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Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S. 

3639, which names a post office in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, for Robert Hayden. 

Hayden was born in Detroit, Michi-
gan, where he attended Detroit City 
College, now Wayne State University, 
before going on to earn a master of arts 
degree from the University of Michi-
gan. 

During his lifetime, he published nine 
collections of poetry with much of his 
work touching on the Black American 
experience. 

In 1969, he began to teach at the Uni-
versity of Michigan, becoming the first 
Black faculty member in the univer-
sity’s English department. 

In 1976, he became the first African 
American to be appointed consultant 
in poetry to the Library of Congress, a 
position that is known today as poet 
laureate. 

Hayden passed away in 1980 in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I am delighted to echo 
the gentleman from Kansas in express-
ing support for S. 3639 for the naming 
of the post office after Robert Hayden. 

My colleague stated well his career. 
He did publish nine different collec-
tions of poetry, including the very 
well-reviewed ‘‘Heart-Shape in the 
Dust,’’ ‘‘Figures of Time,’’ and ‘‘A Bal-
lad of Remembrance.’’ 

His writings leaned on his own study 
of American history, exploring the 
complexities of the Black American ex-
perience and situating it within the 
broader context of the development of 
the American story. 

In 1976, Hayden made history when he 
became the first African American to 
be appointed as a consultant in poetry 
to the Library of Congress. 

He passed away in 1980 in Ann Arbor. 
I urge all my colleagues to honor the 

life of Robert Hayden and his career in 
literature by naming a post office in 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, after this distin-
guished writer. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I en-
courage my colleagues to support this 
bill naming a post office for Robert 
Hayden, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Kansas (Mr. 
LATURNER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 3639. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL ALEX-
ANDER JEFFERSON POST OFFICE 

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(S. 3640) to designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 
155 South Main Street in Mount 
Clemens, Michigan, as the ‘‘Lieutenant 
Colonel Alexander Jefferson Post Of-
fice’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 3640 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. LIEUTENANT COLONEL ALEXANDER 

JEFFERSON POST OFFICE. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 155 
South Main Street in Mount Clemens, Michi-
gan, shall be known and designated as the 
‘‘Lieutenant Colonel Alexander Jefferson 
Post Office’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Lieutenant Colonel 
Alexander Jefferson Post Office’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kansas (Mr. LATURNER) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. RASKIN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this 
measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S. 

3640, which names a post office in 
Mount Clemens, Michigan, for Lieuten-
ant Colonel Alexander Jefferson. 

Jefferson served in the military dur-
ing World War II, completing combat 
training at Selfridge Field in Mount 
Clemens and pilot training at the 
Tuskegee Army Airfield. 

During his time with the Tuskegee 
Airmen, Jefferson was shot down over 
France and captured by Nazi ground 
troops. He was imprisoned in German- 
occupied Poland before being freed by 
General George Patton’s U.S. Third 
Army. 

Jefferson returned to Michigan where 
he became a U.S. Postal Service letter 
carrier, earned a teaching certificate, 
and obtained a master’s degree in edu-
cation from Wayne State University. 

Jefferson taught elementary school 
science in Detroit, was appointed as-
sistant principal, and retired in 1979 
after 31 years of service to Detroit Pub-
lic Schools. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S. 
3640. 

Lieutenant Jefferson was born in 1921 
in Detroit, Michigan. 

After graduating from Chadsey High 
School and earning his bachelor’s de-
gree in chemistry and biology from 
Clark College, he was accepted into the 
Aviation Cadet Training Program in 
the U.S. Army Corps. He completed 
combat training in Michigan and pilot 
training at the Tuskegee Army Air-
field. 

Jefferson served the cause of democ-
racy and freedom faithfully in World 
War II in our struggle against fascism 
and totalitarianism in Europe. 

As a member of the Tuskegee Air-
men, he was shot down and captured by 
Nazi troops. He suffered great hardship 
as a prisoner of war in Nazi-occupied 
Poland until he was finally freed by 
General George Patton’s Third Army, 
which was busy liberating people from 
fascists all over Europe. 

When he returned home from war, 
Jefferson took a job as a letter carrier 
for the U.S. Postal Service. He later 
earned his teaching certificate and a 
master’s degree in education at Wayne 
State. 

He taught elementary school science 
in Detroit, was appointed an assistant 
principal, and in 1979 retired with 31 
years of service in public education, as 
well as all of his years fighting for 
America and for freedom. 

I urge my colleagues to honor the life 
and service of Lieutenant Colonel Jef-
ferson by naming this post office in 
Mount Clemens, Michigan, after him. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further speakers. I encourage my 
colleagues to support this common-
sense legislation and yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Kansas (Mr. 
LATURNER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 3640. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SOJOURNER TRUTH POST OFFICE 
Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I move 

to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(S. 3851) to designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 
90 McCamly Street South in Battle 
Creek, Michigan, as the ‘‘Sojourner 
Truth Post Office’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 3851 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SOJOURNER TRUTH POST OFFICE. 

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 90 
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McCamly Street South in Battle Creek, 
Michigan, shall be known and designated as 
the ‘‘Sojourner Truth Post Office’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Sojourner Truth Post 
Office’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kansas (Mr. LATURNER) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. RASKIN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this 
measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S. 

