September 26, 2023

S. Res. 368. A resolution supporting the
designation of the week of September 17
through September 23, 2023, as ‘‘Telehealth
Awareness Week’’; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. BOOKER (for Mr. ScoTT of
South Carolina (for himself, Mr.
BOOKER, Mr. WARNOCK, Mr.
LANKFORD, Mr. BROWN, Mr. RUBIO,
Ms. STABENOW, Mr. YOUNG, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr.
PADILLA, Mr. CARPER, and Ms. WAR-
REN)):

S. Res. 369. A resolution expressing support
for the designation of September 2023 as
‘“Sickle Cell Disease Awareness Month’ in
order to educate communities across the
United States about sickle cell disease and
the need for research, early detection meth-
ods, effective treatments, and preventative
care programs with respect to complications
from sickle cell disease and conditions re-
lated to sickle cell disease; considered and
agreed to.

————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 41
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 41, a bill to reauthorize
the READ Act.
S. 45
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
45, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to simplify reporting
requirements, promote tax compliance,
and reduce tip reporting compliance
burdens in the beauty service industry.
S. 133
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 133, a bill to extend the National
Alzheimer’s Project.
S. 185
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the
names of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) and the Senator from Ala-
bama (Mr. TUBERVILLE) were added as
cosponsors of S. 135, a bill to provide
for a period of continuing appropria-
tions in the event of a lapse in appro-
priations under the normal appropria-
tions process, and establish procedures
and consequences in the event of a fail-
ure to enact appropriations.
S. 592
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 592, a bill to amend title
38, United States Code, to increase the
mileage rate offered by the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs through their
Beneficiary Travel program for health
related travel, and for other purposes.
S. 652
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the
names of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms.
HIRONO) and the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mr. PADILLA) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 652, a bill to amend the
Employee Retirement Income Security
Act of 1974 to require a group health
plan or health insurance coverage of-
fered in connection with such a plan to
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provide an exceptions process for any
medication step therapy protocol, and
for other purposes.
S. 722
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MARSHALL) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 722, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to permit certain
expenses associated with obtaining or
maintaining recognized postsecondary
credentials to be treated as qualified
higher education expenses for purposes
of 529 accounts.
S. 740
At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the
names of the Senator from Wyoming
(Ms. LumMIs) and the Senator from
West Virginia (Mr. MANCHIN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 740, a bill to
amend title 38, United States Code, to
reinstate criminal penalties for persons
charging veterans unauthorized fees re-
lating to claims for benefits under the
laws administered by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 928
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 928, a bill to require the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs to prepare an an-
nual report on suicide prevention, and
for other purposes.
S. 993
At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
the name of the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added
as a cosponsor of S. 993, a bill to pro-
hibit certain uses of xylazine, and for
other purposes.
S. 1199
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1199, a bill to combat the
sexual exploitation of children by sup-
porting victims and promoting ac-
countability and transparency by the
tech industry.
S. 1294
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1294, a bill to provide for
payment rates for durable medical
equipment under the Medicare pro-
gram.
S. 1384
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. SMITH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1384, a bill to promote and
protect from discrimination living
organ donors.
S. 1507
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BUDD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1507, a bill to provide grants to
State, local, territorial, and Tribal law
enforcement agencies to purchase
chemical screening devices and train
personnel to use chemical screening de-
vices in order to enhance law enforce-
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ment efficiency and protect law en-
forcement officers.
S. 1557
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) and the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. B0OOZMAN) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 15657, a bill to amend the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to reform
the low-income housing credit, and for
other purposes.
S. 1792
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1792, a bill to amend title
38, United States Code, to modify the
program of comprehensive assistance
for family caregivers of veterans, and
for other purposes.
S. 1800
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1800, a bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to reauthorize and extend
the Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders
Prevention and Services program, and
