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States Government’s consular offices and 
diplomatic posts in Venezuela. 

(e) EXCEPTION FOR INTELLIGENCE ACTIVI-
TIES.—The prohibition in subsection (a) does 
not apply to any activity subject to the re-
porting requirements under title V of the 
National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3091 
et seq.), any authorized intelligence activity 
of the United States, or any activity or pro-
curement that supports an authorized intel-
ligence activity. 

(f) WAIVER.—The Secretary of State may 
waive the requirements of subsection (a) if 
the Secretary of State determines that to do 
so is in the national interest of the United 
States. 

(g) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs and the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions of the Senate and the Committee on 
Homeland Security and the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives. 

(2) BUSINESS OPERATIONS.—The term ‘‘busi-
ness operations’’ means engaging in com-
merce in any form, including acquiring, de-
veloping, maintaining, owning, selling, pos-
sessing, leasing, or operating equipment, fa-
cilities, personnel, products, services, per-
sonal property, real property, or any other 
apparatus of business or commerce. 

(3) EXECUTIVE AGENCY.—The term ‘‘execu-
tive agency’’ has the meaning given the term 
in section 133 of title 41, United States Code. 

(4) GOVERNMENT OF VENEZUELA.—(A) The 
term ‘‘Government of Venezuela’’ includes 
the government of any political subdivision 
of Venezuela, and any agency or instrumen-
tality of the Government of Venezuela. 

(B) For purposes of subparagraph (A), the 
term ‘‘agency or instrumentality of the Gov-
ernment of Venezuela’’ means an agency or 
instrumentality of a foreign state as defined 
in section 1603(b) of title 28, United States 
Code, with each reference in such section to 
‘‘a foreign state’’ deemed to be a reference to 
‘‘Venezuela’’. 

(5) PERSON.—The term ‘‘person’’ means— 
(A) a natural person, corporation, com-

pany, business association, partnership, soci-
ety, trust, or any other nongovernmental en-
tity, organization, or group; 

(B) any governmental entity or instrumen-
tality of a government; and 

(C) any successor, subunit, parent entity, 
or subsidiary of, or any entity under com-
mon ownership or control with, any entity 
described in subparagraph (A) or (B). 

(h) TERM OF APPLICABILITY.—This section 
shall apply with respect to any contract en-
tered into during the three-year period be-
ginning on the date that is 180 days after the 
enactment of this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. FRY) and the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. PORTER) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from South Carolina. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. FRY. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this 
measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from South Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. FRY. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 

Madam Speaker, the people of Ven-
ezuela have faced years of repression. 
Political persecution, human rights 
abuses, and press censorship are all 
commonplace under the brutal, illegit-
imate, and anti-American regime of 
Nicolas Maduro, a regime closely allied 
with Russia, Iran, Cuba, and the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China. 

The American Government should al-
ways stand in solidarity with the long- 
suffering people of Venezuela and 
against the Maduro dictatorship. Part 
of that solidarity should be to ensure 
that the Maduro regime is denied any 
resources that will allow it to continue 
the oppression of its own citizenry. 

This past July, Maduro and his rep-
resentatives falsely claimed victory in 
Venezuela’s Presidential election. 
Maduro has since been accused of in-
timidating and repressing his opposi-
tion in order to cling to power. 

A couple of months ago, on Sep-
tember 12, the United States sanc-
tioned 16 of Nicolas Maduro’s allies in 
response to accusations that they en-
gaged in human rights abuses and elec-
tion obstruction. While not all of 
Maduro’s allies will be subject to sanc-
tions, the money of hardworking U.S. 
taxpayers should not ultimately find 
its way to those who support the re-
gime of a ruthless dictator. 

H.R. 825 is straightforward. It re-
quires Federal agencies to ensure that 
they are not contracting with any enti-
ty that conducts significant business 
operations with Maduro and his allies. 

That said, it also includes appro-
priate exceptions, such as situations of 
national security, for the purposes of 
providing humanitarian assistance, dis-
aster relief, and other urgent lifesaving 
measures or to carry out noncombat-
ant evacuations. 

