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Ms. SMITH. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that three fellows
in my office, Emilie Benson, Emily
Hentschke, and Christopher Jackson,
be granted floor privileges until Sep-
tember 1, 2024.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ROSA PARKS FEDERAL BUILDING

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 176, S. 1278.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 1278) to designate the Federal
building located at 985 Michigan Avenue in
Detroit, Michigan, as the ‘“‘Rosa Parks Fed-
eral Building’’, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Environment and Public Works.

Mr. SCHUMER. I further ask that the
bill be considered read a third time and
passed and the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 1278) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 1278

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. ROSA PARKS FEDERAL BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The Federal building lo-
cated at 985 Michigan Avenue in Detroit,
Michigan, shall be known and designated as
the ‘“Rosa Parks Federal Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the Federal
building referred to in subsection (a) shall be
deemed to be a reference to the ‘“‘Rosa Parks
Federal Building”’.

(c) REPEALS.—

(1) Public Law 109-98 (119 Stat. 2168) is re-
pealed.

(2) Sections 1 and 2 of Public Law 109-101
(119 Stat. 2171) are repealed.

——————

AMERICAN LAW ENFORCEMENT
SUSTAINING AID AND VITAL
EMERGENCY RESOURCES ACT

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged
from further consideration of S. 2644
and the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 2644) to establish standards for
trauma kits purchased using funds provided
under the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice
Assistance Grant Program.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
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third time and passed and that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 2644) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed as follows:

S. 2644

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘American
Law Enforcement Sustaining Aid and Vital
Emergency Resources Act” or the ‘‘Amer-
ican Law Enforcement SAVER Act”.

SEC. 2. TRAUMA KIT STANDARDS.

Section 521 of title I of the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968
(34 U.S.C. 10202) is amended by adding at the
end the following:

‘(d) TRAUMA KITS.—

‘(1) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the
term ‘trauma kit’ means a first aid response
kit that—

‘“(A) includes, at a minimum, a bleeding
control kit that can be used for controlling
life-threatening hemorrhage, which shall in-
clude—

‘(i) a tourniquet recommended by the
Committee on Tactical Combat Casualty
Care;

‘“(ii) a bleeding control bandage;
and a pen-type marker;

‘(iv) a pair of blunt-ended scissors;

“(v) instructional documents developed—

“(D under the STOP THE BLEED na-
tional awareness campaign of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, or any successor
thereto;

‘“(II) by the American College of Sur-
geons Committee on Trauma;

‘“(IIT) by the American Red Cross; or

“(IV) by any partner of the Department
of Defense; and

‘‘(vi) a bag or other container adequately
designed to hold the contents of the kit; and

‘(B) may include any additional trauma
kit supplies that—

‘(i) are approved by a State, local, or
Tribal law enforcement agency or first re-
sponders;

‘(i1) can adequately treat a traumatic in-
jury; and

‘‘(iii) can be stored in a readily available
kit.

‘“(2) REQUIREMENT FOR TRAUMA KITS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, a grantee may only
purchase a trauma kit using funds made
available under this part if the trauma kit
meets the performance standards established
by the Director of the Bureau of Justice As-
sistance under paragraph (3)(A).

‘“(B) AUTHORITY TO SEPARATELY AC-
QUIRE.—Nothing in subparagraph (A) shall
prohibit a grantee from separately acquiring
the components of a trauma kit and assem-
bling complete trauma kits that meet the
performance standards.

‘(3) PERFORMANCE STANDARDS AND OP-
TIONAL AGENCY BEST PRACTICES.—Not later
than 180 days after the date of enactment of
this subsection, the Director of the Bureau
of Justice Assistance, in consultation with
organizations representing trauma surgeons,
emergency medical response professionals,
emergency physicians, and other medical
professionals, relevant law enforcement
agencies of States and units of local govern-
ment, professional law enforcement organi-
zations, local law enforcement labor or rep-
resentative organizations, and law enforce-
ment trade associations, shall—
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‘“(A) develop and publish performance
standards for trauma Kkits that are eligible
for purchase using funds made available
under this part; and

‘“(B) develop and publish optional best
practices for law enforcement agencies re-
garding—

‘(i) training law enforcement officers in
the use of trauma Kkits;

‘‘(ii) the deployment and maintenance of
trauma kits in law enforcement vehicles; and

‘‘(iii) the deployment, location, and
maintenance of trauma kits in law enforce-
ment agency or other government facili-
ties.”.

