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Whereas, on January 1, 1993, the Czech Re-
public and the Slovak Republic were for-
mally created as independent nation states
after the peaceful dissolution of Czecho-
slovakia;

Whereas the Czech Republic and the Slo-
vak Republic, owing to substantial support
from the United States, joined the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization (NATO) on March
12, 1999, and March 29, 2004, respectively, and
have made significant contributions to col-
lective defense and the operations of NATO
as well as international coalitions led by the
United States around the world;

Whereas the Czech Republic and Slovak
Republic continue to demonstrate their
strong commitment to advancing democ-
racy, free trade, respect for human rights,
international peace and security, and the
rules-based international order through their
membership in the European Union and
other international organizations;

Whereas the peoples of the United States,
the Czech Republic, and the Slovak Republic
have forged a special relationship based on
their shared historic ties, mutual respect,
close cooperation, and the shared values of
democracy, free trade, respect for human
rights, international peace and security, and
the rules-based international order;

Whereas, in 2023, the Czech Republic and
the Slovak Republic are celebrating the 30th
anniversary of the National Guard State
Partnership Program with the National
Guards of Texas, Nebraska, and Indiana, a
program which has contributed to military
readiness and interoperability between the
United States, the Czech Republic, and the
Slovak Republic;

Whereas the United States, the Czech Re-
public, and the Slovak Republic stand united
in support of the people and Government of
Ukraine against Russia’s unjustified and
unprovoked invasion of Ukraine; and

Whereas the United States, the Czech Re-
public, and the Slovak Republic are major
contributors to political, humanitarian, eco-
nomic, and military assistance to Ukraine:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commends the peoples of the Czech Re-
public and the Slovak Republic for over-
throwing totalitarian communist rule in 1989
and asserting their right to self-determina-
tion and affirming their allegiance to the
values of democracy, free-market economics,
and respect for human rights through the
peaceful, nonviolent Velvet Revolution;

(2) celebrates the lasting contributions of
the Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic
to science, the arts, culture, music, lit-
erature, politics, trade, and international af-
fairs;

(3) applauds the achievements of the Czech
Republic and the Slovak Republic in build-
ing free, open, democratic, and prosperous
societies over the past 30 years;

(4) congratulates the peoples of the Czech
Republic and the Slovak Republic on the
30th anniversary of their independence and
the 105th anniversary of diplomatic relations
between the United States, the Czech Repub-
lic, and the Slovak Republic;

(6) congratulates the Czech Republic and
the Slovak Republic for their leadership in
the European Union;

(6) expresses gratitude for the solidarity of
the Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic
as they stand in solidarity with the people of
Ukraine in their fight against Russia’s bru-
tal, unprovoked, and illegal invasion;

[@)) reaffirms the historical and
transnational ties that bind together the
countries and peoples of the Czech Republic,
the Slovak Republic, and the United States
as freedom-loving peoples and members of
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization;
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(8) recognizes the importance of the United
States, the Czech Republic, and the Slovak
Republic partnership, as long-standing part-
ners and as NATO allies, in addressing com-
mon threats and challenges, including in the
areas of climate change, energy security, ad-
vanced technologies, cyber security, and re-
silience to disinformation and hybrid
threats;

(9) applauds the commitment of the Czech
Republic and the Slovak Republic to spend
two percent of their gross domestic products
on defense by 2024, an important commit-
ment they have made as NATO allies; and

(10) expresses the United States commit-
ment to further strengthen transatlantic
ties and regional security through NATO,
supports a faster pace of modernization of
the Czech and Slovak armed forces in light
of the clear threat to transatlantic peace and
security posed by Russia’s aggression in
Ukraine, and reaffirms commitment to con-
tinue working to address new and emerging
threats to our security, including the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, the Russian Federa-
tion, and other authoritarian actors.

