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Any communications network with
ties to China, Russia, North Korea, and
Iran magnifies this target and endan-
gers our national security interests.

H.R. 820 helps address these concerns.
This bipartisan bill would require the
Federal Communications Commission
to publish a list within 4 months indi-
cating any entities with ties to China,
Russia, North Korea, and Iran that
hold wireless and undersea cable li-
censes that power our country’s mobile
and fixed communications networks.

The bill would also require the FCC
to issue rules in 18 months to help it
attain foreign ownership information
for the remaining authorization, 1li-
censes, and grants that the agency
issues. The FCC would then publish on
its list any additional entities with ties
to China, Russia, North Korea, and
Iran no later than 1 year after the new
rules are adopted. The FCC would also
need to update this entity list annu-
ally.

With this bill, we continue to secure
our communications networks and pro-
tect Americans from rogue nation-
states seeking to use our networks
against us. This bill will also help us
better protect our allies as they too
rely on our global undersea cable net-
work for broadband services.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 820, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from New York (Ms.
STEFANIK), the bill’s sponsor.

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, once
again, I rise today in support of bipar-
tisan legislation, the Foreign Adver-
sary Communications Transparency or
FACT Act.

I will thank again our Energy and
Commerce Chairwoman CATHY MCMOR-
RIS RODGERS, Chairman LATTA, Rank-
ing Member PALLONE, and the entire
committee for their support.

Additionally, I will take the time to
thank the previous chair of the Select
Committee on the Strategic Competi-
tion Between the United States and the
Chinese Communist Party, MIKE GAL-
LAGHER; the current chair, Chairman
JOHN MOOLENAAR; and Ranking Mem-
ber RAJA KRISHNAMOORTHI for their
work this Congress in advancing public
awareness of the dire threat that Com-
munist China poses to America’s pros-
perity and passing critical legislation
to counter that critical threat.

Communist China is using every tool
at its disposal to conduct a coordinated
campaign to surveil and collect infor-
mation on Americans. One of the ways
that the CCP is doing this is through
infiltrating our telecommunications
and technology markets.

Despite this clear and present threat
posed by Communist Chinese-con-
trolled telecommunications company,
many still maintain authorities to op-
erate in the United States. Even worse,
while some CCP-controlled companies
like Huawei and ZTE have been pub-
licly identified, there are other Com-
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munist Chinese telecom and tech com-
panies that have not yet drawn public
scrutiny.

My bipartisan FACT Act will provide
much-needed transparency into the
level of Communist China’s infiltration
into our technology sector.

The FACT Act will require the Fed-
eral Communications Commission to
publish a list of companies who both
hold FCC authorizations and have any
ownership by foreign adversarial gov-
ernments, including China, Russia,
Iran, and others.

This public disclosure will help to
shine a light on the malign access and
influence Communist Chinese compa-
nies have inside our tech and telecom
markets. We cannot allow companies
controlled by the CCP or other foreign
adversaries to have unfettered and un-
known access to our telecommuni-
cations infrastructure.

This legislation will give Americans
much-needed transparency and will
pave the way for future action to
counter these adversarial-owned listed
companies.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in supporting this bipartisan
bill to counter the influence of Com-
munist China and other foreign adver-
saries on America’s telecommuni-
cations infrastructure.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I, again,
urge support for this important legisla-
tion to protect us on a bipartisan basis,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, this legis-
lation came out of the Energy and
Commerce Committee 44-0. It shows
how important this legislation is, and I
urge support of H.R. 820.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. LATTA)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 820, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
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REMOVING OUR UNSECURE TECH-
NOLOGIES TO ENSURE RELI-
ABILITY AND SECURITY ACT

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 7589) to direct the Secretary of
Commerce, acting through the Assist-
ant Secretary of Commerce for Com-
munications and Information, to con-
duct a study of the national security
risks posed by consumer routers,
modems, and devices that combine a
modem and router, and for other pur-
poses.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 7589

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Removing
Our Unsecure Technologies to Ensure Reli-
ability and Security Act” or the “ROUTERS
Act”.

