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a different direction. What it said was 
that the hospital strike was, in fact, 
carried out by Israel. That misinforma-
tion was carried in the New York 
Times, the AP, and other news outlets 
in America. That misinformation cam-
paign caused a summit in Jordan to be 
canceled. It caused President Biden’s 
meetings to be canceled. It caused pro-
tests at embassies around the globe. 
Our Embassies, around the world, felt 
the devastation of misinformation, of 
lies, signaling to the world that now 
Israel must fight a different kind of 
war at the exact same time that they 
have a proportional response, which is 
and should be wiping Hamas off the 
face of the map. 

We saw, as a result of that misin-
formation war, Hezbollah mobilizing. 
We have seen very clearly an attempt 
to weaken Israel and their standing in 
the world. Devastation after devasta-
tion and then, on top of that, we see 
the emergence of another deadly en-
counter. 

Rather than waiting for the facts, 
these outlets carried the Hamas nar-
rative, carrying the narrative of an 
evil, lying terrorist organization. 

On top of that and equally as dev-
astating is to see the divide within the 
House of Representatives, where the 
vast majority of Republicans and 
Democrats stand firm with our ally 
Israel. But there are Members in the 
Squad who have decided to continue 
spreading the propaganda of Hamas. 
Congresswoman TLAIB has yet to delete 
the tweet that says ‘‘Israel just 
bombed the Baptist Hospital killing 500 
Palestinians (doctors, children, pa-
tients) just like that.’’ 

Delete the tweet. We cannot have 
Members of the U.S. Congress sending 
out and being an extension of the 
Hamas propaganda machine. It is des-
picable behavior from elected rep-
resentatives of the greatest Nation on 
God’s green Earth. 

Those Members did not start their 
anti-Semitic comments on October 8. 
This started months and even years 
prior. There is a cancer that is metas-
tasizing on the radical extreme left 
that has to be dealt with in America. I 
have said several times over the past 
several days that Psalm 122:6 is so im-
portant, that we should ‘‘pray for the 
peace of Jerusalem,’’ and those who do 
‘‘will prosper.’’ 

There is no doubt in my heart, there 
is no doubt in my mind that we find 
ourselves living in dangerous times in 
this world. Conflicts in Eastern Eu-
rope, now conflicts in the Middle East, 
and real threats in the Indo-Pacific. We 
need American mettle. We need Amer-
ican leadership. And we need it to be 
strong, defiant, clear, and undeniably 
the strongest force for good on the 
planet. 

It is one of the reasons why I made 
strong comments about the terrible de-
cision—the unbelievable decision—to 
release $6 billion for hostages. 

I said this during the Obama admin-
istration—that paying $400 million for 

hostages would make more Americans 
less safe abroad and raise the price on 
every head. Now with $6 billion being 
paid to Iran, with Iran being the chief 
funder of Hamas—after the attacks, 
Hamas thanked Iran for the help. We 
do not need an administration to be 
complicit with such challenging evil 
attacks on the Jewish State. 

That is one of the reasons why I seek 
consent to pass my legislation, the So-
lidify Iran Sanctions Act. In 1996, we 
put in place sanctions on Iran. We did 
so in the sector of their energy sector, 
because we understood that causing 
pain—causing pain—would be an im-
portant and necessary component of 
keeping Iran in its place, to slow down, 
if not stop, the spread of terrorism. 

I am thankful. I am thankful that in 
1996 we did act, but that action is set to 
sunset. It is set to expire. We must 
keep those sanctions in place, without 
any question. 

I look at the support. I look at the 
support for my legislation. This legis-
lation predates the attacks on the na-
tion of Israel. This bill has the support 
from both sides of the aisle. It is a 
commonsense step to make permanent 
the Iran Sanctions Act of 1996, and sup-
port comes from both sides of the aisle, 
including the only Jewish mother in 
the Senate, Senator ROSEN. These are 
one of the many steps we must take to 
restrain this regime from developing 
weapons that threaten the safety and 
security around the world. 

I believe that if we want to respond 
to this brutality, if we want to respond 
to this evil, one of the ways that we 
can respond is by making permanent 
the sanctions on Iran. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of S. 1390 and the 
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration. 