———
SENATE RESOLUTION  343—SUP-
PORTING THE DESIGNATION OF
SEPTEMBER 17, 2023, AS ‘NA-
TIONAL PHYSICIAN SUICIDE
AWARENESS DAY” TO RAISE

AWARENESS OF, AND PROMOTE
A NATIONAL DISCUSSION ABOUT,
PHYSICIAN SUICIDE AND TO RE-
DUCE THE STIGMA OF MENTAL
HEALTH ISSUES

Ms. STABENOW (for herself, Mr.
KAINE, and Mr. REED) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions:

Whereas physicians work under intense
pressure and are exposed to trauma on the
job;

Whereas the risk of suicide within the
medical profession is among the highest
rates of any occupation;

Whereas each year in the United States
roughly 300 to 400 physicians die by suicide;

Whereas the suicide rate—

(1) among male physicians is 1.41 times
higher than the general male population; and

(2) among female physicians is even more
pronounced, being 2.27 times higher than the
general female population;

Whereas difficult working conditions, bur-
densome administrative tasks, long hours,
grief over losing patients, and watching the
families of patients suffer add a layer of ex-
treme stress for many frontline workers;

Whereas mental health and physical health
are equally important components of overall
health;

Whereas there are structural barriers in
place that discourage self-care and mental
health help-seeking behaviors among physi-
cians; and

Whereas a day of public awareness and edu-
cation campaigns is held on September 17
each year to shine a light on the tragedy of
physician suicide: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goal of National Physician
Suicide Awareness Day to bring national at-
tention to the mental health crisis affecting
physicians in the United States;

(2) dedicates a day of reflection to honor
the memory of physicians who have died by
suicide;

(3) recognizes the need for greater research
into understanding and addressing the issues
surrounding physician suicide, including the
barriers to treatment, help-seeking behav-
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iors to address burnout, and mental care op-
tions to prevent physician suicide; and

(4) encourages the President to issue a
proclamation calling on the people of the
United States to observe National Physician
Suicide Awareness Day with appropriate
awareness and educational activities.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION 344—URGING
ALL MEMBERS OF THE NORTH
ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZA-
TION TO SPEND A MINIMUM OF 2
PERCENT OF GROSS DOMESTIC
PRODUCT ON DEFENSE

Mr. KENNEDY (for himself and Mr.
MANCHIN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 344

Whereas, in 2006, member countries of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (com-
monly known as ‘“NATO”) first agreed to
spend 2 percent of gross domestic product on
defense;

Whereas, in 2014 at the NATO Summit in
Wales, all member countries once again com-
mitted to maintain or move toward meeting
the 2-percent defense spending minimum
within 10 years;

Whereas, by 2022, only 11 member countries
met the 2-percent minimum, including the
United States and the United XKingdom,
which were the only 2 major economies;

Whereas many member countries issued
statements pledging to meet the 2-percent
minimum following the invasion of Ukraine
by the Russian Federation, yet many mem-
ber countries are projected to not reach the
minimum until as late as 2035; and

Whereas, despite increased spending by
some member countries, the United States,
which accounts for more than 50 percent of
the combined gross domestic product of
NATO, ultimately pays 70 percent of the
combined defense expenditures of NATO:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) agrees that the lack of sufficient
progress towards 2-percent gross domestic
product defense spending by member coun-
tries of the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion (commonly known as “NATO”) is politi-
cally and economically unsustainable;

(2) views the failure of many of United
States allies, including some of the largest
member countries of NATO, to meet the 2-
percent defense spending minimum has the
potential—

(A) to undermine support for NATO by the
people of the United States;

(B) to severely limit the ability of coun-
tries in Europe to contribute to a shared in-
terest in defending against the Russian Fed-
eration; and

(C) to become a source of long-term insta-
bility in Europe and frustration for tax-
payers in the United States;

(3) commends member countries, such as
the United Kingdom, Germany, and France,
whose individual contributions constitute 10
percent or more of the NATO direct funding
and programs budget;

(4) commends member countries that have
contributed significant weapons and equip-
ment at substantial individual cost in sup-
port of Ukraine against the unprovoked in-
vasion of Ukraine and the morally reprehen-
sible destruction of civilian lives and infra-
structure by the Russian Federation;

(6) commends member countries, such as
Greece, the United Kingdom, Finland, Po-
land, Estonia, Lithuania, Hungary, Romania,
and Slovakia, that have taken strides to ei-
ther meet or exceed the spending commit-
ment; and
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(6) urges all member countries to prioritize
defense spending and to meet their obliga-
tions to NATO.

