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will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or votes objected
to under clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

———

FIRE GRANTS AND SAFETY ACT
OF 2023

Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (S. 870) to amend the Fed-
eral Fire Prevention and Control Act of
1974 to authorize appropriations for the
United States Fire Administration and
firefighter assistance grant programs,
as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 870

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

DIVISION A—FIRE GRANTS AND SAFETY
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Fire
Grants and Safety Act of 2023”.

SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION OF THE UNITED
STATES FIRE ADMINISTRATION.

Section 17(g)(1) of the Federal Fire Preven-
tion and Control Act of 1974 (15 U.S.C.
2216(g)(1)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (L), by striking ‘“and”
after the semicolon;

(2) in subparagraph (M)—

(A) by striking ‘for for”
“for”’; and

(B) by striking the period and inserting ‘‘;
and”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraraph:

“(N) $95,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2024
through 2028, of which $3,420,000 for each such
fiscal year shall be used to carry out section
8(f).”.

SEC. 3. REAUTHORIZATION OF ASSISTANCE TO
FIREFIGHTERS GRANTS PROGRAM
AND THE FIRE PREVENTION AND
SAFETY GRANTS PROGRAM.

(a) SUNSET.—Section 33(r) of the Federal
Fire Prevention and Control Act of 1974 (15
U.S.C. 2229(r)) is amended by striking ‘2024
and inserting ‘“2030°°.

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
Section 33(q)(1) of the Federal Fire Preven-
tion and Control Act of 1974 (15 U.S.C.
2229(q)(1)) is amended by striking ‘‘to carry
out this section—" and all that follows
through ‘‘the fiscal year described in clause
(i) and inserting ‘‘to carry out this section
$750,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2024
through 2028’.

SEC. 4. REAUTHORIZATION OF STAFFING FOR
ADEQUATE FIRE AND EMERGENCY
RESPONSE GRANT PROGRAM.

(a) SUNSET.—Section 34(k) of the Federal
Fire Prevention and Control Act of 1974 (156
U.S.C. 2229a(k)) is amended by striking
‘2024 and inserting ‘‘2030”".

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
Section 34(j)(1) of the Federal Fire Preven-
tion and Control Act of 1974 (15 U.S.C.
2229a,(3)(1)(1)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (G), by inserting ‘‘and”
after the semicolon;

(2) in subparagraph (H), by striking ‘‘fiscal
year 2013; and” and inserting ‘‘each of fiscal
years 2024 through 2028.”"; and

(3) by striking subparagraph (I).

SEC. 5. GAO AUDIT AND REPORT.

Not later than three years after the date of

the enactment of this Act, the Comptroller

and inserting
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General of the United States shall conduct
an audit of and issue a publicly available re-
port on—

(1) barriers that prevent fire departments
from accessing Federal funds; and

(2) the United States Fire Administration.

DIVISION B—ACCELERATING DEPLOY-
MENT OF VERSATILE, ADVANCED NU-
CLEAR FOR CLEAN ENERGY

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This division may be

cited as the ‘‘Accelerating Deployment of

Versatile, Advanced Nuclear for Clean En-

ergy Act of 2024 or the “‘ADVANCE Act of

2024”°.
(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this division is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

Sec. 2. Definitions.

TITLE I—AMERICAN NUCLEAR
LEADERSHIP

International nuclear export and

innovation activities.

Denial of certain domestic licenses
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SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this division:

(1) ACCIDENT TOLERANT FUEL.—The term
‘“‘accident tolerant fuel”” has the meaning
given the term in section 107(a) of the Nu-
clear Energy Innovation and Modernization
Act (Public Law 115-439; 132 Stat. 5577).

(2) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator” means the Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency.

(3) ADVANCED NUCLEAR FUEL.—The term
‘‘advanced nuclear fuel’” means—

(A) advanced nuclear reactor fuel; and

(B) accident tolerant fuel.

(4) ADVANCED NUCLEAR REACTOR.—The term
‘“advanced nuclear reactor’ has the meaning
given the term in section 3 of the Nuclear
Energy Innovation and Modernization Act
(42 U.S.C. 2215 note; Public Law 115-439).

(5) ADVANCED NUCLEAR REACTOR FUEL.—The
term ‘‘advanced nuclear reactor fuel” has
the meaning given the term in section 3 of
the Nuclear Energy Innovation and Mod-
ernization Act (42 U.S.C. 2215 note; Public
Law 115-439).

(6) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF
CONGRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate commit-
tees of Congress’” means—

(A) the Committee on Environment and
Public Works of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives.

(7) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission’’
means the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

(8) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The
term ‘‘institution of higher education’ has
the meaning given the term in section 101(a)
of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1001(a)).

(9) NATIONAL LABORATORY.—The term ‘‘Na-
tional Laboratory’ has the meaning given
the term in section 2 of the Energy Policy
Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 15801).

TITLE I—AMERICAN NUCLEAR
LEADERSHIP
INTERNATIONAL NUCLEAR EXPORT
AND INNOVATION ACTIVITIES.

(a) COMMISSION COORDINATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall—

(A) coordinate all work of the Commission
relating to—

(i) import and export licensing for nuclear
reactors and radioactive materials; and

(ii) international regulatory cooperation
and assistance relating to nuclear reactors
and radioactive materials, including with
countries that are members of—

(I) the Organisation for Economic Co-oper-
ation and Development; or

(IT) the Nuclear Energy Agency; and

(B) support interagency and international
coordination with respect to—

(i) the consideration of international tech-
nical standards to establish the licensing and
regulatory basis to assist the design, con-
struction, and operation of nuclear reactors
and use of radioactive materials;

(ii) efforts to help build competent nuclear
regulatory organizations and legal frame-
works in foreign countries that are seeking
to develop civil nuclear industries; and

(iii) exchange programs and training pro-
vided, in coordination with the Secretary of
State, to foreign countries relating to civil
nuclear licensing and oversight to improve
the regulation of nuclear reactors and radio-
active materials, in accordance with para-
graph (2).

(2) EXCHANGE PROGRAMS AND TRAINING.—
With respect to the exchange programs and
training described in paragraph (1)(B)(ii),
the Commission shall coordinate, as applica-
ble, with—

(A) the Secretary of Energy;

(B) the Secretary of State;

(C) the National Laboratories;

(D) the private sector; and

SEC. 101.
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(E) institutions of higher education.

(b) AUTHORITY TO ESTABLISH BRANCH.—The
Commission may establish within the Office
of International Programs a branch, to be
known as the ‘“‘International Nuclear Export
and Innovation Branch’, to carry out the
international nuclear export and innovation
activities described in subsection (a) as the
Commission determines to be appropriate
and within the mission of the Commission.

(¢) EXCLUSION OF INTERNATIONAL ACTIVI-
TIES FROM THE FEE BASE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 102 of the Nuclear
Energy Innovation and Modernization Act
(42 U.S.C. 2215) is amended—

(A) in subsection (a), by adding at the end
the following:

‘“(4) INTERNATIONAL NUCLEAR EXPORT AND
INNOVATION  ACTIVITIES.—The Commission
shall identify in the annual budget justifica-
tion international nuclear export and inno-
vation activities described in section 101(a)
of the ADVANCE Act of 2024.”’; and

(B) in subsection (b)(1)(B), by adding at the
end the following:

‘‘(iv) Costs for international nuclear export
and innovation activities described in sec-
tion 101(a) of the ADVANCE Act of 2024.”.

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by paragraph (1) shall take effect on
October 1, 2025.

(d) INTERAGENCY COORDINATION.—The Com-
mission shall coordinate all international
activities under this section with the Sec-
retary of State, the Secretary of Energy, and
other applicable agencies, as appropriate.

(e) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this sec-
tion alters the authority of the Commission
to license and regulate the civilian use of ra-
dioactive materials.

SEC. 102. DENIAL OF CERTAIN DOMESTIC LI-
CENSES FOR NATIONAL SECURITY
PURPOSES.

(a) DEFINITION OF COVERED FUEL.—In this
section, the term ‘‘covered fuel’’ means en-
riched uranium that is fabricated outside the
United States into fuel assemblies for com-
mercial nuclear power reactors by an entity
that—

(1) is owned or controlled by the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation or the Gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of China;
or

(2) is organized under the laws of, or other-
wise subject to the jurisdiction of, the Rus-
sian Federation or the People’s Republic of
China.

(b) PROHIBITION ON UNLICENSED POSSESSION
OR OWNERSHIP OF COVERED FUEL.—Unless
specifically authorized by the Commission in
a license issued under section 53 of the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2073)
and part 70 of title 10, Code of Federal Regu-
lations (or successor regulations), no person
subject to the jurisdiction of the Commission
may possess or own covered fuel.

(¢) LICENSE TO POSSESS OR OWN COVERED
FUEL.—

(1) CONSULTATION REQUIRED PRIOR TO
ISSUANCE.—The Commission shall not issue a
license to possess or own covered fuel under
section 53 of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954
(42 U.S.C. 2073) and part 70 of title 10, Code of
Federal Regulations (or successor regula-
tions), unless the Commission has first con-
sulted with the Secretary of Energy and the
Secretary of State before issuing the license.

(2) PROHIBITION ON ISSUANCE OF LICENSE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(C), a license to possess or own covered fuel
shall not be issued if the Secretary of Energy
and the Secretary of State make the deter-
mination described in subparagraph (B)(i)(I).

(B) DETERMINATION.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The determination re-
ferred to in subparagraph (A) is a determina-
tion that possession or ownership, as appli-
cable, of covered fuel—
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(I) poses a threat to the national security
of the United States, including because of an
adverse impact on the physical and economic
security of the United States; or

(IT) does not pose a threat to the national
security of the United States.

(ii) JOINT DETERMINATION.—A determina-
tion described in clause (i) shall be jointly
made by the Secretary of Energy and the
Secretary of State.

(iii) TIMELINE.—

(I) NOTICE OF APPLICATION.—Not later than
30 days after the date on which the Commis-
sion receives an application for a license to
possess or own covered fuel, the Commission
shall notify the Secretary of Energy and the
Secretary of State of the application.

(IT) DETERMINATION.—The Secretary of En-
ergy and the Secretary of State shall have a
period of 180 days, beginning on the date on
which the Commission notifies the Secretary
of Energy and the Secretary of State under
subclause (I) of an application for a license
to possess or own covered fuel, in which to
make the determination described in clause
(1).

(IIT) COMMISSION NOTIFICATION.—On making
the determination described in clause (i), the
Secretary of Energy and the Secretary of
State shall immediately notify the Commis-
sion.

(IV) CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION.—Not
later than 30 days after the date on which
the Secretary of Energy and the Secretary of
State notify the Commission under sub-
clause (III), the Commission shall notify the
appropriate committees of Congress, the
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Sen-
ate, the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources of the Senate, and the Committee
on Foreign Affairs of the House of Represent-
atives of the determination.

(V) PUBLIC NOTICE.—Not later than 15 days
after the date on which the Commission no-
tifies Congress under subclause (IV) of a de-
termination made under clause (i), the Com-
mission shall make that determination pub-
licly available.

(C) EFFECT OF NO DETERMINATION.—The
Commission shall not issue a license if the
Secretary of Energy and the Secretary of
State have not made a determination de-
scribed in subparagraph (B).

(d) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this sec-
tion alters any treaty or international agree-
ment in effect on the date of enactment of
this Act or that enters into force after the
date of enactment of this Act.

SEC. 103. EXPORT LICENSE NOTIFICATION.

(a) DEFINITION OF LOW-ENRICHED URA-
NIUM.—In this section, the term ‘‘low-en-
riched uranium’ means uranium enriched to
less than 20 percent of the uranium-235 iso-
tope.

(b) NOTIFICATION.—If the Commission, after
consultation with the Secretary of State and
any other relevant agencies, issues an export
license for the transfer of any item described
in subsection (d) to a country described in
subsection (c), the Commission shall notify
the appropriate committees of Congress, the
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Sen-
ate, the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources of the Senate, and the Committee
on Foreign Affairs of the House of Represent-
atives.

(c) COUNTRIES DESCRIBED.—A country re-
ferred to in subsection (b) is a country that—

(1) has not concluded and ratified an Addi-
tional Protocol to its safeguards agreement
with the International Atomic Energy Agen-
cy; or

(2) has not ratified or acceded to the
amendment to the Convention on the Phys-
ical Protection of Nuclear Material, adopted
at Vienna October 26, 1979, and opened for
signature at New York March 3, 1980 (TIAS
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11080), described in the information circular
of the International Atomic Energy Agency
numbered INFCIRC/274/Rev.1/Mod.1 and
dated May 9, 2016 (TIAS 16-508).

(d) ITEMS DESCRIBED.—An item referred to
in subsection (b) includes—

(1) unirradiated nuclear fuel containing
special nuclear material (as defined in sec-
tion 11 of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42
U.S.C. 2014)), excluding low-enriched ura-
nium;

(2) a nuclear reactor that uses nuclear fuel
described in paragraph (1); and

(3) any plant or component listed in Appen-
dix I to part 110 of title 10, Code of Federal
Regulations (or successor regulations), that
is involved in—

(A) the reprocessing of irradiated nuclear
reactor fuel elements;

(B) the separation of plutonium; or

(C) the separation of the uranium-233 iso-
tope.

