section shall continue for a period
determined by the Bureau, which, whenever
feasible, shall be not fewer than 10 months.

‘“(g) FELLOWSHIP AWARD.—The Bureau
shall provide each fellow under this section
with an allowance that is equal to the
amount needed for—

‘(1) the reasonable costs of the fellow dur-
ing the fellowship period; and

‘“(2) travel and lodging expenses related to
attending the orientation and summit re-
quired under subsection (e)(2).

‘“(h) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than 1
year after the date of the completion of the
Fellowship Program by the initial cohort of
fellows selected under subsection (d), and an-
nually thereafter, the Secretary of State
shall submit to the Committee on Foreign
Relations of the Senate and the Committee
on Foreign Affairs of the House of Represent-
atives a report on the implementation of the
Fellowship Program, including—

‘(1) a description of the demographics of
the cohort of fellows who completed a fellow-
ship during the preceding 1-year period;

‘“(2) a description of internship and re-
search placements, and research projects se-
lected by such cohort, under the Fellowship
Program, including feedback from—

‘“(A) such cohort on implementation of the
Fellowship Program; and

‘(B) the Secretary on lessons learned; and

‘“(3) an analysis of trends relating to the
diversity of each cohort of fellows and the
topics of projects completed since the estab-
lishment of the Fellowship Program.”’.

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS TO THE MUTUAL EDUCATIONAL AND
CULTURAL EXCHANGE ACT OF 1961.—Section
112(a) of the Mutual Educational and Cul-
tural Exchange Act of 1961 ( 22 U.S.C. 2460(a))
is amended—

(1) in paragraph (8), by striking ‘‘; and” and
inserting a semicolon;

(2) in paragraph (9), by striking the period
and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(10) the John Lewis Civil Rights Fellow-
ship Program established under section 115,
which provides funding for international in-
ternships and research placements for early-
to mid-career individuals from the United
States to study nonviolent civil rights move-
ments in self-arranged placements with uni-
versities or nongovernmental organizations
in foreign countries.”.

SEC. 6605. DOMESTIC ENGAGEMENT AND PUBLIC
AFFAIRS.

(a) STRATEGY REQUIRED.—Not later than
180 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary shall develop a strat-
egy to explain to the American people the
value of the work of the Department and
United States foreign policy to advancing
the national security of the United States.
The strategy shall include—

(1) tools to inform the American people
about the non-partisan importance of United
States diplomacy and foreign relations and
to utilize public diplomacy to meet the
United States’ national security priorities;

(2) efforts to reach the widest possible au-
dience of Americans, including those who
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historically have not had exposure to United
States foreign policy efforts and priorities;

(3) additional staffing and resource needs
including—

(A) domestic positions within the Bureau
of Global Public Affairs to focus on engage-
ment with the American people as outlined
in paragraph (1);

(B) positions within the Bureau of Edu-
cational and Cultural Affairs to enhance pro-
gram and reach the widest possible audience;

(C) increasing the number of fellowship and
detail programs that place Foreign Service
and civil service employees outside the De-
partment for a limited time, including Pear-
son Fellows, Reta Joe Lewis Local Dip-
lomats, Brookings Fellows, and Georgetown
Fellows; and

(D) recommendations for increasing par-
ticipation in the Hometown Diplomats pro-
gram and evaluating this program as well as
other opportunities for Department officers
to engage with American audiences while
traveling within the United States.

SEC. 6606. EXTENSION OF GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT
CENTER.

Section 1287(j) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (22
U.S.C. 2656 note) is amended by striking ‘‘on
the date that is 8 years after the date of the
enactment of this Act” and inserting ‘‘on
September 30, 2033"".

SEC. 6607. PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT.

Section 5603(d) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (Public
Law 117-81) is amended by adding at the end
the following new paragraph:

‘“(4) United States Information and Edu-
cational Exchange Act of 1948 (Public Law
80-402).”".

SEC. 6608. MODERNIZATION AND ENHANCEMENT
STRATEGY.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall submit a strategy to the appropriate
congressional committees for—

(1) modernizing and increasing the oper-
ational and programming capacity of Amer-
ican Spaces and American Corners through-
out the world, including by leveraging pub-
lic-private partnerships;

(2) providing salaries to locally employed
staff of American Spaces and American Cor-
ners; and

(3) providing opportunities for United
States businesses and nongovernmental or-
ganizations to better utilize American
Spaces.

TITLE LXVII—OTHER MATTERS
SEC. 6701. EXPANDING THE USE OF DDTC LICENS-
ING FEES.

Section 45 of the State Department Basic
Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C. 2717) is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘100 percent of the registra-
tion fees collected by the Office of Trade
Controls of the Department of State’ and in-
serting ‘100 percent of the defense trade con-
trol registration fees collected by the De-
partment of State’’;

(2) by inserting ‘‘management, licensing,
compliance, and policy activities in the de-
fense trade controls function, including”
after ‘‘expenses incurred for’’;

(3) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘contract
personnel to assist in’’;

(4) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘; and”’ and
inserting a semicolon;

(56) in paragraph (3), by striking the period
at the end and inserting a semicolon; and

(6) by adding at the end the following new
paragraphs:

‘‘(4) the facilitation of defense trade policy
development and implementation, review of
commodity jurisdiction determinations, pub-
lic outreach to industry and foreign parties,
and analysis of scientific and technological
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developments as they relate to the exercise
of defense trade control authorities; and

‘() contract personnel to assist in such
activities.”.

SEC. 6702. PROHIBITION ON ENTRY OF OFFICIALS
OF FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS IN-
VOLVED IN SIGNIFICANT CORRUP-
TION OR GROSS VIOLATIONS OF
HUMAN RIGHTS.

(a) INELIGIBILITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Officials of foreign gov-
ernments, and their immediate family mem-
bers, about whom the Secretary has credible
information have been involved, directly or
indirectly, in significant corruption, includ-
ing corruption related to the extraction of
natural resources, or a gross violation of
human rights, including the wrongful deten-
tion of locally employed staff of a United
States diplomatic mission or a United States
citizen or national, shall be ineligible for
entry into the United States.

(2) ADDITIONAL SANCTIONS.—Concurrent
with the application of paragraph (1), the
Secretary shall, as appropriate, refer the
matter to the Office of Foreign Assets Con-
trol of the Department of the Treasury to de-
termine whether to apply sanctions authori-
ties in accordance with United States law to
block the transfer of property and interests
in property, and all financial transactions, in
the United States involving any person de-
scribed in such paragraph.

(3) DESIGNATION.—The Secretary shall also
publicly or privately designate or identify
the officials of foreign governments about
whom the Secretary has such credible infor-
mation, and their immediate family mem-
bers, without regard to whether the indi-
vidual has applied for a visa.

(b) EXCEPTIONS.—

(1) SPECIFIC PURPOSES.—Individuals shall
not be ineligible for entry into the United
States pursuant to subsection (a) if such
entry would further important United States
law enforcement objectives or is necessary
to permit the United States to fulfill its obli-
gations under the United Nations Head-
quarters Agreement.

(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION REGARDING
INTERNATIONAL  OBLIGATIONS.—Nothing in
subsection (a) shall be construed to derogate
from United States obligations under appli-
cable international agreements.

(c) WAIVER.—The Secretary may waive the
application of subsection (a) if the Secretary
determines that the waiver would serve a
compelling national interest or that the cir-
cumstances that caused the individual to be
ineligible have changed sufficiently.

(d) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and every 90 days thereafter, the Secretary
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees, the Committee on Appro-
priations of the Senate, and the Committee
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives a report, including a classified annex
if necessary, that includes—

(A) a description of information related to
corruption or violation of human rights con-
cerning each of the individuals found ineli-
gible in the previous 12 months pursuant to
subsection (a)(1) as well as the individuals
who the Secretary designated or identified
pursuant to subsection (a)(3), or who would
be ineligible but for the application of sub-
section (b); and

(B) a list of any waivers provided under
subsection (c), together with a justification
for each waiver.

(2) FORM AND PUBLICATION.—

(A) ForM.—Each report required under
paragraph (1) shall be submitted in unclassi-
fied form but may include a classified annex.

(B) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The Secretary
shall make available to the public on a pub-
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licly accessible internet website of the De-
partment the unclassified portion of each re-
port required under paragraph (1).

(e) CLARIFICATION.—For purposes of sub-
sections (a) and (d), the records of the De-
partment and of diplomatic and consular of-
fices of the United States pertaining to the
issuance or refusal of visas or permits to
enter the United States shall not be consid-
ered confidential.

SEC. 6703. PROTECTION OF CULTURAL HERITAGE
DURING CRISES.

Notwithstanding the limitations specified
in section 304(c) of the Convention on Cul-
tural Property Implementation Act (19
U.S.C. 2603(c)) and without regard to whether
a country is a State Party to the Convention
(as defined in sections 302 of such Act (19
U.S.C. 2601)), the Secretary may exercise the
authority under section 304 of such Act (19
U.S.C. 2603) to impose import restrictions set
forth in section 307 of such Act (19 U.S.C.
2606) if the Secretary determines that—

(1) imposition of such restrictions is in the
national interest of the United States; and

(2) an emergency condition (as defined in
section 304 of such Act (19 U.S.C. 2603)) ap-
plies.

SEC. 6704. NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN DI-
PLOMACY.

Title I of the State Department Basic Au-
thorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C. 2651a et seq.)
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new section:

“SEC. 64. NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN DI-
PLOMACY.

“(a) ACTIVITIES.—

‘(1) SUPPORT AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary
of State is authorized to provide, by con-
tract, grant, or otherwise, for the perform-
ance of appropriate museum visitor and edu-
cational outreach services and related
events, including organizing programs and
conference activities, creating, designing,
and installing exhibits, and conducting mu-
seum shop services and food services in the
public exhibition and related physical and
virtual space utilized by the National Mu-
seum of American Diplomacy.

‘“(2) RECOVERY OF c0STs.—The Secretary of
State is authorized to recover any revenues
generated under the authority of paragraph
(1) for visitor and educational outreach serv-
ices and related events referred to in such
paragraph, including fees for use of facilities
at the National Museum for American Diplo-
macy. Any such revenues may be retained as
a recovery of the costs of operating the mu-
seum, credited to any Department of State
appropriation, and shall remain available
until expended.

“(b) DISPOSITION OF DOCUMENTS,
FACTS, AND OTHER ARTICLES.—

‘(1) PROPERTY.—AIl historic documents,
artifacts, or other articles permanently ac-
quired by the Department of State and deter-
mined by the Secretary of State to be suit-
able for display by the National Museum of
American Diplomacy shall be considered to
be the property of the United States Govern-
ment and shall be subject to disposition sole-
ly in accordance with this subsection.

““(2) SALE, TRADE, OR TRANSFER.—Whenever
the Secretary of State makes a determina-
tion described in paragraph (3) with respect
to a document, artifact, or other article
under paragraph (1), taking into account
considerations such as the museum’s collec-
tions management policy and best profes-
sional museum practices, the Secretary may
sell at fair market value, trade, or transfer
such document, artifact, or other article
without regard to the requirements of sub-
title I of title 40, United States Code. The
proceeds of any such sale may be used solely
for the advancement of the mission of the
National Museum of American Diplomacy
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and may not be used for any purpose other
than the acquisition and direct care of the
collections of the Museum.

¢“(3) DETERMINATIONS PRIOR TO SALE, TRADE,
OR TRANSFER.—The determination described
in this paragraph with respect to a docu-
ment, artifact, or other article under para-
graph (1) is a determination that—

‘“(A) the document, artifact, or other arti-
cle no longer serves to further the purposes
of the National Museum of American Diplo-
macy as set forth in the collections manage-
ment policy of the Museum;

‘(B) the sale, trade, or transfer of the doc-
ument, artifact, or other article would serve
to maintain the standards of the collection
of the Museum; or

“(C) the sale, trade, or transfer of the doc-
ument, artifact, or other article would be in
the best interests of the United States.

‘(4) LoANS.—In addition to the authoriza-
tion under paragraph (2) relating to the sale,
trade, or transfer of documents, artifacts, or
other articles under paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary of State may loan the documents, ar-
tifacts, or other articles, when not needed
for use or display by the National Museum of
American Diplomacy, to the Smithsonian In-
stitution or a similar institution for repair,
study, or exhibition.”’.

SEC. 6705. EXTRATERRITORIAL OFFENSES COM-
MITTED BY UNITED STATES NATION-
ALS SERVING WITH INTERNATIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS.

(a) JURISDICTION.—Whoever, while a United
States national or lawful permanent resident
serving with the United Nations, its special-
ized agencies, or other international organi-
zation the Secretary has designated for pur-
poses of this section and published in the
Federal Register, or while accompanying
such an individual, engages in conduct, or
conspires or attempts to engage in conduct,
outside the United States that would con-
stitute an offense punishable by imprison-
ment for more than one year if the conduct
had been engaged in within the special mari-
time and territorial jurisdiction of the
United States, shall be subject to United
States jurisdiction in order to be tried for
that offense.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ACCOMPANYING SUCH INDIVIDUAL.—The
term  ‘“‘accompanying such individual”’
means—

(A) being a dependent, or family member of
a United States national or lawful perma-
nent resident serving with the United Na-
tions, its specialized agencies, or other inter-
national organization designated under sub-
section (a);

(B) residing with such United States na-
tional or lawful permanent resident serving
with the United Nations, its specialized
agencies, or other international organization
designated under subsection (a); and

(C) not being a national of or ordinarily
resident in the country where the offense is
committed.

(2) SERVING WITH THE UNITED NATIONS, ITS
SPECIALIZED AGENCIES, OR OTHER INTER-
NATIONAL ORGANIZATION AS THE SECRETARY OF
STATE MAY DESIGNATE.—The term ‘‘serving
with the United Nations, its specialized
agencies, or other international organization
as the Secretary of State may designate”
under subsection (a) means—

(A) being a United States national or law-
ful permanent resident employed as an em-
ployee, a contractor (including a subcon-
tractor at any tier), an employee of a con-
tractor (or a subcontractor at any tier), an
expert on mission, or an unpaid intern or
volunteer of the United Nations, including
any of its funds, programs or subsidiary bod-
ies, or any of the United Nations specialized
agencies, or of any international organiza-
tion designated under subsection (a)(1); and
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(B) being present or residing outside the
United States in connection with such em-
ployment.

(3) UNITED STATES NATIONAL.—The term
“United States national’”’ has the meaning
given the term ‘‘national of the United
States’ in section 101(a)(22) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1101(a)(22)).

(c) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section shall be construed to limit or af-
fect the application of extraterritorial juris-
diction related to any other Federal law.

SEC. 6706. EXTENSION OF CERTAIN PRIVILEGES
AND IMMUNITIES TO THE INTER-
NATIONAL ENERGY FORUM.

The International Organizations Immuni-
ties Act (22 U.S.C. 288 et seq.) is amended by
adding at the end the following new section:

““SEC. 20. Under such terms and conditions
as the President shall determine, the Presi-
dent is authorized to extend the provisions of
this subchapter to the International Energy
Forum Secretariat in the same manner, to
the same extent, and subject to the same
conditions, as they may be extended to a
public international organization in which
the United States participates pursuant to
any treaty or under the authority of any Act
of Congress authorizing such participation or
making an appropriation for such participa-
tion.”.

SEC. 6707. EXTENSION OF CERTAIN PRIVILEGES
AND IMMUNITIES TO THE CONSEIL
EUROPEEN POUR LA RECHERCHE
NUCLEAIRE (CERN; THE EUROPEAN
ORGANIZATION FOR NUCLEAR RE-
SEARCH).

The International Organizations Immuni-
ties Act (22 U.S.C. 288 et seq.), as amended by
section 6706, is further amended by adding at
the end the following new section:

“SEC. 21. Under such terms and conditions
as the President shall determine, the Presi-
dent is authorized to extend the provisions of
this title to the European Organization for
Nuclear Research (CERN) in the same man-
ner, to the same extent, and subject to the
same conditions, as it may be extended to a
public international organization in which
the United States participates pursuant to
any treaty or under the authority of any Act
of Congress authorizing such participation or
making an appropriation for such participa-
tion.”.

SEC. 6708. INTERNSHIPS OF UNITED STATES NA-
TIONALS AT INTERNATIONAL ORGA-
NIZATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State is
authorized to bolster efforts to increase the
number of United States citizens representa-
tive of the American people occupying posi-
tions in the United Nations system, agen-
cies, and commissions, and in other inter-
national organizations, including by award-
ing grants to educational institutions and
students.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of State shall submit a report to
the appropriate congressional committees
that identifies—

(1) the number of United States citizens
who are involved in internship programs at
international organizations;

(2) the distribution of the individuals de-
scribed in paragraph (1) among various inter-
national organizations; and

(3) grants, programs, and other activities
that are being utilized to recruit and fund
United States citizens to participate in in-
ternship programs at international organiza-
tions.

(¢c) ELIGIBILITY.—An individual referred to
in subsection (a) is an individual who—

(1) is enrolled at or received their degree
within two years from—

(A) an institution of higher education; or
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(B) an institution of higher education
based outside the United States, as deter-
mined by the Secretary of State; and

(2) is a citizen of the United States.

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated
$1,500,000 for the Department of State for fis-
cal year 2024 to carry out the grant program
authorized under subsection (a).

SEC. 6709. TRAINING FOR INTERNATIONAL ORGA-
NIZATIONS.

(a) TRAINING PROGRAMS.—Section 708 of the
Foreign Service Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 4028) is
amended by adding at the end of the fol-
lowing new subsection:

‘““(e) TRAINING IN MULTILATERAL DIPLO-
MACY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in con-
sultation with other senior officials as ap-
propriate, shall establish training courses
on—

‘“(A) the conduct of diplomacy at inter-
national organizations and other multilat-
eral institutions; and

‘“(B) broad-based multilateral negotiations
of international instruments.

‘(2) REQUIRED TRAINING.—Members of the
Service, including appropriate chiefs of mis-
sion and other officers who are assigned to
United States missions representing the
United States to international organizations
and other multilateral institutions or who
are assigned in other positions that have as
their primary responsibility formulation of
policy related to such organizations and in-
stitutions, or participation in negotiations
of international instruments, shall receive
specialized training in the areas described in
paragraph (1) prior to the beginning of serv-
ice for such assignment or, if receiving such
training at that time is not practical, within
the first year of beginning such assign-
ment.”.

(b) TRAINING FOR DEPARTMENT EMPLOY-
EES.—The Secretary of State shall ensure
that employees of the Department of State
who are assigned to positions described in
paragraph (2) of subsection (e) of section 708
of the Foreign Service Act of 1980 (as added
by subsection (a) of this section), including
members of the civil service or general serv-
ice, or who are seconded to international or-
ganizations for a period of at least one year,
receive training described in such subsection
and participate in other such courses as the
Secretary may recommend to build or aug-
ment identifiable skills that would be useful
for such Department officials representing
United States interests at these institutions
and organizations.

SEC. 6710. MODIFICATION TO TRANSPARENCY ON
INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS AND
NON-BINDING INSTRUMENTS.

Section 112b of title 1, United States Code,
as most recently amended by section 5947 of
the James M. Inhofe National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public
Law 117-263; 136 Stat. 3476), is further amend-
ed—

(1) by redesignating subsections (h)
through (1) as subsections (i) through (m), re-
spectively; and

(2) by inserting after subsection (g) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(h)(1) If the Secretary is aware or has rea-
son to believe that the requirements of sub-
section (a), (b), or (¢) have not been fulfilled
with respect to an international agreement
or qualifying non-binding instrument, the
Secretary shall—

‘“(A) immediately bring the matter to the
attention of the office or agency responsible
for the agreement or qualifying non-binding
instrument; and

‘“(B) request the office or agency to provide
within 7 days the text or other information
necessary to fulfill the requirements of the
relevant subsection.
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‘“(2) Upon receiving the text or other infor-
mation requested pursuant to paragraph (1),
the Secretary shall—

“‘(A) fulfill the requirements of subsection
(a), (b), or (c), as the case may be, with re-
spect to the agreement or qualifying non-
binding instrument concerned—

‘(i) by including such text or other infor-
mation in the next submission required by
subsection (a)(1);

‘“(ii) by providing such information in writ-
ing to the Majority Leader of the Senate, the
Minority Leader of the Senate, the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, the Minor-
ity Leader of the House of Representatives,
and the appropriate congressional commit-
tees before provision of the submission de-
scribed in clause (i); or

‘“(iii) in relation to subsection (b), by mak-
ing the text of the agreement or qualifying
non-binding instrument and the information
described in subparagraphs (A)(iii) and
(B)(iii) of subsection (a)(1) relating to the
agreement or instrument available to the
public on the website of the Department of
State within 15 days of receiving the text or
other information requested pursuant to
paragraph (1); and

‘“(B) provide to the Majority Leader of the
Senate, the Minority Leader of the Senate,
the Speaker of the House of Representatives,
the Minority Leader of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and the appropriate congres-
sional committees, either in the next sub-
mission required by subsection (a)(1) or be-
fore such submission, a written statement
explaining the reason for the delay in ful-
filling the requirements of subsection (a),
(b), or (c), as the case may be.”.

SEC. 6711. STRATEGY FOR THE EFFICIENT PROC-
ESSING OF ALL AFGHAN SPECIAL
IMMIGRANT VISA APPLICATIONS
AND APPEALS.

Section 602 of the Afghan Allies Protection
Act of 2009 (Public Law 111-8; 8 U.S.C. 1101
note) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1), by striking “In this
section” and inserting ‘‘Except as otherwise
explicitly provided, in this section’; and

(2) in subsection (b), by adding at the end
the following:

‘‘(16) DEPARTMENT OF STATE STRATEGY FOR
EFFICIENT PROCESSING OF APPLICATIONS AND
APPEALS.—

‘“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this para-
graph, the Secretary of State, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, the Secretary of Defense, the head of
any other relevant Federal agency, the ap-
propriate committees of Congress, and civil
society organizations (including legal advo-
cates), shall develop a strategy to address
applications pending at all steps of the spe-
cial immigrant visa process under this sec-
tion.

‘(B) ELEMENTS.—The strategy required by
subparagraph (A) shall include the following:

‘(i) A review of current staffing levels and
needs across all interagency offices and offi-
cials engaged in the special immigrant visa
process under this section.

‘(i) An analysis of the expected Chief of
Mission approvals and denials of applications
in the pipeline in order to project the ex-
pected number of visas necessary to provide
special immigrant status to all approved ap-
plicants under this Act during the several
years after the date of the enactment of this
paragraph.

“4(iii) A plan for
disaggregating data on—

“(I) individuals who have applied for spe-
cial immigrant visas under this section; and

“(IT1) individuals who have been issued
visas under this section.

collecting and
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“(iv) An assessment as to whether ade-
quate guidelines exist for reconsidering or
reopening applications for special immigrant
visas under this section in appropriate cir-
cumstances and consistent with applicable
laws.

‘“(v) An assessment of the procedures
throughout the special immigrant visa appli-
cation process, including at the Portsmouth
Consular Center, and the effectiveness of
communication between the Portsmouth
Consular Center and applicants, including an
identification of any area in which improve-
ments to the efficiency of such procedures
and communication may be made.

‘(C) ForM.—The strategy required by sub-
paragraph (A) shall be submitted in unclassi-
fied form but may include an classified
annex.

‘(D) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS DEFINED.—In this paragraph, the term
‘appropriate committees of Congress’
means—

‘(i) the Committee on Foreign Relations,
the Committee on the Judiciary, the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
ment Affairs, and the Committee on Armed
Services of the Senate; and

‘“(ii) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the
Committee on the Judiciary, the Committee
on Homeland Security, and the Committee
on Armed Services of the House of Rep-
resentatives.”.

SEC. 6712. REPORT ON PARTNER FORCES UTI-
LIZING UNITED STATES SECURITY
ASSISTANCE IDENTIFIED AS USING
HUNGER AS A WEAPON OF WAR.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the United States recognizes the link
between armed conflict and conflict-induced
food insecurity;

(2) Congress recognizes and condemns the
role of nefarious security actors, including
state and non-state armed groups, who have
utilized hunger as a weapon of war, including
through the unanimous adoption of House of
Representatives Resolution 922 and Senate
Resolution 669 relating to ‘‘[clondemning the
use of hunger as a weapon of war and recog-
nizing the effect of conflict on global food se-
curity and famine’’;

(3) United Nations Security Council Reso-
lution 2417 articulates principles that should
serve as an important framework for holding
perpetrators that use hunger as a weapon of
war accountable; and

(4) the United States should use the diplo-
matic and humanitarian tools at our dis-
posal to not only fight global hunger, miti-
gate the spread of conflict, and promote crit-
ical, lifesaving assistance, but also hold per-
petrators using hunger as a weapon of war to
account.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph:

(1) HUNGER AS A WEAPON OF WAR.—The term
““hunger as a weapon of war’ means—

(A) intentional starvation of civilians;

(B) intentional and reckless destruction,
removal, looting, or rendering useless ob-
jects necessary for food production and dis-
tribution, such as farmland, markets, mills,
food processing and storage facilities, food
stuffs, crops, livestock, agricultural assets,
waterways, water systems, drinking water
facilities and supplies, and irrigation net-
works;

(C) undue denial of humanitarian access
and deprivation of objects indispensable to
people’s survival, such as food supplies and
nutrition resources; and

(D) willful interruption of market systems
for populations in need, including through
the prevention of travel and manipulation of
currency exchange.

(2) SECURITY ASSISTANCE.—The term ‘‘secu-
rity assistance’” means assistance meeting
the definition of ‘‘security assistance’ under
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section 502B of the Foreign Assistance Act of
1961 (22 U.S.C. 2304).

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary, in consultation with the Adminis-
trator of the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development, and the Secretary of
Defense shall submit a report to the appro-
priate congressional committees, the Com-
mittee on Armed Services of the Senate, and
the Committee on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives regarding—

(1) United States-funded security assist-
ance and cooperation; and

(2) whether the governments and entities
receiving such assistance have or are cur-
rently using hunger as a weapon of war.

(d) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
subsection (c) shall—

(1) identify countries receiving United
States-funded security assistance or partici-
pating in security programs and activities,
including in coordination with the Depart-
ment of Defense, that are currently experi-
encing famine-like conditions as a result of
conflict;

(2) describe the actors and actions taken
by such actors in the countries identified
pursuant to paragraph (1) who are utilizing
hunger as a weapon of war; and

(3) describe any current or existing plans
to continue providing United States-funded
security assistance to recipient countries.

(e) FORM.—The report required under sub-
section (c) shall be submitted in unclassified
form, but may include a classified annex.
SEC. 6713. INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS AND IN-

VESTMENTS BY THE UNITED STATES
AND PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA.

Not later than 1 year after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary, in co-
ordination with the Administrator of the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment, shall submit a report to the ap-
propriate congressional committees regard-
ing the opportunities and costs of infrastruc-
ture projects in Middle East, African, and
Latin American and Caribbean countries,
which shall—

(1) describe the nature and total funding of
United States infrastructure investments
and construction in Middle East, African,
and Latin American and Caribbean coun-
tries, and that of United States allies and
partners in the same regions;

(2) describe the nature and total funding of
infrastructure investments and construction
by the People’s Republic of China in Middle
East, African, and Latin American and Car-
ibbean countries;

(3) assess the national security threats
posed by the infrastructure investment gap
between the People’s Republic of China and
the United States and United States allies
and partners, including—

(A) infrastructure, such as ports;

(B) access to critical and strategic min-
erals;

(C) digital and telecommunication infra-
structure;

(D) threats to supply chains; and

(E) general favorability towards the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China and the United
States and United States’ allies and partners
among Middle REast, African, and Latin
American and Caribbean countries;

(4) assess the opportunities and challenges
for companies based in the United States to
invest in infrastructure projects in Middle
East, African, and Latin American and Car-
ibbean countries;

(5) describe options for the United States
Government to undertake to increase sup-
port for United States businesses engaged in
large-scale infrastructure projects in Middle
BEast, African, and Latin American and Car-
ibbean countries; and

(6) identify regional infrastructure prior-
ities, ranked according to United States na-
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tional interests, in Middle East, African, and
Latin American and Caribbean countries.
SEC. 6714. SPECIAL ENVOYS.

(a) REVIEW.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall conduct a review of all spe-
cial envoy positions to determine—

(1) which special envoy positions are need-
ed to accomplish the mission of the Depart-
ment;

(2) which special envoy positions could be
absorbed into the Department’s existing bu-
reau structure;

(3) which special envoy positions were es-
tablished by an Act of Congress; and

(4) which special envoy positions were cre-
ated by the Executive Branch without ex-
plicit congressional approval.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 60 days after
the completion of the review required under
subsection (a), the Secretary shall submit a
report to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees that includes—

(1) a list of every special envoy position in
the Department;

(2) a detailed justification of the need for
each special envoy, if warranted;

(3) a list of the special envoy positions that
could be absorbed into the Department’s ex-
isting bureau structure without compro-
mising the mission of the Department;

(4) a list of the special envoy positions that
were created by an Act of Congress; and

(5) a list of the special envoy positions that
are not expressly authorized by statute.

SEC. 6715. US-ASEAN CENTER.

(a) DEFINED TERM.—In this section, the
term ‘‘ASEAN” means the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations.

(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary is au-
thorized to enter into a public-private part-
nership for the purposes of establishing a
US-ASEAN Center in the United States to
support United States economic and cultural
engagement with Southeast Asia.

(c) FUuNcTIONS.—Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, the US-ASEAN Center es-
tablished pursuant to subsection (b) may—

(1) provide grants for research to support
and elevate the importance of the US-
ASEAN partnership;

(2) facilitate activities to strengthen US-
ASEAN trade and investment;

(3) expand economic and technological re-
lationships between ASEAN countries and
the United States into new areas of coopera-
tion;

(4) provide training to United States citi-
zens and citizens of ASEAN countries that
improve people-to-people ties;

(5) develop educational programs to in-
crease awareness for the United States and
ASEAN countries on the importance of rela-
tions between the United States and ASEAN
countries; and

(6) carry out other activities the Secretary
considers necessary to strengthen ties be-
tween the United States and ASEAN coun-
tries and achieve the objectives of the US-
ASEAN Center.

SEC. 6716. REPORT ON VETTING OF STUDENTS
FROM NATIONAL DEFENSE UNIVER-
SITIES AND OTHER ACADEMIC INSTI-
TUTIONS OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUB-
LIC OF CHINA.

(a) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, shall submit to
the appropriate congressional committees a
report that includes—

(1) an evaluation of the screening process
of foreign nationals entering the United
States from the People’s Republic of China
who attend or have attended—

(A) a top tier university administered by
the Ministry of Industry and Information
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Technology of the People’s Republic of

China; or

(B) an academic institution of the People’s
Republic of China identified on the list re-
quired by section 1286(c)(8) of the John S.
McCain National Defense Authorization Act
of 2019 (Public Law 115-232; 10 U.S.C. 2358
note);

(2) an assessment of any vulnerabilities in
the screening process, and recommendations
for legal, regulatory, or other changes or
steps to address such vulnerabilities; and

(3) the number of visas approved and de-
nied by the Department, to the extent pos-
sible, for students from the People’s Repub-
lic of China in science, technology, engineer-
ing, and mathematics fields, including the
number of such students who are pursuing an
advanced degree or repeating a degree in
such fields over the last five years.

(b) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term
‘“‘appropriate congressional committees”’
means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations,
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs, and the Committee on
the Judiciary of the Senate; and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the
Committee on Homeland Security, and the
Committee on the Judiciary of the House of
Representatives.

SEC. 6717. BRIEFINGS ON THE UNITED STATES-
EUROPEAN UNION TRADE AND
TECHNOLOGY COUNCIL.

It is the sense of Congress that the United
States-European Union Trade and Tech-
nology Council is an important forum for the
United States and in the European Union to
engage on transatlantic trade, investment,
and engagement on matters related to crit-
ical and emerging technology and that the
Department should provide regular updates
to the appropriate congressional committees
on the deliverables and policy initiatives an-
nounced at United States-European Union
Trade and Technology Council ministerials.
SEC. 6718. REPORT ON PARTICIPATION IN EXER-

CISES WITH GOVERNMENTS THAT
HAVE SUPPORTED INTERNATIONAL
TERRORISM .

To the extent the United States Govern-
ment is engaging in military or maritime
training or exercises with a government the
Secretary has determined has repeatedly
provided support for acts of international
terrorism, not later than 180 days after the
date enactment of this Act, the Department
shall provide to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report that includes a
justification for such participation, and
whether any United States Government
funds go to the government of such country
in relation to such exercises.

SEC. 6719. CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT, QUAR-
TERLY REVIEW, AND AUTHORITY RE-
LATING TO CONCURRENCE PRO-
VIDED BY CHIEFS OF MISSION FOR
SUPPORT OF CERTAIN GOVERN-
MENT OPERATIONS.

(a) NOTIFICATION REQUIRED.—Not later
than 30 days after the date on which a chief
of mission concurs with providing United
States Government support to entities or in-
dividuals engaged in facilitating or sup-
porting United States Government military-
or security-related operations within the
area of responsibility of the chief of mission,
the Secretary shall notify the appropriate
congressional committees of such concur-
rence.

(b) SEMIANNUAL REVIEW, DETERMINATION,
AND BRIEFING REQUIRED.—Not less frequently
than semiannually, the Secretary, in order
to ensure that the support described in sub-
section (a) continues to align with United
States foreign policy objectives and the ob-
jectives of the Department, shall—
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(1) conduct a review of any concurrence de-
scribed in subsection (a) that is in effect;

(2) determine, based on such review, wheth-
er to revoke any such concurrence pending
further study and review; and

(3) brief the appropriate congressional
committees regarding the results of such re-
view.

(¢c) REVOCATION OF CONCURRENCE.—If the
Secretary determines, pursuant to a review
conducted under subsection (b), that any
concurrence described in subsection (a)
should be revoked, the Secretary may revoke
such concurrence.

(d) ANNUAL REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later
than January 31 of each year, the Secretary
shall submit a report to the appropriate con-
gressional committees that includes—

(1) a description of any support described
in subsection (a) that was provided with the
concurrence of a chief of mission during the
calendar year preceding the calendar year in
which the report is submitted; and

(2) an analysis of the effects of such sup-
port on diplomatic lines of effort, including
with respect to—

(A) nonproliferation, anti-terrorism,
demining, and related programs and associ-
ated anti-terrorism assistance programs;

(B) international narcotics control and law
enforcement programs; and

(C) foreign military sales, foreign military
financing, and associated training programs.
SEC. 6720. MODIFICATION AND REPEAL OF RE-

PORTS.

(a) COUNTRY REPORTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS
PRACTICES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall exam-
ine the production of the 2023 and subsequent
annual Country Reports on Human Rights
Practices by the Assistant Secretary for De-
mocracy, Human Rights, and Labor as re-
quired under sections 116(d) and 502B(b) of
the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C.
2151n(d), 2304(b)) to maximize—

(A) cost and personnel efficiencies;

(B) the potential use of data and analytic
tools and visualization; and

(C) advancement of the modernization
agenda for the Department announced by the
Secretary on October 27, 2021.

