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S. 1024
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1024, a bill to authorize the Secretary
of Health and Human Services to award
grants to eligible entities to develop
and implement a comprehensive pro-
gram to promote student access to
defibrillation in public elementary
schools and secondary schools.
S. 1144
At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
the name of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mr. PADILLA) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1144, a bill to establish a
grant program to provide assistance to
local law enforcement agencies, and for
other purposes.
S. 1706
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mrs. FISCHER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1706, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to make per-
manent the deduction for qualified
business income.
S. 1906
At the request of Mr. BRAUN, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
VANCE), the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. ScHMITT) and the Senator from
South Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM) were
added as cosponsors of S. 1906, a bill to
amend the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act to establish a time-lim-
ited provisional approval pathway, sub-
ject to specific obligations, for certain
drugs and biological products, and for
other purposes.
S. 1954
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. SMITH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1954, a bill to improve the provi-
sion of health care furnished by the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs for vet-
erans diagnosed with diabetes and
heart disease, and for other purposes.
S. 2158
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. TUBERVILLE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2158, a bill to amend title
38, United States Code, to provide for
disciplinary procedures for supervisors
and managers at the Department of
Veterans Affairs and to modify the pro-
cedures of personnel actions against
employees of the Department, and for
other purposes.
S. 2176
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2176, a bill to prohibit
commercial sexual orientation conver-
sion therapy, and for other purposes.
S. 2238
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. TUBERVILLE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2238, a bill to direct the
Assistant Secretary of Commerce for
Communications and Information to
develop a National Strategy to Close
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the Digital Divide, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2372
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. SCHMITT) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2372, a bill to amend title XIX of
the Social Security Act to streamline
enrollment under the Medicaid pro-
gram of certain providers across State
lines, and for other purposes.
S. 2377
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the
names of the Senator from Arizona
(Mr. KELLY) and the Senator from Indi-
ana (Mr. BRAUN) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 2377, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to im-
prove coverage of audiology services
under the Medicare program, and for
other purposes.
S. 2477
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2477, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to provide
pharmacy payment of certain services.
S. 2555
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 25565, a bill to amend the Animal
Welfare Act to expand and improve the
enforcement capabilities of the Attor-
ney General, and for other purposes.
S. 2713
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
KAINE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2713, a bill to amend the Food and Nu-
trition Act of 2008 and the Emergency
Food Assistance Act of 1983 to make
commodities available for the Emer-
gency Food Assistance Program, and
for other purposes.
S. 2860
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
names of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS), the Senator from Ha-
waii (Mr. SCHATZ) and the Senator
from California (Mr. PADILLA) were
added as cosponsors of S. 2860, a bill to
create protections for financial institu-
tions that provide financial services to
State-sanctioned marijuana businesses
and service providers for such busi-
nesses, and for other purposes.
S. 2098
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
KAINE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2998, a bill to amend the Food and Agri-
culture Act of 1977 and the Agriculture
Improvement Act of 2018 to modify pro-
visions relating to matching funds re-
quirements for research and extension
activities at eligible institutions and
related reporting requirements.
S. 3008
At the request of Ms. SMITH, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3008, a bill to provide back pay
to Federal contractors, and for other
purposes.
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S. 3068
At the request of Mr. BRAUN, the
names of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. KENNEDY) and the Senator from
Colorado (Mr. HICKENLOOPER) Wwere
added as cosponsors of S. 3068, a bill to
require each enterprise to include on
the Uniform Residential Loan Applica-
tion a disclaimer to increase awareness
of the direct and guaranteed home loan
programs of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and for other purposes.
S. 3083
At the request of Mr. HAGERTY, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
BRAUN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
3083, a bill to reallocate funding origi-
nally appropriated for Gaza to grants
to Israel for the Iron Dome short-range
rocket defense system.
S.J. RES. 47
At the request of Mrs. BLACKBURN,
the name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. SCHMITT) was added as a cosponsor
of S.J. Res. 47, a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval
under chapter 8 of title 5, United
States Code, of the rule submitted by
the Department of Justice relating to
“Office of the Attorney General; Home
Confinement Under the Coronavirus
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security
(CARES) Act”.
S. RES. 109
At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 109, a resolution re-
questing information on Saudi Arabia’s
human rights practices pursuant to
section 502B(c) of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961.
S. RES. 333
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 333, a resolution designating
2024 as the Year of Democracy as a
time to reflect on the contributions of
the system of Government of the
United States to a more free and stable
world.

