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legislation, as well as the Budget Com-
mittee staff, both on the Republican 
and Democratic side. 

It is critical that the Congressional 
Budget Office has access to the data 
needed to support the budget process 
and ensure that we are the best stew-
ards of Americans’ hard earned tax dol-
lars. 

The CBO plays a meaningful role in 
the legislative process by determining 
the fiscal impact of important poten-
tial policy decisions that we undertake 
here in this House. 

Too often, the CBO struggles to ob-
tain the necessary data from executive 
branch agencies in a timely manner. As 
was mentioned earlier, this has ripple 
effects on its ability to deliver prompt 
budgetary analysis to Congress. 

As we all know, this, in turn, delays 
the Congress in making fully informed 
decisions regarding the budgetary im-
pact of legislation. 

H.R. 7032 removes this hurdle and 
helps streamline the budget process. 
This bipartisan legislation will grant 
the CBO the authority to request and 
receive key data from executive branch 
agencies, ensuring it is able to fulfill 
its mission as laid out in the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974. 

While expanding access, however, 
this bill also recognizes the importance 
of protecting data privacy and ensures 
that the CBO continues to be subject to 
congressional oversight. 

Given the critical nature of the 
CBO’s work, we can’t allow them to 
continue to operate in a broken budg-
etary system. 

This bipartisan legislation supports 
strengthening the CBO while allowing 
us as lawmakers to make the most in-
formed and forward-thinking decisions 
possible. 

I am grateful to everyone who played 
a part in moving this bill, and I com-
mend the bipartisan members of the 
Budget Committee who voted unani-
mously for this bill during committee 
markup. 

I am proud to express my strong sup-
port for the CBO Data Sharing Act. I 
look forward to voting in favor of this 
piece of legislation. I urge my col-
leagues to do the same. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. 
YAKYM) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 7032. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

REVISING EXISTING PROCEDURES 
ON REPORTING VIA TECH-
NOLOGY ACT 

Ms. LEE of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (S. 474) to amend title 18, United 

States Code, to strengthen reporting to 
the CyberTipline related to online sex-
ual exploitation of children, to mod-
ernize liabilities for such reports, to 
preserve the contents of such reports 
for 1 year, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 474 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Revising Ex-
isting Procedures On Reporting via Tech-
nology Act’’ or the ‘‘REPORT Act’’. 
SEC. 2. LIMITED LIABILITY MODERNIZATION. 

(a) AMENDMENTS.—Section 2258B of title 18, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) in the section heading, by striking 
‘‘providers or domain name registrars’’ and 
inserting ‘‘the reporting, storage, and han-
dling of certain visual depictions of apparent 
child pornography to the National Center for 
Missing & Exploited Children’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), 

by inserting ‘‘or charge’’ after ‘‘a claim’’; 
and 

(B) in paragraph (2)(C), by striking ‘‘this 
section,’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(d) LIMITED LIABILITY FOR NCMEC-CON-

TRACTED VENDORS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), a civil claim or criminal 
charge may not be brought in any Federal or 
State court against a vendor contractually 
retained and designated by NCMEC to sup-
port the duties of NCMEC under section 
404(b)(1)(K) of the Juvenile Justice and De-
linquency Prevention Act of 1974 (34 U.S.C. 
11293(b)(1)(K)). 

‘‘(2) INTENTIONAL, RECKLESS, OR OTHER MIS-
CONDUCT.—Paragraph (1) shall not apply to a 
claim or charge if the vendor— 

‘‘(A) engaged in— 
‘‘(i) intentional misconduct; or 
‘‘(ii) negligent conduct; or 
‘‘(B) acted, or failed to act— 
‘‘(i) with actual malice; 
‘‘(ii) with reckless disregard to a substan-

tial risk of causing injury without legal jus-
tification; or 

‘‘(iii) for a purpose unrelated to the per-
formance of any responsibility or function— 

