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By expanding the program’s geo-
graphical scope to cover the entire
Great Salt Lake drainage basin, the
bill would support State government of
Utah, local communities, and water
districts north of Salt Lake County in
their conservation efforts to replenish
the lake.

The Great Salt Lake is a national
treasure and a vital part of Utah’s way
of life. The bill demonstrates our com-
mitment to protecting this valuable re-
source without requiring new Federal
funds.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
have no further requests for time, and
I am prepared to close. I reserve the
balance of my time.

Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ. Mr. Speaker, I
urge my colleagues to support the leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this commonsense legislation,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4094.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

LAKE WINNIBIGOSHISH LAND
EXCHANGE ACT OF 2024

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1657) to provide for a land ex-
change in the Chippewa National For-
est, Minnesota, and for other purposes,
as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1657

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Lake
Winnibigoshish Land Exchange Act of 2024”.
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) BWLT.—The term “BWLT” means Big
Winnie Land and Timber, LLC, a Minnesota
Limited Liability Corporation.

(2) MAP.—The term ‘‘Map’ means the map
entitled ‘‘Heig Land Exchange’” and dated
December 14, 2023.

(3) FEDERAL LAND.—The term ‘‘Federal
land’” means the approximately 17.5 acres of
Federal land in Itasca County, Minnesota,
generally depicted as the ‘‘Federal Parcel”
on the Map.

(4) NON-FEDERAL LAND.—The term ‘‘non-
Federal land” means the approximately 36.7
acres of non-Federal land in Itasca County,
Minnesota, generally depicted as the ‘‘Non-
Federal Parcel” on the Map.

(5) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Agriculture, acting
through the Chief of the Forest Service.

SEC. 3. EXCHANGE OF LAND.

(a) EXCHANGE AUTHORIZED.—Subject to the

provisions of this Act, if BWLT offers to con-
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vey the non-Federal land to the United
States, the Secretary shall, not later than 1
yvear after the date on which such offer is
made—

(1) accept the offer;

(2) convey to BWLT all right, title, and in-
terest of the United States in and to the Fed-
eral land, excepting and reserving an ease-
ment for road access to National Forest Sys-
tem land west of the Federal Parcel; and

(3) accept from BWLT all right, title, and
interest of BWLT in and to the non-Federal
land.

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The exchange under
subsection (a) shall be—

(1) conditioned on title approval for the
non-Federal land by the Secretary in accord-
ance with subsection (e);

(2) conditioned on a cash equalization pay-
ment made by BWLT to the United States in
accordance with subsection (c) if, under the
appraisals conducted in accordance with this
Act, it is determined that the value of the
Federal land exceeds the value of the non-
Federal land;

(3) conditioned on the satisfactory comple-
tion of a Phase I Environmental Site Assess-
ment by BWLT, provided to the Secretary, in
advance of the acceptance of the non-Federal
parcel;

(4) subject to valid existing rights; and

(5) subject to any other terms and condi-
tions the Secretary determines appropriate.

(c) EQUAL VALUE AND CASH EQUALIZATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), the exchange under subsection
(a) shall be for equal value or the values
shall be equalized by a cash payment.

(2) EXCEPTION.—Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, if the appraised value of the
non-Federal land to be conveyed to the
United States exceeds the appraised value of
the Federal land, a cash equalization pay-
ment by the United States to BWLT is here-
by waived and the amount of such waived
payment shall be considered a donation by
BWLT to the United States for all purposes
of law.

(d) APPRAISALS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The value of the land to
be exchanged under this Act shall be deter-
mined by appraisals conducted by an inde-
pendent and qualified appraiser mutually
agreed to by the Secretary and BWLT.

(2) APPRAISAL STANDARDS.—The Secretary
shall complete appraisals of the land to be
exchanged under this Act in accordance
with—

(A) the Uniform Appraisal Standards for
Federal Land Acquisitions; and

(B) the Uniform Standards of Professional
Appraisal Practice.

(e) FORMAT.—Title to the non-Federal land
to be conveyed to the United States under
this Act shall be found sufficient by the Sec-
retary pursuant to section 3111 of title 40,
United States Code.

(f) MANAGEMENT OF ACQUIRED LAND.—The
non-Federal land acquired by the United
States under subsection (a) shall be—

(1) added to, and managed as part of, the
Chippewa National Forest; and

(2) managed in accordance with the laws,
rules, and regulations pertaining to National
Forest System lands.

(g) MAP AND LEGAL DESCRIPTIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—As soon as practicable
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall finalize the Map and legal
descriptions of all land to be conveyed under
this Act.