(2) TRANSNATIONAL REPRESSION AMEND-
MENTS TO ANNUAL COUNTRY REPORTS ON
HUMAN RIGHTS PRACTICES.—Section 116(d) of
the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C.
2151n(d)) is amended by adding at the end the
following new paragraph:

‘“(13) Wherever applicable, a description of
the nature and extent of acts of
transnational repression that occurred dur-
ing the preceding year, including identifica-
tion of—

‘“(A) incidents in which a government har-
assed, intimidated, or killed individuals out-
side of their internationally recognized bor-
ders and the patterns of such repression
among repeat offenders;

‘(B) countries in which such transnational
repression occurs and the role of the govern-
ments of such countries in enabling, pre-
venting, mitigating, and responding to such
acts;

‘“(C) the tactics used by the governments
of countries identified pursuant to subpara-
graph (A), including the actions identified
and any new techniques observed;

‘(D) in the case of digital surveillance and
harassment, the type of technology or plat-
form, including social media, smart city
technology, health tracking systems, general
surveillance technology, and data access,
transfer, and storage procedures, used by the
governments of countries identified pursuant
to subparagraph (A) for such actions; and

‘“(E) groups and types of individuals tar-
geted by acts of transnational repression in
each country in which such acts occur.”.

(b) ELIMINATION OF OBSOLETE REPORTS.—
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(1) ANNUAL REPORTS RELATING TO FUNDING
MECHANISMS FOR TELECOMMUNICATIONS SECU-
RITY AND SEMICONDUCTORS.—Division H of the
William M. (Mac) Thornberry National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021
(Public Law 116-283) is amended—

(A) in section 9202(a)(2)
906(a)(2))—

(i) by striking subparagraph (C); and

(ii) by redesignating subparagraph (D) as
subparagraph (C); and

(B) in section 9905 (15 U.S.C. 4655)—

(i) by striking subsection (c); and

(ii) by redesignating subsection (d) as sub-
section (c).

(2) REPORTS RELATING TO FOREIGN ASSIST-
ANCE TO COUNTER RUSSIAN INFLUENCE AND
MEDIA ORGANIZATIONS CONTROLLED BY RUS-
SIA.—The Countering Russian Influence in
Europe and Eurasia Act of 2017 (title II of
Public Law 115-44) is amended—

(A) in section 254(e)—

(i) in paragraph (1)—

(I) by striking ‘“IN GENERAL.—’;

(IT) by redesignating subparagraphs (A),
(B), and (C) as paragraphs (1), (2), and (3), re-
spectively, and moving such paragraphs 2
ems to the left; and

(ii) by striking paragraph (2); and

(B) by striking section 255.

(3) ANNUAL REPORT ON PROMOTING THE RULE
OF LAW IN THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION.—Section
202 of the Russia and Moldova Jackson-
Vanik Repeal and Sergei Magnitsky Rule of
Law Accountability Act of 2012 (Public Law
112-208) is amended by striking subsection
(a).

(4) ANNUAL REPORT ON ADVANCING FREEDOM
AND DEMOCRACY.—Section 2121 of the Ad-
vance Democratic Values, Address Nondemo-
cratic Countries, and Enhance Democracy
Act of 2007 (title XXI of Public Law 110-53) is
amended by striking subsection (c).

() ANNUAL REPORTS ON UNITED STATES-
VIETNAM HUMAN RIGHTS DIALOGUE MEETINGS.—
Section 702 of the Foreign Relations Author-
ization Act, Fiscal Year 2003 (22 U.S.C. 2151n
note) is repealed.

TITLE LXVIII—-COMBATING GLOBAL
CORRUPTION
SEC. 6801. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘“‘Combating
Global Corruption Act’.

SEC. 6802. DEFINITIONS.

In this title:

(1) CORRUPT ACTOR.—The term
actor” means—

(A) any foreign person or entity that is a
government official or government entity re-
sponsible for, or complicit in, an act of cor-
ruption; and

(B) any company, in which a person or en-
tity described in subparagraph (A) has a sig-
nificant stake, which is responsible for, or
complicit in, an act of corruption.

(2) CORRUPTION.—The term ‘‘corruption”
means the unlawful exercise of entrusted
public power for private gain, including by
bribery, nepotism, fraud, or embezzlement.

(3) SIGNIFICANT CORRUPTION.—The term
‘“‘significant corruption” means corruption
committed at a high level of government
that has some or all of the following charac-
teristics:

(A) Tllegitimately distorts major decision-
making, such as policy or resource deter-
minations, or other fundamental functions of
governance.

(B) Involves economically or
large-scale government activities.
SEC. 6803. PUBLICATION OF TIERED RANKING

(47 U.S.C.

‘‘corrupt

socially

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State
shall annually publish, on a publicly acces-
sible website, a tiered ranking of all foreign
countries.

(b) TIER 1 COUNTRIES.—A country shall be
ranked as a tier 1 country in the ranking
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published under subsection (a) if the govern-
ment of such country is complying with the
minimum standards set forth in section 804.

(¢) TIER 2 COUNTRIES.—A country shall be
ranked as a tier 2 country in the ranking
published under subsection (a) if the govern-
ment of such country is making efforts to
comply with the minimum standards set
forth in section 804, but is not achieving the
requisite level of compliance to be ranked as
a tier 1 country.

(d) TiIER 3 COUNTRIES.—A country shall be
ranked as a tier 3 country in the ranking
published under subsection (a) if the govern-
ment of such country is making de minimis
or no efforts to comply with the minimum
standards set forth in section 804.

SEC. 6804. MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR THE ELIMI-
NATION OF CORRUPTION AND AS-
SESSMENT OF EFFORTS TO COMBAT
CORRUPTION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The government of a
country is complying with the minimum
standards for the elimination of corruption if
the government—

(1) has enacted and implemented laws and
established government structures, policies,
and practices that prohibit corruption, in-
cluding significant corruption;

(2) enforces the laws described in para-
graph (1) by punishing any person who is
found, through a fair judicial process, to
have violated such laws;

(3) prescribes punishment for significant
corruption that is commensurate with the
punishment prescribed for serious crimes;
and

(4) is making serious and sustained efforts
to address corruption, including through pre-
vention.

(b) FACTORS FOR ASSESSING GOVERNMENT
EFFORTS TO COMBAT CORRUPTION.—In deter-
mining whether a government is making se-
rious and sustained efforts to address corrup-
tion, the Secretary of State shall consider,
to the extent relevant or appropriate, factors
such as—

(1) whether the government of the country
has criminalized corruption, investigates and
prosecutes acts of corruption, and convicts
and sentences persons responsible for such
acts over which it has jurisdiction, includ-
ing, as appropriate, incarcerating individuals
convicted of such acts;

(2) whether the government of the country
vigorously investigates, prosecutes, con-
victs, and sentences public officials who par-
ticipate in or facilitate corruption, including
nationals of the country who are deployed in
foreign military assignments, trade delega-
tions abroad, or other similar missions, who
engage in or facilitate significant corrup-
tion;

(3) whether the government of the country
has adopted measures to prevent corruption,
such as measures to inform and educate the
public, including potential victims, about
the causes and consequences of corruption;

(4) what steps the government of the coun-
try has taken to prohibit government offi-
cials from participating in, facilitating, or
condoning corruption, including the inves-
tigation, prosecution, and conviction of such
officials;

(5) the extent to which the country pro-
vides access, or, as appropriate, makes ade-
quate resources available, to civil society or-
ganizations and other institutions to combat
corruption, including reporting, inves-
tigating, and monitoring;

(6) whether an independent judiciary or ju-
dicial body in the country is responsible for,
and effectively capable of, deciding corrup-
tion cases impartially, on the basis of facts
and in accordance with the law, without any
improper restrictions, influences, induce-
ments, pressures, threats, or interferences
(direct or indirect);
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(7) whether the government of the country
is assisting in international investigations of
transnational corruption networks and in
other cooperative efforts to combat signifi-
cant corruption, including, as appropriate,
cooperating with the governments of other
countries to extradite corrupt actors;

(8) whether the government of the country
recognizes the rights of victims of corrup-
tion, ensures their access to justice, and
takes steps to prevent victims from being
further victimized or persecuted by corrupt
actors, government officials, or others;

(9) whether the government of the country
protects victims of corruption or whistle-
blowers from reprisal due to such persons
having assisted in exposing corruption, and
refrains from other discriminatory treat-
ment of such persons;

(10) whether the government of the coun-
try is willing and able to recover and, as ap-
propriate, return the proceeds of corruption;

(11) whether the government of the coun-
try is taking steps to implement financial
transparency measures in line with the Fi-
nancial Action Task Force recommenda-
tions, including due diligence and beneficial
ownership transparency requirements;

(12) whether the government of the coun-
try is facilitating corruption in other coun-
tries in connection with state-directed in-
vestment, loans or grants for major infra-
structure, or other initiatives; and

(13) such other information relating to cor-
ruption as the Secretary of State considers
appropriate.

(c) ASSESSING GOVERNMENT EFFORTS TO
COMBAT CORRUPTION IN RELATION TO REL-
EVANT INTERNATIONAL COMMITMENTS.—In de-
termining whether a government is making
serious and sustained efforts to address cor-
ruption, the Secretary of State shall con-
sider the government of a country’s compli-
ance with the following, as relevant:

(1) The Inter-American Convention against
Corruption of the Organization of American
States, done at Caracas March 29, 1996.

(2) The Convention on Combating Bribery
of Foreign Public Officials in International
Business Transactions of the Organisation of
Economic Co-operation and Development,
done at Paris December 21, 1997 (commonly
referred to as the ‘‘Anti-Bribery Conven-
tion”’).

(3) The United Nations Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime, done at New
York November 15, 2000.

(4) The United Nations Convention against
Corruption, done at New York October 31,
2003.

(5) Such other treaties, agreements, and
international standards as the Secretary of
State considers appropriate.

SEC. 6805. IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS UNDER
GLOBAL MAGNITSKY HUMAN
RIGHTS ACCOUNTABILITY ACT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State,
in coordination with the Secretary of the
Treasury, should evaluate whether there are
foreign persons engaged in significant cor-
ruption for the purposes of potential imposi-
tion of sanctions wunder the Global
Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability
Act (subtitle F of title XII of Public Law 114—
328; 22 U.S.C. 2656 note)—

(1) in all countries identified as tier 3 coun-
tries under section 6803(d); or

(2) in relation to the planning or construc-
tion or any operation of the Nord Stream 2
pipeline.

(b) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180
days after publishing the list required by
section 6803(a) and annually thereafter, the
Secretary of State shall submit to the com-
mittees specified in subsection (e) a report
that includes—
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(1) a list of foreign persons with respect to
which the President imposed sanctions pur-
suant to the evaluation under subsection (a);

(2) the dates on which such sanctions were
imposed;

(3) the reasons for imposing such sanc-
tions; and

(4) a list of all foreign persons that have
been engaged in significant corruption in re-
lation to the planning, construction, or oper-
ation of the Nord Stream 2 pipeline.

(c) FOrRM OF REPORT.—Each report required
by subsection (b) shall be submitted in un-
classified form but may include a classified
annex.

(d) BRIEFING IN LIEU OF REPORT.—The Sec-
retary of State, in coordination with the
Secretary of the Treasury, may (except with
respect to the list required by subsection
(b)(4)) provide a briefing to the committees
specified in subsection (e) instead of submit-
ting a written report required under sub-
section (b), if doing so would better serve ex-
isting United States anti-corruption efforts
or the national interests of the Untied
States.

(e) TERMINATION OF REQUIREMENTS RELAT-
ING TO NORD STREAM 2.—The requirements
under subsections (a)(2) and (b)(4) shall ter-
minate on the date that is 5 years after the
date of the enactment of this Act.

(f) COMMITTEES SPECIFIED.—The commit-
tees specified in this subsection are—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations,
the Committee on Appropriations, the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs, and the Committee on the Judiciary of
the Senate; and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the
Committee on Appropriations, the Com-
mittee on Financial Services, and the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

SEC. 6806. DESIGNATION OF EMBASSY ANTI-COR-
RUPTION POINTS OF CONTACT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State
shall annually designate an anti-corruption
point of contact at the United States diplo-
matic post to each country identified as tier
2 or tier 3 under section 6803, or which the
Secretary otherwise determines is in need of
such a point of contact. The point of contact
shall be the chief of mission or the chief of
mission’s designee.

(b) RESPONSIBILITIES.—Each anti-corrup-
tion point of contact designated under sub-
section (a) shall be responsible for enhancing
coordination and promoting the implementa-
tion of a whole-of-government approach
among the relevant Federal departments and
agencies undertaking efforts to—

(1) promote good governance in foreign
countries; and

(2) enhance the ability of such countries—

(A) to combat public corruption; and

(B) to develop and implement corruption
risk assessment tools and mitigation strate-
gies.

(c) TRAINING.—The Secretary of State shall
implement appropriate training for anti-cor-
ruption points of contact designated under
subsection (a).

TITLE LXIX—AUKUS MATTERS
SEC. 6901. DEFINITIONS.

In this title:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’” means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations
and the Committee on Armed Services of the
Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Committee on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives.

(2) AUKUS PARTNERSHIP.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘AUKUS part-
nership’” means the enhanced trilateral secu-
rity partnership between Australia, the
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United Kingdom, and the United States an-
nounced in September 2021.

(B) PILLARS.—The AUKUS partnership in-
cludes the following two pillars:

(i) Pillar One is focused on developing a
pathway for Australia to acquire convention-
ally armed, nuclear-powered submarines.

(ii) Pillar Two is focused on enhancing tri-
lateral collaboration on advanced defense ca-
pabilities, including hypersonic and counter
hypersonic capabilities, quantum tech-
nologies, undersea technologies, and artifi-
cial intelligence.

(3) INTERNATIONAL TRAFFIC IN ARMS REGU-
LATIONS.—The term ‘‘International Traffic in
Arms Regulations” means subchapter M of
chapter I of title 22, Code of Federal Regula-
tions (or successor regulations).

Subtitle A—Outlining the AUKUS
Partnership

STATEMENT OF POLICY ON THE
AUKUS PARTNERSHIP.

(a) STATEMENT OF PoLIicY.—It is the policy
of the United States that—

(1) the AUKUS partnership is integral to
United States national security, increasing
United States and allied capability in the
undersea domain of the Indo-Pacific, and de-
veloping cutting edge military capabilities;

(2) the transfer of conventionally armed,
nuclear-powered submarines to Australia
will position the United States and its allies
to maintain peace and security in the Indo-
Pacific;

(3) the transfer of conventionally armed,
nuclear-powered submarines to Australia
will be safely implemented with the highest
nonproliferation standards in alignment
with—

(A) safeguards established by the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency; and

(B) the Additional Protocol to the Agree-
ment between Australia and the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency for the ap-
plication of safeguards in connection with
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nu-
clear Weapons, signed at Vienna September
23, 1997;

(4) the United States will enter into a mu-
tual defense agreement with Australia, mod-
eled on the 1958 bilateral mutual defense
agreement with the United Kingdom, for the
sole purpose of facilitating the transfer of
naval nuclear propulsion technology to Aus-
tralia;

(56) working with the United Kingdom and
Australia to develop and provide joint ad-
vanced military capabilities to promote se-
curity and stability in the Indo-Pacific will
have tangible impacts on United States mili-
tary effectiveness across the world;

(6) in order to better facilitate cooperation
under Pillar 2 of the AUKUS partnership, it
is imperative that every effort be made to
streamline United States export controls
consistent with necessary and reciprocal se-
curity safeguards on United States tech-
nology at least comparable to those of the
United States;

(7) the trade authorization mechanism for
the AUKUS partnership administered by the
Department is a critical first step in reimag-
ining the United States export control sys-
tem to carry out the AUKUS partnership and
expedite technology sharing and defense
trade among the United States, Australia,
and the United Kingdom; and

(8) the vast majority of United States de-
fense trade with Australia is conducted
through the Foreign Military Sales (FMS)
process, the preponderance of defense trade
with the United Kingdom is conducted
through Direct Commercial Sales (DCS), and
efforts to streamline United States export
controls should focus on both Foreign Mili-
tary Sales and Direct Commercial Sales.

SEC. 6911.
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SEC. 6912. SENIOR ADVISOR FOR THE AUKUS
PARTNERSHIP AT THE DEPARTMENT
OF STATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—There shall be a Senior
Advisor for the AUKUS partnership at the
Department, who—

(1) shall report directly to the Secretary;
and

(2) may not hold another position in the
Department concurrently while holding the
position of Senior Advisor for the AUKUS
partnership.

(b) DUTIES.—The Senior Advisor shall—

(1) be responsible for coordinating efforts
related to the AUKUS partnership across the
Department, including the bureaus engaged
in nonproliferation, defense trade, security
assistance, and diplomatic relations in the
Indo-Pacific;

(2) serve as the lead within the Department
for implementation of the AUKUS partner-
ship in interagency processes, consulting
with counterparts in the Department of De-
fense, the Department of Commerce, the De-
partment of Energy, the Office of Naval Re-
actors, and any other relevant agencies;

(3) lead diplomatic efforts related to the
AUKUS partnership with other governments
to explain how the partnership will enhance
security and stability in the Indo-Pacific;
and

(4) consult regularly with the appropriate
congressional committees, and keep such
committees fully and currently informed, on
issues related to the AUKUS partnership, in-
cluding in relation to the AUKUS Pillar 1 ob-
jective of supporting Australia’s acquisition
of conventionally armed, nuclear-powered
submarines and the Pillar 2 objective of
jointly developing advanced military capa-
bilities to support security and stability in
the Indo-Pacific, as affirmed by the Presi-
dent of the United States, the Prime Min-
ister of the United Kingdom, and the Prime
Minister of Australia on April 5, 2022.

(c) PERSONNEL TO SUPPORT THE SENIOR AD-
VISOR.—The Secretary shall ensure that the
Senior Advisor is adequately staffed, includ-
ing through encouraging details, or assign-
ment of employees of the Department, with
expertise related to the implementation of
the AUKUS partnership, including staff with
expertise in—

(1) nuclear policy, including nonprolifera-
tion;

(2) defense trade and security cooperation,
including security assistance; and

(3) relations with respect to political-mili-
tary issues in the Indo-Pacific and Europe.

(d) NOTIFICATION.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and not later than 90 days after a Senior Ad-
visor assumes such position, the Secretary
shall notify the appropriate congressional
committees of the number of full-time equiv-
alent positions, relevant expertise, and du-
ties of any employees of the Department or
detailees supporting the Senior Advisor.

(e) SUNSET.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The position of the Senior
Advisor for the AUKUS partnership shall
terminate on the date that is 8 years after
the date of the enactment of this Act.

(2) RENEWAL.—The Secretary may renew
the position of the Senior Advisor for the
AUKUS partnership for 1 additional period of
4 years, following notification to the appro-
priate congressional committees of the re-
newal.

Subtitle B—Authorization for Submarine
Transfers, Support, and Infrastructure Im-
provement Activities

SEC. 6921. AUSTRALIA, UNITED KINGDOM, AND

UNITED STATES SUBMARINE SECU-
RITY ACTIVITIES.

(a) AUTHORIZATION TO TRANSFER SUB-
MARINES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraphs (3),
(4), and (11), the President may, under sec-
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tion 21 of the Arms Export Control Act (22
U.S.C. 2761)—

(A) transfer not more than two Virginia
class submarines from the inventory of the
United States Navy to the Government of
Australia on a sale basis; and

(B) transfer not more than one additional
Virginia class submarine to the Government
of Australia on a sale basis.

(2) REQUIREMENTS NOT APPLICABLE.—A sale
carried out under paragraph (1)(B) shall not
be subject to the requirements of—

(A) section 36 of the Arms Export Control
Act (22 U.S.C. 2776); or

(B) section 8677 of title 10, United States
Code.

(3) CERTIFICATION; BRIEFING.—

(A) PRESIDENTIAL  CERTIFICATION.—The
President may exercise the authority pro-
vided by paragraph (1) not earlier than 60
days after the date on which the President
certifies to the appropriate congressional
committees that any submarine transferred
under such authority shall be used to sup-
port the joint security interests and military
operations of the United States and Aus-
tralia.

(B) WAIVER OF CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
CERTIFICATION.—The requirement for the
Chief of Naval Operations to make a certifi-
cation under section 8678 of title 10, United
States Code, shall not apply to a transfer
under paragraph (1).

(C) BRIEFING.—Not later than 90 days be-
fore the sale of any submarine under para-
graph (1), the Secretary of the Navy shall
provide to the appropriate congressional
committees a briefing on—

(i) the impacts of such sale to the readiness
of the submarine fleet of the United States,
including with respect to maintenance
timelines, deployment-to-dwell ratios, train-
ing, exercise participation, and the ability to
meet combatant commander requirements;

(ii) the impacts of such sale to the sub-
marine industrial base of the United States,
including with respect to projected mainte-
nance requirements, acquisition timelines
for spare and replacement parts, and future
procurement of Virginia class submarines for
the submarine fleet of the United States; and

(iii) other relevant topics as determined by
the Secretary of the Navy.

(4) REQUIRED MUTUAL DEFENSE AGREE-
MENT.—Before any transfer occurs under sub-
section (a), the United States and Australia
shall have a mutual defense agreement in
place, which shall—

(A) provide a clear legal framework for the
sole purpose of Australia’s acquisition of
conventionally armed, nuclear-powered sub-
marines; and

(B) meet the highest nonproliferation
standards for the exchange of nuclear mate-
rials, technology, equipment, and informa-
tion between the United States and Aus-
tralia.

() SUBSEQUENT SALES.—A sale of a Vir-
ginia class submarine that occurs after the
sales described in paragraph (1) may occur
only if such sale is explicitly authorized in
legislation enacted after the date of the en-
actment of this Act.

(6) COSTS OF TRANSFER.—Any expense in-
curred by the United States in connection
with a transfer under paragraph (1) shall be
charged to the Government of Australia.

(7) CREDITING OF RECEIPTS.—Notwith-
standing any provision of law pertaining to
the crediting of amounts received from a
sale under section 21 of the Arms Export
Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2761), any funds re-
ceived by the United States pursuant to a
transfer under paragraph (1) shall—

(A) be credited, at the discretion of the
President, to—
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(i) the fund or account used in incurring
the original obligation for the acquisition of
submarines transferred under paragraph (1);

(ii) an appropriate fund or account avail-
able for the purposes for which the expendi-
tures for the original acquisition of sub-
marines transferred under paragraph (1) were
made; or

(iii) any other fund or account available
for the purpose specified in paragraph (8)(B);
and

(B) remain available for obligation until
expended.

(8) USE OF FUNDS.—Subject to paragraphs
(9) and (10), the President may use funds re-
ceived pursuant to a transfer under para-
graph (1)—

(A) for the acquisition of submarines to re-
place the submarines transferred to the Gov-
ernment of Australia; or

(B) for improvements to the submarine in-
dustrial base of the United States.

(9) PLAN FOR USE OF FUNDS.—Before any use
of any funds received pursuant to a transfer
under paragraph (1), the President shall sub-
mit to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees, the Committee on Appropriations of
the Senate, and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives a
plan detailing how such funds will be used,
including specific amounts and purposes.

(10) NOTIFICATION AND REPORT.—

(A) NOTIFICATION.—Not later than 30 days
after the date of any transfer under para-
graph (1), and upon any transfer or depos-
iting of funds received pursuant to such a
transfer, the President shall notify the ap-
propriate congressional committees, the
Committee on Appropriations of the Senate,
and the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives of—

(i) the amount of funds received pursuant
to the transfer; and

(ii) the specific account or fund into which
the funds described in clause (i) are depos-
ited.

(B) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than No-
vember 30 of each year until 1 year after the
date on which all funds received pursuant to
transfers under paragraph (1) have been fully
expended, the President shall submit to the
committees described in subparagraph (A) a
report that includes an accounting of how
funds received pursuant to transfers under
paragraph (1) were used in the fiscal year
preceding the fiscal year in which the report
is submitted.

(11) APPLICABILITY OF EXISTING LAW TO
TRANSFER OF SPECIAL NUCLEAR MATERIAL AND
UTILIZATION FACILITIES FOR MILITARY APPLI-
CATIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—With respect to any spe-
cial nuclear material for use in utilization
facilities or any portion of a submarine
transferred under paragraph (1) constituting
utilization facilities for military applica-
tions under section 91 of the Atomic Energy
Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2121), transfer of such
material or such facilities shall occur only
in accordance with such section 91.

(B) USE OF FUNDS.—The President may use
proceeds from a transfer described in sub-
paragraph (A) for the acquisition of sub-
marine naval nuclear propulsion plants and
nuclear fuel to replace propulsion plants and
fuel transferred to the Government of Aus-
tralia.

(b) REPAIR AND REFURBISHMENT OF AUKUS
SUBMARINES.—Section 8680 of title 10, United
States Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (c) as sub-
section (d); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing new subsection (c):

“(c) REPAIR AND REFURBISHMENT OF CER-
TAIN SUBMARINES.—
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“ SHIPYARD.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of this section, the President
shall—

‘‘(A) determine the appropriate shipyard in
the United States, Australia, or the United
Kingdom to perform any repair or refurbish-
ment of a United States submarine involved
in submarine security activities between the
United States, Australia, and the United
Kingdom; and

‘(B) in making a determination under sub-
paragraph (A) with respect whether a ship-
yard is appropriate, consider the significance
of the shipyard to strategically important
areas of operations.

‘“(2) PERSONNEL.—Repair or refurbishment
described in paragraph (1)(A) may be carried
out by personnel of the United States, the
United Kingdom, or Australia in accordance
with the international arrangements gov-
erning the submarine security activities de-
scribed in such paragraph.’.

SEC. 6922. ACCEPTANCE OF CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
AUSTRALIA, UNITED KINGDOM, AND
UNITED STATES SUBMARINE SECU-

RITY ACTIVITIES; AUKUS SUB-
MARINE SECURITY ACTIVITIES AC-
COUNT.

(a) ACCEPTANCE AUTHORITY.—The President
may accept from the Government of Aus-
tralia contributions of money made by the
Government of Australia for use by the De-
partment of Defense in support of non-nu-
clear related aspects of submarine security
activities between Australia, the United
Kingdom, and the United States (AUKUS).

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF AUKUS SUBMARINE
SECURITY ACTIVITIES ACCOUNT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—There is established in the
Treasury of the United States a special ac-
count to be known as the ‘“AUKUS Sub-
marine Security Activities Account’.

(2) CREDITING OF CONTRIBUTIONS OF
MONEY.—Contributions of money accepted by
the President under subsection (a) shall be
credited to the AUKUS Submarine Security
Activities Account.

(3) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts credited to the
AUKUS Submarine Security Activities Ac-
count shall remain available until expended.

(¢c) USE OF AUKUS SUBMARINE SECURITY
ACTIVITIES ACCOUNT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
the President may use funds in the AUKUS
Submarine Security Activities Account—

(A) for any purpose authorized by law that
the President determines would support sub-
marine security activities between Aus-
tralia, the United Kingdom, and the United
States; or

(B) to carry out a military construction
project related to the AUKUS partnership
that is not otherwise authorized by law.

(2) PLAN FOR USE OF FUNDS.—Before any use
of any funds in the AUKUS Submarine Secu-
rity Activities Account, the President shall
submit to the appropriate congressional
committees, the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate, and the Committee on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives a plan detailing—

(A) the amount of funds in the AUKUS
Submarine Security Activities Account; and

(B) how such funds will be used, including
specific amounts and purposes.

(d) TRANSFERS OF FUNDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out subsection
(c) and subject to paragraphs (2) and (5), the
President may transfer funds available in
the AUKUS Submarine Security Activities
Account to an account or fund available to
the Department of Defense or any other ap-
propriate agency.

(2) DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY.—In carrying
out subsection (c), and in accordance with
the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2011
et seq.), the President may transfer funds
available in the AUKUS Submarine Security
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Activities Account to an account or fund
available to the Department of Energy to
carry out activities related to submarine se-
curity activities between Australia, the
United Kingdom, and the United States.

(3) AVAILABILITY FOR OBLIGATION.—Funds
transferred under this subsection shall be
available for obligation for the same time
period and for the same purpose as the ac-
count or fund to which transferred.

(4) TRANSFER BACK TO ACCOUNT.—Upon a de-
termination by the President that all or part
of the funds transferred from the AUKUS
Submarine Security Activities Account are
not necessary for the purposes for which
such funds were transferred, and subject to
paragraph (5), all or such part of such funds
shall be transferred back to the AUKUS Sub-
marine Security Activities Account.

(5) NOTIFICATION AND REPORT.—

(A) NOTIFICATION.—The President shall no-
tify the appropriate congressional commit-
tees, the Committee on Appropriations of
the Senate, and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives
of—

(i) before the transfer of any funds under
this subsection—

(I) the amount of funds to be transferred;
and

(IT) the planned or anticipated purpose of
such funds; and

(ii) before the obligation of any
transferred under this subsection—

(I) the amount of funds to be obligated; and

(IT) the purpose of the obligation.

(B) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than No-
vember 30 of each year until 1 year after the
date on which all funds transferred under
this subsection have been fully expended, the
President shall submit to the committees de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) a report that in-
cludes a detailed accounting of—

(i) the amount of funds transferred under
this subsection during the fiscal year pre-
ceding the fiscal year in which the report is
submitted; and

(ii) the purposes for which such funds were
used.

(e) INVESTMENT OF MONEY.—

(1) AUTHORIZED INVESTMENTS.—The Presi-
dent may invest money in the AUKUS Sub-
marine Security Activities Account in secu-
rities of the United States or in securities
guaranteed as to principal and interest by
the United States.

(2) INTEREST AND OTHER INCOME.—Any in-
terest or other income that accrues from in-
vestment in securities referred to in para-
graph (1) shall be deposited to the credit of
the AUKUS Submarine Security Activities
Account.

(f) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAWS.—The au-
thority to accept or transfer funds under this
section is in addition to any other authority
to accept or transfer funds.

SEC. 6923. AUSTRALIA, UNITED KINGDOM, AND
UNITED STATES SUBMARINE SECU-
RITY TRAINING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President may trans-
fer or export directly to private individuals
in Australia defense services that may be
transferred to the Government of Australia
under the Arms Export Control Act (22
U.S.C. 2751 et seq.) to support the develop-
ment of the submarine industrial base of
Australia necessary for submarine security
activities between Australia, the United
Kingdom, and the United States, including if
such individuals are not officers, employees,
or agents of the Government of Australia.

(b) SECURITY CONTROLS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Any defense service trans-
ferred or exported under subsection (a) shall
be subject to appropriate security controls
to ensure that any sensitive information

funds
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conveyed by such transfer or export is pro-

tected from disclosure to persons unauthor-

ized by the United States to receive such in-
formation.

(2) CERTIFICATION.—Not later than 30 days
before the first transfer or export of a de-
fense service under subsection (a), and annu-
ally thereafter, the President shall certify to
the Committee on Foreign Relations of the
Senate and the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives that
the controls described in paragraph (1) will
protect the information described in such
paragraph for the defense services so trans-
ferred or exported.

(c) APPLICATION OF REQUIREMENTS FOR RE-
TRANSFER AND REEXPORT.—AnNy person who
receives any defense service transferred or
exported under subsection (a) may retransfer
or reexport such service to other persons
only in accordance with the requirements of
the Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2751
et seq.).

Subtitle C—Streamlining and Protecting
Transfers of United States Military Tech-
nology From Compromise

SEC. 6931. PRIORITY FOR AUSTRALIA AND THE

UNITED KINGDOM IN FOREIGN MILI-
TARY SALES AND DIRECT COMMER-
CIAL SALES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President shall insti-
tute policies and procedures for letters of re-
quest from Australia and the United King-
dom to transfer defense articles and services
under section 21 of the Arms Export Control
Act (22 U.S.C. 2761) related to the AUKUS
partnership to receive expedited consider-
ation and processing relative to all other let-
ters of request other than from Taiwan and
Ukraine.

(b) TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER POLICY FOR AUS-
TRALIA, CANADA, AND THE UNITED KINGDOM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Defense,
shall create an anticipatory release policy
for the transfer of technologies described in
paragraph (2) to Australia, the United King-
dom, and Canada through Foreign Military
Sales and Direct Commercial Sales that are
not covered by an exemption under the
International Traffic in Arms Regulations.

(2) CAPABILITIES DESCRIBED.—The capabili-
ties described in this paragraph are—

(A) Pillar One-related technologies associ-
ated with submarine and associated combat
systems; and

(B) Pillar Two-related technologies, in-
cluding hypersonic missiles, cyber capabili-
ties, artificial intelligence, quantum tech-
nologies, undersea capabilities, and other ad-
vanced technologies.

(3) EXPEDITED DECISION-MAKING.—Review of
a transfer under the policy established under
paragraph (1) shall be subject to an expedited
decision-making process.

(¢) INTERAGENCY POLICY AND GUIDANCE.—
The Secretary and the Secretary of Defense
shall jointly review and update interagency
policies and implementation guidance re-
lated to requests for Foreign Military Sales
and Direct Commercial Sales, including by
incorporating the anticipatory release provi-
sions of this section.

SEC. 6932. IDENTIFICATION AND PRE-CLEARANCE

OF PLATFORMS, TECHNOLOGIES,
AND EQUIPMENT FOR SALE TO AUS-
TRALIA AND THE UNITED KINGDOM

THROUGH FOREIGN MILITARY
SALES AND DIRECT COMMERCIAL
SALES.

Not later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, and on a biennial
basis thereafter for 8 years, the President
shall submit to the Committee on Foreign
Relations of the Senate and the Committee
on Foreign Affairs of the House of Represent-
atives a report that includes a list of ad-
vanced military platforms, technologies, and
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equipment that are pre-cleared and
prioritized for sale and release to Australia,
the United Kingdom and Canada through the
Foreign Military Sales and Direct Commer-
cial Sales programs without regard to
whether a letter of request or license to pur-
chase such platforms, technologies, or equip-
ment has been received from any of such
country. Each list may include items that
are not related to the AUKUS partnership
but may not include items that are not cov-
ered by an exemption under the Inter-
national Traffic in Arms Regulations.

SEC. 6933. EXPORT CONTROL EXEMPTIONS AND

STANDARDS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 38 of the Arms
Export Control Act of 1976 (22 U.S.C. 2778) is
amended by adding at the end the following
new subsection:

“(1) AUKUS DEFENSE TRADE COOPERA-
TION.—

‘(1) EXEMPTION FROM LICENSING AND AP-
PROVAL REQUIREMENTS.—Subject to para-
graph (2) and notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of this section, the Secretary of State
may exempt from the licensing or other ap-
proval requirements of this section exports
and transfers (including reexports, retrans-
fers, temporary imports, and brokering ac-
tivities) of defense articles and defense serv-
ices between or among the United States,
the United Kingdom, and Australia that—

‘“(A) are not excluded by those countries;

‘“B) are not referred to in sub-
section(j)(1)(C)(ii); and

‘“(C) involve only persons or entities that
are approved by—

‘(1) the Secretary of State; and

‘“(ii) the Ministry of Defense, the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, or other similar authority
within those countries.

‘“(2) LIMITATION.—The authority provided
in subparagraph (1) shall not apply to any
activity, including exports, transfers, reex-
ports, retransfers, temporary imports, or
brokering, of United States defense articles
and defense services involving any country
or a person or entity of any country other
than the United States, the United Kingdom,
and Australia.”.

(b) REQUIRED STANDARDS OF EXPORT CON-
TROLS.—The Secretary may only exercise the
authority under subsection (1)(1) of section 38
of the Arms Export Control Act of 1976, as
added by subsection (a) of this section, with
respect to the United Kingdom or Australia
30 days after the Secretary submits to the
appropriate congressional committees an un-
classified certification and detailed unclassi-
fied assessment (which may include a classi-
fied annex) that the country concerned has
implemented standards for a system of ex-
port controls that satisfies the elements of
section 38(j)(2) of the Arms Export Control
Act (22 U.S.C. 2778(j)(2)) for United States-or-
igin defense articles and defense services,
and for controlling the provision of military
training, that are comparable to those stand-
ards administered by the United States in ef-
fect on the date of the enactment of this Act.

