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COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 

FORESTRY 
The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-

trition, and Forestry is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Wednesday, March 8, 2023, at 10 a.m., 
to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

The Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, March 8, 2023, at 
10 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
The Committee on Foreign Relations 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, 
March 8, 2023, at 10:30 a.m., to conduct 
a business meeting. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
The Committee on Foreign Relations 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, 
March 8, 2023, at 2 p.m., to continue a 
business meeting. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, March 8, 2023, at 
10 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Wednesday, March 8, 
2023, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Indian Affairs is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 8, 
2023, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

The Committee on Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Wednesday, March 8, 2023, at 2:30 
p.m., to conduct a hearing on a nomi-
nation. 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, 
March 8, 2023, at 10 a.m., to conduct a 
joint hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, 
March 8, 2023, to conduct a business 
meeting. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
The Select Committee on Intel-

ligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, March 8, 2023, at 10 a.m., to con-
duct an open hearing. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
The Select Committee on Intel-

ligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, March 8, 2023, at 12 p.m., to con-
duct a closed hearing. 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON THE LIBRARY 

The Joint Committee on the Library 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, 
March 8, 2023, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct 
an organizational meeting. 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON PRINTING 

The Joint Committee on Printing is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 8, 
2023, at 2:35 p.m., to conduct an organi-
zational meeting. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON HOUSING, TRANSPORTATION, 

AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

The Subcommittee on Housing, 
Transportation, and Community Devel-
opment of the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, March 8, 2023, at 
2:30 p.m., to conduct a hybrid hearing. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON NEAR EAST, SOUTH ASIA, 
CENTRAL ASIA, AND COUNTERTERRORISM 

The Subcommittee on Near East, 
South Asia, Central Asia, and Counter-
terrorism of the Committee on Foreign 
Relations is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, March 8, 2023, at 2 p.m., to conduct 
a hearing. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON PRIVACY, TECHNOLOGY, AND 

THE LAW 

The Subcommittee on Privacy, Tech-
nology, and the Law of the Committee 
on the Judiciary is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, March 8, 2023, at 2 p.m., to 
conduct a hearing. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. TILLIS. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Parker Dun-
can, a staff assistant in my office, be 
granted floor privileges for the remain-
der of this Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. BOOKER. Madam President, I ap-
preciate the recognition more than you 
know. I would like to ask unanimous 
consent that a detailee of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee—that would be 
one Douglas Miller—be granted floor 
privileges for the remainder of the 
118th Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. WYDEN. Madam President, I 
would ask unanimous consent that the 
following members of my team be 
granted floor privileges for the remain-
der of the Congress: Marta Silva, 
Sophie Song, Robert Walsh, Jacob 
Medvitz, and Veronique Bourassa. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST— 
S. 650 

Mr. ROUNDS. Madam President, I 
rise today to ask a unanimous consent 
request on S. 650. This is a bill that I 
have introduced with Senator HIRONO 
that would extend the Federal Commu-
nications Commission’s spectrum auc-

tion authority until the end of the fis-
cal year, September 30, 2023. 

Currently, this authority is set to ex-
pire tomorrow night. Our legislation 
would prevent this expiration and 
allow the Department of Defense and 
the National Telecommunications and 
Information Administration to focus 
on a statutorily required study which 
is to be completed by September of this 
year. This will define DOD spectrum 
requirements and articulate the risks 
should the Department lose access to 
portions of the 3.1 to 3.45 gigahertz fre-
quencies that are home to systems that 
are used to defend our country from at-
tack. 

The extension of this authorization 
until September 30 would allow time 
for the DOD and the NTIA to complete 
their study which, as I say, is expected 
in September. 

We cannot allow potential author-
izing spectrum legislation to affect any 
decision making related to the lower 3 
gigahertz band before the DOD and the 
NTIA release their study, which is ex-
pected, as I say, in September. 

The FCC’s spectrum auction author-
ity was previously extended less than 
just 3 months ago. Unfortunately, each 
time this auction authority expires at 
short and arbitrary intervals, we find 
additional language being proposed 
that would modify the current process 
by which any sharing of this spectrum 
would be determined. The Department 
of Defense finds itself responding to 
proposals that include offering up for 
auction critical bands of spectrum be-
fore this study has been completed. 

The Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act of 2021 requires the Depart-
ment of Defense to conclude the spec-
trum study by September 2023. Impor-
tantly, the study mandates examina-
tion of the feasibility of DOD sharing 
the 3.1 to 3.45 gigahertz band of spec-
trum, which is a very limited resource 
with the industry. 

The extension which I call up today 
would make certain that the analysis 
of the study is completed before taking 
action or before actions could be taken 
which may potentially harm the na-
tional security of the United States. 

While the development of 5G net-
works is important to both the eco-
nomic prosperity and national security 
of the United States, the premature 
auction of spectrum must not jeop-
ardize the systems that depend on ra-
dars and other critical sensors to pro-
tect our troops and our citizens from 
air or missile attacks. 

Many of the reasons that make an 
extension until the end of the fiscal 
year vital simply can’t be discussed 
here on the Senate floor because they 
need to be taken in a classified setting. 

Over the past several months, I 
hosted a series of classified and unclas-
sified briefings for my colleagues, their 
congressional staff members, the 
telecom industry, and the defense in-
dustry. These briefings were delivered 
by both the Department of Defense and 
the NTIA. 
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I think we all want to see the FCC’s 

spectrum auction authority extended, 
and I am offering a solution that ex-
tends that auction authority and pro-
tects the national security of our coun-
try. I would hope that the industry and 
those who support the continuation of 
5G would agree that an extension until 
the end of the year would be very ap-
propriate. 

With that, I ask unanimous consent 
that the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
S. 650 and the Senate proceed to its im-
mediate consideration; further, that 
the bill be considered read a third time 
and passed and that the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The Senator from Vermont. 
Mr. WELCH. Madam President, re-

serving the right to object, the Senator 
is working very diligently to achieve a 
goal that all of us share. The basic 
question right now is going to be 
whether to have a 60-day extension 
that has been agreed to by the House or 
to have an extension, as the Senator is 
proposing, until the end of the fiscal 
year. 

The bottom line—and it is the judg-
ment of many—is that sticking with 
the 60-day extension is beneficial to 
achieving the goal of having the par-
ties who are now negotiating come to a 
longer term resolution even beyond the 
end of the fiscal year. We have got to 
extend, ultimately, the spectrum au-
thority beyond 60 days or beyond the 
end of the fiscal year. We really have 
to extend it for a much greater period 
of time in order to achieve the goals 
that are shared between all of us. 

Senator ROUNDS’ bill, of course, as I 
mentioned, would extend things until 
September 30. We think that is going 
to take pressure off negotiators, and 
we have some confidence that if we 
keep that 60-day status, we are going 
to get to that long-term goal. 

Further, the House has made it clear 
that they are not going to take up any 
bill that moves the date to September 
30. So that is just the reality we have 
to deal with. Others may agree with 
Senator ROUNDS to push it to Sep-
tember 30, but the best information we 
have is that the other body has no in-
tention of taking up that bill. If that 
were the case and we were to pass a bill 
extending to September 30 but the 
House doesn’t take it up, then the spec-
trum authority expires, and that is bad 
for everybody. It sends the wrong sig-
nal, obviously, as well, to our allies 
and our competitors. 

We just can’t afford to risk a lapse of 
authority. Given the reality of the 
time constraints we are under, even if 
the Senate were to pass Senator 
ROUNDS’ bill, we would have a situation 
where it would be rejected by the 
House—that is our best judgment—and 
there would be a lapse in authority, 
which would be very threatening to the 
well-being of all of us concerned. 

So, on that basis, I offer this objec-
tion to the unanimous consent request 
of my colleague from South Dakota. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

Mr. ROUNDS. Madam President, I 
would like to thank my colleague from 
Vermont for his comments. 

I think we all want the same thing. 
We want the auction authority to be 
able to move forward. I do believe that 
it is very appropriate because there are 
negotiations which are ongoing, but 
none of them can be completed until 
the report, the study, is completed on 
September 30. 

