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power to the executive branch of gov-
ernment with its executive powers to
implement sanctions.

Therefore, I strongly urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting H.R.
3033, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I yield myself the bal-
ance of my time to close.

Madam Speaker, just 2 days ago, the
world was sadly stunned by the Iranian
unprecedented attack on the civilian
population of Israel. The regime in
Tehran is committed to threatening
the United States and our ally Israel.

Iran is not going to voluntarily stop
sponsoring the puppets that they have
of Hezbollah, the Houthis, or Hamas.
They are not going to give up their
missiles and drones out of the goodness
of their hearts. They are most cer-
tainly not going to stop their nuclear
program. They truly do believe and
chant in their parliament, in English:
“‘Death to Israel. Death to America.”

The Iran threat is wide-ranging and
multifaceted, and the Iran Sanctions
Act is a foundation of tools to combat
it. We know this threat isn’t going
away anytime soon, so let’s stop fool-
ing ourselves that a sunset makes any
sense on these provisions.

Madam Speaker, I am grateful to
have the bipartisan support with Rank-
ing Member GREG MEEKS, working with
Chairman MIKE McCAUL, and that we
are here today.

I urge my colleagues to join in bring-
ing our statutes in line with the stra-
tegic reality on the ground.

Madam Speaker, additionally, Rep-
resentative MICHELLE STEEL is to be
appreciated. Even before the attacks
took place, she brought this issue up to
address the murderous conduct of the
regime in Tehran.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
STEEL). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from South
Carolina (Mr. WILSON) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 3033.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, on that I demand the
yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

URGING THE EUROPEAN UNION TO
EXPEDITIOUSLY DESIGNATE THE
ISLAMIC REVOLUTIONARY
GUARD CORPS AS A TERRORIST
ORGANIZATION UNDER COMMON
POSITION 931, AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I move to suspend the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

rules and agree to the resolution (H.
Res. 288) urging the European Union to
expeditiously designate the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps as a ter-
rorist organization under Common Po-
sition 931, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 288

Whereas the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) and its Basij paramilitary force
have been used by Ayatollahs Khomeini and
Khamenei to maintain the Iranian regime’s
power;

Whereas the IRGC Basij have been used to
quash numerous protests and democratic
uprisings in Iran, including the Green Move-
ment;

Whereas the IRGC Basij continue to per-
petrate wide-scale human rights abuses in-
side Iran, including against women, children,
and minorities;

Whereas the IRGC Basij are actively sup-
pressing the ongoing protests sparked by the
death of Mahsa Amini and calls for the re-
gime to be toppled;

Whereas the IRGC Basij are responding to
these demonstrations with violence, arrests,
and murder, including the arrest of journal-
ists covering these protests;

Whereas the IRGC trains, funds, arms, and
shares intelligence with dangerous proxy
forces throughout the Middle East and
abroad, including Hezbollah, Palestinian Is-
lamic Jihad (PI1J), the Houthis, and Kata’ib
Hezbollah, which have targeted civilians and
both Europeans and Americans;

Whereas the IRGC continues to provide
critical support to Bashar al-Assad and his
autocratic regime in Syria;

Whereas the IRGC is actively fueling Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin’s illegal war
of aggression against Ukraine through the
provision of hundreds of lethal kamikaze
drones and overseeing plans for the construc-
tion of a new factory in Russia with the ca-
pacity to produce thousands of Iranian-de-
signed drones;

Whereas the Iranian-assisted Russian war
of aggression poses a direct threat to Euro-
pean security and sovereignty;

Whereas the IRGC has targeted dissidents
around the world, including throughout Eu-
rope;

Whereas the IRGC Quds Force is respon-
sible for Iranian extraterritorial operations,
and they likely played a key role in Iranian
assassinations in the Netherlands, Sweden,
Denmark, France, Germany, Bulgaria, and
Cyprus in recent years;

Whereas the Netherlands, Belgium, Ger-
many, France, Denmark, and Albania have
all either arrested or expelled Iranian Gov-
ernment officials implicated in terrorist or
assassination plots in their respective coun-
tries;

Whereas the IRGC engaged in a murder-
for-hire plot to target former National Secu-
rity Advisor John Bolton and former Sec-
retary of State Mike Pompeo for their ef-
forts targeting the IRGC and killing IRGC-
Quds Force Commander Qasem Soleimani;