(c) CERTAIN REQUIREMENTS NOT APPLICA-
BLE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Paragraphs (1), (2), and (3)
of section 3(d) of the Arms Export Control
Act (22 U.S.C. 2753(d)) shall not apply to any
export or transfer that is the subject of an
exemption under subsection (1)(1) of section
38 of the Arms Export Control Act of 1976, as
added by subsection (a) of this section.

(2) QUARTERLY REPORTS.—The Secretary
shall—

(A) require all exports and transfers that
would be subject to the requirements of
paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) of section 3(d) of
the Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C.
2753(d)) but for the application of subsection
(1)(1) of section 38 of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act of 1976, as added by subsection (a) of
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this section, to be reported to the Secretary;
and

(B) submit such reports to the Committee
on Foreign Relations of the Senate and Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of
Representatives on a quarterly basis.

(d) SUNSET.—Any exemption under sub-
section (1)(1) of section 38 of the Arms Export
Control Act of 1976, as added by subsection
(a) of this section, shall terminate on the
date that is 15 years after the date of the en-
actment of this Act. The Secretary of State
may renew such exemption for 5 years upon
a certification to the Committee on Foreign
Relations of the Senate and the Committee
on Foreign Affairs of the House of Represent-
atives that such exemption is in the vital na-
tional interest of the United States with a
detailed justification for such certification.

(e) REPORTS.—

(1) ANNUAL REPORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter until no exemptions
under subsection (1)(1) of section 38 of the
Arms Export Control Act of 1976, as added by
subsection (a) of this section, remain in ef-
fect, the Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate
and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives a report on the op-
eration of exemptions issued under such sub-
section (1)(1), including whether any changes
to such exemptions are likely to be made in
the coming year.

(B) INITIAL REPORT.—The first report sub-
mitted under subparagraph (A) shall also in-
clude an assessment of key recommenda-
tions the United States Government has pro-
vided to the Governments of Australia and
the United Kingdom to revise laws, regula-
tions, and policies of such countries that are
required to implement the AUKUS partner-
ship.

(2) REPORT ON EXPEDITED REVIEW OF EXPORT
LICENSES FOR EXPORTS OF ADVANCED TECH-
NOLOGIES.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of State, in coordination with the
Secretary of Defense, shall report on the
practical application of a possible ‘‘fast
track’ decision-making process for applica-
tions, classified or unclassified, to export de-
fense articles and defense services to Aus-
tralia, the United Kingdom, and Canada.

SEC. 6934. EXPEDITED REVIEW OF EXPORT LI-
CENSES FOR EXPORTS OF AD-
VANCED TECHNOLOGIES TO AUS-
TRALIA, THE UNITED KINGDOM, AND
CANADA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary, in coordination with the Sec-
retary of Defense, shall initiate a rule-
making to establish an expedited decision-
making process, classified or unclassified,
for applications to export to Australia, the
United Kingdom, and Canada commercial,
advanced-technology defense articles and de-
fense services that are not covered by an ex-
emption under the International Traffic in
Arms Regulations.

(b) ELIGIBILITY.—To qualify for the expe-
dited decision-making process described in
subsection (a), an application shall be for an
export of defense articles or defense services
that will take place wholly within or be-
tween the physical territory of Australia,
Canada, or the United Kingdom and the
United States and with governments or cor-
porate entities from such countries.

(c) AVAILABILITY OF EXPEDITED PROCESS.—
The expedited decision-making process de-
scribed in subsection (a) shall be available
for both classified and unclassified items,
and the process must satisfy the following
criteria to the extent practicable:

(1) Any licensing application to export de-
fense articles and services that is related to



S2568

a government to government AUKUS agree-
ment must be approved, returned, or denied
withing 30 days of submission.

(2) For all other licensing requests, any re-
view shall be completed not later than 45 cal-
endar days after the date of application.

SEC. 6935. UNITED STATES MUNITIONS LIST.

(a) EXEMPTION FOR THE GOVERNMENTS OF
THE UNITED KINGDOM AND AUSTRALIA FROM
CERTIFICATION AND CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICA-
TION REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO CERTAIN
TRANSFERS.—Section 38(f)(3) of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2778(f)(3)) is
amended by inserting ‘‘, the United King-
dom, or Australia’ after ‘‘Canada’.

(b) UNITED STATES MUNITIONS LIST PERI-
ODIC REVIEWS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, acting
through authority delegated by the Presi-
dent to carry out periodic reviews of items
on the United States Munitions List under
section 38(f) of the Arms Export Control Act
(22 U.S.C. 2778(f)) and in coordination with
the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of
Energy, the Secretary of Commerce, and the
Director of the Office of Management and
Budget, shall carry out such reviews not less
frequently than every 3 years.

(2) SCOPE.—The periodic reviews described
in paragraph (1) shall focus on matters in-
cluding—

(A) interagency resources to address cur-
rent threats faced by the United States;

(B) the evolving technological and eco-
nomic landscape;

(C) the widespread availability of certain
technologies and items on the United States
Munitions List; and

(D) risks of misuse of United States-origin
defense articles.

(3) CONSULTATION.—The Department of
State may consult with the Defense Trade
Advisory Group (DTAG) and other interested
parties in conducting the periodic review de-
scribed in paragraph (1).

Subtitle D—Other AUKUS Matters
SEC. 6941. REPORTING RELATED TO THE AUKUS
PARTNERSHIP.

(a) REPORT ON INSTRUMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days
after the signature, conclusion, or other fi-
nalization of any non-binding instrument re-
lated to the AUKUS partnership, the Presi-
dent shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees the text of such instru-
ment.

(2) NON-DUPLICATION OF EFFORTS; RULE OF
CONSTRUCTION.—To the extent the text of a
non-binding instrument is submitted to the
appropriate congressional committees pursu-
ant to subsection (a), such text does not need
to be submitted to Congress pursuant to sec-
tion 112b(a)(1)(A)(ii) of title 1, United States
Code, as amended by section 5947 of the
James M. Inhofe National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law
117-263; 136 Stat. 3476). Paragraph (1) shall
not be construed to relieve the executive
branch of any other requirement of section
112b of title 1, United States Code, as amend-
ed so amended, or any other provision of law.

(3) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘text’’, with re-
spect to a non-binding instrument, in-
cludes—

(i) any annex, appendix, codicil, side agree-
ment, side letter, or any document of similar
purpose or function to the aforementioned,
regardless of the title of the document, that
is entered into contemporaneously and in
conjunction with the non-binding instru-
ment; and

(ii) any implementing agreement or ar-
rangement, or any document of similar pur-
pose or function to the aforementioned, re-
gardless of the title of the document, that is
entered into contemporaneously and in con-
junction with the non-binding instrument.
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(B) CONTEMPORANEOUSLY AND IN CONJUNC-
TION WITH.—As used in subparagraph (A), the
term ‘‘contemporaneously and in conjunc-
tion with”—

(i) shall be construed liberally; and

(ii) may not be interpreted to require any
action to have occurred simultaneously or
on the same day.

(b) REPORT ON AUKUS PARTNERSHIP.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and biennially thereafter, the Secretary, in
coordination with the Secretary of Defense
and other appropriate heads of agencies,
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report on the AUKUS
partnership.

(2) ELEMENTS.—Each report required under
paragraph (1) shall include the following ele-
ments:

(A) STRATEGY.—

(i) An identification of the defensive mili-
tary capability gaps and capacity shortfalls
that the AUKUS partnership seeks to offset.

(ii) An explanation of the total cost to the
United States associated with Pillar One of
the AUKUS partnership.

(iii) A detailed explanation of how en-
hanced access to the industrial base of Aus-
tralia is contributing to strengthening the
United States strategic position in Asia.

(iv) A detailed explanation of the military
and strategic benefit provided by the im-
proved access provided by naval bases of
Australia.

(v) A detailed assessment of how Aus-
tralia’s sovereign conventionally armed nu-
clear attack submarines contribute to
United States defense and deterrence objec-
tives in the Indo-Pacific region.

(B) IMPLEMENT THE AUKUS PARTNERSHIP.—

(i) Progress made on achieving the Optimal
Pathway established for Australia’s develop-
ment of conventionally armed, nuclear-pow-
ered submarines, including the following ele-
ments:

(I) A description of progress made by Aus-
tralia, the United Kingdom, and the United
States to conclude an Article 14 arrangement
with the International Atomic Energy Agen-
cy.

(IT) A description of the status of efforts of
Australia, the United Kingdom, and the
United States to build the supporting infra-
structure to base conventionally armed, nu-
clear-powered attack submarines.

(III) Updates on the efforts by Australia,
the United Kingdom, and the United States
to train a workforce that can build, sustain,
and operate conventionally armed, nuclear-
powered attack submarines.

(IV) A description of progress in estab-
lishing submarine support facilities capable
of hosting rotational forces in western Aus-
tralia by 2027.

(V) A description of progress made in im-
proving United States submarine production
capabilities that will enable the United
States to meet—

(aa) its objectives of providing up to five
Virginia Class submarines to Australia by
the early to mid-2030’s; and

(bb) United States submarine production
requirements.

(ii) Progress made on Pillar Two of the
AUKUS partnership, including the following
elements:

(I) An assessment of the efforts of Aus-
tralia, the United Kingdom, and the United
States to enhance collaboration across the
following eight trilateral lines of effort:

(aa) Underseas capabilities.

(bb) Quantum technologies.

(cc) Artificial intelligence and autonomy.

(dd) Advanced cyber capabilities.

(ee) Hypersonic and counter-hypersonic ca-
pabilities.

(ff) Electronic warfare.
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(gg) Innovation.

(hh) Information sharing.

(IT) An assessment of any new lines of ef-
fort established.

SA 375. Ms. HASSAN (for herself and
Mr. THUNE) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 2226, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2024 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title II, insert
the following:

SEC. 2 . APPLICATION OF PUBLIC-PRIVATE

~ TALENT EXCHANGE PROGRAMS IN
THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE TO
QUANTUM INFORMATION SCIENCES
AND TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH.

In carrying out section 1599g of title 10,
United States Code, the Secretary of Defense
may establish public-private exchange pro-
grams, each with up to 10 program partici-
pants, focused on private sector entities
working on quantum information sciences
and technology research applications.

SEC. 2 . BRIEFING ON SCIENCE, MATHE-

~ MATICS, AND RESEARCH FOR
TRANSFORMATION  (SMART) DE-
FENSE EDUCATION PROGRAM.

Not later than three years after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Defense shall provide Congress with a brief-
ing on participation and use of the program
under section 4093 of title 10, United States
Code, with a particular focus on levels of in-
terest from students engaged in studying
quantum fields.

SEC. 2 . IMPROVEMENTS TO DEFENSE QUAN-
TUM INFORMATION SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH AND DE-
VELOPMENT PROGRAM.

(a) FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.—
Section 234 of the John S. McCain National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2019 (Public Law 115-232; 10 U.S.C. 4001 note)
is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (f) as sub-
section (g); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (e) the fol-
lowing new subsection (f):

“(f) FELLOWSHIPS.—

‘(1) PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.—In carrying
out the program required by subsection (a)
and subject to the availability of appropria-
tions to carry out this subsection, the Sec-
retary may carry out a program of fellow-
ships in quantum information science and
technology research and development for in-
dividuals who have a graduate or post-grad-
uate degree.

‘“(2) EQUAL ACCESS.—In carrying out the
program under paragraph (1), the Secretary
may establish procedures to ensure that mi-
nority, geographically diverse, and economi-
cally disadvantaged students have equal ac-
cess to fellowship opportunities under such
program.’’.

(b) MULTIDISCIPLINARY PARTNERSHIPS WITH
UNIVERSITIES.—Such  section is further
amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (g), as re-
designated by subsection (a)(1), as subsection
(h); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (f), as
added by subsection (a)(2), the following new
subsection (g):

‘(g)  MULTIDISCIPLINARY  PARTNERSHIPS
WITH UNIVERSITIES.—In carrying out the pro-
gram under subsection (a), the Secretary of
Defense may develop partnerships with uni-
versities to enable students to engage in
multidisciplinary courses of study.”.
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SEC. 2 . IMPROVEMENTS TO NATIONAL QUAN-

TUM INITIATIVE PROGRAM.

(a) INVOLVEMENT OF DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE AND INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY IN NA-
TIONAL QUANTUM INITIATIVE ADVISORY COM-
MITTEE.—

(1) QUALIFICATIONS.—Subsection (b) of sec-
tion 104 of the National Quantum Initiative
Act (156 U.S.C. 8814) is amended by striking
‘““and Federal laboratories” and inserting
“Federal laboratories, and intelligence re-
searchers”.

(2) INTEGRATION.—Such section is amend-
ed—

(A) by redesignating subsections (e)
through (g) as subsection (f) through (h), re-
spectively; and

(B) by inserting after subsection (d) the
following new subsection (e):

‘“(e) INTEGRATION OF DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE AND INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY.—The
Advisory Committee shall take such actions
as may be necessary, including by modifying
policies and procedures of the Advisory Com-
mittee, to ensure the full integration of the
Department of Defense and the intelligence
community (as defined in section 3 of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003)) in
activities of the Advisory Committee.”.

(b) CLARIFICATION OF PURPOSE OF MULTI-
DISCIPLINARY CENTERS FOR QUANTUM RE-
SEARCH AND EDUCATION.—Section 302(c) of
the National Quantum Initiative Act (15
U.S.C. 8842(c)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (2), by striking *‘; and”’ and
inserting a semicolon;

(2) in paragraph (3), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(4) encouraging workforce collaboration,
both with private industry and among Fed-
eral entities, including Department of De-
fense components and the intelligence com-
munity (as defined in section 3 of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003)).”.

(¢) COORDINATION OF NATIONAL QUANTUM IN-
FORMATION SCIENCE RESEARCH CENTERS.—
Section 402(d) of the National Quantum Ini-
tiative Act (156 U.S.C. 8852(d)) is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (2) and (3)
as paragraphs (3) and (4), respectively; and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph (2):

‘(2) other research entities of the Federal
government, including research entities in
the intelligence community (as defined in
section 3 of the National Security Act of 1947
(50 U.S.C. 3003));".

(d) NATIONAL QUANTUM COORDINATION OF-
FICE, COLLABORATION WHEN REPORTING TO
CONGRESS.—Section 102 of the National
Quantum Initiative Act (156 U.S.C. 8812) is
amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (c) as sub-
section (d); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing new subsection (c):

‘(c) COLLABORATION WHEN REPORTING TO
CONGRESS.—The Coordination Office shall
ensure that when participants in the Na-
tional Quantum Initiative Program prepare
and submit reports to Congress that they do
so in collaboration with each other and as
appropriate Federal civilian, defense, and in-
telligence research entities.”’.

(e) REPORTING TO ADDITIONAL COMMITTEES
OF CONGRESS.—Paragraph (2) of section 2 of
such Act (15 U.S.C. 8801) is amended to read
as follows:

‘(2) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘appropriate committees
of Congress’ means—

‘““(A) the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation, the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, the Com-
mittee on Armed Services, and the Select
Committee on Intelligence of the Senate;
and
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‘(B) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, the Committee on Science, Space,
and Technology, the Committee on Armed
Services, and the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence of the House of Rep-
resentatives.”.

SA 376. Mr. LEE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle C of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1240A. LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS FOR SUPPORT TO UKRAINE.

Of the funds authorized to be appropriated
by this Act or otherwise made available for
fiscal year 2024 for the Department of De-
fense for the support of Ukraine, not more
than two percent may be obligated or ex-
pended until the date on which all member
countries of North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion that do not spend two percent or more
of their gross domestic product on defense
meet or exceed such threshold.

SA 377. Mr. LEE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle G of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1299L. PROHIBITION ON EXPEDITED PROCE-
DURES OR SPECIAL TREATMENT
UNDER THE FOREIGN ASSISTANCE
ACT OF 1961 OR THE ARMS EXPORT
CONTROL ACT FOR CERTAIN COUN-
TRIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—A country described in
subsection (b) may not receive expedited pro-
cedures or other special treatment under the
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151
et seq.) or the Arms Export Control Act (22
U.S.C. 2751).

(b) COUNTRY DESCRIBED.—A country de-
scribed in this subsection is any country
that—

(1) has a Status of Forces Agreement with
the United States; and

(2)(A) fails to extend to a member of the
United States Armed Forces—

(i) the right to legal counsel for his or her
defense, in accordance with such Status of
Forces Agreement or other binding law or
agreement with any other country;

(ii) access to competent language trans-
lation services;

(iii) a prompt and speedy trial;

(iv) the right to be confronted with the
witnesses against him or her; or

(v) a compulsory process for obtaining wit-
nesses in his or her favor if such witnesses
are within the foreign country’s jurisdiction;
or

(B) is otherwise in violation of a provision
within such active Status Forces Agreement.

SA 378. Mr. LEE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
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military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle G of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1299L. CLARIFICATION OF THE TERM “UN-
FORESEEN EMERGENCY” FOR PUR-
POSES OF PRESIDENTIAL DRAW-
DOWN AUTHORITY.

Section 506(a) of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2318(a)) is amended by
adding at the end the following new para-
graphs:

‘““(4)(A) The President may only exercise
the authority provided by this subsection
during the 20-day period beginning on the
date of an unforeseen emergency.

‘(B) After the end of such 20-day period,
the President may not further exercise the
authority provided by this section, except as
explicitly authorized by an Act of Congress.

‘“(5) In this subsection, the term ‘unfore-
seen emergency’ means a direct kinetic at-
tack—

““(A) on a bilateral or multilateral treaty
ally of the United States, undetected or rea-
sonably unforeseen by United States intel-
ligence assessments, by an adversary of the
United States; and

‘“(B) that poses a direct or imminent
threat to United States security interests, as
outlined in the most recent national defense
strategy of the United States.”’.

SA 379. Mr. WICKER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC.

. REPORT ON DUAL-MODALITY AUTONO-
MOUS VEHICLES.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 120
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Navy, in coordination
with the Commander of United States Cen-
tral Command, shall submit to the congres-
sional defense committees a report on the
performance of dual-modality autonomous
vehicles being integrated, tested, and oper-
ated under the direction of Task Force 59
and Task Force 52 of the United States Naval
Forces, Central Command.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following ele-
ments:

(1) An assessment of the military utility of
dual-modality autonomous vehicles in pro-
viding new and additional military capabili-
ties.

(2) A summary of testing conducted with
respect to such vehicles as of the date on
which the report is submitted.

(3) An outline of remaining development
activities required to mature the desired
military capabilities provided by such vehi-
cles.

(4) A proposed profile of funding required
to complete development of, acquire, field,
and sustain such vehicles.

(6) An outline of the likely acquisition
strategy for such vehicles.

SA 380. Mr. WICKER (for himself and
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
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to the bill S. 2226, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2024 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle A of title XV, add
the following
SEC. 1510. APPLICATION OF TNT EQUIVALENCY

TO LAUNCH VEHICLES AND COMPO-
NENTS USING METHANE PROPEL-
LANT.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress
lowing:

(1) The United States Government supports
having a robust space launch services mar-
ket to support national security, civil, and
commercial space activities.

(2) A majority of the new launch vehicles
in development, testing, and operation in the
United States utilize methane and liquid ox-
ygen as their propellants (LOX/LNG or
methalox).

(3) The United States Government has ac-
cess to data and scientific modeling methods
that support a TNT equivalency for
methalox that is less than the default 100
percent TNT equivalency that is applied
when no scientific data exists to characterize
the explosive yield.

(4) The United States Government is not
consistently applying data that supports a
TNT equivalency of 25 percent at United
States Government owned or licensed facili-
ties.

(5) The United States Government has ini-
tiated a LOX-Methane Assessment (LMA)
working group, however, the working group’s
methodology is not grounded in launch vehi-
cle designs or test and launch operations.
Further, the working group’s efforts are ex-
pected to take no less than 3 years to com-
plete and cost the United States taxpayer no
less than $80,000,000. United States launch
operators are incurring significant cost and
diminished opportunities to operate as a re-
sult of the United States Government’s in-
consistent policy on methalox.

(6) The People’s Republic of China is al-
ready launching orbital launch vehicles that
utilize liquid oxygen and methane.

(b) INTERIM EQUIVALENCY DETERMINATION.—
Effective on the date of the enactment of
this Act, the interim determination of TNT
equivalency applied to launch vehicles and
components of such vehicles using methane
as propellant shall not exceed 25 percent for
purposes of the explosive siting and haz-
ardous operations for test and operations of
such launch vehicles and their components
on or from any facility owned or licensed by
the Federal Government.

(c) IMPROVED PROCESS FOR YIELD DETER-
MINATIONS.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of Trans-
portation, and the Administrator of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion shall establish a process through which
scientifically valid TNT equivalency deter-
minations can be assessed for launch vehi-
cles while in flight.

(d) CERTIFICATION AND REPORT.—Not later
than 90 days after the completion of the
joint assessment process conducted by the
LOX-Methane Assessment working group,
the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of
Transportation, and the Administrator of
the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration shall submit to the appropriate
congressional committees—

(1) a certification verifying that the Secre-
taries and the Administrator reviewed the

finds the fol-
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results of such joint assessment process and
have agreed upon a new TNT equivalency de-
termination that will be applied by the Fed-
eral Government to launch vehicles and
components of such vehicles using methane
as propellant; and

(2) a report describing how the implemen-
tation of that new TNT equivalency deter-
mination is expected to affect commercial
space launch activities and national secu-
rity.

(e) SUNSET.—Subsection (b) shall have no
force or effect after the expiration of the pe-
riod of 180 days following the submittal of
the certification and report required under
subsection (d).

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’” means the following:

(A) The congressional defense committees.

(B) The Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate.

(C) The Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology of the House of Representatives.

(D) The Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives.

(2) LAUNCH VEHICLE.—The term ‘‘launch ve-
hicle”” has the meaning given that term in
section 50902 of title 51, United States Code.

(3) LOX-METHANE ASSESSMENT WORKING
GROUP.—The term ‘“LOX-Methane Assess-
ment working group’ means the interagency
working group that—

(A) is comprised of representatives from
the Department of Defense, the Department
of Transportation, and the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration; and

(B) as of the date of the enactment of this
Act, is studying the explosive characteristics
of liquid oxygen and methane.

(4) TNT EQUIVALENCY.—The term ‘‘TNT
equivalency’ means a unit of energy equiva-
lent to the energy released during detona-
tion of trinitrotoluene (TNT).

SA 381. Mr. WICKER (for himself and
Mr. REED) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2024 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title X, insert
the following:

SEC. . MODIFICATION OF COMPENSATION
FOR MEMBERS OF THE AFGHANI-
STAN WAR COMMISSION.

Section 1094(g)(1) of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (Pub-
lic Law 117-81; 135 Stat. 1942) is amended to
read as follows:

‘(1) COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS.—

“(A) NON-FEDERAL EMPLOYEES.—A member
of the Commission who is not an officer or
employee of the Federal Government shall
be compensated at a rate equal to the daily
equivalent of the annual rate of basic pay
prescribed for level IV of the Executive
Schedule under section 5315 of title 5, United
States Code, for each day (including travel
time) during which the member is engaged in
the performance of the duties of the Com-
mission.

‘“(B) FEDERAL EMPLOYEES.—

‘“(i) IN GENERAL.—A member of the Com-
mission who is an employee of the Federal
Government may be compensated as pro-
vided for under subparagraph (a) for periods
of time during which the member is engaged
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in the performance of the duties of the Com-
mission that fall outside of ordinary agency
working hours, as determined by the employ-
ing agency of such member.

‘(i) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this paragraph shall be construed to author-
ize dual pay for work performed on behalf of
the Commission and for a Federal agency
during the same hours of the same day.”.

SA 382. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle D of title VIII, add
the following:

SEC. 849. COMPETITION OF SMALL BUSINESS
CONCERNS FOR DEPARTMENT OF
DEFENSE CONTRACTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense shall issue guidance
ensuring that covered small businesses are
better able to compete for Department of De-
fense contracts.

(b) EXEMPTIONS FROM CAPABILITY REQUIRE-
MENTS.—

(1) WAIVER AUTHORITY.—The guidance
issued under subsection (a) shall provide that
the Department of Defense may waive capa-
bility requirements, including those de-
scribed in paragraph (2), to allow a covered
small business that does not otherwise meet
such requirements to bid on a contract, pro-
vided that it makes the certification de-
scribed under paragraph (3).

(2) TYPES OF WAIVERS.—The waivers re-
ferred to in paragraph (1) are as follows:

(A) EVALUATION OF PAST PERFORMANCE.—A
waiver to ensure that the lack of prior per-
formance history of a covered small business
does not adversely affect its opportunity to
receive a contract award.

(B) AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE TEMPORARY AC-
CESS TO CLASSIFIED INFORMATION FOR DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE CONTRACTORS WITHOUT SE-
CURITY CLEARANCES.—Notwithstanding sec-
tion 801 of the National Security Act of 1947
(60 U.S.C. 3161) and the procedures estab-
lished pursuant to such section, a waiver
providing a covered small business that has
not been determined eligible to access classi-
fied information pursuant to such procedures
temporary access to classified information
under such terms and conditions as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate.

(C) TRAINING REQUIREMENTS.—A waiver al-
lowing a covered small business to meet em-
ployee training requirements after the award
of a Department of Defense contract.

(D) FACILITY SECURITY ASSESSMENTS.—A
waiver allowing a covered small business to
meet facility security requirements after the
award of a Department of Defense contract.

(E) OTHER.—Any other waiver determined
appropriate by the Secretary of Defense and
provided for in the guidance issued under
subsection (a).

(3) CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENT.— In order
to qualify for a waiver under paragraph (1), a
covered small business shall certify that it
will be able to meet the exempted capability
requirements within 180 days after the con-
tract award date. The certification shall in-
clude a detailed project and financial plan
outlining the tasks to be completed, mile-
stones to be achieved, and resources re-
quired.

(4) MONITORING AND COMPLIANCE.—
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(A) IN GENERAL.—The contracting officer
for a contract awarded pursuant to a waiver
under paragraph (1) shall closely monitor the
contract performance of the covered small
business to ensure that sufficient progress is
being made and that any issues that arise
are promptly addressed.

(B) FAILURE TO MEET CAPABILITY REQUIRE-
MENTS.—If a covered small business awarded
a contract pursuant to a waiver under para-
graph (1) fails to meet the requirements
promised in the certification required under
paragraph (3) within 180 days, the covered
small business shall be subject to disquali-
fication from consideration for future con-
tracts of similar scope pursuant to ‘‘Termi-
nation for Default’ provisions under subpart
49.4 of the Federal Acquisition Regulation.

(c) COVERED SMALL BUSINESS DEFINED.—In
this section, the term ‘‘covered small busi-
ness’”’ means—

(1) a nontraditional defense contractor, as
that term is defined in section 3014 of title
10, United States Code;

(2) a small business concern, as that term
is defined in section 3(a) of the Small Busi-
ness Act (15 U.S.C. 632(a)); and

(3) any other contractor that has not been
awarded a Department of Defense contract in
the five-year period preceding the solicita-
tion of sources by the Department of De-
fense.

SA 383. Mr. LANKFORD (for himself
and Mr. MULLIN) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2226, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2024 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title I, insert
the following:

SEC. . PROHIBITION ON CERTAIN REDUC-
TIONS TO INVENTORY OF E-3 AIR-
BORNE WARNING AND CONTROL
SYSTEM AIRCRAFT.

(a) PROHIBITION.—None of the funds author-
ized to be appropriated by this Act or other-
wise made available for fiscal year 2024 for
the Air Force may be obligated or expended
to retire, prepare to retire, or place in stor-
age or in backup aircraft inventory any E-3
aircraft if such actions would reduce the
total aircraft inventory for such aircraft
below 16.

(b) EXCEPTION FOR PLAN.—If the Secretary
of the Air Force submits to the congres-
sional defense committees a plan for main-
taining readiness and ensuring there is no
lapse in mission capabilities, the prohibition
under subsection (a) shall not apply to ac-
tions taken to reduce the total aircraft in-
ventory for E-3 aircraft to below 16, begin-
ning 30 days after the date on which the plan
is so submitted.

(c) EXCEPTION FOR E-7 PROCUREMENT.—If
the Secretary of the Air Force procures
enough E-7 Wedgetail aircraft to accomplish
the required mission load, the prohibition
under subsection (a) shall not apply to ac-
tions taken to reduce the total aircraft in-
ventory for E-3 aircraft to below 16 after the
date on which such E-7 Wedgetail aircraft
are delivered.

SA 384. Mr. LANKFORD (for himself,
Ms. SINEMA, Mr. OSSOFF, Mr. LEE, Mr.
ROMNEY, Mr. WARNOCK, and Mr. BRAUN)
submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by him to the bill S. 2226,
to authorize appropriations for fiscal
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yvear 2024 for military activities of the
Department of Defense, for military
construction, and for defense activities
of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for
such fiscal year, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the
table; as follows:
At the end of subtitle E of title X, add the
following:
SEC. 1049. LIMITATION ON APPOINTMENT OF RE-
TIRED MEMBERS OF THE ARMED

FORCES TO CERTAIN POSITIONS IN
THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3326 of title 5,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in the section heading, by inserting
‘‘CERTAIN’’ before ‘‘POSITIONS’’; and

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) by striking ‘‘appointed” and all that
follows through ‘‘Defense’” and inserting
‘“‘appointed to a position in the excepted or
competitive service classified at or above
GS-14 of the General Schedule (or equiva-
lent) in or under the Department of De-
fense’’; and

(B) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘for the
purpose’ and all that follows through ‘‘Man-
agement’’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of subchapter I of
chapter 33 of such title is amended in the
item relating to section 3326 by inserting
‘“‘certain’ before ‘‘positions”.

SA 385. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle G of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1083. REQUIREMENT TO POST A 100 WORD
SUMMARY TO REGULATIONS.GOV.

Section 553(b) of title 5, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘“‘and” at
the end;

(2) in paragraph (3), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(4) the internet address of a summary of
not more than 100 words in length of the pro-
posed rule, in plain language, that shall be
posted on the internet website under section
206(d) of the E-Government Act of 2002 (44
U.S.C. 3501 note) (commonly known as regu-
lations.gov).”.

SA 386. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XII, insert
the following:

Subtitle —Belt and Road Initiative
Oversight
SEC. 12 1. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘“‘Belt and

Road Oversight Act”.
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SEC. 12 2. COUNTRY CHINA OFFICER.

(a) DESIGNATION.—Not later than 60 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of State shall direct all Chiefs
of Mission to designate not fewer than 1 For-
eign Service Officer in a United States em-
bassy or other diplomatic post in each coun-
try with whom the United States has diplo-
matic relations as Country China Officer.

(b) DUTIES.—Each Country China Officer
shall monitor and report on the activity of
the People’s Republic of China in his or her
country of responsibility, including capital
investment in critical infrastructure and
other projects associated with the People’s
Republic of China, including the Belt and
Road Initiative.

(c) SUNSET PROVISION.—The requirement to
designate Country China Officers under sub-
section (a) shall expire on the date that is 10
years after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

SEC. 12 3. COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW OF BELT
AND ROAD INITIATIVE PROJECTS.

(a) REPORT.—Not later than 60 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of State shall direct all United
States embassies to prepare a report that de-
tails assets within their country of operation
that are controlled or financed by the Gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of China or
a state-owned enterprise in the People’s Re-
public of China. Each such report shall be
prepared by a Country China Officer des-
ignated pursuant to section 12 2(a) and shall
include the information described in sub-
section (b).

(b) CONTENTS.—Each report required under
subsection (a) shall include—

(1) an assessment of the respective coun-
try’s debt obligations to the People’s Repub-
lic of China;

(2) a list of known infrastructure projects
in the respective country that are financed
from capital provided by—

(A) the banking system of the People’s Re-
public of China, including—

(i) policy banks, including—

(I) the China Development Bank;

(IT) the Export-Import Bank of China; and

(IITI) the Agricultural Development Bank of
China;

(ii) state-owned commercial banks, includ-
ing—

(I) the Industrial and Commercial Bank of
China;

(IT) the Agricultural Bank of China;

(IIT) the China Construction Bank;

(IV) the Bank of Communications Limited;
and

(V) the Bank of China;

(iii) sovereign wealth funds, including—

(I) the China Investment Corporation;

(IT) China Life Insurance Company;

(IIT) the China National Social Security
Fund; and

(IV) the Silk Road Fund; and

(iv) urban commercial banks; and

(v) rural financial institutions; and

(B) international financing institutions,
including—

(i) the Asian Infrastructure Investment
Bank; and

(ii) the New Development Bank; and

(C) any other financial institution or enti-
ty otherwise controlled, overseen, or man-
aged by the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China;

(3) the identification of the infrastructure
projects referred to in paragraph (2) that are
projects under the Belt and Road Initiative;

(4) an assessment of projects that have
caused the country to incur significant debt
that has the potential to harm its economic
prosperity and national sovereignty;

(5) a list of the known or speculated collat-
eral listed by the respective country for the
debts incurred by Belt and Road Initiative
projects referred to in paragraph (1);
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(6) a list of the known assets owned by the
Government of the People’s Republic of
China or state-owned enterprises in the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, including tele-
communications and critical infrastructure;
and

(7) a list of known activities at research in-
stitutions or institutions of higher education
controlled or financed by the Government of
the People’s Republic of China or state-
owned enterprises in the People’s Republic of
China.

(c) SUBMISSION AND DISTRIBUTION OF RE-
PORT.—

(1) INITIAL SUBMISSION.—Not later than 1
year after the date on which the Secretary of
State issues the directive described in sub-
section (a), the Chief of Mission in each
country shall submit the report required
under subsection (a) to the Under Secretary
of State for Political Affairs.

(2) DISTRIBUTION.—The Under Secretary
shall prepare and distribute a report that in-
cludes all of the information from the indi-
vidual country reports received pursuant to
paragraph (1) to—

(A) the heads of other Bureaus and agen-
cies of the Department of State, as appro-
priate;

(B) the United States International Devel-
opment Finance Corporation;

(C) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate;

(D) the Committee on Armed Services of
the Senate;

(E) the Select Committee on Intelligence
of the Senate;

(F) the Committee on Finance of the Sen-
ate;

(G) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives;

(H) the Committee on Armed Services of
the House of Representatives;

(I) the Permanent Select Committee on In-
telligence of the House of Representatives;
and

(J) the Committee on Ways and Means of
the House of Representatives.

SEC. 12 4. NOTIFICATION OF FUTURE BELT AND
ROAD INITIATIVE PROJECTS.

After the reports required under section
12 3 have been prepared and submitted, the
Secretary of State shall require the respec-
tive Embassy and the China Desk at the De-
partment of State of any project described in
section 12 3(b)(2) not later than 30 days
after the date on which the Country China
Officer is informed of such project.

SEC. 12 5. ANNUAL COMPREHENSIVE REPORT
OF BELT AND ROAD INITIATIVE
PROJECTS.

During the 10-year period beginning on the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Under
Secretary of State for Political Affairs shall
submit an annual report to Congress that—

(1) contains all findings related to projects
controlled or financed by the Government of
the People’s Republic of China or state-
owned enterprises in the People’s Republic of
China submitted by Country China Officers
through the process described in section
12 3(b)(2) during the 12-month reporting pe-
riod; and

(2) includes updated findings and analyses
related to paragraphs (3), (4), and (5) of sec-
tion 12 3(b).

