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Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Arkansas (Mr. COTTON), the Sen-
ator from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI), the 
Senator from Kentucky (Mr. PAUL), 
and the Senator from South Carolina 
(Mr. SCOTT). 

Further, if present and voting: the 
Senator from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI) 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 92, 
nays 1, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 236 Ex.] 

YEAS—92 

Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blackburn 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Brown 
Budd 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Ernst 
Fetterman 
Fischer 
Gillibrand 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hassan 
Hawley 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Luján 
Lummis 
Manchin 
Markey 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 

Peters 
Reed 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sanders 
Schmitt 
Schumer 
Scott (FL) 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Van Hollen 
Vance 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—1 

Lee 

NOT VOTING—7 

Cotton 
Feinstein 
Murkowski 

Paul 
Schatz 
Scott (SC) 

Stabenow 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 92, and the nays are 
1. 

The motion is agreed to. 
The majority leader. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate be 
in a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO GEORGIA MERRILL 

∑ Ms. HASSAN. Madam President, I 
am honored to recognize Georgia Mer-
rill of Brentwood as August’s Granite 
Stater of the Month. For the past 8 
years, 14-year-old Georgia has raised 
tens of thousands of dollars for the 
New Hampshire Food Bank through her 
Peach Project initiative. 

When Georgia was 6 years old and 
driving in a car with her grandmother, 
she saw a homeless person on the side 

of the road holding a sign that read, 
‘‘I’m hungry.’’ It was a moment that 
stuck with her and inspired her to give 
back to her community. She went 
home and asked her mom if they could 
set up a bake sale with proceeds going 
to people like the man she had just 
seen on the road. 

Georgia—along with her mother 
Erin, her dad Josh, and brothers Owen 
and Miles—started holding bake sales, 
with sales going to the NH Food Bank. 
Georgia’s nickname is Georgia Peach, 
and so they decided to name the initia-
tive the ‘‘Georgia Peach Project.’’ 
Georgia’s parents were touched by 
their daughter’s commitment to help-
ing those in need and worked with 
Georgia to take the project even fur-
ther. Georgia started new projects, and 
they spread the word about them on so-
cial media and got other families in 
their community involved. 

Now, the project’s various initiatives 
include making and selling bracelets 
with proceeds going to the NH Food 
Bank, holding a food collection, pass-
ing out cards to classmates at school 
encouraging them to donate, and 
hosting a community holiday concert. 
In addition, every year, they organize a 
holiday stroll partnering with local or-
ganizations and families who commit 
to decorating a part of the walk. The 
event also includes a bake sale, a silent 
auction, and live entertainment—with 
all donations from the night going to 
the NH Food Bank. 

Since the start of the Peach Project, 
Georgia has raised more than $66,000 
for the NH Food Bank. Her commit-
ment to serving her community at 
such a young age is an inspiration for 
all of us. After she saw a neighbor in 
need, it was clear to her that she need-
ed to bring her community together to 
do whatever it could do to help. Geor-
gia’s ability to think about the needs 
of those around her and then act to ad-
dress them exemplifies the Granite 
State spirit of generosity, and her 
work demonstrates that you can al-
ways make a difference by getting in-
volved in your community.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 1:15 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. McLaughlin, one of its reading 
clerks, announced that the House has 
passed the following bill, without 
amendment: 

S. 112. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to strengthen benefits for chil-
dren of Vietnam veterans born with spina 
bifida, and for other purposes. 

The message further announced that 
the House disagrees to the amendment 
of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 2670) to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2024 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense and for military 
construction, and for defense activities 
of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for 
such fiscal year, and for other pur-
poses, and asks a conference with the 

Senate on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses thereon, and appoints the 
following Members as managers of the 
conference on the part of the House: 

From the Committee on Armed Services, 
for consideration of the House bill and the 
Senate amendment, and modifications com-
mitted to conference: Messrs. Rogers of Ala-
bama, Wilson of South Carolina, Lamborn, 
Wittman, Austin Scott of Georgia, Ms. 
Stefanik, Messrs. DesJarlais, Kelly of Mis-
sissippi, Gallagher, Gaetz, Bacon, Banks, 
Bergman, Waltz, Johnson of Louisiana, Mrs. 
McClain, Mr. Jackson of Texas, Fallon, 
Gimenez, Mses. Mace and Greene of Georgia, 
Messrs. Smith of Washington, Courtney, 
Garamendi, Norcross, Gallego, Moulton, 
Carbajal, Khanna, Keating, Kim of New Jer-
sey, Mses. Houlahan, Slotkin, Sherrill, and 
Escobar. 

From the Permanent Select Committee on 
Intelligence, for consideration of matters 
within the jurisdiction of that committee 
under clause 11 of rule X: Messrs. Turner, 
Wenstrup, and Himes. 