SENATE RESOLUTION  345—SUP-
PORTING THE DESIGNATION OF

SEPTEMBER 15, 2023, AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL  CONCUSSION AWARE-
NESS DAY”

Ms. HASSAN (for herself, Mrs. CAP-
1TO, and Mr. CASEY) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 345

Whereas mild traumatic brain injury, oth-
erwise known as a concussion, is an impor-
tant health concern for children, teens, and
adults;

Whereas, according to information from
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion—

(1) there are as many as 1,600,000 to
3,800,000 sports-related concussions annually;

(2) as many as 5,300,000 individuals live
with the long-term effects of a traumatic
brain injury;

(3) between 2010 and 2016, an estimated
2,000,000 children under age 18 visited an
emergency department because of a trau-
matic brain injury sustained during sports-
or recreation-related activities;

(4) each year an estimated 283,000 children
seek care in emergency departments in the
United States for a sports- or recreation-re-
lated traumatic brain injury, with traumatic
brain injuries sustained in contact sports ac-
counting for approximately 45 percent of
those visits;

(5) research suggests that many children
with a traumatic brain injury do not seek
care in emergency departments or do not
seek care at all, resulting in a significant un-
derestimate of prevalence; and

(6) approximately 15 percent of all high
school students in the United States self-re-
ported 1 or more sports- or recreation-re-
lated concussions within the preceding 12
months;

Whereas the seriousness of concussions
should not be minimized in athletics, and re-
turn-to-play and return-to-learn protocols
can help ensure recovery;

Whereas concussions can affect physical,
mental, and social health, and a greater
awareness and understanding of proper diag-
nosis and management of concussions is crit-
ical to improved outcomes; and

Whereas the Senate can raise awareness
about concussions among the medical com-
munity and the public: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of September
15, 2023, as ‘‘National Concussion Awareness
Day’’;

(2) recognizes that mild traumatic brain
injury, otherwise known as a concussion, is
an important health concern;

(3) commends the organizations and indi-
viduals that raise awareness about mild
traumatic brain injury;

(4) encourages Federal, State, and local
policymakers to work together—

(A) to raise awareness about the effects of
concussions; and

(B) to improve the understanding of proper
diagnosis and management of concussions;
and

(5) encourages further research and preven-
tion efforts to ensure that fewer individuals
experience the most adverse effects of mild
traumatic brain injury.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 1194. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed to amendment SA
1092 proposed by Mrs. MURRAY (for herself
and Ms. COLLINS) to the bill H.R. 4366, mak-
ing appropriations for military construction,
the Department of Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2024, and for other purposes; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1195. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed to amendment SA
1092 proposed by Mrs. MURRAY (for herself
and Ms. COLLINS) to the bill H.R. 4366, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1196. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed to amendment SA
1092 proposed by Mrs. MURRAY (for herself
and Ms. COLLINS) to the bill H.R. 4366, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1197. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed to amendment SA
1092 proposed by Mrs. MURRAY (for herself
and Ms. COLLINS) to the bill H.R. 4366, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1198. Mr. CRAMER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1092 proposed by Mrs. MUR-
RAY (for herself and Ms. COLLINS) to the bill
H.R. 4366, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 1199. Mr. WELCH (for himself, Mr.
SANDERS, Ms. HASSAN, and Mrs. SHAHEEN)
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 1092 proposed by
Mrs. MURRAY (for herself and Ms. COLLINS) to
the bill H.R. 4366, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 12000 Mr. HAWLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1092 proposed by Mrs. MUR-
RAY (for herself and Ms. COLLINS) to the bill
H.R. 4366, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 1201. Mr. KENNEDY (for himself, Mr.
MORAN, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. DAINES, Mr. CRAMER,
and Mr. ROUNDS) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed to amendment SA
1092 proposed by Mrs. MURRAY (for herself
and Ms. COLLINS) to the bill H.R. 4366, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1202. Mr. REED submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 1092 proposed by Mrs. MURRAY (for herself
and Ms. COLLINS) to the bill H.R. 4366, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1203. Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and
Mr. MORAN) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill H.R.
4366, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 1204. Mr. BOOZMAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 4366, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 1205. Mrs. MURRAY proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 1092 proposed
by Mrs. MURRAY (for herself and Ms. COL-
LINS) to the bill H.R. 4366, supra.