‘‘(I) set forth in paragraph (1); or 
‘‘(II) pursuant to sections 2258A, 2258C, 

2702, or 2703. 
‘‘(3) VENDOR CYBERSECURITY REQUIRE-

MENTS.—With respect to any visual depiction 
provided pursuant to the duties of NCMEC 
under section 404(b)(1)(K) of the Juvenile 
Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act of 
1974 (34 U.S.C. 11293(b)(1)(K)) that is stored or 
transferred by a vendor contractually re-
tained and designated by NCMEC to support 
such duties of NCMEC, a vendor shall— 

‘‘(A) secure such visual depiction in a man-
ner that is consistent with the most recent 
version of the Cybersecurity Framework de-
veloped by the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology, or any successor there-
to; 

‘‘(B) minimize the number of employees 
that may be able to obtain access to such 
visual depiction; 

‘‘(C) employ end-to-end encryption for data 
storage and transfer functions, or an equiva-
lent technological standard; 

‘‘(D) undergo an independent annual cyber-
security audit to determine whether such 
visual depiction is secured as required under 
subparagraph (A); and 

‘‘(E) promptly address all issues identified 
by an audit described in subparagraph (D). 

‘‘(e) LIMITED LIABILITY FOR REPORTING AP-
PARENT CHILD PORNOGRAPHY BY AN INDI-
VIDUAL DEPICTED IN THE CHILD PORNOGRAPHY 
AS A MINOR, OR A REPRESENTATIVE OF SUCH 
INDIVIDUAL.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
paragraph (2), a civil claim or criminal 
charge may not be brought in any Federal or 
State court against an individual depicted in 
child pornography as a minor, or a represent-
ative of such individual, arising from a re-
port to the NCMEC CyberTipline by the indi-
vidual, or the representative of such indi-
vidual, of information that relates to the 
child pornography in which the individual is 
depicted as a minor, including a copy of the 
child pornography. 

‘‘(2) INTENTIONAL, RECKLESS, OR OTHER MIS-
CONDUCT.—Paragraph (1) shall not apply to a 
claim or charge if the individual, or the rep-
resentative of such individual— 

‘‘(A) engaged in— 
‘‘(i) intentional misconduct; 
‘‘(ii) negligent conduct; or 
‘‘(iii) any activity which constitutes a vio-

lation of section 2251; or 
‘‘(B) acted, or failed to act— 
‘‘(i) with actual malice; or 
‘‘(ii) with reckless disregard to a substan-

tial risk of causing injury without legal jus-
tification. 

‘‘(3) MINIMIZING ACCESS.—With respect to 
any child pornography reported to the 
NCMEC CyberTipline by an individual de-
picted in the child pornography as a minor, 
or a representative of such individual, 
NCMEC shall minimize access to the child 
pornography and ensure the appropriate de-
letion of the child pornography, as set forth 
in section 2258D. 

‘‘(4) DEFINITION.—For purposes of this sub-
section, the term ‘representative’, with re-
spect to an individual depicted in child por-
nography— 

‘‘(A) means— 
‘‘(i) the parent or legal guardian of the in-

dividual, if the individual is under 18 years of 
age; 

‘‘(ii) the legal guardian or other person ap-
pointed by a court to represent the indi-
vidual; 

‘‘(iii) a legal representative retained by the 
individual; 

‘‘(iv) a representative of the estate of the 
individual; or 

‘‘(v) a person who is a mandated reporter 
under section 226(a)(1) of the Victims of 
Child Abuse Act of 1990 (34 U.S.C. 20341(a)(1)); 
and 

‘‘(B) does not include a person who engaged 
in any activity which constitutes a violation 
of section 2251.’’. 

(b) APPLICABILITY.—The amendments made 
by subsection (a) shall apply with respect to 
a civil claim or criminal charge that is filed 
on or after the date of enactment of this Act. 

(c) TABLE OF SECTIONS AMENDMENT.—The 
table of sections for chapter 110 of title 18, 
United States Code, is amended by striking 
the item relating to section 2258B and insert-
ing the following: 
‘‘2258B. Limited liability for the reporting, 

storage, and handling of certain 
visual depictions of apparent 
child pornography to the Na-
tional Center for Missing & Ex-
ploited Children.’’. 

