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Again, this information is critical as
we move forward, as we look for solu-
tions and put an end to this crisis that
is plaguing our country.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Chair, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Chair, in closing, again, it is a
simple report. It is valuable informa-
tion. It is time that all cities, all com-
munities enforce the Federal law. It is
time to deport the illegals who are
draining our system, taking money
away from American citizens.

Mr. Chair, I urge adoption of my
amendment, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from Tennessee (Mr. OGLES).

The amendment was agreed to.

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. MORAN).
There being no further amendments,
under the rule, the Committee rises.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
CLOUD) having assumed the chair, Mr.
MORAN, Acting Chair of the Committee
of the Whole House on the state of the
Union, reported that that Committee,
having had under consideration the bill
(H.R. 5717) to provide that sanctuary
jurisdictions that provide benefits to
aliens who are present in the United
States without lawful status under the
immigration laws are ineligible for
Federal funds intended to benefit such
aliens, and, pursuant to House Resolu-
tion 1455, he reported the bill, as
amended by that resolution, back to
the House with sundry amendments
adopted in the Committee of the
Whole.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the rule, the previous question is or-
dered.

Is a separate vote demanded on any
amendment reported from the Com-
mittee of the Whole? If not, the Chair
will put them en gros.

The amendments were agreed to.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the engrossment and
third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

MOTION TO RECOMMIT

Mr. BOWMAN. Mr. Speaker, I have a
motion to recommit at the desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will report the motion to recom-
mit.

The Clerk read as follows:

Mr. BOWMAN of New York moves to recom-
mit the bill H.R. 5717 to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 2(b) of rule XIX, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the motion
to recommit.

The question is on the motion to re-
commit.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.
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Mr. BOWMAN. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question are post-
poned.

————————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or votes objected
to under clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

———

ENHANCED PRESIDENTIAL
SECURITY ACT OF 2024

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 9106) to direct the Director of the
United States Secret Service to apply
the same standards for determining the
number of agents required to protect
Presidents, Vice Presidents, and major
Presidential and Vice-Presidential can-
didates, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 9106

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Enhanced
Presidential Security Act of 2024°.

SEC. 2. UNIFORM STANDARDS FOR SECRET SERV-
ICE PROTECTION OF PRESIDENTS,
VICE PRESIDENTS, AND MAJOR
PRESIDENTIAL AND VICE PRESI-
DENTIAL CANDIDATES.

The Director of the United States Secret
Service shall apply the same standards for
determining the number of agents required
to protect Presidents, Vice Presidents, and
major Presidential and Vice Presidential
candidates.

SEC. 3. REPORT.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Director of the
United States Secret Service shall conduct a
comprehensive review of the provision of
protection by the Secret Service for Presi-
dents, Vice Presidents, former Presidents,
and major Presidential and Vice Presidential
candidates, and submit to the Committee on
the Judiciary of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on the Judiciary of
the Senate a report that includes the find-
ings from such review, along with any rec-
ommendations for improving the provision
of protection.

SEC. 4. DEFINITION.

In this Act, the term ‘‘major Presidential
and Vice Presidential candidates’ has the
meaning given such term in section 3056 of
title 18, United States Code, and includes
any other Presidential or Vice Presidential
candidate for whom the President has other-
wise authorized the Secret Service to pro-
tect.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MORAN). Pursuant to the rule, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. JORDAN) and the
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gentleman from New York (Mr. NAD-
LER) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 9106.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from New York (Mr.
LAWLER), my friend, who is the sponsor
of this critical legislation.

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the chairman for yielding.

In America, elections are determined
at the ballot box, not by an assassin’s
bullet.

In recent months, we have seen two
such attempts on the life of former
President Donald Trump: first in Penn-
sylvania, and most recently in Florida.

That these incidents were allowed to
occur is a stain on our country. We
have endured through assassinations of
political leaders, including Presidents.
It is destructive to our country. It is
destructive to our democracy, our con-
stitutional Republic, and it undermines
the confidence that Americans have in
their government and in the electoral
process.

But for a millimeter’s difference,
Donald Trump would be dead. But for a
millimeter’s difference, an assassin
would have upended our election. Re-
gardless of how every American feels,
regardless of how every American in-
tends to vote, it is the right of the
American people to determine the out-
come of this election.

The idea that our election could be
decided by an assassin’s bullet should
shake the conscience of our Nation,
and it requires swift action by the Fed-
eral Government. It requires Congress
to ensure that the Secret Service pro-
vides the same level of protection as it
does to the President of the United
States to the leading candidates for
President. In this case, they are former
President Trump and Vice President
HARRIS.