This is not a new concept to the U.S. 
Congress. The fiscal year 2020 National 
Defense Authorization Act contained a 
provision in section 890 that prohibited 
the Pentagon from entering into con-
tracts with companies that also have 
contracts with any Venezuelan Govern-
ment entity under Maduro’s control. 
As with H.R. 825, there are waivers for 
contracts related to providing humani-
tarian assistance and disaster relief, 
among other exceptions. 

The BOLIVAR Act would extend pro-
hibitions under section 890 to the rest 
of the Federal Government. 

I support the BOLIVAR Act and 
thank my colleagues on the com-
mittee, Representative MIKE WALTZ 
and Representative DEBBIE WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ, for leading this bill. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that all of my 
colleagues support H.R. 825, a measured 
response and most timely piece of leg-
islation, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. PORTER. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, the BOLIVAR Act 
would temporarily prohibit executive 
agencies from entering into contracts 
for the procurement of goods or serv-

ices with any person or business that 
they determine, with the concurrence 
of the Department of State, knowingly 
engages in significant business oper-
ations with the Maduro regime in Ven-
ezuela. 

The bill goes on to list certain excep-
tions, including contracts vital to U.S. 
national security or necessary for the 
purposes of providing humanitarian as-
sistance, disaster relief, and other ur-
gent lifesaving measures, or to carry 
out noncombatant evacuations. 

I certainly understand the motiva-
tion behind this bill. The Maduro re-
gime’s blatant disregard of the recent 
election results in Venezuela is a viola-
tion of international law and has left 
the regime more isolated than ever. 

I know that the administration has 
some concerns about this bill. How-
ever, the Department of Defense, which 
conducts almost two-thirds of Federal 
procurement, has had a policy in place 
like the BOLIVAR Act for 2 years now. 
I thank the majority for working with 
us to address some of those concerns in 
the bill before us today. 

Madam Speaker, I have no further 
speakers, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. FRY. Madam Speaker, I encour-
age my House colleagues to support 
this bill to ensure that Federal agen-
cies not contract with any entity that 
conducts business with the Maduro dic-
tatorship and his allies, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. FRY) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 825, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MARK OUR PLACE ACT 

Mr. FRY. Madam Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S. 
3126) to amend title 38, United States 
Code, to authorize the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to furnish or replace a 
headstone, marker, or medallion for 
the grave of an eligible Medal of Honor 
recipient, regardless of the recipient’s 
dates of service in the Armed Forces, 
and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 3126 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Mark Our 
Place Act’’. 
SEC. 2. EXPANSION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR GOV-

ERNMENT-FURNISHED HEADSTONE, 
MARKER, OR MEDALLION FOR 
MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2306(d)(5)(C) of 
title 38, United States Code, is amended— 

(1) by striking clause (i); 
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(2) in clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘(except that 

subparagraph (B)(i) of such paragraph shall 
not apply)’’ after ‘‘paragraph (4)’’; and 

(3) by redesignating clauses (ii) and (iii) as 
clauses (i) and (ii), respectively. 

(b) TECHNICAL CORRECTION.—Section 
2306(d)(5) of such title is amended by striking 
‘‘section 491’’ both places it appears and in-
serting ‘‘section 2732’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. BOST) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. TAKANO) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks on S. 
3126. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-

port of S. 3126. This bill was introduced 
by Senator BRAUN. 

I thank my friend, Representative 
LUTTRELL, who is the chairman of the 
Subcommittee on Disability Assistance 
and Memorial Affairs, for leading the 
House companion bill to this important 
bill. 

The Mark Our Place Act would en-
sure that every Medal of Honor recipi-
ent is properly honored where they 
have been laid to rest. 

Under current law, only Medal of 
Honor recipients who served on or after 
April 6, 1917, can receive a headstone, 
grave marker, or medallion that re-
flects the Medal of Honor status. S. 
3126 would remove that unjust date 
limitation. 

It should go without saying that 
every Medal of Honor recipient’s story 
of service should be displayed on their 
headstone should their family wish to 
do so. 

The Medal of Honor is our Nation’s 
highest military award. It is reserved 
for servicemembers who have dem-
onstrated extraordinary bravery and 
self-sacrifice in combat. Over 2,000 
servicemembers were awarded Medals 
of Honor before April 6, 1917, and this 
bill would ensure that they are all rec-
ognized for their bravery. 