SEC. 104. GLOBAL NUCLEAR ENERGY ASSESS-
MENT.

(a) STUDY REQUIRED.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Energy, in consultation with
the Secretary of State, the Secretary of
Commerce, the Administrator of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, and the Com-
mission, shall conduct a study on the global
status of—

(1) the civilian nuclear energy industry;
and

(2) the supply chains of the civilian nuclear
energy industry.

(b) CONTENTS.—The study conducted under
subsection (a) shall include—

(1) information on the status of the civil-
ian nuclear energy industry, the long-term
risks to that industry, and the bases for
those risks;

(2) information on how the use of the civil-
ian nuclear energy industry, relative to
other types of energy industries, can reduce
the emission of criteria pollutants and car-
bon dioxide;

(3) information on the role the United
States civilian nuclear energy industry plays
in United States foreign policy;

(4) information on the importance of the
United States civilian nuclear energy indus-
try to countries that are allied to the United
States;

(5) information on how the United States
may collaborate with those countries in de-
veloping, deploying, and investing in nuclear
technology;

(6) information on how foreign countries
use nuclear energy when crafting and imple-
menting their own foreign policy, including
such use by foreign countries that are stra-
tegic competitors;

(7) an evaluation of how nuclear non-
proliferation and security efforts and nuclear
energy safety are affected by the involve-
ment of the United States in—

(A) international markets; and

(B) setting civilian nuclear energy indus-
try standards;

(8) an evaluation of how industries in the
United States, other than the civilian nu-
clear energy industry, benefit from the gen-
eration of electricity by nuclear power
plants;

(9) information on utilities and companies
in the United States that are involved in the
civilian nuclear energy supply chain, includ-
ing, with respect to those utilities and com-
panies—

(A) financial challenges;

(B) nuclear liability issues;

(C) foreign strategic competition; and

(D) risks to continued operation; and

(10) recommendations for how the United
States may—
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(A) develop a national strategy to increase
the role that nuclear energy plays in diplo-
macy and strategic energy policy;

(B) develop a strategy to mitigate foreign
competitor’s utilization of their civilian nu-
clear energy industries in diplomacy;

(C) align the nuclear energy policy of the
United States with national security objec-
tives; and

(D) modernize regulatory requirements to
strengthen the United States civilian nu-
clear energy supply chain.

(c) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
180 days after the study under subsection (a)
is completed, the Secretary of Energy shall
submit to the appropriate committees of
Congress the study, including a classified
annex, if necessary.

SEC. 105. PROCESS FOR REVIEW AND AMEND-
MENT OF PART 810 GENERALLY AU-
THORIZED DESTINATIONS.

(a) IDENTIFICATION AND EVALUATION OF FAC-
TORS.—Not later than 90 days after the date
of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Energy, with the concurrence of the Sec-
retary of State, shall identify and evaluate
factors, other than agreements for coopera-
tion entered into in accordance with section
123 of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42
U.S.C. 2153), that may be used to determine
a country’s generally authorized destination
status under part 810 of title 10, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations, and to list such country as
a generally authorized destination in Appen-
dix A to part 810 of title 10, Code of Federal
Regulations.

(b) PROCESS UPDATE.—The Secretary of En-
ergy shall review and, as appropriate, update
the Department of Energy’s process for de-
termining a country’s generally authorized
destination status under part 810 of title 10,
Code of Federal Regulations, and for listing
such country as a generally authorized des-
tination in Appendix A to part 810 of title 10,
Code of Federal Regulations, taking into
consideration and, as appropriate, incor-
porating factors identified and evaluated
under subsection (a).

(c) REVISIONS TO LIST.—Not later than one
year after the date of enactment of this Act,
and at least once every 5 years thereafter,
the Secretary of Energy shall, in accordance
with any process updated pursuant to this
section, review the list in Appendix A to part
810 of title 10, Code of Federal Regulations,
and amend such list as appropriate.

TITLE II—DEVELOPING AND DEPLOYING
NEW NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGIES
SEC. 201. FEES FOR ADVANCED NUCLEAR REAC-
TOR APPLICATION REVIEW.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—Section 3 of the Nuclear
Energy Innovation and Modernization Act
(42 U.S.C. 2215 note; Public Law 115-439) is
amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (2) through
(15) as paragraphs (3), (6), (7), (8), (9), (10),
(12), (15), (16), (17), (18), (19), (20), and (21), re-
spectively;

(2) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing:

‘(2) ADVANCED NUCLEAR REACTOR APPLI-
CANT.—The term ‘advanced nuclear reactor
applicant’ means an entity that has sub-
mitted to the Commission an application for
a license for an advanced nuclear reactor
under the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42
U.S.C. 2011 et seq.).”’;

(3) by inserting after paragraph (3) (as so
redesignated) the following:

‘(4) ADVANCED NUCLEAR REACTOR PRE-AP-
PLICANT.—The term ‘advanced nuclear reac-
tor pre-applicant’ means an entity that has
submitted to the Commission a licensing
project plan for the purposes of submitting a
future application for a license for an ad-
vanced nuclear reactor under the Atomic En-
ergy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.).
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‘() AGENCY SUPPORT.—The term ‘agency
support’ has the meaning given the term
‘agency support (corporate support and the
IG)’ in section 170.3 of title 10, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations (or any successor regula-
tion).”’;

(4) by inserting after paragraph (10) (as so
redesignated) the following:

¢“(11) HOURLY RATE FOR MISSION-DIRECT PRO-
GRAM SALARIES AND BENEFITS.—The term
‘hourly rate for mission-direct program sala-
ries and benefits’ means the quotient ob-
tained by dividing—

““(A) the full-time equivalent rate (within
the meaning of the document of the Commis-
sion entitled ‘FY 2023 Final Fee Rule Work
Papers’ (or a successor document)) for mis-
sion-direct program salaries and benefits for
a fiscal year; by

‘(B) the productive hours assumption for
that fiscal year, determined in accordance
with the formula established in the docu-
ment referred to in subparagraph (A) (or a
successor document).”’; and

(5) by inserting after paragraph (12) (as so
redesignated) the following:

“(13) MISSION-DIRECT PROGRAM SALARIES
AND BENEFITS.—The term ‘mission-direct
program salaries and benefits’ means the re-
sources of the Commission that are allocated
to the Nuclear Reactor Safety Program (as
determined by the Commission) to perform
core work activities committed to fulfilling
the mission of the Commission, as described
in the document of the Commission entitled
‘FY 2023 Final Fee Rule Work Papers’ (or a
successor document).

¢“(14) MISSION-INDIRECT PROGRAM  SUP-
PORT.—The term ‘mission-indirect program
support’ has the meaning given the term in
section 170.3 of title 10, Code of Federal Reg-
ulations (or any successor regulation).”.

(b) EXCLUDED ACTIVITIES.—Section
102(b)(1)(B) of the Nuclear Energy Innovation
and Modernization Act (42 U.S.C.
2215(b)(1)(B)) (as amended by section

101(c)(1)(B)) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

‘“(v) The total costs of mission-indirect
program support and agency support that,
under paragraph (2)(B), may not be included
in the hourly rate charged for fees assessed
and collected from advanced nuclear reactor
applicants.

‘“(vi) The total costs of mission-indirect
program support and agency support that,
under paragraph (2)(C), may not be included
in the hourly rate charged for fees assessed
and collected from advanced nuclear reactor
pre-applicants.”’.

(¢) FEES FOR SERVICE OR THING OF VALUE.—
Section 102(b) of the Nuclear Energy Innova-
tion and Modernization Act (42 TU.S.C.
2215(b)) is amended by striking paragraph (2)
and inserting the following:

¢“(2) FEES FOR SERVICE OR THING OF VALUE.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—In accordance with sec-
tion 9701 of title 31, United States Code, the
Commission shall assess and collect fees
from any person who receives a service or
thing of value from the Commission to cover
the costs to the Commission of providing the
service or thing of value.

‘“(B) ADVANCED NUCLEAR REACTOR APPLI-
CANTS.—The hourly rate charged for fees as-
sessed and collected from an advanced nu-
clear reactor applicant under this paragraph
relating to the review of a submitted appli-
cation described in section 3(1) may not ex-
ceed the hourly rate for mission-direct pro-
gram salaries and benefits.

‘“(C) ADVANCED NUCLEAR REACTOR PRE-AP-
PLICANTS.—The hourly rate charged for fees
assessed and collected from an advanced nu-
clear reactor pre-applicant under this para-
graph relating to the review of submitted
materials as described in the licensing
project plan of an advanced nuclear reactor
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pre-applicant may not exceed the hourly rate
for mission-direct program salaries and ben-
efits.”.

(d) SUNSET.—Section 102 of the Nuclear En-
ergy Innovation and Modernization Act (42
U.S.C. 2215) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

‘“(g) CESSATION OF EFFECTIVENESS.—Para-
graphs (1)(B)(vi) and (2)(C) of subsection (b)
shall cease to be effective on September 30,
2030.”".

(¢e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall take effect on Oc-
tober 1, 2025.

SEC. 202. ADVANCED NUCLEAR REACTOR PRIZES.

Section 103 of the Nuclear Energy Innova-
tion and Modernization Act (Public Law 115—
439; 132 Stat. 5571) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

¢“(f) PRIZES FOR ADVANCED NUCLEAR REAC-
TOR LICENSING.—

‘(1) DEFINITION OF ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—In
this subsection, the term ‘eligible entity’
means—

‘“(A) a non-Federal entity; and

‘(B) the Tennessee Valley Authority.

‘“(2) PRIZE FOR ADVANCED NUCLEAR REACTOR
LICENSING.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section
169 of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42
U.S.C. 2209) and subject to the availability of
appropriations, the Secretary is authorized
to make, with respect to each award cat-
egory described in subparagraph (C), an
award in an amount described in subpara-
graph (B) to the first eligible entity—

‘(i) to which the Commission issues an op-
erating license for an advanced nuclear reac-
tor under part 50 of title 10, Code of Federal
Regulations (or successor regulations), for
which an application has not been approved
by the Commission as of the date of enact-
ment of this subsection; or

‘(i) for which the Commission makes a
finding described in section 52.103(g) of title
10, Code of Federal Regulations (or successor
regulations), with respect to a combined li-
cense for an advanced nuclear reactor—

“(I) that is issued under subpart C of part
52 of that title (or successor regulations);
and

““(IT) for which an application has not been
approved by the Commission as of the date of
enactment of this subsection.

‘(B) AMOUNT OF AWARD.—Subject to para-
graph (3), an award under subparagraph (A)
shall be in an amount equal to the total
amount assessed by the Commission and col-
lected under section 102(b)(2) from the eligi-
ble entity receiving the award for costs re-
lating to the issuance of the license de-
scribed in that subparagraph, including, as
applicable, costs relating to the issuance of
an associated construction permit described
in section 50.23 of title 10, Code of Federal
Regulations (or successor regulations), or
early site permit (as defined in section 52.1 of
that title (or successor regulations)).

““(C) AWARD CATEGORIES.—An award under
subparagraph (A) may be made for—

‘(i) the first advanced nuclear reactor for
which the Commission—

““(I) issues a license in accordance with
clause (i) of subparagraph (A); or

“(IT) makes a finding in accordance with
clause (ii) of that subparagraph;

‘‘(ii) an advanced nuclear reactor that—

“(I) uses isotopes derived from spent nu-
clear fuel (as defined in section 2 of the Nu-
clear Waste Policy Act of 1982 (42 U.S.C.
10101)) or depleted uranium as fuel for the ad-
vanced nuclear reactor; and

““(IT) is the first advanced nuclear reactor
described in subclause (I) for which the Com-
mission—

‘‘(aa) issues a license in accordance with
clause (i) of subparagraph (A); or
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““(bb) makes a finding in accordance with
clause (ii) of that subparagraph;

¢“(iii) an advanced nuclear reactor that—

“(I) is a nuclear integrated energy sys-
tem—

‘‘(aa) that is composed of 2 or more co-lo-
cated or jointly operated subsystems of en-
ergy generation, energy storage, or other
technologies;

““(bb) in which not fewer than 1 subsystem
described in item (aa) is a nuclear energy
system; and

‘‘(cc) the purpose of which is—

““(AA) to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
in both the power and nonpower sectors; and

‘“(BB) to maximize energy production and
efficiency; and

“(IT) is the first advanced nuclear reactor
described in subclause (I) for which the Com-
mission—

‘‘(aa) issues a license in accordance with
clause (i) of subparagraph (A); or

““(bb) makes a finding in accordance with
clause (ii) of that subparagraph;

‘‘(iv) an advanced reactor that—

““(I) operates flexibly to generate elec-
tricity or high temperature process heat for
nonelectric applications; and

““(IT) is the first advanced nuclear reactor
described in subclause (I) for which the Com-
mission—

‘‘(aa) issues a license in accordance with
clause (i) of subparagraph (A); or

““(bb) makes a finding in accordance with
clause (ii) of that subparagraph; and

‘(v) the first advanced nuclear reactor for
which the Commission grants approval to
load nuclear fuel pursuant to the tech-
nology-inclusive regulatory framework es-
tablished under subsection (a)(4).

