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(A) immediately after the Presiding Officer
takes the chair in accordance with rule IV of
the Standing Rules of the Senate, the Pre-
siding Officer shall direct the Clerk to call
the roll to ascertain the presence of a
quorum; and

(B) 1 hour after the presence of a quorum
has last been demonstrated, the Presiding
Officer shall direct the Clerk to call the roll
to ascertain the presence of a quorum.

(2) LACK OF QUORUM.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—If, upon a calling of the
roll under paragraph (1), it shall be
ascertained that a quorum is not present—

(i) the Presiding Officer shall direct the
Clerk to call the names of any absent Sen-
ators; and

(ii) following the calling of the names
under clause (i), the Presiding Officer shall,
without intervening motion or debate, sub-
mit to the Senate by a yea-and-nay vote the
question: ‘‘Shall the Sergeant at Arms and
Doorkeeper of the Senate be directed to re-
quest the attendance of absent Senators?”’.

(B) DIRECTION TO COMPEL ATTENDANCE.—If a
quorum is not present 15 minutes after the
time at which the vote on a question sub-
mitted under subparagraph (A)(ii) starts, the
Presiding Officer shall, without intervening
motion or debate, submit to the Senate by a
yea-and-nay vote the question: ‘“Shall the
Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper of the
Senate be directed to compel the attendance
of absent Senators?”’.

(C) ARREST OF ABSENT SENATORS.—Effec-
tive 1 hour after the Sergeant at Arms is di-
rected to compel the attendance of absent
Senators under subparagraph (B), if any Sen-
ator not excused under rule XII of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate is not in attendance,
the Senate shall be deemed to have agreed an
order that reads as follows: ‘“‘Ordered, That
the Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper of the
Senate be directed to arrest absent Senators;
that warrants for the arrests of all Senators
not sick nor excused be issued under the sig-
nature of the Presiding Officer and attested
by the Secretary, and that such warrants be
executed without delay.”’.

(D) REPORTS.—Not less frequently than
once per hour during proceedings to compel
the attendance of absent Senators, the Ser-
geant at Arms shall submit to the Senate a
report on absent Senators, which shall—

(i) be laid before the Senate;

(ii) identify each Senator whose absence is
excused;

(iii) identify each Senator who is absent
without excuse; and

(iv) for each Senator identified under
clause (iii), provide information on the cur-
rent location of the Senator.

(3) REGAINING THE FLOOR.—If a Senator had
been recognized to speak at the time a call of
the roll to ascertain the presence of a
quorum was initiated under paragraph (2)(A),
and if the presence of a quorum is estab-
lished, that Senator shall be entitled to be
recognized to speak.

(d) ADJOURNING AND RECESSING.—During
the period of a Government shutdown—

(1) a motion to adjourn or to recess the
Senate shall be decided by a yea-or-nay vote;

(2) if a quorum is present, the Presiding Of-
ficer shall not entertain a request to adjourn
or recess the Senate by unanimous consent
or to vitiate the yeas and nays on such a mo-
tion by unanimous consent;

(3) a motion to adjourn or a motion to re-
cess made during the period beginning at 8:00
a.m. and ending at 11:59 p.m., shall only be
agreed to upon an affirmative vote of two-
thirds of the Senators present and voting, a
quorum being present; and

(4) if the Senate must adjourn due to the
absence of a quorum, the Senate shall recon-
vene 2 hours after the time at which it ad-
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journs and ascertain the presence of a
quorum in accordance with subsection (c)(1).

(e) NO SUSPENSION OF REQUIREMENTS.—The
Presiding Officer may not entertain a re-
quest to suspend the operation of this stand-
ing order by unanimous consent or motion.

(f) CONSISTENCY WITH SENATE EMERGENCY
PROCEDURES AND PRACTICES.—Nothing in
this standing order shall be construed in a
manner that is inconsistent with S. Res. 296
(108th Congress) or any other emergency pro-
cedures or practices of the Senate.

