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International Snowmobile Manufacturers
Association, Motorcycle Industry Council,
National Forest Recreation Association, Na-
tional Marine Manufacturers Association,
National Ski Area Association, New Mexico
Outdoor Recreation Division.

Outdoor Industry Association,
PeopleForBikes, Professional TrailBuilders
Association, Rails to Trails Conservancy,
Recreational Off-Highway Vehicle Associa-
tion, REI Co-op, Rivian, RV Dealers Associa-
tion, RV Industry Association, Society of
Outdoor Recreation Professionals, Specialty
Equipment Market Association, Specialty
Vehicle Institute of America, Sports & Fit-
ness Industry Association, The Corps Net-
work, Trust for Public Land, VF Corpora-
tion.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, in
particular, I would recognize Jess Tur-
ner from the Outdoor Recreation
Roundtable, Matt Wade from the
American Mountain Guides Associa-
tion, and Aaron Bannon from America
Outdoors for their tireless efforts on
this bill.

I would also recognize Senate Energy
and Natural Resources Chairman
MANCHIN and Ranking Member
BARASSO, who are leading the Senate
companion legislation to the EX-
PLORE Act.

Mr. Speaker, I urge support for this
first-of-its-kind legislation that will
unleash the full potential of the out-
door recreation economy and encour-
age millions of Americans in Arkansas
and across our great country to get out
and explore the unparalleled rec-
reational opportunities our Federal
lands and waters have to offer.

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of the
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6492, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
O 1700

COMMUNITY RECLAMATION
PARTNERSHIPS ACT

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 6233) to amend the Surface
Mining Control and Reclamation Act of
1977 to authorize partnerships between
States and nongovernmental entities
for the purpose of reclaiming and re-
storing land and water resources ad-
versely affected by coal mining activi-
ties before August 3, 1977, and for other
purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 6233

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Community

Reclamation Partnerships Act”.
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SEC. 2. REFERENCE.

Except as otherwise specifically provided,
whenever in this Act an amendment is ex-
pressed in terms of an amendment to a provi-
sion, the reference shall be considered to be
made to a provision of the Surface Mining
Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30
U.S.C. 1201 et seq.).

SEC. 3. STATE MEMORANDA OF UNDERSTANDING
FOR CERTAIN REMEDIATION.

Section 405 (30 U.S.C. 1235) is amended by
inserting after subsection (1) the following:

“(m) STATE MEMORANDA OF UNDER-
STANDING FOR REMEDIATION OF MINE DRAIN-
AGE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A State with a State
program approved under subsection (d) may
enter into a memorandum of understanding
with relevant Federal or State agencies (or
both) to remediate mine drainage on aban-
doned mine land and water impacted by
abandoned mines within the State. The
memorandum may be updated as necessary
and resubmitted for approval under this sub-
section.

“(2)  MEMORANDA REQUIREMENTS.—Such
memorandum shall establish a strategy sat-
isfactory to the State and Federal agencies
that are parties to the memorandum, to ad-
dress water pollution resulting from mine
drainage at sites eligible for reclamation and
mine drainage abatement expenditures under
section 404, including specific procedures
for—

‘“(A) ensuring that activities carried out to
address mine drainage will result in im-
proved water quality;

‘(B) monitoring, sampling, and the report-
ing of collected information as necessary to
achieve the condition required under sub-
paragraph (A);

“(C) operation and maintenance of treat-
ment systems as necessary to achieve the
condition required under subparagraph (A);
and

‘(D) other purposes, as considered nec-
essary by the State or Federal agencies, to
achieve the condition required under sub-
paragraph (A).

¢“(3) PUBLIC REVIEW AND COMMENT.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Before submitting a
memorandum to the Secretary and the Ad-
ministrator for approval, a State shall—

‘(1) invite interested members of the pub-
lic to comment on the memorandum; and

‘(ii) hold at least one public meeting con-
cerning the memorandum in a location or lo-
cations reasonably accessible to persons who
may be affected by implementation of the
memorandum.

‘(B) NOTICE OF MEETING.—The State shall
publish notice of each meeting not less than
15 days before the date of the meeting, in
local newspapers of general circulation, on
the Internet, and by any other means consid-
ered necessary or desirable by the Secretary
and the Administrator.

“(C) RESPONSE TO PUBLIC COMMENT.—The
memorandum shall include responses to sub-
stantive concerns raised by the public in
comments and during public meetings if re-
ceived within 30 days of such meetings and
opportunity to comment.