*“(3) FEDERAL FUNDING LIMITATIONS.—

‘“(A) EXCLUSION OF TVA FUNDS.—In this
paragraph, the term ‘Federal funds’ does not
include funds received under the power pro-
gram of the Tennessee Valley Authority es-
tablished pursuant to the Tennessee Valley
Authority Act of 1933 (16 U.S.C. 831 et seq.).

‘(B) LIMITATION ON AMOUNTS EXPENDED.—
An award under this subsection shall not ex-
ceed the total amount expended (excluding
any expenditures made with Federal funds
received for the applicable project and an
amount equal to the minimum cost-share re-
quired under section 988 of the Energy Policy
Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 16352)) by the eligible
entity receiving the award for licensing costs
relating to the project for which the award is
made.

‘“(C) REPAYMENT AND DIVIDENDS NOT RE-
QUIRED.—Notwithstanding section 9104(a)(4)
of title 31, United States Code, or any other
provision of law, an eligible entity that re-
ceives an award under this subsection shall
not be required—

‘(i) to repay that award or any part of that
award; or

‘(i) to pay a dividend, interest, or other
similar payment based on the sum of that
award.”.

SEC. 203. LICENSING CONSIDERATIONS RELAT-
ING TO USE OF NUCLEAR ENERGY

FOR NONELECTRIC APPLICATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 270 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Commission shall submit to the appropriate
committees of Congress a report addressing
any unique licensing issues or requirements
relating to—

(1) the flexible operation of advanced nu-
clear reactors, such as ramping power output
and switching between electricity generation
and nonelectric applications;

(2) the use of advanced nuclear reactors ex-
clusively for nonelectric applications; and

(3) the colocation of nuclear reactors with
industrial plants or other facilities.
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(b) STAKEHOLDER INPUT.—In developing the
report under subsection (a), the Commission
shall seek input from—

(1) the Secretary of Energy;

(2) the nuclear energy industry;

(3) technology developers;

(4) the industrial, chemical, and medical
sectors;

(5) nongovernmental organizations; and

(6) other public stakeholders.

(c) CONTENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The report under sub-
section (a) shall describe—

(A) any unique licensing issues or require-
ments relating to the matters described in
paragraphs (1) through (3) of subsection (a),
including, with respect to the nonelectric ap-
plications referred to in paragraphs (1) and
(2) of that subsection, any licensing issues or
requirements relating to the use of nuclear
energy—

(i) for hydrogen or other liquid and gaseous
fuel or chemical production;

(ii) for water desalination and wastewater
treatment;

(iii) for heat used for industrial processes;

(iv) for district heating;

(v) in relation to energy storage;

(vi) for industrial or medical isotope pro-
duction; and

(vii) for other applications, as identified by
the Commission;

(B) options for addressing those issues or
requirements—

(i) within the existing regulatory frame-
work;

(ii) as part of the technology-inclusive reg-
ulatory framework required under sub-
section (a)(4) of section 103 of the Nuclear
Energy Innovation and Modernization Act
(42 U.S.C. 2133 note; Public Law 115-439); or

(iii) through a new rulemaking; and

(C) the extent to which Commission action
is needed to implement any matter described
in the report.

(2) COST ESTIMATES, BUDGETS, AND TIME-
FRAMES.—The report shall include cost esti-
mates, proposed budgets, and proposed time-
frames for implementing risk-informed and
performance-based regulatory guidance in
the licensing of nuclear reactors for nonelec-
tric applications.

SEC. 204. ENABLING PREPARATIONS FOR THE
DEMONSTRATION OF ADVANCED NU-
CLEAR REACTORS ON DEPARTMENT
OF ENERGY SITES OR CRITICAL NA-
TIONAL SECURITY INFRASTRUC-
TURE SITES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 102(b)(1)(B) of the
Nuclear Energy Innovation and Moderniza-
tion Act (42 U.S.C. 2215(b)(1)(B)) (as amended
by section 201(b)) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

““(vii) Costs for—

““(I) activities to review and approve or dis-
approve an application for an early site per-
mit (as defined in section 52.1 of title 10,
Code of Federal Regulations (or any suc-
cessor regulation)) to demonstrate an ad-
vanced nuclear reactor on a Department of
Energy site or critical national security in-
frastructure (as defined in section 327(d) of
the John S. McCain National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019 (Public
Law 115-232; 132 Stat. 1722)) site; and

“(IT) pre-application activities relating to
an early site permit (as defined in section
52.1 of title 10, Code of Federal Regulations
(or any successor regulation)) to dem-
onstrate an advanced nuclear reactor on a
Department of Energy site or critical na-
tional security infrastructure (as defined in
section 327(d) of the John S. McCain Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2019 (Public Law 115-232; 132 Stat. 1722))
site.””.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) shall take effect on
October 1, 2025.
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SEC. 205. FUSION ENERGY REGULATION.

(a) DEFINITION.—Section 11 of the Atomic
Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2014) is amend-
ed—

(1) in subsection e.—

(A) in paragraph (3)(B)—

(i) in clause (i), by inserting ¢, including
by use of a fusion machine” after ‘‘particle
accelerator’’; and

(ii) in clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘if made ra-
dioactive by use of a particle accelerator
that is not a fusion machine,” before ‘‘is pro-
duced”’;

(2) in each of subsections ee. through hh.,
by inserting a subsection heading, the text of
which comprises the term defined in the sub-
section;

(3) by redesignating subsections ee., ff., gg.,
hh., and jj. as subsections jj., gg., hh., ii., and
ff., respectively, and moving the subsections
S0 as to appear in alphabetical order;

(4) in subsection dd., by striking ‘‘dd. The”’
and inserting the following:

‘‘ee. HIGH-LEVEL RADIOACTIVE
SPENT NUCLEAR FUEL.—The’’; and

(5) by inserting after subsection cc. the fol-
lowing:

‘“‘dd. FUSION MACHINE.—The term ‘fusion
machine’ means a machine that is capable
of—

‘(1) transforming atomic nuclei, through
fusion processes, into different elements, iso-
topes, or other particles; and

‘“(2) directly capturing and using the re-
sultant products, including particles, heat,
or other electromagnetic radiation.”’.

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING CHANGES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 103(a) of the Nu-
clear Energy Innovation and Modernization
Act (42 U.S.C. 2133 note; Public Law 115-439)
is amended—

(A) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘inclu-
sive,” and inserting ‘‘inclusive’’; and

(B) in paragraph (5)(B)(ii), by inserting
“(including fusion machine license applica-
tions)” after ‘‘commercial advanced nuclear
reactor license applications’.

(2) DEFINITIONS.—Section 3 of the Nuclear
Energy Innovation and Modernization Act
(42 U.S.C. 2215 note; Public Law 115-439) (as
amended by section 201(a)) is amended—

(A) in paragraph (1), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by striking ‘“‘or fu-
sion reactor” and inserting ‘‘reactor or fu-
sion machine’’;

(B) by redesignating paragraphs (11)
through (21) as paragraphs (12) through (22),
respectively; and

(C) by inserting after paragraph (10) the
following:

‘“(11) FUSION MACHINE.—The term ‘fusion
machine’ has the meaning given the term in
section 11 of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954
(42 U.S.C. 2014).”.

(¢) REPORT.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) AGREEMENT STATE.—The term ‘‘Agree-
ment State’ has the meaning given the term
in section 3 of the Nuclear Energy Innova-
tion and Modernization Act (42 U.S.C. 2215
note; Public Law 115-439).

(B) FUSION MACHINE.—The term ‘‘fusion
machine” has the meaning given the term in
section 11 of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954
(42 U.S.C. 2014).

(2) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Commission shall submit to the appropriate
committees of Congress a report on—

(A) the results of a study, conducted in
consultation with Agreement States and the
private fusion sector, on risk- and perform-
ance-based, design-specific licensing frame-
works for mass-manufactured fusion ma-
chines, including an evaluation of the design,
manufacturing, and operations certification
process used by the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration for aircraft as a potential model for
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mass-manufactured fusion machine regula-
tions; and

(B) the estimated timeline for the Commis-
sion to issue consolidated guidance or regu-
lations for licensing mass-manufactured fu-
sion machines, taking into account—

(i) the results of that study; and

(ii) the anticipated need for such guidance
or regulations.

SEC. 206. REGULATORY ISSUES FOR NUCLEAR FA-
CILITIES AT BROWNFIELD SITES.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

1) BROWNFIELD SITE.—The term
“brownfield site’” has the meaning given the
term in section 101 of the Comprehensive En-
vironmental Response, Compensation, and
Liability Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601).

(2) COVERED SITE.—The term ‘‘covered site”’
means a brownfield site, a retired fossil fuel
site, or a site that is both a retired fossil fuel
site and a brownfield site.

(3) PRODUCTION FACILITY.—The term ‘‘pro-
duction facility’” has the meaning given the
term in section 11 of the Atomic Energy Act
of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2014).

(4) RETIRED FOSSIL FUEL SITE.—The term
“retired fossil fuel site”” means the site of 1
or more fossil fuel electric generation facili-
ties that are retired or scheduled to retire,
including multi-unit facilities that are par-
tially shut down.

(5) UTILIZATION FACILITY.—The term ‘‘utili-
zation facility’’ has the meaning given the
term in section 11 of the Atomic Energy Act
of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2014).

(b) IDENTIFICATION OF
ISSUES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Com-
mission shall evaluate the extent to which
modification of regulations, guidance, or pol-
icy is needed to enable efficient, timely, and
predictable licensing reviews for, and to sup-
port the oversight of, production facilities or
utilization facilities at covered sites.

(2) REQUIREMENT.—In carrying out para-
graph (1), the Commission shall consider how
licensing reviews for production facilities or
utilization facilities at covered sites may be
expedited by considering matters relating to
siting and operating a production facility or
a utilization facility at or near a covered site
to support—

(A) the reuse of existing site infrastruc-
ture, including—

(i) electric switchyard components and
transmission infrastructure;

(ii) heat-sink components;

(iii) steam cycle components;

(iv) roads;

(v) railroad access; and

(vi) water availability;

(B) the use of early site permits;

(C) the utilization of plant parameter enve-
lopes or similar standardized site parameters
on a portion of a larger site; and

(D) the use of a standardized application
for similar sites.

(3) REPORT.—Not later than 14 months
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Commission shall submit to the appropriate
committees of Congress a report describing
any regulations, guidance, and policies iden-
tified under paragraph (1).

(¢) LICENSING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Commission shall—

(A) develop and implement strategies to
enable efficient, timely, and predictable li-
censing reviews for, and to support the over-
sight of, production facilities or utilization
facilities at covered sites; or

(B) initiate a rulemaking to enable effi-
cient, timely, and predictable licensing re-
views for, and to support the oversight of,
production facilities or utilization facilities
at covered sites.
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(2) REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out para-
graph (1), consistent with the mission of the
Commission, the Commission shall consider
matters relating to—

(A) the use of existing site infrastructure;

(B) existing emergency preparedness orga-
nizations and planning;

(C) the availability of historical site-spe-
cific environmental data;

(D) previously completed environmental
reviews required by the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et
seq.);

(E) activities associated with the potential
decommissioning of facilities or decon-
tamination and remediation at covered sites;
and

(F) community engagement and historical
experience with energy production.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Com-
mission shall submit to the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress a report describing the
actions taken by the Commission under sub-
section (c)(1).

SEC. 207. COMBINED LICENSE REVIEW PROCE-
DURE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—In accordance with this
section, the Commission shall establish and
carry out an expedited procedure for issuing
a combined license pursuant to section 185 b.
of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C.
2235(b)).

(b) QUALIFICATIONS.—To qualify for the ex-
pedited procedure under subsection (a), an
applicant—

(1) shall submit a combined license appli-
cation for a new nuclear reactor that—

(A) references a design for which the Com-
mission has issued a design certification (as
defined in section 52.1 of title 10, Code of
Federal Regulations (or any successor regu-
lation)); or

(B) has a design that is substantially simi-
lar to a design of a nuclear reactor for which
the Commission has issued a combined li-
cense, an operating license, or a manufac-
turing license under the Atomic Energy Act
of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.);

(2) shall propose to construct the new nu-
clear reactor on a site—

(A) on which a licensed commercial nu-
clear reactor operates or previously oper-
ated; or

(B) that is directly adjacent to a site on
which a licensed commercial nuclear reactor
operates or previously operated and has site
characteristics that are substantially simi-
lar to that site; and

(3) may not be subject to an order of the
Commission to suspend or revoke a license
under section 2.202 of title 10, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations (or any successor regula-
tion).

(c) EXPEDITED PROCEDURE.—With respect
to a combined license for which the appli-
cant has satisfied the requirements described
in subsection (b), the Commission shall, to
the maximum extent practicable—

(1) not later than 18 months after the date
on which the application is accepted for
docketing—

(A) complete the technical review process
and issue a safety evaluation report; and

(B) issue a final environmental impact
statement or environmental assessment, un-
less the Commission finds that the proposed
agency action is excluded pursuant to a cat-
egorical exclusion in accordance with the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.);

(2) not later than 2 years after the date on
which the application is accepted for dock-
eting, complete any necessary public licens-
ing hearings and related processes; and

(3) not later than 25 months after the date
on which the application is accepted for
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docketing, make a final decision on whether
to issue the combined license.