Either one of them is going to be
President come January 20, 2025, and
the American people should get to
make that choice.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
from New York (Mr. TORRES) for assist-
ing in immediately moving to intro-
duce this legislation in the aftermath
of the first assassination attempt on
Donald Trump.

It is shocking that it took a second
assassination attempt for Donald
Trump to get the same level of protec-
tive detail from the Secret Service as
the President of the United States. It
shouldn’t have come to that, which is
all the more reason why this bill is
necessary. It will ensure that this
never happens again and that the Se-
cret Service conduct an immediate re-
view to determine what resources are
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needed, what personnel is needed, and
report immediately back to Congress.

This will ensure that every candidate
running for President gets the same
level of protective detail as the current
President and that the same level of
protective detail afforded to the Vice
President is afforded to the Vice-Presi-
dential candidate.
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We have a responsibility to ensure
their safety and their well-being.

I also commend my colleagues, Con-
gressman MIKE KELLY and JASON CROW,
who are leading the House Task Force
on the Attempted Assassination of
Donald J. Trump. Their work to inves-
tigate this incident and the detailed
shortcomings within the Secret Service
will certainly help Congress implement
further meaningful reforms in the fu-
ture and ensure the funding and re-
sources are available.

I think the most important thing for
the American people to understand is
that it is the responsibility of the gov-
ernment to ensure that our elections
are free, fair, and decided by the Amer-
ican people at the ballot box, and that
any attempt, either by a foreign gov-
ernment or by a fellow citizen, to un-
dermine that by trying to assassinate a
political candidate must be stopped at
all costs.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Speaker John-
son, Leader SCALISE, and Chairman
JORDAN for swiftly moving to advance
this legislation to the floor for a vote.
I encourage every single one of my col-
leagues, regardless of their political
views, regardless of whether they like
or dislike one of the candidates, to rec-
ognize the fundamental fact that we
have a responsibility to ensure their
safety and well-being and let the Amer-
ican people decide who will be Presi-
dent, not an assassin and not an assas-
sin’s bullet.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 9106, the Enhanced
Presidential Security Act of 2024, re-
quires the Secret Service to apply the
same standards for determining the
number of agents required to protect
Presidents, Vice Presidents, and major
Presidential and Vice-Presidential can-
didates.

It also directs the Secret Service to
conduct a review of the provision of
protection provided to these individ-
uals and to report its findings and rec-
ommendations to Congress.

I support this legislation to ensure
that the Secret Service has the tools,
resources, and procedures necessary to
keep our highest elected officials and
candidates safe, which is critical to our
democratic system of government.

In advancing this legislation, Repub-
licans are hoping to distract from the
common denominator in every success-
ful assassination of a U.S. President, as
well as the attempted assassination of
President Reagan and the attempted
assassination of former Presidents and
Presidential candidates Theodore Roo-
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sevelt and Donald Trump. In every sin-
gle one of these events, the weapon
used was a gun.

The fact is that the work of the Se-
cret Service is made infinitely more
difficult by our lax gun laws.

This Congress, the Republican major-
ity has repeatedly sought to further
weaken our gun laws, endangering our
children, our law enforcement officers,
our communities, and even their own
Presidential candidate.

Last year, after a mass shooter killed
six people, including three children, at
a school in Nashville, Republicans
fought to make sure everyone could
continue to acquire the accessory that
shooter used in circumvention of the
National Firearms Act.

Earlier this year, our Republican col-
leagues cheered as the Supreme Court,
stacked with Republican nominees,
struck down the regulation of bump
stocks, allowing the accessory used in
the deadliest mass shooting in U.S. his-
tory to again be available to the public
without even a background check.

When the Senate tried to bring up
legislation to again regulate bump
stocks, Senate Republicans blocked it.
Similar legislation in the House has
just one Republican cosponsor, and the
Republican majority has refused to ad-
vance it.

Just today, Republicans used their
control of the Judiciary Committee to
advance a bill that would weaken the
Bipartisan Safer Communities Act, re-
invigorate the black market for guns,
and reopen the online and private sale
loophole. That legislation would make
it so that convicted felons, domestic
abusers, and other dangerous persons
who are prohibited from possessing a
gun could easily get one without a
background check. It would make it so
that unlicensed sellers could, once
again, profit from endangering our
communities.

It doesn’t stop there. Not only have
they sought to unravel our gun laws
through legislation and our courts, but
our Republican colleagues have also
sought to defund the Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explo-
sives, the primary agency tasked with
enforcing our gun laws, including by
helping State and local law enforce-
ment solve violent crimes and keep
guns out of the wrong hands.