SEC. 12 6. ANNUAL STRATEGY TO COUNTER PRC
INFLUENCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Country China Offi-
cer at each respective embassy, in consulta-
tion with the Chief of Mission for the respec-
tive country, shall develop a comprehensive,
country-specific strategy to counter the in-
fluence of the People’s Republic of China, in-
cluding a plan to counter anti-American
messaging by the People’s Republic of China,
within their country of responsibility.
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(b) USE OF STRATEGY.—The strategy devel-
oped pursuant to subsection (a) shall be used
to equip all personnel across all embassies,
consulates, and other diplomatic posts in the
respective country of responsibility with the
tools needed to effectively counter the influ-
ence of the People’s Republic of China in
their respective context and country of re-
sponsibility.

(c) SUBMISSION.—The Chief of Mission, dur-
ing the 10-year period beginning on the date
of the enactment of this Act, shall submit an
annual report to the Under Secretary of
State for Political Affairs that—

(1) describes the implementation of the
strategy developed pursuant to subsection
(a) during the reporting period; and

(2) assesses specific challenges and oppor-
tunities relating to the People’s Republic of
China in the respective country of responsi-
bility.

(d) DISTRIBUTION.—The Under Secretary
shall submit an annual report that summa-
rizes the information contained in the re-
ports received pursuant to subsection (c) to
the heads of the Bureaus of the Department
of State, as appropriate.

(e) EXCLUSIONS.—Countries with limited or
no investments by the Government of the
People’s Republic of China shall be excluded
from the strategy developed pursuant to sub-
section (a)

SEC. 12 7. PROCUREMENT PROJECTIONS.

(a) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Country China
Officer at each respective embassy, in con-
sultation with other embassy personnel,
shall submit, during the 10-year period be-
ginning on the date of the enactment of this
Act, an annual report to the Under Secretary
of State for Political Affairs that—

(1) describes the procurement and infra-
structure needs of their respective country
of responsibility; and

(2) assesses specific challenges and oppor-
tunities relating to potential financing by
the People’s Republic of China for procure-
ment and infrastructure projects to meet
such needs.

(b) DISTRIBUTION.—The Under Secretary
shall submit an annual report that summa-
rizes the information contained in the re-
ports received pursuant to subsection (a)
to—

(1) the heads of the Bureaus of the Depart-
ment of State, as appropriate; and

(2) other instrumentalities of the Federal
Government, including the United States
International Development Finance Corpora-
tion.

SEC. 12 8. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING DE-
VELOPMENT FINANCE.

It is the sense of Congress that, as the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China’s influence grows
through infrastructure (particularly infra-
structure that can easily be shifted from eco-
nomic to military uses), the United States
International Development Finance Corpora-
tion should prioritize providing alternative
financing opportunities that increase port
and air field capacity of countries that—

(1) meet the investment criteria set forth
in the BUILD Act of 2018 (division F of Pub-
lic Law 115-254); and

(2) are targets of the predatory infrastruc-
ture development scheme of the People’s Re-
public of China commonly known as the Belt
and Road Initiative.

SA 387. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
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tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title VII, insert
the following:

SEC. 7 . CONSCIENCE PROTECTIONS FOR
MEMBERS OF ARMED FORCES WHO
PROVIDE OR ASSIST WITH PROVI-
SION OF HEALTH CARE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall not take any adverse action against a
member of the Armed Forces who provides or
assists in the provision of health care for the
Department of Defense (including as a be-
havioral, mental, or physical health profes-
sional) on the basis that such member de-
clines to perform, assist, refer for, or other-
wise participate in a particular medical pro-
cedure, counseling activity, or course of
treatment because of a sincere religious be-
lief or moral conviction of such member or
because the particular medical procedure,
counseling activity, or course of treatment
would, in the professional medical judgment
of such member, be harmful to the patient.

(b) NoO IMPACT ON CARE.—The Secretary
shall ensure that no patient is unduly de-
layed in receiving any medically indicated
care they are otherwise eligible to receive,
including preventative, emergency, and rou-
tine care, because of compliance by the Sec-
retary with subsection (a).

(c) ADVERSE ACTION DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘adverse action’ includes any
adverse personnel action, discrimination, or
denial of promotion, schooling, training, or
assignment.

SA 388. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . GUIDANCE CLARITY.

(a) REQUIREMENT.—Each agency, as defined
in section 5561 of title 5, United States Code,
shall include a guidance clarity statement as
described in subsection (b) on any guidance
issued by that agency under section
553(b)(3)(A) of title 5, United States Code, on
and after the date that is 30 days after the
date on which the Director of the Office of
Management and Budget issues the guidance
required under subsection (c).

(b) GUIDANCE CLARITY STATEMENT.—A guid-
ance clarity statement required under sub-
section (a) shall—

(1) be displayed prominently on the first
page of the document; and

(2) include the following: ‘‘“The contents of
this document do not have the force and ef-
fect of law and do not, of themselves, bind
the public or the agency. This document is
intended only to provide clarity to the public
regarding existing requirements under the
law or agency policies.”.

(c) OMB GUIDANCE.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Director of the Office of Management and
Budget shall issue guidance to implement
this section.

SA 389. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
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of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . USE OF OFFICIAL TIME.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) AGENCY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subparagraph (B), the term ‘‘agency’ means
an agency, as that term is defined in section
7103(a) of title 5, United States Code, that is
in the executive branch of the Federal Gov-
ernment.

(B) EXCEPTION.—For the purposes of sub-
section (¢), the term ‘‘agency’”—

(i) has the meaning given the term ‘‘Execu-
tive agency’’ in section 105 of title 5, United
States Code; and

(ii) does not include the Government Ac-
countability Office.

(2) AGENCY BUSINESS.—The term ‘‘agency
business’—

(A) means work performed by an employee
on behalf of an agency; and

(B) does not include work performed during
official time.

(3) BARGAINING UNIT.—The term ‘‘bar-
gaining unit’” means a group of employees
represented by an exclusive representative in
an appropriate unit for collective bargaining
under subchapter II of chapter 71 of title 5,
United States Code.

(4) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’” means
the Director of the Office of Personnel Man-
agement.

(5) DISCOUNTED USE OF GOVERNMENT PROP-
ERTY.—The term ‘‘discounted use of Govern-
ment property’’ means a lesser charge to use
Federal Government property (as compared
with the value of the use of that property),
as determined by—

(A) the Administrator of General Services,
where applicable; or

(B) comparing the charged use with the
generally prevailing commercial cost of
using that property.

(6) EMPLOYEE.—The term ‘‘employee’ has
the meaning given the term in section 7103(a)
of title 5, United States Code, with respect to
an agency.

(7) GRIEVANCE; LABOR ORGANIZATION.—The
terms ‘‘grievance’ and ‘‘labor organization’’
have the meanings given the terms in sec-
tion 7103(a) of title 5, United States Code.

(8) OFFICIAL TIME.—The term ‘‘official
time’ means official time authorized for an
employee under section 7131 of title 5, United
States Code.

(9) PAID TIME.—The term ‘‘paid time”’, with
respect to an employee—

(A) means time for which the employee is
paid by the employing agency of the em-
ployee;

(B) includes—

(i) duty time during which the employee
performs agency business; and

(ii) official time; and

(C) does not include—

(i) time spent on paid or unpaid leave; or

(ii) off-duty hours of the employee.

(10) UNION TIME RATE.—The term ‘‘union
time rate” means, with respect to a bar-
gaining unit and a fiscal year, the quotient
obtained by dividing—

(A) the total number of hours in that fiscal
year during which employees in the bar-
gaining unit performed duties under official
time while in a duty status; by

(B) the total number of employees in the
bargaining unit.

(b) STANDARDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

(A) REQUIREMENT FOR AUTHORIZATION.—NO
agency may agree to authorize any amount
of official time under section 7131(d) of title
5, United States Code, unless that time is
reasonable, necessary, and in the public in-
terest.

(B) CONSIDERATION.—For the purposes of
subparagraph (A), an agreement authorizing
official time under section 7131(d) of title 5,
United States Code, that would cause the
union time rate in a bargaining unit to ex-
ceed 1 hour per employee shall, taking into
account the size of the bargaining unit, and
the amount of official time anticipated to be
authorized in the applicable fiscal year
under subsections (a) and (c¢) of such section
7131, ordinarily not be considered to—

(i) be reasonable, necessary, and in the
public interest; or

(ii) satisfy the goal described in section
7101(b) of title 5, United States Code.

(C) AGENCY REQUIREMENT.—The head of
each agency shall—

(i) commit the time and resources nec-
essary to strive for a negotiated union time
rate of not greater than 1; and

(ii) fulfill the obligation of the agency to
bargain in good faith.

(2) REPORT REQUIRED.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—If the head of an agency
agrees to authorize official time under sec-
tion 7131(d) of title 5, United States Code, in
an amount such that the authorization
would cause the union time rate in a bar-
gaining unit to exceed 1 hour per employee
(or proposes to the Federal Service Impasses
Panel or an arbitrator engaging in interest
arbitration an amount that would cause the
union time rate in a bargaining unit to ex-
ceed 1 hour per employee), the agency head
shall, not later than 15 days after the date on
which that agreement or proposal is author-
ized or proposed, as applicable, submit to the
President, through the Director, a report re-
garding the agreement or proposal.

(B) CONTENTS.—A report submitted by the
head of an agency under subparagraph (A)
shall—

(i) explain why the authorized or proposed
expenditures to which the report relates are
reasonable, necessary, and in the public in-
terest;

(ii) describe the benefit, if any, that the
public will receive from the activities con-
ducted by employees during the official time
to which the report relates; and

(iii) identify the total cost to the agency of
the official time to which the report relates.

(C) NON-DELEGATION.—The head of an agen-
cy may not delegate to any other employee
or officer the requirement to submit a report
under subparagraph (A).

(D) NOTIFICATION.—The head of each agen-
cy shall require relevant subordinate offi-
cials in the agency to inform the agency
head 5 business days before the date on
which the agency presents or accepts a pro-
posal that would result in a union time rate
of greater than 1 for any bargaining unit if
those subordinate officials anticipate that
the officials will present or agree to such a
provision.

(E) APPLICABILITY.—This paragraph shall
not apply to a union time rate established
under an order of the Federal Service Im-
passes Panel or an arbitrator engaging in in-
terest arbitration if the applicable agency
had proposed that the Panel or arbitrator, as
applicable, establish a union time rate of not
greater than 1.

(3) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
subsection may be construed to—

(A) prohibit an agency from authorizing of-
ficial time as required under subsections (a)
and (c) of section 7131 of title 5, United
States Code; or

(B) direct an agency to negotiate to in-
clude in a collective bargaining agreement a

S2573

term that precludes the agency from grant-
ing official time under subsections (a) and (c¢)
of section 7131 of title 5, United States Code.

(¢) EMPLOYEE CONDUCT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—To ensure that Federal re-
sources are used effectively and efficiently,
and in a manner consistent with the public
interest and subsection (g), each employee
shall comply with the following require-
ments:

(A) An employee may not engage in lob-
bying activities during paid time, except in
the official capacity of the employee.

(B)(i) Except as provided in clause (ii), an
employee shall spend not less than 3 of the
paid time of the employee each fiscal year
performing agency business or attending
necessary training (as required by the head
of the employing agency) to ensure that the
employee develops and maintains the skills
necessary to perform the duties of the em-
ployee efficiently and effectively.

(ii) An employee who has spent ¥ of the
paid time of the employee in a fiscal year
performing duties that are not agency busi-
ness may continue to use official time during
that fiscal year for a purpose described in
subsection (a) or (c¢) of section 7131 of title 5,
United States Code.

(iii) Any time in excess of %2 of the paid
time of an employee that is used to perform
duties that are not agency business in a fis-
cal year shall count toward the limitation
under clause (i) in the subsequent fiscal year.

(C)(i) An employee, when acting on behalf
of a Federal labor organization, may not be
permitted the free or discounted use of Gov-
ernment property, or any other agency re-
source, if that use is not generally available
for business other than agency business by
employees when acting on behalf of non-Fed-
eral organizations.

(ii) For the purposes of clause (i), Govern-
ment property and other agency resources
includes office or meeting space, reserved
parking spaces, telephones, computers, and
computer systems.

(D) An employee who incurs expenses while
performing duties other than agency busi-
ness may not be reimbursed for those ex-
penses, unless reimbursement is required by
law or regulation.

(E)i) An employee may not use official
time to prepare or pursue a grievance, in-
cluding arbitration with respect to a griev-
ance, brought against an agency under pro-
cedures negotiated under section 7121 of title
5, United States Code, except where that use
is otherwise authorized by law or regulation.

(ii) Clause (i) shall not apply to a situation
in which an employee uses official time to—

(I) prepare for, confer with an exclusive
representative regarding, or present a griev-
ance brought on behalf of the employee;

(IT) appear as a witness in a grievance pro-
ceeding; or

(IIT) challenge an adverse personnel action
taken against the employee in retaliation
for engaging in federally protected whistle-
blower activity, including for engaging in an
activity that is protected under—

(aa) section 2302(b)(8) of title 5, United
States Code;

(bb) section 21F(h)(1) of the Securities Ex-
change Act of 1934 (15 U.S.C. 78u-6(h)(1));

(cc) section 3730(h) of title 31, United
States Code; or

(dd) any other similar provision of law.

(2) AUTHORIZATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—An employee may not use
official time without advance written au-
thorization from the head of the employing
agency, unless prior approval is impracti-
cable under rules or guidance issued under
paragraph (3).

(B) REVIEW.—Any use of official time with-
out written advance authorization from the
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head of the employing agency because of im-
practicality, as described in subparagraph
(A), shall be reviewed by the head of the em-
ploying agency, who, not later than 15 days
after the date on which the official time is
first used, shall make a determination re-
garding whether to certify that providing
the advance written authorization was im-
practicable.

(C) RESTRICTION.—If an employee uses offi-
cial time without advance written authoriza-
tion from the head of the employing agency
because of impracticality, as described in
subparagraph (A), and the head of the em-
ploying agency does not make a certification
described in subparagraph (B) within the
time frame established under that subpara-
graph, the employee may not use official
time for the remainder of the fiscal year in
which the official time was used or for 90
days, whichever is longer.

(3) OPM RESPONSIBILITIES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 45 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Director shall examine whether rules that
are in existence, as of the date on which the
Director performs the examination, are con-
sistent with the requirements of this sub-
section.

(B) ADDITIONAL RULES.—If, after per-
forming the examination required under sub-
paragraph (1), the Director determines that
existing rules, as described in that subpara-
graph, are not consistent with the require-
ments of this subsection, the Director, as
soon as is practicable, shall propose for no-
tice and comment appropriate rules to clar-
ify and assist agencies in implementing this
subsection, consistent with applicable law.

(4) AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The head of each agency
shall ensure compliance by employees of the
agency with the requirements of this sub-
section, to the extent consistent with appli-
cable law and collective bargaining agree-
ments.

(B) REVIEWS.—The head of each agency
shall—

(i) examine whether rules, policies, and
practices that are in existence, as of the ef-
fective date of this subsection, are consistent
with the requirements of this subsection;
and

(ii) if, after performing the review required
under clause (i), the agency head determines
that existing rules, policies, and procedures,
as described in that clause, are not con-
sistent with the requirements of this sub-
section, as soon as is practicable, take all ap-
propriate actions consistent with applicable
law to bring those rules, policies, and proce-
dures into compliance with this subsection.

(5) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
subsection may be construed to prohibit the
head of an agency from permitting an em-
ployee to perform representational activities
under chapter 71 of title 5, United States
Code, including for activities described in
section 7121(b)(1)(C) of that title.

(6) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This subsection shall
take effect on the date that is 45 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, except
with respect to paragraph (3), which shall
take effect on that date of enactment.

(d) PREVENTING UNLAWFUL OR UNAUTHOR-
1ZED EXPENDITURES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—An employee who uses of-
ficial time without the advance written au-
thorization required under subsection (c¢)(2),
or for purposes not specifically authorized by
the head of the employing agency, shall be—

(A) considered absent without leave;

(B) in cases of repeated such misuses, con-
sidered to have engaged in serious mis-
conduct that impairs the efficiency of the
Federal service; and
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(C) subject to appropriate disciplinary ac-
tion to address the misconduct described in
subparagraph (A) or (B), as applicable.

(2) PROCEDURES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—AS soon as is practicable,
and not later than 180 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, and to the extent per-
mitted by law, the head of each agency shall
develop and implement a procedure gov-
erning the authorization of official time
under subsection (c)(2).

(B) CONTENTS.—A procedure
under subparagraph (A) shall,
imum—

(i) require an employee requesting official
time to specify the number of hours of offi-
cial time to be used and the specific purposes
for which that time will be used, providing
sufficient detail to identify the tasks that
the employee will undertake;

(ii) allow the authorizing official to assess
whether it is reasonable and necessary to
grant the amount of time requested to ac-
complish the tasks described in clause (i);
and

(iii) with respect to a continuing or ongo-
ing request, require—

(I) the renewal of the request to be sub-
mitted not less frequently than once per pay
period; and

(IT) separate advance authorization for any
use of official time that is in excess of pre-
viously authorized hours or purposes for
which the time was not previously author-
ized.

(3) MONITORING.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—AS soon as is practicable,
and not later than 180 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, the head of each
agency shall develop and implement a sys-
tem to monitor the use of official time to en-
sure that such time—

(i) is used only for authorized purposes;
and

(ii) is not used contrary to law or regula-
tion.

(B) REQUIREMENTS.—In developing a sys-
tem under subparagraph (A), the head of an
agency shall give special attention to ensur-
ing that official time is not used for—

(i) internal labor organization business in
violation of section 7131(b) of title 5, United
States Code;

(ii) lobbying activities in violation of sec-
tion 1913 of title 18, United States Code, or
subsection (c¢)(1) of this section; or

(iii) political activities in violation of sub-
chapter III of chapter 73 of title 5, United
States Code.

(e) AGENCY REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—To the extent permitted
by law, the head of each agency shall submit
to the Director an annual report that ad-
dresses each of the following for the fiscal
year covered by the report:

(A) The purposes for which the agency
head has authorized the use of official time,
including the amounts of time used for each
such purpose.

(B) The job title and total compensation of
each employee who has used official time, in-
cluding the total number of hours each such
employee spent on those activities and the
proportion of the total paid hours of each
such employee that number of hours rep-
resents.

(C) If the agency has allowed labor organi-
zations or individuals, during official time,
the free or discounted use of Government
property, the total value of that use.

(D) Any expenses that the agency paid for
activities conducted during official time.

(E) The amount of any reimbursement paid
by labor organizations for the use of prop-
erty described in subparagraph (C).

(F) Whether the aggregate union rate time
of the agency has increased, as compared
with the most recent report submitted under
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this paragraph and, if that aggregate rate
has so increased, an explanation for the in-
crease.

(2) NOTIFICATION.—If the union time rate
with respect to a bargaining unit exceeds 1
hour per employee, the head of the applica-
ble agency shall submit a notification re-
garding that fact to the Interagency Labor
Relations Working Group established under
section 3 of Executive Order 13836 (83 Fed.
Reg. 25329; relating to developing efficient,
effective, and cost-reducing approaches to
Federal sector collective bargaining).

(3) DEADLINE.—The Director shall establish
the date on which the reports required under
this subsection shall be submitted.

(f) PUBLIC DISCLOSURE AND
PARENCY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Director shall publish a standardized form
that the head of each agency shall use in pre-
paring the reports required under subsection
(e).

(2) ANALYSIS OF REPORTS.—The Director
shall analyze each report submitted under
subsection (e) and produce an annual report
that details each of the following for the fis-
cal year covered by the report:

(A) For each agency, and for all agencies in
the aggregate—

(i) the number of employees using official
time;

(ii) the number of employees using official
time, separately listed by intervals of the
proportion of paid time spent on those ac-
tivities;

(iii) the number of hours spent on official
time;

(iv) the cost of official time, as measured
by the compensation of the employees in-
volved;

(v) the aggregate union time rate;

(vi) the number of bargaining unit employ-
ees; and

(vii) the percentage change in each of the
values described in clauses (i) through (vi),
as compared with the previous year.

(B) For each agency, and for all agencies in
the aggregate—

(i) the value of the free or discounted use
of Government property the agency has pro-
vided to labor organizations;

(ii) any expenses, such as travel expenses,
paid for activities conducted during official
time;

(iii) the amount of any reimbursement paid
for the use described in clause (ii); and

(iv) the percentage change in each of the
values described in clauses (i), (ii), and (iii),
as compared with the previous year.

(C) The purposes for which official time
was granted.

(D) The information required under sub-
section (e)(1)(B) with respect to employees
using official time, which shall be suffi-
ciently aggregated to ensure that the disclo-
sure would not unduly risk disclosing infor-
mation protected under law, including per-
sonally identifiable information.

(3) PUBLICATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than June 30 of
each year, the Director shall publish on the
website of the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment the report required under this sub-
section.

(B) FIRST REPORT.—The first report re-
quired under this subsection shall—

(i) apply with respect to the first fiscal
year that begins after the date of enactment
of this Act; and

(ii) be published not later than 240 days
after the end of the fiscal year described in
clause (i).

(4) GUIDANCE.—The Director, after con-
sulting with the Chief Human Capital Offi-
cers appointed or designated under chapter
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14 of title 5, United States Code, shall pro-
mulgate any additional guidance that may
be necessary or appropriate to assist the
heads of agencies in complying with the re-
quirements of this subsection.

(g) IMPLEMENTATION AND RENEGOTIATION OF
COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENTS.—

(1) IMPLEMENTATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, and
subject to subparagraph (B), the head of each
agency shall implement the requirements of
this section, except with respect to sub-
section (¢)(2), which shall be effective for em-
ployees in a particular agency when the head
of that agency implements the procedure re-
quired under subsection (d)(2), to the extent
permitted by law and consistent with obliga-
tions under collective bargaining agreements
that are in effect, as of the date of enact-
ment of this Act.

(B) DESIGNATION.—The head of each agency
shall—

(i) designate an official within the agency
to implement this section; and

(ii) not later than 30 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, notify the Director
regarding the identity of the official des-
ignated under clause (i).

(2) CONSULTATION WITH LABOR REPRESENTA-
TIVES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The head of each agency
shall consult with employee labor represent-
atives regarding the implementation of this
section.

(B) ALTERATIONS TO COLLECTIVE BARGAINING
AGREEMENTS.—On the earliest date permitted
under law, and to effectuate the terms of
this section, the head of any agency that is
party to a collective bargaining agreement
that has not less than 1 provision that is in-
consistent with any provision of this section
shall give any contractually required notice
of the intent of the agency to alter the terms
of that agreement and—

(i) reopen negotiations to obtain provisions
consistent with this section; or

(ii) terminate any such inconsistent provi-
sion and implement the requirements of this
section.

(h) GENERAL PROVISIONS.—

(1) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section may be construed to—

(A) abrogate any collective bargaining
agreement that is in effect, as of the date of
enactment of this Act;

(B) interfere with, restrain, or coerce any
employee in the exercise by the employee of
any right under chapter 71 of title 5, United
States Code;

(C) encourage or discourage membership in
any labor organization by discrimination in
connection with appointment, tenure, pro-
motion, or other conditions of employment;

(D) impair or otherwise affect the author-
ity granted by law to an agency or the head
of an agency; or

(E) create any right or benefit, substantive
or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity
by any party against—

(i) the United States;

(ii) a department, agency, entity, officer,
employee, or agent of the United States; or

(iii) any other person.

(2) IMPLEMENTATION.—This section shall be
implemented consistent with applicable law
and subject to the availability of appropria-
tions.

(3) SEVERABILITY.—If any provision of this
section, including any application of this
section, is held to be invalid, the remainder
of this section, and all other applications of
this section, shall not be affected by that
holding.

SA 390. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
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appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place title X, insert the

following:

SEC. . IMPROVING THE ANALYSIS AND RE-
PORTING OF COST AND UNIT-LEVEL
READINESS IMPACTS OF SUP-
PORTING SOUTHWEST BORDER OP-
ERATIONS.

The Secretary of Defense shall—

(1) ensure that the Under Secretary of De-
fense (Comptroller) follows best practices
for—

(A) completing well-documented cost esti-
mates when assessing the Department of
Homeland Security’s requests for assistance
(referred to in this sections as ‘“‘RFAs”) re-
lated to the southwest border by docu-
menting its estimated methods for future
RFAs; and

(B) credible estimates when assessing
RFAs related to the southwest border by
completing a robust sensitivity analysis of
key cost drivers, a risk and uncertainty
analysis, and cross checks for future RFAs;

(2) ensure that the Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, in collaboration with the
Secretaries of the military departments,
identifies—

(A) units likely to be sourced to support
U.S. Customs and Border Protection along
the southwest border; and

(B) the potential unit-level readiness im-
pacts of assigning such units before the Sec-
retary of Defense responds to pending RFAs,
when conditions permit;

(3) ensure that the Under Secretary of De-
fense for Policy, in coordination with the
Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller),
submits the annual reports required under
section 1014(d)(1) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public
Law 114-328) to the congressional defense
committees on time;

(4) ensure that the Under Secretary of De-
fense (Comptroller) clarifies guidance to en-
sure that the military services and the Na-
tional Guard Bureau track all costs associ-
ated with the Department of Defense’s sup-
port to U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion’s border security mission, including
costs associated with installation support,
oversight of border construction projects,
and National Guard personnel benefits, and
includes such costs in future reports referred
to in paragraph (3); and

(5) in coordination with the Secretary of
Homeland Security, develop a memorandum
of understanding, which shall—

(A) ensure that field operations of the De-
partment of Homeland Security are con-
sistent with directives of the Department of
Homeland Security;

(B) define a common outcome for the De-
partment of Defense’s support to the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, consistent with
best practices for interagency collaboration;

(C) ensure all RFAs clearly define the role
of the Department of Defense in an oper-
ation, including contingency plans for cir-
cumstances in which the Department of De-
fense’s support may need to be increased or
decreased; and

(D) articulate how such common outcome
will enable the Department of Homeland Se-
curity to achieve its southwest border secu-
rity mission; and

(6) annually submit to the Committees on
Armed Services and Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs of the Senate and the
Committees on Armed Services and Home-
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land Security of the House of Representa-
tives a report on the costs incurred by the
Department of Defense in support of activi-
ties by the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity on the southwest border.

SA 391. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . CRITERIA FOR GRANTING DIRECT-
HIRE AUTHORITY TO AGENCIES.

Section 3304(a)(3)(B) of title 5, United
States Code, is amended by striking ‘‘short-
age of candidates’” and all that follows
through ‘‘highly qualified candidates)’” and
inserting ‘‘shortage of highly qualified can-
didates’.

SA 392. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XII, insert
the following:

SEC. 12 . MODIFICATION TO ANNUAL REPORT
ON TRADE AGREEMENTS PROGRAM

AND NATIONAL TRADE POLICY
AGENDA.
Section 163(a)(3)(A) of the Trade Act of 1974
(19 U.S.C. 2213(a)(3)(A)) is amended—
(1) by redesignating clause (iv) as clause
()
(2) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘and’ at the
end; and
(3) by inserting after clause (iii) the fol-
lowing:
‘“(iv) how such objectives and priorities
support and advance the objectives of—
“(I) the national defense strategy under
113(g) of title 10, United States Code; and
‘(IT1) the national security strategy of the
United States under section 108 of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3043);
and”.

SA 393. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle D of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1269. REPORTS ON AND INVESTMENTS IN
PHARMACEUTICAL SUPPLY CHAIN
RESILIENCY TO REDUCE RELIANCE

ON THE PEOPLE’'S REPUBLIC OF
CHINA.

(a) REPORT ON PHARMACEUTICALS IMPORTED
FROM THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA.—Not
later than 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Commissioner of
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Food and Drugs, in consultation with the
United States Trade Representative, shall
submit to the appropriate congressional
committees a report that sets forth a list
of—

(1) each finished pharmaceutical product
that is imported into the United States from
the People’s Republic of China in a quantity
that exceeds 20 percent of the quantity of the
product available for use in the United
States; and

(2) each active pharmaceutical ingredient
that is imported into the United States from
the People’s Republic of China in a quantity
that exceeds 20 percent of the quantity of the
ingredient available for use in the United
States.

(b) STRATEGY FOR PHARMACEUTICAL SUPPLY
CHAIN RESILIENCY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The President shall de-
velop a comprehensive strategy to address
the national security threat posed by the
control by the People’s Republic of China of
the global supply of finished pharmaceutical
products and active pharmaceutical ingredi-
ents.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The strategy required by
paragraph (1) shall include efforts to develop
a more reliable and secure supply chain for
finished pharmaceutical products and active
pharmaceutical ingredients, including manu-
facturing and production projects that—

(A) contribute to the development of a
more reliable and secure supply chain for
such products and ingredients;

(B) reduce reliance on the People’s Repub-
lic of China for such products and ingredi-
ents; and

(C) facilitate cooperation with the govern-
ments of other countries in a concerted ef-
fort to make significant strategic invest-
ments in development projects, production
technologies, and refining facilities for such
products and ingredients.

(3) REPORT REQUIRED.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the President shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report on
the strategy required by paragraph (1).

(B) ELEMENTS.—The report required in
paragraph (1) shall include—

(i) a description of the extent of the en-
gagement of the United States International
Development Finance Corporation with the
governments of the other countries of the
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue to promote
shared investment in and development of fin-
ished pharmaceutical products and active
pharmaceutical ingredients; and

(ii) a description of the work of the United
States Trade Representative to engage with
the government of those countries to de-
crease trade barriers for the development,
production, refinement, and transportation
of such products and ingredients.

(c) INVESTMENTS IN PHARMACEUTICAL SUP-
PLY CHAIN RESILIENCY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In support of the strategy
required by subsection (b), the United States
International Development Finance Corpora-
tion shall prioritize providing support under
title II of the Better Utilization of Invest-
ments Leading to Development Act of 2018
(22 U.S.C. 9621 et seq.) for manufacturing and
production of finished pharmaceutical prod-
ucts and active pharmaceutical ingredients,
including projects that—

(A) contribute to the development of a
more reliable and secure supply chain for
such products and ingredients;

(B) reduce reliance on the People’s Repub-
lic of China for such products and ingredi-
ents; and

(C) facilitate cooperation with the govern-
ments of other countries in a concerted ef-
fort to make significant strategic invest-
ments in development projects, production
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technologies, and refining facilities for such
products and ingredients.

2) CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENT.—The
United States International Development Fi-
nance Corporation may not provide support
under paragraph (1) for a project relating to
the manufacturing or production of a fin-
ished pharmaceutical product unless the en-
tity receiving the support certifies that—

(A) not more than 25 percent of the active
pharmaceutical ingredients used in the prod-
uct are sourced from a single country of ori-
gin that is a nonmarket economy country, as
defined by the Secretary of Commerce; and

(B) the entity is not controlled, in whole or
in part, by an entity organized under the
laws of, or otherwise subject to the jurisdic-
tion of, a nonmarket economy country.

(d) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term
‘‘appropriate congressional committees”’
means—

(1) the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions, the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation, and the
Committee on Finance of the Senate; and

(2) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce and the Committee on Ways and
Means of the House of Representatives.

SA 394. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . EXPEDITED HIRING AUTHORITY.

(a.) EXPEDITED HIRING AUTHORITY FOR COL-
LEGE GRADUATES.—Section 3115(e)(1) of title
5, United States Code, is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘15 percent’ and inserting ‘25 percent’’.

(b) EXPEDITED HIRING AUTHORITY FOR POST-
SECONDARY STUDENTS.—Section 3116(d)(1) of
title 5, United States Code, is amended by
striking ‘‘15 percent’’ and inserting ‘25 per-
cent’’.

SA 395. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . BLENDED FEDERAL WORKFORCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1103(c) of title 5,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by striking ‘“(c)(1)”
“(e)(1)(A)’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

‘(B)(1) The Office of Personnel Manage-
ment shall collect from Executive agencies,
other than elements of the intelligence com-
munity (as defined in section 3(4) of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C.
3003(4))), on at least an annual basis the fol-
lowing:

‘“(I) The total number of persons employed
directly by the Executive agency.

‘(IT) The total number of prime contractor
employees and subcontractor employees, as

and inserting
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those terms are defined in section 8701 of
title 41, issued credentials allowing access to
Executive agency property or computer sys-
tems.

‘“(IITI) The total number of employees of
Federal grant and cooperative agreement re-
cipients, as those legal instruments are de-
scribed in sections 6304 and 6305 of title 31,
respectively, who are issued credentials al-
lowing access to Executive agency property
or computer systems.

“(IV) A total count of the workforce of the
Executive agency, including employees,
prime contractor employees, subcontractor
employees, grantee employees, and coopera-
tive agreement employees.

‘‘(ii) The Office of Personnel Management
shall compile the data collected under clause
(i) and issue, and post on its website, an an-
nual report containing the data.’’; and

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘paragraph
(1) and inserting ‘‘paragraph (1)(A)”’.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS ON EFFECTIVE AND
EFFICIENT MANAGEMENT OF THE BLENDED
FEDERAL WORKFORCE.—

(1) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the
term ‘‘Executive agency’ has the meaning
given the term in section 105 of title 5,
United States Code.

(2) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the following:

(A) The implementation of Federal laws
and the competent administration of Federal
programs require skilled and capable per-
sonnel.

(B) Executive agencies depend on a blended
workforce that includes Federal employees,
employees of prime contractors and sub-
contractors performing services to Executive
agencies, and employees of State or local
governments, nonprofit organizations, or in-
stitutions of higher education performing
services to Executive agencies under the
terms of grants and cooperative agreements
(in this subsection referred to as ‘‘grant-
ees’’), all of whom make essential contribu-
tions to achieving the missions of the Gov-
ernment in service to the people of the
United States.

(C) Approximately 2,000,000 Federal em-
ployees help to execute the laws of the
United States, supplemented by an unknown
number, estimated to exceed 5,000,000, of em-
ployees of prime contractors, subcontrac-
tors, and grantees providing services to Ex-
ecutive agencies.

(D) Policymakers, Executive agencies, and
observers have often focused on individual
components of the blended workforce, such
as employees, without considering all com-
ponents or considering the entire blended
workforce and how all 3 components can
work most effectively together.

(E) Executive agencies inhibit their own
workforce planning and risk making deci-
sions that may reduce the overall efficiency
and cost effectiveness of the blended work-
force by focusing on only 1 component in iso-
lation.

(F) Establishing artificial limits on
headcounts or full-time equivalent positions
for Federal employees, administrators, and
managerial employees of Executive agencies
may discourage the employment of interns
or entry-level employees to build a balanced
employment pipeline and may inadvertently
encourage managers to shift work to con-
tractors and grantees for the purpose of com-
plying with such numerical limits, even if
those decisions are not justified by an ap-
proach to improve the efficiency or cost ef-
fectiveness of the Executive agency’s work.

(G) The Government Accountability Office
has identified strategic human capital man-
agement as a high-risk area for the Federal
Government, adding that critical skills gaps
“impede the government from cost-effec-
tively serving the public and achieving re-
sults”.
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(3) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that Executive agencies should—

(A) manage the entire Federal blended
workforce, including employees, contractors,
and grantees, using a comprehensive and ho-
listic approach to advance their missions as
effectively and cost efficiently as possible,
within appropriated budgets and without
using artificial numerical limits on
headcounts or full-time-equivalent positions;
and

(B) conduct a holistic review of their
blended workforce and develop a comprehen-
sive plan to ensure an efficient and cost-ef-
fective blended workforce.