(d) PERFORMANCE AND REPORTING.—

(1) DELAYS IN ISSUANCE.—Not later than 30
days after the applicable deadline, the Exec-
utive Director for Operations of the Commis-
sion shall inform the Commission of any fail-
ure to meet a deadline under subsection (c).

(2) DELAYS IN ISSUANCE EXCEEDING 90
DAYS.—If any deadline under subsection (c) is
not met by the date that is 90 days after the
applicable date required under that sub-
section, the Commission shall submit to the
appropriate committees of Congress a report
describing the delay, including—

(A) a detailed explanation accounting for
the delay; and

(B) a plan for completion of the applicable
action.

SEC. 208. REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS FOR
MICRO-REACTORS.

(a) MICRO-REACTOR LICENSING.—The Com-
mission shall—

(1) not later than 18 months after the date
of enactment of this Act, develop risk-in-
formed and performance-based strategies and
guidance to license and regulate micro-reac-
tors pursuant to section 103 of the Atomic
Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2133), including
strategies and guidance for—

(A) staffing and operations;

(B) oversight and inspections;

(C) safeguards and security;

(D) emergency preparedness;

(E) risk analysis methods, including alter-
natives to probabilistic risk assessments;

(F) decommissioning funding assurance
methods that permit the use of design- and
site-specific cost estimates;

(G) the transportation of fueled micro-re-
actors; and

(H) siting, including in relation to—

(i) the population density criterion limit
described in the policy issue paper on popu-
lation-related siting considerations for ad-
vanced reactors dated May 8, 2020, and num-
bered SECY-20-0045;

(ii) licensing mobile deployment; and

(iii) environmental reviews; and

(2) not later than 3 years after the date of
enactment of this Act, implement, as appro-
priate, the strategies and guidance developed
under paragraph (1)—

(A) within the existing regulatory frame-
work;

(B) through the technology-inclusive regu-
latory framework to be established under
section 103(a)(4) of the Nuclear Energy Inno-
vation and Modernization Act (42 U.S.C. 2133
note; Public Law 115-439); or

(C) through a pending or new rulemaking.

(b) CONSIDERATIONS.—In developing and im-
plementing strategies and guidance under
subsection (a), the Commission shall con-
sider—

(1) the unique characteristics of micro-re-
actors, including characteristics relating
to—

(A) physical size;

(B) design simplicity; and

(C) source term;

(2) opportunities to address redundancies
and inefficiencies;

(3) opportunities to consolidate review
phases and reduce transitions between re-
view teams;

(4) opportunities to establish integrated re-
view teams to ensure continuity throughout
the review process; and

(5) other relevant considerations discussed
in the policy issue paper on policy and li-
censing considerations related to micro-reac-
tors dated October 6, 2020, and numbered
SECY-20-0093.

(c) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out sub-
section (a), the Commission shall consult
with—

(1) the Secretary of Energy;
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(2) the heads of other Federal agencies, as
appropriate;

(3) micro-reactor technology developers;
and

(4) other stakeholders.

TITLE III—PRESERVING EXISTING
NUCLEAR ENERGY GENERATION

SEC. 301. FOREIGN OWNERSHIP.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The prohibitions against
issuing certain licenses for utilization facili-
ties to certain aliens, corporations, and
other entities described in the second sen-
tence of section 103 d. of the Atomic Energy
Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2133(d)) and the second
sentence of section 104 d. of that Act (42
U.S.C. 2134(d)) shall not apply to an entity
described in subsection (b) if the Commission
determines that issuance of the applicable li-
cense to that entity is not inimical to—

(1) the common defense and security; or

(2) the health and safety of the public.

(b) ENTITIES DESCRIBED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—An entity referred to in
subsection (a) is an alien, corporation, or
other entity that is owned, controlled, or
dominated by—

(A) the government of—

(i) a country, other than a country de-
scribed in paragraph (2), that is a member of
the Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development on the date of enactment
of this Act; or

(ii) the Republic of India;

(B) a corporation that is incorporated in a
country described in clause (i) or (ii) of sub-
paragraph (A); or

(C) an alien who is a citizen or national of
a country described in clause (i) or (ii) of
subparagraph (A).

(2) EXCLUSION.—A country described in this
paragraph is a country—

(A) any department, agency, or instrumen-
tality of the government of which, on the
date of enactment of this Act, is subject to
sanctions under section 231 of the Countering
America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions
Act (22 U.S.C. 9525); or

(B) any citizen, national, or entity of
which, as of the date of enactment of this
Act, is included on the List of Specially Des-
ignated Nationals and Blocked Persons
maintained by the Office of Foreign Assets
Control of the Department of the Treasury
pursuant to sanctions imposed under section
231 of the Countering America’s Adversaries
Through Sanctions Act (22 U.S.C. 9525).

(c) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.—Section 103 d.
of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C.
2133(d)) is amended, in the second sentence,
by striking ‘‘any any’ and inserting ‘“‘any’’.

(d) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this sec-
tion affects the requirements of section 721
of the Defense Production Act of 1950 (50
U.S.C. 4565).

TITLE IV-NUCLEAR FUEL CYCLE, SUPPLY
CHAIN, INFRASTRUCTURE, AND WORK-
FORCE

SEC. 401. REPORT ON ADVANCED METHODS OF

MANUFACTURING AND CONSTRUC-
TION FOR NUCLEAR ENERGY
PROJECTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Commission shall submit to the appropriate
committees of Congress a report (referred to
in this section as the ‘‘report’’) on manufac-
turing and construction for nuclear energy
projects.

(b) STAKEHOLDER INPUT.—In developing the
report, the Commission shall seek input
from—

(1) the Secretary of Energy;

(2) the nuclear energy industry;

(3) National Liaboratories;

(4) institutions of higher education;

(5) nuclear and manufacturing technology
developers;
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(6) the manufacturing and construction in-
dustries, including manufacturing and con-
struction companies with operating facilities
in the United States;

(7) standards development organizations;

(8) labor unions;

(9) nongovernmental organizations; and

(10) other public stakeholders.

(c) CONTENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The report shall—

(A) examine any unique licensing issues or
requirements relating to the use, for nuclear
energy projects, of—

(i) advanced manufacturing processes;

(ii) advanced construction techniques; and

(iii) rapid improvement or iterative inno-
vation processes;

(B) examine—

(i) the requirements for nuclear-grade com-
ponents in manufacturing and construction
for nuclear energy projects;

(ii) opportunities to use standard mate-
rials, parts, or components in manufacturing
and construction for nuclear energy projects;

(iii) opportunities to use standard mate-
rials that are in compliance with existing
codes and standards to provide acceptable
approaches to support or encapsulate new
materials that do not yet have applicable
codes and standards; and

(iv) requirements relating to the transport
of a fueled advanced nuclear reactor core
from a manufacturing licensee to a licensee
that holds a license to construct and operate
a facility at a particular site;

(C) identify safety aspects of advanced
manufacturing processes and advanced con-
struction techniques that are not addressed
by existing codes and standards, so that ge-
neric guidance may be updated or created, as
necessary;

(D) identify options for addressing the
issues, requirements, and opportunities ex-
amined under subparagraphs (A) and (B)—

(i) within the existing regulatory frame-
work; or

(ii) through a new rulemaking;

(E) identify how addressing the issues, re-
quirements, and opportunities examined
under subparagraphs (A) and (B) will impact
opportunities for domestic nuclear manufac-
turing and construction developers; and

(F') describe the extent to which Commis-
sion action is needed to implement any mat-
ter described in the report.

(2) COST ESTIMATES, BUDGETS, AND TIME-
FRAMES.—The report shall include cost esti-
mates, proposed budgets, and proposed time-
frames for implementing risk-informed and
performance-based regulatory guidance for
advanced manufacturing and construction
for nuclear energy projects.

SEC. 402. NUCLEAR ENERGY TRAINEESHIP.

Section 313 of division C of the Omnibus
Appropriations Act, 2009 (42 U.S.C. 16274a), is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘Nuclear
Regulatory’’;

(2) in subsection (b)(1), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘and
subsection (c)”’ after ‘‘paragraph (2)’’;

(3) in subsection (c)—

(A) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (5); and

(B) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting
the following:

‘(1 ADVANCED NUCLEAR REACTOR.—The
term ‘advanced nuclear reactor’ has the
meaning given the term in section 951(b) of
the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C.
16271(b)).

‘“(2) CoMMISSION.—The term ‘Commission’
means the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

¢(3) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—
The term ‘institution of higher education’
has the meaning given the term in section 2
of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C.
15801).
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‘“(4) NATIONAL LABORATORY.—The term ‘Na-
tional Laboratory’ has the meaning given
the term in section 951(b) of the Energy Pol-
icy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 16271(b)).”’;

(4) in subsection (d)(2), by striking ‘‘Nu-
clear Regulatory’’;

(5) by redesignating subsections (c¢) and (d)
as subsections (d) and (e), respectively; and

(6) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing:

‘(c) NUCLEAR ENERGY TRAINEESHIP SUB-
PROGRAM.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall
establish, as a subprogram of the Program, a
nuclear energy traineeship subprogram
under which the Commission, in coordina-
tion with institutions of higher education
and trade schools, shall competitively award
traineeships that provide focused training to
meet critical mission needs of the Commis-
sion and nuclear workforce needs, including
needs relating to the nuclear tradecraft
workforce.

‘“(2) REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out the
nuclear energy traineeship subprogram de-
scribed in paragraph (1), the Commission
shall—

‘“(A) coordinate with the Secretary of En-
ergy to prioritize the funding of traineeships
that focus on—

‘(i) nuclear workforce needs; and

‘“(ii) critical mission needs of the Commis-
sion;

‘““(B) encourage appropriate partnerships
among—

‘(i) National Laboratories;

‘“(ii) institutions of higher education;

‘‘(iii) trade schools;

‘“(iv) the nuclear energy industry; and

‘(v) other entities, as the Commission de-
termines to be appropriate; and

‘(C) on an annual basis, evaluate nuclear
workforce needs for the purpose of imple-
menting traineeships in focused topical
areas that—

‘(i) address the workforce needs of the nu-
clear energy community; and

‘“(ii) support critical mission needs of the
Commission.”.

SEC. 403. BIENNIAL REPORT ON THE SPENT NU-
CLEAR FUEL AND HIGH-LEVEL RA-
DIOACTIVE WASTE INVENTORY IN
THE UNITED STATES.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) HIGH-LEVEL RADIOACTIVE WASTE.—The
term ‘‘high-level radioactive waste’’ has the
meaning given the term in section 2 of the
Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982 (42 U.S.C.
10101).

(2) SPENT NUCLEAR FUEL.—The term ‘‘spent
nuclear fuel” has the meaning given the
term in section 2 of the Nuclear Waste Pol-
icy Act of 1982 (42 U.S.C. 10101).

(3) STANDARD CONTRACT.—The term ‘‘stand-
ard contract’” has the meaning given the
term ‘‘contract’ in section 961.3 of title 10,
Code of Federal Regulations (or any suc-
cessor regulation).

(b) REPORT.—Not later than January 1,
2026, and biennially thereafter, the Secretary
of Energy shall submit to Congress a report
that describes—

(1) the annual and cumulative amount of
payments made by the United States to the
holder of a standard contract due to a partial
breach of contract under the Nuclear Waste
Policy Act of 1982 (42 U.S.C. 10101 et seq.) re-
sulting in financial damages to the holder;

(2) the cumulative amount spent by the
Department of Energy since fiscal year 2008
to reduce future payments projected to be
made by the United States to any holder of
a standard contract due to a partial breach
of contract under the Nuclear Waste Policy
Act of 1982 (42 U.S.C. 10101 et seq.);

(3) the cumulative amount spent by the
Department of Energy to store, manage, and
dispose of spent nuclear fuel and high-level
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radioactive waste in the United States as of
the date of the report;

(4) the projected lifecycle costs to store,
manage, transport, and dispose of the pro-
jected inventory of spent nuclear fuel and
high-level radioactive waste in the United
States, including spent nuclear fuel and
high-level radioactive waste expected to be
generated from existing reactors through
2050;

(5) any mechanisms for better accounting
of liabilities for the lifecycle costs of the
spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive
waste inventory in the United States;

(6) any recommendations for improving the
methods used by the Department of Energy
for the accounting of spent nuclear fuel and
high-level radioactive waste costs and liabil-
ities;

(7) any actions taken in the previous fiscal
year by the Department of Energy with re-
spect to interim storage; and

(8) any activities taken in the previous fis-
cal year by the Department of Energy to de-
velop and deploy nuclear technologies and
fuels that enhance the safe transportation or
storage of spent nuclear fuel or high-level ra-
dioactive waste, including technologies to
protect against seismic, flooding, and other
extreme weather events.

