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days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Commission shall issue new regula-
tions to streamline the process for granting
authorizations for access to the frequencies
described in subsection (c¢) for commercial
space launches and commercial space reen-
tries so as to provide for—

(1) authorizations that include access to
such frequencies for multiple commercial
space launches from 1 or more Federal space
launch sites and multiple commercial space
reentries to 1 or more Federal space [launch
sites] reentry sites;

(2) authorizations that include access to
such frequencies for multiple commercial
space launches from 1 or more private space
launch sites and multiple commercial space
reentries to 1 or more private space [launch
sites], reentry sites, upon successful coordina-
tion with any Federal space launch site
within a range for access to such frequencies
such that such a commercial space launch or
commercial space reentry [would causel
would not cause harmful interference with
Federal systems;

(3) authorizations that include access to
multiple uses of such frequencies for com-
mercial space launch or commercial space
reentry;

(4) [automation of the processes of the
Commission to review] electronic filing and
processing of applications for authorizations
for access to such frequencies for commer-
cial space launches and commercial space re-
entries; and

(5) improved coordination by the Commis-
sion with the Assistant Secretary (who shall
coordinate with the head of any other Fed-
eral agency, as the Assistant Secretary con-
siders appropriate) to increase the speed of
review of applications for authorizations for
access to such frequencies for commercial
space launches and commercial space reen-
tries,including coordination to increase auto-
mation similar to the automation described in
the service rules established by the Commission
and the Assistant Secretary to promote the de-
velopment and use, by entities other than the
Federal Government, of spectrum in other
bands, including bands with the frequencies be-
tween 71 and 76 gigahertz, between 81 and 86
gigahertz, and between 92 and 95 gigahertz.

(¢) FREQUENCIES DESCRIBED.—The fre-
quencies described in this subsection are the
frequencies between 2025 and 2110 megahertz,
between 2200 and 2290 megahertz, and be-
tween 2360 and 2395 megahertz.

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Each range of
frequencies described in this section shall be
construed to be inclusive of the upper and
lower frequencies in the range.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ASSISTANT SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘As-
sistant Secretary’” means the Assistant Sec-
retary of Commerce for Communications and
Information.

(2) COMMERCIAL SPACE LAUNCH.—The term
‘“‘commercial space launch’ means a launch
licensed under chapter 509 of title 51, United
States Code.

(3) COMMERCIAL SPACE REENTRY.—The term
‘‘commercial space reentry’’ means a reentry
licensed under chapter 509 of title 51, United
States Code.

(4) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission’’
means the Federal Communications Com-
mission.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the committee-reported
amendments be agreed to; that the bill,
as amended, be considered read a third
time and passed; and that the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.

The committee-reported amendments
were agreed to.
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The bill (S. 1648), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed as follows:

S. 1648

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the
Communications Act”.

SEC. 2. ACCESS TO ELECTROMAGNETIC SPEC-
TRUM FOR COMMERCIAL SPACE
LAUNCHES AND REENTRIES.

(a) SERVICE RULES; ALLOCATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Commission shall—

(A) complete any proceeding in effect as of
such date of enactment related to the adop-
tion of service rules for access to the fre-
quencies described in subsection (c¢) for com-
mercial space launches and commercial
space reentries, including technical speci-
fications, eligibility requirements, and co-
ordination procedures to preserve the de-
fense capabilities of the United States; and

(B) allocate on a secondary basis such fre-
quencies for commercial space launches and
commercial space reentries.

(2) COORDINATION WITH NATIONAL TELE-
COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION ADMINIS-
TRATION.—The coordination procedures
adopted under paragraph (1)(A) shall include
requirements for persons conducting com-
mercial space launches and commercial
space reentries to coordinate with the As-
sistant Secretary regarding access to the fre-
quencies described in subsection (¢) for com-
mercial space launches and commercial
space reentries.