SEC. 3. PRESERVATION OF REPORTS TO 
CYBERTIPLINE RELATED TO ONLINE 
SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF CHIL-
DREN. 

Section 2258A(h) of title 18, United States 
Code, is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘90 days’’ 
and inserting ‘‘1 year’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(5) EXTENSION OF PRESERVATION.—A pro-

vider of a report to the CyberTipline under 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:08 Apr 30, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00047 Fmt 4636 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K29AP7.052 H29APPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2684 April 29, 2024 
subsection (a)(1) may voluntarily preserve 
the contents provided in the report (includ-
ing any comingled content described in para-
graph (2)) for longer than 1 year after the 
submission to the CyberTipline for the pur-
pose of reducing the proliferation of online 
child sexual exploitation or preventing the 
online sexual exploitation of children. 

‘‘(6) METHOD OF PRESERVATION.—Not later 
than 1 year after the date of enactment of 
this paragraph, a provider of a report to the 
CyberTipline under subsection (a)(1) shall 
preserve materials under this subsection in a 
manner that is consistent with the most re-
cent version of the Cybersecurity Frame-
work developed by the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology, or any successor 
thereto.’’. 
SEC. 4. STRENGTHENING OF DUTY TO REPORT 

APPARENT VIOLATIONS TO 
CYBERTIPLINE RELATED TO ONLINE 
EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN. 

(a) AMENDMENTS.—Section 2258A of title 18, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(2)(A), by inserting ‘‘, of 
section 1591 (if the violation involves a 
minor), or of 2422(b)’’ after ‘‘child pornog-
raphy’’; and 

(2) in subsection (e)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘$150,000’’ 

and inserting ‘‘$850,000 in the case of a pro-
vider with not less than 100,000,000 monthly 
active users or $600,000 in the case of a pro-
vider with less than 100,000,000 monthly ac-
tive users’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘$300,000’’ 
and inserting ‘‘$1,000,000 in the case of a pro-
vider with not less than 100,000,000 monthly 
active users or $850,000 in the case of a pro-
vider with less than 100,000,000 monthly ac-
tive users’’. 

(b) GUIDELINES.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
National Center for Missing & Exploited 
Children may issue guidelines, as appro-
priate, to providers required or permitted to 
take actions described in section 
2258A(a)(1)(B) of title 18, United States Code, 
on the relevant identifiers for content that 
may indicate sex trafficking of children, as 
described in section 1591 of that title, or en-
ticement, as described in section 2422(b) of 
that title. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. LEE) and the gentlewoman 
from Pennsylvania (Ms. DEAN) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. LEE of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on S. 474, the bill now under consider-
ation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida. 

There was no objection. 
Ms. LEE of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, the bill we are here to 
discuss today is the Revising Existing 
Procedures on Reporting via Tech-
nology Act, or REPORT Act. 

This is a strong bipartisan bill that 
provides additional tools to investigate 
and catch criminal purveyors of child 
sex abuse material, or CSAM. 

The exploitation of children through 
CSAM remains a serious problem both 

within the United States and abroad. 
We have heard extensive testimony 
about these issues in our two victims’ 
focused hearings in the Subcommittee 
on Crime and Federal Government Sur-
veillance of the Judiciary Committee, 
one in September and one earlier this 
month. 

Reports of CSAM continue to grow 
exponentially, with 3,000 reports in 1998 
growing to more than 1 million in 2014 
and 36.2 million in 2023. 

We have gaps in Federal law that pre-
vent the National Center For Missing 
and Exploited Children, or NCMEC, 
from preserving reports of CSAM, 
which hinders law enforcement from 
holding these predators accountable. 

With the growing proliferation of 
CSAM on the internet, NCMEC, Home-
land Security investigations, and other 
entities that protect children need ad-
ditional support and investigative tools 
to bring these predators to justice. 