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and
Mr. REED):

S. 3180. A bill to establish a working
waterfronts grant program; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, I
rise today to introduce the Working
Waterfront Preservation Act, legisla-
tion to help preserve access by our Na-
tion’s fishermen and maritime workers
to the waterfronts in coastal commu-
nities. I would like to thank my friend
Senator Jack Reed from Rhode Island,
who joins me in introducing this legis-
lation.

According to the most recent data
from the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, commerical and
recreational fisheries are responsible
for more than 1.7 million jobs in the
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United States, $253 billion in sales, and
$117 billion in value-added impacts. In
Maine, our fisheries are one of our
State’s most important resources and
are vital to our economy. A report of
Maine’s seafood sector as a whole,
which included downstream contribu-
tors, found that in 2019, the sector con-
tributed more than $3.2 billion to
Maine’s economy. Although the fishing
industry is a significant economic con-
tributor both nationwide and in Maine,
it is losing access to the working wa-
terfronts that are vital to the indus-
try’s survival.

A working waterfront is defined as
land that is used for or that supports
commercial fishing, aquaculture,
boatbuilding, or the for-hire rec-
reational fishing industries. That may
be a technical definition, but these
areas represent much more to coastal
communities. A recent study con-
ducted by the Maine Coast Fishermen’s
Association sums it up perfectly:
“Working waterfronts are more than
just a place of business for commercial
fishermen; they are a hub of informa-
tion, a collection of salty characters, a
safe haven, a meeting room, a space for
support, and they are well-deserving of
both a place in Maine’s history and its
future.” The importance of these areas
cannot be overstated.

In Maine our fishermen and women
are losing access to waterfront prop-
erty up and down the coast. In some
coastal Maine communities, once
thriving working waterfronts no longer
exist. Recent interviews conducted by
the Island Institute in Maine uncover
that ‘‘for all practical purposes, work-
ing waterfront access [in these towns]
is essentially gone.” The reasons for
this are complex. In some cases, bur-
densome fishing regulations have led to
a decrease in landings, hindering the
profitability of shoreside infrastruc-
ture. In other cases, soaring land val-
ues and rising taxes have made the cur-
rent use of commercial land unprofit-
able. Property is being sold and quick-
ly converted into private spaces, which
means that they are no longer avail-
able to support our fisheries.

While this trend has been happening
for decades—in 2006, Maine’s working
waterfront only took up 20 miles of
Maine’s nearly 3,500 miles of coast-
line—the recent demand for coastal
properties has intensified this problem
in Maine. We can help preserve these
areas for the next generation of fisher-
men, boatbuilders, and maritime work-
ers with dedicated investments. Cur-
rently, the primary mechanism for pre-
serving Maine’s waterfronts is through
a State-run program called the Work-
ing Waterfront Access Protection Pro-
gram. Since 2008, that program has
helped preserve 34 waterfront prop-
erties. The legislation I am introducing
today would help scale up that model
program so that more communities can
be assisted.

There is currently no targeted, Fed-
eral assistance program to help the
commercial fishing industry and other
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maritime sectors gain or preserve ac-
cess to working waterfront areas. The
Working Waterfront Preservation Act
would create a $20 million program to
help municipal and State governments,
nonprofit organizations, and partici-
pants in maritime industries improve
working waterfront property in our
coastal States. Grants would be admin-
istered by the Economic Development
Administration, and successful appli-
cants would need to be endorsed by
State fisheries agencies, which have
the local expertise to understand the
needs of each coastal State. In order to
be eligible for a grant, recipients would
be required to permanently protect an
area as working waterfront, to ensure
that it can be used for commercial pur-
poses for decades to come, and to in-
vest in the cost themselves.

