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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

FLOOD) (during the vote). There are 2 
minutes remaining. 

b 1912 
So (two-thirds being in the affirma-

tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 
Ms. WEXTON. Mr. Speaker, I regret that I 

was not able to be present to vote today. Had 
I been present, I would have voted YEA on 
Roll Call No. 153 and YEA on Roll Call No. 
154. 

f 

PERMISSION FOR MEMBER TO BE 
CONSIDERED AS FIRST SPONSOR 
OF H.R. 1803 
Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that I may hereafter be 
considered to be the first sponsor of 
H.R. 1803, a bill originally introduced 
by Representative GALLAGHER of Wis-
consin, for the purpose of adding co-
sponsors and requesting reprintings 
pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CARTER of Georgia). Is there objection 
to the request of the gentleman from 
Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
f 

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW 
Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that when the House ad-
journs today, it adjourn to meet at 10 
a.m. tomorrow. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
f 

EXPRESSING THE PROFOUND SOR-
ROW OF THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES ON THE DEATH 
OF THE HONORABLE DONALD M. 
PAYNE, JR. 
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 

Speaker, I offer a privileged resolution 
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1172 
Resolved, That the House has heard with 

profound sorrow of the death of the Honor-

able Donald M. Payne, Jr., a Representative 
from the State of New Jersey. 

Resolved, That the Clerk communicate 
these resolutions to the Senate and transmit 
a copy thereof to the family of the deceased. 

Resolved, That when the House adjourns 
today, it adjourn as a further mark of re-
spect to the memory of the deceased. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

EXTENDING LIMITS OF U.S. 
CUSTOMS WATERS ACT 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, 
pursuant to House Resolution 1137, I 
call up the bill (H.R. 529) to extend the 
customs waters of the United States 
from 12 nautical miles to 24 nautical 
miles from the baselines of the United 
States, consistent with Presidential 
Proclamation 7219, and ask for its im-
mediate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 1137, the 
amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute recommended by the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means, printed in 
the bill, is adopted and the bill, as 
amended, is considered read. 

The text of the bill is as follows: 
H.R. 529 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Extending Lim-
its of U.S. Customs Waters Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITION OF CUSTOMS WATERS. 

(a) TARIFF ACT OF 1930.—Section 401(j) of the 
Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1401(j)) is amend-
ed— 

(1) by striking ‘‘means, in the case’’ and in-
serting the following: ‘‘means— 

‘‘(1) in the case’’; 
(2) by striking ‘‘of the coast of the United 

States’’ the first place it appears and inserting 
‘‘from the baselines of the United States, deter-
mined in accordance with international law,’’; 

(3) by striking ‘‘and, in the case’’ and insert-
ing the following: ‘‘; and 

‘‘(2) in the case’’; and 
(4) by striking ‘‘the waters within four leagues 

of the coast of the United States.’’ and inserting 
the following: ‘‘the waters within— 

‘‘(A) the territorial sea of the United States, to 
the limits permitted by international law in ac-
cordance with Presidential Proclamation 5928 of 
December 27, 1988; and 

‘‘(B) the contiguous zone of the United States, 
to the limits permitted by international law in 
accordance with Presidential Proclamation 7219 
of September 2, 1999.’’. 

(b) ANTI-SMUGGLING ACT.—Section 401(c) of 
the Anti-Smuggling Act (19 U.S.C. 1709(c)) is 
amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘means, in the case’’ and in-
serting the following: ‘‘means— 

‘‘(1) in the case’’; 
(2) by striking ‘‘of the coast of the United 

States’’ the first place it appears and inserting 
‘‘from the baselines of the United States, deter-
mined in accordance with international law,’’; 

(3) by striking ‘‘and, in the case’’ and insert-
ing the following: ‘‘; and 

‘‘(2) in the case’’; and 
(4) by striking ‘‘the waters within four leagues 

of the coast of the United States.’’ and inserting 
the following: ‘‘the waters within— 

‘‘(A) the territorial sea of the United States, to 
the limits permitted by international law in ac-
cordance with Presidential Proclamation 5928 of 
December 27, 1988; and 
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‘‘(B) the contiguous zone of the United States, 

to the limits permitted by international law in 
accordance with Presidential Proclamation 7219 
of September 2, 1999.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made 
by this section shall take effect on the day after 
the date of the enactment of this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill, 
as amended, shall be debatable for 1 
hour, equally divided and controlled by 
the chair and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Ways and 
Means or their respective designees. 

The gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
SMITH) and the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. PANETTA) each will control 
30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Missouri. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, 

I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, 

I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the 
Extending Limits of U.S. Customs 
Waters Act, introduced by my good 
friend, Representative MIKE WALTZ. 
This bill would double the current dis-
tance that Customs and Border Patrol 
can enforce U.S. laws from 12 to 24 nau-
tical miles off the coast of the United 
States. Congress should pass this legis-
lation to protect America’s national 
security and economic interests. 

CBP is responsible for enforcing 
America’s trade laws. With this ex-
panded area of operations, the agency 
can better protect intellectual prop-
erty, fight illegal dumping of products, 
and ensure America is paid the cus-
toms revenues we are owed. 

Other law enforcement agencies, like 
the Coast Guard, already operate at 
the 24-nautical-mile-limit. CBP must 
be empowered fully to carry out its re-
sponsibilities, protect our national se-
curity, and enforce our trade laws. 

Currently, CBP must rely on Presi-
dential proclamations for legal author-
ity to pursue or board vessels more 
than 12 nautical miles off our coast. In 
some cases, courts have created uncer-
tainty by questioning the validity of 
this authority. Congress can use its 
legislative power to give the agency 
more certainty and the ability to oper-
ate more effectively in the future. 

Making this change will also help 
keep American families safer. Inter-
national crime rings smuggle drugs 
through our sea and airports. In fiscal 
year 2022, the Air and Marine Oper-
ations division of CBP captured hun-
dreds of thousands of pounds of illegal 
drugs, including over 200,000 pounds of 
cocaine and 146 pounds of the deadly 
fentanyl poisoning Americans. More 
than 80 percent of those drugs were 
seized on the water. 

This bill makes it easier to stop ille-
gal drugs from reaching our border and 
entering our communities. This bill 
also makes it easier for us to end the 
abuses of human trafficking. 

It is not just drugs that are smuggled 
into the United States. Humans are 
also being trafficked, and oftentimes 
by sea. By expanding in law the area in 
which they can operate, CBP agents 
will have more flexibility to capture 
and arrest criminals smuggling drugs 
and people into our country. 

This bill won bipartisan approval in 
the Ways and Means Committee last 
year because it is a commonsense ap-
proach to stopping international crime 
rings from breaking our laws and 
harming our communities. It is a 
change Customs and Border Patrol has 
asked us for and of which the Biden 
White House has previously supported. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues 
to support this legislation, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Chairman 
SMITH for that argument. I also rise in 
support of the Extending Limits of U.S. 
Customs Waters Act. H.R. 529, authored 
and introduced by my good friend MIKE 
WALTZ, would extend the customs 
waters of the United States from 12 to 
24 nautical miles, a change that would 
expand the coastal area in which Cus-
toms and Border Patrol’s Air and Ma-
rine Operations can exercise their law 
enforcement authority to combat 
smuggling of illegal narcotics; to stem 
the flow of human trafficking; and, yes, 
to secure our borders. 

CBP’s Air and Marine Operations, or 
as I will refer to them, AMO, plays an 
important role in preventing the un-
lawful entry by sea of goods and people 
into our Nation, as Chairman SMITH in-
dicated. Our coastal domain is over 
95,000 miles long. It is an area that is 
more open and maneuverable than air 
and land, and thus, it is more vulner-
able to being penetrated by 
transnational criminal organizations. 

The issue, though, is that the current 
law prevents AMO from stopping those 
smugglers or exercising its law en-
forcement authorities more than 12 
nautical miles from shore, even 
though, as you heard, the contiguous 
waters of the United States extend out 
to 24 nautical miles. 

What we have seen is that the 
transnational criminal organizations 
are taking advantage of that situation, 
taking advantage of this limitation, 
which is demonstrated by the numbers, 
including that in 2022, 82 percent of 
drug seizures by AMO, including 702 
pounds of fentanyl, occurred in the 
maritime environment. 

Now, beyond stopping illegal nar-
cotics, AMO has the authority to inter-
cept vessels that are smuggling people 
on the sea which, unfortunately, as we 
have seen, has become one of the most 
dangerous ways to enter into any coun-
try. AMO does its best and has a duty 
to prevent the loss of life and discour-

aging this deadly form of migration by 
rescuing those trapped aboard dan-
gerous vessels. 