The REPORT Act will extend the du-
ration for which evidence submitted to 
the CyberTipline is preserved from 90 
days to 1 year. 

This will allow law enforcement 
agencies the much-needed time to con-
duct comprehensive investigations and 
strengthen the legal framework 
against online predators. 

This bill will strengthen existing law 
that requires providers to report to law 
enforcement as soon as reasonably pos-
sible after obtaining information about 
CSAM. 

Currently, many providers maintain 
an adequate reporting system. How-
ever, the REPORT Act will increase 
fines for companies that fail to meet 
these standards and will further penal-
ize companies that repeatedly fail to 
report exploitative contact. 

I thank all of the advocates who 
helped us get where we are today with 
this bill, including the American Con-
servative Union, the National Center 
for Missing and Exploited Children, the 
National Center on Sexual Exploi-
tation, International Justice Mission, 
Rights4Girls, PACT-USA, Raven, the 
Tim Tebow Foundation, and so many 
more. 

I cannot thank them enough for all 
that each of them does to protect and 
advocate on behalf of child victims in 
both the United States and abroad. 

b 1815 
I also thank my colleagues across the 

aisle for their support of this bill, in-
cluding Representative MADELEINE 
DEAN, Representative LUCY MCBATH, 
and Representative GLENN IVEY. 

Lastly, I thank law enforcement for 
their tireless efforts to protect chil-
dren, including Homeland Security In-
vestigations and the Internet Crimes 
Against Children task forces across the 
country. 

This legislation will make a signifi-
cant impact on our ability to inves-
tigate and prosecute child predators. I 
am thrilled this bill passed out of the 
Judiciary Committee 23–0, and I am 
thrilled to see it brought before this 
Chamber for a vote today. 

Simply put, the legislation is crucial. 
It is supported by law enforcement, ad-
vocacy groups, and tech companies 
alike. It is bipartisan, it is common 
sense, and it will save lives. 

I urge all my colleagues to pass the 
REPORT Act and take this important 
step to protect children. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S. 
474, the REPORT Act. I am pleased to 
cosponsor the House version of this leg-
islation with my colleague and friend 
from Florida. I thank Representative 
LEE for her leadership on this bill. The 
REPORT Act would strengthen the on-
going collaboration between law en-
forcement and technology providers to 
combat sexual exploitation of children. 

The exploitation of children through 
the proliferation of child sex abuse ma-
terial, frequently referred to as CSAM, 
can be stopped only with cooperation 
across many different sectors of Amer-
ican society, from law enforcement to 
victims’ groups to local leaders and 
technology providers. 

The REPORT Act would enable this 
cooperation and encourage much great-
er reporting to the CyberTipline, oper-
ated by the National Center for Miss-
ing and Exploited Children, or NCMEC. 

This legislation would also modify 
how photos and videos of child sex 
abuse are stored by providers, would 
change reporting requirements for 
platforms, and would give law enforce-
ment more time to investigate these 
cases. By making updates to the law, 
the REPORT Act will help law enforce-
ment evolve with the threat, as con-
sumption of child sexual abuse content 
permeates new technology spaces. 

Advancements in technology, from 
generative AI to social networking 
platforms, clearly benefit society. 
Technology has brought us cutting- 
edge medical and therapeutic break-
throughs, the ability to keep in touch 
with loved ones far away, and opportu-
nities for budding entrepreneurs and 
artists who leverage technology to 
reach their audiences without costly 
barriers to entry. 

However, there is also a dark side. 
Law enforcement experts and victims’ 
advocates agree: Advancements in 
technology have led to an explosion of 
images depicting child sexual abuse 
available and distributed online. 

Demand for new and more egregious 
photos and videos drives the market 
for this material, resulting in the con-
tinued grotesque abuse and exploi-
tation of children. 

Through their comprehensive efforts, 
the Internet Crimes Against Children, 
or ICAC, task forces, which represent 
more than 5,400 local, State, and Fed-
eral law enforcement and prosecutorial 
agencies, are making progress in iden-
tifying and rescuing victims of child 
sex abuse material. 

