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IN HONOR OF SAMANTHA
KELEHER BURSUM

(Mr. VASQUEZ asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VASQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Samantha Keleher
Bursum, who died tragically in an
automobile accident on March 1.

If you met Samantha, you would
know that she was extraordinary. Sam
was clever, vivacious, and kind. She
moved with energy, purpose, and a lit-
tle bounce. She spoke with insight,
clarity, and an uncanny confidence.

At 14 years old, Sam had remarkable
promise. She was first in her class, flu-
ent in three languages, a dedicated
volleyball player, active in numerous
clubs, and founder of the mock trial
club. More importantly, Sam was a
good person of great faith who brought
light to any situation.

Sam’s good energy, light, and pur-
pose spreads throughout her commu-
nity. Her friends and family, including
her sister, Katherine, and her mother,
Lori, who are here with us today, feel
comfort and delight in the echo of
Sam’s wild and joyful laughter.

——————

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2025

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1269 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 8580.

Will the gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
YAKYM) kindly take the chair.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
85680) making appropriations for mili-
tary construction, the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies
for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2025, and for other purposes, with Mr.
YAKYM (Acting Chair) in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose on Tuesday,
June 4, 2024, amendment No. 42, printed
in part B of House Report 118-535, of-
fered by the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. SELF), had been disposed of.

AMENDMENT NO. 43 OFFERED BY MR.
SCHWEIKERT

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 43 printed
in part B of House Report 118-535.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Chair, I have
an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as
follows:
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Page 26, line 24, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $1,000,000)"’.

Page 35, line 23, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000)"’.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 1269, the gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. SCHWEIKERT) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arizona.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Chair, I
thank the Chairmen, and one of my fa-
vorite ranking members.

Mr. Chairman, part of what we are
trying to accomplish here—we are
going to have two amendments basi-
cally in different categories doing
this—is if we look over some of the
GAO reports from the last couple of
years, some of the issues we have had
in claims payment processing, if we ac-
tually look at the last GAO line items,
long-term  services support, GAO
thought there was about $38 billion in
questionable issues. If we come down
on even some of the pension processing,
there is about $10 billion in questions.

We are in the age of sort of a miracle
of technology.

We also know, when we read over
some of the reports coming out of the
VA, there are issues on trying to hire
staff, trying to hire staff that is quali-
fied, to handle the amount of claims
and data and those things that come
in. All we are trying to do here is sort
of push in the direction of using the
technology that is now amongst us.

Many of us will refer to AI, but, in
some ways, it is bigger than that. It is
an algorithm. It is AI, but it is the
ability to use data to mine through to
see that this is where things aren’t
working the way they should, here is
where we are missing, and here is
where there is fraud.

The first amendment is on expediting
claims. If you have claims and they are
fitting certain formats, the fact of the
matter is you should be able to go
through them at an incredibly rapid
rate with an incredibly high level of ac-
curacy if you adopt the technology.

Our argument is that getting the
technology right is moral. It is also fis-
cally really sensible.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chairman, I rise in opposition to the
amendment, even though I am not op-
posed to it.

The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the gentlewoman from Florida is
recognized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chairman, this amendment is non-
controversial, and I appreciate the

kind words of the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. SCHWEIKERT), and I feel the
same.

I am not opposed to it. It supports ar-
tificial intelligence technologies to ex-
pedite VA claims, and anything we can
do to expedite VA claims efficiently
and effectively is worthwhile.
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Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Chairman, I
yield to the gentlewoman from Florida
(Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ) for the pur-
pose of a colloquy.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chair, I would be happy to engage in a
colloquy.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. You have a much
higher degree of expertise. Both of you
do in regard to VA issues. I do taxes
and Medicare financing.

One of the reasons we were hopeful
about this is because it is sort of a
closed ecosystem. It gives us the
chance, as we have learned with a num-
ber of pilot programs, to use this be-
cause we know the rules here, and we
are saying: Here is a chance to do a
test, a pilot program, and if it works
with the VA, then, hopefully, our fu-
ture is being able to move it into other
parts of the government.

Am I being unrealistic?

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Using
artificial intelligence and anything we
can do to efficiently and effectively
make sure that we can assist the VA in
processing claims is a good thing. We
are likely at the nascent stage of being
able to use that kind of technology.

As this is an increase-decrease
amendment, essentially it gives you an
opportunity to come here and talk
about the importance of highlighting
the need to expedite claims, which are
improving. Thankfully, we are in a
much better place in terms of the back-
log. I know Secretary McDonough is
very focused on making sure that we
can continue to do that. Having your
advocacy on the floor today is helpful
in spotlighting the issue and making
sure that we can advance at a more
rapid rate.