Many of the vessels used to smuggle 
people these days are often not built 
for the waters they are on, nor are they 
equipped for the long journey or bouts 
of bad weather. The U.S. Coast Guard 
reports that just about every vessel 
they encounter is constructed hap-
hazardly with improvised materials 
and with absolutely no concern for the 
people on board. 

Moreover, Mr. Speaker, smugglers 
often overload their vessels to maxi-
mize profits, which risks capsizing and 
the loss of life. When AMO encounters 
migrants on suspicious vehicles, these 
operations often turn into rescues, 
with many on board being sick, se-
verely dehydrated, injured, or even 
overboard in the water. 

Fortunately, AMO doesn’t just stop 
vessels. AMO personnel are trained and 
equipped to care for the people on 
board and rescue those who are over-
board. Many AMO personnel are 
trained as emergency medical techni-
cians, EMTs, and all of the agents are 
trained first responders. Moreover, 
AMO vessels are equipped with special-
ized trauma and first aid kits and lad-
ders to help rescue people from the 
water. 

Mr. Speaker, by increasing the cus-
toms waters from 12 nautical miles to 
24, we are giving AMO more oppor-
tunity to rescue people, to save lives, 
to respond to suspected vehicles, and, 
yes, even set up interdictions farther 
away from shore and safely away from 
law-abiding boaters. 

The expansion of the area that AMO 
operates in will help them better do 
their job to stop vessels that are traf-
ficking drugs and humans and protect 
the people that are on board those ves-
sels. That is why I support this legisla-
tion that passed unanimously out of 
the Ways and Means Committee back 
in November. 

I encourage all of my colleagues to 
do the same because by supporting this 
legislation, we would not only help 
support the mission of AMO to stop il-
legal narcotics and human trafficking, 
but we would be helping secure our Na-
tion’s borders. I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, 
I have no additional speakers, and I am 
prepared to close. I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, as you have heard, this legislation 
has full bipartisan support of the Ways 
and Means Committee and beyond, and 
support from CBP’s Air and Marine Op-
erations. 

It is critical that we give AMO the 
authorities it needs to effectively com-
bat transnational criminal organiza-
tions. Extending customs waters to 24 
nautical miles would allow AMO to ex-
ercise its law enforcement authority 
and both protect human life and our 
communities by helping AMO secure 
our borders. 
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Mr. Speaker, I once again encourage 

my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself the balance of my time 
to close. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill helps give Cus-
toms and Border Protection the cer-
tainty to know that they can enforce 
U.S. trade laws without fear of their 
authority being challenged in court. 

Allowing our Customs agents the au-
thority to go out 24 miles off the coast 
is consistent with what both Repub-
lican and Democratic Presidents have 
supported. This bill helps CBP protect 
the livelihoods of American workers. 
When foreigners cheat our U.S. trade 
system and avoid paying the rightful 
duties they owe, it is American work-
ers and small businesses that suffer. 

b 1930 

Improved trade enforcement not only 
helps our economy, but it will also help 
save American lives. Too many fami-
lies know the pain of losing a loved one 
from a drug like fentanyl that should 
have never come into our country. 

Customs and Border Protection needs 
the certainty and operational flexi-
bility to catch smugglers before their 
deadly drugs reach our shore. We need 
to end the current inconsistency by 
which Congress has fully authorized 
the Coast Guard to pursue and board 
suspicious vessels up to 24 miles off of 
our coast but has not done the same for 
CBP. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on this legisla-
tion, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time 
for debate has expired. 

Pursuant to House Resolution 1137, 
the previous question is ordered on the 
bill, as amended. 

The question is on the engrossment 
and third reading of the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, and was read the 
third time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on passage of the bill. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, 
on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-

ther proceedings on this question will 
be postponed. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on additional motions to suspend 
the rules on which a recorded vote or 
the yeas and nays are ordered, or votes 
objected to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

DANIEL J. HARVEY, JR. AND 
ADAM LAMBERT IMPROVING 
SERVICEMEMBER TRANSITION 
TO REDUCE VETERAN SUICIDE 
ACT 

Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 3722) to require 
a pilot program on activities under the 
pre-separation transition process of 
members of the Armed Forces for a re-
duction in suicide among veterans, and 
for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3722 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Daniel J. 
Harvey, Jr. and Adam Lambert Improving 
Servicemember Transition to Reduce Vet-
eran Suicide Act’’. 
SEC. 2. ADDRESSING MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES IN 

THE TRANSITION ASSISTANCE PRO-
GRAM OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE AND THE SOLID START PRO-
GRAM OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
VETERANS AFFAIRS. 

