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(2) transformative changes are needed to 

address growing threats to sustainable fish-
eries and food security globally; 

Whereas large-scale operations of distant- 
water fishing fleets, particularly such fleets 
that are provided with billions of dollars in 
subsidies annually by the People’s Republic 
of China, are primarily responsible for IUU 
fishing along the Pacific Coast of South 
America and the Southwest Atlantic Ocean , 
while small-scale artisanal fleets are pri-
marily responsible for IUU fishing in the 
Caribbean, Mexico, and Central America; 

Whereas Chinese industrial fishing in the 
South Pacific coast of South America in-
creased 13-fold between 2009 and 2020, con-
tributing to a significant rise in IUU fishing 
in that region; 

Whereas, between July and August 2020, 350 
Chinese distant-water fishing vessels dis-
abled required tracking systems and engaged 
in 73,000 hours of fishing off the exclusive 
economic zone of the Galapagos archipelago, 
which is a United Nations World Heritage 
Site; 

Whereas, in November 2020, the Govern-
ments of Ecuador, of Chile, of Colombia, and 
of Peru— 

(1) jointly condemned IUU fishing per-
petrated by large fleets of foreign vessels; 
and 

(2) pledged to increase cooperation through 
regulatory bodies, such as the Permanent 
Commission for the South Pacific; 

Whereas the United States, Canada, and 12 
countries in Latin America and the Carib-
bean are parties to the Agreement on Port 
State Measures to Prevent, Deter, and Elimi-
nate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated 
Fishing, Agreement, done at Rome Novem-
ber 22, 2009 (commonly known as the ‘‘Port 
State Measures Agreement’’), which was fa-
cilitated by the United Nations Food and Ag-
riculture Organization and entered into force 
in June 2016, setting standards for the re-
porting and inspection of fishing activities of 
foreign-flagged vessels at port; 

Whereas governments in Latin America 
and the Caribbean often lack the capacity to 
effectively monitor and prosecute IUU fish-
ing, with many countries in the region in-
vesting less than 10 percent of their fisheries 
budgets on monitoring and surveillance; 

Whereas regional fisheries management or-
ganizations, such as the South Pacific Re-
gional Fisheries Management Organization 
and the Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mecha-
nism, establish conservation and manage-
ment standards, but face difficulties in en-
forcing such standards and executing coordi-
nated action to counter IUU fishing; 

Whereas Uruguay is seeking to advance the 
creation of a regional fisheries management 
organization with Brazil and Argentina to 
combat IUU fishing in the Southwest Atlan-
tic Ocean, which is the only sea area in the 
world without a fisheries management gov-
ernment structure; 

Whereas the United States–Mexico–Canada 
Agreement, which was approved by Congress 
under section 101(a)(1) of the United States– 
Mexico–Canada Agreement Implementation 
Act (19 U.S.C. 4511(a))— 

(1) prohibits subsidies for vessels or opera-
tors involved in IUU fishing; 

(2) requires customs inspections for ship-
ments at ports of entry; 

(3) prohibits the importation of goods made 
by forced labor; and 

(4) requires efforts to seek the elimination 
of forced labor; 

Whereas similar provisions related to IUU 
fishing have not been enshrined in other free 
trade agreements in North America; 

Whereas, at the 12th Ministerial Con-
ference of the World Trade Organization in 
June 2022, member states reached a multilat-

eral agreement to prohibit certain harmful 
subsidies for fishing activities that threaten 
the sustainable use and conservation of ma-
rine resources, including subsidies to vessels 
engaged in IUU fishing; 

Whereas, the Maritime SAFE Act (subtitle 
C of title XXXV of Public Law 116–92) estab-
lished an interagency working group to de-
velop a 5-year strategic plan to counter IUU 
fishing, which was released in October 2022, 
and has identified— 

(1) Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, El Sal-
vador, Ecuador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mex-
ico, Panama, and Peru as Tier I priority re-
gions at risk for IUU fishing; and 