————

NATIONAL HOMELESS CHILDREN
AND YOUTH AWARENESS MONTH

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
479, which was submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 479) designating No-
vember 2023 as ‘‘National Homeless Children
and Youth Awareness Month’’.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, the motions
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

———

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY,
NOVEMBER 30, 2023

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, fi-
nally, I ask unanimous consent that
when the Senate completes its business
today, it stand adjourned until 10 a.m.,
Thursday, November 30; that following
the prayer and pledge, the Journal of
proceedings be approved to date, the
morning hour be deemed expired, the
time for the two leaders be reserved for
their use later in the day and morning
business be closed; that upon the con-
clusion of morning business, the Sen-
ate proceed to executive session to re-
sume consideration of the Park nomi-
nation, postcloture, and that all time
be considered expired at 11:30 a.m.; fur-
ther, that upon the disposition of the
Park nomination, the Senate resume
consideration of the Ramirez nomina-
tion and that the Senate vote on the
motion to invoke cloture on the Rami-
rez nomination at 1:45 p.m.; finally,
that if any nominations are confirmed
during Thursday’s session, the motions
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table and the President
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

479) was
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ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order, fol-
lowing the remarks of Senator SAND-
ERS.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Vermont.

————

ISRAEL

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I rise
to say a few words about the awful sit-
uation in the Middle East. As you
know and the American people know,
there have been five wars—five wars—
in the last 15 years between Israel and
Hamas.

How do we end the current one and
prevent a sixth war from happening
sooner or later? How do we balance our
desire to stop the fighting with the
need to address the root causes of this
conflict?

And here is the sad truth—and it
really is a very sad truth. For 75 years,
diplomats, well-intentioned Israelis
and Palestinians, and government lead-
ers all over the world, including Presi-
dents of the United States, have strug-
gled to bring peace to this region. And
during that time, among many other
things, an Egyptian President and an
Israeli Prime Minister were assas-
sinated by extremists.

Do you know why? Because they
tried to bring peace to the region. This
is an incredibly difficult and com-
plicated issue, and nobody has any sim-
ple solution to it.

As one of the first Members of Con-
gress to call for a humanitarian pause
to the bombing, I have been very en-
couraged to see that pause finally hap-
pen over the last 5 days and to see its
extension earlier this week. That is a
very positive development.

This temporary cease-fire has
brought some relief to Gaza and to the
families of the more than 100 hostages
released so far. The break in fighting
has let an average of 200 trucks per day
to enter Gaza, carrying desperately
needed food, water, medical supplies,
and the fuel necessary to distribute
aid, pump water, and run hospitals and
bakeries.

While this is only 40 percent—and
people must recognize this, before the
war, there were 500 trucks coming in a
day, and now, there are 200—it is still a
very substantial improvement over
where we were a few weeks ago.

It seems to me that our job now is to
keep working to extend this window
further and to get more aid in and to
get more hostages out—more aid in,
more hostages out. Right now, critical
talks are under way that will hopefully
provide the United Nations the time it
needs to establish a sustained humani-
tarian operation that can meet people’s
basic needs and provide shelter and
medical care. And let us be clear: The
needs in Gaza are beyond enormous.
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For those of us who want not only to
bring this war to an end but to avoid
future ones, we must first be clear-eyed
about the facts. On October 7, Hamas—
a terrorist organization—unleashed a
brutal attack against Israel, killing
about 1,200 innocent men, women, and
children and taking more than 200 hos-
tages.

No one—no one—in the U.S. Senate,
no one in Congress, denies that Israel
has the right to respond to that mur-
derous attack. Unfortunately, however,
under the leadership of its rightwing
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
who is under indictment for corruption
and whose Cabinet includes outright
racists, Israel unleashed what amounts
to almost total war against the Pales-
tinian people.

Israel’s widespread bombing has left
nearly 15,000 people dead—that is in a
T-week period—15,000 people dead, two-
thirds of whom are women and chil-
dren. And tens of thousands of others
were wounded.

