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(5) encourages renewed commitments to
ensure that the United States receives an-
nual deliveries of at least 350,000 acre-feet of
water under the Treaty.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 380—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF OCTOBER
1, 2023, THROUGH OCTOBER 7, 2023,

AS “RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
WEEK” TO CELEBRATE RELI-
GIOUS EDUCATION IN THE

UNITED STATES

Mr. GRAHAM (for himself, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mrs. CAPITO,
Mr. CORNYN, Mr. COTTON, Mr. CRAMER,
Mr. DAINES, Mr. HAGERTY, Mr. HAWLEY,
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. LANKFORD, Ms.
LuMMIS, Mr. RISCH, Mr. RUBIO, Mr.
ScoTT of Florida, Mr. ScoTT of South
Carolina, Mr. TUBERVILLE, Mr. WICKER,
and Mr. YOUNG) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 380

Whereas the free exercise of religion is an
inherent, fundamental, and inalienable right
protected by the First Amendment to the
Constitution of the United States;

Whereas the United States has long recog-
nized that the free exercise of religion is im-
portant to the intellectual, ethical, moral,
and civic development of individuals in the
United States, as evidenced by the Founders
of the United States, such as—

(1) Benjamin Franklin, who believed reli-
gion to be ‘‘uniquely capable of educating a
citizenry for democracy’’; and

(2) George Washington, who said in his
farewell address, ‘‘Of all the dispositions and
habits which lead to political prosperity, re-
ligion and morality are indispensable sup-
ports.”’;

Whereas religious education is useful for
self-development because it asks students to
consider and respond to questions concerning
the meaning and purpose of life, engages stu-
dents in questions about morality and jus-
tice, and enables students to identify their
values;

Whereas studies like the one published by
the International Journal of Mental Health
Systems in 2019 have shown that religious
education can be ‘‘instrumental to improv-
ing adolescent mental health’’ by helping
children learn how to make decisions based
on morals, promoting less risky choices, and
encouraging connectedness within a commu-
nity, which can enhance self-esteem and
well-being;

Whereas religious education fosters respect
for other religious groups and individuals
generally by acknowledging a source for
human dignity and worth;

Whereas the Supreme Court of the United
States found in Pierce v. Society of Sisters,
268 U.S. 510 (1925), that the State does not
have power ‘‘to standardize its children by
forcing them to accept instruction from pub-
lic teachers only. The child is not the mere
creature of the state; those who nurture him
and direct his destiny have the right, cou-
pled with the high duty, to recognize and
prepare him for additional obligations.”’;

Whereas religious instruction can come
from a variety of sources, including sec-
tarian schools and released time programs;

Whereas, according to the National Center
for Education Statistics, in 2015, 4,350,000
children in the United States attended sec-
tarian elementary and secondary schools
where those children received religious edu-
cation; and

Whereas the Supreme Court of the United
States held in Zorach v. Clauson, 343 U.S. 306
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(1952), that State statutes providing for the
release of public school students from school
to attend religious classes are constitu-
tional, and, as a result, an estimated 540,000
public school students in the United States
take advantage of released time programs
each year: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) affirms the importance of religious edu-
cation in the civic and moral development of
the people of the United States;

(2) celebrates the schools and organizations
that are engaged in religious instruction of
the children of the United States to aid
those children in intellectual, ethical, moral,
and civic development;

(3) calls on each of the 50 States, each ter-
ritory of the United States, and the District
of Columbia to accommodate individuals
who wish to be released from public school
attendance to attend religious classes; and

(4) designates the week of October 1, 2023,
through October 7, 2023, as ‘‘Religious Edu-
cation Week”’.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION  381—SUP-
PORTING THE DESIGNATION OF
THE WEEK OF AUGUST 28
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 1, 2023, AS
“NATIONAL COMMUNITY HEALTH
WORKER AWARENESS WEEK”

Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr.
PADILLA, Ms. HIRONO, Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
and Mr. BLUMENTHAL) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions:

