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are available to Federal agencies for 
multiple GSA-approved vendors at dif-
ferent prices. This schedule is known 
as the Federal supply schedule. Agen-
cies can order commercial goods and 
services listed on this schedule in dif-
ferent quantities at the prices stated 
on the schedule. 

It provides a simplified process for 
agencies to acquire goods and services 
while also earning the volume dis-
counts for the Federal Government as 
a whole. 

Current law is ambiguous about 
whether the contracts and orders under 
the Federal supply schedule program 
must be the lowest price or the best 
value price. Best value contracts con-
sider price but also things like the 
quality of the product and the exper-
tise of the service provider. 

The bill clarifies that both the lowest 
price and the best value are acceptable 
outcomes for contracts obtained under 
the scheduled program. 

I commend Representative BYRON 
DONALDS and Representative GERRY 
CONNOLLY from Virginia for their work 
on the legislation, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, I have no further speakers on 
this bill, and I am prepared to close. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my House 
colleagues to support this bill, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. 
HIGGINS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 9596. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ELIMINATE USELESS REPORTS 
ACT OF 2024 

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 5301) to amend 
title 31, United States Code, to require 
agencies to include a list of outdated or 
duplicative reporting requirements in 
annual budget justifications, and for 
other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5301 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Eliminate 
Useless Reports Act of 2024’’. 
SEC. 2. SUNSETS FOR AGENCY REPORTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1125 of title 31, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsection (c) as sub-
section (d); 

(2) by striking subsections (a) and (b) and 
inserting the following: 

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) BUDGET JUSTIFICATION MATERIALS.— 

The term ‘budget justification materials’ has 
the meaning given the term in section 3(b)(2) 

of the Federal Funding Accountability and 
Transparency Act of 2006 (31 U.S.C. 6101 note; 
Public Law 109–282). 

‘‘(2) PLAN OR REPORT.—The term ‘plan or 
report’ means any plan or report submitted 
to Congress, any committee of Congress, or 
subcommittee thereof, by not less than 1 
agency— 

‘‘(A) in accordance with Federal law; or 
‘‘(B) at the direction or request of a con-

gressional report. 
‘‘(3) RECURRING PLAN OR REPORT.—The term 

‘recurring plan or report’ means a plan or re-
port submitted on a recurring basis. 

‘‘(4) RELEVANT CONGRESSIONAL COM-
MITTEE.—The term ‘relevant congressional 
committee’— 

‘‘(A) means a congressional committee to 
which a recurring plan or report is required 
to be submitted; and 

‘‘(B) does not include any plan or report 
that is required to be submitted solely to the 
Committee on Armed Services of the House 
of Representatives or the Senate. 

‘‘(b) AGENCY IDENTIFICATION OF UNNECES-
SARY REPORTS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The head of each agency 
shall include in the budget justification ma-
terials of the agency the following: 

‘‘(A) Subject to paragraphs (2) and (3), the 
following: 

‘‘(i) A list of each recurring plan or report 
submitted by the agency. 

‘‘(ii) An identification of whether the re-
curring plan or report listed in clause (i) was 
included in the most recent report issued by 
the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
concerning the reports that any agency is re-
quired by law or directed or requested by a 
committee report to make to Congress, any 
committee of Congress, or subcommittee 
thereof. 

‘‘(iii) If applicable, the unique alpha-
numeric identifier for the recurring plan or 
report as required by section 7243(b)(1)(C)(vii) 
of the James M. Inhofe National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public 
Law 117–263). 

‘‘(iv) The identification of any recurring 
plan or report the head of the agency deter-
mines to be outdated or duplicative. 

‘‘(B) With respect to each recurring plan or 
report identified in subparagraph (A)(iv), the 
following: 

‘‘(i) A recommendation on whether to sun-
set, modify, consolidate, or reduce the fre-
quency of the submission of the recurring 
plan or report. 

‘‘(ii) A citation to each provision of law or 
directive or request in a congressional report 
that requires or requests the submission of 
the recurring plan or report. 

‘‘(iii) A list of the relevant congressional 
committees for the recurring plan or report. 

‘‘(C) A justification explaining, with re-
spect to each recommendation described in 
subparagraph (B)(i) relating to a recurring 
plan or report— 

‘‘(i) why the head of the agency made the 
recommendation, which may include an esti-
mate of the resources expended by the agen-
cy to prepare and submit the recurring plan 
or report; and 

‘‘(ii) the understanding of the head of the 
agency of the purpose of the recurring plan 
or report. 