Mr. Chair, I yield back to the gen-
tleman.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Chairman, I
appreciate the gentlewoman being will-
ing to tolerate me and engage in that.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr.
SCHWEIKERT).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Chair, I de-
mand a recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Arizona will be
postponed.

AMENDMENT NO. 44 OFFERED BY MR.
SCHWEIKERT

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 44 printed
in part B of House Report 118-535.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Chair, I have
an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:
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Page 36, line 18, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $10,000,000) (increased by
$10,000,000)"".

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 1269, the gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. SCHWEIKERT) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arizona.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Chair, this is
sort of a derivative of the previous
amendment. The previous amendment
was to speed up and expedite claims.
This one is actually now to crawl
through, and if my colleagues geek out
like I do on how the artificial intel-
ligence crawls through data stacks and
can identify outliers or patterns, this
one actually utilizes that same sort of
data to streamline oversight, to reduce
fraud, to basically identify where you
have areas that are saying: This
doesn’t look right. Why is there a dif-
ference between different parts of the
VA or different parts of the country?

The amendment is specifically fo-
cused on financial management. Where
one is moving claims and helping vet-
erans be able to see what their benefits
are and moving it faster, this one actu-
ally looks at the books because we
have to have a moment of honesty.

If Members basically take the num-
ber of veterans that use the VA and di-
vide it by the spending, you are some-
where around $38,000 per veteran that
use the facilities. That is an outlier in
any category of healthcare.

Could this help us understand what
we are doing well, but also where there
are outliers? In some ways, this was a
way to help me deal with my discom-
fort with the costs per delivery. I
couldn’t identify what was wrong. This
should help GAO and other experts
simply identify that the VA is doing
this great, but we have an issue here.

I am hoping this technology brings
that to the surface.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chairman, I claim time in opposition
to the amendment, even though I am
not opposed to it.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida is recognized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chairman, this amendment is non-
controversial. I am not opposed to it.

It supports artificial intelligence to
assist the VA with its audits and finan-
cial management systems. It is an in-
crease-decrease amendment, and I do
not oppose it.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Chairman, to
the Members here: 1 appreciate the
kind words.

Mr. Chairman, we are on the edge of
a revolution of being able to under-
stand these massive data sets. If we do
this well, maybe the constant con-
versation we have here between the left
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and the right of government, the
spending and lack of money issues—are
we about to step up and start to em-
brace the technology that may make
what we do, what we are responsible
for, better, faster, cheaper, and maybe
in some ways because of that effi-
ciency, more moral?

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr.
SCHWEIKERT).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Chair, I de-
mand a recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Arizona will be
postponed.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chairman, I rise as the designee of the
gentlewoman from Connecticut (Ms.
DELAURO).

Mr. Chairman, I move to strike the
last word.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chairman, I yield to the gentlewoman
from Massachusetts (Ms. CLARK), the
distinguished minority whip.

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Chairman, I thank the gentlewoman
for yielding.

This month marks 2 years since ex-
treme MAGA Republicans dismantled
Roe v. Wade, subjecting American
women to reproductive oppression not
seen for half a century. For the other
side of the aisle, it is still not enough.

In Texas, Republican Members un-
leashed bounty hunters on pregnant
women. In Ohio, my Republican col-
leagues prosecuted a woman for having
a miscarriage. In Alabama, the major-
ity shut down fertility treatments.
Today, in the United States Capitol,
Republicans have chosen their next
target: Our veterans.

Today, Republicans are telling 2 mil-
lion women veterans that, if they need
an abortion to save their life, the VA
should turn them away. That MAGA
ideology matters more than our vet-
erans’ health, their freedom, even their
survival.

There was a time in this Chamber
when we would unite behind our coun-
try’s flag and the patriots who serve
under it, but in this version of the Re-
publican Party, extremism has dis-
placed patriotism. The majority is so
consumed by fanaticism that my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle
would hijack our VA budget and
threaten the very women who defended
their freedom to speak in this Cham-
ber.

My colleagues should be ashamed to
play a part in this attack on our Na-
tion’s heroes. What a craven abandon-
ment of oath and country.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chairman, I yield back the balance of
my time.
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AMENDMENT NO. 45 OFFERED BY MR. STEUBE

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 45 printed
in part B of House Report 118-535.