‘‘(4) SUBMISSION AND APPROVAL.—The State
shall submit the memorandum to the Sec-
retary and the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency for approval. The
Secretary and the Administrator shall ap-
prove or disapprove the memorandum within
120 days after the date of its submission if
the Secretary and Administrator find that
the memorandum will facilitate additional
activities under the State Reclamation Plan
under subsection (e) that improve water
quality.

““(5) TREATMENT AS PART OF STATE PLAN.—
A memorandum of a State that is approved
by the Secretary and the Administrator
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under this subsection shall be considered
part of the approved abandoned mine rec-
lamation plan of the State.

‘“(n) COMMUNITY RECLAIMER PARTNER-
SHIPS.—

‘(1) PROJECT APPROVAL.—Within 120 days
after receiving such a submission, the Sec-
retary shall approve a Community Re-
claimer project to remediate abandoned
mine lands if the Secretary finds that—

‘“(A) the proposed project will be conducted
by a Community Reclaimer as defined in this
subsection or approved subcontractors of the
Community Reclaimer;

*“(B) for any proposed project that remedi-
ates mine drainage, the proposed project is
consistent with an approved State memo-
randum of understanding under subsection
(m);

‘(C) the proposed project will be conducted
on a site or sites inventoried under section
403(c);

‘(D) the proposed project meets all submis-
sion criteria under paragraph (2);

‘“(E) the relevant State has entered into an
agreement with the Community Reclaimer
under which the State shall assume all re-
sponsibility with respect to the project for
any costs or damages resulting from any ac-
tion or inaction on the part of the Commu-
nity Reclaimer in carrying out the project,
except for costs or damages resulting from
gross negligence or intentional misconduct
by the Community Reclaimer, on behalf of—

‘(i) the Community Reclaimer; and

‘‘(ii) the owner of the proposed project site,
if such Community Reclaimer or owner, re-
spectively, did not participate in any way in
the creation of site conditions at the pro-
posed project site or activities that caused
any lands or waters to become eligible for
reclamation or drainage abatement expendi-
tures under section 404;

‘“(F') the State has the necessary legal au-
thority to conduct the project and will ob-
tain all legally required authorizations, per-
mits, licenses, and other approvals to ensure
completion of the project;

‘(G) the State has sufficient financial re-
sources to ensure completion of the project,
including any necessary operation and main-
tenance costs (including costs associated
with emergency actions covered by a contin-
gency plan under paragraph (2)(K)); and

‘“‘(H) the proposed project is not in a cat-
egory of projects that would require a permit
under title V.

‘‘(2) PROJECT SUBMISSION.—The State shall
submit a request for approval to the Sec-
retary that shall include—

““(A) a description of the proposed project,
including any engineering plans that must
bear the seal of a professional engineer;

‘“(B) a description of the proposed project
site or sites, including, if relevant, the na-
ture and extent of pollution resulting from
mine drainage;

‘(C) identification of the past and current
owners and operators of the proposed project
site;

‘(D) the agreement or contract between
the relevant State and the Community Re-
claimer to carry out the project;

‘““(E) a determination that the project will
facilitate the activities of the State reclama-
tion plan under subsection (e);

‘“(F) sufficient information to determine
whether the Community Reclaimer has the
technical capability and expertise to suc-
cessfully conduct the proposed project;

‘“(G) a cost estimate for the project and
evidence that the Community Reclaimer has
sufficient financial resources to ensure the
successful completion of the proposed
project (including any operation or mainte-
nance costs);

‘““(H) a schedule for completion of the
project;
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“(I) an agreement between the Community
Reclaimer and the current owner of the site
governing access to the site;

“(J) sufficient information to ensure that
the Community Reclaimer meets the defini-
tion under paragraph (3);

“(K) a contingency plan designed to be
used in response to unplanned adverse events
that includes emergency actions, response,
and notifications;

‘(L) detailed plans for any proposed recy-
cling or reprocessing of historic mine residue
to be conducted by the Community Re-
claimer (including a description of how all
proposed recycling or reprocessing activities
contribute to the remediation of the aban-
doned mine site); and

“(M) a requirement that the State provide
notice to adjacent and downstream land-
owners and the public and hold a public
meeting near the proposed project site before
the project is initiated.

¢“(3) REPROCESSING OF MATERIALS.—A Com-
munity Reclaimer may reprocess materials
recovered during the implementation of a re-
mediation plan only if—

‘““(A) the applicable land management
agency has signed a decision document ap-
proving reprocessing as part of the approved
abandoned mine reclamation plan of the
State;

‘“(B) the proceeds from the sale or use of
the materials are used—

‘(1) to defray the costs of the remediation;
and

‘“(ii) to reimburse the Administrator or the
head of a Federal land management agency
for the purpose of carrying out this Act; and

‘(C) the materials only include historic
mine residue.

