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‘‘(ii) Amtrak-served stations for which Amtrak 

has a shared responsibility for compliance with 
such Act based on a station assessment carried 
out by Amtrak, including a timeline for any re-
quired compliance with such Act for the por-
tions of the station for which Amtrak is the re-
sponsible party consistent with the terms of the 
settlement agreement, identifying who is respon-
sible for compliance (and the status of the com-
pliance of each responsible party with such Act) 
for such portions and the timeline for compli-
ance in cases in which Amtrak is not the re-
sponsible party; and 

‘‘(iii) the status of compliance with such Act 
for all Amtrak-served stations for which Amtrak 
is not the responsible party, nor is responsible 
for a portion of the station, and the entity or 
entities that have responsibility for compliance 
with such Act, based on a station assessment 
carried out by Amtrak or the party responsible 
under such Act.’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(3) In this subsection, the term ‘station as-

sessment’ means a review of all components of a 
station including the building, platform, path to 
train, and parking areas, as required by the Ac-
cess Board on the date of enactment of the 
Think Differently Transportation Act.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. MOLINARO) and the gen-
tlewoman from Nevada (Ms. TITUS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that Members have 
5 legislative days in which to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material into the RECORD 
on H.R. 6248. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I am proud to see my 

bill, the Think Differently Transpor-
tation Act, come to the House floor. 

This is yet another item to pass the 
House that builds off the work that we 
began when I was county executive in 
New York State, in Dutchess County, 
New York, the ThinkDIFFERENTLY 
initiative. 

ThinkDIFFERENTLY is a call to ac-
tion to break down barriers and create 
opportunities for those living with in-
tellectual, physical, and developmental 
disabilities. 

The Think Differently Transpor-
tation Act does just that. The bill re-
quires that Amtrak submit to Congress 
and the President an annual report 
with an expected timeline for bringing 
Amtrak trains and stations into com-
pliance with the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act. 

Amtrak stations and trains should be 
fully accessible for all Americans of 
every ability and fully compliant with 
Federal law. 

The ADA was passed in 1990 and es-
tablished a 20-year timeframe for inter-
city rail stations to be accessible to 
those with disabilities. As of July 2023, 
sadly, Amtrak has only brought 30 per-
cent of the 385 stations it is responsible 
for into ADA compliance. This is sim-

ply unacceptable and creates far too 
many barriers for every person of every 
ability, making this bill necessary. 

The Think Differently Transpor-
tation Act is a strong bipartisan bill 
that allows Congress to have appro-
priate oversight of Amtrak to ensure it 
complies with its obligations under the 
law. 

The bill is an important step forward 
that Congress can take to address ac-
cessibility barriers to travel by rail. 

I also wish to take this time to ac-
knowledge the original co-lead of this 
bill, the late Congressman Don Payne, 
Jr., who, as we know, passed away last 
month. It was an immense pleasure to 
work with him, and I would like to 
think that the passage of this bill 
would act as some small honor to him 
and his legacy to helping individuals 
with disabilities. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this legislation, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to support 
the Think Differently Transportation 
Act. It is a bipartisan bill that will ad-
vance accessibility on Amtrak serv-
ices. I am sure my words will not be as 
eloquent as those of Mr. Payne had he 
been here to speak on this bill himself. 

Amtrak received $22 billion in the bi-
partisan infrastructure law to buy new 
equipment, invest in station accessi-
bility, and make improvements in the 
backlog of capital projects and oper-
ating needs. 

Congress set specific directions for 
how Amtrak can use its BIL funds. 

With regard to station accessibility, 
the BIL states that Amtrak funds are 
to be used to make all the stations Am-
trak serves accessible. 

The bill we are considering today 
would require Amtrak to report annu-
ally to Congress on accessibility sta-
tus, improvements, and plans at the 
more than 500 stations Amtrak serves, 
not just the ones where it has the re-
sponsibility to make accessibility a 
priority under the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act. 