S. REs. 381

Whereas a community health worker is a
frontline public health worker who is a
trusted member of the community in which
the worker serves and has an unusually close
understanding of that community that en-
ables the worker to build trusted relation-
ships, serve as a liaison between health and
social services and the community, facilitate
access to services, improve the quality and
cultural competence of service delivery,
build individual and community capacity,
and increase health knowledge and self-suffi-
ciency through a range of activities such as
outreach, community education, informal
counseling, social support, and advocacy;

Whereas community health workers are a
unique workforce, recognized in 36 States
with a professional certification;

Whereas community health workers are a
community-based workforce that builds rela-
tionships with those around them and helps
build treatment capacity in underserved
areas;

Whereas community health workers are a
historic and diverse workforce that goes
back hundreds of years in the United States
and reflects the diversity of the country;

Whereas community health workers have
been known by many different titles, includ-
ing community health representatives,
promotoras de salud, aunties, peers, and out-
reach workers;

Whereas community health workers are a
cross-sector workforce that connects com-
munity members to health care and other so-
cial services, reducing barriers to health and
well-being;

Whereas community health workers are a
proven workforce with decades of research
documenting effectiveness in maternal and
child health, chronic disease interventions,
immunization, oral health, HIV, primary
care, and many other disciplines and have a
documented return on investment for many
programs;

Whereas sustainable funding of community
health workers supports fair market wages
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and enhanced recruitment and retention of
the workforce;

Whereas community health workers fulfill
a wide range of roles, including—

(1) providing cultural mediation among in-
dividuals, communities, and health and so-
cial service systems;

(2) offering culturally appropriate health
education and information;

(3) offering care coordination, case man-
agement, and system navigation;

(4) providing coaching and social support;

(5) advocating for individuals and commu-
nities;

(6) building individual and community ca-
pacity;

(7) providing direct service;

(8) implementing individual and commu-
nity assessments;

(9) conducting outreach; and

(10) participating in evaluation and re-
search; and

Whereas community health worker net-
works are statewide, regional, or local asso-
ciations or coalitions with leadership and
membership that are composed of at least 50
percent community health workers,
promotoras, or community health represent-
atives and whose activities include training,
workforce development, mentoring, and
other initiatives to support community
health worker, promotora, and community
health representative programs: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Community Health Worker Awareness
Week;

(2) recognizes the significant contributions
of community health workers to the health
care system and communities across the
United States;

(3) encourages collaboration at the local,
State, and Federal levels to raise awareness
of the important role of community health
workers; and

(4) supports the work of community health
workers to improve health outcomes in un-
derserved and high-need communities.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 382—RECOG-
NIZING THE MONTH OF OCTOBER
2023 AS FILIPINO AMERICAN HIS-
TORY MONTH AND CELEBRATING
THE HISTORY AND CULTURE OF
FILIPINO AMERICANS AND THEIR
IMMENSE CONTRIBUTIONS TO
THE UNITED STATES

Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. BOOKER,
Mr. BROWN, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr.
FETTERMAN, Mr. KAINE, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. MARKEY, Ms. MURKOWSKI,
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. PADILLA, Ms. ROSEN,
Mr. SANDERS, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. WARNER,
and Ms. WARREN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 382

Whereas the earliest documented Filipino
presence in the continental United States
was October 18, 1587, when the first ‘‘Luzones
Indios” arrived in Morro Bay, California, on
board the Nuestra Senora de Esperanza, a
Manila-built galleon ship;

Whereas the Filipino American National
Historical Society recognizes 1763 as the year
in which the first permanent Filipino settle-
ment in the United States was established in
St. Malo, Louisiana;

Whereas the recognition of the first perma-
nent Filipino settlement in the TUnited
States adds a new perspective to the history
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of the United States by bringing attention to
the economic, cultural, social, and other no-
table contributions made by Filipino Ameri-
cans to the development of the TUnited
States;

Whereas the Filipino American community
is the third largest Asian American and Pa-
cific Islander group in the United States,
with a population of approximately 4,500,000;

Whereas, from 2000 to 2019, the Filipino
American community grew 78 percent, and
Filipinos are the largest Asian community in
Alaska, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada,
New Mexico, North Dakota, South Dakota,
and West Virginia;