‘“(4) COMMUNITY RECLAIMER DEFINED.—For
purposes of this section, the term ‘Commu-
nity Reclaimer’ means any person who—

““(A) seeks to voluntarily assist a State
with a reclamation project under this sec-
tion, which may include companies that cur-
rently hold reclamation liability elsewhere
from the proposed site or active mine sites
that require a performance bond;

‘(B) did not participate in any way in the
creation of site conditions at the proposed
project site or activities that caused any
lands or waters at the proposed project site
to become eligible for reclamation or drain-
age abatement expenditures under section
404; and

“(C) is not subject to outstanding viola-
tions listed pursuant to section 510(c).”.

SEC. 4. CLARIFYING STATE LIABILITY FOR MINE
DRAINAGE PROJECTS.

Section 413(d) (30 U.S.C. 1242(d)) is amended
by inserting ‘‘unless such control or treat-
ment will be conducted in accordance with a
State memorandum of understanding ap-
proved under section 405(m) of this Act”
after ‘‘under the Federal Water Pollution
Control Act”.

SEC. 5. CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.

Section 405(f) (30 U.S.C. 1235(f)) is amend-
ed—

(1) by striking the ‘“‘and” after the semi-
colon in paragraph (6);

(2) by striking the period at the end of
paragraph (7) and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by inserting at the end the following:

‘(8) a list of projects proposed under sub-
section (n).”.

SEC. 6. SUNSET PROVISION.

This Act shall be in effect until September
30, 2030.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from New Mexico (Ms. LEGER
FERNANDEZ) each will control 20 min-
utes.
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arkansas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 6233,
the bill now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
6233, the Community Reclamation
Partnerships Act.

H.R. 6233, introduced by Congressman
LAHoOOD, would allow States to partner
with nongovernmental entities to re-
claim and restore land and water re-
sources from abandoned mines.

There are still thousands of aban-
doned mines in the U.S., deserted be-
fore modern regulations required mine
owners and operators to adhere to
strict environmental standards and im-
plement holistic land restoration when
operations cease. Many of these sites
pose health risks, safety hazards, and
environmental concerns for their sur-
rounding communities.

While fees collected from current
mining operations combined with Fed-
eral dollars fund States’ abandoned
mine cleanup efforts, third-party non-
governmental organizations, or NGOs,
have volunteered their resources to as-
sist in abandoned mine restoration.

However, should a site deteriorate in
the future after an NGO has imple-
mented restoration efforts, that NGO
could be liable for the site. H.R. 6233
aims to shield third-party nongovern-
mental organizations from frivolous
litigation.

The Community Reclamation Part-
nerships Act will expedite abandoned
mine reclamation efforts and improve
environmental hazards, all without
using taxpayer funds.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in support of H.R. 6233, and I
reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
6233, the Community Reclamation
Partnerships Act.

Two centuries of coal mining oc-
curred in the United States before the
industry was federally regulated in any
meaningful way, including in New Mex-
ico where we have many abandoned
wells which litter the countryside.

Before 1977, when the Surface Mining
Control and Reclamation Act was
passed, coal mining was done with lit-
tle regard for the environment and ab-
solutely minimal reclamation require-
ments. This history has left us with a
massive number of abandoned coal
mines across the country that create
environmental and public health haz-
ards.
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Fortunately, last Congress, Demo-
crats championed and passed over $11
billion to clean up abandoned coal
mines. These funds are already being
deployed to clean up hazardous sites
and to create good jobs.

Even with this massive investment,
however, there is much work ahead of
us before we solve the abandoned coal
mine problem for good though.

That is where the Community Rec-
lamation Partnerships Act fits in. This
bill would provide third-party groups,
like environmental or wildlife organi-
zations, with the ability to use their
own funds to clean up streams and wa-
tersheds affected by abandoned coal
mines, without assuming unnecessary
liability.

I am very thankful for these organi-
zations. Many of them are recognizing
the fact that these streams are essen-
tial in order to have pristine fishing
conditions and other benefits to their
surrounding areas.

Under current law, these third par-
ties are required to take on full liabil-
ity if they want to engage in cleanup
projects. These groups often don’t have
the funds or technical ability to cover
cleanup all the way to full remedi-
ation. That shouldn’t mean they
should be stopped from making partial
but substantial improvements to the
environment for their communities.
We can use all the help we can get.

Therefore, this legislation would cre-
ate ‘“‘Good Samaritan’ protections to
allow these third-party groups to enter
into memorandums of understanding
with the State and EPA, with public
feedback, to clean up a site without
holding the community reclaimer to
full liability.

