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proficient people benefits everyone as
well.

Developing and implementing best
practices to overcome barriers ensures
that every individual, regardless of
their linguistic background, receives
the care they need and deserve.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague,
Congresswoman STEEL, for co-leading
this bill, and I also would like to take
an opportunity to thank all of the com-
mittee staff and the staff from all of
our teams for all of the wonderful work
that they put into not just this bill but
the many bills we are discussing this
evening.

One of the things that frustrates me
about being a Congressman is that
beautiful moments like this when we
come together and work on a bipar-
tisan basis will never be seen on the
news. If somebody gets into an argu-
ment with somebody in committee,
they will carry that over and over and
over, which leads the American people
to believe we do not work together and
that we do not care about everyone.
Yes, we do.

So, once again, I thank the chair-
woman, the ranking member, and ev-
eryone on the committee for bringing
these wonderful bills to the floor and
the many bills we have yet to work on
throughout the rest of this year.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote for this bill.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.
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Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, I would urge support for this bipar-
tisan bill because it is so important for
improving access for telehealth serv-
ices for persons with limited English
proficiency, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, in closing, I encourage a
“yes’ vote, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Washington
(Mrs. RODGERS) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6033, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

TELEHEALTH ENHANCEMENT FOR
MENTAL HEALTH ACT OF 2024

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 7858) to amend
title XVIII of the Social Security Act
to establish a Medicare incident to
modifier for mental health services fur-
nished through telehealth, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 7858

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Telehealth En-
hancement for Mental Health Act of 2024 or
the “TELEMH Act of 2024°’.

SEC. 2. ESTABLISHMENT OF MEDICARE INCIDENT
TO MODIFIER FOR MENTAL HEALTH
SERVICES FURNISHED THROUGH
TELEHEALTH AND OTHER TELE-
HEALTH SERVICES.

Section 1834(m) of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 1395m(m)) is amended by adding at the
end the following new paragraph:

“(10) REQUIRED USE OF MODIFIERS IN CERTAIN
INSTANCES.—Not later than January 1, 2026, the
Secretary shall establish requirements to include
a code or modifier, as determined appropriate by
the Secretary, in the case of claims for tele-
health services under this subsection that are
billed incident to a physician’s or practitioner’s
professional service.”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Washington (Mrs. RODGERS) and the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. PAL-
LONE) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Washington.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days in which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material in the RECORD on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Washington?

There was no objection.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
7858, the Telehealth Enhancement for
Mental Health Act of 2024, led by the
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. JAMES),
a valuable member of the House En-
ergy and Commerce Committee.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. JAMES’ legislation
will put in place program integrity
measures so that we can better under-
stand the extent to which telehealth is
working for patients on Medicare.

Over the past several years, tele-
health has proven itself to be a vital
way for patients to access care, espe-
cially in rural communities. Tele-
health services are still being used
widely among Medicare beneficiaries
compared to prepandemic levels. Eval-
uation and management services, such
as doctors’ visits and following up to
imaging, have accounted for nearly all
of telehealth spending in Medicare.

As Congress works to continue allow-
ing seniors to access telehealth
through Medicare, this bill will imple-
ment a key recommendation from the
Department of Health and Human
Services inspector general to increase
transparency and allow more detailed
data collection on types of providers
performing telehealth services.

This will help ensure Medicare bene-
ficiaries are not just benefiting from
expanded access and quality care, but
the best value these technologies have
to offer.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE,

Washington, DC, September 11, 2024.
Hon. JASON SMITH,
Chair, Committee on Ways and Means,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIR SMITH: I write regarding H.R.
7858, the “TELEMH Act of 2024,” which was
referred in addition to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

I ask that the Committee forgo action on
the bill so that it may be scheduled for con-
sideration on the House floor. This conces-
sion would in no way affect the Committee’s
jurisdiction over the subject matter of the
bill. In addition, should a conference on the
bill be necessary, I would support the Com-
mittee’s request for conferees on the con-
ference committee. Finally, I would be
pleased to include this letter and your re-
sponse in the Congressional Record during
debate on the bill.

Thank you for your consideration of my
request and for the extraordinary coopera-
tion shown by you and your staff over mat-
ters of shared jurisdiction. I look forward to
further opportunities to work with you this
Congress.