(g) STANDING ORDER.—This section shall be
a standing order of the Senate.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION  365—HON-
ORING THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE NATIONAL CEMETERY
ADMINISTRATION OF THE DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS

Mr. TESTER (for himself and Mr.
MORAN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 365

Whereas, in 1973, Congress passed the Na-
tional Cemeteries Act of 1973 (Public Law 93—
43), creating an agency within the Veterans
Administration to oversee the national cem-
etery system;

Whereas, in 2023, the National Cemetery
Administration (NCA) celebrates 50 years of
upholding a sacred duty to inter, honor, and
memorialize those who have served in the
United States Armed Forces;

Whereas the National Cemetery Adminis-
tration operates and ensures perpetual care
of 1565 national cemeteries and 34 soldiers’
lots and monument sites that honor and
serve as the final resting places for 4,000,000
veterans representing every era throughout
the history of the United States;

Whereas the National Cemetery Adminis-
tration provides burial and memorial bene-
fits for eligible veterans and family mem-
bers, at no cost, including—

(1) a gravesite or niche in any national
cemetery with available space;

(2) opening and closing of the grave and
perpetual care; and

(3) a government headstone, marker, or
medallion, burial flag, and Presidential me-
morial certificate;

Whereas the establishment of the Veterans
Cemetery Grants Program (VCGP) has
furthered the commitment of the United
States to the proper burial and honoring of
veterans by awarding more than $1,000,000,000
to assist States, Territories, and Tribal gov-
ernments in establishing, expanding, and op-
erating veterans’ cemeteries that com-
plement and help expand burial access;

Whereas, through the VCGP, the National
Cemetery Administration has provided grant
funding to 122 veterans’ cemeteries in 49
States, Tribal trust lands, and Territories in-
cluding Guam, Saipan, and Puerto Rico;

Whereas, in fiscal year 2022, the National
Cemetery Administration processed more
than 350,000 requests for headstones, mark-
ers, and medallions to honor veterans and
their loved ones in national, State, Tribal,
and private cemeteries, and issued more than
463,000 Presidential memorial certificates to
the family members of veterans;

Whereas the sacred landscapes in national
cemeteries and grant-funded veterans’ ceme-
teries serve as places of solemn remem-
brance to convey the stories of generations
of veterans encompassing the entirety of
United States history, including 529 recipi-
ents of the Medal of Honor and those hon-
ored by nearly 1,370 military memorial
monuments;
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Whereas the consistent commitment of the
National Cemetery Administration to ‘‘na-
tional shrine’ standards of care for 50 years
has preserved the beauty of the sites that
veterans and their families deserve, wel-
coming more than 1,700,000 visitors at na-
tional cemeteries in fiscal year 2022, and has
immortalized those who lay at rest on those
sacred grounds, ensuring that all visitors,
past and present, are able to bear witness to
the serene and historic shrines and leave
with a sense of awe and gratitude for the sac-
rifices those heroes made for the United
States;

Whereas the National Cemetery Adminis-
tration has been awarded a score of 97, the
highest achieved score on record, in the rep-
utable American Customer Satisfaction
Index, leading all organizations, public or
private, for the seventh consecutive time, a
testament to the exemplary service of Na-
tional Cemetery Administration team mem-
bers to veterans and their families;

Whereas the National Cemetery Adminis-
tration established the Veterans Legacy Pro-
gram (VLP), which has funded 35 programs
that engage students and teachers in com-
munities large and small to further educate
themselves and their communities on the
legacies and service of veterans by using the
expansive resources within the Department
of Veterans Affairs, resulting in the produc-
tion of over 2,500 veteran biographies, 50 doc-
umentary videos, and over 100 lesson plans;
and

Whereas the National Cemetery Adminis-
tration continues to memorialize the stories
and sacrifices of veterans through the Vet-
erans Legacy Memorial (VLM), a digital
interactive platform created to preserve the
memories of nearly 5,000,000 veterans laid to
rest in cemeteries managed and funded by
the Department of Veterans Affairs, Depart-
ment of Defense cemeteries, and National
Park Service cemeteries: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) applauds the National Cemetery Admin-
istration, on its 50th anniversary, having
stood firm in its mission of ensuring proper
final resting places adhering to national
shrine standards that commemorate the ex-
traordinary commitment of veterans and
their families to the United States;

(2) recognizes that the National Cemetery
Administration has been a driving force in
the preservation of, and passing down, the
heroic heritage and stories of members of the
United States Armed Forces of all back-
grounds, from all corners of the United
States, and in educating future generations
on the importance of the service and sac-
rifice of veterans; and

(3) commends the individuals who work for
the National Cemetery Administration for
their continued excellence ensuring that the
veterans of the United States are forever
honored and remembered in the hallowed
grounds of the national cemeteries of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs.