This community reclamation pro-
gram is only part of the solution to
abandoned coal mine lands, but it is a
step in the right direction to clean up
this legacy pollution.

I am grateful for the bipartisan work
on this legislation, and I am glad to see
it on the floor today.

Mr. Speaker, I urge support for the
bill, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. LAHOOD), the author of the
legislation,

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I want to
acknowledge Chairman WESTERMAN for
his leadership on the Committee on
Natural Resources. I am honored to be
here today.

I rise today, Mr. Speaker, in strong
support of my bill, H.R. 6233, the Com-
munity Reclamation Partnerships Act.
This legislation, which previously
passed the House in the 115th Congress,
will help address the complex legal and
funding-related challenges for aban-
doned mines that we have across Illi-
nois and the Nation.

The Community Reclamation Part-
nerships Act amends the Surface Min-
ing Control and Reclamation Act of
1977 to enable States to partner with
nongovernmental entities to reclaim
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abandoned mine sites and facilitate
acid mine drainage cleanup across the
country.

Nongovernmental entities, such as
Trout Unlimited, have recognized the
need for reclamation in coal commu-
nities and are willing to contribute
their resources and expertise to address
this problem.

Unfortunately, liability and regu-
latory concerns have discouraged them
from partnering with the States on rec-
lamation projects. This legislation en-
ables NGO participation in State rec-
lamation programs by minimizing
undeserved liability and codifying
proven practices established by State
reclamation agencies.

This legislation also addresses a fre-
quent problem that States experience
in addressing water pollution at aban-
doned mine land sites. States must
choose between risking noncompliance
under the Clean Water Act or foregoing
acid mine drainage abatement projects
altogether.

Some States, for instance, like Penn-
sylvania, have successfully addressed
this problem by establishing their own
guidelines for the treatment of water
pollution at abandoned mine land sites.
These State-specific strategies have re-
sulted in successful water treatment
projects and a significant reduction in
acid mine drainage.

Currently, State reclamation activi-
ties have been funded solely by fees
levied on the coal industry over the
past four decades. These fees have re-
sulted in the reclamation of approxi-
mately $4 billion of abandoned mine
land liabilities. However, according to
the Department of the Interior and
EPA, the estimated remediation costs
exceeds $15 billion. The cost of reclaim-
ing these sites will continue to strain
State resources in the coming decades,
and the condition of these sites will
only worsen over time.

In short, this bill empowers State
and local community leaders who want
to assist in abandoned mine cleanup ef-
forts so that future development can
occur in these areas. No group should
be punished for wanting to help their
community in a responsible way.

H.R. 6233 brings more resources to
bear on this considerable challenge. I
urge adoption of this bill.

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself the balance of
my time for closing.

As noted earlier, I stand in support of
this legislation and the efforts that
will be made under it to have cleanup
occur on these coal mines, especially,
as noted, Trout Unlimited is so willing
to work with local communities. They
do great work in New Mexico, and we
need to encourage organizations to do
that. I thank the sponsor of the bill for
working with Trout Unlimited.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this legislation, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself the balance of my time for
closing.
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I urge my colleagues to support H.R.
6233. This commonsense legislation
streamlines abandoned mine recovery
efforts and provides an alternative
pathway to abandoned mine restora-
tion without the use of government
funds or the imposition of additional
fees on an industry that is operating
today with the highest environmental
standards.

Further, this bill has bipartisan sup-
port and passed unanimously out of the
Committee on Natural Resources in
December of 2023. As Mr. LAHOOD men-
tioned, it previously passed out of com-
mittee in the 116th and 117th Congress
and was passed by the House in the
115th Congress.

I urge my colleagues to come to-
gether again today to support smart,
efficient legislation that is good for the
taxpayers’ bottom line, the environ-
ment, our States, and our commu-
nities.

I thank Congressman LAHOOD for his
work to bring H.R. 6233 to the floor,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BENTZ). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Arkan-
sas (Mr. WESTERMAN) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 6233.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

A STRONGER WORKFORCE FOR
AMERICA ACT

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 6655) to amend and reauthorize
the Workforce Innovation and Oppor-
tunity Act, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 6655

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as

the ‘A Stronger Workforce for America

Act”.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
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Subtitle A—General Provisions

Sec. 101. Definitions.
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111. State workforce development

board.

112. Unified State plan.

CHAPTER 2—LOCAL PROVISIONS
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117. Local plan.
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Sec. 119. Performance accountability sys-
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Subtitle C—Workforce Investment Activities
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ACTIVITIES AND PROVIDERS

Sec. 121. Establishment of one-stop delivery
systems.
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ices.
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