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of the Committee on Education and the
Workforce:

APRIL 10, 2024.
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER JOHNSON: I write to respect-
fully tender my resignation as a member of
the Education & The Workforce Committee.
It has been an honor to serve in this capac-
ity.

Sincerely,
JOHN E. JAMES,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the resignation is accepted.

There was no objection.

——————

ELECTING MEMBERS TO CERTAIN
STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Republican Conference, 1
send to the desk a privileged resolution
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1133

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be, and are hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committees of the House of
Representatives:

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS: Mr. Cole,
Chair.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE: Mr.
James.

COMMITTEE ON RULES: Mr. Burgess, Chair.
Mr. Austin Scott of Georgia (to rank after
Mr. Langworthy).

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND INFRA-
STRUCTURE: Mr. Kiley.

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
ber be, and is hereby, ranked as follows on
the following standing committee of the
House of Representatives:

COMMITTEE ON  APPROPRIATIONS:
Granger, after Mr. Rogers of Kentucky.

Ms. STEFANIK (during the reading).
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be considered as
read.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentlewoman from
New York?

There was no objection.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Ms.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. After consultation
with the majority and minority lead-
ers, the Chair announces that, when
the two Houses meet in joint meeting
to hear an address by His Excellency
Kishida Fumio, Prime Minister of
Japan, only the doors immediately op-
posite the Speaker and those imme-
diately to his left and right will be
open.

No one will be allowed on the floor of
the House who does not have the privi-
lege of the floor of the House. Due to
the large attendance that is antici-
pated, the rule regarding the privilege
of the floor must be strictly enforced.
Children of Members will not be per-
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mitted on the floor. The cooperation of
all Members is requested.

The practice of reserving seats prior
to the joint meeting by placard will
not be allowed. Members may reserve
their seats by physical presence only
following the security sweep of the
Chamber.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to the
order of the House of Tuesday, April 9,
2024, the House stands in recess subject
to the call of the Chair.

Accordingly, (at 9 o’clock and 7 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
0 1047

JOINT MEETING TO HEAR AN AD-
DRESS BY HIS EXCELLENCY
KISHIDA FUMIO, PRIME MIN-
ISTER OF JAPAN

During the recess, the House was
called to order by the Speaker at 10
o’clock and 47 minutes a.m.

The Assistant Sergeant at Arms, Ms.
Kathleen Joyce, announced the Vice
President and Members of the TU.S.
Senate, who entered the Hall of the
House of Representatives, the Vice
President taking the chair at the right
of the Speaker, and the Members of the
Senate the seats reserved for them.

The SPEAKER. The joint meeting
will come to order.

The Chair appoints as members of
the committee on the part of the House
to escort His Excellency Kishida
Fumio, Prime Minister of Japan, into
the Chamber:

The gentleman from Louisiana (Mr.
SCALISE);

The gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
EMMER);

The gentlewoman from New York
(Ms. STEFANIK);

The gentleman from Indiana (Mr.

BUCSHON);

The gentleman from Nebraska (Mr.
SMITH);

The gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
HILL);

The gentlewoman from Virginia

(Mrs. KIGGANS);

The gentleman from North Carolina
(Mr. ROUZER);

The gentleman from New York (Mr.
JEFFRIES);

The gentlewoman from Massachu-
setts (Ms. CLARK);

The gentleman from California (Mr.
AGUILAR);

The gentleman from California (Mr.
LIEU);

The gentlewoman from Colorado (Ms.
DEGETTE);

The gentlewoman from California
(Ms. MATSUD);

The gentleman from California (Mr.
TAKANO); and

The gentlewoman from Hawaii (Ms.
TOKUDA).