However, the growth of the problem 
continues to outpace the resources 
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available to identify and locate vic-
tims, especially since law enforcement, 
prosecutors, the tech industry, and 
other organization must continually 
contend with the emergence of new 
technologies, like AI, which further 
complicates their efforts. 

Under the process for reporting child 
sexual abuse material today, electronic 
service providers, or companies that 
offer a platform through which users 
can communicate, are required to re-
port instances of CSAM to the 
CyberTipline. After a tip is reported, 
the company works with NCMEC to 
share relevant information. NCMEC re-
views the incoming reports and then 
refers them out to the appropriate law 
enforcement agency, typically a re-
gional ICAC task force. 

To date, NCMEC reports that the 
CyberTipline has received more than 92 
million reports since it began in 1998, 
the majority of them from electronic 
communication service providers. 

NCMEC’s Child Victim Identification 
Program has reviewed more than 331 
million images and videos. That is 
more than 25 million images each year. 
That is grotesque. While most children 
reflected in the images remain un-
known, more than 19,300 victims have 
been identified. 

I commend the successes of NCMEC 
and other law enforcement agencies in 
identifying and rescuing victims, but 
we cannot be satisfied while so many 
CSAM victims remain unidentified. 
That is why the REPORT Act is an im-
portant first step to increasing the ef-
fectiveness of CSAM reports and better 
protecting victims from child sexual 
abuse. 

The Senate passed this bill by unani-
mous consent, with the support of law 
enforcement groups, the National Cen-
ter For Missing and Exploited Chil-
dren, or NCMEC, and technology pro-
viders. With passage of the bill today, 
the next stop will be President Biden’s 
desk. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representative 
LEE for her extraordinary leadership to 
protect all of our children. 

In conclusion, the REPORT Act 
takes an important step toward com-
bating the proliferation of child sexual 
abuse material online and protecting 
victims from future abuse. I thank 
Representative LEE for her leadership 
in introducing the House version of 
this bill. I am proud to cosponsor it 
with her. I thank our Senate partners 
for sponsoring this legislation. This is 
about our children. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to 
support the bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. LEE of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank Representative DEAN. It was a 
privilege to cosponsor this important 
legislation with her. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
important bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. 

LEE) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, S. 474. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

VETERANS EDUCATION TRANS-
PARENCY AND TRAINING ACT 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3738) to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to establish in the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs the Veterans 
Economic Opportunity and Transition 
Administration, and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3738 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans 
Economic Opportunity and Transition Ad-
ministration Act’’. 
SEC. 2. ESTABLISHMENT OF VETERANS ECO-

NOMIC OPPORTUNITY AND TRANSI-
TION ADMINISTRATION. 

(a) VETERANS ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY AND 
TRANSITION ADMINISTRATION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Part V of title 38, United 
States Code, is amended by adding at the end 
the following new chapter: 

‘‘CHAPTER 80—VETERANS ECONOMIC OP-
PORTUNITY AND TRANSITION ADMINIS-
TRATION 

‘‘Sec. 
‘‘8001. Organization of Administration. 
‘‘8002. Functions of Administration. 
‘‘8003. Annual report to Congress. 

‘‘§ 8001. Organization of Administration 
‘‘(a) VETERANS ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY AND 

TRANSITION ADMINISTRATION.—There is in the 
Department of Veterans Affairs a Veterans 
Economic Opportunity and Transition Ad-
ministration. The primary function of the 
Veterans Economic Opportunity and Transi-
tion Administration is the administration of 
the programs of the Department that provide 
assistance related to economic opportunity 
to veterans and their dependents and sur-
vivors. 

‘‘(b) UNDER SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC OP-
PORTUNITY AND TRANSITION.—The Veterans 
Economic Opportunity and Transition Ad-
ministration is under the Under Secretary 
for Veterans Economic Opportunity and 
Transition, who is directly responsible to the 
Secretary for the operations of the Adminis-
tration. 