I further ask that the bill be consid-
ered read a third time and passed and 
that the motion to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The senior Senator from Utah. 
Mr. LEE. Madam President, reserv-

ing the right to object, I appreciate the 
passion with which the Senator from 
South Carolina has delivered his re-
marks today. I am also grateful for his 
willingness to adopt a minor modifica-
tion in the savings clause, clarifying 
that nothing in this legislation may be 
construed as independently authorizing 
the use of military force against Iran 
or any country. It is something we 
should do independently. 

So I am grateful for the Senator from 
South Carolina’s willingness to work 
with me on that and that he has agreed 
to do it. 

The junior Senator from Kentucky, 
Senator PAUL, has suffered a death in 
his family and is away today attending 
the funeral of that immediate family 
member. At his request, I am here to 
object on his behalf. 

On behalf of Senator PAUL, I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard. 
Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. 

Madam President, I am deeply dis-
appointed that common sense seems to 
be harder to find in Washington, DC. It 
is just not common enough. 

I certainly hope that we have an op-
portunity to see SISA—my bill—make 
permanent the sanctions against Iran. 
It is critically important that we show 
progress sidelining the largest state 
supporter of terrorism in the world. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

RECESS UNTIL 5 P.M. TODAY 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until 5 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 3:40 p.m., 
recessed, and reassembled at 5 p.m. 
when called to order by the Presiding 
Officer (Ms. CORTEZ MASTO). 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS—Continued 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST— 
S. 489 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Florida. 

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Madam Presi-
dent, I stand again in support of our 
great ally Israel. 

The terror and devastation unleashed 
on Israel by Iran-backed Hamas terror-
ists has rightly horrified the world. 
What I am about to describe is difficult 
to say and uncomfortable to hear, but 
it has to be said on the Senate floor. 
We cannot make this stuff up. The 
world must know the atrocities that 
have occurred in Israel. 

On the morning of Saturday, October 
7, 2023, as families rose to start a new 
day, make breakfast, or slowly wake 
up in their beds, terror approached. In-
nocent families were murdered in their 
homes. Babies were killed. Innocent, 
little babies were murdered, and some 
were ruthlessly beheaded. Children 
were burned alive. Teenage girls were 
raped and then burned alive. An elder-
ly, wheelchair-bound woman, who was 
later identified as a Holocaust sur-
vivor, was brutally dragged through 
the streets of Gaza. Children who wit-
nessed the murders of their parents 
were kidnapped and are now being held 
hostage by Hamas. More than 250 
young people were savagely murdered 
while attending a music festival in 
southern Israel—many shot in the back 
as they tried to run away. 

At least 31 Americans—31 Ameri-
cans—have been killed. More than 1,400 
innocent people were killed in Israel, 
and we have no idea how many are 
being held hostage by Iran-backed 
Hamas terrorists in Gaza. The atroc-
ities are too numerous to fully recount, 
but the images seen will never leave 
our memories. 

I was sent a photo of Kfar Aza. I vis-
ited this kibbutz during a trip to Israel 
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with AIPAC in 2019. At the time, it was 
full of happy families and children, but 
it is now silenced by brutality and 
death. 

This week, I talked to the individual 
who gave me the tour of the village, or 
the kibbutz. It was a beautiful place, 
with nice people—happy. I was told she 
is only alive because she was not there. 
She told me the family who lived next 
door to her on the right was murdered, 
that the family on her left was mur-
dered, and that the family down the 
street was murdered. I was told that 
the Hamas terrorists set fires to force 
people out of their homes and safe 
rooms, and they savagely murdered in-
nocent Israelis—many shot at close 
range. She told me that she was talk-
ing to her sister, who was in a safe 
room, and the Hamas terrorists were 
trying to break in. Fortunately, they 
weren’t able to. 

Children were shot in front of their 
parents, and some have been kidnapped 
to Gaza. Iran-backed Hamas terrorists 
slaughtered the innocent babies in 
their beds. I met so many happy people 
there just a few short years ago. Now I 
fear a lot of them are going to be dead. 

We saw FOX News correspondent 
Trey Yingst report: 

Bodies litter the town of Be’eri. You can 
see here it’s complete and total destruction. 
All of the houses are destroyed. It looks like 
many were blown up with RPGs or other ex-
plosives. People were shot and killed in their 
beds, executed at point blank range. This is 
the most horrific thing I have ever seen. 