(a) TRANSITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM OF 
THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE.—Section 
1142(b) of title 10, United States Code, is 
amended— 

(1) in paragraph (5), by inserting ‘‘(11),’’ be-
fore ‘‘and (16)’’; and 

(2) by striking paragraph (11) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(11) Information concerning mental 
health, including— 

‘‘(A) the availability of mental health serv-
ices furnished by the Secretary concerned, 
the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs, or a non-profit entity; 

‘‘(B) the treatment of post-traumatic 
stress disorder, traumatic brain injury, anx-
iety disorders, depression, chronic pain, sleep 
disorders, suicidal ideation, or other mental 
health conditions associated with service in 
the armed forces; 

‘‘(C) the risk of suicide, including signs, 
symptoms, and risk factors (including ad-
verse childhood experiences, depression, bi-
polar disorder, homelessness, unemploy-
ment, and relationship strain); 

‘‘(D) the availability of treatment options 
and resources to address substance abuse, in-
cluding alcohol, prescription drug, and 
opioid abuse; 

‘‘(E) the potential effects of the loss of 
community and support systems experienced 
by a member separating from the armed 
forces; 

‘‘(F) isolation from family, friends, or soci-
ety; and 

‘‘(G) the potential stressors associated 
with separation from the armed forces.’’. 

(b) SOLID START PROGRAM OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.—Section 
6320(b)(1) of title 38, United States Code, is 
amended— 

(1) by redesignating subparagraphs (G) and 
(H) as subparagraphs (I) and (J), respec-
tively; and 

(2) by inserting after subparagraph (F) the 
following new subparagraphs: 

‘‘(G) assisting eligible veterans who elect 
to enroll in the system of patient enrollment 
under section 1705(a) of this title; 

‘‘(H) educating veterans about mental 
health and counseling services available 
through the Veterans Health Administra-
tion;’’. 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than one year after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 

Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs shall jointly submit to the 
appropriate congressional committees a re-
port on the information and materials devel-
oped pursuant to the amendments made by 
this Act. 

(d) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term 
‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’ 
means— 

(1) the Committee on Armed Services and 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the 
Senate; and 

(2) the Committee on Armed Services and 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the 
House of Representatives. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Virginia (Mrs. KIGGANS) and the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
DAVIS) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Virginia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days in which to revise and extend 
their remarks and insert extraneous 
material on the bill under consider-
ation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
3722, the Daniel J. Harvey, Jr. and 
Adam Lambert Improving Service-
member Transition to Reduce Veteran 
Suicide Act. 

I commend the gentleman from Iowa 
(Mr. NUNN) for introducing this legisla-
tion and for his leadership on this im-
portant issue. 

H.R. 3722 seeks to improve the Tran-
sition Assistance Program run by the 
Department of Defense and the Solid 
Start program run by the Department 
of Veterans Affairs. Both programs 
provide critical assistance to the over 
200,000 warfighters who transition to 
civilian life each year. 

Every departing servicemember is re-
quired to complete the TAP program 
before leaving the service. The pro-
gram provides valuable information, 
education, and training on veteran ben-
efits, financial planning, how to find a 
job and start a business, as well as 
mental health resources available to 
servicemembers and their families. 

Departing military service can be a 
very stressful time for servicemembers 
and their families. Servicemembers 
often experience feelings of isolation 
and loss of community that can exacer-
bate other mental health conditions. 
H.R. 3722 seeks to ensure that all de-
parting servicemembers receive infor-
mation on how to recognize and cope 
with these stressors, as well as help 
them identify risk factors for suicide. 

On behalf of the Armed Services 
Committee, we look forward to work-
ing with the gentleman from Iowa (Mr. 
NUNN) as this bill moves forward to ad-
dress some issues that may hinder its 
proper execution by the DOD. 
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