Thanks to the BIL, Amtrak is invest-
ing in new equipment and new stations. 
We need assurances that these invest-
ments will take into account people 
with disabilities, as required by the 
ADA. This bill helps to do just that. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues 
to support the Think Differently 
Transportation Act and to think dif-
ferently about transportation so it is 
more accessible. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I would like 
to say, again, that I support this bill, 
and I thank the sponsors of it. I wish 
Mr. Payne were here to see it pass, and 
I encourage my colleagues to vote in 
favor. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank my colleague across the aisle for 
her leadership. I too wish Representa-
tive Payne, for many reasons, would 

still be here to at least celebrate this 
important next step. 

There are far too many barriers in 
the lives of those living with intellec-
tual, physical, and developmental dis-
abilities. They shoulder a 70 percent 
unemployment rate. Access to trans-
portation and the ability to move 
around, as every American would hope 
to, creates such enormous barriers to 
opportunities. 

This Think Differently Transpor-
tation Act will help to ensure that Am-
trak follows the basic expectation that 
the ADA sets into law, through regular 
reporting to both Congress and the 
President on Amtrak’s progress, or 
lack thereof, toward ADA compliance 
for its trains and stations and all those 
they serve. 

This bill represents an important 
step toward improving Amtrak’s serv-
ice for customers of every ability. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge support of the 
bill, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
MOLINARO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6248, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

JAMES R. DOMINGUEZ MEMORIAL 
ACT OF 2023 

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 5799) to designate the checkpoint 
of the United States Border Patrol lo-
cated on United States Highway 90 
West in Uvalde County, Texas, as the 
‘‘James R. Dominguez Border Patrol 
Checkpoint’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5799 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘James R. 
Dominguez Memorial Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) A native of San Antonio, Texas, Border 

Patrol Agent James R. Dominguez— 
(A) proudly and honorably served his coun-

try as an agent of the U.S. Border Patrol for 
more than 12 years; 

(B) began his service with the U.S. Border 
Patrol in 2000; and 

(C) graduated as part of the 434th session of 
the Border Patrol Academy. 

(2) Agent Dominguez served at the Uvalde 
Station in the Del Rio Sector. 

(3) On July 19, 2012, Agent Dominguez 
stopped to clear debris from the roadway 
that posed risks to road and community 
safety along Highway 90 near Cline, Texas. 
While on scene, Agent Dominguez was struck 
and killed by a passing vehicle. 

(4) Agent Dominguez is survived by his 
wife and 4 children. 
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SEC. 3. DESIGNATION. 

The checkpoint of the United States Bor-
der Patrol located on United States Highway 
90 West in Uvalde County, Texas, shall be 
known and designated as the ‘‘James R. 
Dominguez Border Patrol Checkpoint’’. 
SEC. 4. REFERENCES. 

Any reference in a law, map, regulation, 
document, paper, or other record of the 
United States to the checkpoint described in 
section 3 shall be deemed to be a reference to 
the ‘‘James R. Dominguez Border Patrol 
Checkpoint’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. MOLINARO) and the gen-
tlewoman from Nevada (Ms. TITUS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that Members have 
5 legislative days in which to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material into the RECORD 
on H.R. 5799. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 5799, a bill that honors the serv-
ice and sacrifice of Border Patrol 
Agent James R. Dominguez by naming 
the United States Border Patrol check-
point in Uvalde County, Texas, after 
him. 

Border Patrol Agent Dominguez 
served our country for more than 12 
years. On July 19, 2012, Agent 
Dominguez stopped to clear debris out 
of the roadway when he was tragically 
struck and killed by a passing car. 

It is fitting that we honor Agent 
Dominguez by naming this Border Pa-
trol checkpoint after him. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge support of H.R. 
5799, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
5799, a bill to designate the checkpoint 
of the U.S. Border Patrol located on 
United States Highway 90 West in 
Uvalde County, Texas, naming it the 
James R. Dominguez Border Patrol 
Checkpoint, and I thank Mr. GONZALES 
for bringing the bill. 

