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can help unlock a host of Federal pro-
grams and services that can catalyze 
significant economic development and 
infrastructure investments for the 
Puyallup Tribe and surrounding com-
munities. 

In Washington State, this proposal 
has garnered widespread support not 
only from within the Tribe, but also 
from the city of Tacoma, from Pierce 
County, from Washington Governor 
Jay Inslee, and the team at the Port of 
Tacoma. 

This broad base of community sup-
port underscores the mutual benefits 
anticipated from this action, benefits 
that will surely extend well beyond the 
boundaries of the land in question, fos-
tering a more vibrant, healthy, and 
economically robust Puget Sound re-
gion. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I urge 
my colleagues to join me in supporting 
the Puyallup Tribe of Indians Land 
Into Trust Confirmation Act. I thank 
the gentlewoman from across the aisle 
for her support of it. I thank my col-
league for her support of it. 

Let us take this step together as a 
forward-looking investment in the eco-
nomic vitality and cultural richness of 
the Pacific northwest. 

Moving forward, Congress can honor 
its commitments to Native nations, re-
spect our shared history, and work 
hand in hand with Tribes like the Puy-
allup to build a future of prosperity 
and partnership. 

Ms. HAGEMAN. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Mr. 
Speaker, yield myself the balance of 
my time to close. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representative 
KILMER and Senator CANTWELL for 
bringing this legislation forward. I also 
thank Chairman Sterud and the people 
of the Puyallup Tribe because what 
they are doing here today is beneficial 
not only for the Tribe, but, as noted, 
for the entire region. 

I think we will see this over and over 
again in the bills we are hearing today 
and that we will hear into the future 
with regards to taking land into trust. 
It benefits not just the Tribe and the 
local economy, but those who live 
around the Tribe. In this instance, be-
cause of the port, it will benefit the en-
tire Nation. Therefore, we are grateful 
for the work that they have done in 
terms of pursuing this land-into-trust 
application. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. HAGEMAN. Mr. Speaker, this 
legislation would take approximately 
17 acres of fee land in Pierce County, 
Washington, into trust for the benefit 
of the Puyallup Tribe to support the 
development of a 21st century shipping 
and transportation facility. 

I thank the sponsors of this legisla-
tion for their work on behalf of their 
constituents. I support this bill, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 

the gentlewoman from Wyoming (Ms. 
HAGEMAN) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 382. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. HAGEMAN. Mr. Speaker, I object 
to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

SOUTH PACIFIC TUNA TREATY 
ACT OF 2023 

Ms. HAGEMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1792) to amend the South Pacific 
Tuna Act of 1988, and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1792 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘South Pacific Tuna Treaty Act of 2023’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents of this Act is as follows: 

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Amendment of South Pacific Tuna Act 

of 1988. 
Sec. 3. Definitions. 
Sec. 4. Prohibited acts. 
Sec. 5. Exceptions. 
Sec. 6. Criminal offenses. 
Sec. 7. Civil penalties. 
Sec. 8. Licenses. 
Sec. 9. Enforcement. 
Sec. 10. Findings by Secretary. 
Sec. 11. Reporting requirements; disclosure of 

information. 
Sec. 12. Closed Area stowage requirements. 
Sec. 13. Observers. 
Sec. 14. Technical assistance. 
Sec. 15. Arbitration. 
Sec. 16. Disposition of fees, penalties, forfeit-

ures, and other moneys. 
Sec. 17. Additional agreements. 
SEC. 2. AMENDMENT OF SOUTH PACIFIC TUNA 

ACT OF 1988. 
Except as otherwise expressly provided, wher-

ever in this Act an amendment or repeal is ex-
pressed in terms of an amendment to, or repeal 
of, a section or other provision, the reference 
shall be considered to be made to a section or 
other provision of the South Pacific Tuna Act of 
1988 (16 U.S.C. 973 et seq.). 
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS. 

(a) APPLICABLE NATIONAL LAW.—Section 2(4) 
(16 U.S.C. 973(4)) is amended by striking ‘‘de-
scribed in paragraph 1(a) of Annex I of’’ and in-
serting ‘‘noticed and in effect in accordance 
with’’. 

(b) CLOSED AREA.—Section 2(5) (16 U.S.C. 
973(5)) is amended by striking ‘‘of the closed 
areas identified in Schedule 2 of Annex I of’’ 
and inserting ‘‘area within the jurisdiction of a 
Pacific Island Party that is closed to vessels 
pursuant to a national law of that Pacific Is-
land Party and is noticed and in effect in ac-
cordance with’’. 

