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which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on H.R. 2997, the bill now under consid-
eration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support Rep-
resentative BOEBERT’s bill, the Clifton 
Opportunities Now for Vibrant Eco-
nomic Yields Act, or the CONVEY Act. 

H.R. 2997 conveys land from the Fed-
eral Government to Mesa County in 
Colorado. As the House Committee on 
Natural Resources considered and ulti-
mately passed this bill through our 
committee last year, it was clear Rep-
resentative BOEBERT had done good 
work to build consensus and solve an 
important issue in a local Colorado 
community. 

The bill is good policy. Representa-
tive BOEBERT worked with her con-
stituents, county leaders, and the Bu-
reau of Land Management to draft leg-
islation they all support. 

Many of our Western States are 
largely owned by the Federal Govern-
ment. In Colorado, over 36 percent of 
the land is federally owned. In Mesa 
County, an astonishing 72 percent of 
the land is owned by the Federal Gov-
ernment, and this presents many local 
challenges. 

As communities grow in proximity to 
Federal lands, there simply is not 
enough space for new homes, schools, 
hospitals, or other necessities to sus-
tain a growing population. Large 
swaths of Federal land limit the tax 
base to support the local community. 
While creative solutions have been en-
acted by Congress to address this issue, 
there are still setbacks to communities 
lacking a strong tax base. 

The growing population in this Colo-
rado community has encouraged coun-
ty leaders to seek out new land for de-
velopment. The land in question is on 
the Bureau’s disposal list, meaning the 
agency has determined it no longer 
wants to manage the land and the land 
does not serve the taxpayers’ interest. 

While both the Bureau of Land Man-
agement and Mesa County are sup-
portive of this land exchange, the proc-
ess has continued to run into bureau-
cratic delays. Mesa County has been 
working for 5 years to acquire a mere 
31 acres—let me repeat that: 5 years to 
acquire 31 acres—all because of bureau-
cratic delays. We now need an act of 
Congress to speed up this process. 

This is evidence of a much larger 
problem. There should not be excessive 
delays preventing the conveyance of 
land when all parties agree this land 
would be put to more productive use 
outside of Federal management and 
there is a willing buyer. 

The House Committee on Natural Re-
sources will continue to conduct over-
sight on how we can expedite the proc-
ess of disposing of unwanted Federal 

land, especially land that could be bet-
ter utilized to support small, rural 
communities and their economies. 

While the committee continues its 
work to address the larger issue of Fed-
eral land management, I applaud Rep-
resentative BOEBERT for her leadership 
in addressing this important issue for 
her constituents. 

Mr. Speaker, I support the bill, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2997 would author-
ize the Bureau of Land Management, or 
BLM, to convey 31 acres of Federal 
land to Mesa County in Colorado. 

This parcel of land was once used by 
the Bureau of Reclamation for irriga-
tion under the Grand Valley Reclama-
tion Project. It has since been des-
ignated suitable for disposal by BLM, 
with agencies having started the with-
drawal revocation process. 

Following the completion of this 
process, BLM will engage in a direct 
sale with Mesa County. 

The CONVEY Act is designed to fa-
cilitate and expedite the ongoing par-
cel conveyance process. Following the 
conveyance, Mesa County will use the 
land for economic development and 
growth opportunities in and around 
Clifton, Colorado. 

I thank the majority for working 
with us to ensure that, under this bill, 
Mesa County is responsible for paying 
for all the costs associated with the 
conveyance, as is typical in these types 
of transactions. 

Mr. Speaker, I support this legisla-
tion, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 5 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from Colorado (Ms. BOEBERT), the au-
thor of the legislation. 

Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of H.R. 2997, my Clifton Oppor-
tunities Now for Vibrant Economic 
Yields Act, the CONVEY Act. 

This commonsense bill directs the 
Secretary of the Interior to convey 31.1 
acres of land that the Federal Govern-
ment no longer wishes to manage to 
Mesa County for economic develop-
ment in Clifton, Colorado. Mesa Coun-
ty will purchase the land for fair mar-
ket value. 

