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By Ms. ROSEN (for herself, Mr.
WICKER, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Ms. HIRONO,
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms. KLOBUCHAR,
Mr. HEINRICH, and Mr. PADILLA):

S. Res. 124. A resolution designating March
24th, 2023, as ‘‘National Women of Color in
Tech Day’’; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Mr.
WICKER):

S. Con. Res. 7. A concurrent resolution
condemning Russia’s unjust and arbitrary
detention of Russian opposition leader Vladi-
mir Kara-Murza who has stood up in defense
of democracy, the rule of law, and free and
fair elections in Russia; to the Committee on
Foreign Relations.

By Ms. STABENOW (for herself, Mr.
CRAPO, Mr. BROWN, Mr. LANKFORD,
Ms. SINEMA, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. KELLY,
Mr. RISCH, Ms. SMITH, Mr. DAINES,
Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. GRASSLEY, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. THUNE, Mr. CARDIN, Mr.
YouNG, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. HOEVEN,
Mr. PETERS, Mr. MORAN, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, and Mr. CASEY):

S. Con. Res. 8. A concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that tax-ex-
empt fraternal benefit societies have histori-
cally provided and continue to provide crit-
ical benefits to the people and communities
of the United States; to the Committee on
Finance.

————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

8. 170
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. LUJAN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 70, a bill to require the Bureau of
Indian Affairs to process and complete
all mortgage packages associated with
residential and business mortgages on
Indian land by certain deadlines, and
for other purposes.
S. 305
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the names of the Senator from North
Carolina (Mr. BUDD), the Senator from
Utah (Mr. ROMNEY) and the Senator
from Arkansas (Mr. COTTON) were
added as cosponsors of S. 305, a bill to
require the Secretary of the Treasury
to mint coins in commemoration of the
250th anniversary of the United States
Marine Corps, and to support programs
at the Marine Corps Heritage Center.
S. 460
At the request of Ms. SMITH, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. LUJAN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 460, a bill to amend the Indian
Health Care Improvement Act to estab-
lish an urban Indian organization con-
fer policy for the Department of Health
and Human Services.
S. 537
At the request of Mr. YOUNG, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 537, a bill to preserve open
competition and Federal Government
neutrality towards the labor relations
of Federal Government contractors on
Federal and federally funded construc-
tion projects, and for other purposes.
S. 547
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the names of the Senator from North
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Carolina (Mr. TILLIS), the Senator from
New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER), the Senator
from Utah (Mr. ROMNEY) and the Sen-
ator from Hawaii (Ms. HIRONO) were
added as cosponsors of S. 547, a bill to
award a Congressional Gold Medal, col-
lectively, to the First Rhode Island
Regiment, in recognition of their dedi-
cated service during the Revolutionary
War.
S. 566
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the
names of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER) and the Senator from Ar-
kansas (Mr. BOOZMAN) were added as
cosponsors of S. 566, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to mod-
ify and extend the deduction for chari-
table contributions for individuals not
itemizing deductions.
S. 767
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mr. PADILLA) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 767, a bill to enhance mental
health and psychosocial support within
United States development and human-
itarian assistance programs.
S. 783
At the request of Mr. ScoTT of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from Lou-
isiana (Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 783, a bill to require the
Energy Information Administration to
submit to Congress and make publicly
available an annual report on Federal
agency policies and regulations and Ex-
ecutive orders that have increased or
may increase energy prices in the
United States, and for other purposes.
S. 846
At the request of Mr. ROUNDS, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 846, a bill to amend the
Federal Meat Inspection Act and the
Poultry Products Inspection Act to
allow the interstate sale of State-in-
spected meat and poultry, and for
other purposes.
S. 866
At the request of Ms. HASSAN, the
names of the Senator from California
(Mr. PADILLA), the Senator from West
Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO), the Senator
from Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) and
the Senator from Nebraska (Mrs.
FISCHER) were added as cosponsors of S.
866, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to enhance tax bene-
fits for research activities.
S. 942
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name
of the Senator from Alabama (Mrs.
BRITT) was added as a cosponsor of S.
942, a bill to create a point of order
against legislation modifying the num-
ber of Justices of the Supreme Court of
the United States.
S.J. RES. 9
At the request of Mr. MARSHALL, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S.J. Res. 9, a joint resolu-
tion providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5,
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United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service relating to ‘‘Endan-
gered and Threatened Wildlife and
Plants; Lesser Prairie-Chicken; Threat-
ened Status with Section 4(d) Rule for
the Northern Distinct Population Seg-
ment and Endangered Status for the
Southern Distinct Population Seg-
ment’’.
S.J. RES. 21

At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the
names of the Senator from Alabama
(Mrs. BRITT), the Senator from Idaho
(Mr. RIscH) and the Senator from Ten-
nessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) were added as
cosponsors of S.J. Res. 21, a joint reso-
lution proposing an amendment to the
Constitution of the United States to
require that the Supreme Court of the
United States be composed of nine jus-
tices.