(c) FISHING.—Section 2(6) (16 U.S.C. 973(6)) is 
amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (C), by inserting ‘‘for any 
purpose’’ after ‘‘harvesting of fish’’; and 

(2) by amending subparagraph (F) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(F) use of any other vessel, vehicle, aircraft, 
or hovercraft, for any activity described in this 
paragraph except for emergencies involving the 
health or safety of the crew or the safety of a 
vessel.’’. 

(d) FISHING VESSEL.—Section 2(7) (16 U.S.C. 
973(7)) is amended by striking ‘‘commercial fish-
ing’’ and inserting ‘‘commercial purse seine fish-
ing for tuna’’. 

(e) LICENSING AREA.—Section 2(8) (16 U.S.C. 
973(8)) is amended by striking ‘‘in the Treaty 
Area’’ and all that follows and inserting ‘‘under 
the jurisdiction of a Pacific Island Party, except 
for internal waters, territorial seas, archipelagic 
waters, and any Closed Area.’’. 

(f) LIMITED AREA; PARTY; TREATY AREA.— 
Section 2 (16 U.S.C. 973) is amended— 

(1) by striking paragraphs (10), (13), and (18); 
(2) by redesignating paragraphs (11) and (12) 

as paragraphs (10) and (11), respectively; 
(3) by redesignating paragraph (14) as para-

graph (12); and 
(4) by redesignating paragraphs (15) through 

(17) as paragraphs (14) through (16), respec-
tively. 

(g) REGIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—Sec-
tion 2 (16 U.S.C. 973) is amended by inserting 
after paragraph (12), as so redesignated, the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(13) The term ‘regional terms and conditions’ 
means any of the terms or conditions attached 
by the Administrator to the license issued by the 
Administrator, as notified by the Secretary.’’. 
SEC. 4. PROHIBITED ACTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 5(a) (16 U.S.C. 
973c(a)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘Except as provided in section 
6 of this Act, it’’ at the beginning and inserting 
‘‘It’’; 

(2) by striking paragraphs (3) and (4); 
(3) by redesignating paragraphs (5) through 

(13) as paragraphs (3) through (11), respectively; 
(4) in paragraph (3), as so redesignated, by in-

serting ‘‘, except in accordance with an agree-
ment pursuant to the Treaty’’ after ‘‘Closed 
Area’’; 

(5) in paragraph (10), as so redesignated, by 
striking ‘‘or’’ at the end; 

(6) in paragraph (11), as so redesignated, by 
striking the period at the end and inserting a 
semicolon; and 

(7) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(12) to violate any of the regional terms and 

conditions; or 
‘‘(13) to violate any limit on authorized fish-

ing effort or catch.’’. 
(b) IN THE LICENSING AREA.—Section 5(b) (16 

U.S.C. 973c(b)) is amended— 
(1) by striking ‘‘Except as provided in section 

6 of this Act, it’’ and inserting ‘‘It’’; 
(2) by striking paragraph (5); and 
(3) by redesignating paragraphs (6) and (7) as 

paragraphs (5) and (6), respectively. 
SEC. 5. EXCEPTIONS. 

Section 6 (16 U.S.C. 973d) is repealed. 
SEC. 6. CRIMINAL OFFENSES. 

Section 7(a) (16 U.S.C. 973e(a)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘section 5(a) (8), (10), (11), or (12)’’ and 
inserting ‘‘paragraphs (6), (8), (9), or (10) of sec-
tion 5(a)’’. 
SEC. 7. CIVIL PENALTIES. 

(a) DETERMINATION OF LIABILITY; AMOUNT; 
PARTICIPATION BY SECRETARY OF STATE IN AS-
SESSMENT PROCEEDING.—Section 8(a) (16 U.S.C. 
973f(a)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘Code’’ after ‘‘liable to the 
United States’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘Except for those acts prohib-
ited by section 5(a) (4), (5), (7), (8), (10), (11), 
and (12), and section 5(b) (1), (2), (3), and (7) of 
this Act, the’’ and inserting ‘‘The’’. 