Whereas, from the Civil War to the Iraq
and Afghanistan conflicts, Filipinos and Fili-
pino Americans have a longstanding history
of serving in the Armed Forces of the United
States;

Whereas more than 250,000 Filipinos fought
under the United States flag during World
War II to protect and defend the United
States in the Pacific theater;

Whereas a guarantee to pay back the serv-
ice of Filipinos through veterans benefits
was reversed by the First Supplemental Sur-
plus Appropriation Rescission Act, 1946 (Pub-
lic Law 79-301; 60 Stat. 6) and the Second
Supplemental Surplus Appropriation Rescis-
sion Act, 1946 (Public Law 79-391; 60 Stat.
221), which provided that the wartime service
of members of the Commonwealth Army of
the Philippines and the new Philippine
Scouts shall not be deemed to have been ac-
tive service, and, therefore, those members
did not qualify for certain benefits;

Whereas 26,000 Filipino World War II vet-
erans were granted United States citizenship
as a result of the Immigration Act of 1990
(Public Law 101-649; 104 Stat. 4978), which
was signed into law by President George
H.W. Bush on November 29, 1990;

Whereas, in 1991, the Filipino American
National Historical Society made efforts to
recognize October as Filipino American His-
tory Month for the first time;

Whereas, in 2009, Congress first recognized
October as Filipino American History Month
(S. Res. 298; H. Res. 780);

Whereas, on February 17, 2009, President
Barack Obama signed into law the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Pub-
lic Law 111-5; 123 Stat. 115), which estab-
lished the Filipino Veterans Equity Com-
pensation Fund to compensate Filipino
World War II veterans for their service to the
United States;

Whereas, since June 8, 2016, the Filipino
World War II Veterans Parole Program has
allowed Filipino World War II veterans and
certain family members to be reunited more
expeditiously than the immigrant visa proc-
ess allowed at that time;

Whereas, on December 14, 2016, President
Barack Obama signed into law the Filipino
Veterans of World War II Congressional Gold
Medal Act of 2015 (Public Law 114-265; 130
Stat. 1376) to award Filipino veterans who
fought alongside troops of the United States
in World War II the highest civilian honor
bestowed by Congress;

Whereas, on October 25, 2017, the Congres-
sional Gold Medal was presented to Filipino
World War II veterans in Emancipation Hall
in the Capitol Building, a recognition for
which the veterans had waited for more than
70 years;

Whereas Filipino Americans have received
the Congressional Medal of Honor, the high-
est award for valor in action against an
enemy force that may be bestowed on an in-
dividual serving in the Armed Forces, and
continue to demonstrate a commendable
sense of patriotism and honor in the Armed
Forces;

Whereas the late Peter Aquino Aduja of
Hawaii and the late Thelma Garcia
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Buchholdt of Alaska became the first Fili-
pino American elected to public office and
the first Filipina American elected to a leg-
islature in the United States, respectively,
inspiring their fellow Filipino Americans to
pursue public service in politics and govern-
ment;

Whereas Filipino American farmworkers
and labor leaders, such as Philip Vera Cruz
and Larry Itliong, played an integral role in
the multiethnic United Farm Workers move-
ment, alongside Cesar Chavez, Dolores
Huerta, and other Latino workers;

Whereas, on April 25, 2012, President
Barack Obama nominated Lorna G.
Schofield to be a United States District
Judge for the United States District Court
for the Southern District of New York, and
she was confirmed by the Senate on Decem-
ber 13, 2012, to be the first Filipina American
in United States history to serve as an Arti-
cle III Federal judge;

Whereas Filipino Americans play an inte-
gral role in the healthcare system of the
United States as nurses, doctors, first re-
sponders, and other medical professionals,
and approximately 1 in 4 working Filipino
adults in the United States is a frontline
healthcare worker;

Whereas Filipino Americans contribute

greatly to music, dance, literature, edu-
cation, business, hospitality, journalism,
sports, fashion, politics, government,

science, technology, the fine arts, and other
fields that enrich the United States;