for other purposes.
S. 2085
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2085, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to
provide for Medicare coverage of multi-
cancer early detection screening tests.
S. 2090
At the request of Mr. MULLIN, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAPO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2090, a bill to amend the Clean Air Act
to prevent the elimination of the sale
of motor vehicles with internal com-
bustion engines.
S. 2238
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mr. PADILLA) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2238, a bill to direct the Assistant
Secretary of Commerce for Commu-
nications and Information to develop a
National Strategy to Close the Digital
Divide, and for other purposes.
S. 2284
At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL,
the name of the Senator from South
Dakota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2284, a bill to require the
Director of the Bureau of Prisons to be
appointed by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate.
S. 2407
At the request of Mr. CARPER, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2407, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to
provide for the coordination of pro-
grams to prevent and treat obesity,
and for other purposes.
S. 2444
At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2444, a bill to establish an inter-
active online dashboard to improve
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public access to information about
grant funding related to mental health
and substance use disorder programs.
S. 2515
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
names of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. WHITEHOUSE), the Senator
from South Dakota (Mr. THUNE), the
Senator from Washington (Ms. CANT-
WELL) and the Senator from North
Carolina (Mr. TILLIS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2515, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and the
Small Business Act to expand the
availability of employee stock owner-
ship plans in S corporations, and for
other purposes.
S. 2581
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
KELLY) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2581, a bill to extend the Secure Rural
Schools and Community Self-Deter-
mination Act of 2000.
S. 2738
At the request of Mr. VANCE, the
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
LEE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2738, a bill to prohibit through Decem-
ber 31, 2024, the imposition of a mask
mandate on passengers of air carriers
or public transit and in educational
settings within the United States, and
for other purposes.
S. 2757
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
names of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. HEINRICH) and the Senator from
Nevada (Ms. CORTEZ MASTO) were added
as cosponsors of S. 2757, a bill to limit
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs from
modifying the rate of payment or reim-
bursement for transportation of vet-
erans or other individuals via special
modes of transportation under the laws
administered by the Secretary, and for
other purposes.
S. 2781
At the request of Mr. HEINRICH, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2781, a bill to promote remedi-
ation of abandoned hardrock mines,
and for other purposes.
S. 2817
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. FETTERMAN) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 2817, a bill to amend the
Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 to
prohibit employers from paying em-
ployees in the garment industry by
piece rate, to require manufacturers
and contractors in the garment indus-
try to register with the Department of
Labor, and for other purposes.
S. 2835
At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2835, a bill making continuing ap-
propriations for military pay in the
event of a Government shutdown.
S. 2860
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
names of the Senator from Massachu-
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setts (Ms. WARREN), the Senator from
Montana (Mr. TESTER), the Senator
from Nevada (Ms. CORTEZ MASTO), the
Senator from Illinois (Ms. DUCKWORTH),
the Senator from Minnesota (Ms.
SMITH), the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
KELLY), the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the Senator from
New York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND), the Sen-
ator from Washington (Mrs. MURRAY)
and the Senator from Hawaii (Ms.
HIRONO) were added as cosponsors of S.
2860, a bill to create protections for fi-
nancial institutions that provide finan-
cial services to State-sanctioned mari-
juana businesses and service providers
for such businesses, and for other
purposes.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. FEINSTEIN,
Mr. WYDEN, Mr. WELCH, Mr.
KELLY, and Ms. HIRONO):

S. 2926. A bill to prohibit the impor-
tation, sale, manufacture, transfer, or
possession of .50 caliber rifles, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on
Finance.

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 2926

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Stop Arming
Cartels Act of 2023”".

SEC. 2. PROHIBITION ON RIFLES CAPABLE OF
FIRING .50 CALIBER AMMUNITION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 44 of title 18,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in section 922, by adding at the end the
following:

‘“‘(aa) RIFLES CAPABLE OF FIRING .50 CAL-
IBER AMMUNITION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), it shall be unlawful for any
person to import, sell, manufacture, trans-
fer, or possess, in or affecting interstate or
foreign commerce, a rifle capable of firing .50
caliber ammunition.