Israel’s military campaign, up to this
point, according to U.N. estimates,
damaged or destroyed 45 percent of the
housing in Gaza—45 percent—and dis-
placed nearly 1.8 million people. The
Israeli attacks, up to this point, have
killed 109 United Nations workers and
left millions of Gazans on the brink of
starvation, lacking medical care, elec-
tricity, or fuel.

This is a humanitarian catastrophe
that risks, among other things, ignit-
ing a wider regional conflagration. We
all want this horror to end as soon as
possible. To make progress, however,
we must grapple with the complexity
of this situation.

First, Hamas has made it clear, be-
fore and after—after—their October 7
attack that its goal is perpetual war-
fare and the destruction of the State of
Israel. Several weeks ago, a spokesman
for Hamas told the New York Times:

I hope that the state of war with Israel will
become permanent on all the borders, and
that the Arab world will stand with us.

Let me repeat it. This is the Hamas
spokesman:

I hope that the state of war with Israel will
become permanent on all the borders and
that the Arab world will stand with us.

So that is the first point.

The second point is that, if we go
back a little bit in history, we under-
stand that Israel has done nothing in
recent years to give hope for a peaceful
settlement—maintaining the blockade
of Gaza, deepening the daily humilia-
tions of occupation in the West Bank,
and largely ignoring the horrendous
living conditions facing Palestinians.
Massive poverty existed in Gaza before
October 7. Something like 70 percent of
the young people in Gaza were unem-
ployed.

How is that for a reality in terms of
despair and hopelessness? Those are
the conditions that existed before the
Israeli attack.

Needless to say, I do not have all of
the answers to this never-ending trag-
edy. But for those of us who believe in

November 29, 2023

peace and for those of us who believe in
justice, it is imperative that we do our
best to provide Israelis and Palestin-
ians with a thoughtful response that
maps out a realistic path to addressing
the reality we face today.

Let me just give you a few of my
thoughts as to the best way forward
and how the United States can rally
the world around a moral position that
moves us toward peace in the region
and justice for an oppressed Pales-
tinian population.

To start with, in my view, we must
demand an immediate end to Israel’s
indiscriminate bombing, which is caus-
ing and has caused an enormous num-
ber of civilian casualties and is in vio-
lation of international law.

The main point here is: Israel is at
war with Hamas, not with the Pales-
tinian people. Israel cannot bomb an
entire neighborhood just to take out
one Hamas lieutenant. That is simply
not acceptable and not something the
United States should be complicit
with.

Further, we must extend the humani-
tarian pause that exists right now so
that the United Nations has the time
to safely set up the distribution net-
work needed to prevent thirst, starva-
tion, and disease, to build shelters, and
to evacuate those who need critical
care.

Once again, we are looking at an un-
imaginable humanitarian crisis, and
the U.N. is going to need as much time
as it can get to try to help people in
desperate need. This window will also
allow for talks to free as many hos-
tages as possible. And I think we all
would like to see every hostage re-
turned to their loved ones. This ex-
tended pause must not precede a re-
sumption of a discriminate bombing.
Israel will continue to go after Hamas,
but it must dramatically change its
tactics to minimize civilian harm.

If long-suffering Palestinians are
ever going to have a chance at self-de-
termination and a decent standard of
living, there must be no long-term
Israeli reoccupation and blockade of
Gaza. If Hamas is going to be removed
from power—as they must be—and Pal-
estinians given the opportunity for a
better life, an Israeli occupation of
Gaza would be absolutely counter-
productive and would benefit Hamas.
Imagine Israeli soldiers all over an oc-
cupied Gaza. For the sake of regional
peace and a brighter future for the Pal-
estinian people, Gaza must have a
chance to be free of Hamas. There can
be no long-term Israeli occupation.

To achieve the political trans-
formation that Gaza needs—and Gaza
desperately needs a political trans-
formation—new Palestinian leadership
will be required as part of a wider po-
litical process. And for that trans-
formation and peace process to take
place, Israel must make political com-
mitments that will allow for Pales-
tinian leadership committed to peace
to build support. What I think people
all over the world want to see and what
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