Whereas, as mandated in the mission state-
ment of the Filipino American National His-
torical Society, efforts should continue to
promote the study of Filipino American his-
tory and culture because the roles of Filipino
Americans and other people of color have
largely been overlooked in the writing,
teaching, and learning of the history of the
United States;

Whereas it is imperative for Filipino
American youth to have positive role models
to instill—

(1) the significance of education, com-
plemented by the richness of Filipino Amer-
ican ethnicity; and

(2) the value of the Filipino American leg-
acy; and

Whereas it is essential to promote the un-
derstanding, education, and appreciation of
the history and culture of Filipino Ameri-
cans in the United States: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the celebration of Filipino
American History Month in October 2023 as—

(A) a testament to the advancement of Fil-
ipino Americans;

(B) a time to reflect on and remember the
many notable contributions that Filipino
Americans have made to the United States;
and

(C) a time to renew efforts toward the re-
search and examination of history and cul-
ture so as to provide an opportunity for all
people of the United States to learn more
about Filipino Americans and to appreciate
the historic contributions of Filipino Ameri-
cans to the United States; and

(2) urges the people of the United States to
observe Filipino American History Month
with appropriate programs and activities.

——
SENATE RESOLUTION  383—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND

IDEALS OF RED RIBBON WEEK
DURING THE PERIOD OF OCTO-
BER 23 THROUGH OCTOBER 31,
2023

Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Mrs.
FEINSTEIN) submitted the following res-
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olution; which was referred to the

Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions:
S. RES. 383

Whereas the National Family Partnership
started the Red Ribbon Campaign in 1988—

(1) to educate the people of the United
States about the link between drug use and
violence;

(2) to preserve the memory of Enrique
“Kiki” Camarena (referred to in this pre-
amble as ‘‘Special Agent Camarena’), a spe-
cial agent of the Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration who—

(A) served the Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration for 11 years; and
(B) was murdered in the line of duty in

1985, while engaged in the battle against il-

licit drugs;

(3) to commemorate the service of Special
Agent Camarena to the Drug Enforcement
Administration and the people of the United
States; and

(4) to further the cause for which Special
Agent Camarena gave his life;

Whereas the Red Ribbon Campaign is the
most longstanding drug use prevention pro-
gram in the United States, bringing drug
awareness to millions of people in the United
States each year;

Whereas Red Ribbon Week is celebrated
every year during the period of October 23
through October 31 by—

(1) State Governors and attorneys general;

(2) the National Family Partnership;

(3) parent-teacher associations;

(4) Boys and Girls Clubs of America;

(5) the Young Marines;

(6) the Drug Enforcement Administration;
and

(7)  hundreds of other
throughout the United States;

Whereas the objective of Red Ribbon Week
is to promote the creation of drug-free com-
munities through drug use prevention ef-
forts, education programs, parental involve-
ment, and community-wide support through
specific actions such as lighting up buildings
and landmarks, and activities that engage
the public;

Whereas, according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, drug overdoses
are the leading cause of death in people in
the United States between the ages of 18 to
45, outnumbering deaths by firearms, motor
vehicle crashes, suicide, or homicide;

Whereas approximately 107,735 people died
from drug overdoses in the United States in
2022;

Whereas reducing the demand for illicit
controlled substances would—

(1) curtail lethal addictions and overdoses;
and

(2) reduce the violence associated with
drug trafficking;

Whereas, although public awareness of il-
licit drug use is increasing, emerging drug
threats and growing epidemics continue to
demand attention;

Whereas the Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration hosts a National Take Back Day
twice a year, on the last Saturdays of Octo-
ber and April, for the public to safely dispose
of unused or expired prescription drugs that
can lead to accidental poisoning, overdose,
or misuse;

Whereas the National Family Partnership
hosts Lock Your Meds, a multi-media cam-
paign and program to encourage individuals,
businesses, and communities to dispose of
drugs appropriately and to reduce the de-
mand for drugs;

Whereas Lock Your Meds is statewide in
Idaho, North Carolina, and throughout the
southeastern United States;

Whereas synthetic opioids such as fentanyl
and the analogues of fentanyl devastated

organizations
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