From the Committee on Education and the 
Workforce, for consideration of secs. 636, 651– 
55, 658–61, 1041, and 1042 of the House bill and 
secs. 303, 563, 592, 593, 1079, 1090K, 1099JJ, 1726, 
and 3142 of the Senate amendment and modi-
fications committed to conference: Ms. Foxx, 
Messrs. Owens and Scott of Virginia. 

From the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, for consideration of secs. 224, 749, and 
3121 of the House bill, and secs. 314, 712 of di-
vision A, 1087, 1088, 1090A, 1090G, 1099II, 3122– 
24, 3143, 3144, 6074, 8141, and sec. 11009 of divi-
sion J of the Senate amendment and modi-
fications committed to conference: Messrs. 
Carter of Georgia, Pfluger, and Pallone. 

From the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices, for consideration of subtitle J of title X 
of division A, sec. 1086, title LXVIII of divi-
sion F, division I, and division J of the Sen-
ate amendment, and modifications com-
mitted to conference: Messrs. McHenry and 
Luetkemeyer, and Ms. Waters. 

From the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
for consideration of secs. 217, 1009, 1080K, 
1210, 1211, 1213, 1214, 1216, 1220, 1220A, 1220C, 
1220G, 1220K, 1220L, 1221–24, 1234, 1245, 1250, 
1310L, 1505, and 1883 of the House bill, and 
secs. 212, 1085, 1302, 1397, 1399B, 1399D, 1399E, 
1399F, 1399I, 1399J, 1399K, 1399L, subtitles H– 
K of title XIII of division A, secs. 1634, 6031, 
6242, 6293, division F, and secs. 11104 and 11105 
of the Senate amendment and modifications 
committed to conference: Messrs. McCaul, 
McCormick, and Meeks. 

From the Committee on the Judiciary, for 
consideration of secs. 542, 822, 1049, 1689, and 
3116 of the House bill, and secs. 1041, 1090H, 
subtitles I and K of title X of division A, sub-
title I of title XIII of division A, secs. 6031, 
6075, 6082, 6084, subtitle H of title LX of divi-
sion E, secs. 6813, 6816, 6821, 6831 of division 
E, secs. 9007, 9011, 9012, 9014, and title LXXI 
of the Senate amendment and modifications 
committed to conference: Mr. Issa, Ms. Lee 
of Florida, and Mr. Nadler. 

From the Committee on Natural Re-
sources, for consideration of secs. 261, 510, 
1853, 1865, 2843, 2844, 2847, and 3515 of the 
House bill, and secs. 312, 1041, 1090G, 2805, 
6711, 11002 of division J, division K, and sec. 
11341 of the Senate amendment and modifica-
tions committed to conference: Mr. Carl, Ms. 
Hageman, and Mr. Grijalva. 

From the Committee on Oversight and Ac-
countability, for consideration of secs. 364, 
834, 891, 899C, 921, 922, 1047, 1101–10, 1116–18, 
1122, 1221, 1222, 1521, 1523, 1805, and 1880 of the 
House bill, and secs. 537, 867, subtitle H of 
title X of division A, secs. 1201–03, 1206–09, 
1211–13, 1215, 1512, 11133, 6101, 6202, 6203, 6607, 
sec. 6831 of division E, 8141, 9005, 11331–33, and 
secs. 601, 603, 605, 703, 704, 715–18, 802, and 1001 
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of division M, and secs. 11001 and 11002 of di-
vision L of the Senate amendment and modi-
fications committed to conference: Messrs. 
Grothman, Perry, and Raskin. 

From the Committee on Science, Space, 
and Technology, for consideration of secs. 
886, 1608, 1875, and 1879 of the House bill, and 
secs. 308, 845, 1090E, 1090G, 3144, 5204, and title 
X of division M of the Senate amendment, 
and modifications committed to conference: 
Messrs. Mike Garcia of California and Col-
lins, and Ms. Lofgren. 

From the Committee on Small Business, 
for consideration of secs. 223, 853, 881, 882, 884, 
and 886 of the House bill, and secs. 141, 823, 
831, 841–45, 849–52, and 5841 of the Senate 
amendment, and modifications committed to 
conference: Messrs. Molinaro and Alford, and 
Ms. Velázquez. 

From the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure, for consideration of secs. 
315, 707, 723, 866, 1602, 1608, 1804, 1854, 3501, 
3511–13, 3515, 3531, and 3533 of the House bill, 
and secs. 314, 1083, 1090D, 1399N, 1606, 1644, 
2814, title XXXV of division C, secs. 6079, 
6226, 8141, and division H of the Senate 
amendment, and modifications committed to 
conference: Messrs. Graves of Missouri, Web-
ster of Florida, and Larsen of Washington. 

