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the Treaties, and give its advice and
consent to ratification.
JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, December 18, 2023.

—————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session and
be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message from the President of the
United States was communicated to
the Senate by Mrs. Stringer, one of his
secretaries.

——————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE REFERRED

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate a message
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting a treaty which was
referred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

(The message received today is print-
ed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

—————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 3:02 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker pro tempore
(Mr. MCHENRY) has signed the fol-
lowing enrolled bill:

S. 788. An act to amend the Permanent
Electronic Duck Stamp Act of 2013 to allow
States to issue fully electronic stamps under
that Act, and for other purposes.

The enrolled bill was subsequently
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mrs. MURRAY).

——————

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

H.R. 1147. An act to amend the Richard B.
Russell National School Lunch Act to allow
schools that participate in the school lunch
program under such Act to serve whole milk.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. MANCHIN, from the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources, without
amendment:

S. 912. A bill to require the Secretary of
Energy to provide technology grants to
strengthen domestic mining education, and
for other purposes (Rept. No. 118-139).

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. WARNER (for himself and Mr.
KENNEDY):

S. 35564. A bill to amend the Financial Sta-
bility Act of 2010 to provide the Financial
Stability Oversight Council with duties re-
garding artificial intelligence in the finan-
cial sector, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND:

S. 35565. A bill to amend chapter 131 of title
5, United States Code, and the STOCK Act to
require certain senior officials to report pay-
ments received from the Federal Govern-
ment, to improve the filing and disclosure of
financial disclosures by Members of Con-
gress, congressional staff, very senior em-
ployees, and others, and to ban stock trading
for certain senior Government officials, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mrs.
BLACKBURN, Mr. HEINRICH, and Mr.
THUNE):

S. 35566. A Dbill to direct the Federal Com-
munications Commission to issue reports
after activation of the Disaster Information
Reporting System and to make improve-
ments to network outage reporting, to cat-
egorize public safety telecommunicators as a
protective service occupation under the
Standard Occupational Classification sys-
tem, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

——————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Mr.
RISCH):

S. Res. 511. A resolution reinforcing the
United States-Senegal relationship and urg-
ing the Government of Senegal to conduct
free, fair, transparent, and inclusive elec-
tions on February 25, 2024; to the Committee
on Foreign Relations.

By Ms. SMITH (for herself, Mr. RUBIO,
Mrs. CAPITO, and Mr. GRASSLEY):

S. Res. 512. A resolution designating No-
vember 2023 as ‘‘National Lung Cancer
Awareness Month’’ and expressing support
for early detection and treatment of lung
cancer; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. TILLIS (for Mr.BUDD (for him-
self, Mr. BROWN, Mr. TILLIS, Mr.
VANCE, Mr. BRAUN, and Mr. YOUNG)):

S. Res. 513. A resolution recognizing De-
cember 17 as ‘“Wright Brothers Day’’ and
commemorating the 120th anniversary of the
first powered flight; considered and agreed
to.

By Mr. THUNE (for Mr. SCOTT of Flor-
ida (for himself and Mr. RUBIO)):

S. Res. 514. A resolution congratulating the
Florida State University Seminoles for win-
ning the 2023 National Collegiate Athletic
Association Division I Women’s Soccer
Championship; considered and agreed to.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 133
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Washington
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(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 133, a bill to extend the Na-
tional Alzheimer’s Project.

S. 134

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 134, a bill to require an annual
budget estimate for the initiatives of
the National Institutes of Health pur-
suant to reports and recommendations
made under the National Alzheimer’s
Project Act.

S. 373

At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 373, a bill to modify the disposi-
tion of certain outer Continental Shelf
revenues and to open Federal financial
sharing to heighten opportunities for
renewable energy, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 502

At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 502, a bill to amend the
Animal Health Protection Act with re-
spect to the importation of live dogs,
and for other purposes.

S. 1651

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. WELCH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1651, a bill to encourage increased
trade and investment between the
United States and the countries in the
Western Balkans, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 2943

At the request of Mr. WICKER, his
name was withdrawn as a cosponsor of
S. 2943, a bill to amend the Richard B.
Russell National School Lunch Act to
require schools to provide fluid milk
substitutes upon request of a student
or the parent or guardian of such stu-
dent, and for other purposes.

S. 3301

At the request of Mr. LUJAN, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mr. PADILLA) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3301, a bill to provide for Depart-
ment of Energy and Department of Ag-
riculture joint research and develop-
ment activities, and for other purposes.