Thomas Hand is the father of Emily, 
an 8-year-old girl who was killed by 
Hamas in Be’eri. Thomas had to wait 2 
days before he found out that Emily 
was killed. 

I am the father of two daughters and 
am the grandfather of seven grand-
children. Watching this father speak 
about the murder of his daughter is 
heart-wrenching. 

He said to CNN: 
They just said we found Emily, and she’s 

dead. And I went ‘‘Yes!’’ And I smiled. 

This is what he said. 
He said: 
I smiled because that is the best news of 

the possibilities that I knew. . . . She was ei-
ther dead or in Gaza. 

He said: 
And, if you know anything about what 

they do to people in Gaza, that is worse than 
death. 

Do you know why they murdered 
Emily and more than 1,400 other 
Israelis and 31 Americans that these 
Iran-backed Hamas killers slaugh-
tered? Simply because they were Jew-
ish. They killed them because they 
hate Jews and want to kill every Jew. 

It is unimaginable what these fami-
lies have suffered. We cannot look 
away. Let’s remember these were 
Israeli and American families. The 
atrocities are too numerous to fully re-
count, but these stories and the images 
we have all seen will never leave our 
memories. 

Not since the Holocaust has the 
world witnessed such a brutal attack 

on the Jewish people. Sadly, the Jew-
ish people have endured thousands of 
years of hate and persecution, but this 
will not be the end of Israel or the Jew-
ish people. 

Israel is surrounded by terrorist 
groups that want it wiped off the face 
of the Earth. I have seen this firsthand 
during my five visits to Israel, which 
has given me a clear perspective on 
Israel’s proximity to its enemies 
Hamas, Hezbollah, ISIS, and Iran. 

I want to be clear: Hamas and 
Hezbollah are not religious groups. 
They are not on a noble political quest 
for liberty or civil justice. They are 
terrorist thugs, and they are killers. 
They are killers who seek to eradicate 
the Jewish people from this Earth, and 
they are funded and supported by the 
evil Iranian regime. 

In August 2021, the Senate voted 99 to 
0 for my amendment to a budget bill to 
ensure that U.S. tax dollars do not ben-
efit terrorist organizations such as 
Hamas. The vote was 99 to 0. Everyone 
in this body agrees American taxpayers 
should never fund Hamas terrorists. 
Unfortunately, the final text of the bill 
did not include my language, necessi-
tating further action today. 

Here is why we need the Stop Tax-
payer Funding of Hamas Act. In 2021, 
Biden’s State Department said: 

We’re going to be working in partnership 
with the United Nations and the Palestinian 
Authority to kind of channel aid there in a 
manner that does its best to go to the people 
of Gaza. 

The official went on to say: 
As we’ve seen in life—as we all know in 

life—there are no guarantees, but we’re 
going to do everything that we can to ensure 
that this assistance reaches the people who 
need it the most. 

We all know that Hamas controls 
Gaza. Every dollar that goes to Gaza 
comes under the control of Hamas, who 
decides what it is going to do with it. 

So what I heard from the Biden State 
Department in 2021 is that the adminis-
tration can’t guarantee that American 
taxpayer dollars aren’t going to fund 
terrorists in Hamas. The Biden admin-
istration thinks the risk of resources 
going to Hamas terrorists is OK be-
cause, in life, ‘‘there are no guaran-
tees.’’ 

I reject that, and I will not leave 
anything to chance when it comes to 
preventing U.S. taxpayer money from 
being sent to the brutal terrorists who 
have slaughtered so many Israelis and 
Americans. 

And we know for a fact that Hamas 
uses humanitarian aid to support its 
terrorist attacks. Look at this one. 
This is a humanitarian package. It is a 
humanitarian UNICEF bag that was 
found among the trucks used to carry 
Iran-backed Hamas terrorists into 
Israeli towns where they brutally mur-
dered innocent families and burned 
homes to the ground. I guess there was 
no guarantee. 

I have talked to a lot of rabbis in 
Florida. We have a lot of synagogues 
there. They told me that they have 

seen lots of pictures on Israeli TV of 
humanitarian rice bags and that, when 
people opened them, there were bullets 
in them. 

The administration must do better 
and fully control where American tax-
payer money is going. We can. We can 
make sure American taxpayers aren’t 
funding terrorists. That is why I am 
again asking that we pass the Stop 
Taxpayer Funding of Hamas Act. I am 
proud to have the support of Senators 
CINDY HYDE-SMITH, MIKE BRAUN, KEVIN 
CRAMER, and TED BUDD on this bill. 