SA 1206. Ms. HIRONO (for herself and Mr.
SCHATZ) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed to amendment SA 1092 pro-
posed by Mrs. MURRAY (for herself and Ms.
COLLINS) to the bill H.R. 4366, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1207. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an
amendment to the bill H.R. 4366, supra.

SA 1208. Ms. BALDWIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1092 proposed by Mrs. MUR-
RAY (for herself and Ms. COLLINS) to the bill
H.R. 4366, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 1209. Mr. KING (for himself and Mr.
TESTER) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed to amendment SA 1092 pro-
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posed by Mrs. MURRAY (for herself and Ms.
COLLINS) to the bill H.R. 4366, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1210. Mr. VANCE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 1092 proposed by Mrs. MURRAY (for herself
and Ms. COLLINS) to the bill H.R. 4366, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1211. Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself
and Mr. REED) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment SA 1092
proposed by Mrs. MURRAY (for herself and
Ms. COLLINS) to the bill H.R. 4366, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1212. Mr. MORAN (for himself and Ms.
KLOBUCHAR) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment SA 1092
proposed by Mrs. MURRAY (for herself and
Ms. CoLLINS) to the bill H.R. 4366, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1213. Mr. ROUNDS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 4366, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 1214. Mr. WARNOCK (for himself, Mr.
CoONs, Mr. KAINE, Mr. LUJAN, Mr. OSSOFF,
and Mr. BOOKER) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed to amendment SA
1092 proposed by Mrs. MURRAY (for herself
and Ms. COLLINS) to the bill H.R. 4366, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1215, Mr. SULLIVAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1092 proposed by Mrs. MUR-
RAY (for herself and Ms. COLLINS) to the bill
H.R. 4366, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 1216. Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself and
Ms. ROSEN) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment SA 1092
proposed by Mrs. MURRAY (for herself and
Ms. COLLINS) to the bill H.R. 4366, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1217. Mr. PAUL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 1092 proposed by Mrs. MURRAY (for herself
and Ms. COLLINS) to the bill H.R. 4366, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1218. Mr. BENNET submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1092 proposed by Mrs. MUR-
RAY (for herself and Ms. COLLINS) to the bill
H.R. 4366, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 1219. Mr. BENNET (for himself, Mr.
PADILLA, and Mr. WELCH) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1092 proposed by Mrs. MUR-
RAY (for herself and Ms. COLLINS) to the bill
H.R. 4366, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 1220. Ms. ROSEN (for herself, Mr.
CRAPO, and Ms. CORTEZ MASTO) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1092 proposed by Mrs. MUR-
RAY (for herself and Ms. COLLINS) to the bill
H.R. 4366, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 1221. Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself and
Ms. LUuMMIS) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment SA 1092
proposed by Mrs. MURRAY (for herself and
Ms. COLLINS) to the bill H.R. 4366, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1222. Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Mr.
TILLIS, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. WYDEN,
Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. YOUNG,
Mr. LUJAN, Mr. OSSOFF, Mr. WELCH, Mr.
BOOKER, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. WARNOCK, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Mr. TESTER, and Mrs. GILLIBRAND)
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the bill H.R. 4366, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1223. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed to amendment SA
1092 proposed by Mrs. MURRAY (for herself
and Ms. COLLINS) to the bill H.R. 4366, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.
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