In 2012, 41-year-old United States 
Border Patrol Agent James R. 
Dominguez was struck and killed by a 
vehicle while assisting a disabled mo-
torist on U.S. 90 near Cline, Texas. 

Agent Dominguez had served with 
the U.S. Border Patrol for 12 years. He 
is survived by his wife and four chil-
dren. Agent Dominguez’ brother and fa-
ther were also members of the Border 
Patrol. 

I support this legislation to rename 
the Border Patrol checkpoint located 
on U.S. Highway 90 West in Uvalde 
County, Texas, as the James R. 
Dominguez Border Patrol Checkpoint. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues 
to do the same, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
5 minutes to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. TONY GONZALES), who is the spon-
sor of the bill. 

Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in support of my 
bill, H.R. 5799, the James R. Dominguez 
Memorial Act. I thank this Chamber 
for bringing this bill to the floor for a 
vote today. 

I have the privilege of serving Texas 
23 and the people of Uvalde. I was in 
Uvalde yesterday. It has been a tough 
couple of years for us in the district. 

Just outside of Uvalde is a check-
point called the Uvalde Checkpoint 
Station. Very soon that checkpoint 
will be known as the James R. 
Dominguez Checkpoint. 

When I met with Border Patrol 
agents that day, it was nothing but 
smiles, whether they had been in for 2 
years or they had been in for 30 years, 
like Agent Moreno, it was all smiles. 
They were smiling because they knew 
that they weren’t going to be forgot-
ten, whether they passed away during 
service over 12 years ago, they were not 
going to be forgotten. Their families 
weren’t going to be forgotten. 

In 2012, Border Patrol Agent James 
Dominguez tragically passed away in 
the line of duty when he was struck by 
a vehicle along Highway 90 in Texas. 

Agent Dominguez was a loving fa-
ther, a husband, a friend to all that 
knew him, and a strong man of faith. 
He dedicated 12 years of his life as a 
Border Patrol agent, the last serving in 
the Uvalde station in the Del Rio sec-
tor. 

Today is a special day for this Cham-
ber. We will move forward tonight on 
legislation that will honor the memory 
of Border Patrol Agent James 
Dominguez by renaming the check-
point in Uvalde in his honor. 

I am proud to work very closely with 
Chief Owens and his wife, Cassy Garcia, 
as well as the family members of Agent 
Dominguez, his brothers and sisters, 
his widow, to rename this Uvalde sta-
tion and make this memorial possible. 

Agent James Dominguez’ legacy will 
live on for generations to come, and his 
service will never be forgotten. 

b 1745 
Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I am 

pleased to support this legislation, as I 
said, and I encourage my colleagues to 
do the same. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I urge 
support of this bill to honor the service 
and sacrifice of U.S. Border Patrol 
Agent James R. Dominguez by desig-
nating the United States Border Patrol 
checkpoint in Uvalde County, Texas, as 
the James R. Dominguez Border Patrol 
Checkpoint. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague, 
Representative GONZALES, for his advo-
cacy. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 

the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
MOLINARO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5799. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 45 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1830 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. CISCOMANI) at 6 o’clock 
and 30 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed. Votes will be taken 
in the following order: 

Motions to suspend the rules and 
pass: 

H.R. 5863; and 
H.R. 3019. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant 
to clause 9 of rule XX, the remaining 
electronic vote will be conducted as a 
5-minute vote. 

f 

FEDERAL DISASTER TAX RELIEF 
ACT OF 2023 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 5863) to provide tax relief 
with respect to certain Federal disas-
ters, as amended, on which the yeas 
and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
SMITH) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, as amended. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 382, nays 7, 
not voting 40, as follows: 

[Roll No. 219] 

YEAS—382 

Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Alford 
Allen 
Allred 
Amo 
Amodei 
Arrington 
Auchincloss 
Babin 
Bacon 

Baird 
Balderson 
Balint 
Banks 
Barr 
Barragán 
Bean (FL) 
Beatty 
Bentz 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 

Bice 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Blunt Rochester 
Boebert 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Bucshon 
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