What this bill says—it is common 
sense—is that no funds will be author-
ized for the territory of Gaza until the 
President certifies to Congress that 
these funds can be spent without bene-
fitting terrorist organizations. 

The Stop Taxpayer Funding of 
Hamas Act also ensures that U.S. funds 
are not authorized for expenditure in 
the territory of Gaza through any 
United Nations entity or office unless 
the President can certify that it is not 
encouraging or teaching anti-Israel and 
anti-Semitic ideas and propaganda. It 
is pretty basic. 

Finally, this bill mandates that the 
President certify that there are no hos-
tages—and we know there are hostages 
in Gaza—being held in Gaza by any ter-
rorist organization. 

Just this morning, President Biden 
announced $100 million of U.S. aid for 
Gaza and the West Bank. While Iran- 
backed Hamas terrorists continue at-
tacks against Israel and hold American 
hostages in Gaza, I cannot think of a 
more critical time to pass this bill. 

Let me just finish with something 
that somebody reminded me of today. 

I know a family in Florida who lost 
their sister-in-law and her husband, 
and I think there were two 6-years-olds 
and a 3-year-old. So here is the way it 
works. They lost their loved ones, but 
their government is going to tax them 
to give money to the Palestinian Au-
thority that gives money to the terror-
ists who died while killing their fam-
ily. You can’t make this stuff up. 

So, I mean, this is a simple bill. 
Let me now turn it over to my col-

league from Indiana, Senator BRAUN. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Indiana. 
Mr. BRAUN. Madam President, I was 

on that trip with Senator SCOTT back 
in, I believe, August of 2019. 

What struck me about that visit, as 
we went to almost every perimeter in 
Israel, is how they had to be on guard 
constantly—constantly—to keep from 
having something flying into one of 
their towns or villages. 

When we did visit the one that Rick 
referred to, what struck me is they had 
like a big locker by one of the homes 
that showed all of the unique ways— 
and I think it was the village nearest 
to the Gaza Strip—of how many at-
tempts that were made over time. 
Thank goodness, most of them had fall-
en short, but it gave me the impression 
that there was never a moment of real 
security. 
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Then we saw how, within those vil-

lages, you had to be on guard almost 
100 percent of the time and scurry into 
a safe room that would disrupt the nor-
mal pace of your life. Imagine if you 
had to live under those conditions. And 
here, it has been a long time since any-
thing of this magnitude has come 
along—probably nearly 50 years—but it 
shows that it never ends there. 

When something like this does hap-
pen and when we have had legislation 
that looks like it was intended to pre-
vent this and it went through—I think, 
according to the Senator, unani-
mously—this should be a slam dunk in 
that we would want to make sure that 
nothing can leak free out of any other 
type of aid that would help something 
like this either persist or happen again. 

If the report in the Wall Street Jour-
nal is accurate, Iran was closely in-
volved in the planning and execution of 
the horrible terrorist act on Israel. If 
that is the case, then it appears the $6 
billion in cash, unfrozen for Iran, freed 
up resources to aid the attack. We 
should suspend those funds imme-
diately and permanently. We must also 
take extra steps to make sure the 
United States is not inadvertently 
funding terrorist activities. This bill— 
a simple one—the Stop Taxpayer Fund-
ing of Hamas Act, would do just that. 

Under this bill, the President will 
have to certify that no U.S. funds are 
able to go to Hamas or members of 
Hamas. It would also make sure that 
funds are not benefiting organizations 
controlled or influenced by Hamas, 
Palestinian Islamic Jihad, or any other 
terrorist organization. It simply puts 
in specificity what we all should be for. 

With President Biden’s announce-
ment today that he intends to send $100 
million in aid to Gaza, we need this 
legislation to become law immediately. 
The American people need to feel con-
fident that their tax dollars are not 
going to fund the mayhem we saw in 
Israel at the hands of Hamas terrorists. 

I yield the floor to the Senator from 
North Carolina. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Carolina. 

Mr. BUDD. Madam President, on Oc-
tober 7, Hamas terrorists launched an 
unprovoked and barbaric series of ter-
rorist attacks inside Israel. Over 1,400 
children, women, and men were bru-
tally murdered. Thirty-one Americans 
were killed, and dozens remain missing 
or held hostage. 

