October 25, 2023

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington.

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President,
this amendment would create an auto-
matic CR, which would make it way
harder for Congress to actually get its
job done and fund our government. It
would allow Members, particularly
those who are fine with obstructing, to
ignore their responsibility to fund our
government and deliver for the com-
munities that they represent; it will
hurt Agencies and programs people
count on by freezing funding levels; it
will weaken our ability to deliver fund-
ing for TUkraine and Israel, for
childcare and so much else; it will
allow critical laws to lapse and poten-
tially create chaos on this floor.

Let’s be clear. No one wants to avoid
a shutdown more than I do. But the
way that we avoid a shutdown is by
Members of Congress sitting down and
working together to prevent one, re-
sponsibly, by funding our government,
not by abdicating Congress’s responsi-
bility to control the powers of the
purse and avoiding the hard work of
compromise by putting funding on per-
petual autopilot.

But I am afraid that is exactly what
this amendment would do, and it would
create a new, unproven fast-track proc-
ess, allowing six Senators to com-
pletely ignore our committee process,
completely ignore regular order, and
take over the floor and force the Sen-
ate to consider appropriations vehicles
of any and all sizes with little or no
scrutiny or input.

We need to get our jobs done. We
need to pass our appropriations bills.
That is what we are working on, not
set ourselves on a path to endlessly
kick the can down the road. I strongly
urge my colleagues to vote no on this
amendment.

I yield the floor.

VOTE ON AMENDMENT NO. 1232 TO AMENDMENT

NO. 1092

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question now occurs on agreeing to
amendment No. 1232.

Mr. LANKFORD. I ask for the yeas
and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Mr. PADILLA),
is necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
South Carolina (Mr. SCOTT).

The result was announced—yeas 56,
nays 42, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 269 Leg.]

YEAS—56
Barrasso Cassidy Daines
Blackburn Collins Ernst
Boozman Cornyn Fischer
Braun Cotton Graham
Britt Cramer Grassley
Budd Crapo Hagerty
Capito Cruz Hassan
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Hawley Marshall Schmitt
Hoeven McConnell Scott (FL)
Hyde-Smith Menendez Sinema
Johnson Moran Sullivan
Kaine Mullin Thune
Kelly Murkowski Tillis
Kennedy Ricketts Tuberville
King Risch
Lankford Romney &?Eflir
Lee Rosen R
Lummis Rounds Wicker
Manchin Rubio Young
NAYS—42
Baldwin Fetterman Reed
Bennet Gillibrand Sanders
Blumenthal Heinrich Schatz
Booker Hickenlooper Schumer
Brown Hirono Shaheen
Butler Klobuchar Smith
Cantwell Lujan Stabenow
Cardin Markey Tester
Carper Merkley Van Hollen
Casey Murphy Warnock
Coons Murray Warren
Cortez Masto Ossoff Welch
Duckworth Paul Whitehouse
Durbin Peters Wyden
NOT VOTING—2
Padilla Scott (SC)
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

OSSOFF). On this vote, the yeas are 56,
the nays are 42.

Under the previous order requiring 60
votes for the adoption of this amend-
ment, the amendment is not agreed to.

The amendment (No. 1232) was re-
jected.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from West Virginia.

———

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 3135

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I un-
derstand that there is a bill at the
desk, and I ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
first time.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 3135) making emergency supple-
mental appropriations for assistance for the
situation in Israel for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2024, and for other purposes.

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I now
ask for a second reading, and in order
to place the bill on the calendar under
the provisions of rule XIV, I object to
my own request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The bill will be read for the second
time on the next legislative day.

——
RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the en bloc consideration of
the following Senate resolutions: S.
Res. 430, S. Res. 431, and S. Res. 432.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions
en bloc.

Mr. MANCHIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolutions be agreed to,
the preambles be agreed to, and that
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table, all
en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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The resolutions were agreed to.

The preambles were agreed to.

(The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.’’)