SA 396. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in subtitle B of
title X, insert the following:

SEC. 101 NATIONAL SECURITY-BASED
THREAT ASSESSMENT.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Chief of the
U.S. Border Patrol, in conjunction with the
Under Secretary of Commerce for Industry
and Security and the Director of National
Intelligence, shall develop and submit to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of the Senate, the Com-
mittee on Armed Services of the Senate, the
Committee on Homeland Security of the
House of Representatives, and the Com-
mittee on Armed Services of the House of
Representatives a threat assessment that—

(1) is related to the technologies that are
commonly used to construct illicit, cross-
border tunnels;

(2) is focused on—

(A) identifying the technologies that could
be used to construct such tunnels;

(B) how such technologies can be acquired;
and

(C) whether such technologies should be
subject to additional regulations, export
controls, or other regulatory measures to
safeguard the national security of the United
States; and

(3) considers whether any entities should
be added to the Entity List maintained by
the Bureau of Industry and Security of the
Department of Commerce and set forth in
Supplement No. 4 to part 744 of title 15, Code
of Federal Regulations.

SA 397. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . ENSURING RELIABLE SUPPLY OF RARE
EARTH MINERALS.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) The People’s Republic of China is the
global leader in mining, refining, and compo-
nent manufacturing of critical minerals, pos-
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sessing 60 percent of mine production, 85 per-
cent of processing capacity, and 90 percent of
permanent magnet production as of 2022.

(2) In 2022, the United States was more
than 50 percent reliant on imports of 12 min-
erals classified as ‘‘critical” by the United
States Geological Survey, 30 of which
sourced from the People’s Republic of China.

(3) On March 26, 2014, the World Trade Or-
ganization ruled that the People’s Republic
of China’s export restraints on critical min-
erals violated its obligations under its pro-
tocol of accession to the World Trade Organi-
zation, thereby harming United States man-
ufacturers and workers.

(4) The Chinese Communist Party has
threatened to leverage the People’s Republic
of China’s dominant position in the critical
minerals market to ‘‘strike back’ at the
United States.

(5) The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue is
an effective partnership for reliable multi-
lateral financing, development, and distribu-
tion of goods for global consumption, as evi-
denced by the Quad Vaccine Partnership an-
nounced on March 12, 2021.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the People’s Republic of China’s domi-
nant share of the global rare earth mining
market is a threat to the economic stability,
well being, and competitiveness of key in-
dustries in the United States;

(2) the United States should reduce reli-
ance on the People’s Republic of China for
rare earth minerals through—

(A) strategic investments in development
projects, production technologies, and refin-
ing facilities in the United States; or

(B) in partnership with strategic allies of
the United States that are reliable trading
partners, including members of the Quad-
rilateral Security Dialogue; and

(3) the United States Trade Representative
should initiate multilateral talks among the
countries of the Quadrilateral Security Dia-
logue to promote shared investment and de-
velopment of rare earth minerals.

(c) REPORT REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the United States Trade Representative, in
consultation with the officials specified in
paragraph (3), shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report on
the work of the Trade Representative to ad-
dress the national security threat posed by
the People’s Republic of China’s control of
nearly %3 of the global supply of rare earth
minerals.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required by
paragraph (1) shall include—

(A) a description of the extent of the en-
gagement of the United States with the
other countries of the Quadrilateral Security
Dialogue to promote shared investment and
development of rare earth minerals during
the period beginning on the date of the en-
actment of this Act and ending on the date
of the report; and

(B) a description of the plans of the Presi-
dent to leverage the partnership of the coun-
tries of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue
to produce a more reliable and secure global
supply chain of rare earth minerals.

(3) OFFICIALS SPECIFIED.—The official speci-
fied in this paragraph are the following:

(A) The Secretary of State.

(B) the Secretary of Commerce.

(C) The Chief Executive Officer of the
United States International Development Fi-
nance Corporation.

(4) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term
‘‘appropriate congressional committees”
means—

(A) the Committee on Finance, the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, and the Com-
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mittee on Energy and Natural Resources of
the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Ways and Means, the
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce of the
House of Representatives.

SA 398. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . FLEXIBILITY FOR TEMPORARY AND
TERM APPOINTMENTS.

(a) TEMPORARY AND TERM APPOINTMENTS.—
Subchapter I of chapter 31 of title 5, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“§3117. Temporary and term appointments

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘Director’ means
the Director of the Office of Personnel Man-
agement.

‘“(2) TEMPORARY APPOINTMENT.—The term
‘temporary appointment’ means an appoint-
ment in the competitive service for a period
of not more than 1 year.

‘“(3) TERM APPOINTMENT.—The term ‘term
appointment’ means an appointment in the
competitive service for a period of more than
1 year and not more than 5 years.

““(b) APPOINTMENT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The head of an Executive
agency may make a temporary appointment
or term appointment to a position in the
competitive service when the need for the
services of an employee in the position is not
permanent.

‘(2) EXTENSION.—Under conditions pre-
scribed by the Director, the head of an Exec-
utive agency may—

“(A) extend a temporary appointment
made under paragraph (1) in increments of
not more than 1 year each, up to a maximum
of 3 total years of service; and

‘“(B) extend a term appointment made
under paragraph (1) in increments deter-
mined appropriate by the head of the Execu-
tive agency, up to a maximum of 6 total
years of service.

‘“(c) APPOINTMENTS FOR CRITICAL HIRING
NEEDS.—

‘(1 IN GENERAL.—Under conditions pre-
scribed by the Director, the head of an Exec-
utive agency may make a noncompetitive
temporary appointment, or a noncompeti-
tive term appointment for a period of not
more than 18 months, to a position in the
competitive service for which a critical hir-
ing need exists, as determined under section
3304, without regard to the requirements of
sections 3327 and 3330.

‘“(2) NO EXTENSIONS.—An appointment
made under paragraph (1) may not be ex-
tended.

““(d) REGULATIONS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
the Director may prescribe regulations to
carry out this section.

‘“(2) APPLICATION.—Any regulations pre-
scribed by the Director for the administra-
tion of this section shall not apply to the
Secretary of Defense in the exercise of the
authorities granted under section 1105 of the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2017 (Public Law 114-328; 130 Stat.
2447).
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‘‘(e) SPECIAL PROVISION REGARDING THE DE-
PARTMENT OF DEFENSE.—Nothing in this sec-
tion shall preclude the Secretary of Defense
from making temporary and term appoint-
ments in the competitive service pursuant to
section 1105 of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law
114-328; 130 Stat. 2447).

“(f) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section may be construed to affect the
authorities granted under section 3109.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for subchapter I of chapter 31 of
title 5, United States Code, is amended by in-
serting after the item relating to section 3116
the following:

¢3117. Temporary and term appointments.’.

SA 399. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC.

. NONCOMPETITIVE ELIGIBILITY FOR
HIGH-PERFORMING CIVILIAN EM-
PLOYEES.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) the term ‘‘competitive service’ has the
meaning given the term in section 2102 of
title 5, United States Code; and

(2) the term ‘‘Executive agency’ has the
meaning given the term in section 105 of
title 5, United States Code.

(b) REGULATIONS.—Under such regulations
as the Director of the Office of Personnel
Management shall issue, an Executive agen-
cy may noncompetitively appoint, for other
than temporary employment, to a position
in the competitive service any individual
who—

(1) is certified by the Director as having
been a high-performing employee in a former
position in the competitive service;

(2) has been separated from the former po-
sition described in paragraph (1) for less than
6 years; and

(3) is qualified for the new position in the
competitive service, as determined by the
head of the Executive agency making the
noncompetitive appointment.

(c) LIMITATION ON AUTHORITY.—An indi-
vidual may not be appointed to a position
under subsection (b) more than once.

(d) DESIGNATION OF HIGH-PERFORMING EM-
PLOYEES.—The Director of the Office of Per-
sonnel Management shall, in the regulations
issued under subsection (b), set forth the cri-
teria for certifying an individual as a ‘‘high-
performing employee’ in a former position,
which shall be based on—

(1) the final performance appraisal of the
individual in that former position; and

(2) a recommendation by the immediate or
other supervisor of the individual in that
former position.

SA 400. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:
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At the end of subtitle G of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1083. GOLDEN VISA TRANSPARENCY.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees
of Congress’” means—

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate;

(B) the Committee on the Judiciary of the
Senate;

(C) the Committee on Appropriations of
the Senate;

(D) the Select Committee on Intelligence
of the Senate;

(E) the Committee on Homeland Security
of the House of Representatives;

(F) the Committee on the Judiciary of the
House of Representatives;

(G) the Committee on Appropriations of
the House of Representatives; and

(H) the Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence of the House of Representatives.

(2) COVERED CONTRIBUTION.—The term
“‘covered contribution’” means—

(A) a monetary donation to, investment in,
or any other form of direct or indirect cap-
ital transfer, including through the purchase
or rental of real estate, to—

(i) the government of a foreign country; or

(ii) any person, business, or entity in such
a foreign country; and

(B) a donation to, or endowment of, any ac-
tivity contributing to the public good in
such a foreign country.

(3) GOLDEN VISA PROGRAM.—The term
‘‘golden visa program’ means an immigra-
tion, investment, or other program of a for-
eign country that, in exchange for a covered
contribution authorizes the individual mak-
ing the covered contribution to acquire citi-
zenship in such country or receive any other
immigration benefit in the foreign country,
including temporary or permanent residence
that may serve as the basis for subsequent
naturalization.

(4) VISA WAIVER PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘visa
waiver program’ means the program author-
ized under section 217 of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1187).

(b) NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENT FOR VISA
WAIVER PROGRAM PARTICIPANT COUNTRIES
THAT OPERATE GOLDEN VISA PROGRAMS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—As a condition of contin-
ued participation in the visa waiver pro-
gram, each foreign country participating in
the visa waiver program that operates a
golden visa program shall—

(A) not later than 90 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, provide to the
Secretary of Homeland Security a descrip-
tion of the laws, regulations, and policies
governing the golden visa program of the
country, including, as applicable, such laws,
regulations, and policies relating to—

(i) the physical presence of a golden visa
program applicant in the country;

(ii) residence requirements;

(iii) covered contribution requirements;

(iv) security and background check proce-
dures for applicants and intermediaries;

(v) risk management practices or meas-
ures, control systems, and oversight mecha-
nisms;

(vi) information sharing with other foreign
countries regarding application rejections;

(vii) anti-money laundering measures; and

(viii) information sharing with the tax res-
idence of an applicant; and

(B) not later than 90 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, provide notice to
the Secretary of Homeland Security and the
Secretary of State of the name of each indi-
vidual to whom the foreign country has ever
provided citizenship, residence, or any other
immigration benefit through such golden
visa program before the date of the first such
notice;
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(C) promptly provide notice to the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security and the Sec-
retary of State of the name of each indi-
vidual to whom the foreign country provides
citizenship, residence, or any other immigra-
tion benefit through such golden visa pro-
gram after the date of the first such notice;
and

(D) with respect to each such individual,
details regarding—

(i) any identity assumed by the individual
before the individual applied for such golden
visa program; and

(ii) any identity the individual has as-
sumed since receiving such immigration ben-
efit.

(2) EFFECT OF NONCOMPLIANCE.—The Sec-
retary of Homeland Security shall suspend
from participation in the visa waiver pro-
gram any foreign country described in para-
graph (1) that does not comply with such
paragraph.

(3) PROCEDURES TO ENSURE SANCTIONED IN-
DIVIDUALS ARE NOT ADMITTED OR PAROLED
INTO THE UNITED STATES.—The Secretary of
Homeland Security and the Secretary of
State, in consultation with the Secretary of
the Treasury, the Director of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, and the Director of
National Intelligence, shall develop proce-
dures to ensure that an individual whose
entry into the United States has been pro-
hibited pursuant to sanctions imposed by the
United States Government and who has re-
ceived an immigration benefit through a for-
eign country’s golden visa program is not ad-
mitted or paroled into the United States as
a national of such foreign country.

(4) ANNUAL REPORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and at the beginning of each fiscal year
thereafter for the subsequent 3 years, the
Secretary of Homeland Security, the Sec-
retary of State, the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, and the Director of National Intel-
ligence shall jointly submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a report
that—

(i) with respect to each visa waiver pro-
gram participant country that operates a
golden visa program, describes the laws, reg-
ulations, and policies governing the golden
visa program including, as applicable, such
laws, regulations, and policies with respect
to—

(I) the physical presence of a golden visa
program applicant in the country;

(IT) residence requirements;

(IIT) covered contribution requirements;

(IV) security and background check proce-
dures for applicants and intermediaries;

(V) risk management practices or meas-
ures, control systems, and oversight mecha-
nisms;

(VI) information sharing with other for-
eign countries regarding application rejec-
tions;

(VII) anti-money laundering measures; and

(VIII) information sharing with the tax
residence of an applicant;

(ii) includes the number of individuals
whose entry into the United States has been
prohibited pursuant to sanctions imposed by
the United States Government and who have
received an immigration benefit pursuant to
a golden visa program of a visa waiver pro-
gram country, disaggregated by country that
granted such benefit;

(iii) with respect to each such individual, a
description of the specific type of sanction to
which the individual is subject;

(iv) describes the procedures developed and
implemented pursuant to paragraph (3); and

(v) includes an intelligence assessment of
national security and criminal threats posed
by the use of golden visa programs by foreign
nationals and by United States citizens.
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(B) ForM.—Each report required under sub-
paragraph (A) shall be submitted in unclassi-
fied form, but may include a classified
annex.

(c) MODIFICATIONS TO VISA WAIVER PRO-
GRAM.—Section 217(c) of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1187(c)) is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (2), by adding at the end
the following:

‘““(H) OPERATION OF GOLDEN VISA PRO-
GRAM.—Not later than 90 days after the date
of the enactment of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024, no
country that operates a golden visa program
may be designated as a program country un-
less the country submits, as a condition of
its participation, the information described
in section 1083(b)(1) of such Act.”’;

(2) in paragraph (5)—

(A) in subparagraph (A)(i)—

(i) in subclause (IV), by striking ‘; and”
and inserting a semicolon;

(ii) by redesignating subclause (V) as sub-
clause (VI); and

(iii) by inserting after subclause (IV) the
following:

(V) shall evaluate whether the program
country operates a golden visa program and,
as applicable, whether the program country
has complied with the requirements of the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2024; and’’;

(B) by redesignating subparagraph (C) as
subparagraph (D);

(C) by inserting after subparagraph (B) the
following:

¢(C) TERMINATIONS RELATING TO GOLDEN
VISA PROGRAMS.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security shall immediately terminate
the designation of a program country if the
country—

‘() establishes a golden visa program (or
in the case of a program country with an ex-
isting golden visa program, modifies the
golden visa program or the terms and condi-
tions of the golden visa program) without
providing to the Secretary the information
described in section 1083(b)(1) of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2024;

“(II) refuses to provide such information;
or

‘“(III) provides such information but the in-
formation is of insufficient quality, as deter-
mined by the Secretary.

‘(ii) REDESIGNATION.—With respect to a
country the designation of which has been
terminated under this subparagraph, the
Secretary of Homeland Security may redes-
ignate the country as a program country,
without regard to subsection (f) or paragraph
(2) or (3), if the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, in consultation with the Secretary of
State, determines that—

‘“(I) the country—

‘‘(aa) has resumed sharing the information
described in section 1083(b)(1) of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2024; and

““(bb) has shared such information that was
withheld before the date of termination and
such information that has accumulated since
that date; and

““(IT) the quality of such information is suf-
ficient, as determined by the Secretary of
Homeland Security.”’; and

(D) in subparagraph (D)(i), as redesignated,
by striking ‘‘subparagraph (A) or (B)” and
inserting ‘‘subparagraph (A), (B), or (C)’’; and

(3) in paragraph (11)(C)—

(A) in clause (iv), by striking ‘‘; and” and
inserting a semicolon;

(B) in clause (v), by striking the period at
the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:
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‘‘(vi) with respect to a subject country that
operates a golden visa program—

“(I) an assessment of any threat posed by
the golden visa program;

‘“(II) recommendations to mitigate any
such threat; and

‘“(IIT) an assessment of the quality of the
subject country’s information sharing relat-
ing to the golden visa program.’’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

¢(13) DEFINITION OF GOLDEN VISA PRO-
GRAM.—In this subsection, the term ‘golden
visa program’ has the meaning given such
term in section 1083(a) of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2024.”.

SA 401. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle G of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1083. USE OF SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION IN
RULEMAKING.

Section 553 of title 5, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

‘(f) To the extent that an agency makes a
decision based on science when issuing a rule
under this section, the agency shall use sci-
entific information, technical procedures,
measures, methods, protocols, methodolo-
gies, or models, employed in a manner con-
sistent with the best available science, and
shall consider as applicable—

‘(1) the extent to which the scientific in-
formation, technical procedures, measures,
methods, protocols, methodologies, or mod-
els employed to generate the information are
reasonable for and consistent with the in-
tended use of the information;

‘“(2) the extent to which the information is
relevant for use by the head of the agency in
making a decision related to issuing the
rule;

‘“(8) the degree of clarity and completeness
with which the data, assumptions, methods,
quality assurance, and analyses employed to
generate the information are documented;

‘“(4) the extent to which the variability and
uncertainty in the information, or in the
procedures, measures, methods, protocols,
methodologies, or models, are evaluated and
characterized; and

‘“(5) the extent of independent verification
or peer review of the information or of the
procedures, measures, methods, protocols,
methodologies, or models.

‘“(g) An agency shall make a decision de-
scribed in subsection (f) based on the weight
of the scientific evidence.

“(h) Each agency shall make available to
the public—

‘(1) all notices, determinations, findings,
rules, consent agreements, and orders of the
head of the agency in connection with a rule;

“(2) a nontechnical summary of each risk
evaluation conducted in connection with a
rule; and

‘“(8) a list of the studies considered by the
agency in carrying out each risk evaluation
described in paragraph (2), along with a de-
scription of the results of those studies.”.

SA 402. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
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military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

Strike section 1109 and insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . EXTENSION OF DIRECT HIRE AU-
THORITY FOR DOMESTIC INDUS-
TRIAL BASE FACILITIES AND MAJOR
RANGE AND TEST FACILITIES BASE.

(a) EXTENSION.—Section 1125(a) of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2017 (10 U.S.C. 1580 note prec.; Public
Law 114-328) is amended by striking ‘2025’
and inserting ‘‘2035°.

(b) DEFINITION OF DEFENSE INDUSTRIAL
BASE FACILITY.—Section 1125(c) of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2017 (10 U.S.C. 1580 note prec.; Public
Law 114-328) is amended by inserting ‘‘and
includes supporting units of a facility at an
installation or base’ after ‘“‘United States’.

(c) BRIEFING.—Section 1102(b) of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2018 (Public Law 115-91) is amended by
striking ‘2025’ and inserting ‘‘2035".

SA 403. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle G of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1083. SOCIOECONOMIC LABOR THRESHOLD
FOR THE SERVICE CONTRACT ACT.

(a) SOCIOECONOMIC LABOR THRESHOLD.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this sec-
tion, the socioeconomic labor threshold is—

(A) for the period beginning on the date of
enactment of this Act and ending on October
1 following such date of enactment, the
amount determined by the Secretary of
Labor under paragraph (2)(A); and

(B) for each 1-year period beginning on Oc-
tober 1 following such date of enactment, the
amount determined by the Secretary of
Labor under paragraph (2)(B).

(2) INFLATION ADJUSTMENTS.—

(A) INITIAL PERIOD.—The amount deter-
mined under this paragraph for the period
described in paragraph (1)(A) shall be $2,500
as—

(i) increased by the percentage increase in
the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Con-
sumers (all items; United States city aver-
age), as published by the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, comparing—

(I) such Consumer Price Index for October
of 1965; and

(IT) such Consumer Price Index for the
most recent month as of the date of enact-
ment of this Act for which such Consumer
Price Index is available; and

(ii) (if applicable), rounded to the nearest
multiple of $100.

(B) SUBSEQUENT PERIODS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The amount determined
under this subparagraph for the applicable
period described in paragraph (1)(B) shall be
the amount in effect on the date of such de-
termination as—

(I) increased (if applicable) from such
amount by the annual percentage increase, if
any, in the Consumer Price Index for All
Urban Consumers (all items; United States
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city average), as published by the Bureau of
Labor Statistics, from the preceding year as
calculated in accordance with clause (ii); and

(IT) (if applicable) rounded to the nearest
multiple of $100.

(ii) CONSUMER PRICE INDEX.—In making the
determination under clause (i) and calcu-
lating the percentage increase in the Con-
sumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers
under clause (i)(I), the Secretary of Labor
shall compare the Consumer Price Index for
All Urban Consumers (all items; United
States city average), as determined by the
Bureau of Labor Statistics, for June of the
calendar year in which such determination is
made with the Consumer Price Index for All
Urban Consumers (all items; United States
city average), as determined by the Bureau
of Labor Statistics, for June of the preceding
calendar year.

(iii) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—With respect
to a determination under clause (i) of the
amount in effect under this paragraph for an
applicable period under paragraph (1)(B), if
there is not an annual percentage increase in
the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Con-
sumers (all items; United States city aver-
age) from the preceding year as described in
clause (i)(I), the amount in effect under this
paragraph for such applicable period shall be
the amount in effect under paragraph (1) on
the date of such determination.

(b) AMENDMENTS TO THE MCNAMARA-
O’HARA SERVICE CONTRACT ACT.—

(1) DEFINITION.—Section 6701 of title 41,
United States Code, is amended—

(A) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
graph (5); and

(B) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(4) SOCIOECONOMIC LABOR THRESHOLD.—
The term ‘socioeconomic labor threshold’
means the socioeconomic labor threshold es-
tablished under section 1083(a) of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2024.”.

(2) APPLICABILITY THRESHOLD.—Section
6702(a)(2) of title 41, United States Code, is
amended to read as follows:

“(2) involves an amount exceeding—

““(A) for contracts and bid specifications
made prior to the date of enactment of the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2024, $2,500; and

‘(B) for contracts and bid specifications
made on or after such date of enactment, the
socioeconomic labor threshold.”.

SA 404. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title X, insert
the following:

SEC. 10 . INTERAGENCY STRATEGY FOR CRE-
ATING A UNIFIED POSTURE ON
COUNTER-UNMANNED AIRCRAFT
SYSTEMS CAPABILITIES AND PRO-
TECTIONS AT INTERNATIONAL BOR-
DERS OF THE UNITED STATES.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“‘Protecting the Border from Un-
manned Aircraft Systems Act”

(b) DEFINITIONS.— In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees” means—

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate;
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(B) the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate;

(C) the Committee on the Judiciary of the
Senate;

(D) the Committee on Armed Services of
the Senate;

(E) the Committee on Appropriations of
the Senate;

(F) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate;

(G) the Select Committee on Intelligence
of the Senate;

(H) the Committee on Homeland Security
of the House of Representatives;

(I) the Committee on the Judiciary of the
House of Representatives;

(J) the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives;

(K) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives;

(L) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives;

(M) the Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence of the House of Representatives;

(N) the Committee on Armed Services of
the House of Representatives; and

(O) the Committee on Appropriations of
the House of Representatives.

(2) COVERED FACILITY OR ASSET.—The term
‘‘covered facility or asset’ has the meaning
given such term in section 210G(k)(3) of the
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C.
124n(k)(3)).

(3) C-UAS.—The term ‘“C-UAS”
counter-unmanned aircraft system.

(4) NATIONAL AIRSPACE SYSTEM; NAS.—The
terms ‘‘National Airspace System’” and
“NAS” have the meaning given such terms
in section 245.5 of title 32, Code of Federal
Regulations.

() UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM.—The term
“unmanned aircraft system’ has the mean-
ing given such term in section 44801 of title
49, United States Code.

(c) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Homeland Security, in co-
ordination with the Attorney General, the
Administrator of the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration, the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of Energy, the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence, and the Secretary of De-
fense to develop a strategy for creating a
unified posture on C-UAS capabilities and
protections at—

(1) covered facilities or assets along inter-
national borders of the United States; and

(2) any other border-adjacent facilities or
assets at which such capabilities maybe uti-
lized under Federal law.

(d) ELEMENTS.—The strategy required to be
developed under subsection (c) shall include
the following elements:

(1) An examination of C-UAS capabilities
at covered facilities or assets along the bor-
der, or such other border-adjacent facilities
or assets at which such capabilities may be
utilized under Federal law, and their usage
to detect or mitigate credible threats to
homeland security, including the facilitation
of illicit activities, or for other purposes au-
thorized by law.

(2) An examination of efforts to protect
privacy and civil liberties in the context of
C-UAS operations, including with respect to
impacts on border communities and protec-
tions of the First and Fourth Amendments
to the United States Constitution.

(3) An examination of unmanned aircraft
system tactics, techniques, and procedures
being used in the border environment by ma-
lign actors to include how unmanned aircraft
systems are acquired, modified, and utilized
to conduct malicious activity such, as at-
tacks, surveillance, conveyance of contra-
band, or other forms of threats.
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(4) An assessment of the C-UAS systems
necessary to identify illicit activity and pro-
tect against the threats from unmanned air-
craft systems at international borders of the
United States, including the availability,
feasibility, and interoperatbility of C-UAS.

(5) An description of the training required
or recommended at international borders of
the United States, including how such train-
ing—

(A) fits into broader training standards and
norms; and

(B) relates to the protection of privacy and
civil liberties.

(6) Recommendations for additional au-
thorities and resources to protect against il-
licit unmanned aircraft systems, including
systems that may be necessary to detect il-
licit activity and mitigate credible threats
along international borders of the United
States.

(7) An assessment of interagency research
and development efforts, including the po-
tential for expanding such efforts.

(e) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later
than 1 year after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, in coordination with the Attorney Gen-
eral, the Administrator of the Federal Avia-
tion Administration, the Secretary of State,
Secretary of Energy, the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence, and the Secretary of De-
fense, shall submit the strategy developed
pursuant to subsection (c) to the appropriate
congressional committees.

(f) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—

(1) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter for the following 7
years, the Secretary of Homeland Security,
in coordination with the Attorney General,
the Administrator of the Federal Aviation
Administration, the Secretary of State, Sec-
retary of Energy, the Director of National
Intelligence, and the Secretary of Defense,
shall submit a report to the appropriate con-
gressional committees that describes—

(A) the resources necessary to carry out
the strategy developed pursuant to sub-
section (¢); and

(B) any significant developments relating
to the elements described in subsection (d).

(2) CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFINGS.—Beginning
not later than 1 year after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of Home-
land Security shall include the elements re-
garding C-UAS described in paragraph (1) in
the semiannual briefings to the appropriate
congressional committees required under
section 210G(g) of the Homeland Security
Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 124n(g)).

SA 405. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . MILITARY SPOUSE EMPLOYMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3330d of title 5,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (4);

(B) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(3) The term ‘remote work’ refers to a
particular type of telework under which an
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employee is not expected to report to an offi-
cially established agency location on a reg-
ular and recurring basis.”’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘(6) The term ‘telework’ has the meaning
given the term in section 6501.”;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘or” at
the end;

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

““(3) a spouse of a member of the Armed
Forces on active duty, or a spouse of a dis-
abled or deceased member of the Armed
Forces, to a position in which the spouse will
engage in remote work.”’; and

(3) in subsection (c)(1), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (a)(3)” and inserting ‘‘subsection
()@’

(b) GAO STUDY AND REPORT.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection—

(A) the term ‘‘agency’ means an agency
described in paragraph (1) or (2) of section
901(b) of title 31, United States Code;

(B) the term ‘‘employee’ means an em-
ployee of an agency;

(C) the term ‘‘remote work’ means a par-
ticular type of telework under which an em-
ployee is not expected to report to an offi-
cially established agency location on a reg-
ular and recurring basis; and

(D) the term ‘‘telework’” means a work
flexibility arrangement under which an em-
ployee performs the duties and responsibil-
ities of such employee’s position, and other
authorized activities, from an approved
worksite other than the location from which
the employee would otherwise work.

(2) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 18
months after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Comptroller General of the United
States shall conduct a study and publish a
report regarding the use of remote work by
agencies, which shall include a discussion of
what is known regarding—

(A) the number of employees who are en-
gaging in remote work;

(B) the role of remote work in agency re-
cruitment and retention efforts;

(C) the geographic location of employees
who engage in remote work;

(D) the effect that remote work has had on
how often employees are reporting to offi-
cially established agency locations to per-
form the duties and responsibilities of the
positions of those employees and other au-
thorized activities; and

(E) how the use of remote work has af-
fected Federal office space utilization and
spending.

SA 406. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title X, insert
the following:

SEC. 10 . PORT MAINTENANCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 411(o) of the
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C.
211(0)) is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (4); and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(3) PORT MAINTENANCE.—

“‘(A) PROCEDURES.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraphs
(B) and (C), the Commissioner, in consulta-
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tion with the Administrator of the General
Services Administration—

“(I) shall establish procedures by which
U.S. Customs and Border Protection may
conduct maintenance and repair projects
costing not more than $300,000 at any Federal
Government-owned port of entry where the
Office of Field Operations performs any of
the activities described in subparagraphs (A)
through (G) of subsection (g)(3); and

‘“(IT) is authorized to perform such mainte-
nance and repair projects, subject to the pro-
cedures described in clause (ii).

‘(i) PROCEDURES DESCRIBED.—The proce-
dures established pursuant to clause (i) shall
include—

“(I) a description of the types of projects
that may be carried out pursuant to clause
(i); and

‘“(IT) the procedures for identifying and ad-
dressing any impacts on other tenants of fa-
cilities where such projects will be carried
out.

‘‘(iii) PUBLICATION OF PROCEDURES.—AIll of
the procedures established pursuant to
clause (i) shall be published in the Federal
Register.

“(iv) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—The publica-
tion of procedures under clause (iii) shall not
impact the authority of the Commissioner to
update such procedures, in consultation with
the Administrator, as appropriate.

‘(B) LIMITATION.—The authority under
subparagraph (A) shall only be available for
maintenance and repair projects involving
existing infrastructure, property, and capital
at any port of entry described in subpara-
graph (A).

“(C) ANNUAL ADJUSTMENTS.—The Commis-
sioner shall annually adjust the amount de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) by the percent-
age (if any) by which the Consumer Price
Index for All Urban Consumers for the
month of June preceding the date on which
such adjustment takes effect exceeds the
Consumer Price Index for All Urban Con-
sumers for the same month of the preceding
calendar year.

(D) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this paragraph may be construed to affect
the availability of funding from—

‘(i) the Federal Buildings Fund established
under section 592 of title 40, United States
Code;

‘(ii) the Donation Acceptance Program es-
tablished under section 482; or

‘(iii) any other statutory authority or ap-
propriation for projects described in subpara-
graph (A).”.

(b) REPORTING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and
annually thereafter, the Commissioner of
U.S. Customs and Border Protection shall
submit a report to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of
the Senate, the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate, the Committee on Home-
land Security of the House of Representa-
tives, and the Committee on Appropriations
of the House of Representatives that in-
cludes the elements described in paragraph
(2).

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall include—

(A) a summary of all maintenance projects
conducted pursuant to section 411(0)(3) of the
Homeland Security Act of 2002, as added by
subsection (a) during the prior fiscal year;

(B) the cost of each project referred to in
subparagraph (A);

(C) the account that funded each such
project, if applicable; and

(D) any budgetary transfers, if applicable,
that funded each such project.

(c) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.—Section 422(a)
of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6
U.S.C. 232(a)) is amended by inserting ‘‘sec-
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tion 411(0)(3) of this Act and” after ‘“‘Admin-
istrator under’’.

SA 407. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XII, insert
the following:

SEC. . SOIL ACT OF 2023.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘‘Security and Oversight for
International Landholdings Act of 2023’ or
the “SOIL Act of 2023”.

(b) PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS FOR CER-
TAIN AGRICULTURAL REAL ESTATE HOLD-
INGS.—No assistance, including subsidies,
may be provided by any Federal agency to a
person for an agricultural real estate holding
wholly or partly owned by a person that is a
national of, or is organized under the laws or
otherwise subject to the jurisdiction of, a
country—

(1) designated as a nonmarket economy
country pursuant to section 771(18) of the
Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1677(18)); or

(2) identified as a country that poses as
risk to the national security of the United
States in the most recent annual report on
worldwide threats issued by the Director of
National Intelligence pursuant to section
108B of the National Security Act of 1947 (50
U.S.C. 3043b)(commonly known as the ‘‘An-
nual Threat Assessment’’).

(c) DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS FOR FOREIGN
AGRICULTURAL REAL ESTATE HOLDINGS.—

(1) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—Section 2(a)
of the Agricultural Foreign Investment Dis-
closure Act of 1978 (7 U.S.C. 3501(a)) is
amended—

(A) in the first sentence of the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1)—

(i) by inserting ‘‘, or enters into a leasing
agreement the period of which is longer than
5 years with respect to agricultural land,”
after ‘‘agricultural land”’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘acquisition or transfer’’
and inserting ‘‘acquisition, transfer, or
lease’; and

(B) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘acquired
or transferred’”” and inserting ‘‘acquired,
transferred, or leased’.

(2) REVOCATION OF MINIMUM ACREAGE RE-
QUIREMENT.—Section 9(1) of the Agricultural
Foreign Investment Disclosure Act of 1978 (7
U.S.C. 3508(1)) is amended by inserting °,
subject to the condition that the Secretary
may not exclude land from this definition
based on the acreage of the land’” before the
semicolon at the end.

(d) REPORTS OF HOLDINGS OF AGRICULTURAL
LAND IN THE UNITED STATES BY FOREIGN PER-
SONS.—Section 6 of the Agricultural Foreign
Investment Disclosure Act of 1978 (7 U.S.C.
3505) is amended—

(1) by striking the section designation and
heading and all that follows through ‘‘Not
later than’ and inserting the following:

“SEC. 6. REPORTS.

‘“(a) TRANSMISSION OF
STATES.—Not later than’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(b) ANNUAL REPORT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Annually, the Secretary
shall prepare and make publicly available a
report describing holdings of agricultural
land by foreign persons, as determined by re-
ports submitted under section 2, including—

‘“(A) an analysis of the countries with the
most extensive agricultural land holdings on

REPORTS TO
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a State-by-State
basis;

‘“(B) data and an analysis of agricultural
land holdings in each county in the United
States by a foreign person from—

‘(i) the People’s Republic of China;

‘‘(ii) the Russian Federation; or

‘“(iii) any other country that the Secretary
determines to be appropriate;

‘(C) an analysis of the sectors and indus-
tries for which the agricultural land holdings
are used; and

(D) in consultation with the Director of
the United States Geological Survey, an
identification of countries that own or lease
water rights and mineral deposits on a
State-by-State and county-by-county basis.

‘“(2) TRANSMISSION TO STATES.—The Sec-
retary shall transmit the report prepared
under paragraph (1) to each State depart-
ment of agriculture or appropriate State
agency described in subsection (a) in con-
junction with the applicable reports trans-
mitted under that subsection.”.

SA 408. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XII, insert
the following:

SEC. . SOIL ACT OF 2023.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘‘Security and Oversight for
International Landholdings Act of 2023 or
the “SOIL Act of 2023.