SEC. 404. DEVELOPMENT, QUALIFICATION, AND
LICENSING OF ADVANCED NUCLEAR
FUEL CONCEPTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall es-
tablish an initiative to enhance preparedness
and coordination with respect to the quali-
fication and licensing of advanced nuclear
fuel.

(b) AGENCY COORDINATION.—Not later than
180 days after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Commission and the Secretary of
Energy shall enter into a memorandum of
understanding—

(1) to share technical expertise and knowl-
edge through—

(A) enabling the testing and demonstration
of accident tolerant fuels for existing com-
mercial nuclear reactors and advanced nu-
clear reactor fuel concepts to be proposed
and funded, in whole or in part, by the pri-
vate sector;

(B) operating a database to store and share
data and knowledge relevant to nuclear
science and engineering between Federal
agencies and the private sector;

(C) leveraging expertise with respect to
safety analysis and research relating to ad-
vanced nuclear fuel; and

(D) enabling technical staff to actively ob-
serve and learn about technologies, with an
emphasis on identification of additional in-
formation needed with respect to advanced
nuclear fuel; and

(2) to ensure that—

(A) the Department of Energy has suffi-
cient technical expertise to support the
timely research, development, demonstra-
tion, and commercial application of ad-
vanced nuclear fuel;

(B) the Commission has sufficient tech-
nical expertise to support the evaluation of
applications for licenses, permits, and design
certifications and other requests for regu-
latory approval for advanced nuclear fuel;

(C)(1) the Department of Energy maintains
and develops the facilities necessary to en-
able the timely research, development, dem-
onstration, and commercial application by
the civilian nuclear industry of advanced nu-
clear fuel; and

(ii) the Commission has access to the fa-
cilities described in clause (i), as needed; and

(D) the Commission consults, as appro-
priate, with the modeling and simulation ex-
perts at the Office of Nuclear Energy of the
Department of Energy, at the National Lab-
oratories, and within industry fuel vendor
teams in cooperative agreements with the
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Department of Energy to leverage physics-
based computer modeling and simulation ca-
pabilities.

(¢) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Commission shall submit to the appropriate
committees of Congress a report describing
the efforts of the Commission under sub-
section (a), including—

(A) an assessment of the preparedness of
the Commission to review and qualify for
use—

(i) accident tolerant fuel;

(ii) ceramic cladding materials;

(iii) fuels containing silicon carbide;

(iv) high-assay, low-enriched uranium
fuels;

(v) molten-salt based liquid fuels;

(vi) fuels derived from spent nuclear fuel or
depleted uranium; and

(vii) other related fuel concepts, as deter-
mined by the Commission;

(B) activities planned or undertaken under
the memorandum of understanding described
in subsection (b);

(C) an accounting of the areas of research
needed with respect to advanced nuclear
fuel; and

(D) any other challenges or considerations
identified by the Commission.

(2) CONSULTATION.—In developing the re-
port under paragraph (1), the Commission
shall seek input from—

(A) the Secretary of Energy;

(B) National Laboratories;

(C) the nuclear energy industry;

(D) technology developers;

(E) nongovernmental organizations; and

(F) other public stakeholders.

TITLE V-IMPROVING COMMISSION
EFFICIENCY
SEC. 501. MISSION ALIGNMENT.

(a) UPDATE.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Com-
mission shall, while remaining consistent
with the policies of the Atomic Energy Act
of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.) and the Energy
Reorganization Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5801 et
seq.) (including to provide reasonable assur-
ance of adequate protection of the public
health and safety, to promote the common
defense and security, and to protect the envi-
ronment), update the mission statement of
the Commission to include that licensing
and regulation of the civilian use of radio-
active materials and nuclear energy be con-
ducted in a manner that is efficient and does
not unnecessarily limit—

(1) the civilian use of radioactive materials
and deployment of nuclear energy; or

(2) the benefits of civilian use of radio-
active materials and nuclear energy tech-
nology to society.

(b) REPORT.—On completion of the update
to the mission statement required under sub-
section (a), the Commission shall submit to
the appropriate committees of Congress a re-
port that describes—

(1) the updated mission statement; and

(2) the guidance that the Commission will
provide to staff of the Commission to ensure
effective performance of the mission of the
Commission.

SEC. 502. STRENGTHENING THE NRC WORK-
FORCE.

(a) COMMISSION WORKFORCE.—

(1) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—The Atomic En-
ergy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.) is
amended by inserting after section 161A the
following:

“SEC. 161B. COMMISSION WORKFORCE.

‘‘(a) DIRECT HIRE AUTHORITY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section
161 d. of this Act and any provision of Reor-
ganization Plan No. 1 of 1980 (94 Stat. 3585; 5
U.S.C. app.), and without regard to any pro-
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vision of title 5 (except section 3328), United
States Code, governing appointments in the
civil service, the Chairman of the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘Chairman’) may, in order to
carry out the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion’s (in this section referred to as the
‘Commission’) responsibilities and activities
in a timely, efficient, and effective manner
and subject to the limitations described in
paragraphs (2), (3), and (4)—

““(A) recruit and directly appoint excep-
tionally well-qualified individuals into the
excepted service for covered positions; and

‘“(B) establish in the excepted service
term-limited covered positions and recruit
and directly appoint exceptionally well-
qualified individuals into such term-limited
covered positions, which may not exceed a
term of 4 years.

““(2) LIMITATIONS.—

‘“(A) NUMBER.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The number of excep-
tionally well-qualified individuals serving in
covered positions pursuant to paragraph
(1)(A) may not exceed 210 at any one time.

“(ii) TERM-LIMITED COVERED POSITIONS.—
The Chairman may not appoint more than 20
exceptionally well-qualified individuals into
term-limited covered positions pursuant to
paragraph (1)(B) during any fiscal year.

*(B) COMPENSATION.—

‘(i) ANNUAL RATE.—The annual basic rate
of pay for any individual appointed under
paragraph (1)(A) or paragraph (1)(B) may not
exceed the annual basic rate of pay for level
IIT of the Executive Schedule under section
5314 of title 5, United States Code.

¢‘(ii) EXPERIENCE AND QUALIFICATIONS.—ANy
individual recruited and directly appointed
into a covered position or a term-limited
covered position shall be compensated at a
rate of pay that is commensurate with such
individual’s experience and qualifications.

¢(C) SENIOR EXECUTIVE SERVICE POSITION.—
The Chairman may not, under paragraph
(1)(A) or paragraph (1)(B), appoint exception-
ally well-qualified individuals to any Senior
Executive Service position, as defined in sec-
tion 3132 of title 5, United States Code.

‘“(3) LEVEL OF POSITIONS.—To the extent
practicable, in carrying out paragraph (1) the
Chairman shall recruit and directly appoint
exceptionally well-qualified individuals into
the excepted service to entry, mid, and sen-
ior level covered positions, including term-
limited covered positions.

‘“(4) CONSIDERATION OF FUTURE WORKFORCE
NEEDS.—When recruiting and directly ap-
pointing exceptionally well-qualified individ-
uals to covered positions pursuant to para-
graph (1)(A), to maintain sufficient flexi-
bility under the limitations of paragraph
(2)(A)(1), the Chairman shall consider the fu-
ture workforce needs of the Commission to
carry out its responsibilities and activities
in a timely, efficient, and effective manner.

“(b) ADDRESSING INSUFFICIENT COMPENSA-
TION OF EMPLOYEES AND OTHER PERSONNEL OF
THE COMMISSION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, the Chairman may fix
the compensation for employees or other
personnel serving in a covered position with-
out regard to any provision of title 5, United
States Code, governing General Schedule
classification and pay rates.

‘“(2) APPLICABILITY.—The authority under
this subsection to fix the compensation of
employees or other personnel shall apply
with respect to an employee or other per-
sonnel serving in a covered position regard-
less of when the employee or other personnel
was hired.

¢“(3) LIMITATIONS ON COMPENSATION.—

‘““(A) ANNUAL RATE.—The Chairman may
not use the authority under paragraph (1) to
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fix the compensation of employees or other
personnel—

‘(i) at an annual rate of basic pay higher
than the annual basic rate of pay for level IIT
of the Executive Schedule under section 5314
of title 5, United States Code; or

‘“(ii) at an annual rate of basic pay that is
not commensurate with such an employee or
other personnel’s experience and qualifica-
tions.

‘“(B) SENIOR EXECUTIVE SERVICE POSI-
TIONS.—The Chairman may not use the au-
thority under paragraph (1) to fix the com-
pensation of an employee serving in a Senior
Executive Service position, as defined in sec-
tion 3132 of title 5, United States Code.

“(c) ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION AUTHOR-
ITY.—

‘(1) FOR NEW EMPLOYEES.—The Chairman
may pay an individual recruited and directly
appointed under subsection (a) a 1-time hir-
ing bonus in an amount not to exceed $25,000.

¢“(2) FOR EXISTING EMPLOYEES.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subpara-
graphs (B) and (C), an employee or other per-
sonnel who the Chairman determines exhib-
ited exceptional performance in a fiscal year
may be paid a performance bonus in an
amount not to exceed the least of—

(1) $25,000; and

‘(ii) the amount of the limitation that is
applicable for a calendar year under section
5307(a)(1) of title 5, United States Code.

‘(B) EXCEPTIONAL PERFORMANCE.—Excep-
tional performance under subparagraph (A)
includes—

‘‘(i) leading a project team in a timely and
efficient licensing review to enable the safe
use of nuclear technology;

‘(i) making significant contributions to a
timely and efficient licensing review to en-
able the safe use of nuclear technology;

‘“(iii) the resolution of novel or first-of-a-
kind regulatory issues;

‘‘(iv) developing or implementing licensing
or regulatory oversight processes to improve
the effectiveness of the Commission; and

‘(v) other performance, as determined by
the Chairman.

¢(C) LIMITATIONS.—

‘(i) SUBSEQUENT BONUSES.—ANy person
who receives a performance bonus under sub-
paragraph (A) may not receive another per-
formance bonus under that subparagraph for
a period of 5 years thereafter.

‘‘(ii) HIRING BONUSES.—Any person who re-
ceives a 1-time hiring bonus under paragraph
(1) may not receive a performance bonus
under subparagraph (A) unless more than
one year has elapsed since the payment of
such 1-time hiring bonus.

“(iii) NO BONUS FOR SENIOR EXECUTIVE
SERVICE POSITIONS.—NoO person serving in a
Senior Executive Service position, as defined
in section 3132 of title 5, United States Code,
may receive a performance bonus under sub-
paragraph (A).

“(d) IMPLEMENTATION PLAN AND REPORT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this section,
the Chairman shall develop and implement a
plan to carry out this section. Before imple-
menting such plan, the Chairman shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives, the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works of the Senate, and the Office of Per-
sonnel Management a report on the details
of the plan.

‘“(2) REPORT CONTENT.—The report sub-
mitted under paragraph (1) shall include—

““(A) evidence and supporting documenta-
tion justifying the plan; and

‘“(B) budgeting projections on costs and
benefits resulting from the plan.

‘(3) CONSULTATION.—The Chairman may
consult with the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment, the Office of Management and Budget,
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and the Comptroller General of the United
States in developing the plan under para-
graph (1).

‘“‘(e) DELEGATION.—The Chairman shall del-
egate, subject to the direction and super-
vision of the Chairman, the authority pro-
vided by subsections (a), (b), and (c) to the
Executive Director for Operations of the
Commission.

“(f) INFORMATION ON HIRING, VACANCIES,
AND COMPENSATION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall
include in its budget materials submitted in
support of the budget of the President (sub-
mitted to Congress pursuant to section 1105
of title 31, United States Code), for fiscal
year 2026 and each fiscal year thereafter, in-
formation relating to hiring, vacancies, and
compensation at the Commission.

‘(2) INcLUSIONS.—The information
scribed in paragraph (1) shall include—

““(A) an analysis of any trends with respect
to hiring, vacancies, and compensation at
the Commission;

‘(B) a description of the efforts to retain
and attract employees or other personnel to
serve in covered positions at the Commis-
sion;

“(C) information that describes—

‘(i) how the authority provided by sub-
section (a) is being used to address the hiring
needs of the Commission;

‘“(ii) the total number of exceptionally
well-qualified individuals serving in—

‘“(I) covered positions described in sub-
section (g)(1) pursuant to subsection
(a)(D)(A);

“(ITI) covered positions described in sub-
section (g)(2) pursuant to subsection
(a)(D)(A);

“(III) term-limited covered positions de-
scribed in subsection (g)(1) pursuant to sub-
section (a)(1)(B); and

“(IV) term-limited covered positions de-
scribed in subsection (g)(2) pursuant to sub-
section (a)(1)(B);

‘“(iii) how the authority provided by sub-
section (b) is being used to address the hiring
or retention needs of the Commission;

‘“(iv) the total number of employees or
other personnel serving in a covered position
that have their compensation fixed pursuant
to subsection (b); and

‘“(v) the attrition levels with respect to
term-limited covered positions appointed
under subsection (a)(1)(B), including the
number of individuals leaving a term-limited
covered position before completion of the ap-
plicable term of service and the average
length of service for such individuals as a
percentage of the applicable term of service;
and

‘(D) an assessment of—

‘(i) the current critical workforce needs of
the Commission and any critical workforce
needs that the Commission anticipates in
the next five years; and

‘‘(i1) additional skillsets that are or likely
will be needed for the Commission to fulfill
the licensing and oversight responsibilities
of the Commission.

