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champion not just for her constituents 
but for all those who need a voice for 
change. 

Likewise, in faith, none of us dies for 
ourselves alone. Though there are 
many who are now enduring deep grief 
for her loss, may our deep gratitude for 
her historic and trailblazing career 
serve as the seedbed for an enduring 
legacy of dedicated and impassioned 
service to this country. 

Lord of both the dead and the living, 
inspire us through SHEILA JACKSON 
LEE’s life, fueled by her warrior spirit, 
that in her death we would be com-
pelled to take up the fight for liberty 
and justice for all peoples. 

Grant Congresswoman JACKSON LEE 
well-deserved rest from her labors. And 
may Your good and faithful servant re-
ceive Your own well done and the gift 
of Your eternal reward. 

In the hope that is found in Your 
name we pray. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
the approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the 
Journal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Alabama (Mr. CARL) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. CARL led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. Under clause 5(d) of 
rule XX, the Chair announces to the 
House that, in light of the passing of 
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. 
JACKSON LEE), the whole number of the 
House is 432. 

f 

AUTHORIZING THE SPEAKER TO 
DECLARE A RECESS ON WEDNES-
DAY, JULY 24, 2024, FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF RECEIVING IN 
JOINT MEETING HIS EXCEL-
LENCY BINYAMIN NETANYAHU, 
PRIME MINISTER OF ISRAEL 

Mr. CARL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that it may be in order 
at any time on Wednesday, July 24, 
2024, for the Speaker to declare a re-
cess, subject to the call of the Chair, 
for the purpose of receiving in joint 
meeting His Excellency Binyamin 
Netanyahu, Prime Minister of Israel. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from Ala-
bama? 

There was no objection. 

DIRE SITUATION IN GAZA 

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to highlight a report that 
came out last week from Oxfam on the 
destruction of water and sanitation in-
frastructure inside of Gaza by Israeli 
military operations. 

The Israeli military offensive has 
amounted to a total siege against the 
water infrastructure on which civilians 
rely. The report provides a detailed 
breakdown of the significant damage to 
water wells, storage reservoirs, desali-
nation plants, and wastewater facili-
ties. 

Oxfam’s attempts to import critical 
supplies like water desalination units 
and repair materials have also been ob-
structed by Israeli restrictions. The 
impact on public health has been cata-
strophic, with reported cases of water-
borne diseases skyrocketing. 

Mr. Speaker, the people of Gaza need 
a cease-fire now. They need a surge in 
humanitarian aid and an end to the ob-
struction of the supplies entering Gaza 
and for those supplies to be safely de-
livered to the people of Gaza. 

President Biden and Prime Minister 
Netanyahu have the power to make 
this happen. They can do it today. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CARL). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of rule 
I, the Chair declares the House in re-
cess subject to the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 5 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1545 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. OBERNOLTE) at 3 o’clock 
and 45 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or votes objected 
to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

CAPTAIN ELWIN SHOPTEESE VA 
CLINIC 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S. 
3249) to designate the outpatient clinic 
of the Department of Veterans Affairs 
in Wyandotte County, Kansas City, 
Kansas, as the ‘‘Captain Elwin 
Shopteese VA Clinic’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 3249 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION OF CAPTAIN ELWIN 

SHOPTEESE VA CLINIC. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The outpatient clinic of 

the Department of Veterans Affairs located 
at 9201 Parallel Parkway, Kansas City, Kan-
sas, shall after the date of the enactment of 
this Act be known and designated as the 
‘‘Captain Elwin Shopteese Department of 
Veterans Affairs Clinic’’ or the ‘‘Captain 
Elwin Shopteese VA Clinic’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in any 
law, regulation, map, document, paper, or 
other record of the United States to the out-
patient clinic referred to in subsection (a) 
shall be deemed to be a reference to the Cap-
tain Elwin Shopteese VA Clinic. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. BOST) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. TAKANO) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks on S. 
3249. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of S. 3249, a bill to designate the out-
patient clinic of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs at Wyandotte County, 
Kansas, the Captain Elwin Shopteese 
VA Clinic. 