———
SENATE RESOLUTION 366—DESIG-

NATING SEPTEMBER 2023 AS
‘“SCHOOL BUS SAFETY MONTH”

Mrs. FISCHER (for herself and Mr.
PETERS) submitted the following reso-

lution; which was considered and
agreed to:
S. RES. 366
Whereas, in an average year, on every

school day in the United States, approxi-
mately 506,520 public and private school
buses carry more than 26,000,000 K-12 stu-
dents to and from school;
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Whereas school buses comprise the largest
mass transportation fleet in the United
States;

Whereas, in an average year, 48 percent of
all K-12 students ride a school bus for each of
the 180 school days in a year, and school bus
operators drive school buses a total of nearly
4,400,000,000 miles;

Whereas the Child Safety Network (re-
ferred to in this preamble as the ‘“CSN”’),
which is celebrating 34 years of public serv-
ice in the United States, supports the CSN
Safe Ride campaign, which is designed to
provide the school bus industry with driver
training, the latest technology, and free
safety and security resources, including re-
sources to help parents raise safer and
healthier children;

Whereas the designation of School Bus
Safety Month will allow broadcast and dig-
ital media and social networking industries
to commit to disseminating public service
announcements that are produced to—

(1) provide free resources designed to safe-
guard children;

(2) recognize school bus operators and pro-
fessionals; and

(3) encourage the driving public to engage
in safer driving behavior near school buses
when students board and disembark from
school buses;

Whereas key leaders who deserve recogni-
tion during School Bus Safety Month and be-
yond have—

(1) provided security awareness training
materials to more than 14,000 public and pri-
vate schools;

(2) trained more than 118,139 school bus op-
erators; and

(3) provided more than 166,798 counterter-
rorism guides to individuals who are key to
providing both safety and security for chil-
dren in the United States; and

Whereas School Bus Safety Month offers
the Senate and the people of the United
States an opportunity to recognize and
thank the school bus operators and the pro-
fessionals focused on school bus safety and
security in the United States: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate designates Sep-
tember 2023 as ‘‘School Bus Safety Month.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 367—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2023 AS
“NATIONAL SPINAL CORD IN-
JURY AWARENESS MONTH”

Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Ms.
BALDWIN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 367

Whereas approximately 302,000 individuals
in the United States live with spinal cord in-
juries, which cost society billions of dollars
in health care costs and lost wages;

Whereas there are approximately 18,000
new spinal cord injuries in the United States
each year;

Whereas more than 42,000 individuals with
spinal cord injuries are veterans;

Whereas motor vehicle accidents are the
leading cause of spinal cord injuries;

Whereas almost half of all spinal cord inju-
ries sustained by individuals 30 years of age
or younger occur as a result of a vehicular
accident;

Whereas the average remaining years of
life for individuals living with spinal cord in-
juries has not improved significantly since
the 1980s;

Whereas there is an urgent need to develop
new neuroprotection, pharmacological, and
regeneration treatments to reduce, prevent,
and reverse paralysis; and

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Whereas increased education and invest-
ment in research are key factors in improv-
ing outcomes for individuals living with spi-
nal cord injuries, enhancing the quality of
life of individuals with spinal cord injuries,
and ultimately curing paralysis: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 2023 as ‘‘National
Spinal Cord Injury Awareness Month’’;

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Spinal Cord Injury Awareness Month;

(3) continues to support research to find
better treatments, therapies, and a cure for
spinal cord injuries;

(4) supports clinical trials for new thera-
pies that offer promise and hope to individ-
uals living with paralysis; and

(5) commends the dedication of national,
regional, and local organizations, research-
ers, doctors, volunteers, and people across
the United States who are working to im-
prove the quality of life of individuals living
with spinal cord injuries and their families.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 368—SUP-
PORTING THE DESIGNATION OF
THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 17
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 23, 2023,

AS “TELEHEALTH AWARENESS
WEEK”
Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Mr.