‘‘§ 8002. Functions of Administration 
‘‘The Veterans Economic Opportunity and 

Transition Administration is responsible for 
the administration of the following programs 
of the Department: 

‘‘(1) Vocational rehabilitation and employ-
ment programs. 

‘‘(2) Educational assistance programs. 
‘‘(3) Veterans’ housing loan and related 

programs. 
‘‘(4) The Transition Assistance Program 

under section 1144 of title 10. 
‘‘(5) Any other program of the Department 

that the Secretary determines appropriate. 

‘‘§ 8003. Annual report to Congress 
‘‘The Secretary shall include in the annual 

report to the Congress required by section 

529 of this title a report on the programs ad-
ministered by the Under Secretary for Vet-
erans Economic Opportunity and Transition. 
Each such report shall include the following 
with respect to each such program during 
the fiscal year covered by that report: 

‘‘(1) The number of claims received. 
‘‘(2) The number of claims decided. 
‘‘(3) The average processing time for a 

claim. 
‘‘(4) The number of successful outcomes (as 

determined by the Secretary). 
‘‘(5) The number of full-time equivalent 

employees. 
‘‘(6) The amounts expended for information 

technology.’’. 
(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—The tables of 

chapters at the beginning of title 38, United 
States Code, and of part V of title 38, United 
States Code, are each amended by inserting 
after the item relating to chapter 79 the fol-
lowing new item: 
‘‘80. Veterans Economic Opportunity 

and Transition Administration .... 8001’’. 
(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Chapter 80 of title 38, 

United States Code, as added by subsection 
(a), shall take effect on October 1, 2025. 

(c) FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES.—For fiscal 
years 2025 and 2026, the total number of full- 
time equivalent employees authorized for 
the Veterans Benefits Administration and 
the Veterans Economic Opportunity and 
Transition Administration, as established 
under chapter 80 of title 38, United States 
Code, as added by subsection (a), may not ex-
ceed— 

(1) 34,228 in fiscal year 2025; and 
(2) 35,417 in fiscal year 2026. 
(d) LABOR RIGHTS.—Any labor rights, inclu-

sion in the bargaining unit, and collective 
bargaining agreement that affects an em-
ployee of the Department of Veterans Affairs 
who is transferred to the Veterans Economic 
Opportunity and Transition Administration, 
as established under chapter 80 of title 38, 
United States Code, as added by subsection 
(a), shall apply in the same manner to such 
employee after such transfer. 
SEC. 3. UNDER SECRETARY FOR VETERANS ECO-

NOMIC OPPORTUNITY AND TRANSI-
TION. 

(a) UNDER SECRETARY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 3 of title 38, 

United States Code, is amended by inserting 
after section 306 the following new section: 
‘‘§ 306A. Under Secretary for Veterans Eco-

nomic Opportunity and Transition 
‘‘(a) UNDER SECRETARY.—There is in the 

Department an Under Secretary for Veterans 
Economic Opportunity and Transition, who 
is appointed by the President, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate. The 
Under Secretary for Veterans Economic Op-
portunity and Transition shall be appointed 
without regard to political affiliation or ac-
tivity and solely on the basis of dem-
onstrated ability in— 

‘‘(1) information technology; and 
‘‘(2) the administration of programs within 

the Veterans Economic Opportunity and 
Transition Administration or programs of 
similar content and scope. 

‘‘(b) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Under Sec-
retary for Veterans Economic Opportunity 
and Transition is the head of, and is directly 
responsible to the Secretary for the oper-
ations of, the Veterans Economic Oppor-
tunity and Transition Administration. 

‘‘(c) VACANCIES.—(1) Whenever a vacancy in 
the position of Under Secretary for Veterans 
Economic Opportunity and Transition occurs 
or is anticipated, the Secretary shall estab-
lish a commission to recommend individuals 
to the President for appointment to the posi-
tion. 

‘‘(2) A commission established under this 
subsection shall be composed of the fol-
lowing members appointed by the Secretary: 
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