This legislation is crucial for the
continued prosperity of coastal com-
munities across the country. I urge my
colleagues to join Senator Reed and me
in supporting this important legisla-
tion.

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself,
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. SANDERS,
Mr. CARDIN, Mrs. MURRAY, and
Ms. WARREN):

S. 3194. A bill to amend title 5,
United States Code, to achieve parity
between the cost-of-living adjustment
with respect to an annuity under the
Federal Employees Retirement System
and an annuity under the Civil Service
Retirement System, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs.

Mr. PADILLA. Madam President, I
rise to speak in support of the Equal
COLA Act, which I reintroduced today.

The Federal Government’s workforce
is central to protecting our national
security and delivering critical serv-
ices to hundreds of millions of Ameri-
cans. As such, it is essential that the
Federal Government attract and retain
an effective workforce and, once their
service is complete, ensure retirees re-
ceive the dignified retirement that
they deserve.

Unfortunately, in 1986, Congress cre-
ated a two-tiered system that now pre-
vents nearly 800,000 retired Federal em-
ployees from receiving a full cost-of-
living adjustment when consumer
prices increase more than 2 percent
from year to year.

In January, some Federal retirees
will receive a 3.2-percent COLA. How-
ever, other Federal retirees will receive
only a 2.2-percent increase due to this
policy, which fails to protect retired
employees living on a fixed income.

That is why I am proud to reintro-
duce this legislation to fix this unfair
system and ensure that all retired Fed-
eral employees receive full retirement
benefits that keep up with the cost of
living.

I hope my colleagues will join me in
support of this bill to ensure that re-
tired Federal employees no longer pay
the price of a misguided law and that
their benefits fully keep pace with the
cost of living.

S5317

By Mr. KAINE (for himself and
Mr. WARNER):

S. 3195. A bill to designate the Gen-
eral George C. Marshall House, in the
Commonwealth of Virginia, as an af-
filiated area of the National Park Sys-
tem, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

Mr. KAINE. Madam President, today,
I am introducing legislation to des-
ignate the General George C. Marshall
House, also known as the Dodona
Manor, in Leesburg, VA as an affiliated
area under the National Park Service.

The legislation will be the final step
in the year-long effort to recognize the
Dodona Manor as a unit of the Na-
tional Park System. It will also pro-
mote the public appreciation of the sig-
nificant historic contributions made by
U.S. military leader and statesman
George C. Marshall.

George C. Marshall was an American
hero, playing a significant role in the
Allied victory in World War II and
serving as an architect of one of the
most significant foreign policy initia-
tives in our country’s history. He led a
lifetime of public service, serving as
Chief of Staff to the Army during
America’s entry into World War II, as
Secretary of State, where he orches-
trated the historic Marshall Plan to re-
build Europe following the war and
provided counsel to Presidents Roo-
sevelt and Truman, and as Secretary of
Defense after the onset of the Korean
war. He acquired Dodona Manor while
serving as the Chief of Staff of the U.S.
Army in 1941 and lived there until his
death in 1959.

Today, the George C. Marshall House
is dedicated to preserving and advanc-
ing General Marshall’s life’s work and
legacy by hosting international ex-
changes, historical exhibits, and com-
munity events, and supporting edu-
cational programming based on Gen-
eral Marshall’s desire to inspire future
leaders. The legislation would bring
greater resources, including technical
assistance, accessibility improvements,
and new programming, to this histor-
ical site and enable the Marshall House
to improve and expand its work.

I am hopeful that this designation
will provide new resources to preserve,
honor, and celebrate General Mar-
shall’s legacy at this historic site, and
I am pleased that companion legisla-
tion is also being introduced in the
U.S. House of Representatives by my
colleague, Representative JENNIFER
WEXTON, who has led this effort for
years.

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. REED. Madam President, I have
seven requests for committees to meet
during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority Leaders.
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