3851, which names a post office in Bat-
tle Creek, Michigan, for Sojourner 
Truth. 

Sojourner Truth was born into slav-
ery in New York State as Isabella 
Baumfree. She escaped slavery in 1827 
and took her new name, Sojourner 
Truth, in 1843. 

After meeting Elizabeth Cady Stan-
ton in 1850, Truth began to passion-
ately advocate for women’s rights and 
courageously fought against racial in-
justices. 

In 1851, Truth gave her famous ‘‘Ain’t 
I a Woman?’’ speech to criticize race 
and gender discrimination at a conven-
tion in Akron, Ohio. 

In 1857, Truth moved to Harmonia, a 
former utopian community that was 
later incorporated into Battle Creek, 
Michigan, where this post office is lo-
cated. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S. 
3851. 

Sojourner Truth’s life and legacy 
have profoundly shaped our country. 
Born in 1797 in Ulster County, New 
York, with the name Isabella 
Baumfree, she spent her childhood 
enslaved. In 1826, she courageously and 
historically escaped the shackles of 
slavery when her enslaver, John Du-
mont, refused to honor the State of 
New York’s law declaring the freedom 
of all enslaved human beings. 

In 1843, she adopted the name So-
journer Truth as a testament to her 
faith and her pilgrimage of freedom 
and hope. She then committed to 
speaking around America about the 
truth of conditions for enslaved people 
and the rights of African Americans. 
Sojourner Truth worked with key fig-
ures in the abolitionist movement. 
After meeting with the esteemed Eliza-

beth Cady Stanton in 1850, she, herself, 
became a passionate advocate for wom-
en’s rights. 

In 1851, Sojourner Truth delivered 
her landmark ‘‘Ain’t I a Woman?’’ 
speech at a women’s rights convention 
in Akron, Ohio. She declared that 
women and Black Americans deserved 
equal rights and dignity, and her 
speech was met with roars of applause 
and tears from activists who were 
united in calling for a woman’s right to 
vote and for equal rights for all Ameri-
cans. 

She was one of the first Black women 
to win a court case against a White 
person, successfully freeing her son 
from slavery and bringing him back to 
New York in 1828. 

In 1857, Sojourner moved to 
Harmonia, Michigan, and later to Bat-
tle Creek as a member of President 
Ulysses S. Grant’s reelection cam-
paign. She died in Battle Creek at 86 
years old. 

She was inducted in the National 
Women’s Hall of Fame as a pioneer of 
social justice and became the first 
Black woman to be honored with a bust 
in the U.S. Capitol’s Emancipation 
Hall. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to 
honor the memory of Sojourner Truth 
by naming a post office in Battle 
Creek, Michigan, after this great 
American. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further speakers. I urge my col-
leagues to support this legislation, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Kansas (Mr. 
LATURNER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 3851. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ARMY SSG RYAN CHRISTIAN 
KNAUSS MEMORIAL POST OF-
FICE BUILDING 

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 6633) to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 9355 113th Street in Seminole, 
Florida, as the ‘‘Army SSG Ryan 
Christian Knauss Memorial Post Office 
Building’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6633 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. ARMY SSG RYAN CHRISTIAN KNAUSS 

MEMORIAL POST OFFICE BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 9355 
113th Street in Seminole, Florida, shall be 
known and designated as the ‘‘Army SSG 

Ryan Christian Knauss Memorial Post Office 
Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Army SSG Ryan 
Christian Knauss Memorial Post Office 
Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kansas (Mr. LATURNER) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. RASKIN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this 
measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this 

bill, which would rename a post office 
in Florida for Staff Sergeant Ryan 
Christian Knauss. 

Committed to protecting his country, 
Knauss joined the Army at the young 
age of 17. He served in Afghanistan 
where he supported the humanitarian 
evacuation of Americans and Afghani 
refugees. 

b 1430 

On August 16, 2021, Staff Sergeant 
Knauss was processing eligible Afghani 
refugees when a bomb exploded, killing 
him and others. 

Knauss earned numerous awards and 
decorations, including the Congres-
sional Gold Medal, the Bronze Star 
Medal, and the Purple Heart. 

I support naming a post office in 
memory of Staff Sergeant Knauss, and 
I encourage my colleagues to support 
this bill. I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
6633. Staff Sergeant Ryan Knauss was 
born and raised in Corryton, Ten-
nessee. As a high school student, 
Knauss joined the Junior ROTC cadet 
program to prepare for his eventual en-
listment in the military. Immediately 
upon graduation, he joined the U.S. 
Army. Following his basic training, he 
was given a designation as a para-
trooper for the 82nd Airborne in North 
Carolina. 

Staff Sergeant Knauss continued his 
life of service and devotion in two dif-
ferent Afghanistan deployments, the 
first as part of a psychological oper-
ations battalion, the second in August 
2021 to support noncombatant evacu-
ation operations, nearly 20 years after 
the United States’ first mission began 
in Afghanistan. 

Tragically, 13 American servicemem-
bers lost their lives in the final stages 
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