Madam Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support S. 3126, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of S. 3126, the Mark Our Place Act. 
I thank Senator MIKE BRAUN for intro-
ducing this bill and Representative 
MORGAN LUTTRELL for introducing the 
House companion. 

This bill authorizes the Department 
of Veterans Affairs to furnish a head-
stone, marker, or medallion signifying 
the status of a deceased member of the 
Armed Forces as a Medal of Honor re-

cipient regardless of when the member 
served. 

In spite of what the President-elect 
may think, the Medal of Honor is the 
highest award for valor in action 
against an enemy force that can be be-
stowed upon an individual serving in 
the Armed Forces of the United States. 
Since 1976, VA has provided distinctive 
government-furnished headstones and 
markers for Medal of Honor recipients 
to recognize this prestigious honor. 

Under current law, only Medal of 
Honor recipients who served after 1917 
are eligible for such markers, meaning 
many recipients, principally from the 
Civil War era, have not been able to re-
ceive the full array of honors from VA. 
This will remedy that situation and 
allow descendants of those recipients 
who served prior to 1917 to request ap-
propriate markers to honor their loved 
ones. 

Madam Speaker, I support this legis-
lation, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. LUTTRELL), who is my good friend 
and the chairman of the Disability As-
sistance and Memorial Affairs Sub-
committee. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Madam Speaker, I 
thank Chairman BOST for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to be 
here today to speak on S. 3126, the 
Mark Our Place Act. I was proud to 
lead the House companion bill, H.R. 
6507. 

Under current law, VA is authorized 
to furnish or replace a headstone, grave 
marker, or medallion for only those 
Medal of Honor recipients who served 
on or after April 6, 1917. 

The Mark Our Place Act would re-
move unnecessary red tape that pro-
hibits VA from providing headstones 
with Medal of Honor markers to vet-
erans buried in private cemeteries. 

These veterans have risked every-
thing to protect our freedoms, and hon-
oring their service and sacrifice should 
be timeless. We must ensure that every 
recipient of our Nation’s highest mili-
tary decoration is recognized for their 
heroism. 

Madam Speaker, I thank Senator 
BRAUN, Chairman BOST, and Ranking 
Member TAKANO for their leadership, 
and I urge my colleagues to support S. 
3126. 

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I 
have no further speakers. 

In closing, Madam Speaker, I support 
S. 3126, the Mark Our Place Act, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I have no 
more speakers. 

Madam Speaker, I encourage Mem-
bers to support this legislation, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, S. 3126. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 

rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

KEEPING MILITARY FAMILIES 
TOGETHER ACT OF 2024 

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(S. 2181) to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to repeal the sunset on en-
titlement to memorial headstones and 
markers for commemoration of vet-
erans and certain individuals and to re-
peal the sunset on authority to bury 
remains of certain spouses and children 
in national cemeteries, and for other 
purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 2181 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Keeping 
Military Families Together Act of 2024’’. 
SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF ENTITLEMENT TO MEMO-

RIAL HEADSTONES AND MARKERS 
FOR COMMEMORATION OF VET-
ERANS AND CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS. 

Section 2306(b)(2) of title 38, United States 
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘September 30, 
2025’’ both places it appears and inserting 
‘‘September 30, 2032’’. 
SEC. 3. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY TO BURY RE-

MAINS OF CERTAIN SPOUSES AND 
CHILDREN IN NATIONAL CEME-
TERIES. 

Section 2402(a)(5) of title 38, United States 
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘September 30, 
2025’’ and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2032’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. BOST) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. TAKANO) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks on S. 
2181, as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-

port of S. 2181, as amended. This bill 
was introduced by Senator PETERS. My 
colleagues, Representative JAMES and 
Representative RESCHENTHALER, intro-
duced companion bills. 

This bill would ensure that veterans 
can be laid to rest and mourned to-
gether with their spouses and children. 

Under current law, VA can inter cer-
tain family members together with 
their veteran loved one in a VA na-
tional cemetery only if those family 
members passed away before Sep-
tember 30, 2025. 

VA can provide headstones or mark-
ers for certain family members whose 
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