S. RES. 107

At the request of Mrs. HYDE-SMITH,
the name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 107, a resolution recog-
nizing the expiration of the Equal
Rights Amendment proposed by Con-
gress in March 1972, and observing that
Congress has no authority to modify a
resolution proposing a constitutional
amendment after the amendment has
been submitted to the States or after
the amendment has expired.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Ms.
HASSAN, Mr. CORNYN, and Ms.
SMITH):

S. 965. A bill to establish a rural post-
secondary and economic development
grant program; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions.

Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, I
rise today to introduce the Success for
Rural Students and Communities Act.
This bipartisan bill would help stu-
dents living in rural areas achieve
their higher education goals and con-
nect them with the economic opportu-
nities in their communities. I want to
thank Senator HASSAN for coleading
this legislation with me.

Today, employers often require some-
thing more than a high school diploma,
such as a college degree, a skilled trade
credential, or a professional certifi-
cate. Yet, rural students may face bar-
riers to pursuing postsecondary edu-
cation. Although rural students tend to
graduate from high school at about the
same rate as their suburban peers, they
go on to enroll in college at a lower
rate. Rural students also tend to have
lower full-time retention rates in post-
secondary education than their urban
and suburban peers.

Maine’s experience is consistent with
these national trends. According to
census data, two out of three Maine
schools are in rural communities, and
more than half of Maine students at-
tend those schools. More than 86 per-
cent of Maine students graduate from
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high school, but only about 60 percent
enroll in higher education right away.
Unfortunately, an even lower percent-
age of Maine students go on to actually
earn a degree, often leaving them with
debt and without the credential.

The Success for Rural Students and
Communities Act would help by en-
couraging the creation of community
partnerships to promote strategies
that make it easier for rural students
to access college and career pathways.
Community stakeholders—such as
local school districts, colleges and uni-
versities, regional economic develop-
ment entities, and community organi-
zations—would join together to help
students and their families navigate
higher education opportunities and ad-
dress barriers that too often stand in
their way.

For example, many of these students
are the first in their families to attend
college, so they may have a more dif-
ficult time finding information about
financial aid or selecting an edu-
cational program that meets their
needs. Partnerships could work to-
gether to expose students to college
campuses, courses, programs, and in-
ternships. They could also focus on the
enrollment and completion rates of
rural nontraditional students who did
not pursue or complete postsecondary
education after high school but may
find they need additional credentials to
pursue their chosen career path.

To help rural students gain the skills
and experience needed to enter and suc-
ceed in the workforce, partnerships
would also be encouraged to develop
strategies for putting students on path-
ways into the high-demand jobs avail-
able in their communities. For exam-
ple, partnerships could test various
work-based learning opportunities, in-
cluding apprenticeships, internships,
and a sequence of courses on the path
to a certain skill or job. By helping to
connect students with good-paying jobs
where they live, this bill would also en-
sure that rural communities benefit
from their students’ success.

In Maine’s Aroostook County, the
Aroostook Aspirations Initiative is
using this model to help put students
on pathways to academic and career
success in their communities. The ini-
tiative collaborates with local commu-
nity colleges and universities and with
area businesses to offer seminars that
guide students throughout their col-
lege educations. These seminars cover
topics like time and stress manage-
ment, budgeting and finances, goal set-
ting, and transitioning from college to
career. Certain seminars are focused on
providing a more detailed look at var-
ious career fields, such as nursing, edu-
cation, criminal justice/law enforce-
ment, and banking/financial services.
Students can also team up with em-
ployers in the area through internships
that give them experience in the ca-
reers they wish to pursue.

Since 2012, the Aroostook Aspirations
Initiative has served over 190 students,
known as Gauvin Scholars, named for
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Ray and Sandy Gauvin, who started
the program. According to the initia-
tive, their students have a 94-percent
college graduation rate—well above the
rate for their local colleges overall—
and more than 90 percent of Gauvin
Scholars remain in Aroostook County
to live and work. Students who have
participated in the initiative say it has
helped them develop networking skills
and make connections with employers
throughout their communities.

The Success for Rural Students and
Communities Act would support dy-
namic programs such as the Aroostook
Aspirations Initiative and help stu-
dents across the country who are seek-
ing to achieve their college and career
dreams. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bipartisan bill.