(2) the rest of Latin America and the Car-
ibbean as Tier II priority regions at risk for 
IUU fishing; and 

Whereas the United States Government 
has undertaken several initiatives to counter 
IUU fishing in Latin America and the Carib-
bean, including— 

(1) conducting joint cooperation exercises 
in January 2021 involving the United States 
Southern Command, the United States Coast 
Guard, and partners in Brazil, Guyana, Por-
tugal, and Uruguay; 

(2) certifying countries based on their ac-
tions to curb the flow of IUU fishing through 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, including issuing a negative 
certification in August 2021 for Mexico and a 
positive certification for Ecuador; 

(3) issuing National Security Memorandum 
11 on June 27, 2022, which directs Federal ex-
ecutive departments and agencies to coordi-
nate with each other, foreign governments, 
multilateral organizations, and other public 
and private stakeholders to combat labor 
abuses and other crimes associated with IUU 
fishing; 

(4) carrying out the first United States 
Coast Guard IUU fishing patrol under the 
auspices of the South Pacific Regional Fish-
eries Management Organization, in August 
2022 off the exclusive economic zone of the 
Galápagos archipelago, during which the 
Coast Guard conducted high seas boardings 
and inspections of vessels suspected of en-
gaging in IUU fishing; 

(5) issuing sanctions on December 9, 2022, 
against entities based in the People’s Repub-
lic of China that are implicated in global ac-
tivities related to IUU fishing, including ac-
tivities in Latin America and the Caribbean; 
and 

(6) proposing that Chinese flagged vessels 
suspected of engaging in IUU fishing that 
refuse to allow on sea boarding and inspec-
tion be included in the South Pacific Re-
gional Fisheries Management organization’s 
IUU vessel list: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) underscores the urgency of combating 

IUU fishing and its associated crimes, in-
cluding human trafficking, and protecting 
oceanic biodiversity, the livelihoods of 
coastal communities, regional licit econo-
mies, human rights, and hemispheric secu-
rity from the People’s Republic of China, 
other extra-regional actors, and 
transnational criminal organizations en-
gaged in IUU fishing in Latin America and 
the Caribbean; 

(2) calls on the United States Government 
and governments in Latin America and the 
Caribbean to incorporate concerns regarding 
human trafficking and violations of labor 
rights, when determining whether activities 
qualify as IUU fishing; 

(3) encourages greater coordination among 
the Governments of Latin America and of 
the Caribbean to facilitate information shar-
ing and law enforcement responses to IUU 
fishing, including by acceding to the Port 
State Measures Agreement, strengthening 
existing regional fisheries management orga-
nizations, and creating a regional fisheries 

management organization for the Southwest 
Atlantic Ocean; 

(4) encourages the Office of the United 
States Trade Representative, in coordination 
with the Department of State, to consider 
the implementation of IUU fishing provi-
sions within current and future free trade 
agreements with countries of Latin America 
and the Caribbean to enhance accountability 
over such activities; and 

(5) calls on the Secretary of State, in co-
ordination with the Administrator of the 
United States Agency for International De-
velopment and the heads of other relevant 
Federal departments and agencies, to 
counter IUU fishing by— 

(A) undertaking public education initia-
tives in Latin America and the Caribbean to 
elevate awareness of the harms caused by 
IUU fishing and its associated crimes; 

(B) assisting with the monitoring and dis-
semination of information regarding the ac-
tivities of Chinese and other distant-water 
fishing fleets, and using multilateral fora, 
including regional fisheries management or-
ganizations, to address such concerns; 

(C) limiting the importation and consump-
tion of fish and seafood caught by IUU ac-
tors, and use the United States’ role and in-
fluence in global markets to drive change in 
global seafood supply chains; 

(D) using sanctions and visa restriction au-
thorities to hold accountable entities that 
are credibly suspected of engaging in IUU 
fishing, including— 

(i) distant water fishing fleets from the 
People’s Republic of China; 