Whereas the IRGC was designated as a For-
eign Terrorist Organization by the United
States in 2019;

Whereas Iran executed British-Iranian na-
tional Alireza Akbari and as a result the
United Kingdom is considering designating
the IRGC as a terrorist organization;

Whereas in response to the European
Union’s consideration of designating the
IRGC a terrorist organization, IRGC Com-
mander Hossein Salami has threatened Euro-
pean countries;
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Whereas the European Parliament in Janu-
ary 2023 voted 598 to 9 in favor of designating
the IRGC as a terrorist organization as part
of its annual foreign and security policy re-
port;

Whereas the European Parliament also in
January 2023 voted overwhelmingly in favor
separate Iran-focused resolution that called
for designating the IRGC as a terrorist orga-
nization;

Whereas thus far the European Union has
only sanctioned individual members and
leaders of the IRGC as terrorists but have
not yet designated the IRGC in its entirety;

Whereas under European Council Common
Position of December 27, 2001, on the applica-
tion of specific measures to combat ter-
rorism (2001/931/CFSP) (in this preamble re-
ferred to as ‘““‘Common Position 931’"), the Eu-
ropean Union can designate terrorist organi-
zations if “‘a decision has been taken by a
competent authority’ that they are a ter-
rorist organization;

Whereas under Council Common Position
931 on combating terrorism, the European
Union defines ‘‘competent authority’ to in-
clude ‘‘a judicial authority’’;

Whereas proposals for terrorist organiza-
tion designations by the European Union can
come from third-party countries, including
the United States; and

Whereas previous Department of Justice
investigations and convictions provide the
European Union sufficient proof under Com-
mon Position 931: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This resolution may be cited as the ‘“‘En-
couraging the European Union to Determine
that the European Union Should Sanction
the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps Now
As a Terrorist Entity Resolution” or the
“Encouraging the EU to DESIGNATE Reso-
lution”.

SEC. 2. EUROPEAN UNION DESIGNATION OF IRGC
AS A TERRORIST ORGANIZATION.

The House of Representatives—

(1) urges the European Union to expedi-
tiously designate the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps as a terrorist organization
under Common Position of December 27, 2001,
on the application of specific measures to
combat terrorism (2001/931/CFSP);

(2) encourages the Biden administration
make European Union designation of the Is-
lamic Revolutionary Guard Corps as a ter-
rorist organization a diplomatic priority in
engagements with the European Union; and

(3) welcomes the efforts of the inter-
national community to designate the Is-
lamic Revolutionary Guard Corps as a ter-
rorist organization.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. WILSON) and the
gentleman from New York (Mr. MEEKS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from South Carolina.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members may have 5 leg-
islative days to revise and extend their
remarks and include extraneous mate-
rial on this measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from South Carolina?

There was no objection.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
this resolution calling on the European
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Union to designate the Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps as a foreign ter-
rorist organization.

Madam Speaker, I thank my col-
league from New York (Ms. TENNEY) for
introducing this very important legis-
lation. Congresswoman TENNEY is ap-
preciated for her tireless efforts of pro-
moting peace through strength. From
the Middle East to Europe, the IRGC is
fielding conflicts in conjunction with
proxies, puppets, dictators, and war-
lords.

In April of 2019, the United States
rightfully designated the IRGC as a
foreign terrorist organization for its
role in these acts of global terror, in-
cluding the role in assassination at-
tempts on both American and Euro-
pean soil. In the last 5 years, the
IRGC’s destabilizing influence has only
grown, particularly in Europe, as Iran
is helping and collaborating to facili-

tate war criminal Putin’s illegal war of
aggression against the people of
Ukraine.
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In Ukraine, we have seen hundreds of
Iranian drones used against civilians
and civilian infrastructure. War crimi-
nal Putin and the regime of Tehran are
in alliance with the dictators of rule of
gun invading democracies with rule of
law.

The restrictions associated with the
U.S. foreign terrorist organization des-
ignation limit the IRGC’s ability to ac-
cess U.S. markets, but in Europe, with-
out a corresponding European terror
designation, the IRGC can still find
ample financing.

This is deeply troubling given the
IRGC’s extensive history of sanctions
evasion, including in EU member
states, and increasing cooperation with
war criminal Putin to evade Western
financial restrictions.