‘“(g) COVERED POSITION.—In this section,
the term ‘covered position’ means—

‘(1) a position in which an employee or
other personnel is responsible for conducting
work of a highly-specialized scientific, tech-
nical, engineering, mathematical, or other-
wise skilled nature to address a critical li-
censing or regulatory oversight need for the
Commission; or

‘(2) a position that the Executive Director
for Operations of the Commission determines
is necessary to fulfill the responsibilities of
the Commission in a timely, efficient, and
effective manner.

“(h) SUNSET.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), the authorities provided by
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subsections (a) and (b) shall terminate on
September 30, 2034.

‘(2) CERTIFICATION.—If, no later than the
date referenced in paragraph (1), the Com-
mission issues a certification that the au-
thorities provided by subsection (a), sub-
section (b), or both subsections are necessary
for the Commission to carry out its respon-
sibilities and activities in a timely, efficient,
and effective manner, the authorities pro-
vided by the applicable subsection shall ter-
minate on September 30, 2039.

‘(3) COMPENSATION.—The termination of
the authorities provided by subsections (a)
and (b) shall not affect the compensation of
an employee or other personnel serving in a
covered position whose compensation was
fixed by the Chairman in accordance with
subsection (a) or (b).”.

(2) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 is
amended by inserting after the item relating
to section 161 the following:

‘“Sec. 161A. Use of firearms by security per-
sonnel.
‘“Sec. 161B. Commission workforce.”’.

(b) GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE
REPORT.—Not later than September 30, 2033,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall submit to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce and the Committee on Over-
sight and Accountability of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works and the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs of the Senate a report that—

(1) evaluates the extent to which the au-
thorities provided under subsections (a), (b),
and (c) of section 161B of the Atomic Energy
Act of 1954 (as added by this Act) have been
utilized;

(2) describes the role in which the excep-
tionally well-qualified individuals recruited
and directly appointed pursuant to section
161B(a) of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (as
added by this Act) have been utilized to sup-
port the licensing of advanced nuclear reac-
tors;

(3) assesses the effectiveness of the au-
thorities provided under subsections (a), (b),
and (c) of section 161B of the Atomic Energy
Act of 1954 (as added by this Act) in helping
the Commission fulfill its mission;

(4) makes recommendations to improve the
Commission’s strategic workforce manage-
ment; and

(5) makes recommendations with respect
to whether Congress should extend, enhance,
modify, or discontinue the authorities pro-
vided under subsections (a), (b), and (c) of
section 161B of the Atomic Energy Act of
1954 (as added by this Act).

(c) ANNUAL SOLICITATION FOR NUCLEAR
REGULATOR APPRENTICESHIP NETWORK APPLI-
CATIONS.—The Commission, on an annual
basis, shall solicit applications for the Nu-
clear Regulator Apprenticeship Network.
SEC. 503. COMMISSION CORPORATE SUPPORT

FUNDING.

(a) REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Com-
mission shall submit to the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress and make publicly avail-
able a report that describes—

(1) the progress on the implementation of
section 102(a)(3) of the Nuclear Energy Inno-
vation and Modernization Act (42 U.S.C.
2215(a)(3)); and

(2) whether the Commission is meeting and
is expected to meet the total budget author-
ity caps required for corporate support under
that section.

(b) LIMITATION ON CORPORATE SUPPORT
CosTs.—Section 102(a)(3) of the Nuclear En-
ergy Innovation and Modernization Act (42
U.S.C. 2215(a)(3)) is amended by striking sub-
paragraphs (B) and (C) and inserting the fol-
lowing:
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“(B) 30 percent for fiscal year 2025 and each
fiscal year thereafter.”.

(c) CORPORATE SUPPORT COSTS CLARIFICA-
TION.—Paragraph (10) of section 3 of the Nu-
clear Energy Innovation and Modernization
Act (42 U.S.C. 2215 note; Public Law 115-439)
(as redesignated by section 201(a)(1)) is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘“The term” and inserting
the following:

““(A) IN GENERAL.—The term’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘corporate
support costs’ does not include—

‘(i) costs for rent and utilities relating to
any and all space in the Three White Flint
North building that is not occupied by the
Commission; or

‘“(ii) costs for salaries, travel, and other
support for the Office of the Commission.” .
SEC. 504. PERFORMANCE METRICS AND MILE-

STONES.

Section 102(c) of the Nuclear Energy Inno-
vation and Modernization Act (42 U.S.C.
2215(c)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (3)—

(A) in the paragraph heading, by striking
180"’ and inserting ‘‘90’’; and

(B) by striking ‘180" and inserting ¢90’’;
and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(4) PERIODIC UPDATES TO METRICS AND
SCHEDULES.—

“(A) REVIEW AND ASSESSMENT.—Not less
frequently than once every 3 years, the Com-
mission shall review and assess, based on the
licensing and regulatory activities of the
Commission, the performance metrics and
milestone schedules established under para-
graph (1).

‘(B) REVISIONS.—After each review and as-
sessment under subparagraph (A), the Com-
mission shall revise and improve, as appro-
priate, the performance metrics and mile-
stone schedules described in that subpara-
graph to provide the most efficient metrics
and schedules reasonably achievable.”.

SEC. 505. NUCLEAR LICENSING EFFICIENCY.

(a) OFFICE OF NUCLEAR REACTOR REGULA-
TION.—Section 203 of the Energy Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5843) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘(a)
There’’ and inserting the following:

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT; APPOINTMENT OF DI-
RECTOR.—There’’;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1)—

(i) by striking ‘‘(b) Subject’’ and inserting
the following:

““(b) FUNCTIONS OF DIRECTOR.—Subject’’;
and

(ii) by striking ‘‘delegate including:” and
inserting ‘‘delegate, including the fol-
lowing:”’; and

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘for the
discharge of the’’ and inserting ‘‘to fulfill the
licensing and regulatory oversight’’;

(3) in subsection (c¢), by striking ‘‘(c) Noth-
ing”’ and inserting the following:

“(d) RESPONSIBILITY FOR SAFE OPERATION
OF FACILITIES.—Nothing’’; and

(4) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing:

‘‘(c) LICENSING PROCESS.—In carrying out
the principal licensing and regulation func-
tions under subsection (b)(1), the Director of
Nuclear Reactor Regulation shall—

‘(1) establish techniques and guidance for
evaluating applications for licenses for nu-
clear reactors to support efficient, timely,
and predictable reviews of applications for
those licenses to enable the safe and secure
use of nuclear reactors;

‘“(2) maintain the techniques and guidance
established under paragraph (1) by periodi-
cally assessing and, if necessary, modifying
those techniques and guidance; and
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‘“(3) obtain approval from the Commission
if establishment or modification of the tech-
niques and guidance under paragraph (1) or
(2) involves policy formulation.”.

(b) EFFICIENT LICENSING REVIEWS.—

(1) GENERAL.—Section 181 of the Atomic
Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2231) is amend-
ed—

(A) by striking ‘“The provisions of”’ and in-
serting the following:

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The provisions of”’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(b) EFFICIENT LICENSING REVIEWS.—The
Commission shall provide for efficient and
timely reviews and proceedings for the
granting, suspending, revoking, or amending
of any—

‘(1) license or construction permit; or

‘“(2) application to transfer control.”.

(c) CONSTRUCTION PERMITS AND OPERATING
LICENSES.—Section 185 of the Atomic Energy
Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2235) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following:

““c. APPLICATION REVIEWS FOR PRODUCTION
AND UTILIZATION FACILITIES OF AN EXISTING
SITE.—In reviewing an application for an
early site permit, construction permit, oper-
ating license, or combined construction per-
mit and operating license for a production
facility or utilization facility located at the
site of a production facility or utilization fa-
cility licensed by the Commission, the Com-
mission shall, to the extent practicable, use
information that was part of the licensing
basis of the licensed production facility or
utilization facility.”’.

SEC. 506. MODERNIZATION OF NUCLEAR REAC-
TOR ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEWS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Commission shall submit to the appropriate
committees of Congress a report on the ef-
forts of the Commission to facilitate effi-
cient, timely, and predictable environmental
reviews of nuclear reactor applications for a
license under section 103 of the Atomic En-
ergy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2133), including
through expanded use of categorical exclu-
sions, environmental assessments, and ge-
neric environmental impact statements.

(b) REPORT.—In completing the report
under subsection (a), the Commission shall—

(1) describe the actions the Commission
will take to implement the amendments to
the National Environmental Policy Act of
1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) made by section
321 of the Fiscal Responsibility Act of 2023
(Public Law 118-5; 137 Stat. 38);

(2) consider—

(A) using, through adoption, incorporation
by reference, or other appropriate means,
categorical exclusions, environmental as-
sessments, and environmental impact state-
ments prepared by other Federal agencies to
streamline environmental reviews of applica-
tions described in subsection (a) by the Com-
mission;

(B) using categorical exclusions, environ-
mental assessments, and environmental im-
pact statements prepared by the Commission
to streamline environmental reviews of ap-
plications described in subsection (a) by the
Commission;

(C) using mitigated findings of no signifi-
cant impact in environmental reviews of ap-
plications described in subsection (a) by the
Commission to reduce the impact of a pro-
posed action to a level that is not signifi-
cant;

(D) the extent to which the Commission
may rely on prior studies or analyses pre-
pared by Federal, State, and local govern-
mental permitting agencies to streamline
environmental reviews of applications de-
scribed in subsection (a) by the Commission;

(E) opportunities to coordinate the devel-
opment of environmental assessments and
environmental impact statements with other
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Federal agencies to avoid duplicative envi-
ronmental reviews and to streamline envi-
ronmental reviews of applications described
in subsection (a) by the Commission;

(F') opportunities to streamline formal and
informal consultations and coordination
with other Federal, State, and local govern-
mental permitting agencies during environ-
mental reviews of applications described in
subsection (a) by the Commission;

(G) opportunities to streamline the Com-
mission’s analyses of alternatives, including
the Commission’s analysis of alternative
sites, in environmental reviews of applica-
tions described in subsection (a) by the Com-
mission;

(H) establishing new categorical exclusions
that could be applied to actions relating to
new applications described in subsection (a);

(I) amending section 51.20(b) of title 10,
Code of Federal Regulations, to allow the
Commission to determine, on a case-specific
basis, whether an environmental assessment
(rather than an environmental impact state-
ment or supplemental environmental impact
statement) is appropriate for a particular ap-
plication described in subsection (a), includ-
ing in proceedings in which the Commission
relies on a generic environmental impact
statement for advanced nuclear reactors;

(J) authorizing the use of an applicant’s
environmental impact statement as the
Commission’s draft environmental impact
statement, consistent with section 107(f) of
the National Environmental Policy Act of
1969 (42 U.S.C. 4336a(f));

(K) opportunities to adopt online and dig-
ital technologies, including technologies
that would allow applicants and cooperating
agencies to upload documents and coordi-
nate with the Commission to edit documents
in real time, that would streamline commu-
nications between—

(i) the Commission and applicants; and

(ii) the Commission and other relevant co-
operating agencies; and

(L) in addition to implementing measures
under paragraph (3), potential revisions to
part 51 of title 10, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, and relevant Commission guidance
documents—

(i) to facilitate efficient, timely, and pre-
dictable environmental reviews of applica-
tions described in subsection (a);

(ii) to assist decision making about rel-
evant environmental issues;

(iii) to maintain openness with the public;

(iv) to meet obligations under the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C.
4321 et seq.); and

(v) to reduce burdens on licensees, appli-
cants, and the Commission; and

(3) include a schedule for promulgating a
rule for any measures considered by the
Commission under subparagraphs (A)
through (K) of paragraph (2) that require a
rulemaking.

SEC. 507. IMPROVING OVERSIGHT AND INSPEC-
TION PROGRAMS.

(a) DEFINITION OF LICENSEE.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘licensee” means a person
that holds a license issued under section 103
or 104 of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42
U.S.C. 2133, 2134).

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Com-
mission shall develop and submit to the ap-
propriate committees of Congress a report
that identifies specific improvements to the
nuclear reactor and materials oversight and
inspection programs carried out pursuant to
the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2011
et seq.) that the Commission may implement
to maximize the efficiency of such programs
through, where appropriate, the use of risk-
informed, performance-based procedures, ex-
panded incorporation of information tech-
nologies, and staff training.
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(c) STAKEHOLDER INPUT.—In developing the
report under subsection (b), the Commission
shall, as appropriate, seek input from—

(1) other Federal regulatory agencies that
conduct oversight and inspections;

(2) the nuclear energy industry;

(3) nongovernmental organizations; and

(4) other public stakeholders.