Mr. STEUBE. Mr. Chair, I rise as the
designee of the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. SELF), and I have an amendment
at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

At the end of the bill (before the spending
reduction account) insert the following:

SEC. . None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to pay to an indi-
vidual employed in a Senior Executive Serv-
ice position (as such term is defined in sec-
tion 3132(a) of title 5, United States Code) at
the Department of Veterans Affairs a critical
skills incentive under section 706(d) of title
38, United States Code.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 1269, the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. STEUBE) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

Mr. STEUBE. Mr. Chairman, I rise to
urge support for Congressman SELF’S
amendment, which will prohibit the
funds from this bill to be used to give
critical skills incentive, or CSI, bo-
nuses to senior executives at the VA
Central Office.

Recently, the VA Office of Inspector
General released a report that found
that the VHA and the VBA improperly
awarded over $10 million of these bo-
nuses to senior bureaucrats in the VA
Central Office. What is worse is that
this was no technical glitch or error.
This was a strategic move by the Under
Secretaries of Health and Benefits to
line the pockets of D.C. bureaucrats.

Just this week, we held a hearing in
the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee
where Secretary McDonough tried to
explain their actions. However, their
actions are inexcusable. Meanwhile,
this is a slap in the face to rank-and-
file VA employees, such as the nurse
making sure a veteran has a quality
visit to a VA hospital or the case-
worker assisting a veteran with a
claim, who will work their tails off day
in and day out to serve our heroes.

I served in the U.S. military, and one
of the guiding principles is that leaders
eat last. Clearly, in this instance, the
bureaucrats at the VA ate first.
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This is why I have sponsored this
amendment, which would prohibit the
VA from using these bonuses to pad the
pockets of their bureaucratic friends,
and I urge my colleagues to support
this amendment.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chair, I claim the time in opposition to
the amendment.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman
from Florida is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chair, I believe the gentleman from
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Florida misspoke, so let me make clear
that this amendment prohibits incen-
tive bonus payments to anyone in the
senior executive service in the entire
VA, not just the central office.

Let’s be clear what this amendment
does. It goes much further than the
gentleman described. The VA has ac-
knowledged that they made a mistake
in issuing bonus payments to certain
employees in the VA central office and
they have taken steps to address this
error and recoup these funds.

In fact, 92 percent of these funds have
already been recouped and the remain-
ing will likely be recovered soon.

This issue is on its way to being re-
solved. It is an administrative mistake,
and this amendment is completely un-
necessary and takes a sledgehammer
where a chisel would be more appro-
priate. This amendment would go fur-
ther by disincentivizing dedicated pub-
lic servants from serving the VA by
preventing any merit-based bonuses,
not just from the central office as the
gentleman from Florida described.

We should be investing in ways to at-
tract talent to the VA and this amend-
ment takes us backward. Humans
make mistakes. That is the reality,
and I think all of us would acknowl-
edge that we have made some mistakes
in our lives. Sometimes big ones, but
we shouldn’t be cutting off our nose to
spite our faces by taking away merit-
based bonuses for the entire senior ex-
ecutive service at the VA going for-
ward.

We already have a recruitment and
retention problem, and we have trouble
attracting top-quality talent to devote
their lives to public service and their
careers to public service. Do we think
that taking away any opportunity for a
merit-based bonus is going to improve
that situation?

This is outrageous overkill when the
VA has already addressed this. This is
an irresponsible amendment that I
urge Members to oppose because we
would be hurting our own ability to re-
tain and recruit top-quality talent at
the VA.

People make mistakes. This is ad-
ministratively being taken care of, and
we need to just make sure that we can
move on and not seek out a solution in
search of a problem.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. STEUBE. Mr. Chair, VA money
and the money that is appropriated by
this body from taxpayers should go to
the service of our veterans and not to
millions of dollars in bonuses for senior
bureaucrats.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chair, I think if you take a look at the
expenditures made by many Members
of Congress in our offices, you would
see that we responsibly use some of our
funding to provide bonuses for the serv-
ice of our own employees. That hap-
pens all across the Federal Govern-
ment, just like it does across the pri-
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vate sector. It happens a lot less sig-
nificantly understandably because pub-
lic service is a noble profession, one
that people choose to engage in; how-
ever, we want to make sure that we at-
tract top talent to public service.

Eliminating the ability for the entire
VA to provide that kind of merit-based
bonus is irresponsible, and it will make
it less likely that we have the top-qual-
ity talent willing to make the sacrifice
to come and serve our veterans at the
VA.

Why would we do that? That makes
no sense. This was an error. It is being
corrected. It is almost completely cor-
rected. Unfortunately, the gentleman
from Florida and the sponsor of this
amendment are going way too far and
hurting our ability to make sure that
we can take care of our veterans with
the top talent that they deserve.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. STEUBE).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Chair, I de-
mand a recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Florida will be
postponed.