¢“(2) EXCEPTIONS.—

‘“(A) GOVERNMENT USE.—Paragraph (1) shall
not apply to the importation for, manufac-
ture for, sale to, transfer to, or possession by
the United States, a department or agency of
the United States, a State, or a department,
agency, or political subdivision of a State, of
a rifle capable of firing .50 caliber ammuni-
tion.

‘(B) GRANDFATHERED RIFLES.—Paragraph
(1) shall not apply to the sale, transfer, or
possession of any rifle otherwise lawfully
possessed on or before the date of enactment
of the Stop Arming Cartels Act of 2023.”"; and

(2) in section 924(a)(1)(B), by striking ‘‘or
(q)”” and inserting ‘‘(q), or (aa)’’.

(b) INCLUSION OF CERTAIN RIFLES AS FIRE-
ARMS UNDER NATIONAL FIREARMS ACT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 5845(a) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by
striking ‘“‘and (8) a destructive device’” and
inserting ‘‘(8) a destructive device; and (9) a
rifle which is capable of firing .50 caliber am-
munition and is lawfully possessed on or be-
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fore the date of enactment of the Stop Arm-

ing Cartels Act of 2023”°.

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(B), the amendments made by this sub-
section shall take effect on the date which is
12 months after the date of enactment of this
Act.

(B) REGISTRATION.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding subpara-
graph (A) or any other provision of law, any
person possessing a rifle which is capable of
firing .50 caliber ammunition which is not
registered to such person in the National
Firearms Registration and Transfer Record
shall register each such rifle so possessed
with the Secretary in such form and manner
as the Secretary may require within the 12-
month period immediately following the
date of enactment of this Act. No fee or tax
shall be imposed with respect to any reg-
istration required under this subparagraph.

(ii) INCLUSION IN REGISTRY.—Any registra-
tion described in clause (i) shall become a
part of the National Firearms Registration
and Transfer Record. No information or evi-
dence required to be submitted or retained
by a natural person to register a firearm
under this subparagraph shall be used, di-
rectly or indirectly, as evidence against such
person in any criminal proceeding with re-
spect to a prior or concurrent violation of
law.

(C) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph:

(i) NATIONAL FIREARMS REGISTRATION AND
TRANSFER RECORD.—The term ‘‘National
Firearms Registration and Transfer Record”
means the registry established pursuant to
section 5841 of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986.

(ii) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ has
the same meaning given such term under
section 7701(a)(11)(B) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986.

SEC. 3. EXCEPTION TO COVERAGE UNDER PRO-
TECTION OF LAWFUL COMMERCE IN
ARMS ACT.

Section 4(5)(A) of the Protection of Lawful
Commerce in Arms Act (15 U.S.C. 7903(5)(A))
is amended—

(1) in clause (v), by striking ‘‘or” at the
end;

(2) in clause (vi), by striking the period at
the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘(vii) an action brought against a manu-
facturer or seller that knowingly sells or
transfers a qualified product, or attempts or
conspires to do so, knowing or having rea-
sonable cause to believe that the transaction
is prohibited under section 805(c) of the For-
eign Narcotics Kingpin Designation Act (21
U.S.C. 1904(c)).”.

SEC. 4. FEDERAL FIREARM PROHIBITOR FOR SIG-
NIFICANT FOREIGN NARCOTICS
TRAFFICKERS AND CERTAIN OTHER
FOREIGN PERSONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 922(d) of title 18,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (10), by striking ‘‘or” at
the end;

(2) by redesignating paragraph (11) as para-
graph (12);

(3) by inserting after paragraph (10) the fol-
lowing:

“(11) is—

““(A) a significant foreign narcotics traf-
ficker publicly identified by the President in
a report under subsection (b) or (h)(1) of sec-
tion 804 of the Foreign Narcotics Kingpin
Designation Act (21 U.S.C. 1903); or

‘“(B) a foreign person designated by the
Secretary of the Treasury under section
805(b) of the Foreign Narcotics Kingpin Des-
ignation Act (21 U.S.C. 1904(b)); or’’; and

(4) in paragraph (12), as so redesignated, by
striking ‘“(10)”’ and inserting ‘‘(11)”".
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