SEC. 2. STUDY OF NATIONAL SECURITY RISKS
POSED BY CERTAIN ROUTERS AND
MODEMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-
duct a study of the national security risks
posed by consumer routers, modems, and de-
vices that combine a modem and router that
are designed, developed, manufactured, or
supplied by persons owned by, controlled by,
or subject to the influence of a covered coun-
try.

?b) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 1
yvear after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
of the Senate a report on the results of the
study conducted under subsection (a).

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COVERED COUNTRY.—The term ‘‘covered
country’ means a country specified in sec-
tion 4872(d)(2) of title 10, United States Code.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’”
means the Secretary of Commerce, acting
through the Assistant Secretary of Com-
merce for Communications and Information.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. LATTA) and the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the
RECORD on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of my
legislation, H.R. 7589, the ROUTERS
Act.

Routers and modems play a key role
in communications networks. They are
the entry point through which the pub-
lic accesses the internet. Thus, we
must make sure that they are secure.

Bad actors can exploit vulnerabilities
in routers to infect users’ computers,
access their information, or disrupt
their networks.

National security agencies, including
the Director of National Intelligence,
the Department of Justice, and the De-
partment of Homeland Security, have
reported on the threat posed by the
vulnerability in routers and how some
Communist Chinese Party-sponsored
hackers have used these vulnerabilities
to launch attacks. We should take
these matters and reports seriously.

Further, we know that companies
with ties to the CCP could be forced to
support China’s intelligence activities.
We can imagine how they could use
vulnerabilities in their equipment to
aid these efforts.

That is why I am pleased to sponsor
the ROUTERS Act, which would direct



H5062

the Secretary of Commerce through
the Assistant Secretary of Communica-
tions and Information to study the na-
tional security risk posed by routers
and modems produced by companies
with ties to foreign adversaries. This
study will help Congress understand
the scope and risk of this threat and
will inform whether we need to remove
this equipment from our networks.
This legislation bolsters our bipar-

tisan efforts to remove untrusted
equipment from our communications
ecosystem.

In the past 4 years, we passed the Se-
cure and Trusted Communications Net-
works Act to remove Huawei and ZTE
equipment from our networks, and we
passed the Secure Equipment Act,
which prohibits the Federal Commu-
nications Commission from author-
izing equipment from untrusted ven-
dors. Today’s legislation builds on this
work.

I thank our chair, the gentlewoman
from Washington (Mrs. RODGERS), and
the members of the Energy and Com-
merce Committee for a strong bipar-
tisan vote for this legislation back in
March. It is imperative we move for-
ward with these efforts to mitigate the
widespread availability of this equip-
ment.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 7589, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
7589, the Removing Our Unsecure Tech-
nologies to Ensure Reliability and Se-
curity Act, or the ROUTERS Act.

This bill is an important step to pro-
vide Americans with the confidence to
trust that the devices they use in their
homes to connect to the internet are
free from the influence of our foreign
adversaries.

H.R. 7589 accomplishes this objective
by requiring the Secretary of Com-
merce, acting through the Assistant
Secretary of Commerce for Commu-
nications and Information, to study
the national security risk posed by
routers and modems found in American
homes that are manufactured or sold
to entities with ties to foreign adver-
sary countries. The Secretary must
also deliver a report to Congress of this
study within 1 year.

I think it is crucial that we under-
stand the cybersecurity and national
security risks that our networks face
from equipment that originates from
our foreign adversaries. This is espe-
cially true given that our Nation’s
communications networks are an inte-
gral component to nearly every facet of
American life, which also makes them
prime targets for attack.