(d) CONTENTS.—The report submitted under
subsection (b) shall—

(1) assess specific elements of oversight
and inspections that may be modified by the
use of technology, improved planning, and
continually updated risk-informed, perform-
ance-based assessment, including—

(A) use of travel resources;

(B) planning and preparation for inspec-
tions, including entrance and exit meetings
with licensees;

(C) document collection and preparation,
including consideration of whether nuclear
reactor data are accessible prior to onsite
visits or requests to the licensee and that
document requests are timely and within the
scope of inspections; and

(D) the cross-cutting issues program;

(2) identify and assess measures to improve
oversight and inspections, including—

(A) elimination of areas of duplicative or
otherwise unnecessary activities;

(B) increased use of templates in docu-
menting inspection results; and

(C) periodic training of Commission staff
and leadership on the application of risk-in-
formed criteria for—

(i) inspection planning and assessments;

(ii) agency decision-making processes on
the application of regulations and guidance;
and

(iii) the application of the Commission’s
standard of reasonable assurance of adequate
protection;

(3) assess measures to advance risk-in-
formed procedures, including—

(A) increased use of inspection approaches
that balance the level of resources commen-
surate with safety significance;

(B) increased review of the use of inspec-
tion program resources based on licensee
performance;

(C) expansion of modern information tech-
nology, including artificial intelligence and
machine learning, to risk-inform oversight
and inspection decisions; and

(D) updating the Differing Professional
Views or Opinions process to ensure any im-
pacts on agency decisions and schedules are
commensurate with the safety significance
of the differing opinion;

(4) assess the ability of the Commission,
consistent with the mission of the Commis-
sion, to enable licensee innovations that
may advance nuclear reactor operational ef-
ficiency and safety, including the criteria of
the Commission for timely acceptance of li-
censee adoption of advanced technologies,
including digital technologies;

(5) identify recommendations resulting
from the assessments described in para-
graphs (1) through (4);

(6) identify specific actions that the Com-
mission may take to incorporate into the
training, inspection, oversight, and licensing
activities, and regulations, of the Commis-
sion, without compromising the mission of
the Commission, the recommendations iden-
tified under paragraph (5); and

(7) describe when the actions identified
under paragraph (6) may be implemented.

TITLE VI—MISCELLANEOUS
SEC. 601. TECHNICAL CORRECTION.

Section 104 c. of the Atomic Energy Act of
1954 (42 U.S.C. 2134(c)) is amended—

(1) by striking the third sentence and in-
serting the following:

‘(3) LIMITATION ON UTILIZATION FACILI-
TIES.—The Commission may issue a license
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under this section for a utilization facility
useful in the conduct of research and devel-
opment activities of the types specified in
section 31 if—

‘“(A) not more than 75 percent of the an-
nual costs to the licensee of owning and op-
erating the facility are devoted to the sale,
other than for research and development or
education and training, of—

‘(i) nonenergy services;

‘“(ii) energy; or

‘(iii) a combination of nonenergy services
and energy; and

‘(B) not more than 50 percent of the an-
nual costs to the licensee of owning and op-
erating the facility are devoted to the sale of
energy.”’;

(2) in the second sentence, by striking
“The Commission’” and inserting the fol-
lowing:

‘“(2) REGULATION.—The Commission’’; and

(3) by striking ‘‘c. The Commission’’ and
inserting the following:

‘“c. RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT ACTIVI-
TIES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraphs (2)
and (3), the Commission”’.

SEC. 602. REPORT ON ENGAGEMENT WITH THE
GOVERNMENT OF CANADA WITH RE-
SPECT TO NUCLEAR WASTE ISSUES
IN THE GREAT LAKES BASIN.

Not later than 1 year after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Commission shall
submit to the appropriate committees of
Congress, the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions of the Senate, the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources of the Senate,
and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives a report describing
any engagement between the Commission
and the Government of Canada with respect
to nuclear waste issues in the Great Lakes
Basin.

SEC. 603. SAVINGS CLAUSE.

Nothing in this Act affects authorities of
the Department of State.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. KEAN) and the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LOFGREN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on S. 870, the bill now under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
870, the Fire Grants and Safety Act. I
thank my Senate Democratic colleague
Chairman PETERS for his leadership in
advancing this legislation through the
Senate.

This bill incorporates language from
H.R. 4090, the Fire Grants and Safety
Act, a bill that I championed through
the House Science Committee. It also
includes the ADVANCE Act, legislation
from the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee and the Environment and Pub-
lic Works Committee.

I thank all of my colleagues for their
work in making this a strong and com-
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prehensive bill. Through bipartisan and
bicameral collaboration, we have paved
the way for advancing this bill in the
House, and I anticipate its smooth pas-
sage in the Senate.

I was proud to lead the Fire Grants
and Safety Act with my colleagues and
original cosponsors, the Congressional
Fire Services Caucus co-chairs, Rep-
resentatives PASCRELL, BosT,
FITZPATRICK, and HOYER, Chairman
Lucas, Ranking Member LOFGREN,
Subcommittee Chairman COLLINS, Sub-
committee Ranking Member STEVENS,
and Representative GOLDEN.

I also thank the many external
stakeholders, including the local fire-
fighters from the Seventh Congres-
sional District in New Jersey, for their
critically important feedback as we de-
veloped this legislation.

Firefighters and EMTs are frequently
first responders to danger. They are es-
sential for keeping our communities
safe. All across the country, fire-
fighters and EMS personnel work
through danger and uncertainty every
day to protect their neighbors.

As a former volunteer firefighter, 1
know the hardship and sacrifices that
firefighters make daily to quickly re-
spond to emergencies, so I am proud to
lead the Fire Grants and Safety Act to
ensure that our firefighters have the
proper training and equipment to con-
tinue to protect our communities.

The Fire Grants and Safety Act in-
creases funding for the U.S. Fire Ad-
ministration and reauthorizes two crit-
ical programs: the Assistance to Fire-
fighters Grants (AFG) and the Staffing
for Adequate Fire and Emergency Re-
sponse Grant program (SAFER).

AFG directly supports local fire-
fighters by providing training, equip-
ment, and even vehicles. The SAFER
program provides training for local fire
departments so that they are better
able to respond to emergencies. To-
gether, these programs ensure that we
have capable, well-equipped fire depart-
ments to protect our communities.

We must pass this legislation before
the programs sunset at the end of this
year.

By advancing this multiyear reau-
thorization, we ensure the continuity
and the stability of these programs, en-
abling the Fire Administration, AFG,
and SAFER to continue equipping,
training, and staffing our departments
effectively.

This bipartisan and bicameral piece
of legislation demonstrates our firm
commitment to the safety and well-
being of our firefighters, empowering
them to overcome challenges and ful-
fill their mission of safeguarding our
communities.

I support the inclusion in this bill of
the ADVANCE Act to ensure that
America maintains its leadership in
nuclear energy. To quote the Depart-
ment of Energy’s Office of Nuclear En-
ergy: ‘“‘Nuclear Power is the Most Reli-
able Energy Source, and It’s Not Even
Close.” By harnessing its unparalleled
reliability, low carbon emissions, and
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capacity for large-scale power genera-
tion, nuclear energy fosters energy se-
curity, technological innovation, and a
cleaner environment for future genera-
tions.

By empowering the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission to lead in inter-
national forums for the development of
regulations for advanced nuclear reac-
tors, this bill strengthens America’s
position as a global leader in nuclear
technology.

By requiring the NRC to develop a
streamlined licensing process and al-
lowing the hiring of specialized staff,
the bill facilitates innovation and the
adoption of advanced nuclear tech-
nologies.

This reform not only accelerates the
pace of technological advancement but
also fosters a more adaptive regulatory
environment, encouraging investment
and fostering economic growth in the
nuclear sector.

Once again, I thank House and Sen-
ate leadership, my Science Committee
colleagues, Congressional Fire Services
Caucus co-chairs, and numerous exter-
nal stakeholders for their critical feed-
back as we worked to draft this reau-
thorization. I encourage all my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this
bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of the Fire Grants
and Safety Act of 2023. This amended
version inserts into the Senate bill the
text we passed out of the Science Com-
mittee unanimously. This bill also in-
cludes the text of the ADVANCE Act. I
thank Representatives PASCRELL and
KEAN and our Senate colleagues Mr.
PETERS and Ms. COLLINS for their lead-
ership and cooperation on this impor-
tant bill.

In our changing climate, we are expe-
riencing more frequent and severe
wildfires, not just in the Western
United States, but across the United
States. From Maui in Hawaii to
Smokehouse Creek, Texas, we have
witnessed the ferocity and destruction
of wildfires. With more than a third of
the population living within the
wildland-urban interface, our commu-
nities are more at risk from fire than
ever before.

In addition to wildfires, there were
more than half a million structure fires
in 2022, including 360,000 home fires.
Tragically, this resulted in 2,790 civil-
ian and 18 firefighter deaths. We will
always honor our firefighters’ commit-
ment and sacrifice. We trust our fire-
fighters to fulfill their role profes-
sionally, including those occasions
when it may mean risking their own
lives. However, that trust goes both
ways, and they must have from Con-
gress the support and resources they
need to keep themselves and their com-
munities safe.

S. 860 reauthorizes the U.S. Fire Ad-
ministration and two very special pro-
grams: The Assistance to Firefighters
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Grants (AFG) and the Staffing for Ade-
quate Fire and Emergency Response,
SAFER grants.

The U.S. Fire Administration helps
fire and emergency medical services
prepare for, prevent, mitigate, and re-
spond to all hazards. The USFA also
leads Federal work on public safety,
education, fire research, and fire serv-
ice training. This legislation will au-
thorize the agency and modernize the
National Emergency Response Infor-
mation System, which will mean
much-needed improvements to data
collection, usage, and analytics for de-
cision-makers at all levels of fire re-
sponse.

AFG and SAFER have been sup-
porting local firefighters for two dec-
ades. AFG helps fire departments ob-
tain crucial safety gear, including
breathing apparatus, equips fire-
fighters with new technologies, and
also supports research to improve pro-
tective gear.

The SAFER program helps recruit
and retain firefighters. Seventy per-
cent of U.S. firefighters are volunteers,
and rural communities in particular
rely primarily on volunteer fire-
fighters. Studies have shown that in-
creasing firefighter crew sizes dras-
tically improves the likelihood of safe
outcomes. This program is an effective
and meaningful investment into the
emergency preparedness of our commu-
nities.

Recipients of AFG and SAFER
awards are in all 50 States, Wash-
ington, D.C., the territories, and some
Tribes. We must ensure these funds are
getting into the hands of those who
need them most, so this bill also calls
on the GAO to identify any barriers
that may prevent fire departments
from accessing these crucial Federal
funds. This bill is vital to keeping our
communities protected and to support
our firefighters and EMS first respond-
ers.

As for the ADVANCE Act provisions,
this legislation is a continuation of the
strong, bipartisan support that Con-
gress has shown toward the develop-
ment and demonstration of advanced
nuclear reactors. This bill would en-
hance the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion’s ability to safely and efficiently
license next-generation nuclear tech-
nologies, all while lowering the finan-
cial barriers for first-of-a-kind movers.

The ADVANCE Act also includes a
bill sponsored by our colleague Con-
gresswoman TRAHAN that would sup-
port our emerging fusion industry—
this is so important—by codifying the
NRC’s current fusion device guidelines
into law. It is important that these
guidelines that are not overly restric-
tive be placed into law. This will pro-
vide much-needed clarity and consist-
ency for these emerging companies as
they design and build the fusion reac-
tors of the future, which we so des-
perately need to succeed.

I urge support for this legislation,
and I reserve the balance of my time.
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Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman
from South Carolina (Mr. DUNCAN) to
speak on the bill.

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for the time, and I rise
in support of S. 870, which includes a
bipartisan and bicameral nuclear en-
ergy package.

I first thank my colleague, friend,
and ranking member of the Sub-
committee on Energy, Climate, and
Grid Security for leading this effort in
the House along with me, Congress-
woman DIANA DEGETTE.

I thank the chair and ranking mem-
ber of the Senate Environment and
Public Works Committee, Chairman
CARPER and Ranking Member CAPITO,
for leading this effort in the Senate.

Finally, I thank the chairwoman of
the Energy and Commerce Committee,
CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS, for making
nuclear energy a policy priority in this
Congress.

Now, this package of nuclear bills is
comprised of the work of many Mem-
bers of both the House and the Senate
on both sides of the aisle, and I thank
them for their work in advancing the
peaceful use of nuclear energy here in
the United States.

The ADVANCE Act, which is a Sen-
ate bill, and the Atomic Energy Ad-
vancement Act, which is a House bill,
will expand nuclear energy by modern-
izing the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion and programs at the Department
of Energy.

The bill updates our regulatory
framework to restore America’s nu-
clear dominance and encourage innova-
tion while also maintaining the NRC’s
global gold standard of safety. Now,
more than ever, it is essential that
America leads in the nuclear energy
space.

As we approach a nuclear renaissance
here in the United States, a future
which will see small module reactors,
microreactors, advance fuel reactors,
and reprocessing of commercial spent
fuels, it is exciting times.

When Congress first passed the
Atomic Energy Act over 70 years ago,
we ushered in the age for the peaceful
use of the atom and cemented Amer-
ican nuclear leadership globally.

Our adversaries, like Russia and
China, are working to undercut our
strength and seeking to dominate the
nuclear markets and supply chains.