A son of Kansas, Elwin ‘‘Al’’ 
Shopteese enlisted in the Kansas Na-
tional Guard after high school and 
joined the 137th Infantry Regiment. 
While in the Army, he deployed to Eu-
rope during World War II and fought on 
Omaha Beach and as part of the Battle 
of the Bulge. 

After fighting at Normandy, he re-
ceived a battlefield commission, re-
ceiving a Bronze Star and a Purple 
Heart for his heroic action. He then 
went on to volunteer to serve in the 
Korean war. 

After two wars, Captain Shopteese 
wasn’t done serving yet. After Korea, 
Al dedicated his life to community 
service, advocating for Native Ameri-
cans and becoming a councilmember 
for his Tribal nation. 

Al was also directly involved in the 
creation of the Indian Community Al-
coholism Resources Expeditors Recov-
ery Home, or the I.C.A.R.E. Recovery 
Home, which provides lifesaving treat-
ment, care, and support to people fight-
ing alcohol abuse. He served as the ex-
ecutive director of the home until he 
passed away on June 25, 1992. 

Al’s service to our Nation, veterans, 
and Native Americans will not be for-
gotten. He stands as a great example of 
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what it means to dedicate your life to 
serving others. 

I thank the sponsor of this bill, my 
friend from Kansas and the ranking 
member of the Senate Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee, Senator MORAN, as well as 
the entire Kansas delegation. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support S. 3249, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to express my 
support for S. 3249, a bill to designate 
the outpatient clinic of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs in Wyandotte 
County, Kansas City, Kansas, as the 
Captain Elwin Shopteese VA Clinic. 

A member of the Prairie Band Pota-
watomi Nation, Elwin Shopteese en-
listed in the Kansas National Guard 
shortly after graduating from high 
school in 1940. As World War II grew, 
Mr. Shopteese was mustered into the 
Army as a corporal and sent to train-
ing. 

By 1941, Corporal Shopteese was in 
Europe, where he saw combat in Nor-
mandy, northern France, and Rhine-
land. He fought in the Battle of Omaha 
Beach, and he saw battle again in the 
Battle of the Bulge, where his regiment 
rescued soldiers trapped by German 
combatants. 

Mr. Shopteese was awarded the 
Bronze Star for his work in connection 
with military operations against the 
Nazis near Herne, Germany, in 1945. His 
courageous actions at Omaha Beach 
earned him a rare battlefield commis-
sion, one of the highest honors that 
could be bestowed on a combat soldier. 

After continuing his military service 
during the Korean war, Mr. Shopteese 
left the U.S. Army as a captain. Upon 
returning home, Captain Shopteese 
dedicated his life to alcoholism preven-
tion programs, including forming the 
Indian Community Alcoholism Re-
sources Expeditors Recovery Home to 
help Native Americans combat alcohol 
abuse and turn their lives around. He 
continued his important work as the 
home’s executive director until his 
passing in 1992. 

Naming this clinic in his honor is a 
fitting way to pay tribute to Captain 
Shopteese’s heroic commitment to the 
Nation and his service to his commu-
nity. 

Mr. Speaker, I support this impor-
tant piece of legislation, and I ask all 
of my colleagues to join me in passing 
S. 3249 to designate the outpatient clin-
ic of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs in Wyandotte County, Kansas 
City, Kansas, as the Captain Elwin 
Shopteese VA Clinic. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I once again 
encourage all of our Members to sup-
port this legislation, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, S. 3249. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

THOMAS H. COREY VA MEDICAL 
CENTER 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 7333) to name the Department of 
Veterans Affairs medical center in 
West Palm Beach, Florida, as the 
‘‘Thomas H. Corey VA Medical Cen-
ter’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 7333 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. NAME OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-

ERANS AFFAIRS MEDICAL CENTER, 
WEST PALM BEACH, FLORIDA. 