(b) WAIVER OF REFERRAL TO ATTORNEY GEN-
ERAL.—Section 8(g) (16 U.S.C. 973f(g)) is amend-
ed— 
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(1) by striking ‘‘section 5(a)(1), (2), (3), (4), (5), 

(6), (7), (8), (9), or (13)’’ and inserting ‘‘para-
graphs (1), (2), (3), (4), (5), (6), (7), (11), (12), or 
(13) of section 5(a)’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘, all Limited 
Areas closed to fishing,’’ after ‘‘outside of the 
Licensing Area’’. 
SEC. 8. LICENSES. 

(a) FORWARDING AND TRANSMITTAL OF VESSEL 
LICENSE APPLICATION.—Section 9(b) (16 U.S.C. 
973g(b)) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(b) In accordance with subsection (e), and 
except as provided in subsection (f), the Sec-
retary shall forward a vessel license application 
to the Administrator whenever such application 
is in accordance with application procedures es-
tablished by the Secretary.’’. 

(b) FEES AND SCHEDULES.—Section 9(c) (16 
U.S.C. 973g(c)) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(c) Fees required under the Treaty shall be 
paid in accordance with the Treaty and any 
procedures established by the Secretary.’’. 

(c) MINIMUM FEES REQUIRED TO BE RECEIVED 
IN INITIAL YEAR OF IMPLEMENTATION FOR FOR-
WARDING AND TRANSMITTAL OF LICENSE APPLI-
CATIONS.—Section 9 (16 U.S.C. 973g) is amend-
ed— 

(1) by striking subsection (f); 
(2) by redesignating subsections (g) and (h) as 

subsections (f) and (g), respectively; 
(3) by amending subsection (f), as so redesig-

nated, to read as follows: 
‘‘(f) The Secretary, in consultation with the 

Secretary of State, may determine that a license 
application should not be forwarded to the Ad-
ministrator if— 

‘‘(1) the application is not in accordance with 
the Treaty or the procedures established by the 
Secretary; or 

‘‘(2) the owner or charterer— 
‘‘(A) is the subject of proceedings under the 

bankruptcy laws of the United States, unless 
reasonable financial assurances have been pro-
vided to the Secretary; 

‘‘(B) has not established to the satisfaction of 
the Secretary that the fishing vessel is fully in-
sured against all risks and liabilities normally 
provided in maritime liability insurance; or 

‘‘(C) has not paid any penalty which has be-
come final, assessed by the Secretary in accord-
ance with this Act.’’; and 

(4) in subsection (g), as so redesignated— 
(A) by amending paragraph (1) to read as fol-

lows: 
‘‘(1) chapter 12113 of title 46, United States 

Code;’’; 
(B) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘of 1972’’ 

after ‘‘Marine Mammal Protection Act’’; 
(C) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘of 1972’’ 

after ‘‘Marine Mammal Protection Act’’; and 
(D) in the matter that follows paragraph (3), 

by striking ‘‘any vessel documented’’ and all 
that follows and inserting the following: 

‘‘any vessel documented under the laws of the 
United States as of the date of enactment of the 
Fisheries Act of 1995 for which a license has 
been issued under subsection (a) may fish for 
tuna in the Licensing Area, and on the high 
seas and in waters subject to the jurisdiction of 
the United States west of 146° west longitude 
and east of 129.5° east longitude in accordance 
with international law, subject to the provisions 
of the Treaty, this Act, and other applicable 
law, provided that no such vessel intentionally 
deploys a purse seine net to encircle any dol-
phin or other marine mammal in the course of 
fishing.’’. 
SEC. 9. ENFORCEMENT. 

(a) NOTICE REQUIREMENTS TO PACIFIC ISLAND 
PARTY CONCERNING INSTITUTION AND OUTCOME 
OF LEGAL PROCEEDINGS.—Section 10(c)(1) (16 
U.S.C. 973h(c)(1)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘paragraph 8 of Article 4 of’’; 
and 

(2) by striking ‘‘Article 10 of’’. 
(b) SEARCHES AND SEIZURES BY AUTHORIZED 

OFFICERS; LIMITATIONS ON POWER.—Section 

10(d)(1)(A) (16 U.S.C. 973h(d)(1)(A)) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘or’’ at the end; 
and 

(2) in clause (iii), by adding ‘‘or’’ at the end. 
SEC. 10. FINDINGS BY SECRETARY. 