A robust and growing nuclear indus-
try is critical for reducing carbon emis-
sions and providing reliable, affordable,
and clean energy to the American peo-
ple.

This nuclear package will help bring
America’s nuclear promise back and
secure, once again, the United States’
position as a global nuclear leader.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this legislation.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, it is my
pleasure to yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PAS-
CRELL), someone who has worked on
these issues for so many years.
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Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentlewoman for yielding
time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of this legislation to reauthor-
ize the Assistance to Firefighters
Grants, the Staffing for Adequate Fire
and Emergency Response Grants, and
the United States Fire Administration.

It is hard to imagine now, but 25
years ago, Federal support for our fire
services was nearly nonexistent, very
little equity, but then funding for fire-
fighting was primarily the responsi-
bility of the State and local govern-
ments.

During budget shortfalls, fire depart-
ments were often the very first to get
cut. When a department needed equip-
ment or personnel, they resorted to
bake sales and pancake breakfasts, al-
though there is nothing wrong with
those. That is a heck of a way to bring
responsibility of protecting the citi-
zZens.

Working with local fire departments,
national advocates, retirees, partners
in Congress, and the White House, we
passed the FIRE Act into law after get-
ting volunteers and career firefighters
here to Washington, D.C., to follow
every Congressman and get on their
case. That is what we did.

While we will take credit for this leg-
islation, it is really the firefighters
that did this. They came to Wash-
ington. It seems like a lifetime away.

Career firefighters, fire chiefs, volun-
teers, everyone came together to make
sure our fire groups were no longer the
forgotten piece of the public safety
equation.

Our law delivered Federal dollars to
local departments for the very first
time. In 2003, we created the SAFER
program so departments could meet
their staffing needs.

The success of these programs speaks
for itself. Since its inception, AFG has
delivered more than $9 billion to equip
and train firefighters.

When we were looking at this legisla-
tion out in the West, there were some
departments that had to push the
equipment to the fire. That is the case,
and that existed over 25 years ago.

I am proud to say that SAFER has
awarded more than $5 billion. This has
been called one of the most efficient
programs.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
an additional 30 seconds to the gen-
tleman from New Jersey.

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I am
proud to say that SAFER awarded
more than $5 billion to departments to
hire, recruit, and retain firefighters.

These grants are amongst the most
effective in the entire Federal budget.
Fire departments rely on the Fire Ad-
ministration for fire data collection,
public safety education, and service
training. Without reauthorization,
these programs would all go kaput Sep-
tember 30.

Thank you to my fire service co-
chairs, Representatives HOYER, BOST,

The
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and FITZPATRICK, as well as the House
cosponsor, Congressman KEAN from
New Jersey, for joining us in our bipar-
tisan quest.

This is truly, Mr. Speaker, a bipar-
tisan piece of legislation that worked.

Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. ALLEN) to speak on
the bill.

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from New Jersey for
yielding time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
870, the Fire Grants and Safety Act. In-
cluded in this legislation is a bipar-
tisan nuclear energy package, which I
was very proud to work on on the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee.

As I have said many times before, an
all-of-the-above strategy is critical to
reclaim American energy dominance,
and nuclear—our Nation’s largest
source of clean energy—has a pivotal
role to play.

In Georgia’s 12th District, we are
leading our Nation’s nuclear future at
Plant Vogtle with the first two new nu-
clear reactors built and in commercial
operation in the United States in three
decades.

Just last week, I welcomed Members
of Congress and industry leaders to my
district for a panel discussion on the
benefits of nuclear energy expansion,
followed by a visit to Plant Vogtle to
see units 3 and 4 officially up and run-
ning on the grid.

This historic accomplishment is
nothing short of remarkable, but make
no mistake about it, it was a chal-
lenging process.

Nuclear projects in the U.S. are often
bogged down by burdensome licensing
and permitting that result in unneces-
sary delays and increased costs.

My bill, the Nuclear Licensing Effi-
ciency Act, is included in the bipar-
tisan nuclear package and provides ef-
ficient, timely, and predictable reviews
of applications and proceedings for 1li-
censes of nuclear reactors.

It allows information that was used
in the licensing process for an existing
nuclear reactor site to be used in fur-
ther licensing and permitting at the
site, and it establishes a timeframe of
once every 3 years to update perform-
ance metrics and milestone schedules
to be as efficient as possible.

By modernizing these processes,
America can fully embrace the reli-
ability of clean 24/7 nuclear energy as
we have in Georgia.

Mr. Speaker, I urge a ‘‘yes’ vote on
S. 870.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from Col-
orado (Ms. DEGETTE), a distinguished
member of the Energy and Commerce
Committee.

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, thanks
to all of the Members here today who
have worked on this legislation.

I rise in strong support of S. 870, leg-
islation that includes the ADVANCE
Act, which I co-lead with Energy Sub-
committee Chairman JEFF DUNCAN, to
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modernize our nuclear energy policy
and to maintain important safety pro-
visions and environmental protections.

Transitioning to clean energy needs
to be an all-of-the-above approach that
leverages every aspect of our energy
production in the United States, in-
cluding nuclear.

Nuclear energy provides nearly 20
percent of the electricity in the United
States. It is also our largest source of
carbon-free energy, making up more
than half our emissions-free elec-
tricity.

We know that nuclear energy is not a
silver bullet, but if we are going to get
to zero percent carbon emissions by
2050, it must be part of the equation.

This bill helps ensure that our ap-
proach to nuclear energy is modern-
ized, focusing on safety and environ-
mental protections.

I am glad that my provisions to im-
prove safety measures at nuclear en-
ergy facilities, recruit a highly trained
and skilled workforce, and keep our nu-
clear regulations up to date were in-
cluded in the bill.

These steps will help enhance our nu-
clear energy supply chain while pro-
tecting against failures that could neg-
atively impact communities in the
workforce.

One of the provisions included in this
legislation will strengthen the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission’s ability to at-
tract and retain highly qualified and
competent employees, ensuring the
commission is up to the challenge of li-
censing the advanced reactors that we
anticipate will come in increasing
numbers over the next decade.

In 2022, the NRC reported it was 23
percent smaller than it was 6 years ear-
lier, and a third of the commission is
currently eligible for retirement.

We need to incentivize a strong nu-
clear energy workforce so we can en-
sure nuclear energy is safe and effec-
tive. This will be an important part of
taking on the climate crisis.

This bill is overwhelmingly bipar-
tisan, it is supported by a variety of
advocacy groups, and I urge my col-
leagues to support the bill.

Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from Michigan (Ms. STE-
VENS), a distinguished member of the
Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology, who did so much work on
this.

Ms. STEVENS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Ranking Member LOFGREN for yielding
time.

I am standing before you here today
in support of this incredible bicameral,
bipartisan bill, the Fire Grant and
Safety Act, which I am so pleased to be
an original cosponsor of.

I certainly want to recognize the in-
credible work of our junior Senator
from Michigan, Senator GARY PETERS,
for moving this bill forward for our
consideration.

I certainly recognize Mr. KEAN, who
is the lead sponsor on the Republican
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side of this critical bill, and, frankly,
senior Members of this body who joined
in the debate, as well.

This piece of legislation, as has been
shared, just reauthorizes very critical
elements of the U.S. Fire Administra-
tion and its programs to support fire-
fighters and lifesaving EMS workers to
make them better protected. It is just
really one of the best things that we
can do in this Chamber.

Just last week, I was visited by Fire
Chief Robert Jennison. He lives in my
district in West Bloomfield, and he is a
fire chief in Livonia, a community I
used to represent. He mentioned this
bill and how important it is for his fire
stations and for his activities.

We should be really proud to be com-
ing together in a bipartisan way to re-
authorize our fire safety efforts here in
the United States of America.

We also have to be real with our-
selves because over a 1l0-year period,
fire-related deaths in this country rose
by 33 percent.

That has been unnecessary, and it
has been an unnerving loss of life. With
the National Fire Protection Associa-
tion estimating that once every 23 sec-
onds, a fire department somewhere in
our country responds to a fire emer-
gency, we must do more to support our
local heroes.
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Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time for clos-
ing.

Mr. Speaker, I celebrate the Science
Committee, which always operates on a
bipartisan basis. Once again, we have
worked together on the provisions in
this bill.

I will highlight something I men-
tioned in passing, which is the fusion
energy program. For years and years,
people have said that fusion energy is
always 50 years away. That was before
ignition was achieved at Lawrence
Livermore National Lab, the National
Ignition Facility, not once, not twice,
but many times. We now have a pri-
vate-sector fusion industry that is
charging ahead and making tremen-
dous progress.

I have heard, when I have visited
with them, their praise for the NRC’s
guidelines. This is mnot fission. It
doesn’t have the challenge of nuclear
energy, so it doesn’t need the same
kind of regulatory scheme. It needs to
be sensible, streamlined, solid, and cer-
tain.

That is what those standards are.
Putting them into law is going to help
private industry rush forward. I think
all of us hope that they will be as suc-
cessful as they plan to be within the
next 5 years. This act will help that
happen.

Mr. Speaker, I ask all of the House to
vote for this bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. Mr. Speak-
er, I again thank my House and Senate
colleagues and Chairman PETERS for
co-leading this important reauthoriza-
tion.
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As I previously mentioned, this legis-
lation is a strong commitment to the
safety and well-being of our first re-
sponders, empowering them to over-
come challenges and fulfill their mis-
sion of safeguarding our communities.
That will help make all Americans
safer.

The ADVANCE Act, as we have heard
in this Chamber, is also critically im-
portant to pass today.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes” on this bipar-
tisan and bicameral legislation, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
KEAN) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, S. 870, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

NATIONAL CONSTRUCTION SAFETY
TEAM ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2024

Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 4143) to amend the
National Construction Safety Team
Act to enable the National Institute of
Standards and Technology to inves-
tigate structures other than buildings
to inform the development of engineer-
ing standards, best practices, and
building codes related to such struc-
tures, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4143

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National
Construction Safety Team Enhancement Act
of 2024”.

SEC. 2. NATIONAL CONSTRUCTION SAFETY TEAM
ENHANCEMENT.

The National Construction Safety Team
Act is amended—

(1) in section 2 (15 U.S.C. 7301)—

(A) in subsection (a)—

(i) in the first sentence, by striking ‘‘build-
ings’ and inserting ‘‘structure’’; and

(ii) by inserting after the first sentence the
following new sentence: ‘“In instances in
which the failure of the building or structure
is the proper subject for investigation by an-
other Federal agency, the Director shall
defer to the authority of such agency.’’;

(B) in subsection (b)—

(i) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘buildings”’
and inserting ‘‘the built environment’’; and

(ii) in paragraph (2)—

(I) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘or
structure’’ after ‘‘building’’;

(IT) in subparagraph (C), by striking
‘‘building standards, codes, and practices”
and inserting ‘‘engineering standards, prac-
tices, and building codes’’; and
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(ITI) in subparagraph (D), by striking
“pbuildings” and inserting ‘‘the built environ-
ment’’; and

(C) in subsection (¢c)(1)—

(i) in subparagraph (G), by inserting ‘‘or
structure’’ after ‘“‘building’’; and

(ii) in subparagraph (J)—

(I) by inserting ‘‘or
“puilding’’; and

(IT) by inserting ‘‘or the National Wind-
storm Impact Reduction Act of 2004 after
1977

(2) in section 4 (15 U.S.C. 7303)—

(A) by striking the term ‘‘building’’ each
place it appears; and

(B) by inserting ‘‘building or structure’’ be-
fore ‘‘failure’ each place it appears;

(3) in section 7 (15 U.S.C. 7306), by inserting
“‘or structure’ after ‘‘building’’;

(4) in section 8 (15 U.S.C. 7307)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘or struc-
ture’’ after ‘‘building’’;

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘stand-
ards, codes, and practices” and inserting
‘“‘engineering standards, practices, and build-
ing codes’’; and

(C) in paragraph (4), by inserting
structure’’ after ‘‘building’’;

(6) in section 9(2) (15 U.S.C. 7308(2)), by
striking ‘‘building standards, codes, and
practices’ each place it appears and insert-
ing ‘‘engineering standards, practices, and
building codes’’; and

(6) in section 14 (15 U.S.C. 7312), by striking
“pbuilding standards, codes, or practices’ and
inserting ‘‘engineering standards, practices,
and building codes’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. KEAN) and the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LOFGREN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
to revise and extend their remarks and
to include extraneous material on H.R.
4143, the bill now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
4143, the National Construction Safety
Team Enhancement Act of 2024, offered
by the gentlewoman from California
(Ms. LOFGREN).

The National Construction Safety
Team, or NCST, is a program run by
the National Institute of Standards
and Technology to investigate major
building disasters and failures so that
we can develop better construction
standards in the future.

Following NIST’s investigation of
the Twin Towers collapse after 9/11,
they issued recommendations that
have significantly impacted how we de-
sign and construct buildings, making
them safer and more durable.

Currently, NIST is investigating the
2021 collapse of the Surfside condomin-
iums in south Florida, which killed
nearly 100 people.

While NIST does exceptional work in
these investigations, their scope is lim-
ited to building failures. This bill will

structure” after

“and
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