————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 118—RECOG-
NIZING THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF
CLELA ROREX, A PIONEERING
COUNTY CLERK WHO, IN 1975, AD-
VANCED CIVIL RIGHTS FOR ALL
COUPLES SEEKING TO BE MAR-
RIED

Mr. BENNET (for himself and Mr.
HICKENLOOPER) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:

S. REs. 118

Whereas Clela Ann Rorex (referred to in
this preamble as ‘‘Clela’’) was born in Denver
on July 23, 1943;

Whereas Clela’s mother, Ruby Rorex, was a
dance and theater teacher, and her father,
Cecil Rorex, served for 30 years as clerk of
Routt County, Colorado, where Clela grew up
in Steamboat Springs;

Whereas Clela earned her bachelor’s degree
from the University of Colorado Boulder in
1973 and a master’s degree in Public Admin-
istration from the University of Colorado
Denver in 1981;

Whereas, in January 1975, at the age of 31,
Clela became Boulder County Clerk and Re-
corder;

Whereas, in 1975, when a same-sex couple
requested a marriage license in Boulder
County, Clela consulted the assistant dis-
trict attorney and learned that Colorado
state laws did not specifically prohibit
granting a marriage license to a same-sex
couple;

Whereas, as a newly-elected county clerk,
Clela issued a marriage license to Dave
McCord and Dave Zamora, the first marriage
license issued to a same-sex couple in the
United States;

Whereas Clela was quoted in 2016 as saying,
““After having been so deeply involved in the
women’s rights movements, who was I to
then deny a right to anyone else? It wasn’t
my job to legislate morality.”’;

Whereas, after issuing the first marriage
license to a same-sex couple in 1975, Clela
issued 5 more marriage licenses to same-sex
couples over the next month;

Whereas national news outlets circulated
Clela’s groundbreaking story, after which
she reported receiving a deluge of death
threats and condemnation in hundreds of let-
ters and phone calls to the Boulder County
Clerk’s office;

Whereas, despite the threats, Clela contin-
ued her advocacy efforts on behalf of the
LGBTQ community, including by marching,
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volunteering, and donating to LGBTQ efforts
for decades;

Whereas, in 2014, a series of court rulings
cleared the way for same-sex marriages in
Colorado, and, in 2015, the Supreme Court of
the United States legalized same-sex mar-
riage nationwide, 40 years after Clela issued
the first same-sex marriage license in the
United States;

Whereas Clela was 78 years old when she
died on June 19, 2022, in Longmont, Colorado;

Whereas, due to her advocacy for human
rights, Boulder County, Colorado, declared
July 23, 2022, to be ‘‘Clela Rorex Day’’; and

Whereas Clela should be recognized for her
leadership as a national civil rights leader,
paving the way for countless individuals:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes—

(A) the contributions of Clela Rorex as a
pioneer for civil rights and same-sex mar-
riage;

(B) the respect and bravery Clela Rorex
demonstrated when issuing the first same-
sex marriage license in the United States;
and

(C) the courage Clela Rorex exhibited fol-
lowing the threats she received when she
issued marriage licenses to same-sex couples;
and

(2) designates March 26, 2023, as
Rorex Day”.

“Clela

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 119—RECOG-
NIZING THE 202ND ANNIVERSARY
OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF
GREECE AND CELEBRATING DE-
MOCRACY IN GREECE AND THE
UNITED STATES

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
BARRASSO, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. RUBIO,
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. RICKETTS, Mr. CARDIN,
Mr. CRUZ, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. HAGERTY,
Mr. COONS, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. MURPHY,
Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. KAINE, Mr. ROUNDS,
Mr. BOOKER, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Mr. BRAUN, Ms. DUCKWORTH,
Mr. ScorT of Florida, Mrs. FEINSTEIN,
Ms. LumwMis, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. REED, Mr.
CARPER, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. BROWN,
Mr. CASEY, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. BEN-
NET, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. WARREN, Mr. PETERS,
Ms. HASSAN, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms.
ROSEN, Mr. KELLY, Mr. PADILLA, Mr.
WARNOCK, and Mr. FETTERMAN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations:

S. REs. 119

Whereas the people of ancient Greece de-
veloped the concept of democracy, in which
the supreme power to govern was vested in
the people;

Whereas the founding fathers of the United
States, many of whom read Greek political
philosophy in the original Greek language,
drew heavily on the political experience and
philosophy of ancient Greece in forming the
representative democracy of the United
States;

Whereas Petros Mavromichalis, the former
Commander in Chief of Greece and a founder
of the modern Greek state, said to the citi-
zens of the United States in 1821, “It is in
your land that liberty has fixed her abode
and. . . in imitating you, we shall imitate
our ancestors and be thought worthy of them
if we succeed in resembling you.’’;

Whereas, in an October 21, 1823, letter to
Greek scholar Adamantios Koraes discussing
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