The Department of Veterans Affairs med-
ical center in West Palm Beach, Florida, 
shall after the date of the enactment of this 
Act be known and designated as the ‘‘Thom-
as H. Corey VA Medical Center’’. Any ref-
erence to such medical center in any law, 
regulation, map, document, record, or other 
paper of the United States shall be consid-
ered to be a reference to the Thomas H. 
Corey VA Medical Center. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. BOST) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. TAKANO) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks on H.R. 
7333. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 7333 to name the Department of 
Veterans Affairs Medical Center in 
West Palm Beach, Florida, as the 
Thomas H. Corey VA Medical Center. 

Sergeant Thomas Corey served as a 
combat infantryman with the U.S. 
Army and was deployed in Vietnam in 
May 1967. In January 1968, while fight-
ing in the Tet Offensive, he was hit in 
the neck by an enemy round. The 
round hit his spinal cord and left him 
permanently paralyzed. This wound 
forced him to be medically retired from 
the Army in May 1968. 

Sergeant Corey received a Bronze 
Star for valor and two Purple Hearts 
for his service. As a veteran, Mr. Corey 
served on many local government and 

VA advisory boards, advocating for 
veterans and disabled veterans. He was 
a founding member of the Vietnam 
Veterans of America, West Palm Beach 
Chapter, later becoming its national 
president. 

Mr. Corey traveled to Vietnam 16 
times after the war, representing Viet-
nam Veterans of America’s POW, MIA, 
and Agent Orange initiatives. 

Thomas Corey was described by his 
friends and family as a shining light, 
having a positive attitude and a great 
sense of humor despite the visible scars 
and challenges he faced as a result of 
his service to our great Nation. He 
passed away on June 6, 2022, at the age 
of 77. 

By naming the VA’s medical center 
in his honor, Thomas Corey’s service to 
our Nation and our Nation’s veterans 
community will not be forgotten. I 
thank the sponsor of the bill, Rep-
resentative MAST, as well as the entire 
Florida delegation, who led this effort. 
I also thank Vietnam Veterans of 
America for their advocacy for this 
bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support H.R. 7333, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to express my 
support for H.R. 7333, a bill to des-
ignate the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Medical Center in West Palm 
Beach, Florida, as the Thomas H. 
Corey VA Medical Center. 

A recipient of the Bronze Star Medal 
with Valor, two Purple Hearts, the Air 
Medal, the Army Commendation 
Medal, a Presidential Unit Citation, a 
Valorous Unit Citation, the Republic of 
Vietnam Gallantry Cross, and the Com-
bat Infantry Badge, Thomas Corey was 
a decorated combat veteran and a 
steadfast advocate for his fellow vet-
erans, for his community, and for peace 
and reconciliation around the world. 

A native of Detroit, Mr. Corey was 
drafted into the United States Army in 
December 1966. He was deployed in 
Vietnam as a squad leader in the 1st 
Cavalry Division, and on the first day 
of the Tet Offensive, January 31, 1968, 
while engaged in an assault against 
enemy positions in the Quang Tri Prov-
ince, Mr. Corey was shot in the neck 
and permanently paralyzed. He was 
medically retired from the U.S. Army 
in May 1968. 

Mr. Corey did not let his injury stop 
him from working to serve those 
around him. In 1972, he relocated to 
West Palm Beach, Florida, where he 
became a veteran leader and advocate 
in his local community. Mr. Corey 
served on advisory boards with his 
local government, including VA med-
ical centers in Miami and West Palm 
Beach. In fact, Mr. Corey served over 15 
years as an ombudsman and program 
specialist in the medical center this 
bill will name in his honor. 

Mr. Corey’s work went far beyond his 
home in Florida. He was the founding 
member of the Palm Beach County 
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