In the wake of such a despicable se-
ries of attacks, we must ensure that 
our taxpayer dollars are not being sent 
to aid these terrorist killers. 

Two years ago, one of our own State 
Department officials in the Biden ad-
ministration acknowledged the possi-
bility that aid to the Palestinians 
could find its way into Hamas’s hands. 
That is unacceptable. 

That is why Senator RICK SCOTT’s 
Stop Taxpayer Funding of Hamas Act 
is so critical right now. It simply 
states that no U.S. taxpayer dollars 
would be authorized to Gaza until the 

President certifies to us, to Congress, 
that there are measures in place to pre-
vent any taxpayer dollars from bene-
fiting terrorist organizations. 

At the end of the day, we should be 
standing shoulder to shoulder with the 
State of Israel to give them everything 
that they need to destroy Hamas. 

I urge the Senate to pass this with-
out delay. 

I thank my colleague from Florida 
for his leadership on this issue, and I 
yield to him. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Florida. 

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Madam Presi-
dent, I thank my colleagues Senator 
BRAUN and Senator BUDD for joining 
me here on the Senate floor to pass 
this important legislation. 

You know, the individual who gave 
me the tour of the kibbutz—she was 
telling me that they were just half a 
mile from Gaza, and before Hamas took 
over the Gaza area, she used to be able 
to walk all the way to the beach, and it 
was safe. 

I think most people in America—no 
one is against Gazans, but to take any 
chance that our money goes to Hamas 
before or after this doesn’t make any 
sense. 

I think every single Member of this 
body can agree that the United States 
shouldn’t allow a single dollar of tax-
payer money to get into the hands of 
terrorists—funding that is being used 
to kill innocent Israelis and Americans 
and hold our citizens and others hos-
tage. 

I look forward to my colleagues join-
ing me today. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
Foreign Relations Committee be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
S. 489 and the Senate proceed to its im-
mediate consideration. I further ask 
that the Scott of Florida substitute 
amendment at the desk be considered 
and agreed to; the bill, as amended, be 
considered read a third time and 
passed; and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
an objection? 

Mr. SANDERS. Reserving the right 
to object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont. 

Mr. SANDERS. Madam President, I 
listened carefully to what Senator 
SCOTT and others have said about the 
barbarous acts committed by Hamas 
against innocent men, women, and 
children—the mowing down by ma-
chine guns of young people who were 
doing nothing more than attending a 
dance; the murder of babies. This is a 
horrific—horrific—act, precipitating a 
worldwide crisis, and the United States 
of America—all of us—condemn this 
act. 

In my view, the State of Israel has 
the absolute right to defend itself 
against Hamas and terrorism in gen-
eral—no debate on that. But what I ask 
my colleagues to also consider is that 

while we fully appreciate the horrific 
attack by Hamas against innocent peo-
ple of Israel, I ask you also to under-
stand that right now there are hun-
dreds and hundreds of thousands of in-
nocent men, women, and children in 
Gaza who have lost their homes. They 
have been thrown out of their homes. 
They have no food. They have no 
water. They have no fuel. And I remind 
my colleagues that half of those people 
are children. Half of the people in Gaza 
are children. So, yes, we are united in 
doing everything we can to destroy 
Hamas and their terrorism, but I im-
plore you, do not take Hamas’s inhu-
manity and brutality and terrorism 
against children who are 3 or 5 years 
old. 

I ask you to think for a moment. 
Think about it. I have a State that I 
represent, the State of Vermont— 
630,000 people. A million people—most 
of them are poor. They had nothing to 
begin with. Before this whole business, 
Gaza was one of the most desperately 
poor places in the world. Youth unem-
ployment was 75 percent, many of their 
people dependent on the U.N. for basic 
survival. 

So what I am asking people to take a 
look at is to understand what our coun-
try is about, and what our country 
must not be involved in is making the 
horrific and miserable situation in 
Gaza even worse. 

Many of the families—and, again, 
these are people thrown out of their 
homes. They don’t know where they 
are going. They don’t know who will 
accept them. They don’t know if they 
are ever going back to their homes. 
And they were poor to begin with. Do 
we really want to deny those people aid 
from the U.N. and other agencies to 
feed the children, to provide water for 
them? Is that really what we are 
about? 