S. 3501

At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3501, a bill to provide greater
support for grandfamilies and older
caregiver relatives.

S. RES. 333

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. WARNOCK) and the Senator from
New Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) were
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 333, a
resolution designating 2024 as the Year
of Democracy as a time to reflect on
the contributions of the system of Gov-
ernment of the United States to a more
free and stable world.
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S. RES. 506

At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the
names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN), the Senator from
New York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND) and the
Senator from Delaware (Mr. COONS)
were added as cosponsors of S. Res. 506,
a resolution commemorating the 80th
anniversary of the repeal of the Chi-
nese Exclusion Act of 1882.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 511 —REIN-
FORCING THE UNITED STATES-
SENEGAL RELATIONSHIP AND
URGING THE GOVERNMENT OF
SENEGAL TO CONDUCT FREE,
FAIR, TRANSPARENT, AND IN-
CLUSIVE ELECTIONS ON FEB-
RUARY 25, 2024

Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Mr.
RISCH) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. REs. 511

Whereas Senegal has been one of the most
stable democracies in Africa, having peace-
ful, democratic transfers of power in 2000 and
2012, and never suffering a military coup
d’état;

Whereas Senegal is a regional leader and
advocate for democracy in West Africa, hav-
ing made important contributions to a demo-
cratic transition in The Gambia and pressing
military juntas in Guinea, Mali, Burkina
Faso, and Niger to restore democracy and
yield power to civilian elected authorities;

Whereas Senegal is one of the United
States’ closest partners in Africa;

Whereas the United States allocated
$144,000,000 in bilateral assistance to Senegal
in fiscal year 2022 focused primarily on
health, agriculture, basic education, and
good governance;

Whereas Senegal completed a $540,000,000
United States Millennium Challenge Cor-
poration (MCC) compact in 2015 focused on
increasing agricultural productivity and is
now implementing a second, five-year
$550,000,000 MCC compact focused on increas-
ing access to electricity and has pledged
$50,000,000 of its own resources toward this
project;

Whereas Senegalese security forces have
long benefitted from United States security
assistance and cooperation designed to in-
crease professionalism, support United Na-
tions peacekeeping deployments, and en-
hance Senegal’s ability to conduct maritime
security, counter violent extremism, and
combat narcotics trafficking;

Whereas President Macky Sall was elected
to a second and final term in office in 2019 in
elections that were generally regarded as
free and fair, despite the disqualification of
two prominent opposition party leaders due
to prior corruption convictions;

Whereas, in July 2023, President Sall an-
nounced that he would retire in 2024, after
insinuating that he would pursue a third
term, in accordance with the Senegalese con-
stitution which limits presidents to two
terms in office, thereby becoming the first
president in Senegalese history to respect
constitutionally mandated term limits and
setting in important precedent for future
presidents of Senegal;

Whereas the February 2024 election will be
the first presidential election in Senegalese
history without an incumbent president on
the ballot;
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Whereas, according to Afrobarometer pub-
lic opinion polling, the Senegalese people
prefer democracy to any alternative (84 per-
cent), believe the president should be limited
to two terms in office (79 percent), and reject
the concept of military rule (71 percent);

Whereas, according to the same polling,
the Senegalese people say their country is ei-
ther not a democracy or a democracy with
major problems (53 percent, an 8 percent in-
crease since 2021), and are not satisfied with
the way democracy is working in Senegal (51
percent);

Whereas Freedom House lowered Senegal’s
rating from ‘“‘Free’ to ‘“‘Partly Free’ in 2020
due to the ‘‘politically motivated prosecu-
tions of opposition leaders’” and electoral
law changes that ‘‘reduced the competitive-
ness of the opposition’;

Whereas Reporters Without Borders
warned of an increasingly threatening press
environment in advance of the 2022 legisla-
tive elections and the government arrested
and jailed journalists under a new 2021 law
for allegedly disseminating ‘‘fake news” to
‘‘discredit public institutions’ or ‘‘prejudice
public decency’’;

Whereas state security forces in Senegal
responded with excessive force and took
steps to restrict freedom of assembly in 2021,
2022 and 2023 in response to public protests;

Whereas three people were Kkilled and as
many as 200 arrested, including opposition
party leaders, during protests in advance of
the 2022 legislative elections after the gov-

ernment disqualified several opposition
party candidates;
Whereas the Government of Senegal

blocked access to several social media net-
works for two days and mobile internet for
four days in June 2023 seemingly in an effort
to disrupt opposition party protests;