Sincerely,
CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS,
Chair.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS,
Washington, DC, September 11, 2024.
Hon. CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS,
Chair, Committee on Energy and Commerce,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIR MCMORRIS RODGERS: Thank
you for your letter regarding H.R. 7858, the
“TELEMH Act of 2024.” As you noted, the
Committee on Ways and Means was granted
an additional referral on this bill. I agree to
forego action on this bill so that it may pro-
ceed expeditiously to the House floor for con-
sideration.

The Committee takes this action with our
mutual understanding that by foregoing con-
sideration of H.R. 7858 at this time, we do
not waive any jurisdiction over subject mat-
ter contained in this bill or similar legisla-
tion, and that our Committee will be appro-
priately consulted and involved as the bill or
similar legislation moves forward so that we
may address any remaining issues in our ju-
risdiction. Our Committee also reserves the
right to seek appointment of an appropriate
number of conferees to any House-Senate
conference involving this or similar legisla-
tion, and asks that you support any such re-
quest.

Finally, I would ask that a copy of our ex-
change of letters on this matter be included
in the Congressional Record during floor
consideration of H.R. 7858.

Sincerely,
JASON SMITH,
Chairman.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
78568, the Telehealth Enhancement for
Mental Health Act.

This bill directs the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to develop
a modifier on claims submitted to
Medicare for mental health services
furnished through telehealth. This
modifier will allow the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services to iden-
tify when mental health services are
being provided virtually by different
types of providers and will help ensure
beneficiaries receiving mental health
support remotely can access care when
they need it.
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We know that mental health care is
healthcare. In the face of an ongoing
mental health and substance use dis-
order epidemic, it is critical that Medi-
care beneficiaries are able to access be-
havioral and mental health services
virtually.

This bill will ensure Medicare bene-
ficiaries enjoy continued access to
high-quality telemental health services
from a range of qualified providers.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in voting ‘‘yes’” on H.R. 7858,
and I reserve the balance of my time.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. JAMES).

Mr. JAMES. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman from Washington
(Mrs. RODGERS), my chairwoman,
friend, and mentor, for her stellar lead-
ership and for giving me a shot.

One of the big reasons why I ran for
Congress in the first place was to help
people, and this bill, with strong bipar-
tisan support, is going to take another
step in helping everyday Americans.

I rise today to speak about my crit-
ical bill, H.R. 7858, the Telehealth En-
hancement for Mental Health Act of
2024. At a time when mental health
needs are soaring, this bill will revolu-
tionize access to mental health care by
ushering transformative changes to
Medicare reimbursement policies for
mental health services provided for by
telehealth.

It will modernize healthcare delivery
by establishing a new modifier, or code,
tailored explicitly for telehealth-deliv-
ered mental health services.

In layman’s terms, in normal peo-
ple’s terms, it is hard out there. It is
tough out there, and Americans need
and deserve help from the folks that
they sent here to represent them. Sim-
ply, this bill is a critical step toward
realizing the full potential of tele-
health in delivering these vital mental
health services to Americans who are
at their wits end.

By introducing a specific modifier for
telehealth-based mental health serv-
ices, we are not only streamlining the
billing and reimbursement processes,
cutting red tape, but also amplifying
access for those in need regardless of
their geographic barriers or their eco-
nomic abilities.

Mr. Speaker, this is a no-brainer.
Right now, our Nation is experiencing
a hopelessness crisis, and this bipar-
tisan legislation will allow millions to
get the care that they need right when
and where they need it.

The bottom line is this legislation is
going to save lives, and I ask all of my
colleagues to please support this com-
monsense, bipartisan legislation.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I am prepared to close, and I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, again,
now, we are dealing with another im-
portant telehealth bill for mental
health services, and I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill, as well, on
both sides of the aisle, and I yield back
the balance of my time.
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Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, in closing, I urge a ‘‘yes”
vote, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Washington
(Mrs. RODGERS) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 7858, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘‘A bill to amend title XVIII
of the Social Security Act to establish
a Medicare incident to modifier for
mental health services furnished
through telehealth and other tele-
health services.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

LAUNCH COMMUNICATIONS ACT

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (S. 1648) to facilitate
access to the electromagnetic spec-
trum for commercial space launches
and commercial space reentries, and
for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 1648

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the
Communications Act”.