(a) ORDER TO LEAVE WATERS UPON FAILURE 
TO SUBMIT TO JURISDICTION OF PACIFIC ISLAND 
PARTY; PROCEDURE APPLICABLE.—Section 11(a) 
(16 U.S.C. 973i(a)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘, all Limited Areas,’’; 
(2) in paragraph (1)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘para-

graph 2 of Article 3 of’’; and 
(B) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘within 

the Treaty Area’’ and inserting ‘‘under the ju-
risdiction’’; and 

(3) in paragraph (2)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘section 

5 (a)(4), (a)(5), (b)(2), or (b)(3)’’ and inserting 
‘‘paragraph (4) of section 5(a) or paragraphs (2) 
or (3) of section 5(b)’’; 

(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘(7)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘(6)’’; and 

(C) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘(7)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘(6)’’. 

(b) ORDER OF VESSEL TO LEAVE WATERS 
WHERE PACIFIC ISLAND PARTY INVESTIGATING 
ALLEGED TREATY INFRINGEMENT.—Section 11(b) 
(16 U.S.C. 973i(b)) is amended by striking ‘‘para-
graph 7 of Article 5 of’’. 
SEC. 11. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS; DISCLO-

SURE OF INFORMATION. 
Section 12 (16 U.S.C. 973j) is amended to read 

as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 12. REPORTING. 

‘‘(a) PROHIBITED DISCLOSURE OF CERTAIN IN-
FORMATION.—The Secretary shall keep confiden-
tial and may not disclose the following informa-
tion, except in accordance with subsection (b): 

‘‘(1) Information provided to the Secretary by 
the Administrator that the Administrator has 
designated confidential. 

‘‘(2) Information collected by observers. 
‘‘(3) Information submitted to the Secretary by 

any person in compliance with the requirements 
of this Act. 

‘‘(b) PERMITTED DISCLOSURE OF CERTAIN IN-
FORMATION.—The Secretary may disclose infor-
mation described in subsection (a)— 

‘‘(1) if disclosure is ordered by a court; 
‘‘(2) if the information is used by a Federal 

employee— 
‘‘(A) for enforcement; or 
‘‘(B) in support of the homeland and national 

security missions of the Coast Guard as defined 
in section 888 of the Homeland Security Act of 
2002 (6 U.S.C. 468); 

‘‘(3) if the information is used by a Federal 
employee or an employee of the Fishery Man-
agement Council for Treaty administration or 
fishery management and monitoring; 

‘‘(4) to the Administrator, in accordance with 
the requirements of the Treaty and this Act; 

‘‘(5) to the secretariat or equivalent of an 
international fisheries management organiza-
tion of which the United States is a member, in 
accordance with the requirements or decisions of 
such organization, and insofar as possible, in 
accordance with an agreement that prevents 
public disclosure of the identity of any person 
that submits such information; 

‘‘(6) if the Secretary has obtained written au-
thorization from the person providing such in-
formation, and disclosure does not violate other 
requirements of this Act; or 

‘‘(7) in an aggregate or summary form that 
does not directly or indirectly disclose the iden-
tity of any person that submits such informa-
tion.’’. 
SEC. 12. CLOSED AREA STOWAGE REQUIRE-

MENTS. 
Section 13 (16 U.S.C. 973k) is amended by 

striking ‘‘. In particular, the boom shall be low-
ered’’ and all that follows and inserting ‘‘and in 
accordance with any requirements established 
by the Secretary.’’. 

SEC. 13. OBSERVERS. 
Section 14 (16 U.S.C. 973l) is repealed. 

SEC. 14. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE. 
Section 15 (16 U.S.C. 973m) is amended to read 

as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 15. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE. 

‘‘The Secretary and the Secretary of State 
may provide assistance to a Pacific Island Party 
to benefit such Pacific Island Party from the de-
velopment of fisheries resources and the oper-
ation of fishing vessels that are licensed pursu-
ant to the Treaty, including— 

‘‘(1) technical assistance; 
‘‘(2) training and capacity building opportu-

nities; 
‘‘(3) facilitation of the implementation of pri-

vate sector activities or partnerships; and 
‘‘(4) other activities as determined appropriate 

by the Secretary and the Secretary of State.’’. 
SEC. 15. ARBITRATION. 