Of course, it goes without saying that 
we have to do everything we can to 
make sure that not one nickel goes to 
the murderous Hamas organization, 
but at the same time, we have to stand 
with the innocent women and children 
in Palestine who are suffering today 
and are facing an almost unprece-
dented modern humanitarian disaster. 

So today, in the midst of this crisis, 
U.S. and U.N. assistance in Gaza is 
aimed squarely at addressing the basic 
needs of the Palestinian people, includ-
ing humanitarian aid and water and 
health programs. The United States 
and the United Nations go to great 
lengths to ensure that aid gets to the 
people needed and is not diverted, 
through trusted partners like Catholic 
Relief Services. The Israeli Govern-
ment itself recognizes the importance 
of this U.N. humanitarian aid and has 
long supported it. 

Today, in the midst of this horrific 
crisis, the United States and the inter-
national community are working to se-
cure humanitarian access—and from 
media reports I have seen recently, we 
may be making some progress on 
that—so that the U.N. can get food and 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:52 Oct 19, 2023 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00020 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G18OC6.029 S18OCPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S5075 October 18, 2023 
water and fuel and medicine to the mil-
lion or more people in Gaza who need 
essential supplies. That should be our 
focus. There are people now facing hun-
ger, they are facing incredible despera-
tion, and we cannot—cannot—turn our 
backs on them. 

If you think this is going to be good 
for Israel, if you think that the suf-
fering of the Palestinian people long 
term is good for Israel, I think you are 
sorely mistaken. 

The world is looking at us, and the 
world understands that what Hamas 
did was terrible, but they don’t want to 
see our great country turn its back on 
innocent women and children. That, in 
my view, is not what this country is 
about. 

This is a tough issue. There have 
been four wars there in the last 15 
years. It ain’t going to be solved to-
morrow. But while we do our best to 
support Israel and destroy Hamas, 
please, let us not turn our backs on the 
suffering people in Gaza. 

This is not what we should be doing, 
not what Congress should be doing, and 
therefore I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard. 

The Senator from Florida. 
Mr. SCOTT of Florida. So I hoped my 

colleague would change his position if 
he just read what I said. The bill 
doesn’t say that money can’t go to 
Gaza; it says that no funds will be au-
thorized for the territory of Gaza until 
the President certifies to Congress that 
these funds can be spent without bene-
fiting terrorist organizations. I don’t 
know how anybody can disagree with 
that. It says that no funds are author-
ized for expenditure in the territory of 
Gaza through any United Nations enti-
ty or office unless the President can 
certify that it is not encouraging or 
teaching anti-Israel and anti-Semitic 
ideas and propaganda. 

So this doesn’t say money can’t go to 
Gaza and help Gazans. This bill says 
the President has to ensure that this 
isn’t happening and rice bags are not 
being filled with bullets and we are not 
having the PLO give money to terror-
ists who killed American citizens or 
their families. That is all this says, is 
that the money cannot go for the ben-
efit of Hamas. So if you disagree with 
what this says, then you are saying 
money can go to Hamas. I don’t know 
how else you can disagree with it. This 
is so basic. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont. 

Mr. SANDERS. The thing is that 
hundreds of thousands of women and 
children are living in desperation 
today. And nobody in the world can 
guarantee that a bottle of water may 
not go to somebody connected to 
Hamas. If you are insistent upon that, 
what you are really saying is, no 
money for Gaza. 

So, with that, I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Sen-

ators, I am going to ask that you di-
rect your comments and questions to 
the Chair. 

The Senator from Vermont, you were 
recognized. Thank you. 

The Senator from Florida, you are 
now recognized. 

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Madam Presi-
dent, let us just remember, what we 
are talking about is, this is not against 
sending money to Gaza. It is saying we 
have—if we are going to send money, it 
cannot go for the benefit of individuals 
who murdered babies, raped teenage 
girls, and shot people in their sleep. I 
mean, I don’t know how anybody can 
ever support giving money to Gaza 
when you know it is going to go to 
Hamas if you are not careful. And that 
is exactly what this administration 
said. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee. 

f 

BORDER SECURITY 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Presi-
dent, I know that we are all watching 
what is happening with Israel and then 
also looking at how that affects our na-
tional security. And in doing this, one 
of the things we have paid attention to 
is what is happening at our southern 
border. 