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Presi-
dent of the Senate, at the direction of
that body, appoints the following Sen-
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ators as members of the committee on
the part of the Senate to escort His Ex-
cellency Kishida Fumio, Prime Min-
ister of Japan, into the House Cham-
ber:

The Senator from Illinois (Mr. DUR-

BIN);

The Senator from Washington (Mrs.
MURRAY);

The Senator from Minnesota (Ms.
KLOBUCHAR);

The Senator from West Virginia (Mr.
MANCHIN);

The Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
BOOKER);

The Senator from Maryland (Mr.
CARDIN);

The Senator from Hawaii (Ms.
HIRONO);

The Senator from Kentucky (Mr.
MCCONNELL);

The Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
THUNE);

The Senator from Wyoming (Mr.
BARRASSO);

The Senator
(Mrs. CAPITO);

The Senator from Iowa (Ms. ERNST);

The Senator from Alaska (Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI);

The Senator from Idaho (Mr. RISCH);
and

The Senator from Tennessee (Mr.
HAGERTY).

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms announced the Acting Dean of
the Diplomatic Corps, His Excellency
Mohamed Siad Doualeh, Ambassador of
the Republic of Djibouti.

The Acting Dean of the Diplomatic
Corps entered the Hall of the House of
Representatives and took the seat re-
served for him.

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms announced the Cabinet of the
President of the United States.

The TU.S. Secretary of Transpor-
tation, Pete Buttigieg, entered the Hall
of the House of Representatives and
took the seat reserved for him in front
of the Speaker’s rostrum.

At 11 o’clock and 7 minutes a.m., the
Sergeant at Arms, the Honorable Wil-
liam P. McFarland, announced His Ex-
cellency Kishida Fumio.

The Prime Minister of Japan, es-
corted by the committee of Senators
and Representatives, entered the Hall
of the House of Representatives and
stood at the Clerk’s desk.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

The SPEAKER. Members of Con-
gress, I have the high privilege and the
distinct honor of presenting to you His
Excellency Kishida Fumio, Prime Min-
ister of Japan.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

Prime Minister KISHIDA. Mr. Speak-
er, Madam Vice President, honorable
Members of the United States Con-
gress, distinguished guests, ladies and
gentlemen, thank you. I never get such
nice applause from the Japanese Diet.

Let me introduce my wife, Yuko, who
is in the gallery. The fact that I mar-
ried Yuko should give you great con-
fidence in all my decisions.

I am truly honored to speak here in
this citadel of democracy and before

from West Virginia
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you, the Representatives of the Amer-
ican people.

Nine years ago, the late Prime Min-
ister Abe, who was a close friend of
mine, stood in this very spot and gave
an address titled: ‘“Toward an Alliance
of Hope.”” I was Foreign Minister in his
Cabinet at that time, and I was deeply
struck to witness the bond between our
two countries.

Since childhood, I have felt a connec-
tion to the United States, perhaps be-
cause I spent my first 3 years of ele-
mentary school at P.S. 20 and P.S. 13 in
Queens, New York. Even though I was
the only Japanese student there, my
classmates kindly accepted me and
helped me immerse myself in a new
culture.

We arrived in the fall of 1963, and for
several years, my family lived like
Americans. My father would take the
subway to Manhattan, where he
worked as a trade official. We rooted
for the Mets and the Yankees and ate
hot dogs at Coney Island. On vacation,
we would go to Niagara Falls or here to
Washington, D.C.

I remember things that were strange
and funny to a little Japanese boy, like
watching ‘““The Flintstones.” 1 still
miss that show, although I could never
translate ‘‘yabba dabba doo.”

After 60 years, I have a message for
the good people of Queens: Thank you
for making my family and me feel so
welcome. I have never forgotten it.

So I speak to you today as a long and
close friend of the United States.

I know that the National Park Serv-
ice is undertaking a rehabilitation
project in the Tidal Basin. As a gesture
of friendship, Japan will provide 250
cherry trees that will be planted there
in anticipation of the 250th anniversary
of your independence.

As you might also remember, the 1964
World’s Fair was held in Queens. Its
symbol was the giant Unisphere, and
the fair’s theme was ‘‘Peace Through
Understanding,” and yet we also know
that peace requires more than under-
standing. It requires resolve.