(ii) other extra-regional actors; and 
(iii) transnational criminal organizations; 

and 
(E) utilizing available resources to support 

and assist the Office of the United States 
Trade Representative in reaching a final 
multilateral agreement under the World 
Trade Organization that— 

(i) addresses the use of forced labor on IUU 
fishing vessels; 

(ii) strengthens relevant reporting require-
ments; and 

(iii) addresses harmful subsidies that con-
tribute to fishing fleet overcapacity. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 93—PRO-
VIDING FOR MEMBERS ON THE 
PART OF THE SENATE OF THE 
JOINT COMMITTEE ON PRINTING 
AND THE JOINT COMMITTEE OF 
CONGRESS ON THE LIBRARY 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and 
Mrs. FISCHER) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 93 

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be, and they are hereby, elected mem-
bers of the following joint committees of 
Congress: 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON PRINTING: Ms. Klo-
buchar, Mr. Merkley, Mr. Padilla, Mrs. 
Fischer, and Mr. Hagerty. 

JOINT COMMITTEE OF CONGRESS ON THE LI-
BRARY: Ms. Klobuchar, Mr. Warner, Mr. 
Ossoff, Mrs. Fischer, and Mrs. Hyde-Smith. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. WYDEN. Madam President, I 
have three requests for committees to 
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders. 
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Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 

5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

The Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet in closed session 
during the session of the Senate on 
Thursday, March 2, 2023, at 9:30 a.m. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, March 2, 2023, at 
10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on nomi-
nations. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, March 2, 2023, at 
10 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. WYDEN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Jonathan 
Hayes, a fellow from Senator DURBIN’s 
office, be granted floor privileges for 
the duration of the 118th Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MEASURE READ THE FIRST 
TIME—H.R. 347 

Mr. SCHUMER. I understand there is 
a bill at the desk, and I ask for its first 
reading. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
clerk will read the bill by title for the 
first time. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 347) to require the Executive 

Office of the President to provide an infla-
tion estimate with respect to Executive or-
ders with a significant effect on the annual 
gross budget, and for other purposes. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I now ask for a sec-
ond reading, and in order to place the 
bill on the calendar under the provi-
sions of rule XIV, I object to my own 
request. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objec-
tion is heard. 

The bill will be read for the second 
time on the next legislative day. 

f 

FIGHTING POST-TRAUMATIC 
STRESS DISORDER ACT OF 2023 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent the Senate pro-
ceed to the immediate consideration of 
S. 645, which is at the desk. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The bill clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 645) to require the Attorney Gen-

eral to propose a program for making treat-
ment for post-traumatic stress disorder and 
acute stress disorder available to public safe-
ty officers, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I further ask that the 
bill be considered read a third time. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading and was read the 
third time. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I know of no further 
debate on the bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If 
there is no further debate on the bill, 
the bill having been read the third 
time, the question is, Shall the bill 
pass? 

The bill (S. 645) was passed as fol-
lows: 

S. 645 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Fighting 
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) Public safety officers serve their com-

munities with bravery and distinction in 
order to keep their communities safe. 

(2) Public safety officers, including police 
officers, firefighters, emergency medical 
technicians, and 911 dispatchers, are on the 
front lines of dealing with situations that 
are stressful, graphic, harrowing, and life- 
threatening. 

(3) The work of public safety officers puts 
them at risk for developing post-traumatic 
stress disorder and acute stress disorder. 

(4) It is estimated that 30 percent of public 
safety officers develop behavioral health 
conditions at some point in their lifetimes, 
including depression and post-traumatic 
stress disorder, in comparison to 20 percent 
of the general population that develops such 
conditions. 

(5) Victims of post-traumatic stress dis-
order and acute stress disorder are at a high-
er risk of dying by suicide. 

(6) Firefighters have been reported to have 
higher suicide attempt and ideation rates 
than the general population. 

(7) It is estimated that between 125 and 300 
police officers die by suicide every year. 