For over 5 years, Mesa County has 
been stuck in red tape as they have 
been diligently pursuing the acquisi-
tion of this parcel of land that is on the 
BLM disposal list. This land holds im-
mense value for Mesa County as it pre-
sents a critical opportunity for eco-
nomic development in Clifton, an area 
of the county that has struggled eco-
nomically. 

I have worked closely with BLM, the 
committee, and the Mesa County com-
missioners to cut through the bureauc-
racy and expedite this process. The 
Principal Deputy Director at the Bu-
reau of Land Management, Nada Wolff 
Culver, said: ‘‘The BLM supports H.R. 
2997,’’ the CONVEY Act, ‘‘and the di-
rect sale of the parcel to Mesa Coun-
ty.’’ 

The economic potential of this land 
will allow Mesa County to attract job 
creators and foster an environment 
that encourages economic prosperity 
for Clifton. 

Once Mesa County is able to secure 
the land, they will establish an eco-
nomic development board to solicit 
input from local stakeholders. 

According to the nonpartisan Con-
gressional Budget Office, this bill 
would reduce Federal spending. It also 
ensures the funds from the sale of this 
land will be deposited into the Federal 
Land Disposal Account, established by 
the Federal Land Transaction Facilita-
tion Act, and retained by the Bureau of 
Land Management Colorado office, so 
the funds from the sale will actually be 
used in Colorado. 

More than 55 percent of Colorado’s 
Third District and 73 percent of Mesa 
County’s land area is Federal land. As 
Mesa County continues to grow, the 
county is significantly limited in the 
land it has available to develop. 

These large Federal footprints often 
stifle local communities that lack 
power in decisionmaking over the land 
in their own backyards from moving 
forward on important development op-
portunities. 

I am proud to empower local commu-
nities and jump-start rural economies 
through innovative solutions that re-
duce our Federal footprint and cut bu-
reaucratic red tape that is stifling eco-
nomic growth with the CONVEY Act. 

It has been a pleasure to work on this 
piece of legislation and to offer this to 
Mesa County to see what they come up 
with for their economic development. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
simple, straightforward bill, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I urge 
my colleagues to support the legisla-
tion, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, once 
again, I thank Representative BOEBERT 
for her hard work and leadership and 
the effort she put into crafting this leg-
islation. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the adoption of 
the bill, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2997, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PILOT BUTTE POWER PLANT 
CONVEYANCE ACT 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3415) to direct the Secretary 
of the Interior to convey to the 
Midvale Irrigation District the Pilot 
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Butte Power Plant in the State of Wyo-
ming, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3415 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Pilot Butte 
Power Plant Conveyance Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) AGREEMENT.—The term ‘‘Agreement’’ 

means the agreement entered into under sec-
tion 3(a). 

(2) DISTRICT.—The term ‘‘District’’ means 
the Midvale Irrigation District located in 
Pavillion, Wyoming. 

(3) POWER PLANT.—The term ‘‘Power 
Plant’’ means the Pilot Butte Power Plant 
and other appurtenant facilities in the State 
of Wyoming authorized under the Act of 
March 2, 1917 (39 Stat. 969, chapter 146), 
transferred to the jurisdiction of the Bureau 
of Reclamation under the Act of June 5, 1920 
(41 Stat. 874, chapter 235), and incorporated 
into the Riverton Unit of the Pick-Sloan 
Missouri Basin Program under Public Law 
91–409 (84 Stat. 861), including the underlying 
land. 

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of the Interior, acting 
through the Commissioner of Reclamation. 
SEC. 3. AGREEMENT, CONVEYANCE, AND REPORT. 

(a) AGREEMENT.—Not later than 2 years 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall enter into good faith nego-
tiations with the District to enter into an 
agreement to determine the legal, institu-
tional, and financial terms for the convey-
ance of the Power Plant from the Secretary 
to the District. 

(b) CONVEYANCE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—In consideration for the 

District assuming from the United States all 
liability for the administration, operation, 
maintenance, and replacement of the Power 
Plant, the Secretary shall offer to convey 
and assign to the District all right, title, and 
interest of the United States in and to the 
Power Plant— 

(A) subject to valid leases, permits, rights- 
of-way, easements, and other existing rights; 
and 

(B) in accordance with— 
(i) the terms and conditions described in 

the Agreement; and 
(ii) this Act. 
(2) STATUS OF LAND.—Effective on the date 

of the conveyance of the Power Plant to the 
District under paragraph (1), the Power 
Plant shall not be considered to be a part of 
a Federal reclamation project. 