(b) REVIEW BY COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN IN-
VESTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES OF CERTAIN
AGRICULTURAL REAL ESTATE TRANS-
ACTIONS.—Section 721(a)(4) of the Defense
Production Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C. 4565(a)(4)) is
amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A)—

(A) in clause (i), by striking *‘; and” and in-
serting a semicolon;

(B) in clause (ii), by striking the period at
the end and inserting ‘‘; and”’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(iii) any transaction described in clause
(vi) or (vii) of subparagraph (B) proposed or
pending on or after the date of the enact-
ment of this clause.”’; and

(2) in subparagraph (B), by adding at the
end the following:

‘“(vi) Any acquisition or transfer of an in-
terest, other than a security, in agricultural
land held by a person that is a national of, or
is organized under the laws or otherwise sub-
ject to the jurisdiction of, a country—

‘“(I) designated as a nonmarket economy
country pursuant to section 771(18) of the
Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1677(18)); or

““(IT) identified as a country that poses as
risk to the national security of the United
States in the most recent annual report on
worldwide threats issued by the Director of
National Intelligence pursuant to section
108B of the National Security Act of 1947 (50
U.S.C. 3043b)(commonly known as the ‘An-
nual Threat Assessment’).”.

(¢c) REVIEW BY COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN IN-
VESTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES OF REAL Es-
TATE TRANSACTIONS NEAR MILITARY INSTAL-
LATIONS.—Section 721(a)(4)(B) of the Defense
Production Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C.
4565(a)(4)(B)), as amended by subsection (b),
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

‘‘(vii) Any acquisition or transfer of an in-
terest, other than a security, in any form of

and county-by-county
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real estate that is located not more than 50
miles from a military installation (as that
term is defined in section 2801(c)(4) of title
10, United States Code) other than residen-
tial property held by a person that is a na-
tional of, or is organized under the laws or
otherwise subject to the jurisdiction of, a
country—

‘“(I) designated as a nonmarket economy
country pursuant to section 771(18) of the
Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1677(18)); or

““(IT) identified as a country that poses as
risk to the national security of the United
States in the most recent annual report on
worldwide threats issued by the Director of
National Intelligence pursuant to section
108B of the National Security Act of 1947 (50
U.S.C. 3043b)(commonly known as the ‘An-
nual Threat Assessment’).”.

(d) EXPANSION OF MEMBERSHIP IN COM-
MITTEE ON FOREIGN INVESTMENT IN THE
UNITED STATES.—Section 721(k)(6) of the De-
fense Production Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C.
4565(k)(6)) is amended to read a follows:

‘“(6) OTHER MEMBERS.—The chairperson
shall include the heads of relevant depart-
ments, agencies, and offices (or the designee
of any such head) in any review or investiga-
tion under subsection (a), on the basis of the
facts and circumstances of the covered trans-
action under review or investigation.”.

SA 409. Ms. ROSEN (for herself and
Mr. CORNYN) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 2226, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2024 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle G of title X, add the

following:
SEC. = . FEDERAL DATA CENTER ENHANCE-
MENT.
(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing:

(1) The statutory authorization for the
Federal Data Center Optimization Initiative
under section 834 of the Carl Levin and How-
ard P. “Buck” McKeon National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015 (44
U.S.C. 3601 note; Public Law 113-291) expires
at the end of fiscal year 2022.

(2) The expiration of the authorization de-
scribed in paragraph (1) presents Congress
with an opportunity to review the objectives
of the Federal Data Center Optimization Ini-
tiative to ensure that the initiative is meet-
ing the current needs of the Federal Govern-
ment.

(3) The initial focus of the Federal Data
Center Optimization Initiative, which was to
consolidate data centers and create new effi-
ciencies, has resulted in, since 2010—

(A) the consolidation of more than 6,000
Federal data centers; and

(B) cost savings and
$5,800,000,000.

(4) The need of the Federal Government for
access to data and data processing systems
has evolved since the date of enactment in
2014 of subtitle D of title VIII of the Carl
Levin and Howard P. “Buck” McKeon Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2015.

(5) Federal agencies and employees in-
volved in mission critical functions increas-
ingly need reliable access to secure, reliable,
sustainable, and protected facilities to house
mission critical data and data operations to
meet the immediate needs of the people of
the United States.
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(6) As of the date of enactment of this Act,
there is a growing need for Federal agencies
to use data centers and cloud applications
that meet high standards for cybersecurity,
resiliency, availability, and sustainability.

(b) MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR NEW DATA
CENTERS.—Section 834 of the Carl Levin and
Howard P. “Buck’” McKeon National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015 (44
U.S.C. 3601 note; Public Law 113-291) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking para-
graphs (3) and (4) and inserting the following:

‘“(3) NEW DATA CENTER.—The term ‘new
data center’ means—

“(A)({) a data center or a portion thereof
that is owned, operated, or maintained by a
covered agency; or

‘‘(ii) to the extent practicable, a data cen-
ter or portion thereof—

‘(I) that is owned, operated, or maintained
by a contractor on behalf of a covered agen-
cy on the date on which the contract be-
tween the covered agency and the contractor
expires; and

““(IT) with respect to which the covered
agency extends the contract, or enters into a
new contract, with the contractor; and

‘“(B) on or after the date that is 180 days
after the date of enactment of this para-
graph, a data center or portion thereof that
is—

‘(i) established; or

‘“(ii) substantially upgraded or expanded.’’;

(2) by striking subsection (b) and inserting
the following:

“(b) MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR NEW
DATA CENTERS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this sub-
section, the Administrator shall establish
minimum requirements for new data centers
in consultation with the Administrator of
General Services and the Federal Chief Infor-
mation Officers Council.

‘“(2) CONTENTS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The minimum require-
ments established under paragraph (1) shall
include requirements relating to—

‘(i) the availability of new data centers;

‘‘(ii) the use of new data centers;

‘“(iii) the use of sustainable energy sources;

‘(iv) uptime percentage;

‘(v) protections against power failures, in-
cluding on-site energy generation and access
to multiple transmission paths;

‘(vi) protections against physical intru-
sions and natural disasters;

“‘(vii) information security protections re-
quired by subchapter II of chapter 35 of title
44, United States Code, and other applicable
law and policy; and

‘‘(viii) any other requirements the Admin-
istrator determines appropriate.

‘“(B) CONSULTATION.—In establishing the
requirements described in subparagraph
(A)(vii), the Administrator shall consult
with the Director of the Cybersecurity and
Infrastructure Security Agency and the Na-
tional Cyber Director.

‘“(3) INCORPORATION OF MINIMUM REQUIRE-
MENTS INTO CURRENT DATA CENTERS.—AS soon
as practicable, and in any case not later than
90 days after the Administrator establishes
the minimum requirements pursuant to
paragraph (1), the Administrator shall issue
guidance to ensure, as appropriate, that cov-
ered agencies incorporate the minimum re-
quirements established under that paragraph
into the operations of any data center of a
covered agency existing as of the date of en-
actment of this subsection.

‘(4) REVIEW OF REQUIREMENTS.—The Ad-
ministrator, in consultation with the Admin-
istrator of General Services and the Federal
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Chief Information Officers Council, shall re-
view, update, and modify the minimum re-
quirements established under paragraph (1),
as necessary.

() REPORT ON NEW DATA CENTERS.—During
the development and planning lifecycle of a
new data center, if the head of a covered
agency determines that the covered agency
is likely to make a management or financial
decision relating to any data center, the
head of the covered agency shall—

“(A) notify—

‘(i) the Administrator;

‘(i) Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs of the Senate; and

‘‘(iii) Committee on Oversight and Ac-
countability of the House of Representatives;
and

‘“(B) describe in the notification with suffi-
cient detail how the covered agency intends
to comply with the minimum requirements
established under paragraph (1).

‘“(6) USE OF TECHNOLOGY.—In determining
whether to establish or continue to operate
an existing data center, the head of a cov-
ered agency shall—

““(A) regularly assess the application port-
folio of the covered agency and ensure that
each at-risk legacy application is updated,
replaced, or modernized, as appropriate, to
take advantage of modern technologies; and

‘(B) prioritize and, to the greatest extent
possible, leverage commercial cloud environ-
ments rather than acquiring, overseeing, or
managing custom data center infrastructure.

“(7) PUBLIC WEBSITE.—

“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall
maintain a public-facing website that in-
cludes information, data, and explanatory
statements relating to the compliance of
covered agencies with the requirements of
this section.

‘““(B) PROCESSES AND PROCEDURES.—In
maintaining the website described in sub-
paragraph (A), the Administrator shall—

‘(i) ensure covered agencies regularly, and
not less frequently than biannually, update
the information, data, and explanatory
statements posed on the website, pursuant to
guidance issued by the Administrator, relat-
ing to any new data centers and, as appro-
priate, each existing data center of the cov-
ered agency; and

‘“(ii) ensure that all information, data, and
explanatory statements on the website are
maintained as open Government data as-
sets.”’; and

(3) in subsection (c), by striking paragraph
(1) and inserting the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The head of a covered
agency shall oversee and manage the data
center portfolio and the information tech-
nology strategy of the covered agency in ac-
cordance with Federal cybersecurity guide-
lines and directives, including—

““(A) information security standards and
guidelines promulgated by the Director of
the National Institute of Standards and
Technology;

‘‘(B) applicable requirements and guidance
issued by the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget pursuant to section 3614
of title 44, United States Code; and

‘(C) directives issued by the Secretary of
Homeland Security under section 3553 of
title 44, United States Code.”.

(c) EXTENSION OF SUNSET.—Section 834(e) of
the Carl Levin and Howard P. ‘“‘Buck”
McKeon National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2015 (44 U.S.C. 3601 note; Pub-
lic Law 113-291) is amended by striking
2022 and inserting ¢2026”’.

(d) GAO REVIEW.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter, the Comptroller
General of the United States shall review,
verify, and audit the compliance of covered
agencies with the minimum requirements es-
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tablished pursuant to section 834(b)(1) of the
Carl Levin and Howard P. ‘“‘Buck’ McKeon
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2015 (44 U.S.C. 3601 note; Public Law
113-291) for new data centers and subsection
(b)(3) of that Act for existing data centers, as
appropriate.

SA 410. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by her to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title I, insert
the following:

SEC. . FIELDING PLAN AND ACQUISITION
STRATEGY FOR THE COMBAT RES-
CUE HELICOPTER.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
the Air Force shall—

(1) reevaluate the fielding plan for the
combat rescue helicopter; and

(2) submit to the congressional defense
committees an acquisition strategy and
fielding plan for the helicopter that align
with the stated capability and capacity re-
quirements of the Department of the Air
Force to meet the Arctic strategy of the De-
partment.

SA 411. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by her to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title VI, insert
the following:

SEC. 6 . EXTENSION OF TRAVEL ALLOWANCE

FOR MEMBERS OF THE ARMED
FORCES ASSIGNED TO ALASKA.
Section 603(b)(5)(B) of the James M. Inhofe
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2023 (Public Law 117-263; 136 Stat.
2621) is amended by striking ‘“‘December 31,
2023’ and inserting ‘‘June 30, 2024”°.

SA 412. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by her to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title X, insert
the following:

SEC. . DISINTERMENT OF REMAINS OF MI-
CHAEL ALAN SILKA FROM SITKA NA-
TIONAL CEMETERY, ALASKA.

(a) DISINTERMENT.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall dis-
inter the remains of Michael Alan Silka
from Sitka National Cemetery, Alaska.

(b) NOTIFICATION.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs may not carry out subsection
(a) until after notifying the next of kin of
Michael Alan Silka.
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(c) DISPOSITION.—After carrying out sub-
section (a), the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall—

(1) relinquish the remains to the next of
kin described in subsection (b); or

(2) if no such next of kin responds to the
notification under subsection (b), arrange for
disposition of the remains as the Secretary
determines appropriate.

SA 413. Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself
and Ms. KLOBUCHAR) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in subtitle G of
title X, insert the following:

SEC. = . HHS PROGRAM ON FETAL ALCOHOL
SPECTRUM DISORDERS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Part O of title III of the
Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 280f et
seq.) is amended—

(1) by amending the part heading to read as
follows: ‘‘FETAL ALCOHOL SPECTRUM DISORDERS
PREVENTION AND SERVICES PROGRAM’;

(2) in section 399H (42 U.S.C. 280f)—

(A) in the section heading, by striking ‘‘Es-
TABLISHMENT OF FETAL ALCOHOL SYNDROME
PREVENTION”’ and inserting ‘‘FETAL ALCOHOL
SPECTRUM DISORDERS PREVENTION, INTERVEN-
TION,’;

(B) by striking ‘“‘Fetal Alcohol Syndrome
and Fetal Alcohol Effect’ each place it ap-
pears and inserting “FASD”’;

(C) in subsection (a)—

(i) by amending the heading to read as fol-
lows: “‘IN GENERAL’’;

(ii) in the matter preceding paragraph (1)—

(I) by inserting ‘‘or continue activities to
support’’ after ‘‘shall establish’’;

(IT) by striking “FASD” (as amended by
subparagraph (B)) and inserting ‘‘fetal alco-
hol spectrum disorders (referred to in this
section as ‘FASD’)”’;

(ITI) by striking ‘‘prevention, interven-
tion” and inserting ‘‘awareness, prevention,
identification, intervention,”’; and

(IV) by striking ‘‘that shall”’ and inserting
“, which may’’;

(iii) in paragraph (1)—

(I) in subparagraph (A)—

(aa) by striking ‘‘medical schools’ and in-
serting ‘‘health professions schools’’; and

(bb) by inserting ‘‘infants,” after ‘‘provi-
sion of services for’’; and

(IT) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘med-
ical and mental” and inserting ‘‘agencies
providing”’;

(iv) in paragraph (2)—

(I) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘‘a prevention and diagnosis
program to support clinical studies, dem-
onstrations and other research as appro-
priate” and inserting ‘‘supporting and con-
ducting research on FASD, as appropriate,
including’’;

(IT) in subparagraph (B)—

(aa) by striking ‘‘prevention services and
interventions for pregnant, alcohol-depend-
ent women’ and inserting ‘‘culturally and
linguistically informed evidence-based or
practice-based interventions and appropriate
societal supports for preventing prenatal al-
cohol exposure, which may co-occur with ex-
posure to other substances’’; and

(bb) by striking ‘‘; and” and inserting a
semicolon;

(v) by striking paragraph (3) and inserting
the following:
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“(3) integrating into surveillance practice
an evidence-based standard case definition
for fetal alcohol syndrome and, in collabora-
tion with other Federal and outside partners,
support organizations of appropriate medical
and mental health professionals in their de-
velopment and refinement of evidence-based
clinical diagnostic guidelines and criteria for
all fetal alcohol spectrum disorders; and

‘“(4) building State and Tribal capacity for
the identification, treatment, and support of
individuals with FASD and their families,
which may include—

“‘(A) utilizing and adapting existing Fed-
eral, State, or Tribal programs to include
FASD identification and FASD-informed
support;

‘“(B) developing and expanding screening
and diagnostic capacity for FASD;

‘“(C) developing, implementing, and evalu-
ating targeted FASD-informed intervention
programs for FASD;

‘(D) increasing awareness of FASD;

‘““(E) providing training with respect to
FASD for professionals across relevant sec-
tors; and

“(F) disseminating information about
FASD and support services to affected indi-
viduals and their families.”’;

(D) in subsection (b)—

(i) by striking ‘‘described in section 399I"’;

(ii) by striking ‘“The Secretary’” and in-
serting the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary’’; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(2) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—To be eligible to
receive a grant, or enter into a cooperative
agreement or contract, under this section,
an entity shall—

““(A) be a State, Indian Tribe or Tribal or-
ganization, local government, scientific or
academic institution, or nonprofit organiza-
tion; and

‘(B) prepare and submit to the Secretary
an application at such time, in such manner,
and containing such information as the Sec-
retary may require, including a description
of the activities that the entity intends to
carry out using amounts received under this
section.

‘“(3) ADDITIONAL APPLICATION CONTENTS.—
The Secretary may require that an entity
using amounts from a grant, cooperative
agreement, or contract under this section for
an activity under subsection (a)(4) include in
the application for such amounts submitted
under paragraph (2)(B)—

““(A) a designation of an individual to serve
as a FASD State or Tribal coordinator of
such activity; and

‘“(B) a description of an advisory com-
mittee the entity will establish to provide
guidance for the entity on developing and
implementing a statewide or Tribal strategic
plan to prevent FASD and provide for the
identification, treatment, and support of in-
dividuals with FASD and their families.”’;
and

(E) by striking subsections (¢) and (d); and

(F) by adding at the end the following:

‘(c) DEFINITION OF FASD-INFORMED.—For
purposes of this section, the term ‘FASD-in-
formed’, with respect to support or an inter-
vention program, means that such support or
intervention program uses culturally and
linguistically informed evidence-based or
practice-based interventions and appropriate
societal supports to support an improved
quality of life for an individual with FASD
and the family of such individual.”’; and

(3) by striking sections 3991, 399J, and 399K
(42 U.S.C. 280f-1, 280f-2, 280f-3) and inserting
the following:

“SEC. 3991. FETAL ALCOHOL SPECTRUM DIS-
ORDERS CENTERS FOR EXCEL-
LENCE.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall, as

appropriate, award grants, cooperative
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agreements, or contracts to public or non-
profit entities with demonstrated expertise
in the prevention of, identification of, and
intervention services with respect to, fetal
alcohol spectrum disorders (referred to in
this section as ‘FASD’) and other related ad-
verse conditions. Such awards shall be for
the purposes of establishing Fetal Alcohol
Spectrum Disorders Centers for Excellence
to build local, Tribal, State, and national ca-
pacities to prevent the occurrence of FASD
and other related adverse conditions, and to
respond to the needs of individuals with
FASD and their families by carrying out the
programs described in subsection (b).

“(b) PROGRAMS.—An entity receiving an
award under subsection (a) may use such
award for the following purposes:

“(1) Initiating or expanding diagnostic ca-
pacity for FASD by increasing screening, as-
sessment, identification, and diagnosis.

‘“(2) Developing and supporting public
awareness and outreach activities, including
the use of a range of media and public out-
reach, to raise public awareness of the risks
associated with alcohol consumption during
pregnancy, with the goals of reducing the
prevalence of FASD and improving the de-
velopmental, health (including mental
health), and educational outcomes of indi-
viduals with FASD and supporting families
caring for individuals with FASD.

“(3) Acting as a clearinghouse for evi-
dence-based resources on FASD prevention,
identification, and culturally and linguis-
tically informed best practices, including the
maintenance of a national data-based direc-
tory on FASD-specific services in States, In-
dian Tribes, and local communities, and dis-
seminating ongoing research and developing
resources on FASD to help inform systems of
care for individuals with FASD across their
lifespan.

‘“(4) Increasing awareness and under-
standing of efficacious, evidence-based FASD
screening tools and culturally- and linguis-
tically-appropriate evidence-based interven-
tion services and best practices, which may
include by conducting national, regional,
State, Tribal, or peer cross-State webinars,
workshops, or conferences for training com-
munity leaders, medical and mental health
and substance use disorder professionals,
education and disability professionals, fami-
lies, law enforcement personnel, judges, indi-
viduals working in financial assistance pro-
grams, social service personnel, child welfare
professionals, and other service providers.

‘“(5) Improving capacity for State, Tribal,
and local affiliates dedicated to FASD
awareness, prevention, and identification
and family and individual support programs
and services.

‘(6) Providing technical assistance to re-
cipients of grants, cooperative agreements,
or contracts under section 399H, as appro-
priate.

‘(7) Carrying out other functions, as ap-
propriate.

‘“(c) APPLICATION.—To be eligible for a
grant, contract, or cooperative agreement
under this section, an entity shall submit to
the Secretary an application at such time, in
such manner, and containing such informa-
tion as the Secretary may require.

‘‘(d) SUBCONTRACTING.—A public or private
nonprofit entity may carry out the following
activities required under this section
through contracts or cooperative agreements
with other public and private nonprofit enti-
ties with demonstrated expertise in FASD:

‘(1) Prevention activities.

‘“(2) Screening and identification.

““(3) Resource development and dissemina-
tion, training and technical assistance, ad-
ministration, and support of FASD partner
networks.

‘“(4) Intervention services.
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“SEC. 399J. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIA-
TIONS.

“There are authorized to be appropriated
to carry out this part such sums as may be
necessary for each of fiscal years 2024
through 2028.”.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 4 years after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services shall
submit to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate
and the Committee on Energy and Commerce
of the House of Representatives a report on
the efforts of the Department of Health and
Human Services to advance public awareness
on, and facilitate the identification of best
practices related to, fetal alcohol spectrum
disorders identification, prevention, treat-
ment, and support.

SA 414. Mr. MANCHIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title X, insert
the following:

SEC. 10 . TREATMENT OF RELOCATION OF
MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES
FOR ACTIVE DUTY OR ACTIVE SERV-
ICE FOR PURPOSES OF MORTGAGE
REFINANCING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title III of the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act is amended
by inserting after section 303 (50 U.S.C. App.
533) the following new section:

“SEC. 303A. TREATMENT OF RELOCATION OF
SERVICEMEMBERS FOR ACTIVE
DUTY OR ACTIVE SERVICE FOR PUR-
POSES OF MORTGAGE REFI-
NANCING.

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) COVERED REFINANCING MORTGAGE.—The
term ‘covered refinancing mortgage’ means
any federally backed mortgage that—

“(A) is made for the purpose of paying or
prepaying, and extinguishing, the out-
standing obligations under an existing mort-
gage or mortgages; and

‘(B) is secured by the same residence that
secured such existing mortgage or mortgages
described in subparagraph (A).

‘(2) EXISTING MORTGAGE.—The term ‘exist-
ing mortgage’ means a federally backed
mortgage that is secured by a 1- to 4-family
residence, including a condominium or a
share in a cooperative ownership housing as-
sociation, that was the principal residence of
a servicemember for a period that—

‘““(A) had a duration of 13 consecutive
months or longer; and

‘“(B) ended upon the relocation of the serv-
icemember caused by the servicemember re-
ceiving military orders for a permanent
change of station or to deploy with a mili-
tary unit, or as an individual in support of a
military operation, for a period of not less
than 18 months that did not allow the serv-
icemember to continue to occupy such resi-
dence as a principal residence.

‘(3) FEDERALLY BACKED MORTGAGE.—The
term ‘federally backed mortgage’ has the
meaning given the term ‘Federally backed
mortgage loan’ in section 4022 of the CARES
Act (15 U.S.C. 9056).

“(b) TREATMENT OF ABSENCE FROM RESI-
DENCE DUE TO ACTIVE DUTY OR ACTIVE SERV-
ICE.—While a servicemember who is the
mortgagor under an existing mortgage does
not reside in the residence that secures the
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existing mortgage because of a relocation de-
scribed in subsection (a)(2)(B), if the service-
member inquires about or applies for a cov-
ered refinancing mortgage, the servicemem-
ber shall be considered, for all purposes re-
lating to the covered refinancing mortgage
(including such inquiry or application and
eligibility for, and compliance with, any un-
derwriting criteria and standards regarding
such covered refinancing mortgage) to oc-
cupy the residence that secures the existing
mortgage to be paid or prepaid by such cov-
ered refinancing mortgage as the principal
residence of the servicemember during the
period of such relocation.

‘‘(c) LIMITATION.—Subsection (b) shall not
apply with respect to a servicemember who
inquires about or applies for a covered refi-
nancing mortgage if, during the 5-year pe-
riod preceding the date of such inquiry or ap-
plication, the servicemember entered into a
covered refinancing mortgage pursuant to
this section.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents in section 1(b) of such Act is
amended by inserting after the item relating
to section 303 the following new item:

‘“303A. Treatment of relocation of
servicemembers for active duty
or active service for purposes of
mortgage refinancing.”’.

SA 415. Mr. MANCHIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XVI, in-
sert the following:

SEC. 16 . CONTROL AND MANAGEMENT OF DE-
PARTMENT OF DEFENSE DATA AND
ESTABLISHMENT OF CHIEF DIGITAL
AND ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE OF-
FICER GOVERNING COUNCIL.

(a) CONTROL AND MANAGEMENT OF DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE DATA.—The Chief Digital
and Artificial Intelligence Officer of the De-
partment of Defense shall maintain the au-
thority, but not the requirement, to access
and control, on behalf of the Secretary of De-
fense, of all data collected, acquired,
accessed, or utilized by Department of De-
fense components consistent with section
1513 of the James M. Inhofe National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Pub-
lic Law 117-263; 10 U.S.C. 4001 note).

(b) CHIEF DIGITAL AND ARTIFICIAL INTEL-
LIGENCE OFFICER GOVERNING COUNCIL.—Para-
graph (3) of section 238(d) of the John S.
McCain National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2019 (Public Law 115-232; 10
U.S.C. note prec. 4061) is amended to read as
follows:

‘“(3) CHIEF DIGITAL AND ARTIFICIAL INTEL-
LIGENCE OFFICER GOVERNING COUNCIL.—

‘“(A) ESTABLISHMENT.—(i) The Secretary
shall establish a council to provide policy
oversight and enforcement to ensure the re-
sponsible, coordinated, and ethical employ-
ment of data and artificial intelligence capa-
bilities.

‘‘(ii) The council established pursuant to
clause (i) shall be known as the ‘Chief Dig-
ital and Artificial Intelligence Officer Gov-
erning Council’ (in this paragraph the ‘Coun-
cil”).

‘(B) MEMBERSHIP.—The Council shall be
composed of the following:

‘(1) Joint Staff J-6.

‘(ii) The Under Secretary of Defense for
Acquisition and Sustainment.
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‘(iii) The Under Secretary of Defense for
Research and Evaluation.

‘‘(iv) The Under Secretary of Defense for
Intelligence and Security.

‘“(v) The Under Secretary of Defense for
Policy.

‘“(vi) The Director of Cost Analysis and
Program Evaluation.

‘‘(vii) The Chief Information Officer of the
Department.

‘(viii) The Director of Administration and
Management.

‘“(ix) The service acquisition executives of
each of the military departments.

“(C) HEAD OF COUNCIL.—The Council shall
be headed by the Chief Digital and Artificial
Intelligence Officer of the Department.

‘(D) MEETINGS.—The Council shall meet
not less frequently than twice each fiscal
year.

“(E) DUTIES OF COUNCIL.—The duties of the
Council are as follows:

‘(i) To streamline the organizational
structure of the Department as it relates to
artificial intelligence development, imple-
mentation, and oversight.

‘(i) To improve coordination on artificial
intelligence governance with the defense in-
dustry sector.

‘“(iii) To establish and oversee an artificial
intelligence common rule across the Depart-
ment that sets ethical requirements and pro-
tections for usage of artificial intelligence
supported by Department funding and re-
duces or mitigates instances of bias in artifi-
cial intelligence algorithms.

‘“(iv) To establish and oversee appropriate
control mechanisms for operational usage of
artificial intelligence.

‘“(v) To create data rights protection mech-
anisms to support intellectual property cre-
ated and maintained commercially or by the
Federal Government, as well as for instances
in which such intellectual property may be
used in a mixed operational environment.

“(vi) To review, as the head of the Council
considers necessary, artificial intelligence
program funding to ensure that any Depart-
ment investment in an artificial intelligence
tool, system, or algorithm adheres to all es-
tablished policy related to artificial intel-
ligence.

‘‘(vii) To provide current status updates on
the efforts of the Department to develop and
implement artificial intelligence into Fed-
eral Government programs and processes.

‘“(viii) To provide guidance on access and
distribution restrictions relating to data,
models, tool sets, or testing or validation in-
frastructure.

“(ix) to implement and oversee a data and
artificial intelligence educational program
for the purpose of familiarizing the Depart-
ment at all levels on the applications of arti-
ficial intelligence in their operations.

‘“(x) To implement and oversee a data de-
cree scorecard.

‘“(xi) Such other duties as the Council de-
termines appropriate.

‘‘(F) PERIODIC REPORTS.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2024 and not less frequently than
once every 18 months thereafter, the Council
shall submit to the Secretary and the con-
gressional defense committees a report on
the activities of the Council during the pe-
riod covered by the report.”.

SA 416. Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself
and Mr. ROUNDS) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to
the bill S. 2226, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2024 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
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ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title X, insert
the following:

SEC. 10 . IMPROVING PROCESSING BY DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
OF DISABILITY CLAIMS FOR POST-
TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER
THROUGH IMPROVED TRAINING.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the “Department of Veterans Affairs
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder Processing
Claims Improvement Act of 2023”°.

(b) FORMAL PROCESS FOR CONDUCT OF AN-
NUAL ANALYSIS OF TRAINING NEEDS BASED ON
TRENDS.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, acting through
the Under Secretary for Benefits, shall es-
tablish a formal process to analyze, on an
annual basis, training needs of employees of
the Department who review claims for dis-
ability compensation for service-connected
post-traumatic stress disorder, based on
identified processing error trends.

(c) FORMAL PROCESS FOR CONDUCT OF AN-
NUAL STUDIES TO SUPPORT ANNUAL ANAL-
YSIS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary, acting through the Under Sec-
retary, shall establish a formal process to
conduct, on an annual basis, studies to help
guide the process established under sub-
section (b).

(2) ELEMENTS.—Each study conducted
under paragraph (1) shall cover the fol-
lowing:

(A) Military post-traumatic stress disorder
stressors.

(B) Decision-making claims for claims
processors.

SA 417. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by her to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle E of title III, add the
following:

SEC. 345. STUDY ON FACILITIES AND INFRA-
STRUCTURE NECESSARY TO CON-
DUCT MILITARY OPERATIONS AND
EXTEND THE OPERATIONAL REACH
OF THE ARMED FORCES INTO THE
ARCTIC REGION.

(a) STUDY.—The Secretary of Defense shall
conduct a study to evaluate and plan facili-
ties and infrastructure that would be re-
quired north of the Arctic Circle to conduct
military operations and extend the oper-
ational reach of the Armed Forces into the
Arctic region of the United States.

(b) ELEMENTS.—In conducting the study re-
quired under subsection (a), the Secretary
shall—

(1) assess possible locations that could
serve as forward bases for personnel recov-
ery, agile combat employment, and distrib-
uted operations; and

(2) evaluate the capacity and potential of
locations for infrastructure, storage and dis-
tribution points, refueling stations, staging
bases for tactical operations, medical sup-
port centers, and providers of common-user
logistics support.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
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Secretary shall submit to the Committees on
Armed Services of the Senate and the House
of Representatives a report on the study re-
quired under subsection (a).

SA 418. Mr. BRAUN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 12 . QUADRENNIAL NATIONAL SECURITY
REVIEW AND NATIONAL SECURITY
PLANNING GUIDANCE.

(a) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this section
are—

(1) to require each Presidential administra-
tion—

(A) to conduct a strategic review of na-
tional security policies and capability re-
quirements; and

(B) to improve interagency strategic plan-
ning; and

(2) to engage each national security agency
of the Federal Government in the develop-
ment of national security planning guidance
and a national security strategy.

(b) QUADRENNIAL NATIONAL SECURITY RE-
VIEW.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each President shall des-
ignate a national security advisor to lead an
interagency process for the purpose of devel-
oping and submitting to Congress a com-
prehensive report on the national security
strategy of the United States (in this section
referred to as the ‘“‘Quadrennial National Se-
curity Review’’).

(2) ELEMENTS.—Each Quadrennial National
Security Review shall—

(A) include a comprehensive—

(i) assessment of the future security envi-
ronment of the United States; and

(ii) description and discussion of national
security objectives;

(B) set forth a national security strategy
for achieving such objectives, including an
identification of the capabilities required,
including military, economic, diplomatic,
and informational capabilities; and

(C) delineate Federal agency roles for the
implementation of such strategy.

(3) TIMING.—The conduct of each Quadren-
nial National Security Review shall precede,
and provide the conceptual basis for, the
Quadrennial Defense Review and National
Military Strategy.

(4) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later
than 180 days after the date on which a term
of a President commences, the President
shall submit to Congress a Quadrennial Na-
tional Security Review.

(c) NATIONAL SECURITY PLANNING GUID-
ANCE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not less frequently than
every 4 years, the President shall issue clas-
sified or unclassified national security plan-
ning guidance in support of the objectives
described in the most recent national secu-
rity strategy report submitted to Congress
under section 108 of the National Security
Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3043)—

(A) for the purpose of setting priorities and
clarifying national security roles and respon-
sibilities of military and nonmilitary insti-
tutions of the United States so as to reduce
capability gaps and eliminate redundancies;
and

(B) which guidance shall serve as a stra-
tegic plan for United States and coordinated
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international efforts to enhance the capacity
of governmental and nongovernmental enti-
ties to work toward the goal of a free, open,
prosperous, and secure world.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The national security plan-
ning guidance required by paragraph (1) shall
include the following:

(A) A prioritized list of specified geo-
graphic areas, and an explicit discussion of
the criteria or rationale used to select and
prioritize such specified geographic areas.

(B) For each specified geographic area, a
description, analysis, and discussion of the
following:

(i) The feasibility of conducting multilat-
eral programs to train and equip the mili-
tary forces of the 1 or more countries within
the specified geographic area.

(ii) The authority and funding required to
support such programs.

(iii) The manner in which such programs
would—

(I) be implemented;

(IT) support the national security priorities
and interests of the United States; and

(ITII) complement other efforts of the
United States Government in the specific ge-
ographic area and in one or more other speci-
fied geographic areas.

(C) A list of short-term, mid-term, and
long-term goals for each specified geographic
area, prioritized by importance.

(D) A description of the role and mission of
each Federal department or agency involved
in implementing such guidance, including
the Department of Defense, the Department
of Justice, the Department of the Treasury,
the Department of State, and the Agency for
International Development.

(E) A description of any capability gap of
the United States with respect to the goals
described in the list required by subpara-
graph (C), and an assessment of the extent to
which any such gap may be addressed
through coordination with one or more non-
governmental, international, or private sec-
tor organizations, entities, or companies.

(3) REVIEW AND UPDATE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The President shall re-
view and update the guidance required by
paragraph (1), as necessary.

(B) ELEMENTS.—Each review and update
conducted under subparagraph (A) shall ad-
dress the following:

(i) The overall progress made toward
achieving the goals described in the list re-
quired by paragraph (2)(C), including an
overall assessment of the progress in pro-
tecting the rules-based international order
against authoritarian governments.

(ii) The performance of each Federal de-
partment or agency involved in imple-
menting such guidance.

(iii) The performance of the one or more
applicable unified country teams and com-
batant commands.

(iv) Any addition to, modification to the
order of, or deletion from the list required by
paragraph (2)(A).

(4) REPORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the President shall submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a report that
contains a detailed summary of the national
security planning guidance required by para-
graph (1), including any update to such guid-
ance.

(B) FOrRM.—The report required by subpara-
graph (A) shall be submitted in unclassified
form but may include a classified annex.

(5) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS
DEFINED.—The term ‘‘appropriate commit-
tees of Congress’” means—

(i) the Committee on Armed Services, the
Committee on Appropriations, and the Com-
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mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate;
and

(ii) the Committee on Armed Services, the
Committee on Appropriations, and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of
Representatives.

(B) SPECIFIED GEOGRAPHIC AREA.—The term
‘“‘specified geographic area’ means any coun-
try, subnational territory, or region that
poses, or may potentially pose, a geopolitical
risk to the rules-based international order
based on an assessment by the President
that the country, subnational territory, or
region may be used by an international
actor—

(i) to plan and launch attacks;

(ii) to engage in propaganda;

(iii) as a base from which to conduct mili-
tary exercises with the intent to coerce the
United States or an ally of the United
States; or

(iv) as a key transit route for personnel,
weapons, funding, or other support.