The U.S. shaped the international
order in the postwar world through
economic, diplomatic, military, and
technological power. It championed
freedom and democracy. It encouraged
the stability and prosperity of nations,
including Japan, and when necessary,
it made noble sacrifices to fulfill its
commitment to a better world.

The United States policy was based
on the premise that humanity does not
want to live oppressed by an authori-
tarian state, where you are tracked
and surveilled and denied from express-
ing what is in your heart and on your
mind. You believe that freedom is the
oxygen of humanity.

The world needs the United States to
continue playing this pivotal role in
the affairs of nations, and yet, as we
meet here today, I detect an undercur-
rent of self-doubt among some Ameri-
cans about what your role in the world
should be.

This self-doubt is arising at a time
when our world is at history’s turning
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point. The post-Cold War era is already
behind us, and we are now at an inflec-
tion point that will define the next
stage of human history.

The international order that the U.S.
worked for generations to build is fac-
ing new challenges, challenges from
those with values and principles very
different from ours.

Freedom and democracy are cur-
rently under threat around the globe.

Climate change has caused natural
disasters, poverty and displacement on
a global scale. In the COVID-19 pan-
demic, all humanity suffered.

Rapid advances in AI technology
have resulted in a battle over the soul
of AI that is ranging between its prom-
ise and its perils.

The balance of economic power is
shifting. The Global South plays a
greater role in responding to chal-
lenges and opportunities and calls for a
larger voice.

Turning to Japan’s own neighbor-
hood, China’s current external stance
and military actions present an un-
precedented and the greatest strategic
challenge not only to the peace and se-
curity of Japan, but to the peace and
stability of the international commu-
nity at large.

While such a challenge from China
continues, our commitment to uphold-
ing a free and open international order
based on the rule of law, as well as
peace, will continue to be the defining
agenda going forward.

As a Hiroshima native, I have de-
voted my political career to bringing
about a world without nuclear weap-
ons. For years, I have worked to revi-
talize the Non-Proliferation Treaty re-
gime so that we can gain momentum in
pursuit of the aspiration. But there ex-
ists an imminent danger of nuclear
weapons proliferation in East Asia.

North Korea’s nuclear and missile
program is a direct threat. The issue of
abductions by North Korea remains a
critical issue.

North Korea’s provocations have im-
pact beyond the region. It has also ex-
ported its ballistic missiles to support
Russia’s war of aggression against
Ukraine, greatly increasing the suf-
fering of the Ukrainian people.

Russia’s unprovoked, unjust, and bru-
tal war of aggression against Ukraine
has entered its third year. As I often
say, Ukraine of today may be East Asia
of tomorrow.

Furthermore, Russia continues to
threaten the use of nuclear weapons,
which has contributed to worldwide
concern that yet another catastrophe
by nuclear weapon use is a real possi-
bility. In this reality, close coordina-
tion between Japan and the U.S. is re-
quired more than ever to ensure that
the deterrence our alliance provides re-
mains credible and resilient.

New forms of oppression are being
imposed on the world. Freedom is being
suppressed through digital tech-
nologies. Social media is censored,
monitored, and controlled.

There are growing cases of economic
coercion and the so-called debt trap di-
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plomacy, whereby the economic de-
pendency of nations is exploited and
weaponized.

Facing such rapidly changing pres-
sures, how do we continue to safeguard
our common values?

I want to address those Americans
who feel the loneliness and exhaustion
of being the country that has upheld
the international order almost single-
handedly.

I understand it is a heavy burden to
carry such hopes on your shoulders.

Although the world looks to your
leadership, the U.S. should not be ex-
pected to do it all, unaided and on your
own.

Yes, the leadership of the United
States is indispensable.

Without U.S. support, how long be-
fore the hopes of Ukraine would col-
lapse under the onslaught from Mos-
cow?

Without the presence of the United
States, how long before the Indo-Pa-
cific would face even harsher realities?