SEC. 2. ACCESS TO ELECTROMAGNETIC SPEC-
TRUM FOR COMMERCIAL SPACE
LAUNCHES AND REENTRIES.

(a) SERVICE RULES; ALLOCATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Commission shall—

(A) complete any proceeding in effect as of
such date of enactment related to the adop-
tion of service rules for access to the fre-
quencies described in subsection (c¢) for com-
mercial space launches and commercial
space reentries, including technical speci-
fications, eligibility requirements, and co-
ordination procedures to preserve the de-
fense capabilities of the United States; and

(B) allocate on a secondary basis such fre-
quencies for commercial space launches and
commercial space reentries.

(2) COORDINATION WITH NATIONAL TELE-
COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION ADMINIS-
TRATION.—The coordination procedures
adopted under paragraph (1)(A) shall include
requirements for persons conducting com-
mercial space launches and commercial
space reentries to coordinate with the As-
sistant Secretary regarding access to the fre-
quencies described in subsection (¢) for com-
mercial space launches and commercial
space reentries.

(3) LIMITATION.—Access to the frequencies
described in subsection (¢) in accordance
with the service rules adopted under sub-
paragraph (A) of paragraph (1), and the allo-
cation of such frequencies under subpara-
graph (B) of that paragraph, shall be limited
to the use of such frequencies for commer-
cial space launches and commercial space re-
entries.

(b) STREAMLINING OF PROCESS FOR GRANT-
ING AUTHORIZATIONS.—Not later than 180
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days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Commission shall issue new regula-
tions to streamline the process for granting
authorizations for access to the frequencies
described in subsection (c¢) for commercial
space launches and commercial space reen-
tries so as to provide for—

(1) authorizations that include access to
such frequencies for multiple commercial
space launches from 1 or more Federal space
launch sites and multiple commercial space
reentries to 1 or more Federal space reentry
sites;

(2) authorizations that include access to
such frequencies for multiple commercial
space launches from 1 or more private space
launch sites and multiple commercial space
reentries to 1 or more private space reentry
sites, upon successful coordination with any
Federal space launch site within a range for
access to such frequencies such that such a
commercial space launch or commercial
space reentry would not cause harmful inter-
ference with Federal systems;

(3) authorizations that include access to
multiple uses of such frequencies for com-
mercial space launch or commercial space
reentry;

(4) electronic filing and processing of appli-
cations for authorizations for access to such
frequencies for commercial space launches
and commercial space reentries; and

(5) improved coordination by the Commis-
sion with the Assistant Secretary (who shall
coordinate with the head of any other Fed-
eral agency, as the Assistant Secretary con-
siders appropriate) to increase the speed of
review of applications for authorizations for
access to such frequencies for commercial
space launches and commercial space reen-
tries, including coordination to increase au-
tomation similar to the automation de-
scribed in the service rules established by
the Commission and the Assistant Secretary
to promote the development and use, by en-
tities other than the Federal Government, of
spectrum in other bands, including bands
with the frequencies between 71 and 76
gigahertz, between 81 and 86 gigahertz, and
between 92 and 95 gigahertz.

(c) FREQUENCIES DESCRIBED.—The fre-
quencies described in this subsection are the
frequencies between 2025 and 2110 megahertz,
between 2200 and 2290 megahertz, and be-
tween 2360 and 2395 megahertz.

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Each range of
frequencies described in this section shall be
construed to be inclusive of the upper and
lower frequencies in the range.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ASSISTANT SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘As-
sistant Secretary’” means the Assistant Sec-
retary of Commerce for Communications and
Information.

(2) COMMERCIAL SPACE LAUNCH.—The term
‘“‘commercial space launch’ means a launch
licensed under chapter 509 of title 51, United
States Code.

(3) COMMERCIAL SPACE REENTRY.—The term
‘“‘commercial space reentry’”’ means a reentry
licensed under chapter 509 of title 51, United
States Code.

(4) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission”
means the Federal Communications Com-
mission.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Washington (Mrs. RODGERS) and the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. PAL-
LONE) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Washington.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
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