Whereas as many as 16 people were killed
and hundreds arrested following opposition
party protests in 2023; and

Whereas the Government of Senegal con-
tinues to impose restrictions on public pro-
tests and the exercise of freedom of assembly
that are inconsistent with democratic
norms: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) reiterates the commitment of the
United States to democracy and democratic
governance in Senegal and the conduct of
free, fair, inclusive, and peaceful elections,
and calls on—

(A) the Secretary of State to make clear
that those who perpetrate or incite violence
or otherwise undermine the democratic proc-
ess and the 2024 elections in Senegal will face
consequences, including visa restrictions and
other accountability measures; and

(B) the Administrator of the United States
Agency for International Development to
continue to support domestic election obser-
vation, electoral dispute resolution mecha-
nisms, participation of women and youth in
the electoral process, respect for freedom of
assembly, expression, and association, gov-
ernment transparency, conflict resolution,
and civil society organizations focused on
good governance, anti-corruption, and ac-
countability for government institutions;

(2) applauds the work of Senegalese civil
society organizations dedicated to electoral
reform, voter education, election observa-
tion, accountability for security force
abuses, and respect for freedom of assembly,
expression, and association;

(3) encourages all people of Senegal to ex-
ercise their right to vote and to refrain from
acts of violence, voter malfeasance, inflam-
matory speech and disinformation, or any
other actions that violate democratic norms
or otherwise undermine the electoral process
in Senegal;

(4) calls on the Government of Senegal to—
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(A) release all those arbitrarily arrested or
detained for exercising their right to free-
dom of assembly or freedom of expression;

(B) respect the non-partisan nature of the
Autonomous National Electoral Commission
(CENA) and its efforts to ensure a trans-
parent and accessible electoral process;

(C) 1ift restrictions on the right to peaceful
protest and commit to respect the freedom of
expression, including for the press, and free-
dom of assembly;

(D) ensure that Senegalese citizens can
vote freely and safely in elections without
fear of intimidation or use of excessive force
by government security forces; and

(E) refrain from using restrictions on ac-
cess to the internet or social media as a
method for disrupting citizens’ ability to as-
semble, exercise their freedom of expression,
communicate freely, or obtain information;
and

(5) urges political parties and political
leaders in Senegal to—

(A) publicly commit to abide by electoral
norms and reject violence;

(B) refrain from any statements, inflam-
matory rhetoric, or actions that incite vio-
lence or otherwise undermine the electoral
process; and

(C) commit to channel any and all elec-
toral related disputes through appropriate
legal channels.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 512—DESIG-
NATING NOVEMBER 2023 AS “NA-
TIONAL LUNG CANCER AWARE-
NESS MONTH” AND EXPRESSING
SUPPORT FOR EARLY DETEC-
TION AND TREATMENT OF LUNG
CANCER

Ms. SMITH (for herself, Mr. RUBIO,
Mrs. CAPITO, and Mr. GRASSLEY) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. REs. 512

Whereas lung cancer is the leading cause of
cancer-related death among individuals in
the United States, accounting for more
deaths than colon cancer, breast cancer, and
prostate cancer combined;

Whereas, in 2023, an estimated 238,340 indi-
viduals in the United States will be diag-
nosed with lung cancer, and 127,070 individ-
uals (approximately 350 individuals per day)
will die from the disease;

Whereas 1 in 16 men and 1 in 17 women in
the United States will develop lung cancer
during their lifetimes;

Whereas the rate of lung cancer death in
women in the United States has increased by
92 percent over the 50-year span from 1971 to
2021;

Whereas, each year, more women die from
lung cancer than breast cancer and ovarian
cancer combined;

Whereas, in 2023, 20,500 people will die from
lung cancer unrelated to smoking, which
would be the eighth leading cause of cancer
death if classified as a separate disease;

Whereas 18 percent of lung cancers are un-
related to smoking, and the proportion of
lung cancers diagnosed in individuals who
have never smoked is increasing in the
United States;

Whereas, in 2023, approximately 103,000 of
the 127,070 lung cancer deaths (81 percent)
will be caused by cigarette smoking directly,
with an additional 3,560 lung cancer deaths
caused by second-hand smoke;

Whereas the 5-year survival rate for local-
ized lung cancer is 63 percent, yet a majority
of lung cancers are diagnosed at a distant
stage, for which the 5-year survival rate is 8
percent;
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