As you look at the numbers there, it 
really is quite frightening to see how 
people from all across the globe are 
coming to our southern border. Indeed, 
last year, we had individuals from 176 
different countries that came to our 
southern border. Among this number, 
there were hundreds of gang members, 
there were thousands of convicted 
criminals, and there were individuals 
of interest—names of interest—that 
our Border Patrol watched, and, in-
deed, there were people on the Ter-
rorist Watchlist. 

Last year, in 2023—that is, our fiscal 
2023—there were 151 apprehensions of 
individuals on the Terrorist Watchlist. 
Now, this number is really quite a dra-
matic increase. In 2022, there were 98 
individuals on the Terrorist Watchlist 
who were apprehended at the southern 
border. In 2021, there were 15. And in 
2019, there were zero—not a one. 

Now, as you look at these numbers 
and as you look at what is happening 
here, it is natural to think: What has 
caused this uptick in terrorists that 
are coming to our border? If you are 
going to be honest about these num-
bers, what you would have to do is say: 
OK, what has changed from 2019 to 2021 
and 2022 and 2023? And in a sane 
world—which maybe this is not a sane 
world right now—it would lead you to 
look at this administration’s border 
policies: the ease with which people 
can come to the border, raise their 
hands, and claim asylum; the way the 
cartels have expanded around the globe 
as global businesses, indeed, moving 
human trafficking from having been a 
$500 million-a-year business in 2019 to 
today, this year, $150 billion—‘‘billion’’ 
with a B. Those are the numbers that 
we are dealing with. 

And for terrorists who want to get in 
this country—and I would say it is not 

a stretch to think they are coming 
here to do us harm—maybe they are 
saying: It is the easiest way. You can 
claim asylum. You can grab a child and 
say you are bringing your child to 
America for a better life. 

But the numbers are not my num-
bers. They are not Republican num-
bers. They are not Senate numbers. 
These are the numbers that come from 
the Department of Homeland Security. 
This is what they have logged. 

Now, the other thing that we have to 
look at is that in fiscal year 2022, DHS 
reported that 2.4 million individuals 
tried to force their way across the 
southern border. And, indeed, we have 
to say that. And, in that, we also have 
an additional 600,000 ‘‘got-aways.’’ 
Those are the ones who can be seen on 
surveillance but they can’t get to. 

Those are pretty hefty numbers, and 
those are the 2022 numbers. In 2023, the 
numbers are even above that. It is im-
possible to control an influx of this 
magnitude, which means it is also im-
possible for us to control the collective 
threat that this poses to our country. 
Because, in those ‘‘got-aways,’’ how 
many are terrorists? How many are 
gang members? How many are drug 
traffickers? How many are sex traf-
fickers? How many of those ‘‘got- 
aways’’ are coming to inflict harm on 
our cities, our towns, our communities, 
and our citizens? 

Now, what has concerned me and 
what concerns so many Tennesseans— 
and I hear it regularly—last night, I 
did a cell phone townhall, which I 
enjoy doing and hearing firsthand from 
Tennesseans, spending an hour taking 
questions, answering their questions. 
And what really bothers so many of 
them is our President and his adminis-
tration’s unwillingness to acknowledge 
the very existence of the threats that 
that open border brings to us. It jeop-
ardizes our safety and our security and, 
I would say, even the security of our 
allies. 

We have got a lot of adversaries in 
this world. We all know that. When you 
look at Russia, China, Iran, North 
Korea, we know we have got adver-
saries. You look at what is happening 
with Hamas in Israel, in those horrific 
attacks there. And we can say our ad-
versaries may be sadistic, but they are 
not stupid. They know the border is 
open. 

They know that we are practicing— 
this administration is practicing—a 
foreign policy of appeasement. And 
maybe that is the reason that even this 
month what you saw was 2,000 Chinese, 
100 Russians, 35 Pakistanis, and 30 Ira-
nians coming to our southern border; 
coming in the country illegally; com-
ing, saying they are claiming asylum. 

Does this make us safer? No, it 
doesn’t, when you do not know who is 
coming into this country and their in-
tent. 

Now, Hamas has noted the confusion 
in our foreign policy and the lack of 
clarity. They saw it when President 
Biden withdrew troops from the 
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