Ladies and gentlemen, as the United
States’ closest friend, tomodachi, the
people of Japan are with you, side by
side, to assure the survival of liberty
not just for our people, but for all peo-
ple.

I am not saying this out of my strong
attachment to America. I am an ideal-
ist but a realist, too. The defense of
freedom, democracy, and the rule of
law is the national interest of Japan.

The Japanese people are fully com-
mitted to these values. I do not want
to leave our children a society where
human rights were suppressed, where
political self-determination is denied,
where our lives are monitored by dig-
ital technology. I know you don’t ei-
ther.

Upholding these values is both a
cause and a benefit for our two coun-
tries as well as for the generations to
come across the world.

Right now, Japanese and U.S. serv-
icemembers are working side by side to
deter aggression and ensure peace. I ad-
mire them, I thank them, and I know I
speak for all of us when I say they have
the gratitude of both our nations.

On the spaceship called ‘‘Freedom
and Democracy,” Japan is proud to be
your shipmate. We are on deck, we are
on task, and we are ready to do what is
necessary.

The democratic nations of the world
must have all hands on deck. I am here
to say that Japan is already standing
shoulder to shoulder with the United
States. You are not alone. We are with
you.

Japan has changed over the years.
We have transformed ourselves from a
reticent ally, recovering from the dev-
astation of World War II, to a strong,
committed ally, looking outward to
the world.

Japan has transformed its national
security strategy. Uncertainty about
the future stability of the Indo-Pacific
region caused us to change our policies
and our very mindset. I myself have
stood at the forefront in making our
bilateral alliance even stronger.
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In 2022, we announced that we would
secure a substantial increase of our de-
fense budget by fiscal year 2027 to 2
percent of GDP, possess counterstrike
capabilities, and improve cybersecu-
rity. Today, the deterrence that our al-
liance provides is stronger than ever,
bolstered by U.S. extended deterrence
for Japan.

Japan has taken strong sanctions
against Russia in the wake of its ag-
gression against Ukraine. We have an-
nounced over $12 billion in aid to
Ukraine, including anti-drone detec-
tion systems. This is part of NATO’s
aid package; and, yes, we are even
working with NATO on the other side
of the world from us.

I might add that in February, to help
a devastated Ukraine get through these
agonizing times, I hosted the con-
ference for Ukraine’s economic growth
and reconstruction. Japan will con-
tinue to stand with Ukraine.

As the geopolitical landscape
changed and as Japan grew in con-
fidence, we expanded our outlook be-
yond that of being America’s closest
ally. We first became a regional part-
ner of the United States, and now we
have become your global partner.
Never has our relationship been so
close, our vision and approach so
united.

Today, our partnership goes beyond
the bilateral. Examples include tri-
lateral and quadrilateral cooperation
among the U.S., Japan, the Republic of
Korea, Australia, India, and the Phil-
ippines as well as cooperation through
the G7 and with ASEAN. The three
leaders of the U.S., the Republic of
Korea, and Japan convened at Camp
David last summer to inaugurate a new
era of our partisanship.

From these various endeavors
emerges a multilayered, regional
framework where our alliance serves as
a force multiplier and, together, with
these like-minded countries, we are
working to realize a free and open
Indo-Pacific. Here in this Chamber, we
should have strong bipartisan support
for these efforts.

Japan believes in U.S. leadership, and
we also believe in the U.S. economy.
Japan is the number one foreign direct
investor in the United States. Japanese
companies have invested around $800
billion, creating almost 1 million
American jobs. These are good jobs,
with half a million jobs in the manu-
facturing sector alone.

At home, I am embarking on a set of
initiatives called a New Form of Cap-
italism to drive the Japanese economy.
The public and private sectors are join-
ing hands to transform the social chal-
lenges we face into engines of growth.
Wage increases, capital investment,
and stock prices all have attained lev-
els not seen for 30 years.