(c) REPORT.—If the conveyance authorized 
under subsection (b)(1) is not completed by 
the date that is 1 year after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources of the House of 
Representatives a report that describes— 

(1) the status of the conveyance under that 
subsection; 

(2) any obstacles to completing the convey-
ance under that subsection; and 

(3) an anticipated date for the completion 
of the conveyance under that subsection. 
SEC. 4. LIABILITY. 

(a) DAMAGES.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided by law and for damages caused by acts 
of negligence committed by the United 
States or by employees or agents of the 
United States, effective on the date of the 
conveyance of the Power Plant to the Dis-
trict under section 3(b)(1), the United States 

shall not be held liable by any court for dam-
ages of any kind arising out of any act, omis-
sion, or occurrence relating to the Power 
Plant. 

(b) TORTS CLAIMS.—Nothing in this section 
increases the liability of the United States 
beyond that provided in chapter 171 of title 
28, United States Code (commonly known as 
the ‘‘Federal Tort Claims Act’’). 
SEC. 5. COMPLIANCE WITH OTHER LAWS. 

(a) COMPLIANCE WITH ENVIRONMENTAL AND 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION LAWS.—Before mak-
ing the conveyance authorized under section 
3(b)(1), the Secretary shall complete all ac-
tions required under— 

(1) the National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.); 

(2) the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.); 

(3) subtitle III of title 54, United States 
Code; and 

(4) any other applicable laws. 
(b) COMPLIANCE BY THE DISTRICT.—Effective 

on the date of the conveyance of the Power 
Plant to the District under section 3(b)(1), 
the District shall comply with all applicable 
Federal, State, and local laws (including reg-
ulations) with respect to the operation of the 
Power Plant. 
SEC. 6. PAYMENT OF COSTS. 

(a) ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—Administra-
tive costs for the conveyance of the Power 
Plant to the District under section 3(b)(1) 
shall be paid in equal shares by the Sec-
retary and the District. 

(b) REAL ESTATE TRANSFER COSTS.—The 
costs of all boundary surveys, title searches, 
cadastral surveys, appraisals, and other real 
estate transactions required for the convey-
ance of the Power Plant to the District 
under section 3(b)(1) shall be paid in equal 
shares by the Secretary and the District. 

(c) COSTS OF COMPLIANCE WITH OTHER 
LAWS.—The costs associated with any review 
required under the National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 
1531 et seq.), subtitle III of title 54, United 
States Code, or any other applicable laws for 
conveyance of the Power Plant to the Dis-
trict under section 3(b)(1) shall be paid in 
equal shares by the Secretary and the Dis-
trict. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from Michigan (Mrs. DIN-
GELL) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on H.R. 3415, the bill now under consid-
eration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
3415 sponsored by Congresswoman 
HAGEMAN of Wyoming. This legislation 
would direct the Bureau of Reclama-
tion to enter negotiations with the 
Midvale Irrigation District to transfer 
the Pilot Butte Power Plant to the dis-
trict. 

Under current law, the Bureau of 
Reclamation holds title to the power 
plant and related facilities, and owner-
ship of the power plant cannot be 
transferred unless authorized by Con-
gress. 

This plant has not produced elec-
tricity since 2008, when the Bureau of 
Reclamation determined that increas-
ing operation and maintenance costs 
made electricity generation at the 
plant economically infeasible. 

The district has expressed interest in 
taking ownership and rehabilitating 
and operating the power plant and re-
lated facilities to provide power to the 
district’s water users. 

This legislation is the first step in 
achieving that goal. It would allow the 
Midvale Irrigation District to harness 
additional hydroelectric power re-
sources, a carbon-free, reliable source 
of energy. 

At a time when good stewardship of 
taxpayer resources and access to reli-
able energy are at the forefront of so 
many debates in Washington, I am 
proud that our committee advanced 
legislation that accomplishes both ob-
jectives. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Congresswoman 
HAGEMAN for her leadership. I urge 
adoption of this legislation, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill would author-
ize the Bureau of Reclamation to con-
vey the title of the Pilot Butte Power 
Plant in Wyoming to the Midvale Irri-
gation District. The transfer would fol-
low negotiation of a mutually bene-
ficial transfer agreement that must en-
sure full compliance with environ-
mental laws and other applicable laws. 