This legislation will help us to better
protect American families and our
country from bad actors who want to
carry out malicious attacks.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representative
PELTOLA and Chairman LATTA of the
Subcommittee on Communications and
Technology for their bipartisan work
on this bill.
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Mr. Speaker, this is another bill that
is part of this effort to try to make
sure that our foreign adversaries are
not hurting us in many ways in the
communications sector. It is an impor-
tant bill, and I urge my colleagues to
vote for it on a bipartisan basis. I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, this legis-
lation moved through the Energy and
Commerce Committee 43-0, showing
the absolute importance of moving this
legislation through. I urge support of
H.R. 7589 and yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MEUSER). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. LATTA) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R.
7589.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

DECOUPLING FROM FOREIGN AD-
VERSARIAL BATTERY DEPEND-
ENCE ACT

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 8631) to prohibit the Secretary of
Homeland Security from procuring cer-
tain foreign-made batteries, and for
other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 8631

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Decoupling
from Foreign Adversarial Battery Dependence
Act”.

SEC. 2. PROHIBITION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS FOR PROCUREMENT OF CER-
TAIN BATTERIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on October 1,
2027, none of the funds authorized to be appro-
priated or otherwise made available for the De-
partment of Homeland Security may be obli-
gated to procure a battery produced by an enti-
ty specified in subsection (b).

(b) ENTITIES SPECIFIED.—The entities specified
in this subsection are the following:

(1) Contemporary Amperex Technology Com-
pany, Limited (also known as “CATL”).

(2) BYD Company, Limited.

(3) Envision Energy, Limited.

(4) EVE Energy Company, Limited.

(5) Gotion High tech Company, Limited.

(6) Hithium Energy Storage Technology com-
pany, Limited.

(7) Any entity on any list required under
clauses (i), (ii), (iv), or (v) of section 2(d)(2)(B)
of Public Law 117-78 (commonly referred to as
the “Uyghur Forced Labor Prevention Act”).

(8) Any entity identified by the Secretary of
Defense as a Chinese military company pursu-
ant to section 1260H of the William M. (Mac)
Thornberry National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2021 (10 U.S.C. 113 note).

(9) Any entity included in Supplement No. 4 to
part 744 of title 15, Code of Federal Regulations,
or any successor regulation.

(10) Any subsidiary or successor to an entity
specified in paragraphs (1) through (9).

(¢c) TREATMENT OF PRODUCTION.—For pur-
poses of this section, a battery shall be treated
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as produced by an entity specified in subsection
(b) if such entity—

(1) assembles or manufactures the final prod-
uct that uses such battery; or

(2) creates or otherwise provides a majority of
the components used in such battery.

(d) WAIVERS.—

(1) RELATING TO ASSESSMENT.—The Secretary
of Homeland Security may waive the limitation
under subsection (a) if the Secretary assesses in
the affirmative all of the following:

(A) The batteries to be procured do not pose a
national security, data, or infrastructure risk to
the United States.

(B) There is no available alternative to pro-
cure batteries that are—

(i) of similar or better cost and quality; and

(ii) produced by an entity not specified in sub-
section (b).

(2) RELATING TO RESEARCH.—The Secretary of
Homeland Security may waive the limitation
under subsection (a) if the Secretary determines
that the batteries to be procured are for the sole
purpose of research, evaluation, training, test-
ing, or analysis

(3) CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION.—Not later
than 15 days after granting a waiver under this
subsection, the Secretary of Homeland Security
shall submit to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs of the Senate a notification relat-
ing thereto.

(e) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of Homeland Security shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of the
Senate a report on the anticipated impacts on
mission and costs on the Department of Home-
land Security associated with carrying out this
section, including with respect to following com-
ponents of the Department:

(1) U.S. Customs and Border Protection, in-
cluding the U.S. Border Patrol.

(2) U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment, including Homeland Security Investiga-
tions.

(3) The United States Secret Service.

(4) The Transportation Security Administra-
tion.

(5) The United States Coast Guard.

(6) The Federal Protective Service.

(7) The Federal Emergency Management
Agency.

(8) The Federal Law Enforcement Training
Centers.

(9) The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Se-
curity Agency.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. GIMENEZ) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. IVEY) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 8631,
the bill now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of my bill, H.R. 8631, the Decoupling
from Foreign Adversarial Battery De-
pendence Act.
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