The cumulative effect of these efforts
is clear. We know from headline after
headline that it is far too easy for vio-
lent individuals to get a gun and end a
life or many lives in a matter of sec-
onds. That is true whether the
attacker targets schoolchildren, a do-
mestic partner, a house of worship, or
a Presidential candidate.

The challenges faced by the Secret
Service would be vastly diminished if
we passed any one of our many pro-
posals to keep guns out of the wrong
hands, but over and over, Republicans
have prioritized access to deadly weap-
ons over the safety of our commu-
nities.

I support this legislation because the
Secret Service must be able to protect
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our highest elected officials and can-
didates, but this legislation will do
nothing to make the rest of us any
safer or change the fact that gun vio-
lence continues to take the lives of
more than 100 Americans every single
day.

As Republicans yet again rush head-
long toward a government shutdown,
unable to even manage the most basic
aspects of governing, and as they con-
tinue to oppose every action to prevent
gun violence, Democrats will continue
to fight to make our communities safer
for every American.

Mr. Speaker, I nonetheless urge my
colleagues to support this modest legis-
lation, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, let me
get this straight. Some crazy guy on
the left tries to assassinate President
Trump, and it is Republicans’ fault?
That is what we just heard.

Next thing they are going to say is,
oh, some crazy guy on the left tries to
assassinate President Trump, and it is
President Trump’s fault. Oh, wait a
minute. They said that, too.

This is ridiculous. We have a bipar-
tisan bill that Representative LAWLER
went to Democrats to work with them
on, something that everyone knows
needs to happen, and what does the
ranking member do? He says it is Re-
publicans’ fault. What do Democrats
do? What does the left do? They say it
is President Trump’s fault. You cannot
make this stuff up.

After all that President Trump has
been through, they go to that. After
they spied on his campaign, after
Mueller, after impeachment, after they
raided his home, after they tried the
crazy 14th Amendment idea that the
best way to beat him is not let him
play the game, not let him go on the
ballot—thank goodness the Supreme
Court decided 9-0 that was bogus. That
is what they do.

I wasn’t even going to talk. I was
going to let Mr. LAWLER, who has done
the work on this, handle all this. His
remarks were totally bipartisan, not
partisan at all. I was just going to let
this good piece of legislation that is
going to g0 on suspension—everyone is
going to vote for it—just let it happen,
but no, they cannot help themselves. It
is ridiculous.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
New York (Mr. LAWLER), who is work-
ing in the proper fashion on a good
piece of legislation that will protect, as
he indicated in his opening remarks,
both former President Trump and Vice
President HARRIS. That is what we
want in America.

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, on the
issue of gun violence in America, I
think about New York and the disas-
trous cashless bail law, which was put
into effect and supported by the rank-
ing member and continues to be sup-
ported by the ranking member, in
which more than 80 percent of perps
who are carrying and using a gun are
released back out onto the street.



September 19, 2024

I will quote New York City Mayor
Eric Adams: ‘“When it comes to guns,
this year, 2,386 people were arrested
with a gun. Of those, approximately
1,921 are out on the street.”

Eric Adams went on to say:

‘“Arrested with a gun, out on the
street.”

““Gun arrests in custody, 19.5 percent.
Out of custody, over 80 percent.”

‘“How do you take a gun law seri-
ously when the overwhelming numbers
are back on the streets after carrying a
gun?”’

Eric Adams says very clearly that
you can’t take it seriously when you
refuse to prosecute people who use
guns in the commission of a crime.

So many of my colleagues in New
York have been so clueless about this.
They talk about gun violence, but they
have no problem allowing a criminal
using guns in the commission of a
crime to be put back on the street to
do it again and again. It is wrong.

If you want to crack down on gun vi-
olence in America, then prosecute
criminals who use guns in the commis-
sion of a crime, but no, we don’t want
to do that.

New York raised the age so 16- and
17-year-olds are being treated in family
court rather than criminal court, and
the gangs are using them, letting them
use guns in the commission of a crime
because they know they are going to
get a slap on the wrist.

Let’s get serious about gun violence
in America. Let’s crack down on crimi-
nals who actually use guns in the com-
mission of a crime.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, this Na-
tion is awash in guns. It is the only Na-
tion where we have, time after time
after time, school shootings, where we
aren’t even surprised at mass shooting
events in schools. We are the only Na-
tion that has mass shooting events be-
cause of our lax gun laws, because we
are awash in guns.

Mr. LAWLER says we should prosecute
people who use guns in crimes. I agree.
We certainly should. We certainly
should do that, and if the people of New
York aren’t, they should. I can’t com-
ment on the New York laws. I haven’t
been in the legislature in 32 years. Mr.
LAWLER has been there more recently.