Following a title transfer, the irriga-
tion district will explore opportunities 
to rehabilitate the facility for im-
proved power generation. 

I am pleased to support the bill, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

b 1630 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield 5 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from Wyoming (Ms. HAGEMAN), the 
bill’s sponsor. 

Ms. HAGEMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in support of my bill, the Pilot Butte 
Power Plant Conveyance Act. 

This important legislation initiates 
the transfer of the Pilot Butte Power 
Plant from the Bureau of Reclamation 
to the Midvale Irrigation District. 

Specifically, the Pilot Butte Power 
Plant Conveyance Act requires the Bu-
reau of Reclamation to enter good- 
faith negotiations with the Midvale Ir-
rigation District for the conveyance of 
the Pilot Butte Power Plant, located in 
Pavillion, Wyoming. This is a critical 
step towards improving responsible re-
source management. 

Several months ago, we had the 
privilege of learning from Wyoming’s 
Midvale Irrigation District on this im-
portant topic in a hearing in the Sub-
committee of Water, Wildlife and Fish-
eries. 
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In this hearing, we learned from both 

Midvale and the Bureau that this con-
veyance will allow the district to more 
easily maintain and operate the plant 
after the title transfer. 

The message from each party in-
volved in the conveyance was that this 
is a win-win for everyone involved. 
Transferring ownership of the power 
plant to Midvale will provide for great-
er flexibility and relieve administra-
tive burdens for the Bureau of Rec-
lamation. 

As we all know, local communities 
and entities are often better equipped 
to understand the unique needs and 
challenges of their communities. 

Placing control of the hydro plant in 
the hands of Midvale Irrigation Dis-
trict will empower them to make deci-
sions that directly impact their region. 
This conveyance promotes a sense of 
ownership and accountability that will 
lead to more efficient operations and 
responsive governance. 

This transfer will have positive eco-
nomic benefits. Hydroelectric plants 
have the potential to generate substan-
tial revenue. By allowing Midvale to 
control these resources, they can rein-
vest profits into the community. This 
will ultimately mean improved infra-
structure and more support for local 
businesses. 

The economic ripple effect can be 
profound and positively impact the 
lives of those living in the district. 

Moreover, it is important to note 
that Midvale is intimately familiar 
with the intricacies of water manage-
ment and distribution in their area. 
Updating and repairing this hydro 
plant will expand the State’s portfolio, 
allowing for a more holistic approach 
to resource management. 

This will help Wyoming to optimize 
water usage, balancing the needs of ag-
riculture, industry, and the environ-
ment more effectively. 

We have an obvious need to increase 
the amount of water stored through 
surface infrastructure and groundwater 
storage projects. 

This particular conveyance will allow 
us to more effectively manage our 
water and provide power to our com-
munities. Additionally, environmental 
stewardship is a critical consideration. 

Wyomingites are more attuned to the 
ecological nuances of their sur-
roundings. By placing the hydro plant 
under local control, we increase the 
practice of responsible environmental 
practices. This includes measures to 
protect aquatic life, maintain water 
quality, and ensure the responsible op-
eration of the plant without compro-
mising our ecosystems. 

The Pilot Butte Power Plant Convey-
ance Act will empower Wyoming com-
munities, boost Wyoming’s economy, 
enhance resource management, and 
promote responsible environmental 
practices. 

It is a decision that reflects the val-
ues of decentralization, self-determina-
tion, and self-reliance. 

I thank Senator BARRASSO and Sen-
ator LUMMIS for their leadership on 

this issue on the Senate side, and 
Midvale Irrigation District manager 
Steve Lynn, who was critical in ele-
vating this issue and the solution we 
have before us this evening. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill. 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I urge 
my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time to 
close. 

Mr. Speaker, the principle of cooper-
ative federalism means that decisions 
are made at the appropriate level of 
government, at the Federal, State, and 
local levels. 