‘‘(2) AGENCY CONSULTATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In preparing the list re-

quired under paragraph (1)(A), if, in submit-
ting a recurring plan or report, an agency is 
required to coordinate or consult with an-
other agency or entity, the head of the agen-
cy submitting the recurring plan or report 
shall consult with the head of each agency or 
entity with whom consultation or coordina-
tion is required. 

‘‘(B) INCLUSION IN LIST.—If, after a con-
sultation under subparagraph (A), the head 

of each agency or entity consulted under 
that subparagraph agrees that a recurring 
plan or report is outdated or duplicative, the 
head of the agency required to submit the re-
curring plan or report shall— 

‘‘(i) include the recurring plan or report in 
the list described in paragraph (1)(A); and 

‘‘(ii) identify each agency or entity with 
which the head of the agency is required to 
coordinate or consult in submitting the re-
curring plan or report. 

‘‘(C) DISAGREEMENT.—If the head of any 
agency or entity consulted under subpara-
graph (A) does not agree that a recurring 
plan or report is outdated or duplicative, the 
head of the agency required to submit the re-
curring plan or report shall not include the 
recurring plan or report in the list described 
in paragraph (1)(A). 

‘‘(3) GOVERNMENT-WIDE OR MULTI-AGENCY 
PLAN AND REPORT SUBMISSIONS.—With respect 
to a recurring plan or report required to be 
submitted by not less than 2 agencies, the 
Director of the Office of Management and 
Budget shall— 

‘‘(A) determine whether the requirement to 
submit the recurring plan or report is out-
dated or duplicative; and 

‘‘(B) make recommendations to Congress 
accordingly. 

‘‘(4) PLAN AND REPORT SUBMISSIONS CON-
FORMITY TO THE ACCESS TO CONGRESSIONALLY 
MANDATED REPORTS ACT.—With respect to an 
agency recommendation, citation, or jus-
tification made under subparagraph (B) or 
(C) of paragraph (1) or a recommendation by 
the Director of the Office of Management 
and Budget under paragraph (3), the agency 
or Director, as applicable, shall also provide 
this information to the Director of the Gov-
ernment Publishing Office in conformity 
with the agency submission requirements 
under section 7244(a) of the James M. Inhofe 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2023 (Public Law 117–263; chapter 41 
of title 44 note) in conformity with guidance 
issued by the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget under section 7244(b) of 
such Act. 

‘‘(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION ON AGENCY RE-
QUIREMENTS.—Nothing in this section shall 
be construed to exempt the head of an agen-
cy from a requirement to submit a recurring 
plan or report.’’; and 

(3) in subsection (d), as so redesignated, by 
striking ‘‘in the budget of the United States 
Government, as provided by section 
1105(a)(37)’’ and inserting ‘‘in the budget jus-
tification materials of each agency’’. 

(b) BUDGET CONTENTS.—Section 1105(a) of 
title 31, United States Code, is amended by 
striking paragraph (39). 

(c) CONFORMITY TO THE ACCESS TO CONGRES-
SIONALLY MANDATED REPORTS ACT.— 

(1) AMENDMENT.—Subsections (a) and (b) of 
section 7244 of the James M. Inhofe National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2023 (Public Law 117–263; chapter 41 of title 
44, United States Code, note), are amended to 
read as follows: 

‘‘(a) SUBMISSION OF ELECTRONIC COPIES OF 
REPORTS.—Not earlier than 30 days or later 
than 60 days after the date on which a con-
gressionally mandated report is submitted to 
either House of Congress or to any com-
mittee of Congress or subcommittee thereof, 
the head of the Federal agency submitting 
the congressionally mandated report shall 
submit to the Director the information re-
quired under subparagraphs (A) through (D) 
of section 7243(b)(1) with respect to the con-
gressionally mandated report. Notwith-
standing section 7246, nothing in this sub-
title shall relieve a Federal agency of any 
other requirement to publish the congres-
sionally mandated report on the online por-
tal of the Federal agency or otherwise sub-
mit the congressionally mandated report to 
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Congress or specific committees of Congress, 
or subcommittees thereof. 

‘‘(b) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this sub-
section and periodically thereafter as appro-
priate, the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, in consultation with the 
Director, shall issue guidance to agencies on 
the implementation of this subtitle as well 
as the requirements of section 1125(b) of title 
31, United States Code.’’. 