WICKER, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. THUNE, Mr.
WARNER, and Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 368

Whereas telehealth allows a health care
practitioner to furnish health care to a pa-
tient or a practitioner at a different physical
location than the health care practitioner;

Whereas telehealth played a significant
role in supporting access to quality health
care for millions of patients during the
COVID-19 public health emergency and con-
tinues to be important beyond the end of the
public health emergency;

Whereas Medicare beneficiaries used 88
times more telehealth services during the
first year of the COVID-19 pandemic than
they did in the prior year;

Whereas more than 8,000,000 unique Medi-
care beneficiaries received at least 1 tele-
health service in 2022;

Whereas, in 2022, over 90 percent of Medi-
care beneficiaries who received a telehealth
service were satisfied with their experience;

Whereas, in 2022, telehealth was a routine
health care modality with 15 percent of
Medicare beneficiaries using telehealth in
the last quarter of the calendar year;

Whereas, following the unprecedented use
of telehealth services in response to the pub-
lic health emergency, telehealth now rep-
resents a critical component of health care
delivery;

Whereas legislative efforts to increase tele-
health access have received bipartisan sup-
port in the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives;

Whereas the United States has an oppor-
tunity to help improve access to health care
for all individuals, including members of
rural and underserved communities; and

Whereas ‘‘Telehealth Awareness Week”
unites the efforts of patients, caregivers,
health care providers, policymakers, and

other stakeholders to advance the role of
telehealth in health care: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of September 17
through September 23, 2023, as ‘‘Telehealth
Awareness Week’’;
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(2) recognizes the impact of telehealth in
delivering health care for patients across the
United States; and

(3) urges that steps should be taken to—

(A) raise awareness about the benefits of
telehealth;

(B) highlight resources for health care pro-
viders and patients regarding telehealth;

(C) collect and analyze data on the impacts
of telehealth; and

(D) promote continued access to telehealth
for all communities and across settings.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 369—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF SEPTEMBER
2023 AS “SICKLE CELL DISEASE
AWARENESS MONTH” IN ORDER
TO EDUCATE COMMUNITIES
ACROSS THE UNITED STATES
ABOUT SICKLE CELL DISEASE
AND THE NEED FOR RESEARCH,
EARLY DETECTION METHODS,
EFFECTIVE TREATMENTS, AND
PREVENTATIVE CARE PRO-
GRAMS WITH RESPECT TO COM-
PLICATIONS FROM SICKLE CELL
DISEASE AND CONDITIONS RE-
LATED TO SICKLE CELL DIS-
EASE

Mr. BOOKER (for Mr. ScoTT of South
Carolina (for himself, Mr. BOOKER, Mr.
WARNOCK, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. BROWN,
Mr. RUBIO, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. YOUNG,
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr.
PADILLA, Mr. CARPER, and Ms. WAR-
REN)) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 369

Whereas sickle cell disease (referred to in
this preamble as ““SCD’’) is an inherited
blood disorder that is a major health prob-
lem in the United States and worldwide;

Whereas SCD causes the rapid destruction
of sickle cells, which results in multiple
medical complications, including anemia,
jaundice, gallstones, strokes, restricted
blood flow, damaged tissue in the liver,
spleen, and kidneys, and death;

Whereas SCD causes acute and chronic epi-
sodes of severe pain;

Whereas SCD affects an estimated 100,000
individuals in the United States;

Whereas approximately 1,000 babies are
born with SCD each year in the United
States, with the disease occurring in ap-
proximately 1 in 365 newborn Black or Afri-
can-American infants and 1 in 16,300 newborn
Hispanic-American infants, and can be found
in individuals of Mediterranean, Middle
BEastern, Asian, and Indian origin;

Whereas more than 3,000,000 individuals in
the United States have the sickle cell trait
and 1 in 13 Black or African Americans car-
ries the trait;

Whereas there is a 1 in 4 chance that a
child born to parents who both have the
sickle cell trait will have the disease;

Whereas the life expectancy of an indi-
vidual with SCD in the United States is
often severely limited;

Whereas sickle cell anemia can shorten life
expectancy by more than 20 years;

Whereas sickle cell anemia is a common
cause of childhood stroke, and, in 2019, fewer
than half of children with sickle cell anemia
who were 2 to 16 years old received the rec-
ommended screening for stroke;

Whereas, in 2019, only 2 in 5 children with
sickle cell anemia who were 2 to 9 years old
used recommended medication that can pre-
vent sickle cell anemia complications;
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