(3) LIMITATION.—Access to the frequencies
described in subsection (¢) in accordance
with the service rules adopted under sub-
paragraph (A) of paragraph (1), and the allo-
cation of such frequencies under subpara-
graph (B) of that paragraph, shall be limited
to the use of such frequencies for commer-
cial space launches and commercial space re-
entries.

(b) STREAMLINING OF PROCESS FOR GRANT-
ING AUTHORIZATIONS.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Commission shall issue new regula-
tions to streamline the process for granting
authorizations for access to the frequencies
described in subsection (¢) for commercial
space launches and commercial space reen-
tries so as to provide for—

(1) authorizations that include access to
such frequencies for multiple commercial
space launches from 1 or more Federal space
launch sites and multiple commercial space
reentries to 1 or more Federal space reentry
sites;

(2) authorizations that include access to
such frequencies for multiple commercial
space launches from 1 or more private space
launch sites and multiple commercial space
reentries to 1 or more private space reentry
sites, upon successful coordination with any
Federal space launch site within a range for
access to such frequencies such that such a
commercial space launch or commercial
space reentry would not cause harmful inter-
ference with Federal systems;

(3) authorizations that include access to
multiple uses of such frequencies for com-
mercial space launch or commercial space
reentry;

(4) electronic filing and processing of appli-
cations for authorizations for access to such
frequencies for commercial space launches
and commercial space reentries; and

(5) improved coordination by the Commis-
sion with the Assistant Secretary (who shall
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coordinate with the head of any other Fed-
eral agency, as the Assistant Secretary con-
siders appropriate) to increase the speed of
review of applications for authorizations for
access to such frequencies for commercial
space launches and commercial space reen-
tries, including coordination to increase au-
tomation similar to the automation de-
scribed in the service rules established by
the Commission and the Assistant Secretary
to promote the development and use, by en-
tities other than the Federal Government, of
spectrum in other bands, including bands
with the frequencies between 71 and 76
gigahertz, between 81 and 86 gigahertz, and
between 92 and 95 gigahertz.

(c) FREQUENCIES DESCRIBED.—The fre-
quencies described in this subsection are the
frequencies between 2025 and 2110 megahertz,
between 2200 and 2290 megahertz, and be-
tween 2360 and 2395 megahertz.

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Each range of
frequencies described in this section shall be
construed to be inclusive of the upper and
lower frequencies in the range.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ASSISTANT SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘As-
sistant Secretary’ means the Assistant Sec-
retary of Commerce for Communications and
Information.

(2) COMMERCIAL SPACE LAUNCH.—The term
‘“‘commercial space launch’ means a launch
licensed under chapter 509 of title 51, United
States Code.

(3) COMMERCIAL SPACE REENTRY.—The term
‘“‘commercial space reentry’’ means a reentry
licensed under chapter 509 of title 51, United
States Code.

(4) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission”
means the Federal Communications Com-
mission.

—————

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY,
NOVEMBER 1, 2023

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned until 10 a.m. on
Wednesday, November 1; that following
the prayer and the pledge, the Journal
of Proceedings be approved to date, the
morning hour be deemed expired, the
time for the two leaders be reserved for
their use later in the day, and morning
business be closed; that upon the con-
clusion of morning business, the Sen-
ate resume consideration of Calendar
No. 198, H.R. 4366.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, so ordered.

Mr. SCHUMER. For the information
of the Senate, there will be two rollcall
votes at 11:30 on Paul amendments No.
1217 and No. 1347, as provided under the
order of October 24, with additional
rollcall votes in the afternoon so we
can complete action on the minibus.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:28 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, November 1, 2023, at 10 a.m.

———

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate October 31, 2023:
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THE JUDICIARY DEPARTMENT OF STATE

MATTHEW JAMES MADDOX, OF MARYLAND, TO BE JACOB J. LEW, OF NEW YORK, TO BE AMBASSADOR EX-
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF TRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED
MARYLAND. STATES OF AMERICA TO THE STATE OF ISRAEL.
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