From the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, 
for consideration of secs. 571, 572, 579, 1118, 
1413, 1733, and 1885 of the House bill, and secs. 
1084, 1090B, 1521, 1833, 1852, 6071, 6077, and 
11020 of the Senate amendment, and modi-
fications committed to conference: Messrs. 
Bost, Luttrell, and Takano. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and placed on the calendar: 

H.R. 1418. An act to amend the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to reauthorize 
user fee programs relating to new animal 
drugs and generic new animal drugs. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 

The following bill was read the first 
time: 

H.R. 3935. An act to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and improve the 
Federal Aviation Administration and other 
civil aviation programs, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–2161. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Secretariat Division, 
Office of Acquisition Policy, General Serv-
ices Administration, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘General 
Services Administration Acquisition Regula-
tion (GSAR); Update to OMB Approval Table 
for Paperwork Reduction Act’’ (GSAR Case 
2022–G518) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on August 23, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–2162. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Acquisition Policy, General 
Services Administration, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Federal Acquisition Regulation; Federal 
Acquisition Circular 2023–05, Introduction’’ 

(FAC 2023–05) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on August 23, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–2163. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Acquisition Policy, General 
Services Administration, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Federal Acquisition Regulation; Federal 
Acquisition Circular 2023–05, Small Entity 
Compliance Guide’’ (FAC 2023–05) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
September 6, 2023; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–2164. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Acquisition Policy, General 
Services Administration, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Federal Acquisition Regulation; FAR Case 
2017–014, Use of Acquisition 360 to Encourage 
Vendor Feedback’’ (RIN9000–AN43) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on September 6, 2023; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–2165. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Acquisition Policy, General 
Services Administration, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Federal Acquisition Regulation; FAR Case 
2023–004, Small Disadvantaged Business 
Threshold’’ (RIN9000–AO52) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Sep-
tember 6, 2023; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–2166. A communication from the Dep-
uty Controller Performing the Duties of the 
Controller, Office of Management and Budg-
et, Executive Office of the President, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Guidance for Grants and Agree-
ments’’ (Docket No. OMB–2023–0004) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on August 
23, 2023; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–2167. A communication from the Asso-
ciate General Counsel for General Law, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report relative to a 
vacancy in the position of Deputy Secretary, 
Department of Homeland Security, received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on August 
23, 2023; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–2168. A communication from the Asso-
ciate General Counsel for General Law, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report relative to a 
vacancy in the position of Chief Financial 
Officer, Department of Homeland Security, 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on September 6, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–2169. A communication from the Solic-
itor, Federal Labor Relations Authority, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to a vacancy in the position of General 
Counsel, Federal Labor Relations Authority, 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on August 23, 2023; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–2170. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Personnel Management, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report entitled 
‘‘Report to Congress on the Physicians’ Com-
parability Allowance Program’’; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–2171. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Management and Budget, Exec-
utive Office of the President, transmitting, 

pursuant to law, the Uniform Resource Loca-
tor (URL) for the report entitled ‘‘2022 Infor-
mation Collection Budget of the United 
States Government’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–2172. A communication from the Acting 
Secretary of Labor, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the Department’s Semiannual Report 
of the Inspector General for the period from 
October 1, 2022 through March 31, 2023; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

EC–2173. A communication from the Dep-
uty Chief Privacy Officer, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, a report entitled ‘‘Privacy Office 2020 
and 2021 Data Mining Report to Congress’’; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–2174. A communication from the Archi-
vist of the United States, National Archives 
and Records Administration, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report relative to the Ad-
ministration’s fiscal year 2023 Commercial 
Activities Inventory and Inherently Govern-
mental Activities Inventory; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–2175. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff of External Affairs, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the Department’s Semiannual Report 
of the Inspector General and the Semiannual 
Management Report on the Status of Audits 
for the period from October 1, 2022 through 
March 31, 2023 received in the Office of the 
President pro tempore; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–2176. A communication from the Acting 
Secretary of Labor, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the Department’s fiscal year 2022 an-
nual report relative to the Notification and 
Federal Employee Antidiscrimination and 
Retaliation Act (No FEAR Act) of 2002 re-
ceived in the Office of the President pro tem-
pore; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–2177. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Education, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the Department of Education’s Semi-
annual Report of the Inspector General for 
the period from October 1, 2022 through 
March 31, 2023 received in the Office of the 
President pro tempore; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–2178. A communication from the Dep-
uty Secretary of Transportation, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the Department’s fis-
cal year 2022 annual report relative to the 
Notification and Federal Employee Anti-
discrimination and Retaliation Act of 2002 
(No FEAR Act) received in the Office of the 
President pro tempore; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–2179. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 25–179, ‘‘Green Housing Transi-
tion Temporary Amendment Act of 2023’’; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–2180. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 25–185, ‘‘St. Augustine School 
Way Designation Act of 2023’’; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–2181. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 25–186, ‘‘The Volunteers of Amer-
ica, Inc. National Service Center Relocation 
Tax Exemption Amendment Act of 2023’’; to 
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