(8) In 2019, pursuant to section 2(b) of the 
Law Enforcement Mental Health and 
Wellness Act of 2017 (Public Law 115–113; 131 
Stat. 2276), the Director of the Office of Com-
munity Oriented Policing Services of the De-
partment of Justice developed a report (re-
ferred to in this section as the ‘‘LEMHWA 
report’’) that expressed that many law en-
forcement agencies do not have the capacity 
or local access to the mental health profes-
sionals necessary for treating their law en-
forcement officers. 

(9) The LEMHWA report recommended 
methods for establishing remote access or re-
gional mental health check programs at the 
State or Federal level. 

(10) Individual police and fire departments 
generally do not have the resources to em-
ploy full-time mental health experts who are 
able to treat public safety officers with 
state-of-the-art techniques for the purpose of 
treating job-related post-traumatic stress 
disorder and acute stress disorder. 
SEC. 3. PROGRAMMING FOR POST-TRAUMATIC 

STRESS DISORDER. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER.—The term 

‘‘public safety officer’’— 
(A) has the meaning given the term in sec-

tion 1204 of the Omnibus Crime Control and 
Safe Streets Act of 1968 (34 U.S.C. 10284); and 

(B) includes Tribal public safety officers. 

(2) PUBLIC SAFETY TELECOMMUNICATOR.— 
The term ‘‘public safety telecommunicator’’ 
means an individual who— 

(A) operates telephone, radio, or other 
communication systems to receive and com-
municate requests for emergency assistance 
at 911 public safety answering points and 
emergency operations centers; 

(B) takes information from the public and 
other sources relating to crimes, threats, 
disturbances, acts of terrorism, fires, med-
ical emergencies, and other public safety 
matters; and 

(C) coordinates and provides information 
to law enforcement and emergency response 
personnel. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 150 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Attor-
ney General, acting through the Director of 
the Office of Community Oriented Policing 
Services of the Department of Justice, shall 
submit to the Committee on the Judiciary of 
the Senate and the Committee on the Judici-
ary of the House of Representatives a report 
on— 

(1) not fewer than 1 proposed program, if 
the Attorney General determines it appro-
priate and feasible to do so, to be adminis-
tered by the Department of Justice for mak-
ing state-of-the-art treatments or preventa-
tive care available to public safety officers 
and public safety telecommunicators with 
regard to job-related post-traumatic stress 
disorder or acute stress disorder by providing 
public safety officers and public safety tele-
communicators access to evidence-based 
trauma-informed care, peer support, coun-
selor services, and family supports for the 
purpose of treating or preventing post-trau-
matic stress disorder or acute stress dis-
order; 

(2) a draft of any necessary grant condi-
tions required to ensure that confidentiality 
is afforded to public safety officers on ac-
count of seeking the care or services de-
scribed in paragraph (1) under the proposed 
program; 

(3) how each proposed program described in 
paragraph (1) could be most efficiently ad-
ministered throughout the United States at 
the State, Tribal, territorial, and local lev-
els, taking into account in-person and tele-
health capabilities; 

(4) a draft of legislative language necessary 
to authorize each proposed program de-
scribed in paragraph (1); and 

(5) an estimate of the amount of annual ap-
propriations necessary for administering 
each proposed program described in para-
graph (1). 

(c) DEVELOPMENT.—In developing the re-
port required under subsection (b), the At-
torney General shall consult relevant stake-
holders, including— 

(1) Federal, State, Tribal, territorial, and 
local agencies employing public safety offi-
cers and public safety telecommunicators; 
and 

(2) non-governmental organizations, inter-
national organizations, academies, or other 
entities, including organizations that sup-
port the interests of public safety officers 
and public safety telecommunicators and the 
interests of family members of public safety 
officers and public safety telecommunica-
tors. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 00:39 Mar 03, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00026 Fmt 0637 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A02MR6.024 S02MRPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-07T14:21:55-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