SA 419. Mr. BRAUN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in subtitle A of
title X of division A, insert the following:
SEC. . RECOGNIZING THE NATIONAL DEBT

AS A THREAT TO NATIONAL SECU-
RITY.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) in January 2023—

(A) the total public debt outstanding was
more than $31,000,000,000,000, resulting in a
total interest expense of more than
$717,611,000,000 for fiscal year 2022;

(B) the total public debt as a percentage of
gross domestic product was about 121 per-
cent; and

(C) the debt owed per citizen was $94,240
and $246,864 per taxpayer;

(2) the last Federal budget surplus oc-
curred in 2001;

(3) in fiscal year 2022, Federal tax receipts
totaled $4,896,000,000,000, but Federal outlays
totaled $6,272,000,000,000, leaving the Federal
Government with a 1-year deficit of
$1,376,000,000,000;

(4) the Senate failed to pass a balanced
budget for fiscal year 2022 and failed to re-
store regular order to the legislative process
by not allowing Senators to offer and debate
amendments;

(5) the Social Security and Medicare
Boards of Trustees project that—

(A) the Federal Hospital Insurance Trust
Fund will be depleted in 2028; and

(B) the Federal Old-Age and Survivors In-
surance Trust Fund and the Federal Dis-
ability Insurance Trust Fund will be de-
pleted in 2034;

(6) improvements in the business climate
in populous countries, and aging populations
around the world, will likely contribute to
higher global interest rates;

(7) more than $7,270,000,000,000 of Federal
debt is owned by individuals not located in
the United States, including more than
$870,000,000,000 of which is owned by individ-
uals in China;

(8) China and the European Union are de-
veloping alternative payment systems to
weaken the dominant position of the United
States dollar as a reserve currency;

(9) rapidly increasing interest rates would
squeeze all policy priorities of the United
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States, including defense policy and foreign
policy priorities;

(10) on April 12, 2018, former Secretary of
Defense James Mattis warned that ‘‘any Na-
tion that can’t keep its fiscal house in order
eventually cannot maintain its military
power’’;

(11) on March 6, 2018, Director of National
Intelligence Dan Coats warned: ‘“‘Our contin-
ued plunge into debt is unsustainable and
represents a dire future threat to our econ-
omy and to our national security’’;

(12) on November 15, 2017, former Secre-
taries of Defense Leon Panetta, Ash Carter,
and Chuck Hagel warned: ‘‘Increase in the
debt will, in the absence of a comprehensive
budget that addresses both entitlements and
revenues, force even deeper reductions in our
national security capabilities’; and

(13) on September 22, 2011, former Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Michael
Mullen warned: ‘I believe the single, biggest
threat to our national security is debt’’.

SA 420. Mr. BRAUN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title V, insert
the following:

SEC. . POSTHUMOUS HONORARY PROMOTION
TO GENERAL OF LIEUTENANT GEN-
ERAL FRANK MAXWELL ANDREWS,
UNITED STATES ARMY.

(a) POSTHUMOUS HONORARY PROMOTION.—
Notwithstanding any time limitation with
respect to posthumous promotions for per-
sons who served in the Armed Forces, the
President is authorized to issue a post-
humous honorary commission promoting
Lieutenant General Frank Maxwell Andrews,
United States Army, to the grade of general.

(b) ADDITIONAL BENEFITS NOT TO ACCRUE.—
The honorary promotion of Frank Maxwell
Andrews under subsection (a) shall not affect
the retired pay or other benefits from the
United States to which Frank Maxwell An-
drews would have been entitled based upon
his military service or affect any benefits to
which any other person may become entitled
based on his military service.

SA 421. Mr. CRUZ (for himself, Mr.
MARSHALL, Mr. ScoTT of Florida, Mr.
RiscH, Mr. PAuUL, Mr. DAINES, Mr.
CRAPO, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. BRAUN, Ms.
LumMmis, and Mrs. BLACKBURN) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 2226, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2024 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place in title V, insert
the following:

SEC. . REMEDIES FOR MEMBERS OF THE

ARMED FORCES DISCHARGED OR

SUBJECT TO ADVERSE ACTION

UNDER THE COVID-19 VACCINE
MANDATE.

(a) LIMITATION ON IMPOSITION OF NEW MAN-

DATE.—The Secretary of Defense may not
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issue any COVID-19 vaccine mandate as a re-
placement for the mandate rescinded under
section 525 of the James M. Inhofe National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2023 absent a further act of Congress ex-
pressly authorizing a replacement mandate.

(b) REMEDIES.—Section 736 of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2022 (Public Law 117-81; 10 U.S.C. 1161 note
prec.) is amended—

(1) in the section heading, by striking ‘‘To
OBEY LAWFUL ORDER TO RECEIVE’’ and insert-
ing ‘“TO RECEIVE’’;

(2) in subsection (a)—

(A) by striking ‘‘a lawful order’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘an order’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘shall be’ and all that fol-
lows through the period at the end and in-
serting ‘‘shall be an honorable discharge.’’;

(3) by redesignating subsection (b) as sub-
section (e); and

(4) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing new subsections:

““(b) PROHIBITION ON ADVERSE ACTION.—The
Secretary of Defense may not take any ad-
verse action against a covered member based
solely on the refusal of such member to re-
ceive a vaccine for COVID-19.

‘“(c) REMEDIES AVAILABLE FOR A COVERED
MEMBER DISCHARGED OR SUBJECT TO ADVERSE
ACTION BASED ON COVID-19 STATUS.—At the
election of a covered member discharged or
subject to adverse action based on the mem-
ber’s COVID-19 vaccination status, and upon
application through a process established by
the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary
shall—

‘(1) adjust to ‘honorable discharge’
status of the member if—

‘“(A) the member was separated from the
Armed Forces based solely on the failure of
the member to obey an order to receive a
vaccine for COVID-19; and

‘(B) the discharge status of the member
would have been an ‘honorable discharge’ but
for the refusal to obtain such vaccine;

‘“(2) reinstate the member to service at the
highest grade held by the member imme-
diately prior to the involuntary separation,
allowing, however, for any reduction in rank
that was not related to the member’s
COVID-19 vaccination status, with an effec-
tive date of reinstatement as of the date of
involuntary separation;

‘“(3) for any member who was subject to
any adverse action other than involuntary
separation based solely on the member’s
COVID-19 vaccination status—

‘“(A) restore the member to the highest
grade held prior to such adverse action, al-
lowing, however, for any reduction in rank
that was not related to the member’s
COVID-19 vaccination status, with an effec-
tive date of reinstatement as of the date of
involuntary separation; and

‘“(B) compensate such member for any pay
and benefits lost as a result of such adverse
action;

‘“(4) expunge from the service record of the
member any adverse action, to include non-
punitive adverse action and involuntary sep-
aration, as well as any reference to any such
adverse action, based solely on COVID-19
vaccination status; and

‘“(5) include the time of involuntary sepa-
ration of the member reinstated under para-
graph (2) in the computation of the retired or
retainer pay of the member.

“(d) RETENTION AND DEVELOPMENT OF
UNVACCINATED MEMBERS.—The Secretary of
Defense shall—

‘(1) make every effort to retain covered
members who are not vaccinated against
COVID-19 and provide such members with
professional development, promotion and
leadership opportunities, and consideration
equal to that of their peers;
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‘“(2) only consider the COVID-19 vaccina-
tion status of a covered member in making
deployment, assignment, and other oper-
ational decisions where—

‘““(A) the law or regulations of a foreign
country require covered members to be vac-
cinated against COVID-19 in order to enter
that country; and

‘‘(B) the covered member’s presence in that
foreign country is necessary in order to per-
form their assigned role; and

‘“(3) for purposes of deployments, assign-
ments, and operations described in para-
graph (2), create a process to provide COVID-
19 vaccination exemptions to covered mem-
bers with—

“(A) a natural immunity to COVID-19;

‘(B) an underlying health condition that
would make COVID-19 vaccination a greater
risk to that individual than the general pop-
ulation; or

‘(C) sincerely held religious beliefs in con-
flict with receiving the COVID-19 vaccina-
tion.

“‘(e) APPLICABILITY OF REMEDIES CONTAINED
IN THIS SECTION.—The prohibitions and rem-
edies described in this section shall apply to
covered members regardless of whether or
not they sought an accommodation to any
Department of Defense COVID-19 vaccina-
tion policy on any grounds.”’.

SA 422. Mrs. CAPITO (for herself, Mr.
CARPER, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. BOOKER, Mr.
KELLY, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. MANCHIN, and Mr.
RISCH) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill
S. 2226, to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2024 for military activities
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XXXI, in-
sert the following:

SEC. 31 . ACCELERATING DEPLOYMENT OF
VERSATILE, ADVANCED NUCLEAR
FOR CLEAN ENERGY.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘‘Accelerating Deployment of
Versatile, Advanced Nuclear for Clean En-
ergy Act of 2023 or the ‘“‘ADVANCE Act of
2023".

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ACCIDENT TOLERANT FUEL.—The term
‘“‘accident tolerant fuel” has the meaning
given the term in section 107(a) of the Nu-
clear Energy Innovation and Modernization
Act (Public Law 115-439; 132 Stat. 5577).

(2) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator’” means the Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency.

(3) ADVANCED NUCLEAR FUEL.—The term
‘“‘advanced nuclear fuel’” means—

(A) advanced nuclear reactor fuel; and

(B) accident tolerant fuel.

(4) ADVANCED NUCLEAR REACTOR.—The term
“‘advanced nuclear reactor’ has the meaning
given the term in section 3 of the Nuclear
Energy Innovation and Modernization Act
(42 U.S.C. 2215 note; Public Law 115-439).

(5) ADVANCED NUCLEAR REACTOR FUEL.—The
term ‘‘advanced nuclear reactor fuel’” has
the meaning given the term in section 3 of
the Nuclear Energy Innovation and Mod-
ernization Act (42 U.S.C. 2215 note; Public
Law 115-439).

(6) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF
CONGRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate commit-
tees of Congress’ means—

(A) the Committee on Environment and
Public Works of the Senate; and
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(B) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives.

(7) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission”’
means the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

(8) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The
term ‘‘institution of higher education’” has
the meaning given the term in section 101(a)
of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1001(a)).

(9) NATIONAL LABORATORY.—The term ‘‘Na-
tional Laboratory’ has the meaning given
the term in section 2 of the Energy Policy
Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 15801).

(c) INTERNATIONAL NUCLEAR REACTOR EX-
PORT AND INNOVATION ACTIVITIES.—

(1) COORDINATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall—

(i) coordinate all work of the Commission
relating to—

(I) nuclear reactor import and export li-
censing; and

(IT) international regulatory cooperation
and assistance relating to nuclear reactors,
including with countries that are members
of—

(aa) the Organisation for Economic Co-op-
eration and Development; or

(bb) the Nuclear Energy Agency; and

(ii) support interagency and international
coordination with respect to—

(I) the consideration of international tech-
nical standards to establish the licensing and
regulatory basis to assist the design, con-
struction, and operation of nuclear systems;

(IT) efforts to help build competent nuclear
regulatory organizations and legal frame-
works in countries seeking to develop nu-
clear power; and

(ITIT) exchange programs and training pro-
vided to other countries relating to nuclear
regulation and oversight to improve nuclear
technology licensing, in accordance with
subparagraph (B).

(B) EXCHANGE PROGRAMS AND TRAINING.—
With respect to the exchange programs and
training described in subparagraph
(A)(ii)(III), the Commission shall coordinate,
as applicable, with—

(i) the Secretary of Energy;

(ii) National Laboratories;

(iii) the private sector; and

(iv) institutions of higher education.

(2) AUTHORITY TO ESTABLISH BRANCH.—The
Commission may establish within the Office
of International Programs a branch, to be
known as the ‘‘International Nuclear Reac-
tor Export and Innovation Branch’, to carry
out such international nuclear reactor ex-
port and innovation activities as the Com-
mission determines to be appropriate and
within the mission of the Commission.

(3) EXCLUSION OF INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES
FROM THE FEE BASE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 102 of the Nuclear
Energy Innovation and Modernization Act
(42 U.S.C. 2215) is amended—

(i) in subsection (a), by adding at the end
the following:

““(A) INTERNATIONAL NUCLEAR REACTOR EX-
PORT AND INNOVATION ACTIVITIES.—The Com-
mission shall identify in the annual budget
justification international nuclear reactor
export and innovation activities described in
subsection (c)(1) of the ADVANCE Act of
2023.”’; and

(ii) in subsection (b)(1)(B), by adding at the
end the following:

“(I) Costs for international nuclear reactor
export and innovation activities described in
subsection (c)(1) of the ADVANCE Act of
2023.”°.

(B) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by subparagraph (A) shall take effect
on October 1, 2024.

(4) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this sub-
section alters the authority of the Commis-
sion to license and regulate the civilian use
of radioactive materials.
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(d) DENIAL OF CERTAIN DOMESTIC LICENSES
FOR NATIONAL SECURITY PURPOSES.—

(1) DEFINITION OF COVERED FUEL.—In this
subsection, the term ‘‘covered fuel’’ means
enriched uranium that is fabricated into fuel
assemblies for nuclear reactors by an entity
that—

(A) is owned or controlled by the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation or the Gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of China;
or

(B) is organized under the laws of, or other-
wise subject to the jurisdiction of, the Rus-
sian Federation or the People’s Republic of
China.

(2) PROHIBITION ON UNLICENSED POSSESSION
OR OWNERSHIP OF COVERED FUEL.—Unless spe-
cifically authorized by the Commission in a
license issued under section 53 of the Atomic
Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2073) and part 70
of title 10, Code of Federal Regulations (or
successor regulations), no person subject to
the jurisdiction of the Commission may pos-
sess or own covered fuel.

(3) LICENSE TO POSSESS OR OWN COVERED
FUEL.—

(A) CONSULTATION REQUIRED PRIOR TO
ISSUANCE.—The Commission shall not issue a
license to possess or own covered fuel under
section 53 of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954
(42 U.S.C. 2073) and part 70 of title 10, Code of
Federal Regulations (or successor regula-
tions), unless the Commission has first con-
sulted with the Secretary of Energy and the
Secretary of State before issuing the license.

(B) PROHIBITION ON ISSUANCE OF LICENSE.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (iii), a
license to possess or own covered fuel shall
not be issued if the Secretary of Energy and
the Secretary of State make the determina-
tion described in clause (ii).

(ii) DETERMINATION.—

(I) IN GENERAL.—The determination re-
ferred to in clause (i) is a determination that
possession or ownership, as applicable, of
covered fuel poses a threat to the national
security of the United States that adversely
impacts the physical and economic security
of the United States.

(II) JOINT DETERMINATION.—A determina-
tion described in subclause (I) shall be joint-
ly made by the Secretary of Energy and the
Secretary of State.

(III) TIMELINE.—

(aa) NOTICE OF APPLICATION.—Not later
than 30 days after the date on which the
Commission receives an application for a li-
cense to possess or own covered fuel, the
Commission shall notify the Secretary of En-
ergy and the Secretary of State of the appli-
cation.

(bb) DETERMINATION.—The Secretary of En-
ergy and the Secretary of State shall have a
period of 180 days, beginning on the date on
which the Commission notifies the Secretary
of Energy and the Secretary of State under
item (aa) of an application for a license to
possess or own covered fuel, in which to
make the determination described in sub-
clause (I).

(cc) COMMISSION NOTIFICATION.—On making
the determination described in subclause (I),
the Secretary of Energy and the Secretary of
State shall immediately notify the Commis-
sion.

(dd) CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION.—Not
later than 30 days after the date on which
the Secretary of Energy and the Secretary of
State notify the Commission under item
(cc), the Commission shall notify the appro-
priate committees of Congress of the deter-
mination.

(ee) PUBLIC NOTICE.—Not later than 15 days
after the date on which the Commission no-
tifies Congress under item (dd) of a deter-
mination made under subclause (I), the Com-
mission shall make that determination pub-
licly available.
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(iii) EFFECT OF NO DETERMINATION.—The
prohibition described in clause (i) shall not
apply if the Secretary of Energy and the Sec-
retary of State do not make the determina-
tion described in clause (ii) by the date de-
scribed in subclause (III)(bb) of that clause.

(4) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this sub-
section alters any treaty or international
agreement in effect on the date of enactment
of this Act.

(e) EXPORT LICENSE REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) DEFINITION OF LOW-ENRICHED URANIUM.—
In this subsection, the term ‘‘low-enriched
uranium’ means uranium enriched to less
than 20 percent of the uranium-235 isotope.

(2) REQUIREMENT.—The Commission shall
not issue an export license for the transfer of
any item described in paragraph (4) to a
country described in paragraph (3) unless the
Commission makes a determination that
such transfer will not be inimical to the
common defense and security of the United
States.

(3) COUNTRIES DESCRIBED.—A country re-
ferred to in paragraph (2) is a country that—

(A) has not concluded and ratified an Addi-
tional Protocol to its safeguards agreement
with the International Atomic Energy Agen-
cy; or

(B) has not ratified or acceded to the
amendment to the Convention on the Phys-
ical Protection of Nuclear Material, adopted
at Vienna October 26, 1979, and opened for
signature at New York March 3, 1980 (TIAS
11080), described in the information circular
of the International Atomic Energy Agency
numbered INFCIRC/274/Rev.1/Mod.1 and
dated May 9, 2016 (TIAS 16-508).

(4) ITEMS DESCRIBED.—An item referred to
in paragraph (2) includes—

(A) unirradiated nuclear fuel containing
special nuclear material (as defined in sec-
tion 11 of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42
U.S.C. 2014)), excluding low-enriched ura-
nium;

(B) a nuclear reactor that uses nuclear fuel
described in subparagraph (A); and

(C) any plant or component listed in Ap-
pendix I to part 110 of title 10, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations (or successor regulations),
that is involved in—

(i) the reprocessing of irradiated nuclear
reactor fuel elements;

(ii) the separation of plutonium; or

(iii) the separation of the uranium-233 iso-
tope.

(6) NOTIFICATION.—If the Commission
makes a determination under paragraph (2)
that the transfer of any item described in
paragraph (4) to a country described in para-
graph (3) will not be inimical to the common
defense and security of the United States,
the Commission shall notify the appropriate
committees of Congress.

(f) COORDINATED INTERNATIONAL ENGAGE-
MENT.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) EMBARKING CIVIL NUCLEAR NATION.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘embarking
civil nuclear nation’ means a country that—
(I) does not have a civil nuclear program;

(IT) is in the process of developing or ex-
panding a civil nuclear program, including
safeguards and a legal and regulatory frame-
work; or

(ITI) is in the process of selecting, devel-
oping, constructing, or utilizing an advanced
nuclear reactor or advanced civil nuclear
technologies.

(ii) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘embarking
civil nuclear nation’ does not include—

(I) the People’s Republic of China;

(IT) the Russian Federation;

(ITI) the Republic of Belarus;

(IV) the Islamic Republic of Iran;

(V) the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea;

(VI) the Republic of Cuba;
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(VII) the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela;

(VIII) the Syrian Arab Republic;

(IX) Burma; or

(X) any other country—

(aa) the property or interests in property
of the government of which are blocked pur-
suant to the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (60 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.); or

(bb) the government of which the Sec-
retary of State has determined has repeat-
edly provided support for acts of inter-
national terrorism for purposes of—

(AA) section 620A(a) of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2371(a));

(BB) section 40(d) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act (22 U.S.C. 2780(d));

(CC) section 1754(c)(1)(A)(i) of the Export
Control Reform Act of 2018 (50 U.S.C.
4813(c)(1)(A)(1)); or

(DD) any other relevant provision of law.

(B) SECRETARIES.—The term ‘‘Secretaries”
means the Secretary of Commerce and the
Secretary of Energy, acting—

(i) in consultation with each other; and

(ii) in coordination with—

(I) the Secretary of State;

(IT) the Commission;

(IIT) the Secretary of the Treasury;

(IV) the President of the Export-Import
Bank of the United States; and

(V) officials of other Federal agencies, as
the Secretary of Commerce determines to be
appropriate.

(C) U.S. NUCLEAR ENERGY COMPANY.—The
term ‘“‘U.S. nuclear energy company’’ means
a company that—

(i) is organized under the laws of, or other-
wise subject to the jurisdiction of, the
United States; and

(ii) is involved in the nuclear energy indus-
try.

(2) INTERNATIONAL CIVIL NUCLEAR MOD-
ERNIZATION INITIATIVE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretaries shall es-
tablish and carry out, in accordance with ap-
plicable nuclear technology export laws (in-
cluding regulations), an international initia-
tive to modernize civil nuclear outreach to
embarking civil nuclear nations.

(B) ACTIVITIES.—In carrying out the initia-
tive described in subparagraph (A)—

(i) the Secretary of Commerce shall—

(I) expand outreach by the Executive
Branch to the private investment commu-
nity to create public-private financing rela-
tionships to assist in the export of civil nu-
clear technology to embarking civil nuclear
nations;

(IT) seek to coordinate, to the maximum
extent practicable, the work carried out by
each of—

(aa) the Commission;

(bb) the Department of Energy;

(cc) the Department of State;

(dd) the Nuclear Energy Agency;

(ee) the International Atomic Energy
Agency; and

(ff) other agencies, as the Secretary of
Commerce determines to be appropriate; and

(IIT) improve the regulatory framework to
allow for the efficient and expeditious ex-
porting and importing of items under the ju-
risdiction of the Secretary of Commerce; and

(ii) the Secretary of Energy shall—

(I) assist nongovernmental organizations
and appropriate offices, administrations,
agencies, laboratories, and programs of the
Federal Government in providing education
and training to foreign governments in nu-
clear safety, security, and safeguards—

(aa) through engagement with the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency; or

(bb) independently, if the applicable non-
governmental organization, office, adminis-
tration, agency, laboratory, or program de-
termines that it would be more advan-
tageous under the circumstances to provide
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the applicable education and training inde-
pendently;

(IT) assist the efforts of the International
Atomic Energy Agency to expand the sup-
port provided by the International Atomic
Energy Agency to embarking civil nuclear
nations for nuclear safety, security, and
safeguards; and

(III) assist U.S. nuclear energy companies
to integrate security and safeguards by de-
sign in international outreach carried out by
those U.S. nuclear energy companies.

(3) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Commerce, in consultation with
the Secretary of Energy, shall submit to
Congress a report describing the activities
carried out under this subsection.

(g) FEES FOR ADVANCED NUCLEAR REACTOR
APPLICATION REVIEW.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—Section 3 of the Nuclear
Energy Innovation and Modernization Act
(42 U.S.C. 2215 note; Public Law 115-439) is
amended—

(A) by redesignating paragraphs (2)
through (15) as paragraphs (3), (6), (7), (8), (9),
(10), (12), (15), (16), (17), (18), (19), (20), and (21),
respectively;

(B) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing:

‘(2) ADVANCED NUCLEAR REACTOR APPLI-
CANT.—The term ‘advanced nuclear reactor
applicant’ means an entity that has sub-
mitted to the Commission an application to
receive a license for an advanced nuclear re-
actor under the Atomic Energy Act of 1954
(42 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.).””;

(C) by inserting after paragraph (3) (as so
redesignated) the following:

‘“(4) ADVANCED NUCLEAR REACTOR PRE-AP-
PLICANT.—The term ‘advanced nuclear reac-
tor pre-applicant’ means an entity that has
submitted to the Commission a licensing
project plan for the purposes of submitting a
future application to receive a license for an
advanced nuclear reactor under the Atomic
Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.).

‘“(6) AGENCY SUPPORT.—The term ‘agency
support’ means the resources of the Commis-
sion that are located in executive, adminis-
trative, and other support offices of the Com-
mission, as described in the document of the
Commission entitled ‘FY 2023 Final Fee Rule
Work Papers’ (or a successor document).”’;

(D) by inserting after paragraph (10) (as so
redesignated) the following:

¢‘(11) HOURLY RATE FOR MISSION-DIRECT PRO-
GRAM SALARIES AND BENEFITS FOR THE NU-
CLEAR REACTOR SAFETY PROGRAM.—The term
‘hourly rate for mission-direct program sala-
ries and benefits for the Nuclear Reactor
Safety Program’ means the quotient ob-
tained by dividing—

‘“(A) the full-time equivalent rate (within
the meaning of the document of the Commis-
sion entitled ‘FY 2023 Final Fee Rule Work
Papers’ (or a successor document)) for mis-
sion-direct program salaries and benefits for
the Nuclear Reactor Safety Program (as de-
termined by the Commission) for a fiscal
year; by

‘(B) the productive hours assumption for
that fiscal year, determined in accordance
with the formula established in the docu-
ment referred to in subparagraph (A) (or a
successor document).”’; and

(E) by inserting after paragraph (12) (as so
redesignated) the following:

€(13) MISSION-DIRECT PROGRAM SALARIES
AND BENEFITS FOR THE NUCLEAR REACTOR
SAFETY PROGRAM.—The term ‘mission-direct
program salaries and benefits for the Nuclear
Reactor Safety Program’ means the re-
sources of the Commission that are allocated
to the Nuclear Reactor Safety Program (as
determined by the Commission) to perform
core work activities committed to fulfilling
the mission of the Commission, as described
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in the document of the Commission entitled
‘FY 2023 Final Fee Rule Work Papers’ (or a
successor document).

‘(14) MISSION-INDIRECT PROGRAM  SUP-
PORT.—The term ‘mission-indirect program
support’ means the resources of the Commis-
sion that support the core mission-direct ac-
tivities for the Nuclear Reactor Safety Pro-
gram of the Commission (as determined by
the Commission), as described in the docu-
ment of the Commission entitled ‘FY 2023
Final Fee Rule Work Papers’ (or a successor
document).”.

2) EXCLUDED ACTIVITIES.—Section
102(b)(1)(B) of the Nuclear Energy Innovation
and Modernization Act (42 U.S.C.
2215(b)(1)(B)) (as amended by subsection
(¢)(3)(A)({i1)) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

‘““(v) The total costs of mission-indirect
program support and agency support that,
under paragraph (2)(B), may not be included
in the hourly rate charged for fees assessed
to advanced nuclear reactor applicants.

‘“(vi) The total costs of mission-indirect
program support and agency support that,
under paragraph (2)(C), may not be included
in the hourly rate charged for fees assessed
to advanced nuclear reactor pre-applicants.”.

(3) FEES FOR SERVICE OR THING OF VALUE.—
Section 102(b) of the Nuclear Energy Innova-
tion and Modernization Act (42 U.S.C.
2215(b)) is amended by striking paragraph (2)
and inserting the following:

‘“(2) FEES FOR SERVICE OR THING OF VALUE.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—In accordance with sec-
tion 9701 of title 31, United States Code, the
Commission shall assess and collect fees
from any person who receives a service or
thing of value from the Commission to cover
the costs to the Commission of providing the
service or thing of value.

‘“(B) ADVANCED NUCLEAR REACTOR APPLI-
CANTS.—The hourly rate charged for fees as-
sessed to advanced nuclear reactor appli-
cants under this paragraph relating to the
review of a submitted application described
in section 3(1) shall not exceed the hourly
rate for mission-direct program salaries and
benefits for the Nuclear Reactor Safety Pro-
gram.

¢(C) ADVANCED NUCLEAR REACTOR PRE-AP-
PLICANTS.—The hourly rate charged for fees
assessed to advanced nuclear reactor pre-ap-
plicants under this paragraph relating to the
review of submitted materials as described
in the licensing project plan of an advanced
nuclear reactor pre-applicant shall not ex-
ceed the hourly rate for mission-direct pro-
gram salaries and benefits for the Nuclear
Reactor Safety Program.’.

(4) SUNSET.—Section 102 of the Nuclear En-
ergy Innovation and Modernization Act (42
U.S.C. 2215) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“(g) CESSATION OF EFFECTIVENESS.—Para-
graphs (1)(B)(vi) and (2)(C) of subsection (b)
shall cease to be effective on September 30,
2029.”.

(5) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this subsection shall take effect on
October 1, 2024.

(h) ADVANCED NUCLEAR REACTOR PRIZES.—
Section 103 of the Nuclear Energy Innovation
and Modernization Act (Public Law 115-439;
132 Stat. 5571) is amended by adding at the
end the following:

“(f) PRIZES FOR ADVANCED NUCLEAR REAC-
TOR LICENSING.—

‘(1) DEFINITION OF ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—In
this subsection, the term ‘eligible entity’
means—

‘“(A) a non-Federal entity; and

‘(B) the Tennessee Valley Authority.

‘‘(2) PRIZE FOR ADVANCED NUCLEAR REACTOR
LICENSING.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section
169 of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42
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U.S.C. 2209) and subject to the availability of
appropriations, the Secretary is authorized
to make, with respect to each award cat-
egory described in subparagraph (C), an
award in an amount described in subpara-
graph (B) to the first eligible entity—

‘(i) to which the Commission issues an op-
erating license for an advanced nuclear reac-
tor under part 50 of title 10, Code of Federal
Regulations (or successor regulations), for
which an application has not been approved
by the Commission as of the date of enact-
ment of this subsection; or

‘(ii) for which the Commission makes a
finding described in section 52.103(g) of title
10, Code of Federal Regulations (or successor
regulations), with respect to a combined li-
cense for an advanced nuclear reactor—

‘(I) that is issued under subpart C of part
52 of that title (or successor regulations);
and

‘“(IT) for which an application has not been
approved by the Commission as of the date of
enactment of this subsection.

‘(B) AMOUNT OF AWARD.—An award under
subparagraph (A) shall be in an amount
equal to the total amount assessed by the
Commission and collected under section
102(b)(2) from the eligible entity receiving
the award for costs relating to the issuance
of the license described in that subpara-
graph, including, as applicable, costs relat-
ing to the issuance of an associated con-
struction permit described in section 50.23 of
title 10, Code of Federal Regulations (or suc-
cessor regulations), or early site permit (as
defined in section 52.1 of that title (or suc-
cessor regulations)).

‘(C) AWARD CATEGORIES.—An award under
subparagraph (A) may be made for—

‘(i) the first advanced nuclear reactor for
which the Commission—

‘“(I) issues a license in accordance with
clause (i) of subparagraph (A); or

“(IT) makes a finding in accordance with
clause (ii) of that subparagraph;

‘‘(ii) an advanced nuclear reactor that—

“(I) uses isotopes derived from spent nu-
clear fuel (as defined in section 2 of the Nu-
clear Waste Policy Act of 1982 (42 U.S.C.
10101)) or depleted uranium as fuel for the ad-
vanced nuclear reactor; and

““(IT) is the first advanced nuclear reactor
described in subclause (I) for which the Com-
mission—

‘‘(aa) issues a license in accordance with
clause (i) of subparagraph (A); or

““(bb) makes a finding in accordance with
clause (ii) of that subparagraph;

‘‘(iii) an advanced nuclear reactor that—

“(I) is a nuclear integrated energy sys-
tem—

‘‘(aa) that is composed of 2 or more co-lo-
cated or jointly operated subsystems of en-
ergy generation, energy storage, or other
technologies;

““(bb) in which not fewer than 1 subsystem
described in item (aa) is a nuclear energy
system; and

‘‘(cc) the purpose of which is—

‘““(AA) to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
in both the power and nonpower sectors; and

‘“(BB) to maximize energy production and
efficiency; and

““(IT) is the first advanced nuclear reactor
described in subclause (I) for which the Com-
mission—

‘‘(aa) issues a license in accordance with
clause (i) of subparagraph (A); or

““(bb) makes a finding in accordance with
clause (ii) of that subparagraph;

‘‘(iv) an advanced reactor that—

‘“(I) operates flexibly to generate elec-
tricity or high temperature process heat for
nonelectric applications; and

““(IT) is the first advanced nuclear reactor
described in subclause (I) for which the Com-
mission—
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“‘(aa) issues a license in accordance with
clause (i) of subparagraph (A); or

‘“(bb) makes a finding in accordance with
clause (ii) of that subparagraph; and

‘(v) the first advanced nuclear reactor for
which the Commission grants approval to
load nuclear fuel pursuant to the tech-
nology-inclusive regulatory framework es-
tablished under subsection (a)(4).

¢“(3) FEDERAL FUNDING LIMITATIONS.—

“(A) EXCLUSION OF TVA FUNDS.—In this
paragraph, the term ‘Federal funds’ does not
include funds received under the power pro-
gram of the Tennessee Valley Authority.

“(B) LIMITATION ON AMOUNTS EXPENDED.—
An award under this subsection shall not ex-
ceed the total amount expended (excluding
any expenditures made with Federal funds
received for the applicable project and an
amount equal to the minimum cost-share re-
quired under section 988 of the Energy Policy
Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 16352)) by the eligible
entity receiving the award for licensing costs
relating to the project for which the award is
made.

‘“(C) REPAYMENT AND DIVIDENDS NOT RE-
QUIRED.—Notwithstanding section 9104(a)(4)
of title 31, United States Code, or any other
provision of law, an eligible entity that re-
ceives an award under this subsection shall
not be required—

‘(i) to repay that award or any part of that
award; or

‘“(ii) to pay a dividend, interest, or other
similar payment based on the sum of that
award.”.

(i) REPORT ON UNIQUE LICENSING CONSIDER-
ATIONS RELATING TO THE USE OF NUCLEAR EN-
ERGY FOR NONELECTRIC APPLICATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 270 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Commission shall submit to the appropriate
committees of Congress a report (referred to
in this subsection as the ‘‘report’’) address-
ing any unique licensing issues or require-
ments relating to—

(A) the flexible operation of nuclear reac-
tors, such as ramping power output and
switching between electricity generation and
nonelectric applications;

(B) the use of advanced nuclear reactors
exclusively for nonelectric applications; and

(C) the colocation of nuclear reactors with
industrial plants or other facilities.

(2) STAKEHOLDER INPUT.—In developing the
report, the Commission shall seek input
from—

(A) the Secretary of Energy;

(B) the nuclear energy industry;

(C) technology developers;

(D) the industrial, chemical, and medical
sectors;

(E) nongovernmental organizations; and

(F) other public stakeholders.

(3) CONTENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The report shall de-
scribe—

(i) any unique licensing issues or require-
ments relating to the matters described in
subparagraphs (A) through (C) of paragraph
(1), including, with respect to the nonelectric
applications referred to in subparagraphs (A)
and (B) of that paragraph, any licensing
issues or requirements relating to the use of
nuclear energy in—

(I) hydrogen or other liquid and gaseous
fuel or chemical production;

(IT) water desalination and wastewater
treatment;

(III) heat for industrial processes;

(IV) district heating;

(V) energy storage;

(VI) industrial or medical isotope produc-
tion; and

(VII) other applications, as identified by
the Commission;

(ii) options for addressing those issues or
requirements—
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(I) within the existing regulatory frame-
work of the Commission;

(IT) as part of the technology-inclusive reg-
ulatory framework required under sub-
section (a)(4) of section 103 of the Nuclear
Energy Innovation and Modernization Act
(42 U.S.C. 2133 note; Public Law 115-439) or
described in the report required under sub-
section (e) of that section (Public Law 115—
439; 132 Stat. 5575); or

(IIT) through a new rulemaking; and

(iii) the extent to which Commission ac-
tion is needed to implement any matter de-
scribed in the report.

(B) COST ESTIMATES, BUDGETS, AND TIME-
FRAMES.—The report shall include cost esti-
mates, proposed budgets, and proposed time-
frames for implementing risk-informed and
performance-based regulatory guidance in
the licensing of nuclear reactors for nonelec-
tric applications.