The fact of the matter is, this coun-
try is awash in guns, and Mr. JORDAN
says that a left-winger attempted to
assassinate former President Trump.
We don’t know that. The person who
attempted to assassinate him, we
know, researched the whereabouts of
former President Trump. He researched
the whereabouts of President Biden. He
seemed to want to kill somebody, and
the evidence seems to point out that
the reason he attacked Trump and not
Biden was because Trump was holding
a rally near where he was. However,
the fact is he is dead, and we don’t
know. We certainly don’t know his po-
litical opinions.

In any event, this country is awash
in guns.

While this bill is a good bill, we
should equally protect our Presidential
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candidates, whether they are the in-
cumbent President or the would-be
President and Vice-Presidential can-
didates. The fact is that Presidential
candidates and all of us are less safe
because this country is awash in guns,
and it is the only country in the
world—I shouldn’t say that—there are
countries where genocide is being com-
mitted, like Darfur in Sudan, but it is
one of the only countries in the world
awash in guns.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 4 minutes to the
gentleman from New York (Mr.
TORRES), the cosponsor of this bill.

Mr. TORRES of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the ranking member
for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to partner
with my colleague, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. LAWLER), on a matter of
urgent importance to our Nation.

The United States is entering an age
of ever-escalating political violence, as
evidenced by the violent assault on the
United States Capitol on January 6 and
as evidenced by not one but two at-
tempted assassinations of a former
President.

On July 13, the difference between an
attempted assassination and a com-
pleted assassination was not the skill
of the Secret Service. It was luck.

If the gunman had been slightly more
precise in his shooting, or if the former
President had moved ever so slightly to
his right, the former President would
have been killed. The fact that Amer-
ica stood inches and seconds away from
a national crisis is itself a crisis.

The security of a major Presidential
candidate, whether it be Democratic
nominee Vice President HARRIS or Re-
publican nominee former President
Donald Trump, cannot be left to
chance.
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Hoping for the best and lucking out
is not a policy prescription for pro-
tecting a President or a Presidential
candidate.

Both the House and the Senate, both
Democrats and Republicans, should be
dedicated to a bipartisan, bicameral
proposition that both major Presi-
dential candidates of both parties are
entitled to the highest level of Secret
Service protection, not only for their
sake, but for our Nation’s.

One final point is that the Secret
Service urgently needs not only more
resources but also deeper structural re-
forms. Only 30 percent of the Secret
Service budget is dedicated to protec-
tive operations. The remaining 70 per-
cent is spent on legacy functions that
trace back to the Secret Service’s time
in the Treasury Department.

The role the Secret Service plays in
financial law enforcement does not re-
flect a rational allocation of resources
and responsibilities. It is an accident of
history and a relic of the past that
should be reexamined by the United
States Congress.

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.
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Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I am pre-
pared to close, and I yield myself the
balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, once again, the Federal
Government is just as it was this same
time last year, on the brink of shutting
down, threatening to cut off essential
services for millions of Americans.

Instead of addressing the real needs
of the American people, Republicans
have spent this week spreading misin-
formation about immigrants, attempt-
ing to hide from their own record on
reproductive care, and evading their re-
sponsibility to govern.

In bringing up this legislation, they
seek to distract the American people
from the fact that their own actions
have repeatedly made every American,
from Presidential candidates to school-
children, more at risk of gun violence.

When Democrats take back the
House, we will work to make everyone
in this Nation safer, but for today, I
urge Members to support this legisla-
tion, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, I urge a
“‘yes’ vote on this commonsense, good
legislation that is designed to protect
our Presidential candidates, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. JORDAN)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 9016, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

HONORING BISHOP W.C. MARTIN
AND HIS WIFE, FIRST LADY
DONNA MARTIN

(Mr. MORAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MORAN. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor Bishop W.C. Martin,
pastor of Bennett Chapel Missionary
Baptist Church in Possum Trot, Texas,
and his wife, First Lady Donna Martin.

Nearly three decades ago, Bishop
Martin and his wife, Donna, who al-
ready had two Dbiological children,
adopted another four, starting a move-
ment of 22 families within the Possum
Trot community to adopt or foster
children without a home.

Mrs. Martin was inspired to adopt
after the death of her beloved mother,
Murtha, who had raised 18 children.
She stated: And the Holy Spirit said,
think about those other children out
there that do not have what you had
with your mother. I was overcome with
such warmness, I walked back into the
house, picked up the Yellow Pages, and
called an adoption agency.
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