The European Commission has his-
torically claimed it lacks sufficient
evidence for such a designation. As the
co-chair and founder of the EU Caucus,
I especially expect the European Union
to designate the IRGC a terrorist orga-
nization. To fail is, sadly, ridiculous.

The IRGC’s role of fueling terrorism
is undeniable. The European Par-
liament clearly agrees. In January
2023, the European Parliament ratified
a resolution calling for the IRGC to be
designated, pointing out that it, ‘‘both
directly and by acting through local
proxies, has assassinated diaspora dis-
sidents, kidnapped exiles for abduction
to Iran, and plotted bomb attacks in
several countries, including the EU
member states.”

It is long past time for the European
Union to join the United States in
properly designating the IRGC as a ter-
rorist organization.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Speaker, the
United States designated the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps, or the
IRGC, as a foreign terrorist organiza-
tion, an FTO, in April 2019 because of
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its record of terrorism, violation of the
laws of armed conflict, assassination
attempts, and significant support for
regional terrorist groups. Our designa-
tion has helped limit the TRGC’s abil-
ity to access the United States’ mar-
kets.

Unfortunately, EU markets, absent a
similar terror designation, remain via-
ble sources of IRGC income.

The IRGC clearly represents a threat
to both American and European secu-
rity. We must join forces to limit the
IRGC’s access to capital. It is long past
time for the EU to act, as a combina-
tion of U.S. and EU designations would
have a major impact and will help save
lives.

This resolution calls on the EU to
designate the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps of Iran as an addition to
the EU terror list. Amidst IRGC’s on-
going support of Russian war crimes in
Ukraine, EU’s reluctance risks
emboldening the Iranian Government’s
goal of sowing terror and chaos in the
West.

The IRGC clearly presents a threat
to the EU and our collective security.
It is long past time to cut off its re-
sources and hold Iran accountable.
Working together, we can contain and
diminish Iranian terrorism and make
the world safer for Americans and Eu-
ropeans alike.

Madam Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this
measure, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I yield such time as
she may consume to the gentlewoman
from New York (Ms. TENNEY), a mem-
ber of the Ways and Means Committee
and the author of this resolution.

Ms. TENNEY. Madam Speaker, I
thank Representative JOE WILSON, my
good friend and dear colleague, and
also the ranking member, my colleague
from New York, Representative MEEKS,
for their support of this resolution.

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of my resolution, H. Res. 288, that
is on the floor today, the Encouraging
the EU to DESIGNATE Resolution.

This resolution encourages our Euro-
pean Union allies to finally designate
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps, the IRGC, as a terrorist entity
under EU Common Position 931.

What is the IRGC? For those of you
who do not know, the IRGC is an Ira-
nian extra-military organization that
both conducts the Iranian mullahs’
acts of terrorism and is the link be-
tween Ayatollah Khamenei and other
terror groups, such as Hamas,
Hezbollah, Palestinian Islamic Jihad,
and the Houthis out of Yemen.

For example, the IRGC Quds Force
funds, arms, trains, and supports
Hamas, Hezbollah, the Houthis, and the
PIJ. The IRGC’s Basij has been a pri-
mary force for quashing the courageous
protesters in the wake of the horrible
killing of Mahsa Amini by the brutal
Iranian regime. The IRGC Navy has an-
tagonized U.S. ships in the Red Sea in
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violation of international law. The
IRGC Quds Force has played a key role
in Iranian-directed assassinations in
the Netherlands, Sweden, Denmark,
France, Germany, Bulgaria, and Cy-
prus in just recent years.

The threat posed by the IRGC is not
only abroad. Just a few years ago, the
IRGC engaged in a murder-for-hire plot
to target former National Security Ad-
visor John Bolton and former Sec-
retary of State Mike Pompeo.

If anyone is concerned about whether
IRGC is a terrorist entity, I encourage
you to read my ‘‘Report on IRGC Ter-
rorist Activity’ that details the many
terrorist plots the IRGC has been in-
volved in. All the information is here.
For those of you at home, you can ac-
cess it on Tenney.house.gov. I took
special effort to make sure that people
knew exactly what this evil force was
up to.

In 2019, President Trump declared the
IRGC a foreign terrorist organization.
While this was just a tremendous first
step, we must encourage our allies to
join us and confront the Iranian threat
head-on. That is why, last year, I led
numerous letters, and many of my col-
leagues joined with me, to the Euro-
pean Union, the United Kingdom, Can-
ada, Australia, and India, imploring
them to please join us and designate
the TRGC as a terrorist entity so we
could impose sanctions.