(2) CONTROLLING DOCUMENT.—In the case of
a discrepancy between the Map and a legal
description, the Map shall control.

(3) CORRECTIONS.—The Secretary and
BWLT, by mutual agreement, may correct
any minor errors in the Map or in the legal
descriptions, including with respect to the
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boundaries of the Federal land and the non-
Federal land.

(4) MAP ON FILE.—The Map and legal de-
scriptions shall be on file and available for
public inspection in appropriate offices of
the Forest Service.

(h) CLOSING COSTS.—As a condition for the
exchange under subsection (a), BWLT shall
pay all closing costs associated with the ex-
change, including for—

(1) title insurance and title search;

(2) any applicable inspection fees, escrow
fees, attorneys fees, and recording fees; and

(3) any environmental analysis or resource
survey required under Federal law, regula-
tion, or policy, including a Phase I Environ-
mental Site Assessment of the non-Federal
land.

(i) SURVEY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The exact acreages and
legal descriptions of the Federal and non-
Federal land to be exchanged under sub-
section (a) shall be determined by surveys
satisfactory to the Secretary.

(2) CosTS OF SURVEY.—BWLT shall bear all
costs associated with the surveys under
paragraph (1).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from New York (Ms. OCASIO-
CORTEZ) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arkansas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 1657,
the bill now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H.R. 1657, the Lake Winnibigoshish
Land Exchange Act of 2024, a bipar-
tisan bill being led by the gentleman
from Minnesota (Mr. STAUBER).

This commonsense legislation will
authorize the U.S. Forest Service to
enter into a land exchange with the
Bowen Lodge, a family-operated resort
on the shores of Lake Winnibigoshish
in northern Minnesota.

Exchanging parcels between the
Chippewa National Forest and the
Bowen Lodge will create a win-win sce-
nario. The lodge will gain permanent
access to the lake, and the Forest Serv-
ice will be able to reconfigure part of
its unwieldy checkerboard pattern of
land ownership.

This change will provide excellent
fishing and recreation opportunities for
the local community and improve man-
agement efficiencies for the Federal
Government.

I applaud Representative STAUBER
for his leadership in this effort to im-
prove outdoor recreation opportunities
for his constituents and for all who
have the pleasure of visiting and recre-
ating in northern Minnesota. He has
long been a strong advocate for respon-
sible public land management and ac-
cess for outdoor recreation, and this
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legislation is an excellent reflection of
that commitment.

Mr. Speaker, I support the bill and
reserve the balance of my time.
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Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ. Mr. Speaker,
H.R. 1657, introduced by Representative
STAUBER, would authorize the U.S. For-
est Service to exchange a parcel of
Chippewa National Forest land for a
parcel of land currently owned by the
Big Winnie Land and Timber company
in Minnesota.

The Forest Service parcel is commer-
cially zoned and already leased annu-
ally for the management and operation
of a marina and resort, so the land ex-
change is designed to ease and simplify
management.

In exchange for the land that in-
cludes the marina, the Forest Service
will receive a parcel that consolidates
ownership in the Chippewa National
Forest, providing for better land man-
agement of undisturbed sites, critical
wetlands, and wildlife habitat that are
currently adjacent to Federal lands. In
turn, Big Winnie will continue manage-
ment and operation of the marina and
resort for continued visitor and com-
mercial activity.

This bill is a commonsense solution
that follows the standard protocols for
these types of transactions.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues
on the other side of the aisle for work-
ing with us to incorporate feedback
from the Forest Service, including ex-
tending the timeline to allow for the
completion of the exchange.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes” on the bill, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. STAUBER), the lead
sponsor of this bill.

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of my bill, H.R. 1657,
the Lake Winnibigoshish Land Ex-
change Act of 2024.

Lake Winnibigoshish, or Lake Winnie
as it is also known, is located within
the boundaries of the Chippewa Na-
tional Forest and is home to Bowen
Lodge, a premier, family-owned fishing
lodge. Bowen Lodge has been in oper-
ation and welcoming patrons since
1925.

For the past four decades, Bill and
Gail Heig and their family have oper-
ated Bowen Lodge, serving as incred-
ible stewards of Liake Winnie and pro-
viding incredible fishing and vacation
memories for Minnesotans and other
out-of-towners over the years.

Currently, Bowen Lodge has a 20-year
agreement with the U.S. Forest Service
to lease 17% acres of shoreline along
the lake, where they operate their ma-
rina. Under the Heigs’ stewardship,
Lake Winnie has remained accessible
to the citizens of Itasca County and the
many people who visit.

