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Whereas school buses comprise the largest
mass transportation fleet in the United
States;

Whereas, in an average year, 48 percent of
all K-12 students ride a school bus for each of
the 180 school days in a year, and school bus
operators drive school buses a total of nearly
4,400,000,000 miles;

Whereas the Child Safety Network (re-
ferred to in this preamble as the ‘“CSN”’),
which is celebrating 34 years of public serv-
ice in the United States, supports the CSN
Safe Ride campaign, which is designed to
provide the school bus industry with driver
training, the latest technology, and free
safety and security resources, including re-
sources to help parents raise safer and
healthier children;

Whereas the designation of School Bus
Safety Month will allow broadcast and dig-
ital media and social networking industries
to commit to disseminating public service
announcements that are produced to—

(1) provide free resources designed to safe-
guard children;

(2) recognize school bus operators and pro-
fessionals; and

(3) encourage the driving public to engage
in safer driving behavior near school buses
when students board and disembark from
school buses;

Whereas key leaders who deserve recogni-
tion during School Bus Safety Month and be-
yond have—

(1) provided security awareness training
materials to more than 14,000 public and pri-
vate schools;

(2) trained more than 118,139 school bus op-
erators; and

(3) provided more than 166,798 counterter-
rorism guides to individuals who are key to
providing both safety and security for chil-
dren in the United States; and

Whereas School Bus Safety Month offers
the Senate and the people of the United
States an opportunity to recognize and
thank the school bus operators and the pro-
fessionals focused on school bus safety and
security in the United States: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate designates Sep-
tember 2023 as ‘‘School Bus Safety Month.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 367—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2023 AS
“NATIONAL SPINAL CORD IN-
JURY AWARENESS MONTH”

Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Ms.
BALDWIN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 367

Whereas approximately 302,000 individuals
in the United States live with spinal cord in-
juries, which cost society billions of dollars
in health care costs and lost wages;

Whereas there are approximately 18,000
new spinal cord injuries in the United States
each year;

Whereas more than 42,000 individuals with
spinal cord injuries are veterans;

Whereas motor vehicle accidents are the
leading cause of spinal cord injuries;

Whereas almost half of all spinal cord inju-
ries sustained by individuals 30 years of age
or younger occur as a result of a vehicular
accident;

Whereas the average remaining years of
life for individuals living with spinal cord in-
juries has not improved significantly since
the 1980s;

Whereas there is an urgent need to develop
new neuroprotection, pharmacological, and
regeneration treatments to reduce, prevent,
and reverse paralysis; and

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Whereas increased education and invest-
ment in research are key factors in improv-
ing outcomes for individuals living with spi-
nal cord injuries, enhancing the quality of
life of individuals with spinal cord injuries,
and ultimately curing paralysis: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 2023 as ‘‘National
Spinal Cord Injury Awareness Month’’;

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Spinal Cord Injury Awareness Month;

(3) continues to support research to find
better treatments, therapies, and a cure for
spinal cord injuries;

(4) supports clinical trials for new thera-
pies that offer promise and hope to individ-
uals living with paralysis; and

(5) commends the dedication of national,
regional, and local organizations, research-
ers, doctors, volunteers, and people across
the United States who are working to im-
prove the quality of life of individuals living
with spinal cord injuries and their families.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 368—SUP-
PORTING THE DESIGNATION OF
THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 17
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 23, 2023,

AS “TELEHEALTH AWARENESS
WEEK”
Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Mr.

WICKER, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. THUNE, Mr.
WARNER, and Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 368

Whereas telehealth allows a health care
practitioner to furnish health care to a pa-
tient or a practitioner at a different physical
location than the health care practitioner;

Whereas telehealth played a significant
role in supporting access to quality health
care for millions of patients during the
COVID-19 public health emergency and con-
tinues to be important beyond the end of the
public health emergency;

Whereas Medicare beneficiaries used 88
times more telehealth services during the
first year of the COVID-19 pandemic than
they did in the prior year;

Whereas more than 8,000,000 unique Medi-
care beneficiaries received at least 1 tele-
health service in 2022;

Whereas, in 2022, over 90 percent of Medi-
care beneficiaries who received a telehealth
service were satisfied with their experience;

Whereas, in 2022, telehealth was a routine
health care modality with 15 percent of
Medicare beneficiaries using telehealth in
the last quarter of the calendar year;

Whereas, following the unprecedented use
of telehealth services in response to the pub-
lic health emergency, telehealth now rep-
resents a critical component of health care
delivery;

Whereas legislative efforts to increase tele-
health access have received bipartisan sup-
port in the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives;

Whereas the United States has an oppor-
tunity to help improve access to health care
for all individuals, including members of
rural and underserved communities; and

Whereas ‘‘Telehealth Awareness Week”
unites the efforts of patients, caregivers,
health care providers, policymakers, and

other stakeholders to advance the role of
telehealth in health care: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of September 17
through September 23, 2023, as ‘‘Telehealth
Awareness Week’’;
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(2) recognizes the impact of telehealth in
delivering health care for patients across the
United States; and