(j) ENABLING PREPARATIONS FOR THE DEM-
ONSTRATION OF ADVANCED NUCLEAR REACTORS
ON DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY SITES OR CRIT-
ICAL NATIONAL SECURITY INFRASTRUCTURE
SITES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 102(b)(1)(B) of the
Nuclear Energy Innovation and Moderniza-
tion Act (42 U.S.C. 2215(b)(1)(B)) (as amended
by subsection (g)(2)) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

‘“(vi) Costs for—

““(I) activities to review and approve or dis-
approve an application for an early site per-
mit (as defined in section 52.1 of title 10,
Code of Federal Regulations (or a successor
regulation)) to demonstrate an advanced nu-
clear reactor on a Department of Energy site
or critical national security infrastructure
(as defined in section 327(d) of the John S.
McCain National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2019 (Public Law 115-232; 132
Stat. 1722)) site; and

‘“(IT) pre-application activities relating to
an early site permit (as defined in section
52.1 of title 10, Code of Federal Regulations
(or a successor regulation)) to demonstrate
an advanced nuclear reactor on a Depart-
ment of Energy site or critical national secu-
rity infrastructure (as defined in section
327(d) of the John S. McCain National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019
(Public Law 115-232; 132 Stat. 1722)) site.”’.

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by paragraph (1) shall take effect on
October 1, 2024.

(k) CLARIFICATION ON FUSION REGULA-
TION.—Section 103(a)(4) of the Nuclear En-
ergy Innovation and Modernization Act (42
U.S.C. 2133 note; Public Law 115-439) is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘“Not later’” and inserting
the following:

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘(B) EXCLUSION OF FUSION REACTORS.—For
purposes of subparagraph (A), the term ‘ad-
vanced reactor applicant’ does not include an
applicant seeking a license for a fusion reac-
tor.”.

(1) REGULATORY ISSUES FOR NUCLEAR FaA-
CILITIES AT BROWNFIELD SITES.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—

(A) BROWNFIELD SITE.—The term
“brownfield site’” has the meaning given the
term in section 101 of the Comprehensive En-
vironmental Response, Compensation, and
Liability Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601).

(B) PRODUCTION FACILITY.—The term ‘‘pro-
duction facility’ has the meaning given the
term in section 11 of the Atomic Energy Act
of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2014).

(C) RETIRED FOSSIL FUEL SITE.—The term
“retired fossil fuel site’”” means the site of 1
or more fossil fuel electric generation facili-
ties that are retired or scheduled to retire,
including multi-unit facilities that are par-
tially shut down.
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(D) UTILIZATION FACILITY.—The term ‘‘uti-
lization facility’’ has the meaning given the
term in section 11 of the Atomic Energy Act
of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2014).

(2) IDENTIFICATION OF REGULATORY ISSUES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Commission shall evaluate the extent to
which modification of regulations, guidance,
or policy is needed to enable timely licensing
reviews for, and to support the oversight of,
production facilities or utilization facilities
at brownfield sites.

(B) REQUIREMENT.—In carrying out sub-
paragraph (A), the Commission shall con-
sider how licensing reviews for production
facilities or utilization facilities at
brownfield sites may be expedited by consid-
ering matters relating to siting and oper-
ating a production facility or a utilization
facility at or near a retired fossil fuel site to
support—

(i) the reuse of existing site infrastructure,
including—

(I) electric switchyard components and
transmission infrastructure;

(IT) heat-sink components;

(III) steam cycle components;

(IV) roads;

(V) railroad access; and

(VI) water availability;

(ii) the use of early site permits;

(iii) the utilization of plant parameter en-
velopes or similar standardized site param-
eters on a portion of a larger site; and

(iv) the use of a standardized application
for similar sites.

(C) REPORT.—Not later than 14 months
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Commission shall submit to the appropriate
committees of Congress a report describing
any regulations, guidance, and policies iden-
tified under subparagraph (A).

(3) LICENSING.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Commission shall—

(i) develop and implement strategies to en-
able timely licensing reviews for, and to sup-
port the oversight of, production facilities or
utilization facilities at brownfield sites, in-
cluding retired fossil fuel sites; or

(ii) initiate a rulemaking to enable timely
licensing reviews for, and to support the
oversight of, of production facilities or utili-
zation facilities at brownfield sites, includ-
ing retired fossil fuel sites.

(B) REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out sub-
paragraph (A), consistent with the mission of
the Commission, the Commission shall con-
sider matters relating to—

(i) the use of existing site infrastructure;

(ii) existing emergency preparedness orga-
nizations and planning;

(iii) the availability of historical site-spe-
cific environmental data;

(iv) previously approved environmental re-
views required by the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et
seq.);

(v) activities associated with the potential
decommissioning of facilities or decon-
tamination and remediation at brownfield
sites; and

(vi) community engagement and historical
experience with energy production.

(4) REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Com-
mission shall submit to the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress a report describing the
actions taken by the Commission under
paragraph (3).

(m) APPALACHIAN REGIONAL COMMISSION
NUCLEAR ENERGY DEVELOPMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter I of chapter
145 of subtitle IV of title 40, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the
following:
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“§14512. Appalachian Regional Commission
nuclear energy development

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

“) BROWNFIELD SITE.—The term
‘brownfield site’ has the meaning given the
term in section 101 of the Comprehensive En-
vironmental Response, Compensation, and
Liability Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601).

‘“(2) PRODUCTION FACILITY.—The term ‘pro-
duction facility’ has the meaning given the
term in section 11 of the Atomic Energy Act
of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2014).

‘(3) RETIRED FOSSIL FUEL SITE.—The term
‘retired fossil fuel site’ means the site of 1 or
more fossil fuel electric generation facilities
that are retired or scheduled to retire, in-
cluding multi-unit facilities that are par-
tially shut down.

‘“(4) UTILIZATION FACILITY.—The term ‘uti-
lization facility’ has the meaning given the
term in section 11 of the Atomic Energy Act
of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2014).

‘““(b) AUTHORITY.—The Appalachian Re-
gional Commission may provide technical
assistance to, make grants to, enter into
contracts with, or otherwise provide
amounts to individuals or entities in the Ap-
palachian region for projects and activities—

‘(1) to conduct research and analysis re-
garding the economic impact of siting, con-
structing, and operating a production facil-
ity or a utilization facility at a brownfield
site, including a retired fossil fuel site;

‘“(2) to assist with workforce training or
retraining to perform activities relating to
the siting and operation of a production fa-
cility or a utilization facility at a brownfield
site, including a retired fossil fuel site; and

‘“(3) to engage with the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, the Department of Energy, and
other Federal agencies with expertise in civil
nuclear energy.

“(c) LIMITATION ON AVAILABLE AMOUNTS.—
Of the cost of any project or activity eligible
for a grant under this section—

“(1) except as provided in paragraphs (2)
and (3), not more than 50 percent may be pro-
vided from amounts made available to carry
out this section;

“(2) in the case of a project or activity to
be carried out in a county for which a dis-
tressed county designation is in effect under
section 14526, not more than 80 percent may
be provided from amounts made available to
carry out this section; and

““(3) in the case of a project or activity to
be carried out in a county for which an at-
risk county designation is in effect under
section 14526, not more than 70 percent may
be provided from amounts made available to
carry out this section.

“(d) SOURCES OF ASSISTANCE.—Subject to
subsection (c), a grant provided under this
section may be provided from amounts made
available to carry out this section, in com-
bination with amounts made available—

‘(1) under any other Federal program; or

‘“(2) from any other source.

‘““(e) FEDERAL SHARE.—Notwithstanding
any provision of law limiting the Federal
share under any other Federal program,
amounts made available to carry out this
section may be used to increase that Federal
share, as the Appalachian Regional Commis-
sion determines to be appropriate.’.

(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
Section 14703 of title 40, United States Code,
is amended—

(A) by redesignating subsections (e) and (f)
as subsections (f) and (g), respectively; and

(B) by inserting after subsection (d) the
following:

‘““(e) APPALACHIAN REGIONAL COMMISSION
NUCLEAR ENERGY DEVELOPMENT.—Of the
amounts made available under subsection
(a), $5,000,000 may be used to carry out sec-
tion 14512 for each of fiscal years 2023
through 2026.”.
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(3) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for
subchapter I of chapter 145 of subtitle IV of
title 40, United States Code, is amended by
striking the item relating to section 14511
and inserting the following:
¢“14511. Appalachian regional energy hub ini-

tiative.
¢“14512. Appalachian Regional Commission
nuclear energy development.”.

(n) INVESTMENT BY ALLIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The prohibitions against
issuing certain licenses for utilization facili-
ties to certain corporations and other enti-
ties described in the second sentence of sec-
tion 103 d. of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954
(42 U.S.C. 2133(d)) and the second sentence of
section 104 d. of that Act (42 U.S.C. 2134(d))
shall not apply to an entity described in
paragraph (2) if the Commission determines
that issuance of the applicable license to
that entity is not inimical to—

(A) the common defense and security; or

(B) the health and safety of the public.

(2) ENTITIES DESCRIBED.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—AnN entity referred to in
paragraph (1) is a corporation or other entity
that is owned, controlled, or dominated by—

(i) the government of—

(I) a country that is a member of the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development on the date of enactment of
this Act, subject to subparagraph (B); or

(IT) the Republic of India;

(ii) a corporation that is incorporated in a
country described in subclause (I) or (II) of
clause (i); or

(iii) an alien who is a national of a country
described in subclause (I) or (IT) of clause (i).

(B) EXCLUSION.—An entity described in
subparagraph (A)(A)(I) is not an entity re-
ferred to in paragraph (1), and paragraph (1)
shall not apply to that entity, if, on the date
of enactment of this Act—

(i) the entity (or any department, agency,
or instrumentality of the entity) is a person
subject to sanctions under section 231 of the
Countering America’s Adversaries Through
Sanctions Act (22 U.S.C. 9525); or

(ii) any citizen of the entity, or any entity
organized under the laws of, or otherwise
subject to the jurisdiction of, the entity, is a
person subject to sanctions under that sec-
tion.

(3) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.—Section 103 d.
of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C.
2133(d)) is amended, in the second sentence,
by striking ‘‘any any’ and inserting ‘‘any’’.

(4) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this sub-
section affects the requirements of section
721 of the Defense Production Act of 1950 (50
U.S.C. 4565).

(0) EXTENSION OF THE PRICE-ANDERSON
AcT.—

(1) EXTENSION.—Section 170 of the Atomic
Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2210) (com-
monly known as the ‘“‘Price-Anderson Act’)
is amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 2025
each place it appears and inserting ‘‘Decem-
ber 31, 2045°.

(2) LIABILITY.—Section 170 of the Atomic
Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2210) (com-
monly known as the ‘“‘Price-Anderson Act’)
is amended—

(A) in subsection d. (5), by striking
‘$500,000,000" and inserting $2,000,000,000";
and

(B) in subsection e. (4), by striking
¢‘$500,000,000’" and inserting ‘‘$2,000,000,000.

(3) REPORT.—Section 170 p. of the Atomic
Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2210(p)) (com-
monly known as the ‘“‘Price-Anderson Act’)
is amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 2021’
and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2041,

(4) DEFINITION OF NUCLEAR INCIDENT.—Sec-
tion 11 q. of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954
(42 U.S.C. 2014(q)) is amended, in the second
proviso, by striking ‘‘if such occurrence’ and
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all that follows through ‘United States:”
and inserting a colon.

(p) REPORT ON ADVANCED METHODS OF MAN-
UFACTURING AND CONSTRUCTION FOR NUCLEAR
ENERGY APPLICATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Commission shall submit to the appropriate
committees of Congress a report (referred to
in this subsection as the ‘“‘report’’) on manu-
facturing and construction for nuclear en-
ergy applications.

(2) STAKEHOLDER INPUT.—In developing the
report, the Commission shall seek input
from—

(A) the Secretary of Energy;

(B) the nuclear energy industry;

(C) National Laboratories;

(D) institutions of higher education;

(E) nuclear and manufacturing technology
developers;

(F) the manufacturing and construction in-
dustries, including manufacturing and con-
struction companies with operating facilities
in the United States;

(G) standards development organizations;

(H) labor unions;

(I) nongovernmental organizations; and

(J) other public stakeholders.

(3) CONTENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The report shall—

(i) examine any unique licensing issues or
requirements relating to the use of innova-
tive—

(I) advanced manufacturing processes;

(IT) advanced construction techniques; and

(IIT) rapid improvement or iterative inno-
vation processes;

(ii) examine—

(I) the requirements for nuclear-grade
components in manufacturing and construc-
tion for nuclear energy applications;

(IT) opportunities to use standard mate-
rials, parts, or components in manufacturing
and construction for nuclear energy applica-
tions;

(ITIT) opportunities to use standard mate-
rials that are in compliance with existing
codes to provide acceptable approaches to
support or encapsulate new materials that
do not yet have applicable codes; and

(IV) requirements relating to the transport
of a fueled advanced nuclear reactor core
from a manufacturing licensee to a licensee
that holds a license to construct and operate
a facility at a particular site;

(iii) identify any safety aspects of innova-
tive advanced manufacturing processes and
advanced construction techniques that are
not addressed by existing codes and stand-
ards, so that generic guidance may be up-
dated or created, as necessary;

(iv) identify options for addressing the
issues, requirements, and opportunities ex-
amined under clauses (i) and (ii)—

(I) within the existing regulatory frame-
work; or

(IT) through a new rulemaking;

(v) identify how addressing the issues, re-
quirements, and opportunities examined
under clauses (i) and (ii) will impact oppor-
tunities for domestic nuclear manufacturing
and construction developers; and

(vi) describe the extent to which Commis-
sion action is needed to implement any mat-
ter described in the report.

(B) COST ESTIMATES, BUDGETS, AND TIME-
FRAMES.—The report shall include cost esti-
mates, proposed budgets, and proposed time-
frames for implementing risk-informed and
performance-based regulatory guidance for
manufacturing and construction for nuclear
energy applications.

(@) NUCLEAR ENERGY TRAINEESHIP.—Sec-
tion 313 of division C of the Omnibus Appro-
priations Act, 2009 (42 U.S.C. 16274a), is
amended—
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(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘Nuclear
Regulatory’’;

(2) in subsection (b)(1), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘and
subsection (c)”’ after ‘‘paragraph (2)’’;

(3) in subsection (c)—

(A) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (5); and

(B) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting
the following:

‘(1) ADVANCED NUCLEAR REACTOR.—The
term ‘advanced nuclear reactor’ has the
meaning given the term in section 951(b) of
the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C.
16271(b)).

‘“(2) CoMMISSION.—The term ‘Commission’
means the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

¢(3) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—
The term ‘institution of higher education’
has the meaning given the term in section 2
of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C.
15801).

“‘(4) NATIONAL LABORATORY.—The term ‘Na-
tional Laboratory’ has the meaning given
the term in section 951(b) of the Energy Pol-
icy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 16271(b)).”’;

(4) in subsection (d)(2), by striking ‘Nu-
clear Regulatory’’;

(5) by redesignating subsections (c¢) and (d)
as subsections (d) and (e), respectively; and

(6) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing:

“(c) NUCLEAR ENERGY TRAINEESHIP SUB-
PROGRAM.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall
establish, as a subprogram of the Program, a
nuclear energy traineeship subprogram
under which the Commission, in coordina-
tion with institutions of higher education
and trade schools, shall competitively award
traineeships that provide focused training to
meet critical mission needs of the Commis-
sion and nuclear workforce needs, including
needs relating to the nuclear tradecraft
workforce.

‘(2) REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out the
nuclear energy traineeship subprogram de-
scribed in paragraph (1), the Commission
shall—

‘“(A) coordinate with the Secretary of En-
ergy to prioritize the funding of traineeships
that focus on—

‘(i) nuclear workforce needs; and

““(ii) critical mission needs of the Commis-
sion;

‘(B) encourage appropriate partnerships
among—

‘(i) National Laboratories;

‘“(ii) institutions of higher education;

“‘(iii) trade schools;

‘“(iv) the nuclear energy industry; and

‘“(v) other entities, as the Commission de-
termines to be appropriate; and

‘“(C) on an annual basis, evaluate nuclear
workforce needs for the purpose of imple-
menting traineeships in focused topical
areas that—

‘(i) address the workforce needs of the nu-
clear energy community; and

‘“(ii) support critical mission needs of the
Commission.”.

(r) REPORT ON COMMISSION READINESS AND
CAPACITY TO LICENSE ADDITIONAL CONVERSION
AND ENRICHMENT CAPACITY TO REDUCE RELI-
ANCE ON URANIUM FROM RUSSIA.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Commission shall submit to the appropriate
committees of Congress a report on the read-
iness and capacity of the Commission to li-
cense additional conversion and enrichment
capacity at existing and new fuel cycle fa-
cilities to reduce reliance on nuclear fuel
that is recovered, converted, enriched, or
fabricated by an entity that—

(A) is owned or controlled by the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation; or
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(B) is organized under the laws of, or other-
wise subject to the jurisdiction of, the Rus-
sian Federation.

(2) CONTENTS.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall analyze how the capacity
of the Commission to license additional con-
version and enrichment capacity at existing
and new fuel cycle facilities may conflict
with or restrict the readiness of the Commis-
sion to review advanced nuclear reactor ap-
plications.

(8) ANNUAL REPORT ON THE SPENT NUCLEAR
FUEL AND HIGH-LEVEL RADIOACTIVE WASTE
INVENTORY IN THE UNITED STATES.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) HIGH-LEVEL RADIOACTIVE WASTE.—The
term ‘‘high-level radioactive waste’’ has the
meaning given the term in section 2 of the
Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982 (42 U.S.C.
10101).

(B) SPENT NUCLEAR FUEL.—The term ‘‘spent
nuclear fuel” has the meaning given the
term in section 2 of the Nuclear Waste Pol-
icy Act of 1982 (42 U.S.C. 10101).

(C) STANDARD CONTRACT.—The term
‘“‘standard contract’ has the meaning given
the term ‘‘contract” in section 961.3 of title
10, Code of Federal Regulations (or a suc-
cessor regulation).

(2) REPORT.—Not later than January 1,
2025, and annually thereafter, the Secretary
of Energy shall submit to Congress a report
that describes—

(A) the annual and cumulative amount of
payments made by the United States to the
holder of a standard contract due to a partial
breach of contract under the Nuclear Waste
Policy Act of 1982 (42 U.S.C. 10101 et seq.) re-
sulting in financial damages to the holder;

(B) the cumulative amount spent by the
Department of Energy since fiscal year 2008
to reduce future payments projected to be
made by the United States to any holder of
a standard contract due to a partial breach
of contract under the Nuclear Waste Policy
Act of 1982 (42 U.S.C. 10101 et seq.);

(C) the cumulative amount spent by the
Department of Energy to store, manage, and
dispose of spent nuclear fuel and high-level
radioactive waste in the United States as of
the date of the report;

(D) the projected lifecycle costs to store,
manage, transport, and dispose of the pro-
jected inventory of spent nuclear fuel and
high-level radioactive waste in the United
States, including spent nuclear fuel and
high-level radioactive waste expected to be
generated from existing reactors through
2050;

(E) any mechanisms for better accounting
of liabilities for the lifecycle costs of the
spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive
waste inventory in the United States;

(F) any recommendations for improving
the methods used by the Department of En-
ergy for the accounting of spent nuclear fuel
and high-level radioactive waste costs and li-
abilities;

(G) any actions taken in the previous fiscal
year by the Department of Energy with re-
spect to interim storage; and

(H) any activities taken in the previous fis-
cal year by the Department of Energy to de-
velop and deploy nuclear technologies and
fuels that enhance the safe transportation or
storage of spent nuclear fuel or high-level ra-
dioactive waste, including technologies to
protect against seismic, flooding, and other
extreme weather events.

(t) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR
SUPERFUND ACTIONS AT ABANDONED MINING
SITES ON TRIBAL LAND.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) ELIGIBLE NON-NPL SITE.—The term ‘‘el-
igible non-NPL site’” means a site—

(i) that is not on the National Priorities
List; but
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(ii) with respect to which the Adminis-
trator determines that—

(I) the site would be eligible for listing on
the National Priorities List based on the
presence of hazards from contamination at
the site, applying the hazard ranking system
described in section 105(c) of the Comprehen-
sive Environmental Response, Compensa-
tion, and Liability Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C.
9605(c)); and

(IT) for removal site evaluations, engineer-
ing evaluations/cost analyses, remedial plan-
ning activities, remedial investigations and
feasibility studies, and other actions taken
pursuant to section 104(b) of that Act (42
U.S.C. 9604), the site—

(aa) has undergone a pre-CERCLA screen-
ing; and

(bb) is included in the Superfund Enter-
prise Management System.

(B) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian
Tribe” has the meaning given the term in
section 4 of the Indian Self-Determination
and Education Assistance Act (256 U.S.C.
5304).

(C) NATIONAL PRIORITIES LIST.—The term
‘“National Priorities List’’ means the Na-
tional Priorities List developed by the Presi-
dent in accordance with section 105(a)(8)(B)
of the Comprehensive Environmental Re-
sponse, Compensation, and Liability Act of
1980 (42 U.S.C. 9605(2)(8)(B)).

(D) REMEDIAL ACTION; REMOVAL; RE-
SPONSE.—The terms ‘‘remedial action”, ‘‘re-
moval”’, and ‘“‘response’” have the meanings
given those terms in section 101 of the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response, Com-
pensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (42
U.S.C. 9601).

(E) TRIBAL LAND.—The term ‘‘Tribal land”
has the meaning given the term ‘‘Indian
country’ in section 1151 of title 18, United
States Code.

(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated for
each of fiscal years 2023 through 2032, to re-
main available until expended—

(A) $97,000,000 to the Administrator to
carry out this subsection (except for para-
graph (4)); and

(B) $3,000,000 to the Administrator of the
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease
Registry to carry out paragraph (4).

(3) USES OF AMOUNTS.—Amounts appro-
priated under paragraph (2)(A) shall be used
by the Administrator—

(A) to carry out removal actions on aban-
doned mine land located on Tribal land;

(B) to carry out response actions, including
removal and remedial planning activities, re-
moval and remedial studies, remedial ac-
tions, and other actions taken pursuant to
section 104(b) of the Comprehensive Environ-
mental Response, Compensation, and Liabil-
ity Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9604(b)) on aban-
doned mine land located on Tribal land at—

(i) eligible non-NPL sites; and

(ii) sites listed on the National Priorities
List; and

(C) to make grants under paragraph (5).

(4) HEALTH ASSESSMENTS.—Subject to the
availability of appropriations, the Agency
for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry,
in coordination with Tribal health authori-
ties, shall perform 1 or more health assess-
ments at each eligible non-NPL site that is
located on Tribal land, in accordance with
section 104(i)(6) of the Comprehensive Envi-
ronmental Response, Compensation, and Li-
ability Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9604(i)(6)).

(5) TRIBAL GRANTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may
use amounts appropriated under paragraph
(2)(A) to make grants to eligible entities de-
scribed in subparagraph (B) for the purposes
described in subparagraph (C).
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(B) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES DESCRIBED.—An eli-
gible entity referred to in subparagraph (A)
is—

(i) the governing body of an Indian Tribe;
or

(ii) a legally established organization of In-
dians that—

(I) is controlled, sanctioned, or chartered
by the governing bodies of 2 or more Indian
Tribes to be served, or that is democratically
elected by the adult members of the Indian
community to be served, by that organiza-
tion; and

(IT) includes the maximum participation of
Indians in all phases of the activities of that
organization.

(C) USE OF GRANT FUNDS.—A grant under
this paragraph shall be used—

(i) in accordance with the second sentence
of section 117(e)(1) of the Comprehensive En-
vironmental Response, Compensation, and
Liability Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9617(e)(1));

(ii) for obtaining technical assistance in
carrying out response actions under clause
(iii); or

(iii) for carrying out response actions, if
the Administrator determines that the In-
dian Tribe has the capability to carry out
any or all of those response actions in ac-
cordance with the criteria and priorities es-
tablished pursuant to section 105(a)(8) of the
Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (42
U.S.C. 9605(a)(8)).

(D) APPLICATIONS.—An eligible entity de-
siring a grant under this paragraph shall
submit to the Administrator an application
at such time, in such manner, and con-
taining such information as the Adminis-
trator may require.

(E) LIMITATIONS.—A grant under this para-
graph shall be governed by the rules, proce-
dures, and limitations described in section
117(e)(2) of the Comprehensive Environ-
mental Response, Compensation, and Liabil-
ity Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9617(e)(2)), except
that—

(i) ‘“‘Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency’ shall be substituted for
‘“President’ each place it appears in that
section; and

(ii) in the first sentence of that section,
‘‘under subsection (t) of the ADVANCE Act
of 2023’ shall be substituted for ‘‘under this
subsection’.

(6) STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS.—If a remedial
action described in paragraph (3)(B) is sched-
uled at an eligible non-NPL site, no action
may be commenced for damages (as defined
in section 101 of the Comprehensive Environ-
mental Response, Compensation, and Liabil-
ity Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601)) with respect
to that eligible non-NPL site unless the ac-
tion is commenced within the timeframe
provided for such actions with respect to fa-
cilities on the National Priorities List in the
first sentence of the matter following sub-
paragraph (B) of section 113(g)(1) of that Act
(42 U.S.C. 9613(g)(1)).

() COORDINATION.—The Administrator
shall coordinate with the Indian Tribe on
whose land the applicable site is located in—

(A) selecting and prioritizing sites for re-
sponse actions under subparagraphs (A) and
(B) of paragraph (3); and

(B) carrying out those response actions.

(u) DEVELOPMENT, QUALIFICATION, AND LI-
CENSING OF ADVANCED NUCLEAR FUEL CON-
CEPTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall es-
tablish an initiative to enhance preparedness
and coordination with respect to the quali-
fication and licensing of advanced nuclear
fuel.

(2) AGENCY COORDINATION.—Not later than
180 days after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Commission and the Secretary of
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Energy shall enter into a memorandum of
understanding—

(A) to share technical expertise and knowl-
edge through—

(i) enabling the testing and demonstration
of accident tolerant fuels for existing com-
mercial nuclear reactors and advanced nu-
clear reactor fuel concepts to be proposed
and funded, in whole or in part, by the pri-
vate sector;

(ii) operating a database to store and share
data and knowledge relevant to nuclear
science and engineering between Federal
agencies and the private sector;

(iii) leveraging expertise with respect to
safety analysis and research relating to ad-
vanced nuclear fuel; and

(iv) enabling technical staff to actively ob-
serve and learn about technologies, with an
emphasis on identification of additional in-
formation needed with respect to advanced
nuclear fuel; and

(B) to ensure that—

(i) the Department of Energy has sufficient
technical expertise to support the timely re-
search, development, demonstration, and
commercial application of advanced nuclear
fuel;

(ii) the Commission has sufficient tech-
nical expertise to support the evaluation of
applications for licenses, permits, and design
certifications and other requests for regu-
latory approval for advanced nuclear fuel;

(iii)(I) the Department of Energy main-
tains and develops the facilities necessary to
enable the timely research, development,
demonstration, and commercial application
by the civilian nuclear industry of advanced
nuclear fuel; and

(IT) the Commission has access to the fa-
cilities described in subclause (I), as needed;
and

(iv) the Commission consults, as appro-
priate, with the modeling and simulation ex-
perts at the Office of Nuclear Energy of the
Department of Energy, at the National Lab-
oratories, and within industry fuel vendor
teams in cooperative agreements with the
Department of Energy to leverage physics-
based computer modeling and simulation ca-
pabilities.

(3) REPORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Commission shall submit to the appropriate
committees of Congress a report describing
the efforts of the Commission under para-
graph (1), including—

(i) an assessment of the preparedness of the
Commission to review and qualify for use—

(I) accident tolerant fuel;

(IT) ceramic cladding materials;

(IIT) fuels containing silicon carbide;

(IV) high-assay, low-enriched uranium
fuels;

(V) molten-salt based liquid fuels;

(VI) fuels derived from spent nuclear fuel
or depleted uranium; and

(VII) other related fuel concepts, as deter-
mined by the Commission;

(ii) activities planned or undertaken under
the memorandum of understanding described
in paragraph (2);

(iii) an accounting of the areas of research
needed with respect to advanced nuclear
fuel; and

(iv) any other challenges or considerations
identified by the Commission.

(B) CONSULTATION.—In developing the re-
port under subparagraph (A), the Commis-
sion shall seek input from—

(i) the Secretary of Energy;

(ii) National Laboratories;

(iii) the nuclear energy industry;

(iv) technology developers;

(v) nongovernmental organizations; and

(vi) other public stakeholders.

(v) COMMISSION WORKFORCE.—
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(1) DEFINITION OF CHAIRMAN.—In this sub-
section, the term ‘‘Chairman’ means the
Chairman of the Commission.

(2) HIRING BONUS AND APPOINTMENT AUTHOR-
ITY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section
161 d. of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42
U.S.C. 2201(d)), any provision of Reorganiza-
tion Plan No. 1 of 1980 (94 Stat. 3585; 5 U.S.C.
app.), and any provision of title 5, United
States Code, governing appointments and
General Schedule classification and pay
rates, the Chairman may, subject to the lim-
itations described in subparagraph (C), and
without regard to the civil service laws—

(i) establish the positions described in sub-
paragraph (B); and

(ii) appoint persons to the positions estab-
lished under clause (i).

(B) POSITIONS DESCRIBED.—The positions
referred to in subparagraph (A)(i) are—

(i) permanent or term-limited positions
with highly specialized scientific, engineer-
ing, and technical competencies to address a
critical licensing or regulatory oversight
need for the Commission, including—

(I) health physicist;

(IT) reactor operations engineer;

(ITII) human factors analyst or engineer;

(IV) risk and reliability analyst or engi-
neer;

(V) licensing project manager;

(VI) reactor engineer for severe accidents;

(VII) geotechnical engineer;

(VIII) structural engineer;

(IX) reactor systems engineer;

(X) reactor engineer;

(XI) radiation scientist;

(XTII) seismic engineer; and

(XIII) electronics engineer; or

(ii) permanent or term-limited positions to
be filled by exceptionally well-qualified indi-
viduals that the Chairman, subject to para-
graph (5), determines are necessary to fulfill
the mission of the Commission.

(C) LIMITATIONS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Appointments under sub-
paragraph (A)(ii) may be made to not more
than—

(ID(aa) 15 permanent positions described in
subparagraph (B)(i) during fiscal year 2024;
and

(bb) 10 permanent positions described in
subparagraph (B)(i) during each fiscal year
thereafter;

(IT)(aa) 15 term-limited positions described
in subparagraph (B)(i) during fiscal year 2024;
and

(bb) 10 term-limited positions described in
subparagraph (B)(i) during each fiscal year
thereafter;

(IIT)(aa) 15 permanent positions described
in subparagraph (B)(ii) during fiscal year
2024; and

(bb) 10 permanent positions described in
subparagraph (B)(ii) during each fiscal year
thereafter; and

(IV)(aa) 15 term-limited positions described
in subparagraph (B)(ii) during fiscal year
2024; and

(bb) 10 term-limited positions described in
subparagraph (B)(ii) during each fiscal year
thereafter.

(ii) TERM OF TERM-LIMITED APPOINTMENT.—
If a person is appointed to a term-limited po-
sition described in clause (i) or (ii) of sub-
paragraph (B), the term of that appointment
shall not exceed 4 years.

(iii) STAFF POSITIONS.—Subject to para-
graph (5), appointments made to positions
established under this paragraph shall be to
a range of staff positions that are of entry,
mid, and senior levels, to the extent prac-
ticable.

(D) HIRING BONUS.—The Commission may
pay a person appointed under subparagraph
(A) a 1-time hiring bonus in an amount not
to exceed the least of—
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(1) $25,000;

(ii) the amount equal to 15 percent of the
annual rate of basic pay of the employee; and

(iii) the amount of the limitation that is
applicable for a calendar year under section
5307(a)(1) of title 5, United States Code.

(3) COMPENSATION AND APPOINTMENT AU-
THORITY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section
161 d. of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42
U.S.C. 2201(d)), any provision of Reorganiza-
tion Plan No. 1 of 1980 (94 Stat. 3585; 5 U.S.C.
app.), and chapter 51, and subchapter III of
chapter 53, of title 5, United States Code, the
Chairman, subject to the limitations de-
scribed in subparagraph (C) and without re-
gard to the civil service laws, may—

(i) establish and fix the rates of basic pay
for the positions described in subparagraph
(B); and

(ii) appoint persons to the positions estab-
lished under clause (i).

(B) POSITIONS DESCRIBED.—The positions
referred to in subparagraph (A)(i) are—

(i) positions with highly specialized sci-
entific, engineering, and technical com-
petencies to address a critical need for the
Commission, including—

(I) health physicist;

(IT) reactor operations engineer;

(ITII) human factors analyst or engineer;

(IV) risk and reliability analyst or engi-
neer;

(V) licensing project manager;

(VI) reactor engineer for severe accidents;

(VII) geotechnical engineer;

(VIII) structural engineer;

(IX) reactor systems engineer;

(X) reactor engineer;

(XI) radiation scientist;

(XII) seismic engineer; and

(XIII) electronics engineer; or

(ii) positions to be filled by exceptionally
well-qualified persons that the Chairman,
subject to paragraph (5), determines are nec-
essary to fulfill the mission of the Commis-
sion.

(C) LIMITATIONS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The annual rate of basic
pay for a position described in subparagraph
(B) may not exceed the per annum rate of
salary payable for level IIT of the Executive
Schedule under section 5314 of title 5, United
States Code.

(ii) NUMBER OF POSITIONS.—Appointments
under subparagraph (A)(ii) may be made to
not more than—

(I) 10 positions described in subparagraph
(B)(i) per fiscal year, not to exceed a total of
50 positions; and

(IT) 10 positions described in subparagraph
(B)(ii) per fiscal year, not to exceed a total of
50 positions.

(D) PERFORMANCE BONUS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clauses (ii) and
(iii), an employee may be paid a 1-time per-
formance bonus in an amount not to exceed
the least of—

(I) $25,000;

(IT) the amount equal to 15 percent of the
annual rate of basic pay of the person; and

(III) the amount of the limitation that is
applicable for a calendar year under section
5307(a)(1) of title 5, United States Code.

(ii) PERFORMANCE.—Any 1-time perform-
ance bonus under clause (i) shall be made to
a person who demonstrated exceptional per-
formance in the applicable fiscal year, in-
cluding—

(I) leading a project team in a timely, effi-
cient, and predictable licensing review to en-
able the safe use of nuclear technology;

(IT) making significant contributions to a
timely, efficient, and predictable licensing
review to enable the safe use of nuclear tech-
nology;

(III) the resolution of novel or first-of-a-
kind regulatory issues;
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(IV) developing or implementing licensing
or regulatory oversight processes to improve
the effectiveness of the Commission; and

(V) other performance, as determined by
the Chairman, subject to paragraph (5).

(iii) LIMITATIONS.—The Commission may
pay a 1-time performance bonus under clause
(i) for not more than 15 persons per fiscal
year, and a person who receives a 1-time per-
formance bonus under that clause may not
receive another 1-time performance bonus
under that clause for a period of 5 years
thereafter.

(4) ANNUAL SOLICITATION FOR NUCLEAR REG-
ULATOR APPRENTICESHIP NETWORK APPLICA-
TIONS.—The Chairman, on an annual basis,
shall solicit applications for the Nuclear
Regulator Apprenticeship Network.

() APPLICATION OF MERIT SYSTEM PRIN-
CIPLES.—To the maximum extent prac-
ticable, appointments under paragraphs
(2)(A) and (3)(A) and any 1-time performance
bonus under paragraph (3)(D) shall b