Notably, the Heigs purchased extra
acreage in 2021 after an out-of-State
mega-resort developer sought to pur-
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chase a parcel of land, which would
have changed the face of Lake Winnie
forever. Now, Bowen Lodge is seeking
to convey this extra acreage to the
Chippewa National Forest.

It is in the best interest of the public
that the Forest Service take steward-
ship of this land, rather than out-of-

State developers that may not
prioritize public access for our local
community.

Additionally, this land will make it
easier for the Forest Service to access
and responsibly maintain their other
acreage in the area.

The bill before us today would facili-
tate the land exchange between Bowen
Lodge and the Forest Service: 17 acres
of shoreline to Bowen Lodge so they
can continue to operate their marina
in exchange for 37 acres of nearby land
to the Forest Service, which would
then be added to the Chippewa Na-
tional Forest.

This exchange would better align
proper boundaries, put the right acre-
age under the right management, and
ensure Minnesotans have the ability to
boat, fish, and enjoy beautiful Lake
Winnie.

Thanks to the Heigs’ quick thinking
and strong advocacy, our way of life
will be preserved.

I am proud that this land exchange is
supported by Ilocal communities in
Itasca County, including the local
county board of supervisors that testi-
fied in support of the bill before the
Natural Resources Committee last fall
as well as the Mississippi Headwaters
Board and other local environmental
organizations. It is also supported by
the U.S. Forest Service and leadership
of the Chippewa National Forest.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in supporting this legislation.

Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ. Mr. Speaker, 1
urge my colleagues to support the leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, this
is a commonsense bill that will benefit
the people of northern Minnesota and
our public lands. Once again, I applaud
Representative STAUBER for his work
on this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of the
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MORAN). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Arkan-
sas (Mr. WESTERMAN) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 1657, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

MOUNTAIN VIEW CORRIDOR
COMPLETION ACT

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2468) to require the Secretary
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of the Interior to convey to the State
of Utah certain Federal land under the
administrative jurisdiction of the Bu-
reau of Land Management within the
boundaries of Camp Williams, Utah,
and for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2468

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Mountain View
Corridor Completion Act’’.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) COVERED LAND.—The term ‘‘covered land’
means the approximately 200.18 acres of land
depicted as ‘‘Land Proposed for Conveyance’
on the map entitled “Mountain View Corridor
Completion Act’’ and dated October 6, 2023.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of the Interior, acting through the
Director of the Bureau of Land Management.

(3) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’” means the State
of Utah.

SEC. 3. CONVEYANCE OF BUREAU OF LAND MAN-
AGEMENT LAND TO STATE OF UTAH.

(a) CONVEYANCE REQUIRED.—Not later than 90
days after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall convey to the State all rights,
title, and interest of the United States in and to
the covered land.

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The conveyance of the cov-
ered land under this section shall be subject to
valid existing rights.

(2) PAYMENT OF FAIR MARKET VALUE.—AS con-
sideration for the conveyance of the covered
land under this section, the State shall pay to
the Secretary an amount equal to the fair mar-
ket value of the covered land, as determined—

(4) in accordance with the Federal Land Pol-
icy and Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1701
et seq.); and

(B) based on an appraisal that is conducted in
accordance with—

(i) the Uniform Appraisal Standards for Fed-
eral Land Acquisitions; and

(i1) the Uniform Standards of Professional Ap-
praisal Practice.

(c) APPLICATION OF EXECUTIVE ORDER.—ETec-
utive Order 1922 of April 24, 1914, as modified by
section 907 of the Camp W.G. Williams Land Ex-
change Act of 1989 (Public Law 101-628; 104
Stat. 4500), shall not apply to the covered land.

(d) MAP AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—AS soon as practicable after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall finalizce a map and a legal description of
the covered land to be conveyed under this sec-
tion.

(2) CONTROLLING DOCUMENT.—In the case of a
discrepancy between the map and legal descrip-
tion finalized under paragraph (1), the map
shall control.

(3) CORRECTIONS.—The Secretary and the
State, by mutual agreement, may correct minor
errors in the map or the legal description final-
ized under paragraph (1).

(4) MAP ON FILE.—The map and legal descrip-
tion finalized under paragraph (1) shall be kept
on file and available for public inspection in
each appropriate office of the Bureau of Land
Management.

(e) REVERSIONARY INTEREST.—If the Sec-
retary, after consultation with the State, deter-
mines that the covered land conveyed under this
section was sold, attempted to be sold, or used
for non-transportation or non-defenses purposes
by the State, all right, title, and interest in and
to the covered land shall revert to the Secretary,
at the discretion of the Secretary, after pro-
viding—

(1) to the State notice and a hearing or an op-
portunity to correct any identified deficiencies;
and
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