Section 16 (16 U.S.C. 973n) is amended— 
(1) by striking ‘‘Article 6 of’’ after ‘‘arbitral 

tribunal under’’; and 
(2) by striking ‘‘paragraph 3 of that Article’’, 

and inserting ‘‘the Treaty, shall determine the 
location of the arbitration’’. 
SEC. 16. DISPOSITION OF FEES, PENALTIES, FOR-

FEITURES, AND OTHER MONEYS. 
Section 17 (16 U.S.C. 973o) is amended by 

striking ‘‘Article 4 of’’. 
SEC. 17. ADDITIONAL AGREEMENTS. 

Section 18 (16 U.S.C. 973p) is amended by 
striking ‘‘Within 30 days after’’ and all that fol-
lows and inserting ‘‘The Secretary may establish 
procedures for review of any agreements for ad-
ditional fishing access entered into pursuant to 
the Treaty.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Wyoming (Ms. HAGEMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from New Mexico (Ms. LEGER 
FERNANDEZ) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Wyoming. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. HAGEMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on H.R. 1792, as 
amended, the bill now under consider-
ation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Wyoming? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. HAGEMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 

1792, the South Pacific Tuna Treaty 
Act of 2023, sponsored by Mrs. 
RADEWAGEN of American Samoa. 

This legislation would make critical 
updates to the South Pacific Tuna 
Treaty, consistent with amendments 
that were agreed to between the United 
States and the 16 Pacific Island parties 
in 2016 and ratified by the Senate in 
2022. 

The amendments will provide the 
United States fishing vessels with 
greater clarity about the areas that 
they can access in the parties’ exclu-
sive economic zones. This relationship 
gives the United States access to an 
abundant fishing resource while 
strengthening our presence in the re-
gion. 

Despite the importance of this trea-
ty, the recent amendments are not self- 
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executing. This has led to conflicts be-
tween our domestic regulatory regime 
and the treaty structure. Making the 
necessary changes in the statute to 
allow the United States and its regu-
latory agencies to fully implement the 
treaty amendments will ensure that 
they are carried out effectively. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague, 
Mrs. RADEWAGEN, for her leadership on 
this important issue and urge my col-
leagues to support this legislation. I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1792, the South Pa-
cific Tuna Treaty Act of 2023, will en-
sure the continued effective manage-
ment of tuna fisheries and the con-
servation of marine resources in the 
South Pacific, benefiting American 
fisheries in the South Pacific and con-
tributing to the stability of the region. 

Specifically, this legislation would 
implement the South Pacific Tuna 
Treaty, a multilateral treaty between 
the United States Government and the 
Pacific Island States. This treaty au-
thorizes a small U.S. purse seine vessel 
fleet to fish in specific and exclusive 
economic zones of Pacific Island coun-
tries that are party to the treaty. 
These parties are Australia, the Cook 
Islands, the Federated States of Micro-
nesia, Fiji, Kiribati, the Marshall Is-
lands, Nauru, New Zealand, Niue, 
Palau, Papua New Guinea, the Inde-
pendent State of Samoa, Solomon Is-
lands, Tonga, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu. 

The South Pacific Tuna Treaty en-
tered into force in 1988 and was ex-
tended in 1993 and then again in 2002. 
Most recently, the parties began to re-
negotiate the treaty and its annexes 
starting in 2009. 

b 1600 
The treaty has been vital for almost 

three decades, fostering a mutually 
beneficial strategic and economic rela-
tionship between the United States and 
the Pacific Island countries. 

The treaty provides access to lucra-
tive tuna fishing grounds and facili-
tates cooperation on various issues. 

H.R. 1792 proposes adjustments to the 
South Pacific Tuna Act of 1988 to im-
plement the amended treaty, mainly 
providing more flexibility for U.S. ves-
sels and the Pacific Island countries to 
negotiate access levels while ensuring 
a stable operating environment. 

This legislation will enable the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration to efficiently implement 
annual access and fee agreements and 
new operational requirements, thereby 
allowing the United States and its ves-
sels operating under the treaty to bet-
ter utilize its benefits. 

Mr. Speaker, I, too, thank Mrs. 
RADEWAGEN for leading on this issue 
and for understanding the needs that 
we see in the Blue Continent and un-
derstanding the needs of the nations, 
the freely associated States and terri-
tories in pursuing this kind of legisla-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. HAGEMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
3 minutes to the gentlewoman from 
American Samoa (Mrs. RADEWAGEN). 

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in support of H.R. 1792, the 
South Pacific Tuna Treaty Act, which 
I introduced along with my original co-
sponsor, ED CASE of Hawaii. 