Mr. MANCHIN. I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MORNING BUSINESS

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, section
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms
sales as defined by that statute. Upon
such notification, the Congress has 30
calendar days during which the sale
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to
the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I
ask unanimous consent to have printed
in the RECORD the notifications which
have been received. If the cover letter
references a classified annex, then such
annex is available to all Senators in
the office of the Foreign Relations
Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Washington, DC.
Hon. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
23-70, concerning the Army’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Latvia for defense articles and serv-
ices estimated to cost $220 million. We will
issue a news release to notify the public of
this proposed sale upon delivery of this let-
ter to your office.

Sincerely,
JAMES A. HURSCH,
Director.
Enclosures.
TRANSMITTAL NO. 23-70

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the

Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
the Republic of Latvia.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment * $195 million.

Other $25 million.

Total $220 million.

Funding Source: National Funds and For-
eign Military Financing.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase:
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Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

Six (6) M142 High Mobility Artillery Rock-
et Systems (HIMARS)

Twelve (12) M30A2 Guided Multiple Launch
Rocket System (GMLRS) Alternative War-
head (AW) Pods with Insensitive Munitions
Propulsion System (IMPS)

Twelve (12) M31A2 GMLRS Unitary
(GMLRS-U) High Explosive Pods with IMPS

Ten (10) M57 Army Tactical Missile System
(ATACMS) Pods

Non-MDE: Also included are Reduced
Range Practice Rocket (RRPR) Pods; inter-
com systems to support the HIMARS
Launcher; ruggedized laptops; training;
training equipment; publications for
HIMARS, munitions, and spares; services;
other support equipment; and other related
elements of program and logistic support.

(iv) Military Department: Army (LG-B-
UEL).

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: LG-B-PCA.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
October 24, 2023.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Latvia-M142 High Mobility Artillery Rocket
Systems

The Government of the Republic of Latvia
has requested to buy six (6) M142 High Mobil-
ity Artillery Rocket Systems (HIMARS);
twelve (12) M30A2 Guided Multiple Launch
Rocket System (GMLRS) Alternative War-
head (AW) Pods with Insensitive Munitions
Propulsion System (IMPS); twelve (12)
M31A2 GMLRS Unitary (GMLRS-U) High Ex-
plosive Pods with IMPS; and ten (10) M57
Army Tactical Missile System (ATACMS)
Pods. Also included are Reduced Range Prac-
tice Rocket (RRPR) Pods; intercom systems
to support the HIMARS Launcher;
ruggedized laptops; training; training equip-
ment; publications for HIMARS, munitions,
and spares; services; other support equip-
ment; and other related elements of program
and logistic support. The estimated total
program cost is $220 million.

This proposed sale will support the foreign
policy goals and national security objectives
of the United States by improving the secu-
rity of a NATO Ally that is an important
force for political stability and economic
progress in Europe.

The proposed sale will improve Latvia’s ca-
pability to meet current and future threats,
and will enhance its interoperability with
U.S. and other allied forces. Latvia will have
no difficulty absorbing this equipment into
its armed forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment and
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region.

The principal contractor will be Lockheed
Martin, Grand Prairie, TX. There are no
known offset agreements in connection with
this potential sale.

Implementation of this proposed sale will
require the assignment of two (2) U.S. Gov-
ernment and five (5) contractor representa-
tives to Latvia for a period of one year. Addi-
tional U.S. Government or contractor rep-
resentative travel to Latvia will be required
for program management reviews. This trav-
el is expected to occur approximately twice
a year or as needed to support equipment
fielding and training.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.
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TRANSMITTAL NO. 23-70
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act
Annex Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The M142 High Mobility Artillery Rocket
System (HIMARS) is a C-130 transportable
wheeled launcher mounted on a 5-ton Family
of Medium Tactical Vehicles truck chassis.
HIMARS is the modern Army-fielded version
of the Multiple Launch Rocket System
(MLRS) M270 launcher and can fire all of the
MLRS Family of Munitions (FOM), including
Guided Multiple Launch Rocket System
(GMLRS) variants and the Army Tactical
Missile System (ATACMS). Utilizing the
MLRS FOM, the HIMARS can engage targets
between 15 and 300 kilometers with GPS-
aided precision accuracy.