The Japanese economy is now mak-
ing strides by capitalizing on these un-
precedented and major changes. A
growth-oriented Japanese economy
should also spur even greater invest-
ment in the United States, and we can
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then help boost the global economy to
steer it toward a strong growth trajec-
tory in the years to come.

Just yesterday, President Biden and I
demonstrated our commitment to lead-
ing the world on the development of
the next generation of emerging tech-
nologies, such as AI, quantum, semi-
conductors, biotechnology, and clean
energy.

The scope of our bilateral coopera-
tion expands to space as well, illu-
minating our path toward a brighter
and more hopeful tomorrow. The TV
broadcast of Apollo 11’s lunar landing
of 1969 is still seared into my memory.
Japan’s lunar lander mission in Janu-
ary achieved the first pinpoint landing
in history. Yesterday, President Biden
and I announced that a Japanese na-
tional will be the first non-American
astronaut to land on the Moon on a fu-
ture Artemis mission.

We have two astronauts with us
today. Would Mr. Hoshide and Mr. Tani
please stand.

Mr. Akihiko Hoshide has flown to
space three times and served as com-
mander of the International Space Sta-
tion for 5 months in 2021.

Next to him is Mr. Daniel Tani. He is
a retired Japanese-American astronaut
who has conducted six space walks and,
in his two missions, has logged over 50
million miles, which is a lot of fre-
quent flyer points.

Mr. Hoshide and Mr. Tani are living
symbols of our collaboration in space,
and we will have many more such col-
laborations in the future.

Thank you, gentlemen.

Let me close with this final thought.
I want you to know how seriously
Japan takes its role as the United
States’ closest ally.

Together, we carry a large responsi-
bility. I believe that we are essential to
peace, vital to freedom, and funda-
mental to prosperity.

Bonded by our beliefs, I pledge to you
Japan’s firm alliance and enduring
friendship.

““Global Partners for the Future”: We
are your global partner today, and we
will be your global partner in the years
ahead.

Thank you for inviting me, thank
you for your hospitality, and thank
you for the role you play in the world.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

At noon, His Excellency Kishida
Fumio, Prime Minister of Japan, ac-
companied by the committee of escort,
retired from the Hall of the House of
Representatives.

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms escorted the invited guests from
the Chamber in the following order:

The TU.S. Secretary of Transpor-
tation; and

The Acting Dean of the Diplomatic
Corps.

———

JOINT MEETING DISSOLVED
The SPEAKER. The purpose of the
joint meeting having been completed,
the Chair declares the joint meeting of
the two Houses now dissolved.
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Accordingly (at noon), the joint
meeting of the two Houses was dis-
solved.

The Members of the Senate retired to
their Chamber.

The SPEAKER. The House will con-
tinue in recess subject to the call of
the Chair.

———
O 1230
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. GUEST) at 12 o’clock and
30 minutes p.m.

PRINTING OF PROCEEDINGS HAD
DURING RECESS

Mr. TIFFANY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the pro-
ceedings had during the recess be print-
ed in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

———

FEDERAL COASTAL STORM RISK
MANAGEMENT PROJECTS

Mr. TIFFANY. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 524) to amend the Coastal Barrier
Resources Act to create an exemption
for certain shoreline borrow sites, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 524

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FEDERAL COASTAL STORM RISK MAN-
AGEMENT PROJECTS.

Section 6(a) of the Coastal Barrier Resources
Act (16 U.S.C. 3505(a)) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

‘“(7) Use of a sand source within a System
unit by Federal coastal storm risk management
projects or their predecessor projects that have
used a system unit for sand to nourish adjacent
beaches outside the System pursuant to section
5 of the Act of August 18, 1941 (commonly
known as the ‘Flood Control Act of 1941°) (55
Stat. 650, chapter 377; 33 U.S.C. 70In) at least
once between December 31, 2008 and December
31, 2023 in response to an emergency Situation
prior to December 31, 2023.”".

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. TIFFANY) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HUFFMAN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Wisconsin.
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