AMENDMENT NO. 46 OFFERED BY MR. STEUBE

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 46 printed
in part B of House Report 118-535.

Mr. STEUBE. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

At the end of the bill (before the short
title) insert the following:

SEC. . None of the funds appropriated
by this Act may be used by the Department
of Veterans Affairs to process medical claims
for the Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment Health Service Corps at the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 1269, the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. STEUBE) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

Mr. STEUBE. Mr. Chair, I rise today
in support of my amendment that
would prohibit the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs from using any funds
under this bill to process medical
claims for Immigration and Customs
Enforcement.

In December of last year, I led a let-
ter to the VA, along with 23 other Re-
publican Members, after receiving re-
ports that the VA had contracted with
ICE to process medical claims for ille-
gal aliens in ICE custody.

Considering the record numbers of il-
legal aliens streaming across our bor-
der, thanks to the Biden administra-
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tion’s reckless policies, we were con-
cerned that the VA personnel were
being taken away from their mission to
serve our veterans.

I am pleased that the underlying bill
prohibits the VA from providing bene-
fits directly to illegal aliens; however,
my amendment is still necessary to en-
sure that the VA resources are focused
solely on veterans since the current
interagency arrangement allows the
VA to provide this service to ICE.

The VA exists to serve American vet-
erans who risked their lives to protect
our great country. For far too long, the
VA has fallen short in its mission: ‘“To
fulfill President Lincoln’s promise ‘To
care for him who shall have borne the
battle, and for his widow, and his or-
phan’ by serving and honoring the men
and women who are America’s vet-
erans.”’

Unfortunately, veterans continue to
experience unacceptable wait times in
receiving medical care and disability
benefits. In particular, the VA’s dis-
ability claim backlog has been a source
of significant frustration in the vet-
eran community.

After several years under the Trump
administration in which the VA dis-
ability claims backlog was consist-
ently under 100,000 claims, the backlog
has nearly tripled under the Biden ad-
ministration to 278,000 as of last week.
This is an abject failure, and our vet-
erans deserve better from the VA.

Despite the longstanding issues with
its claims backlog and customer serv-
ice issues, VA personnel are being
tasked with serving claims for govern-
ment-funded healthcare for illegal im-
migrants, not veterans.

VA resources should be used solely
for veterans and their survivors. Con-
gress appropriates funds to the VA to
provide services to our veterans, not il-
legal immigrants. Our veterans serve
our country, and it is high time that
our government starts serving them.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chair, I claim the time in opposition to
the amendment.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman
from Florida is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chair, the VA provides a purely admin-
istrative function for Immigration and
Customs Enforcement to process med-
ical claims.

Moreover, ICE pays for these serv-
ices, not the VA. There are no funds in
this bill to prohibit being spent. ICE
pays VA to process their medical
claims. This is an amendment that
doesn’t even apply to funding in our
bill.

This amendment is misplaced, and it
conflates the services that the VA ac-
tually provides with the larger issue of
immigration because our friends on the
other side of the aisle never miss an op-
portunity to bash immigrants who are
simply trying to come to this country
and make a better way of life for them-
selves and their families. It is, once
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again, injecting unnecessary policy de-
bates into a historically bipartisan bill.
It is another poison pill, culture war
rider.

Whatever your position is on immi-
gration, this amendment does not be-
long in the MILCON-VA bill and does
nothing to move us forward toward
better healthcare and services for our
veterans.

The reality is, if the gentleman’s
amendment passes, then ICE would
have to stand up an entirely separate
process that would have to be set up to
process these claims because the
claims have to get processed if VA
didn’t manage it for them.

That would be incredibly expensive,
fiscally irresponsible, and makes no
sense, but, again, we shouldn’t miss an
opportunity to bash immigrants.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
oppose the amendment, particularly
because this amendment purports to
prohibit funds from being spent that
you can’t spend because they are not in
this bill.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. STEUBE. Mr. Chair, the gentle-
woman just admitted that the VA is
administratively using resources to
help illegal immigrants. I think the
VA’s mission, being a veteran myself,
should be to support veterans, not ille-
gal immigrants.

In my first Congress, I served on the
VA Committee, and you heard time
and time again, despite adding more
and more money to the VA, they can’t
deal with the backlogs. If they need
more funds to do that, then why are we
using resources that are at the VA to
assist illegal immigrants and the proc-
essing at ICE?