Sadly, none of these countries have
joined us yet. The Encouraging the EU
to DESIGNATE Resolution would im-
plore our EU allies to get off the side-
lines and to take a stand against ter-
rorism and for freedom and democracy.

Madam Speaker, I wish Josep
Borrell, the EU’s High Representative
of the European Union for Foreign Af-
fairs and Security Policy, were here
today because I have a question for
him: Do you stand with the United
States and for freedom, or do you stand
with the Iranian terrorists that have
tried and succeeded in killing Euro-
peans across the continent? Sadly, I
think we all know the answer.

Madam Speaker, this isn’t hard.
Some would call it a no-brainer. It is
time for the EU to join the U.S. and
designate the IRGC as a terrorist enti-
ty. I urge all of my colleagues to sup-
port this commonsense resolution. We
must stand together against the Ira-
nian threat.

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Speaker, once
again, it is overdue for the EU to des-
ignate the IRGC as a terrorist entity.
They are nothing but that. By shutting
the IRGC out of both the American and
European markets, we will be starving
them of important resources of funding
they rely on to conduct their terrorist
and other destabilizing activities.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting H.
Res. 288, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I yield myself the bal-
ance of my time.

Madam Speaker, we must continue to
do all we can to address the threat
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posed by Iran. The IRGC has for dec-
ades played a direct role in threatening
the European Union and its citizens.

Given its increasing reach, most re-
cently with its murderous support of
war criminal Putin’s invasion of
Ukraine, it is imperative that no stone
is left unturned. We must work to-
gether to cut off Iran’s ability to fuel
terrorism on a global scale, and that
must include designating the IRGC as a
terrorist organization.

Madam Speaker, I thank, in par-
ticular, Congresswoman CLAUDIA
TENNEY for developing this resolution
and her extraordinary efforts in a bi-
partisan manner to do research on the
IRGC that should be very informative
to the American people and be a mes-
sage to even the people of Iran how the
oppression of the people of Iran actu-
ally has consequences, sadly, around
the world. Congresswoman TENNEY ef-
fectively promotes the safety and secu-
rity of American and European fami-
lies.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to join me in support of this
resolution calling on the European
Union to designate Iran’s Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps as a foreign ter-
rorist organization, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from South Carolina
(Mr. WILSON) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the resolution,
H. Res. 288.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, on that I demand the
yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
THAT THE SLOGAN, “FROM THE
RIVER TO THE SEA, PALESTINE
WILL BE FREE” IS ANTISEMITIC
AND ITS USE MUST BE CON-
DEMNED

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I move to suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution (H.
Res. 883) expressing the sense of the
House of Representatives that the slo-
gan, ‘‘from the river to the sea, Pal-
estine will be free” is antisemitic and
its use must be condemned.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 883

Whereas the slogan ‘‘from the river to the
sea, Palestine will be free’’ is an antisemitic
call to arms with the goal of the eradication
of the State of Israel, which is located be-
tween the Jordan River and the Mediterra-
nean Sea;
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Whereas the slogan seeks to deny Jewish
people the right to self-determination and
calls for the removal of the Jewish people
from their ancestral homeland;

Whereas Hamas, the Palestinian Islamic
Jihad, Hezbollah, and other terrorist organi-
zations and their sympathizers have used
and continue to use this slogan as a rallying
cry for action to destroy Israel and extermi-
nate the Jewish people;

Whereas this rallying cry can promote vio-
lence against the State of Israel and the
Jewish community globally;

Whereas, on October 7, 2023, Hamas com-
mitted a barbaric and uncivilized slaughter
against the Jewish people, killing 1,200 peo-
ple;

Whereas victims of this massacre included
children, the elderly, Holocaust survivors,
and women, who were murdered indiscrimi-
nately in their homes, communities, public
spaces, and at a music festival;

Whereas, on October 7, 2023, Hamas report-
edly beheaded dozens of babies, committed
countless atrocities, and violently raped
women;

Whereas, on October 7, 2023, Hamas re-
corded and broadcasted to the world mutila-
tion, desecration, and public parading of bod-
ies;

Whereas, on October 7, 2023, Hamas took
over 240 Thostages, including children,
women, elderly Israelis, Americans, and
other foreign nationals;