If we did a short-term extension, we 
would simply be back here again. But 
once again, the Department of Defense 
finds itself in a position to where once 
again they are being asked to modify 
the appeals process in this existing 
statute, which we already have on the 
books, and we find ourselves under, as 
the Senator from Vermont indicates, a 
very serious time constraint to try to 
get this done within 60 days. 

My question is, If 60 days is good 
enough, wouldn’t it be better to go 
until the end of the year when we 
would actually have the data available 
to make a good decision about whether 
or not there is the availability of addi-
tional spectrum for a sharing or a sale 
that could be used, perhaps, for 5G, but 
at the same time, we could be assured 
would not impact our national defense 
priorities? 

With that, I thank my colleague from 
Vermont. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Vermont. 
f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST— 
H.R. 1108 

Mr. WELCH. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of H.R. 
1108, to extend the Federal Commu-
nications Commission’s authority to 
auction spectrum. 

Congress has never let the FCC’s 
spectrum auction authority lapse be-
fore, and we can’t do it now. As I noted 
in my earlier comments, spectrum is 
critical to our modern communications 
system—something that, actually, Sen-
ator ROUNDS has spoken so eloquently 
to—so we have to keep it going. We 
need an FCC and an NTIA that respect 
all Federal incumbent uses of spec-
trum, especially those uses that pro-
tect our national security. Again, I ac-
knowledge the comments of Senator 
ROUNDS. 

As we consider the reauthorization of 
the FCC’s auction authority, it is im-
portant to recognize we are entering a 
really new era in the United States’ 
spectrum strategy. This new strategy 
has to be comprehensive to ensure our 
remaining spectrum is put to its high-
est and best use, and we must ensure 
we don’t impact or interfere with our 
national security as we try to get fur-
ther benefits from the civilian sector 
for spectrum utilization. 

H.R. 1108’s 2-month extension would 
allow for the further development of 
this comprehensive approach. As I 
mentioned earlier, folks are really 
working on that, and we don’t want to 
take the pressure off. We want to keep 
the pedal to the metal and see if they 
can reach an agreement. 

Importantly, H.R. 1108’s 2-month ex-
tension does not slow down or other-
wise limit the Department of Defense’s 
study of the lower 3 gigahertz band 
under the bipartisan infrastructure 
law. I just want to reiterate that. The 
DOD can continue with its study. It 
will remain on track to complete its 
study by September 30. 

This extension also doesn’t change 
the requirement that any reallocation 
decisions for the band must wait until 
after the DOD finishes its study. So 
there is consensus here that we have to 
make certain the DOD’s national secu-
rity equities are front and center. 

What this extension would do is to 
ensure that the critical work of our 
Agencies and wireless ecosystem does 
continue undisrupted. 

Maintaining the FCC’s auction au-
thority will allow Congress to work 
quickly toward developing forward- 
thinking spectrum policy that both 
protects our national security and en-
courages the development of new tech-
nologies. 

It is very important, especially now 
that time is of the essence, for us to de-
velop our own spectrum strategy and 
stay ahead of our competitors. So 
every month that we stall on a com-
prehensive spectrum bill is more time 
for our rivals to get ahead of us. 

For all of those reasons, I am asking 
my colleagues to support H.R. 1108’s 2- 
month extension of the FCC’s auction 
authority as my colleagues and I work 
toward a comprehensive spectrum leg-
islation package to ensure that the 
United States continues to lead in 
spectrum innovation and policy. 

Madam President, I ask unanimous 
consent that the Senate proceed to the 
immediate consideration of H.R. 1108, 
which was received from the House and 
is at the desk; further, that the bill be 
considered read a third time and passed 
and that the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The Senator from South Dakota. 
Mr. ROUNDS. Madam President, re-

serving the right to object, I appreciate 
my friend and colleague from Vermont 
and his offer. 

My concern is that the spectrum 
study, which the Senator has acknowl-
edged, will not be done until Sep-
tember 30. There is no reasonable ex-
planation as to why we would not be 
able to extend until September 30 the 
auction capabilities that are available 
at the present time. 

However, there is an appeals process 
which is very important to the Depart-
ment of Defense, and every time we 
have a discussion about the process 
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