I think that is completely uncon-
scionable, not only as a veteran and
somebody that served this country, but
I think if the people in my district cer-
tainly knew that money and resources
that was appropriated to the VA are
being used to help illegal immigrants
through ICE, would be completely ob-
jectionable to everybody in my dis-
trict.

Mr. Chair, I ask all of the Members of
this body to support this great amend-
ment, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chair, perhaps the gentleman has se-
lective hearing because there are no
funds being spent by the VA to process
these claims because ICE pays the VA
from their budget to process the
claims.

There are no resources that are ex-
pended by the VA because the funding
comes from ICE’s budget. This amend-
ment is inapplicable to our bill and is
just a culture war opportunity to bash
immigrants. It is irresponsible. It is
also fiscally irresponsible because the
claims from ICE have to get processed,
and they would have to stand up an en-
tirely separate claims processing sys-
tem in order to get those claims proc-
essed.
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This saves money and does not take
any funding away from processing
claims for our veterans.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. STEUBE).

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Chair, I
move that the Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
STEUBE) having assumed the chair, Mr.
YAKYM, Acting Chair of the Committee
of the Whole House on the state of the
Union, reported that that Committee,
having had under consideration the bill
(H.R. 8580) making appropriations for
military construction, the Department
of Veterans Affairs, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2025, and for other purposes,
had come to no resolution thereon.

——————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess for a pe-
riod of less than 15 minutes.

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 42 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. STEUBE) at 9 o’clock and
47 minutes a.m.

————

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2025

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1269 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 8580.

Will the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
WEBER) kindly take the chair.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
8580) making appropriations for mili-
tary construction, the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies
for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2025, and for other purposes, with Mr.
WEBER of Texas (Acting Chair) in the
chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose earlier today,
amendment No. 46 printed in part B of
House Report 118-535 offered by the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. STEUBE)
had been disposed of.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR
The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, proceedings will
now resume on those amendments
printed in part B of House Report 118-
535 on which further proceedings were
postponed, in the following order:

Amendment No. 43 by Mr.
SCHWEIKERT of Arizona.
Amendment No. 44 by Mr.

SCHWEIKERT of Arizona.

Amendment No. 45 by Mr. STEUBE of
Florida.

The Chair will reduce to 2 minutes
the minimum time for any electronic
vote after the first vote in this series.

AMENDMENT NO. 43 OFFERED BY MR.
SCHWEIKERT

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished
business is the demand for a recorded
vote on amendment No. 43, printed in
part B of House Report 118-535, offered
by the gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
SCHWEIKERT), on which further pro-
ceedings were postponed and on which
the ayes prevailed by voice vote.

The Clerk will redesignate
amendment.

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment.

the

RECORDED VOTE

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote
has been demanded.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 333, noes 70,
not voting 33, as follows:

[Roll No. 243]

AYES—333
Adams Cherfilus- Finstad
Aderholt McCormick Fischbach
Aguilar Ciscomani Fitzgerald
Alford Clark (MA) Fleischmann
Allen Cleaver Fletcher
Allred Cline Flood
Amo Cloud Fong
Amodei Clyde Foxx
Armstrong Cohen Frankel, Lois
Arrington Cole Franklin, Scott
Auchincloss Collins Fry
Babin Comer Fulcher
Bacon Connolly Gaetz
Baird Correa Gallego
Balderson Costa Garamendi
Banks Courtney Garbarino
Barr Crane Garcia (TX)
Barragan Crawford Garcia, Mike
Bean (FL) Crow Gimenez
Bentz Cuellar Golden (ME)
Bera Curtis Goldman (NY)
Bergman D’Esposito Gonzales, Tony
Bice Davids (KS) Gonzalez,
Biggs Davidson Vicente
Bilirakis Davis (NC) Good (VA)
Bishop (NC) De La Cruz Gooden (TX)
Blunt Rochester Dean (PA) Gosar
Boebert DeLauro Gottheimer
Bonamici DeSaulnier Granger
Bost DesJarlais Graves (LA)
Brecheen Diaz-Balart Graves (MO)
Brownley Dingell Green, Al (TX)
Buchanan Doggett Greene (GA)
Bucshon Donalds Grothman
Burchett Duarte Guest
Burgess Duncan Guthrie
Calvert Dunn (FL) Hageman
Caraveo Edwards Harder (CA)
Carbajal Ellzey Harris
Carey Emmer Harshbarger
Carl Escobar Hern
Carson Eshoo Hill
Carter (GA) Espaillat Himes
Cartwright Estes Hinson
Case Ezell Houchin
Casten Fallon Houlahan
Castor (FL) Feenstra Hoyer
Chavez-DeRemer Ferguson Hudson
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