Whereas, on October 7, 2023, Hamas mur-
dered the highest number of Jewish people
since the Holocaust;

Whereas Hamas’ 2017 Charter states,
‘‘Hamas rejects any alternative to the full
and complete liberation of Palestine, from
the river to the sea.’’;

Whereas Hamas’ 2017 Charter states,
““There shall be no recognition of the legit-
imacy of the Zionist entity.”’;

Whereas Hamas’ 2017 Charter states, ‘‘Re-
sistance and jihad for the liberation of Pal-
estine will remain a legitimate right.”’;

Whereas this slogan is used by the same
people who utter ‘‘death to America” and
‘‘death to Israel’’;

Whereas former Hamas Chief Khaled
Meshaal called for the ‘‘day of rage’’, a glob-
al mobilization against the State of Israel,
which had profound consequences for Jewish
communities around the world;

Whereas a member of the Hamas political
bureau, Ghazi Hamad, in an interview about
the October 7 massacres, vowed, ‘“We must
teach Israel a lesson, and we will do it twice
and three times. The Al-Aqgsa Deluge is just
the first time, and there will be a second, a
third, a fourth.”’;

Whereas Ghazi Hamad, in the same inter-

view, responded, ‘‘Yes, of course’, when
asked if he believed in the annihilation of
Israel;

Whereas the Secretary  General of

Hezbollah Hassan Nasrallah stated, ‘‘Pal-
estine, from the sea to the river is the prop-
erty of Arabs and Palestinians and no one
has the right to give up even a single grain
of earth or one stone.”’;

Whereas Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi,
on November 11, 2023, stated that the only
solution to this war is ‘“The establishment of
the Palestinian State from the river to the
sea.”’;

Whereas the founder of al-Qaeda and the
perpetrator of the 9/11 terrorist attacks,
Osama bin Laden, stated, ‘‘Borders must be
opened by force so as to obtain all the nec-
essary requirements to liberate the entire
Palestine from the river to the sea, God will-
ing.”;

Whereas the former Dictator of Iraq, Sad-
dam Hussein, stated, ‘‘Glorious and sublime
are our martyrs in Palestine, Iraq, and the
nation as a whole. Long live Palestine, free
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and Arab, from the sea to the river”, and
‘“Palestine is Arab and must be liberated
from the river to the sea’’;

Whereas this slogan neglects the fact that
innocent civilians are used as human shields
by Hamas;

Whereas Hamas intentionally locates its
military weapons supply depots and intel-
ligence outposts directly under and within
civilian populated sites such as schools,
mosques, residential buildings, and hospitals
such as the Al Shifa Hospital, the largest
hospital in Gaza;

Whereas using civilians as human shields
for protecting weapons and fighters from a
lawful attack is considered a war crime;

Whereas hateful rhetoric obstructs peace
efforts;

Whereas the Anti-Defamation League and
the American Jewish Committee deem this
slogan antisemitic;

Whereas this slogan incites fear within the
Jewish community in the United States and
around the world;

Whereas students attending institutions of
higher education have chanted and continue
to chant this slogan since the barbarous Oc-
tober 7 massacres, yet all the while, their
fellow Jewish students are being harassed
and intimidated; and

Whereas this slogan has been used recently
by violent protestors throughout the United
States and the world: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the House
of Representatives that—

(1) the slogan, ‘‘from the river to the sea,

Palestine will be free”, is outrightly
antisemitic and must be strongly con-
demned;

(2) this slogan is divisive and does a dis-
service to Israelis, Palestinians, and all
those in the region who seek peace;

(3) this slogan rejects calls for peace, sta-
bility, and safety in the region;

(4) this slogan perpetuates hatred against
the State of Israel and the Jewish people;
and

(5) anyone who calls for the eradication of
Israel and the Jewish people are antisemitic
and must always be condemned.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. WILSON) and the
gentleman from New York (Mr. MEEKS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from South Carolina.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members may have 5 leg-
islative days in which to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include ex-
traneous material on this measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from South Carolina?

There was no objection.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I thank our col-
league from New York (Mr.
D’EspPosITo) for introducing this impor-
tant bipartisan resolution to condemn
anti-Semitic speech.

Hamas’ horrific and murderous at-
tack on Israel on October 7 massacred
over 1,200 innocent people. Hamas ter-
rorists committed brutal sexual as-
saults. They took over 250 people hos-
tage and held them in wretched condi-
tions.
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