2. The Guided Multiple Launch Rocket
System (GMLRS) M31A2 Unitary is the
Army’s primary munition for units fielding
the M142 HIMARS and M270A1 Multiple
Launcher Rocket System (MLRS) Launch-
ers. The M31 Unitary is a solid propellant ar-
tillery rocket that uses Global Positioning
System/Precise Positioning Service (GPS/
PPS)-aided inertial guidance enabled by
SAASM or M-Code to deliver a single high-
explosive blast fragmentation warhead accu-
rately and quickly to targets at ranges from
15-70 kilometers. The rockets are fired from
a launch pod container that also serves as
the storage and transportation container for
the rockets. Each rocket pod holds six (6)
total rockets.

3. The M30A2 GMLRS Alternative Warhead
shares a greater than 90% commonality with
the M31A1 Unitary. The primary difference
between the GMLRS-U and GMLRS-AW is
the replacement of the Unitary’s high explo-
sive warhead with a 200-pound fragmentation
warhead of pre-formed tungsten penetrators
which is optimized for effectiveness against
large-area and imprecisely located targets.
The munitions otherwise share a common
motor, OPS/PPS-aided inertial guidance en-
abled by SAASM or M-Code, control system,
fusing mechanism, multi-option height of
burst capability, and effective range of 15—
70km.

4. The M57 Army Tactical Missile System
(ATACMS)—Unitary is a conventional, semi-
ballistic missile that utilizes a 500-pound
high explosive warhead. It has an effective
range of between 70 and 300 kilometers, and
has increased lethality and accuracy over
previous versions of the ATACMS due to a
GPS/Precise Position System (PPS) aided
navigation system.

5. The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET.

6. If a technologically advanced adversary
were to obtain knowledge of the specific
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures that might reduce weapon system
effectiveness or be used in the development
of a system with similar or advanced capa-
bilities.

7. A determination has been made that
Latvia can provide the same degree of pro-
tection for the sensitive technology being re-
leased as the U.S. Government. This sale is
necessary in furtherance of the U.S. foreign
policy and national security objectives out-
lined in the Policy Justification.

8. All defense articles and services listed in
this transmittal are authorized for release
and export to Latvia.

———
ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, section
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act

October 25, 2023

requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms
sales as defined by that statute. Upon
such notification, the Congress has 30
calendar days during which the sale
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to
the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I
ask unanimous consent to have printed
in the RECORD the notifications which
have been received. If the cover letter
references a classified annex, then such
annex is available to all Senators in
the office of the Foreign Relations
Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Washington, DC.
Hon. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
23-68, concerning the Navy’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Japan for defense articles and serv-
ices estimated to cost $74.6 million. We will
issue a news release to notify the public of
this proposed sale upon delivery of this let-
ter to your office.

Sincerely,
JAMES A. HURSCH,
Director.
Enclosures.
TRANSMITTAL NO. 23-68

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the

Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
Japan.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment* $71.6 million.

Other $3.0 million.

Total $74.6 million.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

Up to sixty-three (63) Rolling Airframe
Missiles (RAM) Block 2B Tactical Missiles,
RIM 116E.

Non-MDE: Also included are RAM Guided
Missile Round Pack Tri-Pack shipping and
storage containers; training equipment; op-
erator manuals and technical documenta-
tion; U.S. Government and contractor engi-
neering; technical and logistics support serv-
ices; support for establishment of an Inter-
mediate Level Maintenance Facility (ILMF);
and other related elements of logistics and
program support.

(iv) Military Department:
AUU).

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: JA-P-AUF,
JA-P-AUN.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None known at
this time.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
October 24, 2023.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

Navy (JA-P-
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