(3) urges that steps should be taken to—

(A) raise awareness about the benefits of
telehealth;

(B) highlight resources for health care pro-
viders and patients regarding telehealth;

(C) collect and analyze data on the impacts
of telehealth; and

(D) promote continued access to telehealth
for all communities and across settings.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 369—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF SEPTEMBER
2023 AS “SICKLE CELL DISEASE
AWARENESS MONTH” IN ORDER
TO EDUCATE COMMUNITIES
ACROSS THE UNITED STATES
ABOUT SICKLE CELL DISEASE
AND THE NEED FOR RESEARCH,
EARLY DETECTION METHODS,
EFFECTIVE TREATMENTS, AND
PREVENTATIVE CARE PRO-
GRAMS WITH RESPECT TO COM-
PLICATIONS FROM SICKLE CELL
DISEASE AND CONDITIONS RE-
LATED TO SICKLE CELL DIS-
EASE

Mr. BOOKER (for Mr. ScoTT of South
Carolina (for himself, Mr. BOOKER, Mr.
WARNOCK, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. BROWN,
Mr. RUBIO, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. YOUNG,
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr.
PADILLA, Mr. CARPER, and Ms. WAR-
REN)) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 369

Whereas sickle cell disease (referred to in
this preamble as ““SCD’’) is an inherited
blood disorder that is a major health prob-
lem in the United States and worldwide;

Whereas SCD causes the rapid destruction
of sickle cells, which results in multiple
medical complications, including anemia,
jaundice, gallstones, strokes, restricted
blood flow, damaged tissue in the liver,
spleen, and kidneys, and death;

Whereas SCD causes acute and chronic epi-
sodes of severe pain;

Whereas SCD affects an estimated 100,000
individuals in the United States;

Whereas approximately 1,000 babies are
born with SCD each year in the United
States, with the disease occurring in ap-
proximately 1 in 365 newborn Black or Afri-
can-American infants and 1 in 16,300 newborn
Hispanic-American infants, and can be found
in individuals of Mediterranean, Middle
BEastern, Asian, and Indian origin;

Whereas more than 3,000,000 individuals in
the United States have the sickle cell trait
and 1 in 13 Black or African Americans car-
ries the trait;

Whereas there is a 1 in 4 chance that a
child born to parents who both have the
sickle cell trait will have the disease;

Whereas the life expectancy of an indi-
vidual with SCD in the United States is
often severely limited;

Whereas sickle cell anemia can shorten life
expectancy by more than 20 years;

Whereas sickle cell anemia is a common
cause of childhood stroke, and, in 2019, fewer
than half of children with sickle cell anemia
who were 2 to 16 years old received the rec-
ommended screening for stroke;

Whereas, in 2019, only 2 in 5 children with
sickle cell anemia who were 2 to 9 years old
used recommended medication that can pre-
vent sickle cell anemia complications;
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Whereas, in 2020, the National Academies
of Science, Engineering, and Medicine devel-
oped a comprehensive strategic plan and
blueprint for action to address sickle cell
disease, which, among other things, cited the
need for new innovative therapies as well as
the need to address barriers that may impact
delivery of and access to approved treat-
ments;

Whereas, while hematopoietic stem cell
transplantation (commonly known as
“HSCT”’) is currently the only cure for SCD
and advances in treating the associated com-
plications of SCD have occurred, more re-
search is needed to find widely available
treatments and cures to help individuals
with SCD; and

Whereas September 2023 has been des-
ignated as Sickle Cell Disease Awareness
Month in order to educate communities
across the United States about SCD, includ-
ing early detection methods, effective treat-
ments, and preventative care programs with
respect to complications from SCD and con-
ditions related to SCD: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—
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(1) supports the goals and ideals of ‘‘Sickle
Cell Disease Awareness Month”’; and

(2) encourages the people of the United
States to hold appropriate programs, events,
and activities during Sickle Cell Disease
Awareness Month to raise public awareness
of the sickle cell trait, preventative care
programs, treatments, and other patient
services for those suffering from sickle cell
disease, complications from sickle cell dis-
ease, and conditions related to sickle cell
disease.

———

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 27, 2023

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it re-
cess until 10 a.m. on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 27; that following the prayer
and pledge, the time for the two lead-
ers be reserved for their use later in
the day and morning business be
closed; that upon the conclusion of
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morning business, the Senate resume
consideration of the motion to proceed
to H.R. 3935, postcloture; that the Sen-
ate recess from 12:30 to 2:15 p.m. to
allow for the weekly caucus meetings;
finally, that all time during adjourn-
ment, recess, morning business, and
leader remarks count towards
postcloture debate time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

RECESS UNTIL WEDNESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 27, 2023, AT 10 A.M.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask that it stand in
recess under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:04 p.m., recessed until Wednesday,
September 27, at 10 a.m.
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