(2) UPDATED OMB GUIDANCE.—Not later than 
180 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget shall issue updated 
guidance to agencies to ensure that the re-
quirements under subsections (a) and (b) of 
section 1125 of title 31, United States Code, 
as amended by this Act, for agency submis-
sions of recommendations and justifications 
for plans and reports to sunset, modify, con-
solidate, or reduce the frequency of the sub-
mission of are also submitted as a separate 
attachment in conformity with the agency 
submission requirements of electronic copies 
of reports submitted by agencies under sec-
tion 7244(a) of the James M. Inhofe National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2023 (Public Law 117–263; chapter 41 of title 
44, United States Code, note) for publication 
on the online portal established under sec-
tion 7243 of such Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Louisiana (Mr. HIGGINS) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. RASKIN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Louisiana. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on this measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Louisiana? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
5301, I urge support across the aisle, 
and I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
5301, the Eliminate Useless Reports 
Act. I thank my distinguished col-
league from California, the ranking 
member of the Oversight and Account-
ability Committee, Subcommittee on 
National Security, the Border, and 
Foreign Affairs, Mr. GARCIA for intro-
ducing H.R. 5301. I am proud to support 
this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield the gentleman 
from California (Mr. ROBERT GARCIA) 2 
minutes to discuss it. 

Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to support 
this commonsense bipartisan bill, the 
Eliminate Useless Reports Act, and I 
thank my co-lead, Representative 
GROTHMAN from Wisconsin, for all his 
work and support. 

This bill is very simple. Congress, as 
we know, frequently requires that Fed-
eral agencies provide reports on var-

ious topics and issues. These reports 
provide Congress with important infor-
mation, and we couldn’t do our jobs 
without them. 

However, drafting these reports often 
takes lots of time and resources. 

Under this bill, every year, when 
agencies report their budget requests, 
they will also send a list of any con-
gressional reports they believe that are 
outdated or duplicative. They can rec-
ommend that we sunset, modify, or 
consolidate these reports. 

We, in Congress, are unable to actu-
ally decide what is needed. When I was 
mayor of Long Beach, I worked to cut 
red tape so we could support small 
businesses and develop more housing 
where we needed it most. In Congress, 
this is a bipartisan way to pursue that 
same goal which is cutting the red 
tape. 

I thank the Senate leads on this bill, 
Senators Ossoff and Lankford. Finally, 
I will point out the bill has already 
passed the House once by voice vote. 
Now we just need to pass it again as 
the previous bill was adopted as a vehi-
cle for separate legislation in the Sen-
ate. 

Today, I hope we pass this back to 
the Senate so it can again be agreed 
upon by unanimous consent and send it 
to the President’s desk. I urge every-
one to vote for this legislation. 

b 1830 

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, this bill would increase gov-
ernment efficiency and save taxpayer 
dollars by eliminating unnecessary re-
ports. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representatives 
GARCIA and GROTHMAN for their leader-
ship on this issue and for the House 
Budget Committee’s collaboration. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues on both sides to support the 
bill. I have no further speakers on this 
bill, and I am prepared to close. 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I urge my 
colleagues to support the legislation, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. 
HIGGINS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5301, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on motions to 
suspend the rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H.R. 82; 
H.R. 5342; and 
H.R. 9495, if ordered. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant 
to clause 9 of rule XX, remaining elec-
tronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

SOCIAL SECURITY FAIRNESS ACT 
OF 2023 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 82) to amend title II of the 
Social Security Act to repeal the Gov-
ernment pension offset and windfall 
elimination provisions, on which the 
yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
SMITH) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 327, nays 75, 
answered ‘‘present’’ 1, not voting 29, as 
follows: 

[Roll No. 456] 

YEAS—327 

Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Alford 
Allred 
Amo 
Amodei 
Auchincloss 
Babin 
Bacon 
Balderson 
Balint 
Banks 
Barr 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Bice 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Boebert 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Burgess 
Bush 
Calvert 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carey 
Carl 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Ciscomani 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Cloud 

Clyburn 
Cohen 
Cole 
Comer 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davids (KS) 
Davidson 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
De La Cruz 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Duarte 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fletcher 
Flood 
Fong 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Franklin, Scott 
Frost 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garbarino 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Mike 
Garcia, Robert 
Gimenez 

Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez, V. 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Gottheimer 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Green, Al (TX) 
Greene (GA) 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Himes 
Hinson 
Horsford 
Houchin 
Hoyle (OR) 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Issa 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jackson (TX) 
Jacobs 
James 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kaptur 
Kean (NJ) 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kildee 
Kiley 
Kilmer 
Kim (CA) 
Kim (NJ) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
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