As Representatives of the beautiful 
islands of American Samoa in the 
South Pacific, a marine economy 
which depends on a fishing economy 
like Hawaii, I applaud our Water, Wild-
life and Fisheries Subcommittee Chair 
CLIFF BENTZ of Oregon and Ranking 
Member JARED HUFFMAN of California 
for their bipartisan support imple-
menting this treaty with my friends 
and neighbors in the South Pacific. 

This bill implements into statute the 
most recent changes to the South Pa-
cific Tuna Treaty that was negotiated 
between NOAA and other signatory 
countries to the treaty. 

These changes are important to sup-
port the American fishing fleet in the 
South Pacific where many boats call 
the port in American Samoa home. 

These changes improve the oper-
ation, condition, and flexibility for the 
fleet, which is America’s last true dis-
tant water fishing fleet. 

The 1987 treaty enables American 
tuna purse seine vessels to fish in the 
exclusive economic zones of 16 Pacific 
Island nations and is key to the ongo-
ing operations of America’s South Pa-
cific tuna fleet, including the 11 purse 
seiners based in American Samoa. 

In 2016, the treaty signatories agreed 
to several amendments to the treaty; 
however, those changes have not yet 
been reflected in U.S. law, leaving 
South Pacific tuna fishermen in a state 
of uncertainty for years. 

H.R. 1792 will fix these issues. 
Mr. Speaker, I also thank U.S. Dep-

uty Assistant Secretary for Inter-
national Fisheries Kelly Kryc and 
American Tunaboat Association Execu-
tive Director William Gibbons-Fly who 
testified in support of the bill at last 
July’s hearing. 

Finally, I thank Chairman 
WESTERMAN and Ranking Member GRI-
JALVA who guided the Natural Re-
sources Committee to unanimously ap-
proving H.R. 1792 at last October’s 
markup. 

‘‘Live long and prosper.’’ ‘‘Soifua ma 
ia manuia.’’ 

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Mr. 
Speaker, I am ready to close. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bipartisan legislation so 
that we can continue to protect our 
fishing fleet, protect the waters, and, 
importantly, protect the tuna that pro-
vides such economic vitality to those 
fishermen in those countries which 
rely on their ability to both capture 
the tuna. All of those restaurants and 
households really want to make sure 
that we continue to ensure that tuna is 
caught in an environmentally and 
sound way. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge support of the 
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. HAGEMAN. Mr. Speaker, when 
President Ronald Reagan signed the 
initial legislation establishing this 
treaty, he spoke of the longstanding 
cooperation and partnership between 
the United States and the South Pa-
cific. He stated that the legislation 
would ‘‘reinforce the bonds of friend-
ship and affection that unite our peo-
ples.’’ 

The bill we are considering today fur-
thers that effort. 

By updating the South Pacific Tuna 
Treaty in accordance with the 2016 
amendments, we begin the next chap-
ter of the partnership between the 
United States and the South Pacific. 
Strengthening these relationships 
could not be more important at a time 
when the United States’ leadership is 
needed in this region to counter the 
growing malign influence of the Chi-
nese Communist Party. 

I, once again, thank Mrs. RADEWAGEN 
for her leadership on this important 
issue. I urge the adoption of the legis-
lation, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CLOUD). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentlewoman from Wyo-
ming (Ms. HAGEMAN) that the House 
suspend the rules and pass the bill, 
H.R. 1792, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF PLAY 
RECOGNITION ACT 

Ms. HAGEMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3250) to recognize the Margaret 
Woodbury Strong Museum in Roch-
ester, New York. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3250 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National 
Museum of Play Recognition Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DESIGNATION OF NATIONAL MUSEUM OF 

PLAY IN ROCHESTER, NEW YORK. 
(a) CONGRESSIONAL RECOGNITION.—Con-

gress— 
(1) recognizes that the Margaret Woodbury 

Strong Museum, DBA Strong Museum, lo-
cated in Rochester, New York, is the only 
museum of its kind that exists for the exclu-
sive purpose of exploring the ways in which 
play encourages learning, creativity, and dis-
covery, and how it illuminates cultural his-
tory; and 

(2) officially designates the Margaret 
Woodbury Strong Museum as the National 
Museum of Play. 

(b) EFFECT OF RECOGNITION; DESIGNATION.— 
The National Museum of Play recognized in 
subsection (a) is not a unit of the National 
Park System and the designation under sub-
section (a) shall not be construed to require 
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