H.R. 3415 embodies this principle by 
transferring control of the Pilot Butte 
Power Plant to the Midvale Irrigation 
District, putting local project bene-
ficiaries in charge of resource manage-
ment, harnessing additional hydro-
electric power resources, and ulti-
mately, lowering cost. 

I once again thank Congresswoman 
HAGEMAN for her leadership. I urge my 
colleagues to support this bill, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3415. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE HEALTH OF 
AQUATIC SYSTEMS THROUGH 
RESEARCH KNOWLEDGE AND EN-
HANCED DIALOGUE ACT 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 4051) to direct the Secretary 
of Commerce to establish a task force 
regarding shark depredation, and for 
other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4051 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Supporting the 
Health of Aquatic systems through Research 
Knowledge and Enhanced Dialogue Act’’ or the 
‘‘SHARKED Act’’. 
SEC. 2. SHARK DEPREDATION TASK FORCE AND 

RESEARCH PROJECTS. 
(a) SHARK DEPREDATION TASK FORCE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Commerce 

shall establish a task force (referred to in this 

subsection as the ‘‘task force’’) to identify and 
address critical needs with respect to shark dep-
redation. 

(2) MEMBERSHIP.—The Secretary of Commerce 
shall appoint individuals to the task force, in-
cluding— 

(A) 1 representative from— 
(i) each Regional Fishery Management Coun-

cil established under section 302(a)(1) of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1852(a)(1)); 

(ii) each Marine Fisheries Commission, as 
such term is defined in section 3 of the Magnu-
son-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Manage-
ment Act (16 U.S.C. 1802); 

(iii) the fish and wildlife agency of a coastal 
State from each Regional Fishery Management 
Council established under section 302(a)(1) of 
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation 
and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1852(a)(1)); and 

(iv) the National Marine Fisheries Service; 
(B) an individual with expertise in the man-

agement of highly migratory species; 
(C) a researcher with expertise in shark man-

agement and behavior; and 
(D) a researcher with expertise in shark ecol-

ogy. 
(3) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The task force shall— 
(A) develop ways to improve coordination and 

communication across the fisheries management 
community and shark research community to 
address shark depredation; 

(B) identify research priorities and funding 
opportunities for such priorities, including— 

(i) identifying shark species involved in inter-
actions; 

(ii) shark stock assessments; 
(iii) how sharks become habituated to humans 

and thus lead to more interactions between 
sharks and humans; 

(iv) how angler behavior and fishery regu-
latory frameworks may influence shark inter-
actions; 

(v) techniques and strategies to reduce harm-
ful interactions between sharks and humans, in-
cluding the development and use of non-lethal 
deterrents; 

(vi) the role of healthy shark populations in 
the ocean food web; and 

(vii) climate change impacts on shifting shark 
populations, prey, and shark behavior; 

(C) develop recommended management strate-
gies to address shark depredation; and 

(D) coordinate the development and distribu-
tion of educational materials to help the fishing 
community minimize shark interactions includ-
ing through changed angler behavior and expec-
tations. 

(4) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after the 
date of the enactment of this section, and every 
2 years thereafter until the termination of the 
task force in accordance with paragraph (5), the 
task force shall submit to Congress a report re-
garding the findings of the task force. 

(5) SUNSET.—The task force shall terminate 
not later than 7 years after the date on which 
the Secretary of Commerce establishes the task 
force. 

(6) COASTAL STATE DEFINED.—In this sub-
section, the term ‘‘coastal State’’— 

(A) means a State of the United States in, or 
bordering on, the Atlantic Ocean, Pacific 
Ocean, Arctic Ocean, Gulf of Mexico, or Long 
Island Sound; and 

(B) includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands of 
the United States, Guam, the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands, and American 
Samoa. 

(b) SHARK DEPREDATION RESEARCH 
PROJECTS.—Section 318(c) of the Magnuson-Ste-
vens Fishery Conservation and Management Act 
(16 U.S.C. 1867(c)) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(6) Projects to better understand shark dep-
redation, including identifying what causes in-
creases in shark depredation and determining 
how to best address shark depredation.’’. 

(c) EFFECT.—Nothing in this Act shall be con-
strued to affect the authority and responsibility 
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